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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

7 October 1985 

Sir, 

I have the honour, in accordance with parh?raph 7 of reaolution 39/72 G 
adopted by the General Assembly on 13 December 1984 , to transmit herewith a spatial 
report of the Special Committee against Apartheid on recent developments concerntnq 
relations between Iaracl and South Africa. 

The Special Committee requests that thia report be iaaued as 4 docllment ot the 
General Assembly and the Security Council. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) Joseph N. GARBA 
Chairman of the Special Committee 

againrt Apartheid 

His Excellency 
Mr. Javier PQrcz de CuCllar 
Secretary-General of the 

United Nations 
New York, N.Y. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. Although relat iana betveen Iarasl and South Aftka date back to the srnumption 
of power of the Natianal Party in South Africa in 1948, the last 10 years have 
witnessed an increasing collaboration between the tvo rdqimes amountinq not only to 
a virtual alliance threatsninq the peace and oecurity in routhtrn Africa and the 
Middle East, but alao constituting a threat to international peace and Becuc ity. 
Accordingly, the Special Committee har devoted particular attention to the matter 
and has brouqht it regularly to the attention of the General Assembly and the 
Security Council. 

2. Becauee of the serious inplicationr of ouch collaboration and for political 
convenience, Israel tends to minimtze the extent of its collaharation vith South 
Africa and has unleashed a campaign aqainet the United Nation6 for reporting on 
this collaboration. 

3. There is an incrtaeinq awacenerr of the danqerour consequences of the 
collaboration between the two rdqimer vorld-wide. It is btcominq the topic of 
academic inquiry and is widely reported by the media, includinq those of Israel and 
South Africa. 

4. The Movement of Non-Aligned Count r ion, the Orqaniaat ion of Aft ican 
Unity (OAU), the League of Arab Statee, the Orqsnizstion of the Islamic Conference 
and many other governmental and non-governmental orqanizatione continue to expteea 

their concern at this qrovinq collaboration and have rtronqly condemned it. 

5. In his mteeagt to the Special Committee on the observance of the International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial Diecrinination on 21 March 1985, Prime Minister 
Robert Muqabe of Zimbabwe stated: 

“This evil crime (apartheid) is not, of course, confined to the Atrican 
cant inent. Indeed, the doctrine of aionim is at! danqerous and racist in 
concept aa apartheid and ia 81 much the real cause of conflict within the 
Middle Eaet ae apartheid itself is the central cauue of conflict and tenafon 
within South APrica and in the entire reqion itself. 

“Not h inq dtmonflt rates, or more clearly provte, the affinity bttveon 
zioniem and apartheid than the undeniable, ever-growing level of political, 
military and economic co-operation between the Boer8 and the Zionists - a 
truly unholy alliance indeed. 

“Juet a8 in South Africa tkte can and will be no real movement toward8 
peace and stability until thore vho have it in their power to brinq Peace 
accept that apartheid itralt must be eliminated, 80 most those same people 
realize that no laeting peace will come to the Middle EaElt until the doctrine 
of Zionism ie abandoned and until mOaninqtUlr sincere dialogue beqina between 
all partierr inv0lve4 in the conflict. 

“Hacial diecrimination is indeed a ecourqe and a moet danqtroue one at 
that, but unlike dietast or drought or famine - these being the calamities of 
nature - gcourqee such aa apartheid and zionism art avoidable btcauet they art 
man-made and are brought about deliberately Snd consciously by man. 
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“Of course, the Bcers and Zlonieta have no intention of abarxloninq their 
cherished but 80 totally diecredited philorophier of racial superiority. NO, 

we cannot expect that of them for they are far too bigoted and too blind to 
mee the tragic folly of thei way8. l 

6. The Declaration adapted by tha Special Committee on the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre ntaterr 

“14. The Special Committee , notinq the universal importance of 21 March 
81 the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Dircrimination, 
reiterates that racism negate0 all the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nat ionm, Lo a crime aqainrt hums.nity and a threat to world peace and security, 
and appeals to all Governments and orqanizationr to rtrenqthen their rupport 
of the struggle aqainet all fOrm8 of racimn, includinq apartheid and zionirm. 

I 
. . . 

“16. The Special Committee condemns the military, nuclear, political, 
economic and cultural co-operation between the Zionimt rdqime and the South 
African apartheid r6qine. The active collaboration between the two r&iner 
has increased apartheid South Africa’s aqqreseion and destabilization in the 
whole of southern Africa.” 

7. The General Assembly, at its thirty-ninth aemsion, once again condemned the 
collaboration between Irrael and South Africa and adopted reeolution 39/72 C of 
13 December 1984, which states in its operative parts 

“The General Assembly, 

” 
. . . 

“1. Commenda the Special Comlnittec aqainrt Apartheid for publicizinq the 
qrowinq relations between Ioraol and South Africa and promoting public 
awareneem of the grave dangers of the alliance between Israel and South 
Africa; 

‘2. Again mtronqly condemna the continuinq and increasing collaboration 
of Israel with the raciet r6qime of South Africa, especially in the military 
and nuclear f ieldsi 

“3. Demands that Ierael desist from and terminate all forms of 
collaboration with South Africa forthwith, particularly in the military and 
nuclear fields, and abide scrupulously by the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Councilt 

“4. Calls upon all Governments and orqanizationa to exert their 
influence to persuade Israel to desist f corn such collaboration and ahide by 
the rcsolut ione of the Gentral Assembly; 

-5. Requests the Sptcial Committee to continue to puhlicize, aa widely 
aa poasiblt, information on tht relations between Iarael and South Africa1 
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“6. Roauert@ thm Secretary-Conoral to rondor, throuqh tha Dapartwnt ot 
Public InCorratlon and the Centre l qainrt Apartheid of the Secretariat, all 
pm@ible armirtanco to the Special Comnitteo in dirreninatinp information 
rolatinq to the aallaboration betwmn Imraal and South Afr icar 

“7. Furthor roquertr the Special Conaittao to keep the matter under 
conrtant rwirw and to report to the General Aarembly and the Security Council 
am appropriate.* 

8. The prement report 11 prepared in accordance with the above-mentioned 
romolut ion. 
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II. VISIT OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF SOUTH AFRICA 

9. Since 1977, when the then Prime Minister of South Africa John Vorster visited 
Israel, officials of the two countries have frequently exchanqcd visits. Thouqh 
these contacts are usually played down by the tvo nitlen, they reveal an identity ot 
interesta. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of South Africa visited Israel in 
November 1984 and held consultations with the Prime Minister and several workinq 
sessions with his Israeli counterpart. The talks were described hv both sides as 
useful and constructivej they covered a wide ranqc of issues that reflected qrowtnq 
political, military, economic and cultural relations. The talks also underlined 
the importance oE the role of the Jewish community in South Africa. 

10. The South African Foreiqn Minister reviewed with the Israeli Foreiqn Minister 
the relation of the rdqime with the neiqhbourinq African States and the Israeli 
Forciqn Minister informed him about the situation in Lebanon and other developments 
in the Middle East. A/ Due to the clandestine nature of some of their dealinqs ant1 
the international condemnation of this alliance, Israel and South Africa have 
always concealed the extent of their relationship and particularly their nuclear 
and military collaboration. However, in spite of the virtual black-out on their 
military and nuclear collaboration and the lack of details on their indirect trade, 
the informat ion available, includinq reports by the media, indicates a qrowinq 
collaboration between the two countries. 
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III. NUCLEAR COLLABORATION 

11. Nuclear collaboration between Israel and South Africa has hren widely reported 
since 1977 when South Africa was spotted preparinq a site for a nuclear test i:~ the 
Kalahari desert. i/ 

12. According to reports of the United States Defenee Intelliqence Aqency (DIA), 
the Israelis have been co-operatinq with South Africa since the 1970s and are now 
involved in its nuclear-power plants in order to help the South African rdqime 
develop the technical expertise necessary for nuclear weapons. The Special 
Committee has been follouinq up developments related to the reported nuclear 
explosion in the South Atlantic in 1979. Israel and South Africa were renorted 
actually to have detonated a low-yield atomic bomb. v 

13. In a report entitled “The Septemher 22, 1979 mystery flash: did South Africa 
detonate a nuclear bomb?” issued on 21 May 1985 by the Washinqton Office on Africa 
Educational Fund, further evidence is provided indicatinq that Israel and South 
Africa tested a nuclear bomb on 22 September 1979 in the South Atlantic. This 
orqanization was able to obtain information from the United States Naval Research 
Laboratory (NRL) under the United States Freedom of Information Act indicatinq “the 
NRL’s firm conclusion that a nuclear explosion had, indeed, occurfed”. These data 
include results from measurements ahowinq a hiqh level of radioactivity in the 
thyroids of Auetralian aheep 8-n after the reported flash of 22 September. These 
data, as well as the Atmospheric Administration meteoroloqical data and l,adiation 
testing, indicate that wind and weather currents could have taken fall-out from a 
nuclear teet on 22 September 1979 in the South Atlantic to the area in Australia 
where the sheep were located. The report also indicates thrt DIA and the Los 
Alamoe Nuclear Laboratory, as well a8 individuals in the Department of State, 
concurred with NRL in determininq that a nuclear bomb had been detonated. It also 
refers to the reported Central Intelliqcnce Aqency (CIA) statements that a nuclear 
bomb had been exploded in a joint South African-Israeli test. Columnist 
Jack Andereon went to the extent of statinq that “the United States had prior 
knowledqe that South Africa and Israel would explode a small nuclear device in the 
fall of 1979, an investigation we have conducted over the last five years 
indicates”. $/ He confirmed that both CIA and DIA were certain that the Ve,a 
satellite had indeed detected a nuclear blast. 

14. The United States and international media reported the release of 
the above-ment ioned report. The Guardian, London, The New York Times, 
The Washington Post and Reuter, Johannesburg, carried the news of the report and 
the press conference when it was released. The Village Voice stated that the 
former Adminietration of President Jimmy Carter had decided to cover up becaust?, 
had it been known that Israel had the bomb, it would have destroved the Camp David 
accords, put preeeure on the President to cut military aid and thus hurt the 
President in his re-election campaiqn. I/ 
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IV. MILITARY COLLABORATION 

15. The Special Committee ha8, for se*reral years, been warninq the international 
community about the qrowinq extent and the danqerous constauences of the military 
collaboration between Israel and South Africa. In addition to the supply of arms 
and ammunition and becominq a conduit for arms aupplita to South Africa, Ierael has 
been involved in the devtlopmtnt of South Africa’s arms industry. 

16. Accordinq to a memorandum released by the Britieh Anti-Apartheid Movement on 
11 July 1985, Israel played an important role in providing South Africa with arme. 
In the Old Bailey case that involved some 31 shipments of components of machine 

guns, as well as F’N rifles, to South Africa, these shipments were flown to South 
Africa via Ieratl or Switzerland. The memorandum also reveals that the Scorpion 
missile produced by South Africa is a version of the Israeli Gabriel. 

17. It was reported that althouqh accurate statistics were hard to come by, it 
aoptartd that South Africa had been the ltadinq purchaser of arme from Inratl, 
acquiring a(Y much as 35 ptr cent of Israeli arms exports in recent years. Israeli 
sales to South Africa have included qunboata and Gabriel missiles. q 

18. It was reported that with initial help from Israel, South.Africa had taken the 
first mOve towards tnhancinq its naval capability by converting a commercial 
19,000-ton tanker into a forward base ship with a fliqht deck and hangar for 
helicopters as well as anti-aircraft qune and extra accommodation for up to 

500 mtn. I/ 

19. It was reported that South Africa was tryinq to recruit enqineers and 

technicians from Israel. A number of Israeli professionals were qoinq ta South 
Africa 20 look for work ate Israel’s defence industry was sufferinq from a 
recession. The Ieraeli shipyards had built a number of missile hosts, an area into 
which the South African ship lndustry had hequn to expand in recent ycare. There 
are many similarities between the military aspects of the two shipyards and Israeli 
shipyard enqineere, technicians and shipbuilders could contribute a great deal to 
the South African industry. a/ 

20. The collahorat ion between Israel and South Africa is not limited to 
recruitment of enqinetre and technicians but includes exchanqe of visits and 
expertise in the military and nuclear fields as well as participation by soldiers 
from each country in the military exercises and traininq. It was reported that 
Israel encouraqed South African Jews to travel to Israel and to serve in the 
military for a month each year. Accordinq to Mr. MiRhik Reinitz of the VOlUntttr 
for Israel Council, in two years more than 3,500 South Africans aqed 22 to 60 had 

travelled to Israel and they had proven to he a waluahle asset to the Israeli 
Defence Force. z/ 
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V. ECONOMIC COLLABORATION 

21. Israeli-South African economic co-operation has been incrcasinq. It wat3 
reported that bilateral trade between Israel and South Africa reached a record 
R 280 million in the first 11 months of 1984, with the likelihood that it could be 
hiqher once the fiqures for December were revealed. E/ The fiquree for trade 
hetween Israel and South Africa do not ueually include oil, arms ealee and gold, 
nor for dlamonde, which are marketed indirectly. 

22. The qrowinq trade between the two countries is alro helping to increase 
investment. It was reported that South African investment in Ierael is increaainq 
in spite of the economic crisis facinq the latter. There are a variety of South 
African companies involved in trade between Israel and South Africa. 
Anqlo-American and Gencor supply coal and Mondi supplies much of Israel’s paper. 
Iecor, which was reported before as a joint venture, represents the success Of 
efforts by the two countries to encourage trade and investment. Other examples of 
co-operation between the two countries are Unicorn Lines in shipping and South 
Atlantic Corporation in fishinq. Cape Gate, a South African company with asset8 
exceedinq $200 million, has been conductinq business in Israel for more than 
10 years and held $25 million in assets In Israel. Cape Gate signed an aqreemcnt 
with an Israeli commercial bank to establish the Diecount 8ank Investment 
Corporation to stimulate inveetment in Israel. ll/ - 

23. The Director-General of Finance of South Africa, Dr. Joop de Loor, announced 
that South African exports to Israel would expand in view of the new proposals 
suhmitted to expand the line8 of credit to Israel. South Africa has heen qivinq 
credit to Tnrael for three years and these proposals aim at expandinq it. Dr. Loor 
vieited Israel at the beqinninq of the year to neqotiate bilateral trade 
aqreements. ilc stated that that visit had opened a trade trianqle with Israel and 
the United States of America. He said the United States Government qave favourable 
treatment to qoods with 25 per cent Israeli content. He added that one of the 

proposals was to import unfinished qoode from South Africa, then re-export them to 
the United States of America when they had been completed. He also stated that 
South Africa and Iarael were working on a three-way packaqe deal for tourist8 that 
would allow Americans to visit Israel via South Africa. 12/ - 

24. The role of South Africa in asaietinq Israel to face its economic Crisis 

reflects an increasinq political, military, economic and cultural co-operation 
between the two rhqimes. Accordinq to a ntatement hy Mr. Joe Hallie, Chairman of 
the South Africa-Israel Chamber of Commerce, there should he even greater efforts 
to increase South African exports to Israel. He expected that South Africa would 
play an important role in revivinq the Israeli econnmy. In the mean time, it wou 
acquire a good opportunity to take advantage of favourable exchanqe rates to 
increase its role in the Israeli market. 13/ - 

Id 
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VT. COLLASORATION WITH THE BANTUSTANS 

25. Israel is considered one of the few countriee that maintains political, 
military, economic and cultural relatione with the hantustsna. 

26. It has been reported that Iatacl was involved in Tranekci, Ciskei, Venda and 
Bophuthatswana. Tel Aviv is the 8eat of a “commercial mission of Ciskei”. The 
so-ca 1 led “President” Lennox Sebe of Ciekei visited Israel several times in the 
last Few years. z/ During a visit in November 1984, The Jerusalem Post Maqatinc 
puhlished his picture rcviewinq Ciekei student pilots at Herzlya airfield in 
Israel. The maqazint said that, accordinq to Ciskci officials, the pilots are 
learninq to fly crop-spraying planee. The maqazine wao. sceptical about this claim 
and indicated that the owner of the school, aleo known a8 a supplier of militarv 
equipment, is under indictment in the United States for his Ciakei links. It may 
he recalled it was reported that these student8 art training as air force 
pilots. 15/ - 

27. It was also reported that during the visit there was a ceremony twinninq 
Ariel, an Israeli colony in the West Bank, with Bisho, the capital of Ciekei. e/ 

28. The hantustan of Bophuthamwana was reported to have set up an office and 
raised its flaq in Tel 4viv although Israeli officials denied that this could ha 
construed as recoqnition and claimed that Israel did not recoqnize bantuetans. lJ 

29. On 26 July 1984, the eo-called “Prtmident” Stbt of Cibkti opened the first of 
six Israeli factor it8 due to be set up in Ciskti. This indicate6 the qrowinq 
economic tits between Israel ana the bantuatans. lJ 

30. The qcowinq relationehip between Ciskti and other bantuetane and the Israeli 
business coranunity repreeente an exploitation of these poverty-etricktn 
hantustans. According to the Daily News (Durban), “high-flying ealeemcn, mainly 
from Israel, art eellinq President Stbe an international airport among other 
thinqs . . . includinq the salt of a fleet of helicopters”. The purpose of these 
sales is to exploit Ciskei and to strengthen the rtiqn of terror of these 
chiefs. 19/ -. 
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VII. ACADEMIC, CULTURAL, 8F’ORTB AND OTWR cOLLABORATXON 

31. Cultural ralations between Israel and louth Afciua reflect the 8fCinitY 
between the ideolaqier of the tuo r(9imts as well aa their qrouinq collaboration in 
the political, economic, military and other Cieldr. 

32. In the register of stntortainere, actorm and othera rho have Performed in 
apartheid South Atrice publirhed by the Spatial ComBittee in December 1984, tha 
names of 24 Istaelie are lieted. 

33. In April 1985, ttm popular Israeli sinqer Yardene Arari visited 8outh Africa 
to ocqanizc a celebration on the occarion of Imrael~m thirty-reventh anni\nr@@rY Of 
independence. 10/ 

34. The Mayor ot Tel Aviv paid an official virit to 8outh Africa in April 1905. 
He was the quest of the south African Rxeiqn Minirter and the Zionirt ?ecleration 
of South Africa. 21/ 

35. Professor Ben0 Rothenberg, Director at tha Ierarli Inmtituto of Mining and 
Metale of Tel Aviv, toured 8outh African univereitioe in Fobturry 1965. 12/ 

36. The Associate@ of bouth Africe at Elm Gurion University uete reported to be 
very active in promoting co-operation between the two countrior. kcordinq to the 
Associate Aasietant-Director, Mirm Beau Lunin, “we beliovc that 8outh Africa and 
Israel have many rimilar needr and there ir a groat deal that tha Wo cxmnttiar can 
learn from each other”. They have been Znvolvad in encham)e of visit@ and other 
form6 of scientific and cultural co-operation. 23/ 

37. Israel has been concentrating on tourirr am an irportrnt source of foreign 
exchanqe. South Africa ir one of the ma)or target% for the Israeli tourism 
author itics. South African traffic to ?c;ael increaeed 30 per cent to 12,000 in 
the first six nonthr of 1984 compared with 1983. fi/ 

38. An reqardr eprtm, Irraeli otficialr and athletes Coating internationel 
retaliation hove been tryinq to conceal their aporting contactr. It was reported 
that South African Jew in Israel were turioum at the tevolation that 200 bouth 
Africans would be participating in the Meccabiah, the Jewish world qamee to be held 
in Israel later this year, because of the fear of much reteliation aqainat the 
participation of South Africa in theae gamer. 
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VIII. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIDNS 

39. The Special Committee exprcrscs ita deep concern at the increaming and 
continuing collaboration between Inracl and South Africa, and in particular their 
close military and nuclear co-operation, which constitutcc a dcf iance of the United 
Nations and a threat to pcacc and recurity not only in southern Africa and the 
Middle East but also in the world at large. 

40. The Special Committee condemns this diabolical alliance between Israel and 
South Africa and calls for concerted international action againat it. 

41. The Special Committee recommend8 to the General Asccmbly that there should bc 
cloeer co-operation between the Department of Public Information and the Centre 
against &arthcid to disseminate information on thic collaboration. 

42. The Special Committee also rccommnds that the General Asecmhly urge all 
States arid, in particular, Wcatcrn States, not to extend any accCotancc that 
enhances the collaboration between those r6gimce. 

43. The Special Committee intends to continue in its ctforte to l xpocc the 
collaboration between Ierae; and South Africa and in mobillzing world public 
opinion aqainat such collaboration. 
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