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took the Chajr.
Ihe meeting was cslled to order at 10.25 &.m.
AGENDA ITEM 10
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE WCRK OF THE ORGANIZATION (A/45/1)

ZThe PRESIDENT: It is customary for the Assembly to take ncie of the
annual repert of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization. If I hear
no objection, may I consider that the Assemdly wishes to take note of the raport of
the Secretary-General (A/45/1)7

it was so decided.
Ihe PRESIDENT: That concludes our considsration of agenda item 10.
AGENDA ITEM 20

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE ASIAN-AFRICAN LEGAL CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE

(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/745/504)
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/45/L.4/Rev.1)
The PRESIDENT: In accordance with General Assembly resciution 35/2 of
13 Octcber 198G, I call upon the Secretary-General of the Asian-African Legal

Consultative Committes, Mr. Frank Njenga.
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Mr, NJERGA (Asian-African Legai Consultative Committee (AALCC)): At the
outset I wish to convaey to the Foreign Minister of Malta, on behalf of the
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee, our sincere felicitations on his
unanimous election as President of the General Assembly at the forty-fifth
session. His leadership at this juncture assumes greater importance in view of the
new chalienges and opportunities being faced by the United Nations. We are
confident that his able guidance and devotion to the cause of the United Nations
will enable him to steer the forty-fifth session to the achievement of memorable
success. Our felicitations also go to the other officers of the Assembly.

I should also like to congratulate the Secretary-General,

Mr. Perez de Cusllar, on the adroit and diplomatic manner in which he has managed
the affairs of the United Nations in a year that will be remembered as its most
challenging and yet its finest. This year also has witnessed some very positive
developments in the international arena which we are happy to welcome. We wish in
particular to extend our heartfelt congratulations to the Yemeni people as well as
to the German people on their achievement of their long-cherishad goals of
unification of their respective countries during this year. The two newly unitead
nations will no doubt play a crucial role in the development of international peace
and prosperity.

It is a matter of pride and satisfaction to us to work closely with the United
Nations and its agencies. It is nearly a decade since co-operation arrangements
between the two organizations assumed formal shape. The granting of Permanent
Observer status to the AALCC at the thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly
proved to be an impetus to the orientation of our activities in a fashion more
beneficial to our member States, thus enabling us to make a modest contribution %o
the work of the United Nations. There is an adequately detailed description of the

co-operation between the two organizations in various fields in the
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(Mr. Njenga, AALCC)
Secretary-General's report, reproduced in document A/45/504, which sets out the
details of our joint activities and mutual co-operation. I shall therefore confina
myself to only a few general observations.

Since I last addressed this forum at its forty-third session, the AALCC has
held its twenty-sighth and twenty-ninth sessicns, in Nairobi and Beijing
respectively. The AALCC has also managed during this period to make significant
progress on its various agenda items. I may, in passing, mention that the Beijing
session coincided with the commemoration of the thirty-fifth anniversary of the
historic Asian-African Conference held in Bandung in 1955. A meeting in
commemoration of thst memorable event was held during the session. The message of
the Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, delivered on that occasion was a great
inspiration and source of streagth to us.

Under article 4 (a) of the statutes of the AALCC, the Committee is required to
examine questions that are under consideration by the International Law Commission,
as well as to consider the reports of the Commission, and to make recommendations
thereon to the member Governments. This traditional function of the Asian-African
Legal Consultative Committee has led to very close working relations between the
International Law Commission and the Committee. It has become the normal practice
for the Commission to request its Chairman to represent the Commission at the
Committee's annual sessions. It was therefore a great honour for us at the Beijing
session to receive the then Chairman of tﬁe Commission, Professor Graefrath, wio
fully briefed the annual session on the work of the Commission's forty-first
session.

At the Beijing session we also had the honour of receiving the Chairman of the
Sixtk Committee for the first time. His suggestions and ideas benefited us
greatly. We sincerely hope that we shall have similar opporturities of

representation of the Sixth Committee at our future gsessions. We also benefited
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(Mr. Njenga, AALCC)
from the presence cf the Registrar of the International Court of Justice, whko made
an inspiring presentation of the curreat work programme of the International Court
of Justice, an institution which the AALCC is very keen to promote as the only
really universal organ for the peaceful settlement of disputes. The pressnce of
representahives of the United Nations Legal Counsel at the session further enabled
us to have the best posaible forum for an exchange of views between our two
organizations on several legal issues of a complementary nature.

The AALCC has been closely associated with the negotiations leading to the
successful conclusion in 1982 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
fea. We are particularly proud that, of the 43 States which have ratiiled the
Convention so far, 14 are among our member States. Also, of the five States which
have applied to become pioneer investors or have beenr grarnted thzt status, thrae
arc member States of the AALCC. We a. =, however, seriously concernad at the slow
process of catification.

Our constant endeavour in this field has been to proemote awareness of the
adventages of the United Nations Comventics on the Law of the Sea as a whole. We
intend to intensify our efforts towards bringing closer the pioneer investors and
the other parties to the Convention by promoting such concepts as joint ventures.
Very recently we organized a workshop in New York to promote in-depth discussions
on the issues concerning joint venturesz in sea-bed mining, particularly as a means
of addresaing the genuine concerns on issues of financirg and transfer of
techrology. As a follow-up, we are preparing a study on financial implications for
the States parties to the Convention, so as to allay the exaggerated fears that
participation in the Convention would be a costly and possibly a ruinous
preposition. We sincerely hope that the President of the Azsombly will make &

special effort during his term of office to focus on this vital issue.
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(M. Nieaga. AALCC)

Another issue of global concern which has attracted world-wide attentionxis
the environment. The United Nations Conforence on Enviromment and Development,
scheduled to be held in 1992, will neo doubt be one of the greatest events of the
last decade of this ceatury, and wa in the AALCC are committed to making that
Conference a success. Thke issues undoubtedly are crucial. The rewards of ito
succe#s will be reaped not only by this gemoration but also by future gererations,

It is our conviction that only through concerted and joint efforts te meet the
concerns asgociated with the degradation of the eavirommeont, which threatens the
very survival of civilization, can the international community coeme face to face
with the responzsibility to ensure the common future of mankiand. Yet the problea of
the environment cannot bs tackled in isolation from economic development. We must
recognize the need to eliminuste mass poverty, disastrous economic dlzeguilibrium
and the mascivs dabt crisis, all of which ere the lot of the developing countries.
It is unrealistic and hypocriticsl to insist that the problems of enviroumentsl
degradation cen be solved without massive additional resources, both finsncial and
material, tc assist the developing countries. The pregent level of asssistance to
developing countries is alrsady wosfully inadequate even for sustaizing the currant
dismal level of growth, let alcne for combating the zew challerges of the

environment.
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The AALCC is actively involvsd in the preparatory phase of the 1992
Confsrence. We have discussed some of these issuss during our sessions in the last
two yoars. I would like in particular te mention in that respect cur concern about
the transboundary movement and disposal of haszardous wastc.. We recogniza the
valuable coatribution made by the Basel Convention. However, we consider that, in
order to achisve a meaningful solution to this menace, further supplemental afforts
are essential at both the regional and the international levels. We are working
closely with the Organization of African Unity and some other organizations engaged
in a similar exercise to ensure that these noxious poisons are not transferrsd to
desvaloping countries.

The AALCC appreciates the enthusiasm and wide support given the idea of
finding new and additional resources to mest the environmental challenges. The
establishment of the $1 billion fund jointly with the World Bank, the United
Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme is a
welcome step in that direction. Any aéailtance to the developing countries from
any source will have to be free of undue restrictions or conditions and avoid any
new envirormental conditionalities. The developing countries may be poor and
technologically under-developed, but they are conscious about pledging their
freedom to act in the interest of uplifting the welfars of their pecples, contrary
to their national interest and prioritiss.

Another matter of great concern to us is the status and plight of refugees.

We appreciate the sincore efforts of the international community and in particular
the United Nations High Commissicner for Refugees (UNHCR). The number of refugees,
however, goes on multiplying for many and varied reasons. We must ensure the
eradication of {he root causes of this problem. As a modest attempt, we ars
organ}zing a workshop early next ysar, in co-operation with the UNHCR and with ths

support of the Ford Foundation, to examine some of these issues and to promote
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wider acceptance of and adhererce to the codified lav on refugees enshrined in
general and regional Conventions.

Our work programme on matters concerning international economic co-gporation
has been extended to Play a supporting role in the work of the United Nations and
its agencies engaged in these areas. We deeply value our co-operation in this
regard with the United Nations Commissicn on International Trade Law, the Uaited
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the United Nations Industrial
Davelopment Organization and other agencies, with which we have estabilished close
working relations. We are in the process of launching a mew programme to assist
our member Governments in providing information on various aspects of international
economic co-operation and trade laws and regulations. The implementation of ocur
scheme for the settlement of disputes in economic and commercial transactions which
is still in the initial stages is also pfoceeding in a reasonadbly satisfactory
manner. The three Regional Arbitration Centres in Cairo, Kuala Lumpur and Lagos
established under the auspices of the AALCC have already attracted wige attention
and recognition.

Following the General Assembly's proclamation in its resolution 44/23, adopted
on 17 November 1989, on the United Nations Decade of International Law, the AALCC
initiated a programme on this topic at its Beijing session. We congider that the
elabqration and implemeatation of such a programme during the last decade of this
ceatury would be a vital step towards strengthening both the rule of law in
international relstions and the rols of international lav-making agencies in this
process. We have put forward certain proposals in response to the communication
received from the Legal Counsel of the United Nations which, in due course, will be
discussed in the competent forum of ths General Assambly.

Unfortunately, our region is currently beset with many old and new problams.

We were profoundly shocked by the massacre of Palestinians by the Isrseli sacurity
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forces, which took place on 8 Octobar at the Al Haram Al Shareef and we atrongly
condemn such brutal actions by the Israeli Government in contravention of its
obligations and responsibilities under the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention. We
express the hope that the Security Council will adopt adequate measures for the
protection of Palestinians living under Israeli rule.

The recent crisis in the Gulf region further complicates the situation. It is
our unanimous conviction that obsarvance of the principle of the pear- "1
settlement of disputes in relations between States is a fundamental norm. Any
deviation from this principle cannot bs condoned. No State boundary can be changed
by the use of force or ammexation of the territory of a State, as has happened to
Kuwait. We cannot condome under any pretext whatsoever any form of aggression by a
State whose res lt, in our view, cinnot bs allowed to stand. Indeed, the racent
svents ir our region have shattered our hopes and made a mockery of the Decade of
International Law. We recognise and continue to stress the principle that States
must resort to bilateral, regional or international institutions, such as the
International Court of Justice, to settle any disputes as the only way to settle
any inter-State dispute. We therefore uneguivocally ccndemn any resort to force to
resolve disputes between States. As a first step towards resolving the Gulf
crisis, Irag must unconditionally cease its occupation of Kuwait forthwith.
Thoreafter His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Ahmed Al Sabab, must
resume his responsibilities as the ruler of Kuwait. The form of govarament of that
country is entirely the responsibility of the people of Kuwait and no one 2lse.

In the same context, the consideration of an item entitled "Protectiom and
security of small States" assumes great significance. The General Assembly, in its
resolution 44/31, recognized that small States may be particularly vulnerable to
external threats and to acts of interference in their intermal affairs. It hardly

reeds to be emphasised that States ere obliged to toipcct the principle of
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territorial integrity and other prirciples of the Charter. Ths United Wations has
showa exempiary undorstending ia dealing with tho current crisis in the Gulf. All
efforts must bo made to prevent the recurronce of guch a crigis in thuituturc. It
is therefore necessary that the United Hations consider establishing standing
machinery and estzblished procedures to deal with such crises in the futures.

“Ad hoc-ism" may be goed im dealing with a particular situation. It ia, however,
high time ix our view that the United Nations established its authority and
implemented the Charter provisions on the maintenance of peace and security in
their true spirit and lettez.

There are many items on the AALCC's agenda which have a bearing on izgues
concsraing peace, security and disarmament. We are in particular cenceransd over
the inordinste delay in convening the United Natioms Confersnce on the Indisn Ccean
as 2 Zone of Peace. fthile we oppreciate the ragprochoment betwsen the United
Scates and the Soviet Union in their bilsteral relations and positive waderstanding
towards regional conflicts, we consider it necessary that the matter of the Indism
Ocean us a sone of peace should now bs brought to the forefromt of the concerns of
all States in the region, the Uanited Hations and the supsr-Powers.

In conclusion, I should like to inform the General Assembly that the AALCC
will be holding its thirtieth session in Cairo early next Year. The sesszion will
have many important and relevant items oz its agonde. We locock forwerd to broad
participation from our member Governments and obsarvers, including ths United
Natione and its agencies. I am sure that I would 2lsc be speaking for our Egyptian
hosts in assuring dolegations that th# thirtieth scasicn of the AALCC under the

watchful eye of the Sphinz early next year will be a great success.
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Iha PRESIDENT: X now cell on the ropresentative of China, who will
introduce draft resolution A/45/L.4/Rev.l in the course of his statesent.

Mc. SUR Lin (China) (interpretation from Chiress): Ten yoars ago the
General Munb:_ly,qrmtcd obsarver status to the Asisn-African Legal Comsultative
Committee (Mncc).. One year later the AALCC set up its permansnt missien to the
United l!itiou. thus establishing official and regular co-oparation between the tuo
organizations. Over the dscade the co-operation with the Unitsd HWatiors has become
the most important aspoct in the MALTC's work with iutornati~aal organisations.
With idesticsl aims and purposes, both organizations have benefited tremendoualy
from their co-oparation in pursuing their respective aims and purposes. Through
co-operation with the United Natiocms the AALCC has gained a more precise and
in-depth understanding of the mejor intermationmal questions to whick ths
international community attaches great importancy, It has also gained useful
experionce and knowladge from othar regione of the world. In the legal field in
particular, the AALCC's relaticnship with ths Sizmth Committee of the General
Assembly, the Coamission on International Law ané the Cosmission on International
Trade Law is espscially close. The consultation forum provided by the AALCC has
Played a positive role in promoting progress and dovslopmset in the codification of
international lew oa the part of Member Statas in uaifying and co-ordinating
intersationsl trads law and in giving impetus to the work of the relevant United
Wationg bodies in the f£ield of intarnational law.

We actively support ths AALCC in continuing to strongthen its co-operative
ralations with the United Mations in legal ard other fields. It is our hope that
tho important idoas of the Asisn-African countries concorning internationzl law
will be :oﬂocécd to a greatsr extent in the relevant Urited Nations orgass throvgh

the AALLC.



NS/cog A745/PV.31
17

(Mr. _Sun Lin. Chipa)

We are particularily Pleased to note that in March this year the twenty-ninth
anaual maseting of the AALCC was held in Beijing, China. Sontor legal officials,
diplomats and well-known legal scholars from many Asisn and African countries held
extensive Aiscussions and consultations not oaly on Guastions of international law
with the Asian and African countries concerned but aisoc on many other legal
questions that are being discussed at the United Natioas. This meeting was a great
success.

At the last session the General Assembly adopted a rosclution to declare the
United Nations Decade of Intarnational Law., At preseat the Working Group on the
Dacade of Interhationrl Law is drafting a spacific programme of activities to be
considered by the Sixth Committee. We note that the AALCC has already taken a
decision to participate in the activities of the Decsde. This is ancther important
effort to strengthen co-operation between the AALCC and tha United Nations. We
hope that the AALCC will carry out its activities even more vigorously ana
fruitfully in sccordance with its aims and purposes and that i¢ will make
contributions to the Decade of International Law.

I should@ like now to introduce draft rescluticn A/45/L.4/Rev.1, on
“Co-operation between the United Kations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committes”, under agenda item 20, om behalf of the following sponsors: Australia,
Canads, China, Cyprus, Egypt, IrA?: Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iranm,
Japan, Kenya, Nspal, New Zealand, raxistan, Sri Lanka and the United Republic of
Tanzania.

This year's draft resolution, which is based on previous resolutions, includes
8 new cperative paragraph - namely, operative paragreph 4, which

“Notes with appreciation the decision of the Asian-African Legal

Consultative Comhittce to pérticipate-actively in the programmes of the United

Nations Decade of International Law".
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Co-cperation between the AALCC and the United Nations has been effective and
fruitful over many years. The AALCC alsc takes a positive attitude towards the
United Nations Decade of International Law, which is a matter of great importance
to all delegations. We look forward to the AALCC meking important contributions to
the programmes of the Decade.

Here I wish to draw the Assembly's attention to operative paragraph 1, which

“takes note with appraciation c¢f the report of the Secretary-Gensral'.

That report gives a detailed account of tﬁe activities of the AALCC since the
forty-third session of the General Assambly and provides vsluable information for
our deliberations on this item. .

We hope that the Secretary-General will continue to submit roports on
co-oporation botweer the United Nations and the AALCC. We sppreciata the efforts
made by the Secretariat im this regard.

In recent years, as the areas of co-opsration between the United Nations and
the AALCC have expanded - for the mutual benefit of both organizations -~ the
importance of this item has been increasingly recognized. We hopa that the item
entitled "Co-operation betwean the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal
Consultative Committes" will be included on the agenda of the forty-seventh sassion
of the General Asgembly. This proposal is reflected in operative persgraph 6 of
the draft resolution.

Finally, we hope that the draft reuolution will be adopted by ccncenrsus.

Mr. GALAL (Egypt) (ineerprctation from Arabic): PFirst of all, I would
like to congratulate the Secretary-General of the Asian-African Legal Consultative

Committee, Mr. Njenga, on the valuable statement that he has just made in which he
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ennvmarated the achievements of the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee and
its efforts to streagthen the role of the United Nations and its various agencies
in all areas.

Egypt attaches great importance to the promotion and strengthening of the
co-oparation which exists bstween the United Nations and the Consultative Committes
and the opening up of new prospects for future co-operation. This stems from our
deep conviction that it is vital to establish a broad basis for an understanding of
the role of international law in improving the international climate and ensuring
that international relations will be conducted in a context of justice and
co-equality in the interests of all peoples and with the purpose of building a
better world for our Zuture generations.

The United Nationsz has expressad its recognition of the Consulitative
Committee's important rcle, when the General Assembly, at the thirty-fifch seasion,
decided to.grant the Committee the status of Permanent Obsorver and invited it to
participate, in that capacity, in the General Assembly's sessions and
deliberations. At the thirty-sixth session, the Genaral Aszsembly also decided to
include on the agenda the item which is now before us, with a view to highlighting
the important role of the éommittae in consolidating the activities and work of the
United Nations on the international and regional levels.

The Consultative Committee has lived up to the expactations of the Unitsd
Nations. It has intensified its efforts in the area of progressively developing
and codifying international law as well as in the economic and humanitarian
fields, @breovet. it has participated effectively in the confarences and meatings
of the4Uhited N;tions. In addition, it has submitted several studisz on various

crucial matters that are of current interest to the interxationsl community.
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We have ncted also the participation by some judges of the Internatioral Court of
Justice, Chairman of the International Law Commission and representatives of the
specialized agencies of ths United Nations in meetings of the Consultativs
Committee. This shows that there is a common interest in the problems under
consideration.

As the role of the Ccmmittee is to strengthen the work of the Unitsd Nations,
activities in the area of international law, the Committee has included in its work
programme some of the problems which ars under consideration in the Irternational
Law Commisszion, such as non-navigational uses of international waterways and
Judicial immunities of States and their assets. The Comsultative Committse also is
currently considering these two particular issues. It hsd organized =2 seminar
during the forty-first session of the General Assembly on the legal aspects of both
issues, with a view to facilitating the work of the International Law Commisaion in
this area. The Consultative Committee contimues to co-operative effectively with
the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) by drawing the
attention of its members to the question of the standardization and codification of
the rules of internatiocnal trade law and urging them to adhere to conventions which
have been scdopted by the Commission.

Moreover, the Consultative Committee has begun to compile a legal guidebook
for joint industrial projects. It has formulated a scheme for settlement of
disputes in economic and commercial transactions. Three regional centrss for
arbitration under the scheme have been set up. My country has the honour of
hosting one of the three centres. The centrs is handling with great efficacy the
promotion and implementation of the rules established by the United Nations
Commiszior on International Trade Law.

Over the past few years, the Consultative Committee has broadened the scope of
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its activities to embrace several issues of concera to the international
community. It has carried out studies on contenmporary problems such as the
extercal debt of developing countries, the quertion of refugees and the ililcit
traffic in narcotic dArugs trafficking. At its twenty-seventh session, the
Consultative Committee included in its agenda an item entitled "Deportation of
Palestinians as a violation of internatiomal law, particularly of the 1949 Geneva
Convention". Since then, the Consultative Committee has continued to considsr the
.various legal aspects of the problem.

Last year, the Committee included in its work programme an item on the
important issue of the “Iransboundary movement of hazardous wastes ard their
disposal”. The study prepared by the Committes on that subject was considered by
the Legal Advisers of the member Stateg in their meeting held in New York last
year,

1 shall not deal in detail with all the activities of the Asian-African Legal
 Consultative Committse and its pivnesring role in enhancing the effectiveness of
the United Nations. This has bsen dealt with in detail in the report of the
Secretary-General in document A/45/504. However, I should like to say here that
the Consultative Committee has acquired a certain legal and political expertise
since its establishment 34 years ago. This has enabled the Comnittee to
consolidate its standing in the internatiomal arena and demonstrate its
effectiveness in all areas rslating to the problems of concern to the internaticnal
commucity,

With the beginning of the Decade for International Law, wa look forward to the
effective participation by the Committee in the preparatory work for that important
decads. The éommittee, through its legal expertise, can make a valuable

contribution to the Decade's work programme. Wa hopg that the United Nations and
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its specialized agencies will make extensive use of the Consultative Committee's
expertise through wider co-operation and use of the specialized studies prepared by
.the Committee.

Mr. KHARRAZI (Islamic Republic of Iran): I should like to begin my
statement by thanking the Secretariat for preparing & comprehensive and useful
report on co-operation between the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal
Consultative Committee (AALCC), contained in document A/45/504.

Certainly by including the phrase "encouraging the progressive development of
international law and its codification" in Article 13 of the Charter, and by the
creation of the Intermational Law Commission in 1947 by the General Assembly, the
corner-stone of law-making machinery was laid down by the international community.
Since then a number of conventions regulating various aspects of international
relations have been prepared under the auspices of the United Natious.

Now that an increasing awareness exists among the members of the international
community that in our highly interdependent world everyone's interests could be
best served through an orderly and just system, it iz expected that the ongoing
efforts concerning the progressive development of international law and its
codification will be speeded up. It is evident from General Assembly resclution
44/23 that, in the coming years, the codification and progressive development of
international law - which, in accordance with the above-mentioned resolution, is
one of the major purposes of the decade - would constitute a significant portion of
the activities of the concerned organs of the United Nationms.

We, the Asian and African countriés. in our eagerness to participate actively
in the codification process of international law and its progressive development,
established the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee in 1956. That is a

unique organization whose very raison d'atre is the progressive development of
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international law and its codification. Since its ineeption, AALCC has undertaken
a8 number of studies in the field of intermational legal matters of common concern
to the two coneiﬁénts, and haz functioned as a forum for the exchange of viaws and
1n£o:naﬁion amoné 1€i mamber States. It has playéd a significant role in exploring
needs and ideas and in harmbni:inq the views ahdvp@sitiona of the States of Africa
and Asia concern1n§ varicus aspects of the codific&tion of international law and
its progressive development.

Indeed, a commen objective - namely, striving for codification of
internationezl law and its progressive develcpﬁent - linka.the two organiszations.
It was this common objective that led to the commencsmsnt of co-oporaticn betwasn
the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee and the United Nations immediately

after the founding of the AALCC, a co-operation that continues to this day.
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This co-operation may be divided into two pericds. The first inclndes the
yoars before 1981, when co-operation between the United Nations and AALCC hed not
baen officially established. Fven during this poriod, there was anitful and
eonetructivi co-operation between the two forums. For example, AALéC undertook a
syctematic and consistent examination of subjects on the agenda of the
International Law Commission from Asian and African perspectives. Its views and
recomamendations were diractly or indirectly reflected in.the Comnission's
proceedings. Bvaluations and recommendationz made by AALCC on the draft Convention
on diplomstic Privileges and Immunities were another ezaunple of active
participation on the part of AALCC in the process of codifying international law.

%he second phase of co-operation between AALCC and the United Nations started
2a 1981, when AALCC began to carry out its activities in an official capacity, and
pormanent observer status with the United Nations was accorded to it under
resclution 36/38. Since then, co-operation between the two organizations has been
congolidated and AALCC has included in its programme of projects and studies a
numbexr of important items that are on the agenda of the General Assembly.

Co-operation between the two organizations has entered & new stage in recent
years. The Secretary-General of AALCC or his representatives have participated in
@nd addressed meotings of the Sixth Committee, az well as the Preparatory
Commission for the iaw of tho sea. Likewise, representatives from the Legal Office
of the United Mationz have participated in the annual mestings of AALCC. Last, but
not least, the fact that the Secretary-Generul of AALCC, Mr. Njenga, is a member of
the International Law Commission facilitates to a grester degree co-operation

between the two organizations,
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By proclaiming the 19908 as the Decade of International Law, under resolution
44/23, another avenus for co-operation between the two organizations has been
opened. In respomse to the circular of the Secretariat concerning the programmes
for the Decade, AALCC has put forward some valuable proposals, in document
A/45/430. It is our earnest hope that they will be taken into account in the
programme of activities for the Decade. In our view, AALCC can assist the United
Nations, in Qifferent ways, to carry out its programmes relating to the Decade.
Seminaras und training courses could be arranged by AALCC in collaboration with the
United Nations with a view to encouraging the teaching, dissemination and wider
appreciation of international law, a major purpose of the Decade. It can further
assist the United Nations in the programmes of the Decade conceraming the
codification of internaticnal law.

That is why my delegatioa has becoms a sponsor of the draft resolution on
co-cperation between the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Coansultative
Committee, contained in document A/45/L.4/Rev.1, and hopes that it will be adopted
by consensus.

Mr., NAGAI (Japan): I should like first of all to express my delegation's
appreciation for the elaberate report of ths Secretary-General, contained i~
document A/45/504, which has helped tremendously our deliberations under Gyeada
item 20.

On behalf of the Sovernment of Japan, I am pleassd te have this opportunity to
pay high tribute to the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committes. Ever since its
establishment more than three decades ago, the Committee has been playing a
valuable role in the expanzion and development of international law throughout the

Asian-African region. I note with particular appreciation that, in addition to
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its efforts regarding legal issues facing the Asian-African region, it has racently
éxpandad the scope of its activities to address urgent issues that transcend
regional boundaries and affect peoples everywhere. I refer, for sxample, to its
vigorous efforts relating to the issues of environmental protection and the fliicit
traffic in narcotic drugs.

The AALCC secretariat, which has been fulfilling its task under the excellent
leadership of Secretary-General Njenga, has been making commendable efforts to
strengthan its tios of co-operation with the United Nations and various bodies
within the Organization by conductirg periodic deliberations and seminars on
various topics. It is Japan's hope that, through the exchange of information and
views it is conducting with those organizations, AALCC will expand the issues on
its agenda and establish priorities among them, and that, by holding intesnsive
deliberations and by reporting at United Nations forums on the results of those
deliberations, it will function more fully as a feedback mechanism. We recogniss
that by co-oparating in this way these two organizations can contribute to the
study of various problems currently confronting the Member States of the United
Nations and, in so doing, strengthen the role and functions of the United Hations,

In thiz regard, we welcome the numerous sfforts beirng mads by AALCC since the
fortieth session of the Gensral Assembly to strengthen the role of the United
Nations through the rationalization of its functions.

Tremendous changes have taken place in the structure of the internationsl
community. As we strive to respond to those changes, it is spparent that
international law will play an evar-greater role in tho mew intermational order
that is evolving. ﬁnder these circumstances, Japan welcomes the timoly declaration
of the Dscads of Intermational Law, and is confident that, with greater
co-operation betwsen AALCC and the United Natious, efforts te build a peaceful

international order under the rule of law will coatinue to flgourish.
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Mr. Gurbachan SINGE (India): My delegation appreéiatcs the
Secretary-Generalts report (A/45/504) entitled “"Co-operation between the United

Kations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee®., which gives a succinct
idea of the work of the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee (AALCC) in the
recent past.

The Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee, established in 1956 by seven
Asian States, namely, Burma - now Myanmar - India, Indonesia, iraq, Japan,

Sri Lanka and Syria, to serve as an advisory body of legal sxperts for
consultations and co-operation between its member Govarnments in tho field of
international law and economic relations, particularly matters under consideration
in the United Nations and its various organs and agoncies, has been doing
commendable work since its inception. In particular, its formsr Secretary-Ganeral,
Mr. B. Sen, and its present Secretary-General, Mr. Frank Njenga, together with its
highly qualified research team, deserve recognition for their efforts. Forty-three
Statea are now membsrs of the AALCC.

The Committee, a unique regional organization whose raison &‘'étre is to
contribute to the progressive develcpment and codification of international law,
has been endeavouring not only to promote acceptance of and respect for the
principles and norms of international law, but alse to strengthen the Unitoed
Nations role in this regard and to respond to the specific needs of doveloping
countries as a whole. The Sacretary-General's report details, in paragraphs 13 to
17, the valuable inpute of the AALCC in strengthening international economic
co-operation for development.

Following intensive consultations between officials of the Uniiad Natioms and
the Secretary-General of the AALCC, a programme of co-operation was drawn up which

identified nine gpecific arcas, namely: the co-operative framework; representation
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at meetings and conferences; work of the Sixth Committee; mattera pertaining to the
law of the sea; the question of refugess; efforts towards strengthening the role of
the United Nations through rationalisation of functional modalitios; illicit
traffic in narcotic drugs; international economic co-operation for development; and
scnes of peace and international co-operation.

The co-operative framswork has now becoms a reguls:r feature. The AALCC has
also undertaken important initiatives with the objective of strengthening the role
of the United Nations. The Secretary-Gensral's report before us gives an
indication of these. The Committee’s activities in these areas have not been
confine to its membership but have extended to all intercsted States Members of
the United Nations. Purthermore, areas of co-operztion have been expandsd to cover
matters in the economic ard humanitarian fields, in addition to progressive
development and codification of international law.

Of special importance to my delegation is the Committee's work on
international economic co-oparation for development. In an ara when barriers are
coming down, the Committes's identification of the intermational legal or
regulatory framework and strengthening such co-opo;atiqn Qeserve toc be noted as a
véluabm input for the overall co-operative exercise.

We ave impressed by the exteant of the relationship between the United Nations
and the Committee. Its verious organs and agencies have over the years covered an
extensive field, including law, economic reiations, environment, the problem of
refugecs, and ocean resources. Tho work of the Sizth Committee of the Ganeral
Mi;ably is of special interest to tim AALCC, and its secretariat prepares notes on
matters under consideration Gesigned to assist Member States in their

participation. Such an inpuc contridbutes to more meaningful debates in this
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forum. Of particular roievance in this regard are the Consultative Committee's
links with the International Law Commission snd the United Mations Commission on
International Trads Law {UNCITRAL). Bspecially noteworthy are the publication of
proceedings of a regional seminar on iaternational trade law, organized in
collaboration with UNCITRAL and held at New Delki in October 19893 teco-n?ndntion
of UNCITRAL's Modsl Law on International Commercial Arbitration; acceptance of the
United Nations Convention on the Limitatior Pariod in Intermstional Sale of
Soods, 1974; the United Wations Convention on Contracts for the International Sals
of Goods, 19805 and the Unitsd Nations Convention on Carriage of Goods by
Sea, 1978.

We are hopeful that the existing areas of co-operation between the United
Nations and the AALCC will not only bs maintained but further strongthened by
closely involving the Committee in ths programme of the United Mations Dscade of
International Law. India considers the United Naticns Decade to be of graat
importance snd would like to see active participation by the AALCC in its
activities - particularly, with the help of ths United Nations, by instituting
training programmes and scholarships for natiorals of developing countries, by
organizing seminars on joint United Nations-AALCC efforts ané, espacially, by
intensifying co-operation with specialized ageuncies and bodies such as the United
Nstions Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the Office of the United Mations RHigh
Comnisnloner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Maritime Organisetion (IMO),
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Atomic Enerqgy
Agency (IAEA), the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), and
g0 forth.

Ne appreciate the Comnitteg's efforts to urge its member States to ratify the

United Rations Convention on the Law of the Sea in order to ensure the Treaty's
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early ontry into force, as well as the addendum to its Bangkok Principles, which
elaborate the concept of burden sharing, besides the question of the State's
responsibility in regard to refugees.

It is important to note the Committee's future programwes, especially those
direczed towards defining critorié for Adistinguishing between terrorism and
people’'s struggle for liberation: and its work, as noted in the Secretuary-General's
report, relating to questions such as the deportation of Palestinians being a
violation of intermational law, both customary and codified, and relating to
occupied territories, responsibilities of the occupying Power and the question of
payment of compensation. Of equal importance is the Committe's work on
transboundary movement of hasardous wastes and their disposal, including its study
on co-operation between Asian and African countries to ban the dumping of toxic and
other wastea into their countries and to co-cparate in the formulation of regional
or subregional conventions banning the dumping of such wastes.

My delegation is happy to support the AALCC's many activities and trusts that
they will continue to strengthen that Organization's contributions to the United
Nations and the world community.

Me. WISNUMURII (Indonesia): First of all, my delegation would like to
express its appreciation to the Secretary-General for his report in
document A/45/50¢.

Thirty-five years ago, as an outcome of the Bandung Conferencs, the
Asian-African Leggl‘Conaultative Cowmittes (AALCC) emerged, smbracing the two
sister continents of Asia and Africa, and over the years it gradually established
itself as a major forum for internaticnal co-operation. That historic Conference

has few parallels in history, in terms of z."her the vastness of the area it
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Yepresonted or the objectives to be achieved. It had a momentous impact on forging
an identity between a group of nations with different political, economic and
social structures of government, and in its growth as an independent force in
international affairs. 1In this connectioa, Indonssia takes great pride in having
been one of the five Colombo Powers at Bandung in 1955 to sponsor the Agian-African

Conference.
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During the course of the work of the AALCC, it has di;ected its activities to
towards complementing the work of the United Nations and has established close
relations with ths Organization and its various agencies engaged in the fields of
law and economic relacions. This culminated in the decision of the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session to accord Permanent Cbserver status to the
Consultative Committee, a diatinction it shares with few other international
organizations. )

My delegation avails itself of this opportunity to extend its support and
co-operation in the deliberations on the agenda item entitled "Co-cperation between
the United NRations and the Asian-African Consultative Committee". The co-operation
programme which was drawn up pursuant to paragarph 4 of Gensral Assembly resqlution
43/1, of 17 October 1988, can effectively enhance co-ordination by routine
'éonsultations between the Consultative Committee and this body as they involve
themselves in various subjects and issues of world-wide importance. in this
context, it is pertinent to note that the Consultative Committee's activities
include training officers in the technique of research, handling international

legal problems, holding periodic meetings and seminars and rendering advice of

special interest to Member States.

One of the primary functions assigned to the Consultative Committee under its -

statutes was the examination of questions under consideration by the International
Law Commission which contemplated establishing a link betwsea them in the
progressive development and codification of international law. Its present work
programme includes the guestion of non-navigational uses of international
watercourses and jurisdictional immunities of States. We are confident that the
Consultative Committes and the International Law Commission will make cénsiderable

progress in dealing with these important issues,

A significant initiative takem by the Consultative Committee in playing of its.
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wider role was in relation to the third United Nations Conference on the Law of the
Sea. As propoaed»by Indoneeia; the Consultative Committee considerad in
Janunary 1976 a nem-agonda item on the law of the sea with a view to assisting its
menber Goverments and other Asian-African States in the preparetory work for the
Conference in the United Nations eea-bed Committes. Some of the major concepts in
relation to the law of the sea were developed for the first time in the
deliberationa of the Coneultative Committee at that. meeting. held in Colombo, and

.also in the Conference iteelf. In this connection. particular mention should bs
made of the concept.of the exclusive economic zone. It was at that meeting of the

tConaultative Committee that Indonesia and the Philippines resumed their effortz to
promote internationnl understanding and acceptance of the Archipelagic State

.‘concept. - The Consultative Committee continued to make a significant contribution

~ not only in: preparing the 1982 Convention ou the Law of the fea, but alsc in

2 promoting ratitication and implementation of the Convention, including internally

by conducting atudiee end preparing national legislation on verious aspects of the

';'Convention. -and externally through ite participation in the Preparatory Commmission

: for the International Sea-Bed Authority and for the International Tribunal for the
CLaw of the Sea, . A

Collaboration betveen the AALCC and the Uuited Nations Commission on
Internetional Trade Law (UNCITRAL) in the development ot international trade law
hae bean particularly close end ective.. The Consultative Committee hze, during the
preparation of the major texts of UNCITRAL, qreatly influenced the final versiou.
Aa a result, the AALCC has recommended to ita member Statee the UNCITRAL
Arbitration Rules. ratification of the United Natione Convention ou Contracts for
the Sale of Goods, and the United Hations Convention on the Carriage of Goods by
Sea, 1978 (HBamburg: Rules), as well as tne_adoption ofithe UNCITRAL Model Law cn

International Commercial Arbitration.
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The mandate of 17 December 1966 to UNCITRAL to

“eoo bear in mind the interests of developing countries in the extensive

development of international trade” (xesolution 2205 (XXI}. para, 9)
comes from resolution 2205 (XXI), by which UNCITRAL was created. In this regard,
my dolegation is confident that the continued close co-operation bstween the two
organizations will foster trade links at the interragional and global levels.’
Their participation has also contributed towards the creation and codification of
rules of international trade law that would refiect the interest of developing
countries.

Although the role of the Consultative Committee lay primarily in internatcional
law, its activities have widened in conscnance with its main objectivs as a forum
for ;aian-hfrican co-cperation in the field of economic relations. Oane of its
major achievoments is the adoption of the integrated scheme for settlement of
disputes with a view to creating stability in economic transactions with the
countries in the region. The Consultative Cormittee has also participated as an
intergovernmental organization in the work of the United Nations Confereance on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to kasp in touch with global negotiations where
economic and legal implications are interlinked. 1In conegidering the pressing issue
of the debt burden of develcoping countries, the AALCC has undertaken studies on the
subject of negotiating the rescheduling of loans and is fomulating legal guidelines
on internaticnal loan agreements.

I turn now to the subject of strengthening the role of the United Nations
through the rationalization of fuactional modalities. The AALCC has baen
particuiariy active in this sphere, preparing a study on the subject and focusing
close attention on the follow-up of the implementatcion and proqreaé of United
Nations resolutions. The need for adopting, clarifying and improving the exiating

rules of international law was recognized by the General Assembly in its resolution
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44/23, of 17 November 1989, in which it declared the period 1990 to 1999 tho United
Nations Decade of International Law. In this connection, the Consultativs
Committee has a vital role to play and has therefore urged closer co-operation
within the comity of nations. My delegation maintains that co-ordination in the
£field of codification and dissemination of international law appsars to be a Qire
necessity of the héur. The precision of this gigantic task is absolutely vitai te
the evaluation of peace and harmony between nations. In this context, it should be
mentioned that the Consultative Committee has prepared a study on promoting the use
of the International Court of Justice and has submitted a report to the Secretary-
General on various metheds of increasing the effectiveness and implementation of
the Manila Declaration on the peaceful settlement of disputes between States. We
are certain that the study undertaken will make a significant contribution by
harmonizing the views of Asian-African Staces.

The Indonesian delegation is of the firm view that the significant progress so
far achievad by the AALCC not only has proved beneficial in drawing together the
expertise of the Asian-African region but has made a considerable impact by
projacting the interests of the international community as a whole. It has
undoubtedly attained the primcipal objective of the 1955 Bandung Conference, which
was to

"view the position of Asia and Africa and the peoples in the world today and

the contribution they can make to the promotion of world peace and

co-opaeration”,
As a founding member of that Conference, we reaffirm our steadfsast suppert for and
co-operaticn in the programme of future activities between the AALCC and the United
Nations. With this objective in mind Indonesia has bocome a sponsor of draft

resolution A/45/L.4/Rev.1, entitled "Co-operation betweon the United Naticns and

the Asion-African Legal Consultative Committes®.
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Mr. PERERA (Sri Lanka): The item entitled "Co-operation between the
United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committes"” was included in
the agenda of the thirty-seventh session of the Gensral Assembly. This was done in
recognition of the Committee's contribution in promoting interregional and
international co-operation in support of the efforts cf the United Nations. Over
the years the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committse (AALCC) has providad a
major forum for the States Members in Asia and Africa to engage in consultations
and co-operation in the legal field. In doing 30, the Committee has worked in
liaison with the United Natioas, maintaining close relations with its variocus
bodies and specialized agencies.

My delegation attaches great importance to the work of the AALC, which was
established by the developing countries of Asia and Africa in order to make an
impact on the progressive development of internatiomal law. Further, although the
establishment of the Committee was intended to promote the development of
international law, the Committee has extended its activities to include
consideration of international economic co-operation for development, the question
of refugees and displaced persons, and even one of the videspread social evils of
our time, the illicit traffic in narcotic drugs.

We are also happy to note that, in an effort to preserve our environmeant, the
Committee is actively engaged in formulating regional and international conventions
on banning the dumping of toxic and other wastes. As a founder member of the
Committee, Sri Lanka is pleased with the significant contribution the Committes has
made to the progressive developmeat of international law in keeping with the
aspirations of their people. This is all the more evident by the increasing number
of active participants at recent meetings of the Committee, from outside the two
continents, whosa interests in the devalopment of international law were identical

with those of the developing countries of Asia and Africa.
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The Secretary-General's report contained in document A/45/504 covers a wide
range of subjects, of relevance to United Nations activitias, with which the
Committee had been involved. Among these matters, the Committee is continuing to
follow up the implementation of the resolution relating to strengthening the role
of the United Nations by rationalising its modus operandi in its programmes of work
on aubjects under consideration by the International Law Commission and the United
Nations Commission on International Trade Law. In the United Nations activites
under the Convention on the Law of the Sea, the (ommittee has reactivated a
sub-committee on the law of the sea and is engaged in preparing a study on joint
ventures and other core issues considered by the Preparatory Commission for the
International Sea-Bed Authority.

Sri Lanka is pleased to be a sponsor of draft resolution A/45/L.4/Rev.l,
concerning co-operation between the United Nations and the AALCC.

My delegation wishes to place on record our deep appreciation of the untiring
efforts of the Secretary-General of the AALCC and of the other members of the AALCC
secretariat.

Mr. NYARYI (United Republic of Tanzania): I welcome with great pleasure
this cpportunity to express my delegatioa‘'s satisfaction with the dynamic and
active co-operation which exists betwsen the United Nations and the Asian-African
Legal Consultative Committee (AALCC). This long-standing relationship has been,
and remains, an cutstanding example of the role which regional organizations can
play in assisting ana complementing the efforts of thc United Nations in the
maintenance of international peace and security.

The United Nations Charter recognizes and encourages the supportive role which
regional organizations can play towards the attainment of the objectives of the

United Nations. 1In the case of the work of the Sixth Committee, the coatribution
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of thy AALCC to the debates, through its notes and commeants on the items bsfora the
Sixth Committee, have been invaluable. These comments have sorved to satiafy a
nesd which many of cur countries have felt at all stages in preparing themselves to
participate effectively in the debates of the General Assembly. My country
attaches particular importance to these commentaries; to enable delegations to
take them fully into account during their preparations for the General Assembly, it
would be immensely helpful if the comments wera made available well in advance of
the session.

At the thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly, which coincided with the
twenty-Jifth anniversary of the establishment of the AALCC, the Assembly commended
the Committee on promoting interregional and international co-operation in support
' of the efforts of the United Nations towards that end. The Committee has continued
to work to strengthen the role of the United Nations and its organs, partjcularly
in respect of encouraging recourse to the Internation&l Court of Justice. Many
States have begun to rc-evaluate their attitudes towards the Court, and there is no
doubt that the work of the AALCC is one of the many factors encouraging movement in
this direction. My delegation believes the Committee has been able to achisvae this
through its programmes and initiatives designed to promote the dissemination and
appreciation of international law and other related subjects among the Member
States and of the central role assigned to the International Court of Justice in
the application of international law.

Thé work of the AALCC has not been confined to the agenda of the Sixth
Committee: it has encompassed other areas too. This year, the AALCC secretariat
prepared notes and commsnts on items relating to the Indian Ocean as & sone of
peace, the United Natioms Conferance on Environment and Development, and the

protection of the global climate for present and future generations. The commeats
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are a serious and welcoms attempt by the Committee to build a regional consensus on
these issues. Thus the Committee xemains the only forum where the African and
Asian countries in the regions can consult and evolve common positions not just on
issues of international law but also on other issues of common interest. The
widening of the scope of the activities undertaken by the AALCC as a result of the
consultations conducted between the secretariats of the United Nations and the

AALCC is a very welcome development, and my delegation would like to take this

opportunity to commend both secretariats on their contribution to this endeavour.
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We note with appreciation the Secretary-Gsneral's report regarding
co-operation betwesn the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee. It shows the links and collaboration that the AALCC has forged not only
with the United Nations Secretariat but also with other bodies as well, such as the
International Law Commission, the United Nations Commission on International Trads
Law and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, to mention
only a few.

The Committee has not overicoked deficiencies or weaknessss on the part of its
co-operating partners which impair or impede their ccllaboration. It has, for
example, set out recommendations for the improvement of the functioning of the
General Assembly. My delegation welcomes these recommendations as important and
usaful and very much hopss that thsy will be used to enrich the draft document on
the rationalization of the United Nations procedures, which has been finalized by
the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and om the Strengthening
of the Role of the Organization.

We note also the list of issues set out by the AALCC which it hopas to
undertake in pursuance of the objectives of the Decade of International Law. These
have been reproduced in the rsport of the Secretary-General relating to the United
NHations Decade on Internaticmal Law. It is our hope that, in view of the excellent
co-operation that exists batween the two bodies, the United Nations will assist and
work side by aiéo with the AALCC in the implementation of the programme. We
welcome the emphasis placed on the role of joint meetings and seminars in the
promotion of the programme. It is an open secret that, in view of the financial
problemz the AALCC is facing, the Committee will on its own be unable to realisze
many, if not most, of its programmes. It is our hope, therefore, that the United

Nations will respond positively to the Committee's request for financial support.
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Finally, I want to thank the United Nations Secretary-General for his report
on this item. We are confident that it will contribute not only to the
consolidation of the co-operation between the United Nations and the AALCC but also
to the strengthening and widening of the scope of co-operation betwsen the two
bodies. As an active member of the AALCC. Tanzania looks forward to making its
contribution in co-operation with other countries in the region and the United
Nations and the AALCC.

Mr. ADHIKARI (Nepal): My delegation is pleased to note the growing
co-oparation between the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee (AALCC). At the outset my delegation would like to thank the
Secretary-General for his skilful report on co-operation between the United Nations
and the AALCC.

It is well known that the AALCC was first founded in 1956, under the title
“Asian Legnl Consultative Committee", by ssven members. Subsequently the Committee
was enlarged to zccommodate newly independent African States as well. Since its
inception the Committee has made a significant contribution to the davelopment of
modern international law, and its relationship with the United Nations and its
subsidiary organs deserves special mention.

The Committee has encouraged all Membar Statez to promote wider use of the
International Court of Justice regarding the peaceful sottlement of disputes
betwsen States. At the i4th meeting of the Sixth Committee, on 12 Gctober 1990, my
delegation stated: "there should be additional outside encouragement for ...
countries to take their disputes to the Court". In this context, it is important
to reiterate tho significant role of the International Court of Justice, as

mentioned in paragraph 8 of document A/45/504.
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Other issues under consideration before the Consultative Committee, such as
promotion of ratification and implementation of the United Nations Convention on
Law of the Sea, international economic co-operation for development, the queation
of refugees, zones of peace and international co-operation and illicit traffic in
narcotic drugs, emphasize the relevance of the growing co-operation betwesn the
United Nations and the Committee.

International economic co-operation and the Decade of International Law are
two additional issues of particular interest to iy delegation and other developing
countries which are members of the AALCC. My delegation is, therefore, Pleased to
note that the question oi ‘he debt burden of developing countries has besen
addressed by the Consultative Committee since its 1985 sessicn in Xathmandu,

In conclusion, my delegation welcomes draft resolutionm A’35/L.4/Rev.1, of
which Nepal is a sponsor, and iz convinced that the work of both the United Nations
and the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee will be positively affected by
its adoption.

Mz. TRAXLER (Italy): I have the honour to speak on behal{ of the 12
States Members of the European Community.

The Twelve have always had high regard for the quality of work of the
Asian-African Legal Comnsultative Committee. Indeed most of them follow ite
sessions closely as observers. We are highly appreciative of the work undertaken
up to now by the Committea, in particular as regards tli: strengthening of the role
of the United Nations and of its principal organs.

The Twelve would 1ike to underline how much they appreciate the important
contribution Mr. Njenga is making as the Committee's Secretary-General. We have
listensd with great interest to his statement and have taken careful note of the

current activities as well as of those under preparation.
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The Twelve have already had the opportunity in the past to support various
initiatives undertaken by ths Asian-African Legeal Cocnsultative Committee,
especially as regards the rationalization of the procedures in the General
Assembly. They congratulate the Committee for the comstructive co-operation that
exists betwwen it and the United Nations. They hope that this co-opaeration will be

strengthened and become even more fruitful in the future.
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Mc. ABOU-HADID (Syrian Arad Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): The
delegation of the Syrian Arab Repudlic, one of the seven Asian States that founded
this Committee, highly sppreciates the continuing co-opsration botwsen the United
Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee. Thare is zo doubt that
this Committee's efforts have led to the strengthening of the role of the lnited
Nations and its various bodiel, including the Internatiomal Court of Justice.
Those efforts have taken the form of initiatives and legal studies which reflectad
modern legal concepts, including the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea,
incornati?nal arbitration, international waterwaya, and the gettlement of diaputes
between States by peaceful means in addition to other important and useful gtudies
which the Committee has continued to prepare since its inception.

My Government depends on tha studies and reports of this Committee as it
considers them to be an objective legal source that helps in resolving and
understanding international legal problems. We would like to express our
sppraciaticn also of the report of tha Secretary-Gensral to the General Assembly
since co-operation betwean the United Nations and this Committee has continued to
intensify. This co-operation in the interest of the intezrnational community as a
whole and especially the Asian and African countries.

Documert A/45/504 contains many references to the co-operative activities of
this Committes during the period under review and this deserves our appreciation.
The prierity accorded by the Consultative Committee to matters that aro of current
interest to the United Nations, especially international economic co-operation for
development, refugees and avacuees and their problems and preparing legal
principles relating to them, in addition to the concept and legal framework of
sones of psace and international co-operation, the study it presented on that

intractable problem of the illiecit traffic in narcotic drugs, the problem of the
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dumping of hsszardous wastes and co-operation to conclude regicnal and subregional
corventions banning the AQumping of such wastes, all these efforts call for
encouraging the role of this Committee and strengthening its co-operation with the
United Natioms.

My delegation wishes to pay tribute to this Committee's general secretariat
for its tireless efforts. We strongly support the draft resolution before the
General Assembly in document A/45/L.4 and hope that it will be adopted by consensus.

Zhe PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in the debate on this
item. I should 1ike to inform membars that the following States have joined in
sponsoring the draft resolution: Iraq and Mongolia.

If no ons wishes to speak in explanation of vote, may I take it that ths
General Assembly adopts draft regolution A/45/L.4/Rav.1?

Draft xesolutjon A/45/L.4/Rev.l was adopted (resolution 45/4).

The PRESIDENT: That concludes our consideration of agenda item 20.

AGENDA ITEM 24

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A745/514)
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/745/L.6)

Zhe PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of Peru, who will introduce
the draft resclution.

Mr. LUNA (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the sponscrs
I am pleased te introduce draft resolution A/45/L.6, entitled "Co-operation between
the United Nations and the Latin American Economic System", which is sponsored by
all members of the Latin American Economic System (SELA). 1Its basic purpose is the
strengthening and broadening of co-operaticr between the United Nai:ions system and

the Latin American Economic System,
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The Latin American Economic System (SELA) is an intergovernmental body
estiblished 15 years ago and comprising the 26 States of Latin America and the
Caribbean. Its main purpose is to promote political co-operation and co-ordination
on internaticnal economic issues. In other words, it is a unique forum for
harmonization on matters of particular interest to Latin American and Caribbean
countries and its most important decision-making body is the annual meeting of
Foreign Ministers.

During the past year, SELA has been working intensively, convening important
meetings in order to establish the regional position on issues of external debt and
the multilateral trade negotiations of the Uruguay Round.

In June this year the regional conference on external debt was held in Caracas
at which, for the first time, the economy and finance ministers and those
negotiating the external debt of the members of SELA participated. A debt
reduction proposal and a regional plan of action were adopted.

Likewise, in July this year the Fifth Consultative Meeting on the Uruguay
Round was held in Geneva and a political declaration and a framework for basic
agreemsnt and consensus were approved. That is a significant input on the part of
the region to the negotiating process and its importance derives from the fact that
for the first time common positions were agreed oa the 15 thematic groups in the

negotiations of the Uruguay Round.
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Let me recall that at its forty-fourth session the General Asgembly adopted
resolution 4474, in which it requested the Secretary-Genmeral to initiate
congultations for ths purposs of drafting an agreement of co-operation bstween the
United Nations and the Latin American Economic System (SELA). The adoption of the
draft resclution which ws are introducing today would result in the continuation of
those consultations with a view to the signing of the agreement.

The preanble to this draft resolution, aow before the Assembly, refers,
iater alia., to decision 302 of the Latin American Council - the highest of SRLA -
which was adopted at its most recent meeting. By that dscision the Council
approved the signature of an agreement between the United Natioms and the Latin
American Economic System.

Undor the operative part of the draft resolution the General Assembly would
take note with satisfaction of the report Jf the Secretary-Gemeral and expross
satisfaction with decision 302 of the Latin American Council. It would alsc urge
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and the United Nations
Development Programme to strengthen and broaden their co-ordination and mutual
support activiti::6 with SELA, ard would urge the specialized agencies and other
organizations and programmes of the Uaited Nations system to continue and intensify
their support for and co-operation with the activities of SELA.

The General Assembly would also request the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to promote, in close collaboration with the Permanent Secretary of the
Latin American Economic System, the ho1d1n§ of a meeting in 1991 between their
respective secretariats, with the sim of identifying those areas in which it wiil
be possibie to broaden coFOParation between the United Nations system and the Latin

American Ecoromic System.
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. Lastly, the Genoral Assembly would request the Secretary-General to continue
congultztions with the Permanent Secretary of the Latin American Economic Systesm
with a view to signing, as soon as possible, an agreement of co-cparation between
the United Nations and the Latin Americen Economic System.

Since the draft resolution we are now introducing contains no controversial
provisions and has no financial implications for the Organization, the Peruvian
delegation hopas that this text, which is sponsorad by all the members of the Latin
American Economic System, will be adopted by concensus. The Agscmbly would thus be
helping to narrow - at least to some extent - the widening gap betwsen the regiocrnal
and the international levsls, which, if it continuesz to widen, could distort future
action and affect the way in which United Nations organs discharge their mandate in
dealing with global issues at this important stage of the pogt-cold-war period.

M. PIRIZ BALLON (Uruguzy) (interpretation from Spanish): It is a great
pleasure for my dslegation to support the draft resolution, introduced by the
delegation of Peru, concerning co-opsration between the United Nations and the
Latin American Econcmic System (SELA). In this text account is takem of
daecision 302 adopted at the sixteenth regular session of the Latin Americen
Council.

I wish briefly to report on the activities carried out by the Pasrmanent
Secretariat of SELA with the organizations, agencies and programmes of the United
Nations, thus highlighting the importance of the work they have done jointly during
the past year.

In the area of external debt., we should highlight the active participation of
the Latin American Economic System in the preparatory work for the regicasi
conference on external debt, held in Caracas in Juue 1990. This event, as the

representative of Peru reminded us, brought together for the first time economic
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ministers, finance ministers and the principal debt negotiaters from ail the momber
countries of SELA. I should like in this respect to draw members® attention to the
documsnt which eacrged from that meeting and which has bean distributed in the
General Assembly under the Symbol A/45/134. That document coatains guidelines of
fundamental importance for futurs negotiations on the subject between creditors and
Latin American debtors.

With regard to the participation of the United Matioms in sctivities related
to the question of external debt, I am pleased to note the progreas made in the
programme of sspistance and éxchange of information on external debt which, with
the finaacial support of the United Kations Development Programae (UNDP), begam to
function after the fifteenth meeting of the Latin American Council, held in 1989,
As part of this programma, seninars and aymposiums have besn held with high-level
technical and political representatives from many regions of the world. With
rejard to the Uruguay Round of suitilateral trade negotiations. co-ordinaticn ana
consultations carried out by the Permansut Secretariat of SELA have enadled the
countries of Latin America and the Caribbsan to adopt a political deciaration, &
framework of understanding and basic consensuses on the principal points that have
besn negotiated in the 15 groups at present in Genevs.

SELA's work of co-ordination and consultation iu the region is not &t an end.
What is more, it is essenticl to strengthen the zupport that Govaruments receive on
these matterz of such importance. The co-operation of this Organisation is crucial
if we are to make Progress on these subjects ané to consolidate the support for
SELA that has become an effective and appropriate instrumant serving the iztercstg
of ths region.

In the draft resolution before us and in the statsment by the representative
of Peru reference is made to the organizations, bodies and progrzmes with whick

the Latin American Economic System closely co-cperatss, so I shall not repaat them
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here. I shall confine myself to adding our support to the importance of this
relationship's being bicadensd and dsepened with a view to future joint activities
of SELA with the United Nations Industrial Deveiopment Organisation (UNIDO), the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the
United Nationa Conforence on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the Ecenomic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbear (ECLAC). In this ragard, we support
the proposals in operctive paragraphs 6 and 7 of che draft resolution before the
Assembly for comsideration.

In view of the rforegoing, we recommend the adoption by consensus of the draft
resolution cubmitted on the subject. In expressing our support for this text, we
also pay a tribute to the Sscretary-General of the United Nations for the
outstanding report he has submitted.

Me. MONTANO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish}: The item befors us
today confirms Latin America‘s deep coaviction about the undenisbie advsntages of
constant and open dialogue, which would enable us to adopt common positions to deal
with the major challengas facing the world today and the major changes that are
occurring. We firmly believe that this transiticnsl period offers us a wealth of
opporturities but also many challenges. Societies are now being reorganized
through the modernization of political and eccncmic imstitutions.

This transitional period offers opportunitiss to strengthen international
economic co-operation, but a large number of developing countries run the risk of
being left on the sidelires of progress and prosperity.

The countries of the South are resolved to participato in these changss,
despite the serious ecoaomic problems facing us, including the massive transfer of

resources abroad, which coatinuss to be the main obstacle to the renawal of
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our growth. The absence of favourable external conditions and of co-operative
action to complement our efforts to ensure economic modernisation has also limited

the scope of what can be done through our national policies for stabiliszation and
growth,
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The resumption of growth and devslopment in the countries of the South must be
the main objactive of multilateral aconomic co-cperation over the coming decade.
There are & number of factors militating against that, but we are‘rcsulvcd to fight
against them. ‘

Détente and oven co-operation among the major Powers are in fact not helping
in the davelopment process of our countries, and the profound changes that have
occurred in the count ies of Eastern Europe and the process of integration in
Europe could actually involve increasing marginalization of the developing
countries in the financial, trade and technological areas. Faced with this
scenario, which is not helpful for the developrent objectives of the Qeveloping
countries and the countries of the South, and specifically those of Latin America
and the Caribbean, international and regional economic and technical co-cperation
is essential. The specific demands and priorities of those countriss must ba the
point of dsparture in allocating resources made availabie through international
co-operation.

Since the eatablishment of the Latin American Economic System (SELA), it has
beenr a privileged forum im which to work together and ensure co-operation in Latin
America and the Caribbean, and deal with crises affecting our countries. Of the
moat recent activitiss of SELA, we should highlight the efforts to co-ordinate the
positions of the countries of the region within the context of the Uruguay Round,
and aiso the organization of the regional conferenca on external debt which was
held in Caracas, Venesuela, last June.

In the region it is felt that SELA should be a link with other forums, and the
Gevernment of my country has subscribed to that point of view. Thus the wembers of
SBELA have decided to join their efforts with these of the United Nations ia order

to co-ordinate activities towards common goals. The regional conferencs on
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industrialization, scheduled for 1991 should offer a good opportunity for the
continued consolidation of such efforts. Co-operation betwesn SELA and the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbesn {ECLAC) has baen a key
element in identifying what has to ba done as regards the Latin Amsrican economic
situation and in anslysing specific projects in priority areas. We have also had a
positive input from the agencies and specialized organs of the United Nations and
various committees of SELA. Co-cperation with the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the United Nations Davelopment Programme (UNDP), the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World
Intellectual Property Organization, has shown that there is now an agenda of
projects to be implementad, and this is very important for the region.

There has also been joint activity between SELA and UNDP. A co-ordination
msating of the directors for international technical co-operation on ths Fourth
Regional Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean has been held and in
Fabruary 1990 there ware Preparatory meetings regarding the fifth programming cycle
of UNDP. At the latter, criteria, guidelines and priority areas were establishad
for the preparations for the Fifth Regional Frogramme for Latin America and the
Caribbean.,

There are important links between SELA, the regional focal-point for promoting
and strengthening techmical co-oparaticn for the developing countries, and the UNDP
Special Unit for Technical Co-operation Among Developing Countries.

On 7 September last, the Latin American Council adopted decision 302, which
approved the signing of an agreement of co-operation between the United Nations and
SELA. This represents an aspiration of the countries of the ragior as well as a
challenge, which means our passing the declaratory stage and taking concrete action

as to what can bs done by regional and universal multilateral bodies in the



BES/edad A/45/PV.31
63

(Mr._Montsfio, Maxico)

economic and socisl areas. My delegation believes that there can be no real
political progress without concomitant support for improvement in the standards of
living for our societies as a whole. The United Nations and SELA should work to
that end. The delegation of Msxico supports the draft rasolution in document
A/45/L.6, which has been so clearly and ably introduced by the delegation of Peru.

Mr. DEL ROSARIO (Dominican Republic) (interpretation from Spanish): Ours
is an increasingly interdependent world. dJust as the collapse of the New York
Stock Market could lead to the fall of a Govarnment in some third-world country, so
2 crisis in a country of the underdsvelopad world can shake the pillars of a
developed country. Precisely 15 years 830 tomorrow, 25 representatives from Latin
America and the Caribbean - today there ars 26 - meeting in Panama and bearing in
mind near- and long-term prospects, signed the Convention founding the Latin
Amgrican Economic System (SELA). The establizhment of SELA as a geuuinely Latin
Arerican and Caribbean organization filled the gap in the structure of the
international relations of Latin America and the Caribbean, and it bocame the
response to the needs of a whole region anxiously seeking fulfilment in working out
its own destirny.

SELA constitutes a gui gensris international organization within the ragionai
community. Its sensitivity and effectiveness are easily measured by the gpeed and
agility with which it can introduce an item, a problem or a point of particular
interest into its agenda and programme of activities. 1In SELA, we bolieve firmly
in th; intrinsic justice of the struggles of our region within the framework of the
third world, which, although a vast and hetercgeneous world with a varied history
and geographically scattered, is not alien to the inhabitanta of Latin America and
the Caribbean. There is nothing alien to us in the confroatations over mors

remunerative commodity prices, over more open markets for our szports, over an
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integrative solution to the problem of external debt for which we are not alone
responsible, and over a more truthful presentation of our image and identity in the
mass media. Nor is there anything alien to us in the struggles against aberrant
racial discrimination or social injustice in any of their forms.

By reason of our confidence in its aeffectiveness and sense of responsibility
and our conviction that it is a necessary organization, the Dominican Republic has
not spared any effort to support SELA since its inception. ror that reaason, the
delegation of the Dominican Republic, having read with great intersst the report of
the Secretary-Gemeral contained in document A/45/514, and having taken note of it
with great pleasure, reiterates its support for the dscisions of the Latin American
Economic Council concerning co-operation between the United Nations and SELA ana
trusts that the co-operation of ECLAC and UNDP and other specialized organizations
of the United Nations with SELA will continue within the framework of its
requirements and capacities.

In view of the foregoing, our delegation is co-sponscring the proposal in
draft resolution A/45/L.6, presented by the delegation of Peru, concerning

co-operation between the United Nations and the Latin Amarican Economie System.
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Mr. de) VALLE (Chile) (interpretatiom from Spanish): Just a few weeks
ago, the President of Chile was here, reaffirming from this rostrum our country's
resolve to coamtribute its best diplomatic effort to the various initiatives aimed
at fostering international convergence. A few days later, this concept was
reaffirmed in Caracas during his official visit to Venezuela. The international
vision that Chile has cherished throughout its history has its natural outlet in
our collaboration with those countries with which we share a continent and similar
problems and realities. Hence, our strong and concrete interest in regional
multilateral structures and their linkage with the world structure.

There is a special significance in President Aylwin's visit to the
headquarters of the Latin American Ecomomic System (SELA) in Caracas. That visit
was not a mere formality; it had a much dseper meaning, which was to reaffirm
Chile‘'s faith in regional and international organizations. By his presence, the
Chilean leader emphasized the same point that had been made a few days earlier at
the United Nations:s we believe in the multilateral system and in its
interrelationships.

Under agenda item 24, we wanted to highlight two things and the linkage
between them. When the Latin American Economic System was established, thers were
many dissenting voices. At first, it aid not seam to be a gcod idea to everybody,
&nd there was a certain distrust. To those who were against it, it seemed to be a
new structure which would hinder the processes of integration already under way in
the continent ard, further, contribute to bureaucratising the multilateral system
in Latin America. They slsc questioned it, because it seemed to duplicate
functions of bodies which, although weak, only neadsd to be strengthened.

But the chorus of criticism coming from many quarters did not prevent SELA
from being established, and its structure and functioas have demonstrated its

validity and true worth. The criticism did not discourage those individuals,
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institutions and countries that believad in SELA as a viable entity for dealing
with the many aconomic anad social problems afflicting our region, and as a vary
valuable mechanism for working together in various araas. Over time, the
detractors of SELA had to keep Aiscrestly sileat, for that body became one of ths
most solid pillars of our countries in their efforts to achieve growth and
development,

Chile is particularly pleased at the maturity the Latin American Economie
System has acquired. And yet, we need closer and more dynamic links with the
United Nations., In any event, Chile has welcomed with particular optinism the
achievements in that area.

The Secretary-General's report clearly demonstrates ths progress that has been
made. The increasing co-operation betwsen the United Nations and SELA in various
éreas is encouraging. This progresa haé been not only quantitative but also
qualitative. 1In this regard, we would highlight the intensification of 1inks
between the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) ana
SELA. There has been particularly welcome co-operation between the headquarters in
Santiago and in Caracas. Here, wo can highlight the interchange «f experience and
information leading to co-operation batween the two bodies in dealing with such
issues as transportation, industry, technology and social poiicies, as well as in
the area of forward planning.,

There has also been greater participation by ECLAC in the various expart
mestings orgonised by SELA. The conclusions of these meatings have served as
inputs for studies on such various service sectors as telecommunications,
construction and engineering, audio-visual services and financial services.
Similarly, co-operation between ZCLAC and SELA led to a specific propesal, approved
at the Third Latin American Consultative Meeting on Services, which was an
important contribution to the deliborations of the Group of Negotiations on

Services of the Uruguay Round.
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Also, we must emphasize that this increase in links between SELA and t'a
United Nations has nccurred in almost all of the specialized agencies and
programmes in the United Nations system, thus giving full effect to what was
decided by the General Assembly in earlier yesars. The conclusions drawn in the
report of the Secreary-General are quite clear on that score.

In future links betwsen this world body and SELA, we hope that particular
emphasis will be given to economics and to finding ways of meoting the challengs of
the current crisis which ig grievously afflicting most of the mambers of SELA.

He beliesve that co-ordination can be improved, and so it is important to step
up consultations betwsen the Secretary-Gsneral of the United Nations and the
Psrmenent Secretary of SELA with a view to reaching a formal agreement on
ce-operation bstween the two bodies as soon as possible. Here, we would recall
decision 302 of the sixteenth regular session of tho Latin American Council, which
authorized the Permarent Sacratary to sign such an agreement on bohalf of SELA.

Chile decided to co-sponsor the draft resolution introduced by Feru on
co-cperation between the United Nations and SELA, which is now before the
Assembly. This is one of many expressions of Chile's desire to rezume work in the
international arena with a differsnt perspective - one that is more open and more
frank, but without losing sight of our point of reference, our origin and deepest
roots: Latin America. We are thus resolved to contribute to all initiatives in
the search for improved contacts between our multilateral, regional structures and
this world body.

We are aware that we have a unique opportunity for creativity in international
relations, particularly in view of the dynamism deriving from changes im the
international arena which enable us to devote more time and effort to combating the
problens afflicting the societies of our region. In this respect, co-operation

between the United Nations and SELA could become an element of paramount importance.
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Mz, ZAMORA RODRIGUEZ (Cuba) (interpratation from Spanisn): First I
should 1ike to thauk the Secrstariat for preparing the very good report that has
been submitted to us in compliance with General Asserbly resolution 44/4, adopted
by the Assembly at its forty-fourth session.

For Cuba, co-operation betwsen the United Nations and the Latin American
Economic System (SELA) is a tremendously important item. Since it was established,
in 1975, SELA hes been a very useful organization for the countries of ths Latin
American and Ceribbesan region, amd it would sppesr that it will be even more
relevant in the future. Its ey faatures so far as our region is concerned are
that its membership is completely Latin Amarican and Caribbean and that its
specific objectives are to promote interregionsl co-operation and to establish a
permanent system of consultatiom and co-ordination to emsure the adoption of common
positions and strategies on economic and social questions. Because of this, its
very existence and its functions are of value in a world that is increasingly made
up of political and economic blocs and of intagrated regionsa.

For years efforts htve been made to strengthen collective self-sufficiency and
to promote or channel programmes of economic and scientific and techaical
co-operaticn. Theso efforts have enccuntsred obstacles resulting both from our
national and regional shortcomings and from the imperfactions of the international
and economic system within which we are obliged to operate. Nevertheless, our
organiszation's objsctives have evolved over time, and important results have besen
achieved in the area of co-ordination and complementarity betwaen the region's
economies. From the point of view of concerted action, SELA has served as a
mechanism for the preparation of regional pesitioas on items on the agenda of the

United Nations and other agencies of the systam.
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We are therefore vsry plearsd at the establishmeant of closer relations between
the Urnited Nations and SELA. We have studied carefully the report submitted by the
Secretary-Genaral and we feel that it appropriately reflects the opportunities for
co-operation in the various areas where work can be done to forge closer links
between the United Nations system and SELA. As we have seen, there is a whole
group of areas in which SELA's present infrastructure car be used, from the point
of view both of information and of its network of committees speclialized in various
socio-sconomic sectors involved in activities carcied out by or through the United
Naticns aystem.

The United Nations has the capacity to mobilize resources 2nd technical
assistance that, at the appropriate time, cculd make a great contribution te SELA's
objectives and to many of its activities now under way. In particular, the
Economic Commission for Latin America and@ the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) offer the greatest possibilities in this
regard., We support any measures aimed at strengthening the relation of those
bodies of the United Nations with SELA, increasing their support for SELA, and
considering SELA as the appropriate focal point for the co-ordination of regi;nal
or subregionral technical co-operation programmes and as the body for channelling
assistance and implsmenting projects.

Por Latin America and the Caribbean, as an unditdoveloped region of the world,
it will be essential in the future to strengthen this genuinely regional
organization. At a time when it seems that East-West tensions have lessened and
that the profound North-South imbalances have come to the forsfromt, the countries
of Bolivar's America need to prepare themselves to face together the challenges of
a historical era in which strength or survival will to a large extent be determined

by the character and solidity of the socio-economic alliances that are formed.
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The regional inteyratiocn of Latin America and the Caribbean is an urgont
historical need. To evade it would be an orror difficult to correct. SELA offers
the machinery to strengthen this process and counts among its assets the years of
experience and successful attempts at concerted action that have formed its
apprenticeship.

We lock forward to the further developrment of relations between the United
Nations and S2ZLA and to an expansion of the co-operation and solidarity of the
world Organization with the only organization that is genuinely and fully
representative of Latin America and the Caribbean, a region that José Marti called
"Our America”.

Ihe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resoilution
A/45/L.6.

May I take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt it?

Draft resolution A/45/L.6 was adopted (resolution 45/4).

The PRESIDENT: We have thus concluded cur consideration of agenda
item 24.

AGENDA ITEM 149
OBSERVER STATUS FOR THE INTZRNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS, IN CONSIDERATION
OF THE SPECIAL ROLE AND MANDATES CONFERRED UPON IT BY THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF
12 AUGUST 1949: DRAFT RESOLUTION (A745/L.7)

Ihe President: I call on the representative of Italy, who will introduce
the draft resolution in document A/45/L.7.

Mr. TRAXLER (Italyj: I have the honour and the pleasure today of
addressing the Asseribly on bshalf of 138 Member States, sponsorz of draft
resclution A/45/L.7. To the names listed on the draft resclution I am pleased to
add the names of countries that have joined us as sponsors - namely, Malawi,
Mosanbique, Papua New Guinea, the United Republic of Tanzania, India, Guinea and

Morocco.
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(M. Iraxler. Italy)

The Assembly may wonder why it is Italy that has undertaken the very pleasant
task of introducing the draft resolution. Pirst, I am personally convinced of the
justness of this proposal. But there iz also a historical preccdent. As moat of
us know, the idea of creating the Intsrnational Red Cross first came to a Swiss
gentleman, Henri Dunant, when he visited the battlafield at Solferinc, after the
battle had ended. He was appalled by the sight of the carnage, and even more by
the spectacle of the wounded who had been left to die, without any kind of
assistance. Both a visionary and a2 practical man, Heari Dunant set to work and
five years later - exzctly 126 years 2go - & diplomatic confereace adopted the
first of the Gemeva Conventions, starting a process of codification of
international humanitarian law that kas brought the internationsl cormunity of
States to almost universal support for the six legal instruments known as the

Geneva Conventions and Protocols.
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(M. Irazlex, Italy)
Those instruments contein more than 500 articles previding an impressive régixe
which aims at the protection of all victims of iaternational and non-internstional
conflicts. Tho universal support 'thoy receive is underscored by the 166
ratifications reached so far by the four Conventions. This process, which brought
the world to an increased awvaremess of the fundssmental value of humaniterian
principles, was started by an independent organisation: the International
Committses of the Red Cross (ICRC). The ICRC, which was mandated by tho
international community to becoms the operational exzecutor of tha Ceneva
Corventions, has Deen with us since theu as a noutral and impartial intermediary
Gedicatsd to the pursuit of humanitarian ends.

Indeed. our civilisation has produced the worst - the most atrocious weapons
of mags destruction. It has, however, also peoduced an institution which has no
precedent in the history of mankind, namaly, sn international organ supzorted by
the majority of the community of nations dsdicated to allevicte the sufferings of
war, as well ae of catastrophes, and to demonstrate men's humazity to man.

Today a number of delegations for which I spesk propose to salute the
impressive contribution of the Interaaticnal Committee of the Red Cross to ths
humanitarian cause, by granting it observer status iz ths General Asseably.
Indecd, the sponsors of the draft resolution share the view that the ICRC shouid be
onabled to follow, as an observer, the werk of the General Assembly where many of
tho—i..nun included in its mandate are discussed. e therafore join together in
sponsoring the draft resoluticn to this offect which is submitted for the
Assembly‘s consideration. .

In the view of the spcnsors, this propoaal should not be considered - indesd
could not be considsred - in any way 2¢ a precedsnt for any possible request to

grant the seme status to non-governmental organisations. The special - I would
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even say unique - role conferred upon the ICRC by the international community and
the mandates given to it by the Gensva Convention make of it an institution unique
of its kind and exclusively alone in its status.

We therefore invite the General Asseiibly to adopt unanimously the draft
resoluticn we have submitted, also as a sign of concerned commitmeant for the caune
of peace and human solidarity.

I feel that ocur Organization, devoted to the preservatioan of peacs and to the
prevention of wer, should weicome in this Hall another organization designed to
alleviate the horrors of war, to mend its sufferings aund to intrcduce an element of
humanity in the inhumanity of war.

Mr. Barjinder SINGH (India): The draft resolution before us is to confer
observer status on the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). We ars
considering granting cbserver status in light of the special role and mandates
conferred upon the ICRC by the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949. It is against
this background that India is happy to be one of the sponsors of this draft
resclution.

At the same time, without prejudice to the draft, my delegation would like to
suggest that the draft resolution not be considered a precedent for other
non~-governmental organizations to seek or be granted observer status:; im other
words, the casze of the ICRC should be considered unique in view of its status.

The role of the ICRC in humanitarian efforts is knowa throughout the world.
India has been co-operating with it in the service of humanity. In many areas, it
has had a pionesring presence and we are happy to have been associated with it.

The ICRC has by tradition and practice tried to fulfil the need for
humanitarian assistance. My delegation would like to express the hope that its
contributiona in this respect will obtain the international support they deserve

and fulfil objectives that benefit mankind.
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Mr. ZAFAR-UL-HAQ (Pakistan): The delegation of Pakistan is plessed to be
one of the aponsors of draft resolution A/45/L.7, entitled “Observer status for the
International Committse of the Rad Cross, in cousideraticn of the special role and
mardates conferred upon it by the Geneva Conveantions of 12 August 1949w,

The Goverament of Pakistan supports and commends the extremely important role
played by the ICKC in the development and implomentation of the international
humanitarian law, since its inception in 1863, The ICRC has admirably uphsld, and
widely disseminated, the movement's fundamantal principles, namely, humanity,
impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity and universality.

We note with great satisfaction that last year, with an average of 590
delegatas working in 48 delegations, ICRC was active in nearly 90 countries - in
Africa, Aeia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East - Providing protection ang
assistance to the victims of armed conflicts and, with the agreement of the
Governments concerned, to victims of interral disturbances and tension.

The ICRC mission in Pakistan has played a very important role and made
positive contributions, since 1980, in Providing medical care and relief to the
refugees from Afghanistan. Since then, the ICRC has launched one of its largest
operations in Pakistan., About 80 expatriate personnel are engaged in rumming a
surgical hospital, an orthopedic centre and a rehabilitstion centre for paraplegies
in Peshawar and a number of first-aid posts in the North West Frontier Provinces

and Baluchistan.
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(Mg, Zafar-Ul-Haq, Pakistan)

_ Indeed, the tasks of the ICRC and the United Nations increasingly complement
one. another, and thers has been close co-operation between the two institutions,
both in their field activities and in their efforts to enhance respact for
international humanitarian law. In recent years, this has been witrnessed in many
operations to provide protection and assistance to the victims of conflict in
various parts of the world.

We note with satisfaction that the ICRC and the United Nations have also
co-operated closely on legal matters in humanitarian fislds. This hes also been
reflected in resolutions of the Security Council, the Guneral Assembly and its
subsidiary bodies, ard in reporis by the Secretary-General.

The delegation of Pakistan strongly supports the participation of the iICRC as
an observer at the proceedings of the General Assembly. Ws believe that this would
further enhance co-oparation between the United Nations and the ICRC and would
facilitate the work of the ICRC and further enhance its effectiveness.

Ihe PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in the debate on this
item. The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resolution A745/L.7. May I

take it that the Assembly wishes to adopt draft resolution A/45/L.77

Ihe PRESIDENT: Before calling on representatives in erplanation of thei:
position, may I remind delegations that, in accordance with General Assembly
deciéion 34/401, such explanations are limited to 10 minutes and should be made by
delegations from their seats.

Mr. MOORE (United States of America): The United States dslegation is
Pleased to have joined the consensus on the resolution inviting the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to assume observer status at this and subsequent

United Nations Ganeral Assemblies.
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(Mr._Moore. United Staces)

The ICRC is perhaps the best known and most respected of all humanitsrian
relief agencies. It is also a unique organization with a unique iﬁternational
legal standing stemming from its mandate under the 1949 Geneva Conventions. As
depositary for those Conventions, the ICRC assumes a role generally reserved to
States. The Geneva Conventions also assign the Committee the responsibility for
providing protection and assistance to victims of armed conflicts.

A3 we speak, the ICRC continuaes to discharge that role, often at the request
of this Organization, in all corners of the world. In recant resolutions, the
Security Council has identifiea the Committee as the preferred intermediary to
provide, when neécessary, assistance to the victims of the current, tragic coaflict
in the Persian Gulf. It is therefore appropriate, in our view, that the ICRC
should enjoy observer status at the General Assembly of the Organizationm,

The unique mandate of the ICRC, as reflected in the Geneva Conventions, sets
the Committee apart from other international humanitarian rel}ef organizatiors or
agencies. It is, in part, the public recognition of this distinction that has led
the Committee to seek, and the Members of the United Nations to grant, this
observer status. Our consensus decision should in no way set a precedent for any
other humanitarian organization, ne matter how worthy, to be accorded the status we
have just given the ICRC. No other such humanitarian organization possesses the
ICRC's unique legal perscnality, as recognized by its specific responsibilities
under international conventions.

The ICRC has, since its founding, been an important member of our
interanational community, which is grateful for what the Committee has accomplished
in its over 127 years of service to mankind. My delegation is confident that the
Committee's new and exceptional observer status in the General Assembly will allow

it to continue to serve our most important mutual objectives in the years ahead.
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That concludes cur consideration of agenda item 149.

Ths meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.





