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-:'1. CONSIDERATION OF SPECIAL SUBJECTS

A, Medium-term planning in th~ United Nations

The Fifth Committee considered the question of the implementation of the
recommendations of the Committee on Programme and Co-ordination (CPC) and the Joint
Inspection Unit (JIU) on medium-term planning in the United Nations at its 32nd,
34th, 54th and 74th meetings, between 30 October and 1 December.

For its consideration of this item~ the Committee had before it the Teport of
the CPC, 1/ an in-depth study of the medium-term planning process (E/AC.51/91)~

prepared by the Secretariat, and the report of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/34/84).

At the 14th meeting, on , the representative of the United Republic
of Cameroon introduc0.d a draft resolution (A/C.5/34/L.38) on behalf of Barbados,
Belgium, Burundi, Chad, France, Indonesia, Kenya, Morocco, Romania, Senegal,
Trinidad and Tobago, the United Republic of Cameroon, the United States of America
and Yugoslavia. He also announced that Argentina, Austria, Japan, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Zaire had joined the list of
sponsors.

DECISION OF THE COr~ITTEE

At its 74th meeting, the Committee decided, without a vote, to recommend to
the General Assembly the adoption of ~raft resolution A/C.5/34/L.38 (see para.
draft resolution I).

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 38 (A/34/38).
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B. Identification of activities that are compl~ted, obsolpte)
of marrdnal usefulness or ineffective

The Committee considered this question at its 59th and 64th meetings, on
27 and 29 November. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General
(A/C.5/34/4 and Corr.l) and the related report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrati "re and Budgetary Questions (A/34/7 / Add.l).

At the 64th meeting, on 29 November, the representative of Poland introduced a
draft resolution (A/C.5/34/L.26) on behalf of Arpentina, Australia, Bahamas,
Belgium~ Canada, the German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Japan, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Portu~al, Spain,
Trinidad and Toba~o, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the
United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics) which reads as
follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Recallinp; its resolution 3534 (XXX) of 17 December 1975, in which it
requested the Secretary-General, inter alia, to include in the performance
reports on the United Nations prop,ramme budgets relevant information on th~

staff and resources released as a result of the completion, r~duction,

reorp;anization, merp;ing, elimination or oth~rwise of United Nations prop,rammes,
projects or activities,

"RE"callinp; also its resolution 31/93 of 14 December 1976. in which it
stress~d the responsibility of the Secretary-General to draw to th~ attention
of the competent intergovernmental bodies activities that are obsolete, of
marginal usefulness or ineffective, indicating the r~sources which could be
released so that the bodiE"s concerned may take the nec~ssary action,

"Recalling further its resolution 32/201 of 21 December 1977, in which it
urged the Secretary-General to ensure the implementation of the provisions of
Gen~ral Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) and 31/93 in the prep~ration of the
proposed proRramme budget for ~he biennium 1980-1981 and the performance
report on the programme budget for the biennium 1978-1979,

"Recalling also General Assembly resolution 33/204, in which it rE"quested
the Secretary-G~neral to implement fully the above r~solutions and to report to
the Assembly at its thirty-fourth session on th~ measurps takE"n,

"Reaffirming the importance of id~ntifying the activities that have been
completed or are obsolete, of marginal usefulness or inE"ffective in ordF~' to
redeploy resources to finance new United Nations activities,

"1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 2/ and the report
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions: 1/

2/ A/C.5/34/4 and Corr.l.

1/ A/34/7/Add.l.
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"2. Notes with cC'ncern the finding of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination that the information contained in the report of the Secretary­
General presented in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 33/204 is
insufficient :'

"3. Calls upon the Secretary-General to exercise his judr,emcnt so as to
identify without further delay narginally useful and ineffective activities
and to report thereon to the 1980 session of the Committee for Pro~ramme and
Co-ordination:

"4. Requests the Secretary-GE'neral to I7eport also to the 1980 session of
the Co~ittee for Programme and Co-ordination on activities which have bpen
completed, on the resources, which have thereby been released, and on the
consequent effect on the programme bUdget:

"5. Further requests the Secretary-Genpral to present to the thirty­
sixth session of the General Assembly - through the ACABQ - a full and
comprehensive report on the implpmentation of resolution 3534 (XXX) and its
subsequent reaffirmations."

At the same meeting, the represE'ntative of Tunisia introduced an amendment
(A/C.5/34/L.29) to draft resolution A/C.5/34/L.26, which read as follows:

(a) In paragraph 1, insert the words Hand in particular of paragraph 20"
aftpr the words "of the Spcretary-General";

(b) In paragraph 3, replace the existing text by the following text:

"3. Requests the Secretary-Genel'al to propose to the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session criteria and arrangements to promote
the development of an efficient procedure for the identification of
activities that are completed, obsolete, ineffective and of marginal
usefulness;".

Following consultations, the rE"presentative of Poland announced that the
co-sponsors proposed the revision of the draft resolution by addinp, at thE" end of
operative paragraph 3, the words "incllding the criteria which has been used in
this identification':, and insfrting the following new operative paragraph 5 (the
original paragra~h 5 thus beccmes operative paragraph 6):

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to propose to the General Assembly at
its thirty-fifth session criteria and arrangements to promote the development
of an efficient procedure for the identification of activities that are
completed, obsolete, ineffective or of mar[?;inal usefulness~"

At the 64th meeting, the Fifth Committee decided, without objection, to
recommend to the General Assembly the adoption of draft rE"solution A/C.5/34!L.26,
as revised (see para. , draft resolution 11).
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r. Arn.bie 1anrua'~~' servicf"s 1n thp (',f'('rptarirlt

The 1uestionJ f :\rabic 1nru'Ua(re servi ,-,ps in the ;'f'L'retari~t. was consi,.lererl by
the Committf'f' at its ~\)tt, to l~\)th. j;'n,l ard7~rd :'If'f,tin,,,;s on (, to ,0, a.nrl

L· \ .:ovembt·r and (, Df'\~ t'mut.·r.

Tht' Committep had llf"fore it tr.t' follCJwirw ,lcc.:up,t""'nts:

(Ft) ~lott;' by thf' ~~pcretariFl.t (/\./('.5/~~/I..4'.l) on the provision of Arabic
translation servict~s to tht. !~('nt"'ral .\ss('[lbly and its r~ain Committees.

(L) Hpport of the (~ecret3ry-(;en(>rnl (Ale. ';1 )1~/2C,), in which he summarized the
situation with re~ard to thp provision of Arabic lan~uapr services to the
I~t"'m'ral ASSf'mb 1y and it s ~·!ain ('ommi t tpes under AssC'mb1y rrsolution
n )() (:C(VI I I )

(e) :Iotp by the ~;pcretariat (A/c. r.;1 3)1 IL. ,)) concerninr" the question of surnlllary
records in the Arabic lA.nn;uai1'p:

(J) Lett~r dated 14 NovC'Mber from the Permanent ReprpsentFttive of the Libyan
i\rab Jamahiriyn. to the United ~htions find Chairman of the Arab Group
f\,iJressed to the Secretary··Gener:11 (A/C. 51 34/hl) .

:, t thp Cj?nci mf'et inl"':, on 19 :lovt>mber, Ha.> reprc'sentative of the Libyan Arab
.Tw'1:1hiri.va introducf'u u draft resolution (A/c.5/i)'/L.lf~) on behalf of Alp:E'ria,
;'ahrain, .!\,q,nr:ladpsh., Colombia. the Comoros_ J Cyprus, ~~mocr8tic Yemen, Dj ibouti.
r'n'l)!:., l.£.~,Sl.> cTordan, Kcnya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
~~aljiv,...s, "auritania, liorocco) J}icaragua_, Oman yakistan, f?nruna, Oatar,
_·~1.udi Ar~bin., Somal ia, the :>udan, the Syria,!1 Aral, Republic, Tunisia, the United
I\r'lb Fl1'lirates. Viet Ham and Yemen, announcinp' at the cmr.e timE' that Benin, Chad)
Costa Hica, Cuba) EC'..lador, Ghana, Greecf') £1~8ry. India) Iran, tlalaysia, Ivf;xICo)
UH: ~hi 1 i ppines, J'ortup;al) Sf'ner:~l., Spain }'ri nidad. and Tobar:o and .Yur:oslavia ha<'1
.ioitlpd tt1P list of sponsors.

;he administrative nnd financial i~rlications of draft resolution A/C.5/34/L.16
wcr,' indic~tpd urally by thp representative of thf' ~pcretary-Genpral at the 52nd
r:lt.,('tin,~. !!../

At tht' same meetine, the Co~mittep adopted draft rpsolution A/c.5/34/L.16
wit:lOut n vote (see para. ) ctraft re~olution Ill).

D. United Nations Industrial DeveloDment Orr;anization

The Committt:"e consic1er('d this sub,iect at its 73rd and 77th meetinr:s, on
" '1/:,[ 11 Dt'cL'mber, respectively. The Committep had before it a note by its Chairman
(A/C. )/3',/,r(,) by which he informed the Committcp that the ;~econd Committee, at its

41 ,~uhsequt'ntly issued under the symbol f\lc.)/~1.~/46.
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i It!l ;Y)t;>ot inf", "lad dpc i 1t-,:1 to re!'or draft rpsolut ion Ale. 2I j), IL. 32 to the Pi fth
C'o!',r:i ttl~(' for furth{>!' consir1 pration.

Ilt thc '( 3rd mt-'ctin'T) thp represt"'ntative of fndio. " on behnl f of th(' ~tatps

: :('!nh'rs of the Unitt·rj ;laticns \Jhich l-i1"p 1I']f'1"']1",('1"s of the GrOllf' of T7. intro(iucect oraft
rp~;01ution Ale. '2 I 34/L. 32. Subsequently) at the 77th I!1eetinf~~ thp rep"'espnt~1ti vC' 0 r
!ndia sutrnittpo a rpvision (A/c.5/34/L.42) of the draft rpsolution su~mittcd to tile
·.~t;>eono Commit tco. r3.rrti~ruph 3 was modi fied from:

'iRe~uests the Secretary-General, accordin~ly) that actjustments be made in
the dr~ft progrm!wf' an(l budre"t proposals for the bienniurn 10 80-191)1 to
providp the Unit0d nations Industrial Develonment Or~anization with an
acidi tionrtl sw:! of "~l J ~?OO., iJon for the" consultation system, ~R61,000 for the
Industrial and Technolor,ical Information Bank and Sl,272,OOO for technical
assistancE. I'

to read'

"Requests the Secretary-Genf'ral J accorcUnrly, to submit, during th€'
tb irty-fourth session j proposals for thp dra ft prograrnme budr;et for 19RO··IOF\}
that would enablp the Unitpd rlations Industrial Developmpnt Organization to
pxecute the programmes on the consultation system, the Industrial and
TechnolOGical Information Bank and technical assistance, approved by the
Industrial Developrr.ent Board 'j ar.d pndorsC'd l)y the Economic and Social Counc il. "

4t the 77th meetinr. the Committee; having noted the proposals of the
Secretary-General (A/c.s/34/8G), in response to the request in parapranh 3 of th~

revised draft resolution j adopted draft rpsolution A/C.5/34/L.42 by a recorded vote'
of 67 to 12, with 16 abstentions (see para. draft resolution IV). The--_.
votinr was as follo\-1s:

In favour:

Ar-:ainst:

Afp;hanistan, Alp,eria; Arr:entina, Austria, Bahar:as, Bahrain,
Barbados) Bhutan, Brazil, Burundi, Cape Verde? Chad, Chil~,

Colombia .. ConGo, Costa Rica) Cuba ~ Cyprus, Ecuador, Epypt ~

Ethiopia) Gabon~ Ghana, Gu.yana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
Ivory C03.st, Jordan, !Cenyu, Kuwait, Lesotho,) Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, l1adagascar? tlalawi ~ r.1alaysia, r·~auritania? r,1exico,
~·~orocco ~ r!ozambique ~ Hic:eria, Oman; Pakistan ~ Panama, Papua
New Guinea, Peru, Fhilippines, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sene(~al?

Sierra Leone, Sudan) Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tor-;o ,
Trinidad and Tobago; Tunisia) Turkey, United Republic of Cameroon,
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruf,uay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia
Zaire) Zembia.

Bul~aria? Byclorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia)
France) German Democratic Republic? Hungary, !'longolia, roland J

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 00cialist
R('publics, Uni tecl Kingdom of Great Britain and no~thern Ireland "
United States of America.
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At~tainin~: Australia, Bel~ium, Canada, genrnark, Finland, Germany, Federal
I~ppublic of l Greecp, IrplanJ, I orat"l, Italy, .Japan, l'!ethE'rlands,
~:on..ay, IJortur;al) ~:po.in, .";weden.

F. Expenditures for conference activities

At tht:' ')2nJ ffiE'etinr:, on 1) r~0vpmber, tht> rerresentati ve of the Union of Soviet
~~oc ialist Republic3 introduced a ,irrlft resolution (A/C. 5/34/L.14), vhich read as
follows:

"The ~eneral Assembly,

"lIo.virw considereJ sl'ction 2CJ of thp lJud,~et l,:timates for thE' biennium
l')d~)-lS81 and the corresronJin(" section of the report of the Advisory Committee
'In AJministrati ve :mJ Blldgetary l.~uestiuns,

'Considerinr' it necessary to hold dovn thf' further r-;rovth of budget
....'xpenJi tures for the conference activi tit>s of the United Nations,

"Rt>qu('sts the Secretary-General to refrain from submitting requests for'
~dJitional appropriations to finance conference activities durine the budgetary
period 1980-1981."

I'h£> rflpresentative of Tunisia proposed add.ing the words "as far as possiblE'''
after the word "refrain" in the opt>rative parar;raph.

7ht' represflntative of Turkey prof'losed thE' deletion of the word" further'! in thE"
~econd preambular pnrar:raph.

':'h€' reprflsentati ve of the Union of Soviet Socia11st nepublics 1innouncE"d that
his cte1er-ation would accept thE' amendmE'nts offered by Tunisia and Turkey. The
representative of Al~eria then proposed thp following amendment to the second
prenmbular pUlugraph:

"Considerinr; it necessary to rr.ana("e the rE"sources allocated to United
Nations conferenc(' acti vi ties wi th the maximUI!'. of effici€'ncy, 11 •

The ~ommittee adopted this amendment without objection.

At its ').?nd meet inr; on 1') NoveJ'!1h.~r 1 the COJ'l"l!'i tt£'€' adoptE'd draft resolution
A/C.~/34/L.14, as amended, ~y 32 votes to 2R, with 37 abstentions (s€'e para.
(lrat't resolution V).

F, Review of procedures for the award of contracts

At tht" 8;?nd meeting, on 13 2ccemb€'r, the representati,re of Fanama presented a
draft rpsolution (A/C.5/"34/L.20) and announced that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya had
become n. spons0~4 of the draft resolution, which read as f:.llows:

/ ...
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"The General AssemblY,

"Notin~ that the pro~ramme bud~et of the United Nations contains.
considerable appropriations for construction of premises,

"noting further that the volume and value of ~urplus property and
equipment is likely to r;row with the increase in United Nations activities,

"BearinR in mind that the United Nations Board of Auditors has reported
to the ACABQ that it hud made recoMmendations designed to improve procurement
and inventory sy~tems (A/34/486),

'IDesirous of ensurin~ that United Nations resources are expended in the
most eco~:mical manner,

Ill. Requests the Secretary-General to review existing procedures for the
award of construction contracts, bearing in mind the possibility of going to
tender on an international basis, and to submit a report thereon to the
General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session;

"2. Further requests the SecretarY·-General to submit to the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session a report on current procedures governing
the disposal of surplus property and equipment, together with recommendations
on how these procedures can be improved in the interest of maximizing lncome
from the sale of surplus property and equipment."

At the same meeting, the representative of the Philippines proposed the
following text as a new third preambular paragraph:

"Concerned by the increasinp; costs of construction proJects,".

This proposal ~as accepted by the co-sponsors.

Followine a discussicn of operative para~aph 1 of the draft resolution,
during which the representatives of Tunisia, Italy and the United States of America
suggested amendments to the wording) the sponsors announced the fOllQwine revision
of the text:

"1. Requests the Secretary-General to review existing procedures for the
award of contracts, including, in particular, construction contracts, bearing
in mind the possibility of increased tendering on an internati~nal basis, and
to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session:".

DECISION OF THE CO~~ITTEE

At its 82~d meeting, on 13 December, the Fifth Committee adopted draft
resolution A/C.5/34/L.20, as revised, without a vote (see para. , draft
resolution VI).

/ ...
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I. !'esour.s:~ for... t.bp implerr,entatiorl (;!' the wart'. Lro!T~!:.£.

of thf> (Jnitf~J .Jations Centrp for Burr.an 2ettlements
(Habitat) 'tt the reF.ion~l levt'l_

:'h(' Committee con~idcr(:J this subject at it:::;\l:::;t f'l,C'tini", en 1:3 ::ecembpr.
;lle I'vr:.nittee had before it a note by its l~hltirr.1an (:~/c. [)/~!.rn), by \-lhich h\.:
in!'nrLlt:'d the Committcc> that) at its )4th rnpetinr". on 1 r't:'cerr:upr, the SecnnJ
('of'!!!littce had decided to refer draft rpsolution A/c.2/~4/L.G'd, as \-[('11 as tIlE'

., . ," 1 '1' t' (A/C '11"))1/ 1 f·)) to1'1.: 1!ltt...·,I statement of a(l!~lnlstratlve ~n,l 11nanCl'1 l!:::; lea Ions .,<-) w, h .. J

the Fifth rommittJ>e for further con~idpr<lti(Jn '~hc Ccwmittee also hed h'forr. it an
additional stoter:1ent by the ~.iecretary-·r;pn(>r::' on the admir.istr~tiv(: anti financial
i"lt 1 ic.:l:1.t ions 0 f the 'iraft: resolut ion (;".. Ie. ') f 177 I Add ,1) •

At the -(n~t mN·tinr:. the'erJresentCltive of Irhiia introduc.:f'd thl' dr~ft

I'(,~O l. 'J.t ion (A/c, '2 134 IL. C,;)) on behal l' 0 f thl' :',ta tps "lembers of the United ~1atiens

'..J~li2L arp rneMbers of the Croup of '77.

At thp same meetinf':. the Committee ad01Jtect draft rf'SOl'ltion A/r.? /~l. IT.. (,S 'r'y
?) votf'S to ')) with 7 abstentions (see para. __ clraft rpsolut ion VI I) .

l:st~blishmcnt of_..~m Information ~ystei~S Unit if' the Department of International
:.~or ")mi c and ~~oc ia1 Affairs

At its ?lst Ineetinp:} on 1(1 ·ovember lS'79) the C07!!littee cO:1siderecJ th~

lu·.:>stiun u1' t:1t.: estublishm~nt of an Information Svster.1S Unit in the Department
(\ r I ntcTnationul ECl nomic and Soc ial Affairs. The Cor.mit tee ~~a(l before it t'!".C
r't'!urt -.)1' the Secretary-rreneral (A/c. 51 .34/5), the report ef the Joint In:';!;f}ctio!1
r;nit (A/1,4/3f'10) J as \Tell as the related report of the .'\dvisor;" Corr.mittee on
r\d!:1inistra.tive and BudGetary 0uestions (r-/3h/7/ f1 dd.2).

At the san'l~ meetin~", the representative of
Jr~ll draft decisiun:

i The General P.ssembly

:-:exico introduce\~ the f·ollo'Tinr~

~~!·Cl·j... ·c-: tl-",t c.:UlJJ··l't lO t~-e r,,·,,:l'·l'l·- it" '~1' llir; ,',,1 \·'l"'lt· I'" 1"'''''-1'0_ ~ '- _ .... I"..- "..J t ~.. t.. .. • t ... ~ "- ~ _ ._.... _. _. ,v '_ l \. _ J. _ ~.. ' ......, '-.. _ ~~ ...... .L ' ".J,
the pif;)t operatior of the Inforr.lQtion ~,yster;.:::; Unit's (IC'P) Development
fn formation Sy:,tel~ be exten<.led for d, furt;Jer year and t::at, in conSE"l'lence,
Vlt' Gener~ll tssembly \-Till !?ronounce itself on the continuance (or otherwise)
uf I3U 3t its thirty-fifth session.

lUSO '1t t::c 51st rleetin,",: J the rerresent.::.tive of
lTUll{lsed t ~le folloui n. ~ oral amcn0Ment as :m [1(1(1 it ion
I;rl.':.u~;t.'~ r,y "t~xico; after tIlt.:> ForJs further year";

the t:nite,l ~3tates ,)f t\P.1cric8
. -

tc, th.e ':r:~ft rlecisic'L

t:"l t t he use of the pilut systeM be care r"J.lly Foni tur' 'd by val i,l st:~tist i cal
r:'.L·t,huds, th~t the System be submitted to thp. Inter-lirt"anization TJuorcl for
rL'view Imd cor(.ment !:lnd that !:l rer;ort thereon te circulated to delerat i,:ms nG
later than 1 AUE"':ust 19,30.

I • • •
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The sponsor of the draft decision accepted the amendments orally proposed by
the United States of America.

At its 51st meeting, on 19 November, the Fifth Committee, by 78 votes to 9,
with 1 abstention, adopted the revis~d draft decision (see para. ,draft
resolution XI) sect. I).

]nternational Computing Centre: bUdget estimates for 1980

The Committee considered this subject at its 54th meetinp, on 20 November.
During its consideration, it had before it the report of the Secretary-General
(A/C.5/34/19) and the ~elated report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and BUdGetary Questions (A/34/7/Add.7).

At its 54th meeting, on 20 November, the Fifth Committee decided, without
objection, to recommend that the General Assembly approve the budget estimates for
the International Computing Centre for 1980 (see para. ,draft resolution XI,
sect. 11).

Improvements in the United Nations financial manaRement systems

At ~he 54th meetin~, on 20 November, the representative of the United States
of America submitted the following draft decision (A/C.5/34/L.17):

IIT:1e General Assembly

IiReQuests \;he Secretary-General to give priority to the implementation
of the recommenda~ion of the Board of Auditors as endorsed by the Advisory
Committee on P..dministrative and Budgetary Questions, callinR for improvements
in the United Nations financial management systems and especially to
(a) strengthen the Controlleris role so that he can provide functional
leadership, guidance and central direction on all financial functions,
(b) establish as soon as possible a systems group to deal exclusively with
the over-all sy~tem of financial management and control and (c) produce
the financial manual for which special funds have been provided.::

At the ~ame meeting, following discussion, the representative of the United
States of America orally revised the draft decision to add, after nSecretary-General:l
the words ;;in implementine General Assembly resolution 33/10':.

At its 54th meeting, on 20 November, the Fifth Commdttee decided, without a
vote, to recommend to the General Assembly that it should adopt the draft decision,
as revised (see para. , draft resolution XI, sect. Ill).

Alteration, improvement and ma~r maintenance ef premises, United Nations Office
at Geneva

The Committee considered this subject at its 53rd and 54th meetings, on
20 November, at which time it had for its consideration the relevant report of
the Secretary-·General (A/C. 5/34/23) •

/ ...
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The report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
was presented orally by the Chairman of that Committee at the 53rd meetin~.

In its oral report, the Advisory Committee recommended approval o~ the course
of action proposed by the Secretary-General in paragraphs 12 and 22 of his report
(A/C.5/34/23) dealing, respectively, with the proper"tiy "Les Feuillantines li and
with the pl'oposed transfer of United Nations property to the city of Geneva.

At the 54th meetinB, the representative of Tunisia proposed that the
f.ecretar:~-Generalbe requested to report to the General Assembly in the context
of the proposed programme budget for 1982··1983 on actions he will have taken to
implement his proposals.

At its 54th meeting, on 20 november, the Committee approved the above
proposals without a vote (see para. , draft resolution XI, sect. IV).

§taff training activities, regional commissions: trainine courses for translators/
pr~cis writers

At its 59th meeting, on 21 November) the Committee considered the
Secretary-General's report (A/C.5/34/33) on the revised esti~ates ~or sta~~

training activities, regional commissions, as well as the related report o~ the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/34/1/Add.lO).

At its 59th meeting, on 21 November, at the proposal o~ the Chairman, the
Fifth Committee decided, without a vote, to recommend to the General Assembly that
it should approve the recommendations o~ the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions contained in paragraph 6 o~ its report (A/34/7/Add.lO)
(see para. , draft resolution XI, sect V).

Compensation to members o~ commissions, committees or similar bodies in event
of death, injury or illness attributable to service with the United Nations

The Committee considered this subject at its 51th meeting, on 23 November.
For its consideration ~t had ~e~ore it the report o~ the Secretary-General
(A/C.5/34/9) and the related report o~ the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions (A/34/1/Add.8).

At the 51th meeting, on 23 November, the Fif'th Committee decided, without
objection, to recommend to the General Assembly the adoption o~ the recommendations
o~ the Advisory Committee contained in paragraphs 5 and 6 o~ document A/34/1/Add.8
(see para. ,draft resolution XI, sect. VI).

First-class travel

At its 59th meeting, on 21 November 1919, the Committee considered the
Secretary-General;s report on first-class travel (A/C.5/34/39). At the same meeting,
the Committee heard the oral report o~ the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions presented by the Chairman o~ that Committee.

At its 59th meeting, the Fi~th Committee decided, without objection, to
recommend that the General Assembly should take note o~ the report o~ the
Secretary-General contained in document A/C.5/34/39 (see para. ,draft resolution
XI, sect. VII).
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OrRanizational nomenclature in the Secretariat

At its 59th meeting, on 27 November, the Committee considered the Secretary­
General's report on this subject (h/C.5/34/32).

At the same meeting, the Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
a~d Budgetary Questions presented the oral report of that Committee.

Also at its 59th meeting, the Fifth Committee decided, without objection, to
recommend that the General Assembly should take note of the report of the Secretary-
General contained in document A/C.5/34/32 (see para. ,draft resolution XI,
sect. VIII).

United Nations International School

The Committee considered this subject at its 66th, 69th and 71st meetings,
on 30 NOTember and 4 and 5 December. For its consideration it had before it the
~ecretary-General's report on this subject (A/C.5/34/36), as well as the related
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
(A/34/7/ Add.ll) •

At the 69th meeting, the representative of the United States of America orally
proposed the followi~g draft decision:

"that the question of a financial grant to the United Nations International
School be deferred until the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly
and that the United Nations Board of Auditors be requested to examine the
financial accounts of the School and its alleged deficit, bursary policies
and building maintenance needs and to report thereon to the thirty-fifth
session of the General Assembly".

At the 71st meeting, on 5 December, the representative of Tunisia proposed
that the Committee vote separately on two parts of the pn;posal of the United
States, viz.,

(a) flthat the question of a financial grant to the United Nations
In~er~ational School be deferred until the thirty-fifth session of
the General Assemblyl1, and

(b) "that the United Nations Board of Auditors be requested to examine
the financial accounts of the School and its alleged deficit, bursary
policies and building maintenance needs and to report thereon to the
thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly".

The Committee rejected, by 48 votes to 19, with 23 absten~ions, part (a) of
the draft decision. The representative of Tunisia then proposed the following
revision to part (b):

/ ...
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liThe General Assembly decides, simultaneously with granting the
United Nations International School a subsidy of ~3,515,OOO, to reouest
the Board of Auditors to examine the accounts of the School and to examine
the accumulated deficit, bursary policies and buildinr maintenance needs
and to report thereon to the thirty-fi fth ~;(S~ i(;n of the General Assembly.":

Also at the 71st meeting, the representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and Sierra_Leo~ proposed subamendments to the revision above, which
wel'e subsequently wi thd:rawn.

At its 71st meeting, on 5 December, the Fifth Committee adopted the revised
draft decision by 83 votes to none) with 8 abstentions (see para. , draft
resolution XI, sect. IX).

Procedures for obtaining estimates and solicitin~ bids on United TJations
construction projects

The Committee conside~ed this subject at its 80th and 81st meetings, on
13 December, at which time it had before it the related reports of the Secretary­
General (A/C.5/34/34 and Corr.l and Add.l), as well as the report of the Advi30ry
Committee on Administrative and Bud~etarv Questions (A/34/7/Add.20).

At the 80th Meetin~, the representative of the United Kinr,dom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland proposed that amounts of ~15)599,700 for phase 11 of the
Headquarters improvement plan and ~3,161,000 for phase 111 be appropriated in
addition to those amounts already approved under the programme bud~ets for
1976-1977, 1978-1979 or included in the proposed programme budf-et fo~ 1980-1981.

At the 81st meeting) the Committee approved, by 67 votes to 11, with
22 abstentions, an amount of $18,760,700 under section 32 of the proposed programme
budget for the biennium 1980-1981.

At the same meeting, the Committee decided to recommend that the General
Assembly should adopt the recommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in
paragraph 11 of A/34/7/Add.20 (see para. , draft resolution XI, sect. X).

United Nations acco~odaticn at Nairobi

The Fifth Committee considered this subject at its 82nd meeting, on
14 December 1980. For its consideration the Committee ~ad before it the report
of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/34/43) and thp. related report of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgeta~r Questions (A/34/7/Add.21).

At the 82nd meeting, following a proposal by the Chairman) the Committee
decideC, by 85 votes to 8, to recommend that the General Assembly should approve
the recommendations contained in paragraphs 6, 11 and 14 of the report of the
Advisory Committee (A/34/7/Add.21) (see para. , draft resolution XI, sect. XI).

/ ...
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At the same meeting, the Committee also approved an additi~nal amount of
$1,916)000 under section 32.

The representative of Canada introduced a draft decision (A/C.5/34/L.45). The
Committee adopted draft decision A/C.5/34/r .45, without a vote (see para. ,
draft resolution XI, sect. XII).

Conditions of service and compensation for officials, other than Secretariat
officials, serving the Gen~ral Assembly

At its 85th meeting, on 18 December, the representative of Pakist~n introduced
a draft decision (A/C.5/34/L.47) which was orally revised by the addition in
paragraph 1 of the words "the Chairman of" before "Advisory Committee:t.

At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft decision A/C.5/34/L.47 by
76 votes to 11, with 13 abstentions (see para. , draft resolution XI,
sect. XIII).

Financing of the travel of representatives of the least developed countries to
participate in the UNIDO consultation meetin~s

The Committee considered this subject in the context of its examination of the
financial implications of the draft resolution previously adopted by the Fifth
Committee (draft resolution IV), at its 86th and 87th meetings, on 18 December.

The representative of Tunisia proposed that the Committee recommend appl"-?val
of an appropriation of $100,000 under section 17 for the travel of 50
representatives of l~ast developed countries to partici~ate in consultation
meetings. Following a debate during which several delegations made suggestions or
proposals in this respect, the Committee, at the 87th ~eeting, approved the
following recommendation by 65 ~otes to 12, with 11 abstentions:

"That the Committee recommend to the General Assembly that it approve an
additional appropriation of $100,000 under section 17 of the programme budget
for the biennium 1980-1981 for the travel of representatives of least
developed countries to participate in UNIDO consultation meetings, it being
understood that this constitutes I:.n exception to the provisions of General
A::;sembly resolution 1798 (XVII)." (See para. , draft resolution XI,
sect. XIV.)

Budgetary appropriations for travel expenses of United Nations staff

At the 87th weeting, on 18 December, the representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics proposed the following draft resolution:

"The General Assembly,

"Having considered the proposed programme budget for the biennium
1980-1981,

/ ...
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"Noting with concern the existing tendency to constant and substantial
increase in the budgetary appropriations for the travel expenses of United
Nations staff,

"1. Decides to reduce by $1 million thE" budgetary appropriations for the
travel expenses of United Nations staff rec~mmended by the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for the biennium 1980-1981;

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to distribute this reduction among
the sections of the programme budget for the biennium 1980-1981."

At the same mee·~ing, the Committee rejected the draft resolution by 54 votes
to 13, with 27 abstentions.

v. DECISIONS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE

P:;, its 60th meeting, on 27 November 1919, the Fifth Oommittee decided to
postpone to the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly its consideration of
the following subjects under agenda item 98:

(~) Report o~ the Secretary-General on the comprehensive study of the
que~t.ion of honoraria payable to members of organs and subsidiary Ol:"gans of the
Uni~,ed Nations. 5/

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the services provided by the United
Nations to activities funded from extrabudgetary resources. 6/

2J A/G.5/33/54. For the report of the Advisory Committee, see A/33/7/Add.39.

§J A/C.5/34/2l.




