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The meeting was called to order at 10.L0 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 59: OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT (continued)

1. Mr. MORSE (Administrator, United Nations Development Programme) said it seemed
clearer than ever that the operational needs of development were closely tied to
the precarious state of the world economy and to international negotiations for
the resolution of econcmic problems. While the benefits which could be achieved
through technical co~-operation were obvious, the work, resources and potential
dedicated to such activities were restricted at the operational level by inequitable
international economic relationships which no longer served the interests of either
rich or poor countries. The implementation of development at the operational level
was hampered by imbalences in official develcprent assistance flows - imbalances
which failed to reflect the advances over the preceding decade in technical
co-operation or the contribution to development made by the strengthening of
technical, administrative, managerial and institutional capacities. Moreover,

iT the effects of inflation were taken into account, it was evident that no
substantial real increase in official development assistance flows had been
achieved during the decade despite the pledges of donor countries in that regard.
As a result, many developing countries were pursuing their development efforts
through massive increases in their debt burdens, which contributed further to

their international economic dependence. Failure to meet undertakings to increase
official development assistance flows could result in a future loss of confidence
in the broader international economic consensus towards which Governments were
struggling during the current session of the General Assembly.

2. It was against that background of constraint and disappointment that
operational activities for development were taking place. UNDP, like octher
development assistance organizations and virtually all nations, was struggling to
cope with macro-economic circumstances beyond its control. The Director-General
for Development and International Tconomic Co-operation had put the matter in
sharp focus in the Second Committee, observing that the potential for progress
inherent in a number of decisions taken at recent United Nations conferences must
be realized (A/C.2/34/L),.

3. The proposed launching within the United Nations framework of a round of
global negotiations on major issues in the North-South dialogue permitted the hope
that the spirit of co-operation and agreement could yet prevail. People had
become aware of the influence that each country had over the economic well-being
of other countries and of the fact that national interests were complemented by

an overriding international interest in the welfare of all.

L, Other grounds for optimism were the developments relating to an integrated
fund for commodities, to an increase in economic and technical co-operation among the
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seveloping countries themselves, and to the gpecial consideration for the needs
of the least aeveloped countries. The recent United Wations conference OR gecience
and Technolofy for Development in Vienna had recognized the need 1O strenothen the

selfwreliant research and. &evelopment c39301ties of developind countries by means

of additional financial suppPoTt .

5. Over tne past TWo decades . rechnical co~operation activities had undersone an
almost revolutionsry changze. Tn 1075, the Committee nad endorsed 2 programne of
new dimensions in technical co~operation ror UNDP, recognizings amona othel things,
that the intended resulls of technical conoperation must guide the design of
projects and that the strengthening of technical, administrafcive9 institutional and
1ozistical capacities could make & girect and significant contribution to the
development process. Roth the Upited Nations conference OO Technical Co-operation
amons Developing Countries and the Conference On Seilence and Technololdy for
Development had recognized the importance of technical co-operation for building
aational and collective gelf-reliance. Tne technical ca-operation component of
Jorld Bank expenditures was rising steadily and currently exceeded 4350 million

ner vear.

&. Tverything pointed to the impoytance of human resources and the contributions
which technical chanZe could make TO national economic srowbil. Wevertheless,
implementation problems demonstrated that a proper palance 1n the resources
devoted TO development nad yet to pe struck. Most geveloping countries could not
waintain & pipeline of projects to speed the fiow of resources into food
production and improved aubtrition vecause of instituﬁional, mapnagerial or
orgaiizational constraints. The lack of effective implementation had resulted

ip slow disbursemnent of loans and credits 28 well as delays in the delivery of
required ecuipment. given the 1imited volume of the resources made available

for development, it was extremnely difficult to set priorities, and, precisely for
that reasoil, every effort must pe made TO make gevelopment comopsration flows of

every xind as effective as possible.

T. 1ith respect 1O the operational activities of UWDP in 1978, exnenditure in
+he Tield had increased BY o8 per cent over the preceding year, rising to more
than HL3L million. projections for 1979 indicated an increase of more than

20 per cent in expenditure and the provision of services. The growbh Was belng

carvefully monitorediboth for quality and in order to ensure +hat UNDP remained
within the financicl poundaries established under the second programming cvele.

A the fivst wnified pledgint conference for operational development activities,
niedzes +to UNDP for 1979 had increased by glmost 16 per cent over the funds pledged
for the nrevious veal Hringing the total contributions nledged for the first

thiree years of the second programming cycle to $1.65 billion. In order to meet

e olanned target additional contributions totalling 51.6 pillion would e

needed for the following t70 years, and it was to pe hoped that the second unified
pledging conference would quarantes the increast in resources required to meet

hat goal. He appealed to Covernments ©O indicate their contributions on & miltiyea
“agis in ore¥ to facilitate the plamnin® of UNDP expenditure. which 7as nlanned
Fopwars. over & five voaY Hericc.

/
[ e



A/C.2/3h /51, o
Englisgh
Page |

(1, Morse CNDP)
—-2rsc, UNDP

8. The Governing Couneiy had begun to deliberate on the Over-gl] shape ang size
of the thirg programming ¢ycle, which would exteng from 19380 to 1987, The result
of its deliberations would o g large extent determine the scope and impact of
UNDPfg technicay CO-operation efforts in the coming decage, It was hopeq during
the thirg cycle to devote more than ope third or country programming Tesources +o
the Particulgr needs of the least developed Countries, With more than three Quarters
devoted to the needs of countries with & Per capitg income of less than $500,

than 4 500 Oberational brojects in 152 developing Countries ang territories, UNDP
haga Supervisory responsibilities for 12 Uniteq Nations trust funds, which woulg
become 13 if the General Assembly approved the Tecommendatdon of the Vienng
Conference concerning the Interim Fund for Science and Technology for Development.

of UNDP, which lent Support to a“wide variety of Special development activities and

broviding capital grants to leagt developeq Countries fop Small-scale development
Projects Yielding direct social ang economic benefits tq low-income groups.,
Assistance by the Fung currently totalleg more than $100 million, Since itg
inception5 the Fung hag followed 4 Policy of full funding of itg commitmentsﬁ
which, Coupled with g rapid increase in contributiong and the norma} lag in
disbursementsﬂ had resulteg in an accumuiation of cash balances, The Governing
Council had decigeg that the Fund shoulg be Permitted to adopt g new policy of
Partiagl funding for an experimenta] beriod, keeping not less than 20 per cent of
its broject commitments gg an operationg] Teserve., The Council nag also decigeq
that, until the Fung could assume the financing of its own administrative costs,
it shoula reimburse UlDP for its administrative cXpenses as far a5 possible fropy
its interest earnings, He hoped that the General Assembly would endorse those
decisionsg,

11.  The Uniteq Nationg Volunteerg Programme hag €Xceeded the target set by the
Genera] Assembly for g field establishment of 500 Volunteers. The Governing
Council hag recommended +o the Economje and Socig]l Couneil ang the General Assembly
& newv target of 1,000 fielg volunteers for 1983, He hopeq that the Committee would

of required resources ang the brogramme's ability o maintain itg high Quality,

12. With regard to the Uniteg Nations Revolving Fund for Natural Resources
Exploration, he said that the SecretaryeGeneral, in tonsultation With the ‘
Administrator9 Was to establish an intergovernmental Eroup of experts to assist
the Economie and Socigl Council in carrying out g comprehensive review of the
Fund'isg functions9 institutional arrangements ang repayment System, The group's

/.
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report and recommendations would be submitted to the Governing Council at its
twenty-eighth session and would then be transmitted to the Economic and Social
Council for the necessary recommendations to the General Assembly.

13. e wished to stress the importance of the United dations Sudano-Sahelian
Office and {its collaboration with the United Uations Environment Programme in
implementing the United Nations Plan of Action to Combat Desertification in the
Sudano-Sahelian region. The United Hations Sudano-3ahelian Office hagd
consolidated its assessment of the desertification Problem and had developed g
portfolio of priority desertification control Projects which would be submitted
for the consideration of the international community.

L. In accordance with the Plan of Action adopted at the United Nations Conference
on Technical Co~operation among Develooing Countries in Buenos Aires, unpp had
taken steps to strengthen its Special Unit for TCDC and to support it in preparing
various initial studies on the subject, including studies on financial

arrangements for technical Co-oOperation among developing countries and the role

of transport and comaunications in that field.

15. UNDP was g flexible, dynamic, wide~ranging and deenly committeq pPrograme,
The restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system
was therefore of critical importance to it, not only because it would assist it
in bringing its efforts into line with the demands of the new international
economic order but also because it stressed the need for greater coherence,
consolidation and efficiency in UNDP's operational activities for the benefit of
the developing countries. UNDP supported the restructuring process ang believed
that the apoointment by the Secretary-General of resident co-ordinators at the
country level would have a positive effect and would further the cbjective of
integrated development.

16, FProm its vantage point as the central funding organization for technical
co~-operation within the United Nations system, UNDP recognized the value of a more
integrated approach to development programming. FExamples of the practical
implementation of that approach were the work of the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (sponsored Jointly with the Vorld Bank ana
the Food ang Agriculture Organization), Co-sponsorship vith WHO of the international
campaign to eradicate 8ix major tropical diseases, chairmanship of the Steering
Committee for International Co-operative Action for Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation, chairmanship of the Steering Committee on Technical Assistance for

the Caribbean Group of Nations, collaboration with UNCTAD on g project to further
€conomic and technical co-operation among develovning countries, and co-operation
with various United Nations bodies in a national household survey capability
programme designed to improve the dats, base of developing countries’ statistical
services. On the Strength of that experience, UNDP put great faith in the
restructuring process, which was certain to result in the improved efficiency of
operational activities for development.

/o..
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(1ir. lorse, UNDP)

17. UWDP's goal remained the strengthening of self-reliance canabilities among
the countries particivating in the Programme, and he felt that the latter was
waking a genuine contribution in that regnect.

15, There vas no need to recite the appalling statigtics of hunger, disease and
illiteracy in the world or the reasons yhy SO many countries suffered from those
scourges. The world community already recognized that th» international economic
order was not sufficilently orderly, economic or international to lead humanity
safely out of the confusion, inequity, imbalance and division afflicting
iaternational economic relations. He hoped that the Committee would chart a

new course of action and direction for international economic 1ife . that division
and distrust would e overcome and that i+t would not be forpotten that all
countries’® futures were interdependent. As Villiam Taulkner had stated. mankind
would not just endure -~ it would prevail. e hoped that the Cormittee's dehate
would lead to a determination to overcome pain, suffering and the unconscionable

deprivation vhich had afflicted too many human heings for too long.
AGEHDA TITEI 65+ HUMAN SETTLEMENTES (continuqi)

19. ygiwggRAYﬁﬁgg_(India) caid that the United Mations Centre for Human Settlements
was one of the Crganization's most fruitful enterprisges: 1ts work concerned one

of mankind's basic and elementary requirements and was the focal noint of a

whole range of interconnected activities affecting not only man's economic and
social well-being but also his cultural and sesthetic needs and recuirements.

1+ was a field in which interdisciplinary interaction and international co-operation
were natural and necessary, and the Centre was making systematic efforts to

involve a large variety of specialists and governmental and non. -governmental
agencies and bodies, both national and international, in formulating and
implementing a comprehcnsive work programme with clear-cut objectives and

priorities and well--defined linkages.

50. India had been one Of the original sponsors of the United Fations Habitat
and Human Settlements Toundation. With an enormous nopulation to be provided
with basic housing recuirements, it was natural that India should be acutely
conscious of the importance of housing and should give the matter its whole-
nearted support. His delegation shared the view of the Ixecutive Director of
the United lations Centre for Human Settlements that human settlement activities
must form part of national development plans and that they had an important

role to play in achieving the objectives of the new international economic order.
21. It was encouraging to note that in the work programme approved by the
Commission on Human Settlements, emphasis had been placed on the urgent neecds

of the developing countries, varticularly the least develoned. Implementation of
the crucial housing and human settlements progranmmes in those countries would help
to conserve their resources and energy and would generate economic growth, while
reducing social and economic inequalities. That vas an ideal field for the
constructive use of indigenous materials, labour-intensive methods and local

/on.
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technology to meet the immediate needs of the zeonle and the long -term strategy
of develonment. Local and traditional tebnﬂolowv could he adonted ana upsraded
and nﬂW‘tcciuolo iles introduced in so far as they were suitable in Darticular
cases. In the evn“r+ opinion of one tovn-planner tqe noor and uneducat~qd
sectors of the pO?ULdthﬁ nevertheless had the rlmnt anproach to housing

vhile that of the educated sectors of the pooulation was often misguided, over.
refined and divorced from realitr. If lessons vere learned from the ordinary
man’s exnerience , human settlements could he ept in touch with realit+v and full
use could B~ made of resources and techaioues available locallv, thus oromoting
sclf-reliance in the soclution of lceeal problems.

22. In that connex <lon, the ideas of imhatma Gandhi on the ideal village should

be borne in mind. T at village would have perfect sanitation- it would have

aouses built of materials avallable within a radius of five mll@s with courtyards
cardens and accommodation for animals it would have streets free o? dust, wells
which were sufficient for requlrementu and accessible to all, houses for worship>

a central meeting nlace, a common for grazing cattle, a co- O%eratlva dairy.

primary and secondary %caools which would sure S 1pdustr1a1 education and a
vanchayat (Vlllage council) to settle disputcs. If to that simple but comprehensive
conccﬁ%~5f a rural community were addsd the advantages of suitable small or
intermediste technology, it would he pessible to tackle successfully . with
availablc res sources, the colossal problems of human settlements in the develowning
countries with their teeming populations.

23. Indiza had completed various programmes along those lines, had evolved
coancentions and natterns suitable for developing countries JQOQC conditions
vere similar., and was prepared to put its experience at the disnosal of other
countries and learn from them. Consequently, his delegation suvrorted the ides
that the regional commissions should collaborate with each other and with the
Habitat Centre in the matter and that aporopriate institutional lin-s should

be forged between all those bLodies,

2k, Although the delepation of India supvorted the decisions of the second
session of the Commission on Human Settlements, he nointed out that adonting
resolutions was not enough  adecuate funds must he made aveilable to irmrlement
the comprehensive worl: programie outlined by the Exccutive Director. His

delegation joined in the appeal directed narticularly to the develoned countries
to contrivute voluntarily and generousl« to the United Vations Yabitat and

Human Settlements Foundation at the forthcoming pledasing conference. It wac
dluaD“OlﬂEln” that the contributions of Lember States did not vet amount to

-l million, ess peclally when the sum of %13 million was needed for the work
orogramme.  The Indian Government , as in previous vears, would contribute an
arnual amount of 5100 ,000 towards the work of the Centre.

25. With regard to the renort on living conditions of the Palestinian peonle

in the occupied Arab territories (4 /3b/53u); he expressed considerable concern at

the rapid deterioraticn of the living and environmental conditions in the occunied
territories. It was regrettable that the occuvying authorities rad denied access

to those territories to a United Mations exnert mission, thereby “reventing
compliance with resolution 33/110. Wis delegation ure ﬁd the Tsraeli Covernment

to accent a visiting mission.

/o
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26. lirs. TYZRMAIT (Conads) said that the report of the Cormission on Human
Settlements ou the work of its second session (A/34/8) demonstrated that
discussions on human settlements issues had been regularized within the United
Tations system. Canada particularly welcomed the exchange of information about
national experiences in human settlements in the Cowmission and the analysis of
the relationship of physical planninz to over-all development plans and,
consequently, to the poals of the new international economic order. Issues had
also been raised about how to utilize humen settlements policies to accelerate
national economic growth, to alleviate the poverty of disadvantaged pgroups of
society and to establish natterns of misration, land use, transport and energy
consumption. In her delegation’s view that type of discussion, coupled with the
research and technical assistance activities of the Centre, would contribute to
the development of more effective solutions. The ability of human settlements
policies to be both an effective agent for improvement in the lives of the meople
and a stirmlant of economic provth based on local materials and technologies made
those policies a pasic ingredient for the new Tnternational Develomment Strategy.

7. Uer delegation also welcomed the proposed work profrarme for the 1980-1981
biennium, as it covered the six areas of national action adopted at the Tabitat
Conference and represented a substantial achievement in implementing the resolutions
of that Conference. 1t was & comnrehensive, integrated and action-oriented
proprarnme which reflected the ursent needs of develonins~ countries in particular.

o8 . Althoush her Governnent supnorted the worl of the Centre, it was concerned
that the work vrograriie, while modest in relation to needs. was ambitious in
relation to the resources available to the Centre. It was portant for priorities
to be set so that the most urpent tasks could be acconnlished irmediately and
further work undertaken as TesSOUrces becare availsble. ©She recalled that the
Cormission had identified 10 criteria for the selection and scheduling of projects
during the 1980-1981 bhiennium, and trusted that those criterie would help in the
rationalization of the programne.

29, Her delegation supported the rationalization of the various components of

the United Wations system concerned with human settlements into one integrated

and effective unit, and it therefore also supported the functional integration of
the Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation into the Centre so as to make full use
of scarce available resources. qimilarly, her delegation believed that the

United Wations Audio-Visual Tnformation Centre on Human Settlements (Vision
Tabitat) should be interrated into the Centre for Human Settlements. The
excellence of the collection of sudio~visual materials prepared for the Habitat
Conference had been such that the General Assembly in resolution 31/115 had
established an Audio-Visual Centre to ensure that those materials would not only be
maintained and safeguarded but also used after the Conference in public information
and training programmes. In March 1980 the agreement whereby the Canadian
Government had financed the Audio-Visual Centre since its establishment would
expire, and the logical next step would be for Vision llabitat to be incormorated
fully into the Centre for Human Settlements so that such an exceptional effort and

its regional extensions did not go to waste.
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30, Ifr. MUBLLER (Cerman Derocratic Republic) said that his deleration anproved the

report of the Commission on ITuman Settlerents on the work of its second session
(8/34/8) and welcomed the start made on substantive activities. The second session
of the Commission had revealed the great significance of habitat and the nlanning
of human settlements in the implementation of the over-all soclo-econoric
development strateries of States: the efforts of many countries to irnprove their
human settlements situations had been hirhlighted.

31. Tver since it was founded, the Cerman Derocratic Republic had rerarded the
solution of human settlements problems as one of its principal tasks, and 1t
considered that human settlements policies should aim at imoroving the auality of
life. That presupposed certain prereguisites, such as the use of land in keeping
with the national interests to the exclusion of any form of sneculation. Ttate
management and plannin~ of the develorment of settlerents, and the s=llocation o
steadily increasing share of the total netional incoe to the i
wvelfare.

32. The Commission on Human Settlements had affirmed once s~-2in that the
ultimate prerequisite for the existerce and preservation of numan sebtler

the consolidation of peace and the strencthenins of internstional sccuritv. Thot
meant greater efforts, than ever must be made to end the arms race and to achieve
effective neasures of disarmament.

33. The adoption by the Commission of a work programme for the biennium 1980-1981
and the fact that it was based on the areas identified for action by the United
Wations Conference on ITuman Settlements was a measure of the success of the second
session. However, it would be necessary for the work of the Commission and of the
Centre to be concentrated on oriority matters and, in order to do S0, Tor use to
be made of the criteria pronosed by the Commission itself for the selection of

rrojects.

3k, As far as the Comission's future activities were concerned, the deleration
of the Cerman Dewmocratic Republic felt that particular immortance ought to be
attached to developing international exchanges of exverience in solving humen
settlements problems. In that connexion, it welcomed the Commission's
recormriendation that a olobal report on human settlements should be issued every
five years. Such reports, aimed at promoting information., exchanses of experience
and analytical work should duly reflect the experiences of the socialist States.

35. The discussions at the second session had indicated anew that buildings in
rural areas and relationships between urban and rural areas were becoming
increasingly sienificant. He therefore attached rreat irrortance to the inclusion
of those topics in the agends of the Cormmission's third session.

36. QEL_HELLE‘(Italy) said that his country attached great importance to United
flations activities in the field of humen settlements, and had talken several steps
which had already been reported in the dehate at the second session of the
Cormission on iluman Settlements. After carefully studvine the Jiabitat Centreis

/v
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prosramme of work and makine a2 comparative analvsis of the resources allocated to
various wprogrammes, the Ttalian deleration felt that the C entre's resources Irom
A

the United Mations recular budret cshould be increased, and hoped that such a view
would be reflected in the arreed conclusions emer~ing from the current debate.

37. Ttaly took a very positive view of the mrosrarme of work subriitted to the
Commission in ilairobi, which it found to be comprehensive, detailed and internzlly
coherent. Althousgh it had been arreed to give highest priority to subprogramme 3.
on shelter, infrastructure and services, it should not be formotten that all six
subprograrmes were closely linked. The Ttalian deleration also considered thot
special emphesis should be aiven to technical co- -operation activities concerned
with human settlements - in particular, research activities, training of personnel
5t the national and resional levels, and dissemination of 1nfovmatlon - with s

view to promoting national capabilities in that field. In technical co--opera tlon
activities, there should be no automatic transfer of solutions, erperiences and
methods from one country to another, 1ut a search for local and national solutions
utilizins local technologies and 1ndlﬁenous materials. In addition, the Centre
should in general promote a deeper and wider involvement of citizens, political
~rroups and local authorities in the planning and manacement of their homes and
livin: environment, in recognition of people’s mountins awareness of their right
to a better guality of life and their consequent need to participate eactively in
decisions that affected their own deily lives The Italian Government was
contenmlating the possibility of making a coptrlbutlon to the Mabitat Foundation
so as to enhance its capacity to carry out its nrocrarme of work and provide
increased technical assistance.

38. The Centre should act as the focal point Tor action in the field of human
settlements and should co-operate closely not only with UMEP but also with UNDP, the
regional commissions and the relevant svecialized agencies, SO as to avoid
dquplication of worlk and improve the ef fectiveness of the system as a whole. The
regional cormissions should establish the inter~overnmental committees on human

settlements envisaged in resolution 32/162. as a first step towards the necessary
decentralization of human settlements activities.

39. Mr. GROET (Austrelia) expressed his aﬁprec19tlon of the satisfactory results

of the second session of the Commission on Human Settlements, vthich had acdopted a

comnrehensive prorr3MPe of work, and of the oneration of the United Yations Centre
for Tumen Settlements in Nairobi, as well as the prena rations for the Cormission’s
third session, to be held in Mexico. Australia would take an active part in that

session and would be willing to serve on the Bureau if called upon.

40. As the Txecutive Director had saicd, the work programme of the Tentre reflected
the ursent needs of the developing countries, especially the least develoned, and
emphasized action at the national, rezional and subregional levels, and also
collaboration with the resgional commissions. The repgionalization of human
settlements activities was of the utrost imvortance, given the very different
situations prevaeiliing within and hetween regions. The consultations that had been

/...
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Centre's work prosramme
nat the recinns

undertaken with the recional cormissions in
should be encourarcd to continue. Afustrslia

should h9ve a larger role in the developren ) TITORTED . 80
thrt the tre could concentrate on its co-ordi e nolicy functionsg. In

~

ineti:
that come.low9 the Tecretary-General’s intention to Tﬂc7uce a reauest for
additional rosts in the regional units in the rrosramme bu et mroposals For
1080-1981 was to he welcored.

O
o
o5

hi. Mustralia summorted the humen settlements activities of its own ?EGio
commission, IGCAP. In 1077-1078. it had nrovided 17,500 towerds stren nethe
the regionel housing centres, and in 1973-1979, a further vjo 000 tO”'r‘
an cxpert meetin~ on human settlements. Tt re~arded the early vnrenarati
resional programie on human settlements =s a matter of imnortance,

L2, It also welcomed the fact that a relatively setisfactory solution lLad been
fad

reached on the integration of the United Fations Habitat nnd Human Hettlaements
Foundation with the Centre. To make such an intesration comnlete, the voluntary

contributions raised by the Toundation should be made availahle to the Centre asg
a vihole. Resarding the iwte“ratlop of the United 'ations Audio-Visual Tnformation
Centre on duman ettlenents into the Centre for Human Settlerente, . Tile

ul
anpreciating the imp Oﬂtence of the information prorramie  felt thet it s“oul not
ansorb too much of the Centre’s linmited resources.

L3, Australien delegetion supported the three resolutions edon at the
Cormission’s second session for transmission to the General Assert] on the
process of wslobal reporting. with the collaboration of non-governmental

organizations, for & continuous assessment of achieverments and needs, on the

AudlorJiuVaW Information Centre, and on the strengtienin~ of hunen settlenents
activities.

5

(F7ecuos“ova“1a) said thet sufficient tirme had elamsed since th

Lh, 1, 5T

VDﬂCOUch Conferen

m

{

ice in 1076 for arrenc~ements to have becn Tor irmnortant

international co-operation in the fleld of hurzn settlenents. The develonin:
countries hoped to Le able to share the exnerience acauired bv the develoned
countries in the building of settlements and infrastructure and, accordinely,
were avaiting an analysis of the mein provlems in respect of cettleents
construction in cevelopins countries 2nd the forrulation, on the basis of that
analysis, of = prosramme that would be reflected in individuel projects.
Czechoslovakia considered thot such a prosramme snould include: co ordination of
internations]l researcii with - view to treinin~ in the vractical apnlication of
researcn results’ wnrojects to huild un the Haterlol and technolo~ical onroduction
ese and utilize domestic building ﬁoterlals 2 Ttraining of sowecialists from
developing countries to make use of the exmerience of the alvenced countries in

L
the field of investment planning and settlements construction: nrojects for
organizing trainin-~ prosrarries in build d¢ing and town wlannin~ in teschin~
institutions, exhibiticns of settlements building technolories and materisls.
projects for introducing an interrated information svster for selectine the most
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suitable sites for the construction of settlements and manufacturing plants: and
studies of the integrated development of population and its social and property
structure in relation to housing and settlements needs and industrial investment
projects.

45, His country, a member of the Commission on Human Settlements, was positive

in its assessment of the second session of the Commission and the report contained
in document A/34/8, as well as of the approach in preparing the work prograrme.

As had been stated at Vancouver, the experience of all bodies and agencies in the
United Hations systen had to be utilized to the full in human settlements policies
and in regional physical planning. The Centre for Human Settlements could make an
effective contribution to that end.

46. TIn General Assembly resolution 33/110 the Secretary-General had been requested
to prepare a rervort on the social and economic impact of the Israeli occupation

on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories. As
stated in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Secretary-General's report (A/34/536), it had
not proved possible to send an expert mission because of the refusal of Israel to
grant access to the occupied territories. Accordinely, his delegation wanted to
reaffirm its support for the struggle of the Palestinian people and for negotiated
settlement to the lMiddle Bast problem with the varticipation of all interested

parties.

47. In conclusion, he made clear his deleration's readiness to participate
actively in meetings and activities conducted by the Centre for Human Settlemencs,
which could only be carried out successTully in an atmosphere of peace and

international détente.

48. Mr. LIONTAS (Greece) said that the United “ations Centre for Human Settlements
had made important progress and that the report of the Commission on Human
Settlements on the work of its second session (A/34/8) described a common approach,
established priorities for the different subprogrammes and dealt with basic
problems, such as the part to be played by activities in the human settlements
sector in the new international development strategy. Industrialization efforts
and infrastructural improvements in developing countries necessitated an adaptation
of human settlements policies to match diversification in the production
infrastructure and an increase in employment prospects. Since they could provide

a strong spur to economic development, activities in the sphere of human
settlements had to be incorporated in the international development strategy.
Special consideration should be given to the needs of less favoured groups who were
in less of a position to benefit from market forces.

L9, His country had already made a voluntary contribution to the Centre and
hoped that it would soon have the necessary resources to carry out its mission
without problems.

50. In human settlements activities, it was important to take advantage of the
experience acquirec by different countries and to promote co-operation between the

/...
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Centre and national and rerional institutions and national and regional research
centres. The competent bodies in Greece iere ready to share their experience in
construction and -hysical rlannins snd to assist in achievins the Centre's
prograume objectives.

51. Tinally, he said that the terms of reference of the Audic-Visual Information
Centre should be defined and a degree of co-ordination should be established with
the information services of other orpanizations with a view to the effective
dissenination of information and the rational use of audio-visual techniques.

52. Mr. VAN GORKOM (Iletherlands) said that his delezation noted with apprecistion
the acreerent on a coherent and comprehensive pro~ramme that had been reached
during the second session of the Cormission on Human Settlements and felt that
llebitat should be concerned primarily with the initiation, co-ordination and
integration of activities related to human settlements in the broader context of
the development process. Opecial priority should be given to projects that micht
open up nev approaches, in enersy conservation, Tor exarple.

53. Problems related to human settlements had larrely to be solved throush

nationel or rerional action. For that reason, his delepation suvported the
Cormission on Human Settlements in esteblishin~ or reinforcing regional co~-overation
structures, but considered that it would not be vossible at the present stage to
divert staff resources for the purpose.

S5k, The Tetherlands velcomed the interration of the 1ted Mati Tabitat and
Fuman Settlements Toundation with the Centre and reczlled that the Toundetion's
resources had been desirned for the introduction =nd v 1forcegkut of human
settlements procgrammes in developing countri i ration likewise sunnorted
the resolution on the esta? ishrent of a i tﬁ@n service to take over
the functions and assets of the Audio-Visual

55. His delegation also souzht to encourase co-operation between the Certre and
non-govermmental organizations whose Committee for Human Settlements could nlay
an important part in implementing the Centre's prograrme of work.

56,  Mr. HAMID_(Observer5 Palestine Libveration Orgsnization) said that the report
of the Secretary-General entitled ilewnx conditions of the Pelestinian neenle 1in
the occupied territories™ (A/34/536) was comprehensive in scope but could have heen
more etailed. Parasravh 21 of annex I contained certain errors: the first
Palestinian war had taken place in 19L8.19L0, not in 19LT7-10L8: the vhrase
“original homes" was incorrect because not all the Arabs wio continued to live in
Israel remained in their orisinal homes since the Israeli authorities transferred
sone from one areca to another; the population of the West Bark was more than
700,000 and not 350,000, finally, the population of the faza Strin was not
"70,000-100,000" but more than 350,000. ¥ith regard to parazraph 23, the PLO
believed that housing problems in refusee camns adrinistered by UNXTA should be
~siven serious attention and examined in preater detail.

D
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57. The creation and continuation of the conditions mentioned in the rerort, which
constituted the habitat imposed on the occupied Territories, had come about through
pilitary rule, under which a set of laws termed the Defence Regrlations were applied.
Those laws had been enacted by the British Government in the Palestine of 1945 and
ecarned the condermation of Jewish leaders at the time. At a 1946 conference of the
Jewish Lawyers® Association in Tel-Aviv, Ya'akou Shanira, subsequently an Israeli
Minister of Justice, stated that the répime established in Palestine on the basis

of the Defence Regulations had no parallel in any civilized nation and that even in
Jazi Germany no such laws had existed. Vet Israel had applied the Defence
Regulations against the Palestinian population inside Israel until 1966, and scon
after the June 1967 war, put them into effect on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip.
The Regulations sanctioned many of the occupation authorities’ repressive practices.
Tsrael imposed punishments on individuals or grouns for the acts of other individuals
or groups, although such collective punishments or reprisals violated Article 33 of
the Geneva Convention on the Protection of Civilisns in Time of War. Regulation 119
of the Defence Regulations permitted the destruction not only of buildings where

acts prohibited under the regulations had been committed but also of buildings

in the same area. Demolitions were usually carried out at short notice and long

pefore any judicial decision on the case. Such policies were not conducive to peace.

56, ifr. POGREBENKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the USSR hed
always pald particular attention to problems of town planning and housing. Recently,
the second anniversary of the new Soviet Constitution had taken place. In it the
right to housing was recognized as a fundamental human right for the first time in
the world. In accordance with decislons taken at the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth
Congresses ol the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, plans were introduced for the
construction of housing with the aim of providing decent accommodation for the
entire Soviet people. Under the present five-year plan (1976-1980), provision

had been made for the allocation of 550 million square metres to the building of
housing and the investment of 100,000 million rubles for that purpose. The rental
control system established in 1928 had not been altered since, and rents did not
normally exceed 3 per cent of family incone.

g

other countries on programmes of town planning and housing within the Council for
Mutual Tconomic Assistance, which was a unique example of international co-operation
for mutual advantage. The USSR was always ready to make its experience available

to countries interested in such collaboration.

59, The Soviet Union was engaged in bilateral and multilateral co-operation with
t

60. At the world level, the increase in population and its ccrnicentration in
urban areas and the rising prices of land, construction materials and rents had
created very serious conditions, particularly in the developing countries. The
USSR attached great importance to the work of the Commission on Human Settlements
in planning and co-ordinating international activities in that area. The
documentation prepared by the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements for the
second session of the Commigsion, despite some short-comings, had aided the
discussions during which delegablons had made useful criticisms and prorosals.
Thus it had been stressed, as was noted in parapgraph 33 of the report of the
Corission  (A/34/8), that the co-operation among member States in the field of

/oo
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human settlewents wag only rossible under conditions of peace, and that reductions
in military budsets would make it poessible to redistribute resources to meet the
needs of human settlements.

61l. The USSR had drawn attention to the need for close co-operation between the
Centre for Human Settlements and UWEP and for establishing a clear dictinction
between their activities in order to aveild the overlapping which still persisted.
Similar considerations applied to co-operation between the Centre and the regional
commigsions, which must be developed on a clear bhasis. The Centre, for its part,
should be provided as soon as possible with a clearly defined and pernanent
structure sc that it would be able to devete itself to its specific task. It was
to be hoped that the secretariat of the Centre would prepare the necessary
dgocumentation on that guestion so that delegations wonld be able to make
observations at the next session of the Commission. In planning the structure of
the Centre, it was essential to remain within the limits of existing resources
and to make use of the voluntary contributions to UNDP and UNTP: with regard to
nersonnel, the principle of equitable geogravhical distribution must be observed,
rarticularly at the hicher levels.

62, His delegation had no objection to the report of the Commission on Human
Settlements (A/3L/8), and took note of it.

63. The rerort on the living conditions of the Palestinizn people in the occupied
territories (4/34/536), whose preparation the Government of Israel had tried to
impede by prohibiting entry to the representatives of the United Hations
Secretariat, revealed the privations and suffering imposed on the Palestinian
people by the occupying authorities. The USSR called for a just and comprehensive
solution to the problem of the Middle East which recognized the rights of the
Palestinian people, whose sole legitimate representative was the Palestine
Liberation Organization. If peace was to prevail in the region, the indispensable
conditions were the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from all the territories
occupied in 1967 and the guarantee of the rights of Palestinians. including the
right to return to their territories and the right to self-determination and the
formation of their own national State.,

64, lr. OKWARC (Kenya) said that it was a matter of great satisfaction to his
Government that, after the short period of one year, the United lations Centre

for Human Settlements had been established and was operational at its headquarters
in Nairobi. It was to be hoped that the process of recruiting the required staff
for tne research branch of the (Centre would soon be commleted.

65. Problems in the sphere of human settlements were very acute in the developing
countries and were especially pronounced in the African region. 1In general, those
problems were a reflection of the level of economic development of those countries.
Issues such as infrastructure, education, health facilities, water supply and
employment opportunities were all relevant to the problems of human settlements;
consequently, those problems could not be solved in isclation from other

- 2

Cdevelovmental issues. In that regard, his delegpation suprorted the inclusion oF

VAR
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human settlements questions in the formulation of the new international development
strategy as well as within the process of establishing the new international
economic order.

66. His delegation agreed with the special emphasis placed in the programme on
questions relating to building materials and construction technologies,
infrastructure and services, rural settlements and energy and human settlements.
With regard to uilding materials and construction technologies, the Centre should
support the use of local building materials and technologies and contribute to
solving the practical problems of their use. His delegation also welcomed the
role assigned to training in the efforts to achieve self-reliance in the technical
aspects of human settlements in developing countries. The Government of Belgium
was to be commended for having sponsored the first training programme for housing
officials. It was to be hoped that other countries would follow its example and
that consideration would alsc be given to the establishment or strengthening of
national or regional training institutions in the developing countries. In that
respect, a very imrportant role could be played by technical co-operation among
developing countries.

67. The co-operation between the Centre for Human Settlements and other bodies of
the United Nations system, and in narticular with UNEP, was considerably facilitated
in the latter case by the fact that both bodies had their headquarters at Nairobi.
The efforts of the Executive Director in establishing full co-operation with

regional commissions were important steps in implementing General Assembly resolution
32/182.

66. At the opening meeting of the second session of the Commission on Human
Settlements at iairobi, the President of Kenya, Mr. Laniel T. Arap Moi, had said
that in the past the human settlements sector, especially housing, had been
neglected both in international programmes and in the national budgets of
developing countries. Human settlements programmes deserved and required urgent
investment which could not be derived solely from existing resources in the
developing countries; bilateral and multilateral assistance were vital for the
success of those programmes. Thus his delegation urged the Covernments with the
necessary financial capacity, and especially those of the developed countries, to
contribute generously during the Pledging Conference to be held in the following
week.

69. His delegation fully endorsed the three resolutions which the Commission had
recomnended for adoption by the General Assembly. With regard to the living
conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied territories, his delegation
expressed the hope that the Government concerned would allow the United Nations
mission to carry out its mandate as set up by the General Assembly.

70. r. SVENSOY (Sweden), speaking on behalf of the delegations of Denmark,
Finlaﬂaj—fceigga; Norway and Sweden, expressed satisfaction at the results of the
second session of the Commission on Human Settlements which had produced a
consolidated and comprehensive programme for United Hations activities in the
sphere of human settlements. The Vordic delegations fully approved the report of

the Commission (A/34/8).

/-on
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71. The work programme of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements was
based on the recognition that human settlements problems must be tackled at the
national level. The work programme had therefore been designed to support, assist
and stimulate countries in their national endeavours, although the importance of
international co-operation, which should evolve as much as rossible at the regional
level, was also recognized. The Centre should redeploy resources to the regions

to supplement their existing resources.

72. The work prograrme of the Centre laid particular stress upon the problems of
human settlements in developing countries and focused attention on the most
disadvantaged groups of the population. In order to carry out that work, nationally
as well as internationally, additional financial resources would be required.

73. Integrated training activities, which constituted a major aspect of the work
of the Centre, were basic to the achievement of self-reliance in the technical
aspects of human settlements programming and implementation. Ancther important
aspect of the work programme was the role which could be played by investment in
the human settlements field in order to stimulate econonic development. That
investment should to a great extent be based on indigenous resources if the proper
technologies were to be developed. Therefore, its impact on the balance of
payments in the long run was normally limited. It was to be hoped that knowledge
of those factors would increase the understanding of the importance of human
settlements strategies and policies in the formulation of programmes for economic
development. TIn that context, the work programme of the Centre could provide a
major input for the new international development strategy.

7L . The Nordic delegations supported the adoption of the resolutions submitted by
the Commission on Human Settlements through the Teonomic and Social Council,
especially these concerning the work programme for the period 1080-1981 and the
resolution entitled "Strengthening of human settlements activities™. In the
operative paragraphs of that resolution, Member States were urged to devote a
larger share of national resources to the strengthening of human settlements
activities as vehicles of economic and social change. It was further suggested
that Member States should examine multilateral and bilateral co-operation
progranmres, particularly those financed by UNDP, to determine whether an increased
allocation could be made tc the human settlements sector.

75. liiss LOEQEX_(Belgium) said that her delegation had noted with satisfaction
that, when the Commission on Human Settlements had adopted its work programme
for the biennium 1980-19061, it had given the hichest priority to building,
infrastructure, equipment and services, in other words, tc action-oriented
activities it was to be hoped that the poorest propulation groups in the
developing countries would thus benefit more directly, especially in view of
the importance attached to the use of indigenous materials, simple techniques
and labour~intensive systems.

76. Her delegation attached great importance to the question of training. As the
Txecutive Director of the Centre had already reported, the Catholic University of
Louvain had organized a series of seminars for officials and housing experts from
approximately 15 developing countries.
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T7. It was worthy of note that the transfer of the headquarters of the Centre to
Nairobi had been completed successfully. It was desirable tha*t the secretariat in
Nairobi should not be expanded unnecessarily and that its efficiency should be
increased. In that connexion she considered that it would not be desirable that
links with the regional commissions should become too heavy a burden on the Centre.
She reminded the Committee that the Secretary-General, in document A/34/6, had
stated that it would not be appropriate at the present time to propose the
establishment of new posts for human settlements activities in the regional
commissions. Furthermore, the approach of the regional commissions was
fundamentally different from that of the Centre: the former was regional , whereas
the Centre was primarily concerned with national plans.

78. In the sane spirit, the delegation of Belgium hoped that the transfer of the
functions and assets of the United FNations Audic-Visual Information Centre on
liuman Settlements did not imply a substantial increase in the secretariat in
Wairobi. The Audio-Visual Information Centre already had six subcentres; those
should not be converted into small-scale replicas of the Commission on Human
Settlements. Tt would perhaps be more efficient for the Centre to arrange for
mobile exhibits of its audio-visual programmes so as to give the best possible
service at the local level.

9. Her delegation hoped that its comments would be borne in mind when the
question of the restructuring of the Centre arose; it fully supported the current
lixecutive Director of the Centre and his management.

60. iliss CHICOYE (France) said that on the whole her delegation shared the views
expressed by the Ixecutive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements in regard to the importance of the item and the role which the Centre
could play in that connexion. The work of the Commissicn on Human Settlements
during its second segssion had been constructive and had been accomplished in s
spirit of complete co-cperation; the Comnmission had dealt with the problem of
defining precisely what the functions of the Centre should be, so that it could
furnish useful advice, efficient technical assistance, especially to developing
countries, and staff training. It would nevertheless be necessary to make further
efforts to identify even more clearly the priorities of the Centre's programmes
and subprogrammes. It was equally important to delineate clearly the functions

of the United Wations Environment Programme in relation to the Centre. The subject
oi the environment covered a very wide field and certainly had an impact on human
settlements. It was therefore essential that the two organs should co-operate
closely with one another and co-ordinate thelr programmes with a view to avoiding
overlapping.

81. There were a number of inaccuracies in the report of the Commission on Human
Settlements on the work of its second session (A/3’4/8)9 which should be corrected.
The statement in paragraph 130 to the effect that the order of priority of the
Centre’s collaboration with cother organizations should be, first, with United
Hations agencies, second, with the intergovernmental organizations outside the
United Hations system, and third. with non-governmental organizations, should

/...
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indicate that non-governmental organizations were those having consultative status,
as had been agreed during the meetings held in Nairobi. Paragraph 3 of the French
text of resolution 2/6 should, as agreed in Nairobi, read "prie les Etats membres

d'informer chague année’ instead of "prie les DItats membres de faire rapport chague

année ',

82. On the question of the Audio-Visual Information Centre, her delegation hoped
that additional information would be provided regarding the needs of countries
for audio-visual material. There was a danger that the magnitude of the
expenditure required for the operation of the Centre would not be proportionate
to its usefulness.

83, In regard to the implementation of General Assembly resolution 33/110, she
reminded the Committee that her Jdelegation had abstained during the vote; it was a
metter for regret that elements of a political nature had been introduced into an

srea which was essentially technicel and should remaln So.

gli. She reminded the Committee that it was the responsibility of the Fifth
Committee to deal with the establishment of new posts in the Centre and expressed
Acubts as to whether the effectiveness of an organization cculd be meagured by the
number of its staff:; she considered that it was not adviseble at that time to
increase the Centre's staff and would inform the Fifth Committee of that view.

Tn conclusion she said that her delegation fully supported the vork of the Executive
Director of the Centre.

ORGANTZATION OF WORK

85. The CHAIRMAN said that, in view of the large number of speakers on each agenda
item and of the fact that the Committee was behind in its work, he would appeal to

speakers to limit the length of their statements so that it would not be necessary

to apply rule 106 of the rules of procedure.

86. Mr. RAMONDT (Netherlands) requested that the time-limit for the submission
of draft resolubions on agenda item 55 (g) should be postponed until 6 p.m. on
Wednesday, 7 November, so that unofficial consultations could be concluded.

87. It was so decided.

88. The CHAIRMAN announced that the list of speakers on agenda item 64, Office of
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, would be closed on Friday,
29 November, at 6 p.m.

The meeting rocse at 1.10 p.m.






