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The meeting was c a l l e d to order a t 10.30 a.m. 

( a ) REVIEW OF UNHCR PROGRAMMES FINANCED BY VOLUNTARY FUNDS IN 1989-1990 AND 
ADOPTION OF A REVISED 1990 BUDGET AND PROPOSED PROGRAMMES AND BUDGET 
FOR 1991 

(b) STATUS OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND OVERALL FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 1990 
AND 1991 

( c ) ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT (agenda item 5) (A/AC.96/751, p a r t s I to V, 
and A/AC.96/751/Add.l, p a r t I , A/AC.96/752, A/AC.96/753, A/AC.96/754 and 
A/AC.96/759) 

1. Mr. STAFFORD (Deputy High Commissioner), i n t r o d u c i n g agenda item 5, 
l i s t e d the doctmients to be considered under the item and s a i d t h a t the budgets 
being submitted were t i g h t and t h a t such a s t a t e of a f f a i r s would have i t s 
e f f e c t on the refugee s i t u a t i o n . The f i n a n c i a l t a r g e t s f o r 1990 and 1991 
would not enable a l l needs to be met, because they had been based on a 
p r o j e c t i o n of expected r e s o u r c e s . L i k e a nvunber of d e l e g a t i o n s , he, too, was 
concerned about the r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l amount of funds a l l o c a t e d to durable 
s o l u t i o n s . 

2. For over a y e a r , the E x e c u t i v e Committee and UNHCR had been e s s e n t i a l l y 
preoccupied w i t h improving the O f f i c e ' s f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n and w i t h a l t e r i n g 
i t s s t r u c t u r e , and they had achieved some s u c c e s s . While e f f o r t s i n tha t 
d i r e c t i o n would be continued, the time had come to r e f o c u s on responding to 
the e x p e c t a t i o n s of those t h a t i t was UNHCR's m i s s i o n to a s s i s t , namely 
refu g e e s . UNHCR could not a l l o w i t s e l f to remain i n e r t i n the f a c e of a 
changed p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e , but should take advantage of the r e a d i n e s s of 
S t a t e s to use the machinery of the United Nations. 

3. I t was i r o n i c t h a t , a t the v e r y moment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r durable s o l u t i o n s 
were a t hand, UNHCR was encountering s e v e r e f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . He would 
remind the Committee t h a t , to complete i t s 1990 programme, UNHCR s t i l l needed 
$60 m i l l i o n . I t was thus c r u c i a l t h a t members should do a l l they could to 
provide the O f f i c e w i t h the a d d i t i o n a l fvinds which would enable i t to f u l f i l 
i t s mandate up to the end of the y e a r . As to ques t i o n s of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and 
management, UNHCR had reached a c r o s s r o a d s and, t h a t although much had been 
accomplished, much remained to be done. The support of the E x e c u t i v e Committee 
would be e s s e n t i a l i n c a r r y i n g out tha t t a s k . 

4. Mr. MARKIDES (Observer f o r Cyprus) pointed out t h a t the 200,000 C y p r i o t s 
who had been f o r c e d to abandon t h e i r homes and property f o l l o w i n g the 1974 
i n v a s i o n had the same needs as refugees i n the s t r i c t sense of the word. 
The funds generously made a v a i l a b l e to UNHCR f o r i t s Cyprus programme 
(A/AC.96/751, p a r t V) were being used to promote p r o j e c t s b e n e f i t i n g both 
communities, and to improve the ge n e r a l l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s of the refug e e s , 
who, a f t e r 16 y e a r s of e x i l e , s t i l l had a burning d e s i r e to r e t u r n to t h e i r 
homes. 
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5. The population of Cyprus c o n s i s t e d of 82 per cent Greek C y p r i o t s 
and 18 per cent T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s . He noted t h a t the pr o p o r t i o n of funds 
a l l o c a t e d by UNHCR to T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s was i n ex c e s s of t h e i r r a t i o to the 
i s l a n d ' s t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n . For the Government of Cyprus, which was concerned 
to promote u n i t y r a t h e r than d i v i s i o n , the b e s t s o l u t i o n to the refugee 
problem was v o l u n t a r y r e p a t r i a t i o n under c o n d i t i o n s of s a f e t y , and, once 
the s i t u a t i o n had re t u r n e d to normal, most d i s p l a c e d persons would i n a l l 
l i k e l i h o o d choose to r e t u r n home. The refugee q u e s t i o n should a l s o be 
considered from the p o l i t i c a l p oint of view, as recognized by the 
High Commissioner from the moment he had taken o f f i c e . The problem of 
Cyprus could only be s o l v e d through n e g o t i a t i o n , w i t h r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s 
and fundamental freedoms, and on the b a s i s of United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s , 
h i g h - l e v e l agreements, and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the other s i d e 
had done nothing but f o s t e r d i v i s i o n , thus b l o c k i n g the way to any p o s s i b l e 
s o l u t i o n . L a s t l y , h i s country stood ready to co-operate c l o s e l y w i t h the 
Regional D i r e c t o r f o r South-West A s i a , the Middle E a s t and North A f r i c a . 

6. Mr. MORLAND (United Kingdom) commended UNHCR f o r t a k i n g i n t o account the 
recommendations of the Temporary Working Group, n o t a b l y by concluding an 
agreement w i t h the World Food Programme on food t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o s t s , an 
agreement which_had a l r e a d y r e s u l t e d i n sa v i n g s i n the 1990 budget and should 
make f o r f u r t h e r s a v i n g s i n the 1991 budget. The agreement was evidence of 
the advantages to be d e r i v e d from co-operation w i t h o t h e r a g e n c i e s . The Gulf 
c r i s i s a f f o r d e d a good example of the way i n which United Nations a g e n c i e s 
and other a g e n c i e s could co-operate i n v e r y d i f f i c u l t c i r c u m s t a n c e s without 
t r e s p a s s i n g on each o t h e r ' s mandates. 

7. He a l s o welcomed the e f f o r t s by UNHCR to b r i n g s t a f f numbers down to the 
1986 l e v e l . D e s p i t e the d i f f i c u l t d e c i s i o n s t h a t p o l i c y had i n v o l v e d , the 
longer term b e n e f i t s should i n c l u d e an i n c r e a s e i n the pr o p o r t i o n of r e s o u r c e s 
c h a n n e l l e d to d i r e c t refugee a s s i s t a n c e . P a r t i c u l a r l y g r a t i f y i n g were UNHCR's 
e f f o r t s , i n Europe and elsewhere, to i d e n t i f y s a v i n g s t h a t could be made 
through b e t t e r use of r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s , e f f o r t s t h a t were a fundamental p a r t 
of the O f f i c e ' s planning a c t i v i t i e s . I n the new s t r u c t u r e , e v a l u a t i o n had 
r i g h t l y been strengthened, and i t s independence guaranteed by c r e a t i n g a 
d i r e c t l i n k between the E v a l u a t i o n Unit and the High Commissioner's O f f i c e . 
I t was to be hoped t h a t the recommendations made as a r e s u l t of the e v a l u a t i o n 
e x e r c i s e would be a p p l i e d more w i d e l y i n the UNHCR system as a whole. 

8. A l s o commendable were the new procedures to respond to emergency 
s i t u a t i o n s : they should ensure not only t h a t a s s i s t a n c e was provided as 
r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e , but a l s o a t the lowest p o s s i b l e c o s t . Due to l a c k of 
time, the Temporary Working Group had not d e a l t w i t h important f i n a n c i a l 
q u e s t i o n s , n o t a b l y UNHCR's funding mechanisms. He thus welcomed the re c e n t 
d e c i s i o n to appoint e x t e r n a l c o n s u l t a n t s to make recommendations f o r improving 
those mechanisms, and to seek the views of donors through t h e i r Geneva m i s s i o n s 
as w e l l as through the Sub-Committee on A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and F i n a n c i a l Matters. 
How to improve p r e d i c t a b i l i t y of r e s o u r c e s should be one of the key concerns 
of the c o n s u l t a n t s , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n awaited t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s w i t h i n t e r e s t . 
The United Kingdom, f o r i t s p a r t , would, as i n the p a s t , s t r i v e to make an 
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e a r l i e r and more a c c u r a t e e s t i m a t e of the l i k e l y amount of i t s annual 
c o n t r i b u t i o n . However, g r e a t e r p r e d i c t a b i l i t y could not i n i t s e l f guarantee 
t h a t UNHCR would have s u f f i c i e n t r e s o u r c e s to be a b l e to c a r r y out i t s t a s k . 
Both t r a d i t i o n a l donors and host c o u n t r i e s had done t h e i r utmost to come to 
the a i d of an e v e r - I n c r e a s i n g number of ref u g e e s , but the r e were s t i l l too 
many S t a t e s which d i d not see i t as t h e i r duty to pay any c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
UNHCR's programmes. I t was to be hoped t h a t the events of the past few weeks 
would encourage them to r e c o n s i d e r t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 

9. A l l would agree t h a t 1990 had been an extremely d i f f i c u l t y e a r f o r UNHCR. 
However, by adapting i t s programmes to the l e v e l of r e s o u r c e s i t could 
reasonably expect to r e c e i v e , and by endeavouring to reduce a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
c o s t s , the O f f i c e was en s u r i n g t h a t i t would be i n a b e t t e r p o s i t i o n to respond 
to f u t u r e appeals f o r a s s i s t a n c e . The p r i n c i p a l aim i n 1990 had been to 
balance the budget, and tha t had been a c h i e v e d , although the problem had y e t 
to be s o l v e d as f a r as the l a s t three months of the year were concerned. 

10. UNHCR was to be co n g r a t u l a t e d on the improvements i t had made i n the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n and r e g u l a r i t y of i t s f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t s ; the new format meant 
tha t they were now e a s i e r to c o n s u l t . 

11. The i n i t i a l budget e s t i m a t e s f o r the 1991 General Programme showed a drop 
of $16 m i l l i o n i n comparison w i t h 1990. However, t h a t decrease had now been 
almost e n t i r e l y c a n c e l l e d out by the L i b e r i a n c r i s i s . The programme r e s e r v e 
had been s l i g h t l y i n c r e a s e d , which gave a c e r t a i n degree of f l e x i b i l i t y to the 
new programme, and though the r e s e r v e was s m a l l , i t was a ste p i n the r i g h t 
d i r e c t i o n . 

12. Although the f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s had not y e t been overcome, the High 
Commissioner and h i s s t a f f had taken s t e p s which should f u r t h e r Improve the 
s i t u a t i o n i n y e a r s to come, and should ensure that the O f f i c e was w e l l p l a c e d 
to respond to the c h a l l e n g e s of the 1990s. 

13. Mr. EL KHATIM (Observer f o r Sudan) s a i d t h a t document A/AC.96/751 ( p a r t I ) 
contained some e r r o r s i n the f i g u r e s r e l a t i n g to the Sudan. I n f a c t , the t o t a l 
number of refugees i n the Sudan was not 768,000 ( p a r a . 1.17.1), but 950,000, 
and the refugees being a s s i s t e d by UNHCR numbered 234,000 and not 377,000. 
Those e r r o r s could have s e r i o u s consequences, i n t h a t i t was impossible to 
operate p r o p e r l y t a r g e t e d programmes on the b a s i s of f a l s e d a t a . I n a d d i t i o n , 
as had been a l r e a d y s t a t e d by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Sudan a t the Committee's 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n i n May, UNHCR's a s s i s t a n c e programmes f o r 1990 met 
only 9.6 per cent of the b a s i c needs of re f u g e e s . A m i s s i o n sent by the 
Or g a n i z a t i o n of A f r i c a n U n i t y (OAU) which had v i s i t e d a Sudanese r e c e p t i o n 
c e n t r e i n September had found t h a t the refu g e e s ' l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s were 
a p p a l l i n g , and t h a t the p l i g h t of c h i l d r e n was p a r t i c u l a r l y t r a g i c . I t now 
seemed t h a t a l l o c a t i o n s f o r 1991 would be even lower than those of 1990. 
Sudan, which was a l r e a d y s u f f e r i n g from major economic problems and from 
endemic drought, would not be a b l e to continue to a s s i s t those r e f u g e e s , and 
i t u r g e n t l y requested UNHCR and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l community to take a c t i o n i n 
order to avoid a r e p e t i t i o n of the t r a g e d i e s of 1984 and 1985. 
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14. Mr. EL GHALI BENHIMA (Morocco) s a i d t h a t a compromise p e r m i t t i n g a durable 
s o l u t i o n to UNHCR's f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s could be a c h i e v e d , provided t h r e e b a s i c 
c o n d i t i o n s were met: a p o l i c y of a u s t e r i t y a t a l l l e v e l s , a broadening of 
UNHCR's r e s o u r c e base, and adequate a t t e n t i o n to refugee concerns by meeting 
b a s i c needs. A s s i s t a n c e should not be allowed to become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d to 
the detriment of durable s o l u t i o n s , and volxmtary r e p a t r i a t i o n was the 
p r e f e r r e d s o l u t i o n . P r i o r i t y a s s i s t a n c e should go to the most v u l n e r a b l e 
refugee groups, n o t a b l y women, c h i l d r e n and the e l d e r l y . I n a d d i t i o n , any 
i n i t i a t i v e s to promote s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y were to be encouraged, smd h i s country 
welcomed UNHCR's new approach, which sought to s t r i k e a b a l a n c e between 
a v a i l a b l e r e s o u r c e s and refugee needs. The numerous programme reviews i n 
re c e n t months showed t h a t the O f f i c e was honouring i t s commitment to maintain 
t h a t b a l a n c e . 

15. Where cir c u m s t a n c e s were favo u r a b l e to l o c a l i n t e g r a t i o n , development a i d 
o f f e r e d an e f f e c t i v e s o l u t i o n f o r some c a t e g o r i e s of r e f u g e e s . As f a r as 
p o s s i b l e , development p r o j e c t s should be i n t e g r a t e d i n t o n a t i o n a l p l a n s . I t 
was a l s o important t h a t the refugee burden worldwide should be shared, and 
the e f f o r t s made i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n by a number of development agen c i e s were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y worthy of a t t e n t i o n . 

16. I n h i s i n t r o d u c t o r y statement, the High Commissioner had welcomed the 
f a c t t h a t the problem of the Western Sahara now seemed to be n e a r i n g a 
s o l u t i o n , and Morocco, f o r i t s p a r t , hoped t h a t t h a t s o l u t i o n would not 
be long i n coming. He would point out, however, t h a t h i s d e l e g a t i o n had 
always d i s p u t e d the suggested f i g u r e of 165,000 Saharan r e f u g e e s . He a l s o 
d i sputed t h e i r o r i g i n , s i n c e the ntunber of persons g e n u i n e l y o r i g i n a t i n g from 
the Western Sahara r e g i o n r e p r e s e n t e d only a s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n of the t o t a l 
p o p ulation of the s e t t l e m e n t camps. I t should be remembered i n t h a t connection 
t h a t t h a t exaggerated f i g u r e had not been i n c l u d e d i n the United Nations Peace 
P l a n , which r e f e r r e d to data s u p p l i e d by the 1974 Spanish census, data which 
had been used by the United Nations I d e n t i f i c a t i o n and Census Commission as a 
b a s i s f o r the referendum. 

17. L a s t l y , h i s d e l e g a t i o n had taken note of the f i n a n c i a l t a r g e t f o r 1991 
and supported the budget proposals as amended by the High Conanissioner. 

18. Mr. MEJIA (Observer f o r Honduras), speaking on b e h a l f of the c o u n t r i e s 
of C e n t r a l America, s a i d t h a t the follow-up o p e r a t i o n to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference on C e n t r a l American Refugees (CIREFCA) had been one of UNHCR's 
g r e a t e s t s u c c e s s e s . I n t h a t connection he would l i k e to thank Mr. Dannenbring, 
who, as Chairman of the E x e c u t i v e Committee, had made every e f f o r t to support 
the work of the L a t i n American Group. 

19. However, a number of important problems s t i l l had to be s o l v e d . Although 
moves were being made towards peace, the process of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n i n the 
region was not y e t complete, and i n some c o u n t r i e s , the socio-economic 
s i t u a t i o n gave cause f o r gr e a t concern. Both f o r UNHCR and f o r the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the p r i o r i t y need was to 
stre n g t h e n l i n k s through which the Conference's i n i t i a t i v e s could form p a r t 
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of n a t i o n a l development e f f o r t s . Only by t h a t means could r e p a t r i a t i o n and 
r e i n t e g r a t i o n endeavours a c h i e v e s u c c e s s . As the High Commissioner had 
pointed out i n h i s opening statement, the s u c c e s s of the Conference was 
c l o s e l y t i e d i n w i t h the f u r t h e r a n c e of peace and development i n the r e g i o n . 
For t h a t reason, the c o u n t r i e s of C e n t r a l America u r g e n t l y requested 
Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s a l i k e 
to continue to support implementation of the Concerted P l a n of A c t i o n . I n 
c o n c l u s i o n , he wished to thank the High Commissioner and h i s s t a f f , who had 
worked u n t i r i n g l y to put the O f f i c e ' s chosen p o l i c i e s i n t o p r a c t i c e . 

20. Mr. SIMINGTON ( A u s t r a l i a ) commended the High Commissioner f o r h i s 
commitment i n the scrupulous and balanced implementation of a l l elements of 
the comprehensive P l a n of A c t i o n . The document before the Committee c l e a r l y 
showed t h a t g r e a t progress had been made i n c e r t a i n a r e a s , n o t a b l y w i t h regard 
to persons w i t h genuine refugee s t a t u s . For example, the r e s e t t l e m e n t of 
refugees i n camps i n South-East A s i a was ahead of s c h e d u l e . A u s t r a l i a had 
played an important r o l e i n t h a t p r o c e s s , s i n c e i t had a l r e a d y considered the 
c a s e s of 80 per cent of the t o t a l number of refugees i t had o f f e r e d to r e c e i v e . 
N o r m a l i z a t i o n of emigration from V i e t Nam under the O r d e r l y Departure Programme 
was a l s o proceeding w e l l , and under t h a t programme, too, A u s t r a l i a had taken 
i n l a r g e numbers of r e f u g e e s . 

21. However, the Comprehensive Pla n of A c t i o n depended f o r i t s s u c c e s s on the 
r e p a t r i a t i o n of persons who d i d not meet the agreed c r i t e r i a f o r the g r a n t i n g 
of refugee s t a t u s . The s i t v i a t i o n of Vietnamese asylum-seekers i n t h a t 
category had reached an impasse, which was endangering the whole p r i n c i p l e of 
p r o t e c t i o n . The Comprehensive P l a n of A c t i o n was v e r y c l e a r on t h a t p o i n t : 
the r e t u r n of those who d i d not come w i t h i n the d e f i n i t i o n of a refugee was 
i n e v i t a b l e , and l a c k of consensus on the timing and m o d a l i t i e s of r e p a t r i a t i o n 
was merely a g g r a v a t i n g the s i t u a t i o n . 

22. I t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t the i n h a b i t a n t s of the camps should a c c e p t t h a t 
they had to r e t u r n home. There were, i n f a c t , few v o l u n t e e r s f o r r e p a t r i a t i o n 
and i t had to be s a i d t h a t a number of f a c t o r s combined to discourage p o s s i b l e 
c a n d i d a t e s : p r e s s u r e from r e l a t i v e s a t home, or rumours c i r c u l a t i n g i n the 
camps which discouraged v o l u n t e e r s by implying t h a t e v e n t u a l l y the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community would open up i t s borders more f r e e l y to 
asylum-seekers. 

23. The i n h a b i t a n t s of the camps had to be t o l d c l e a r l y and u n e q u i v o c a l l y 
t h a t , f o r those found not to be r e f u g e e s , r e t u r n was i n e v i t a b l e and there was 
no prospect of r e l a x a t i o n of r e s t r i c t i o n s on agreed s e t t l e m e n t i n t h i r d 
c o u n t r i e s . They should be brought to understand t h a t i t was f u t i l e to i n s i s t 
on remaining i n the camps, and they should not be encouraged to c h e r i s h f a l s e 
hopes. I n t h a t connection, c o u n s e l l i n g s e r v i c e s i n the camps should be 
improved, and A u s t r a l i a was prepared to a s s i s t i n t h a t e f f o r t . 

24. Mr. GARBA ( N i g e r i a ) s a i d t h a t the p a s t year had brought out the b e s t i n 
UNHCR, which had s u c c e s s f u l l y s t r e a m l i n e d i t s s t r u c t u r e and a c t i v i t i e s to 
b r i n g them more i n l i n e w i t h i t s l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s . However, i t had to be 
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admitted t h a t i n f u t u r e the O f f i c e would need a b e t t e r funding mechanism, 
s i n c e the u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y of i t s income had r e p e r c u s s i o n s both on the 
refugees themselves and on asylian c o u n t r i e s and o f t e n meant t h a t p r o j e c t s 
which would have l e d to durable s o l u t i o n s had to be abandoned. 

25. Among the v a r i o u s options proposed to remedy the s i t u a t i o n was the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of seekin g p r i v a t e sources of funding. F or t h a t purpose, UNHCR 
would u t i l i z e the s e r v i c e s of communications and marketing p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
experienced i n p r i v a t e f u n d - r a i s i n g . His d e l e g a t i o n i n v i t e d donors to support 
that i n i t i a t i v e , which would have the advantage of e n l a r g i n g the l i m i t e d 
c i r c l e of t r a d i t i o n a l donors, thereby reducing the f i n a n c i a l burden they were 
now b e a r i n g . 

26. His d e l e g a t i o n wished to draw a t t e n t i o n to the exemplary co-operation 
between UNDP and UNHCR i n a c t i v i t i e s i n i t i a t e d under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference on C e n t r a l American Refugees (CIREFCA), co-operation t h a t should 
serve as a model f o r i n t e r - a g e n c y a c t i o n i n l i n e w i t h the E x e c u t i v e 
Committee's d e c i s i o n on the s h a r i n g of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r o p e r a t i o n a l 
a c t i v i t i e s . C o - o r d i n a t i o n between d i f f e r e n t organs of the United Nations 
system made i t p o s s i b l e not only to share expenses, but a l s o to take advantage 
of the t e c h n i c a l s k i l l s of each of the p a r t n e r s ; hence the importance of the 
s e c t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h i n t e r - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l co-operation i n the new s e c r e t a r i a t 
s t r u c t u r e . 

27. N i g e r i a supported the proposal to s e t up a Contingency Fund, which would 
give UNHCR more f l e x i b i l i t y i n responding to emergency s i t u a t i o n s , and i t 
hoped t h a t the as s u r a n c e s given by the O f f i c e t h a t i t would r e p o r t a n n u a l l y on 
the use of the S p e c i a l Accoiint would s a t i s f y the concern expressed by some 
d e l e g a t i o n s . 

28. The d e c i s i o n s taken to s t r e a m l i n e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and make budgetary cu t s 
had put UNHCR and the E x e c u t i v e Committee on the r i g h t road. A l l t h a t was 
needed now was the p o l i t i c a l w i l l to put them i n t o e f f e c t . 

29. Mr. DEMIRALP (Turkey) s a i d he p r o t e s t e d a t the e x p l o i t a t i o n of the p l i g h t 
of d i s p l a c e d persons i n Cyprus f o r p o l i t i c a l purposes. Such a manoeuvre was 
an attempt to d i s t o r t the f a c t s , and should be s t r o n g l y opposed i n a l l forums, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a humanitarian forum such as the UNHCR E x e c u t i v e Committee. He 
would l i k e to give an account of the o r i g i n s and development of the s i t u a t i o n 
regarding d i s p l a c e d persons i n Cyprus, a s i t u a t i o n which should be taken I n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the implementation of himianitarian a s s i s t a n c e programmes. 

30. I n 1958, even before the i s l a n d had acceded to independence, again 
i n 1963 and as l a t e as 1974, d e s p i t e the presence of the United Nations 
peace-keeping f o r c e i n Cyprus, T u r k i s h C y p r i o t v i l l a g e s and urban a r e a s had 
been a t t a c k e d and i n some c a s e s destroyed. T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s had been 
d i s p e r s e d i n over 40 e n c l a v e s t h a t were i n a l l p a r t s of the i s l a n d but covered 
only 3 per cent of i t s t e r r i t o r y . A f t e r the coup d'état of 1974, both T u r k i s h 
and Greek C y p r i o t s had been o b l i g e d to seek refuge i n s a f e r a r e a s . The 
p e r s i s t e n t l y h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e of one s i d e had meant th a t the only p o s s i b l e 
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s o l u t i o n was to d i v i d e the two populations i n t o two s e p a r a t e zones. P a r t i t i o n 
had been decided on by common agreement i n 1975 i n Vienna, paving the way f o r 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n of a two-zone f e d e r a l system. Both communities had s u f f e r e d 
g r e a t h a r d s h i p s , but the population i n the n o r t h was more i n need of 
humanitarian a i d than t h a t i n the south. I n f a c t , s i n c e 1975, the T u r k i s h 
C y p r i o t people, determined to defend t h e i r freedom, s e c u r i t y and d i g n i t y , had 
s u f f e r e d from numerous r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed by the opposing s i d e i n the 
economic and c u l t u r a l f i e l d . As f a r as the population of the south were 
concerned, they were the only group of d i s p l a c e d persons i n the world who 
enjoyed a per c a p i t a GNP of $8,000 a y e a r . I t would appear t h a t h o l d i n g on to 
persons s t i l l not p r o p e r l y r e s e t t l e d or r e i n t e g r a t e d was d e l i b e r a t e p o l i c y on 
the p a r t of the opposing s i d e , which hoped to r e t a k e the n o r t h of the i s l a n d 
and r e - e s t a b l i s h the s i t u a t i o n t h a t had e x i s t e d b e f o r e 1974. 

31. United Nations S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 649 had made p r o v i s i o n f o r the 
s e t t i n g up of a two-zone, two-community f e d e r a t i o n . I l l - d i s g u i s e d attempts 
were being made to o v e r t u r n the two-zone p r i n c i p l e by e x p l o i t i n g the p l i g h t of 
d i s p l a c e d persons. Those r e c e i v i n g UNHCR's a s s i s t a n c e on the i s l a n d could i n 
no way be c o n s i d e r e d as r e f u g e e s . The High Commissioner's r o l e i n Cyprus was 
confined to c o - o r d i n a t i n g United Nations humanitarian a s s i s t a n c e to both 
communities. Turkey hoped th a t t h a t programme would continue to be 
implemented, but w i t h the emphasis on T u r k i s h C y p r i o t e . 

32. Mr. KELLY (United S t a t e s of America) s a i d he would l i k e to comment on the 
recommendations made by the Board of A u d i t o r s , which were i n l i n e w i t h some of 
the recommendations of the Committee's Temporary Working Group, on how to 
ensure b e t t e r use of e x i s t i n g r e s o u r c e s and to m o b i l i z e new r e s o u r c e s . 

33. His d e l e g a t i o n s t r o n g l y supported the recommendations contained i n 
paragraph 5 (b) and ( e ) of the Board's r e p o r t (A/AC.96/755); the f i r s t was 
t h a t the use of fvinds c h a n n e l l e d through UNHCR as simple t r a n s f e r s to t h i r d 
p a r t i e s should be monitored, and t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e expenses i n c u r r e d 
should be recovered; the second was t h a t r e p o r t i n g and pajonent procedures f o r 
cash-for-food c o n t r i b u t i o n s should be s t r e a m l i n e d , and t h a t reimbursement by 
donors f o r food purchases and r e l a t e d c o s t s should be a c c e l e r a t e d . Those two 
recommendations should s e r v e to i n c r e a s e UNHCR's r e s o u r c e s . As to the 
recommendation i n paragraph 5 ( c ) , the A u d i t o r s r i g h t l y pointed out t h a t UNHCR 
ought to i n d i c a t e i n i t s f i n a n c i a l statements the volxmie and e s t i m a t e d v a l u e 
of food a i d , which formed such an important component of i t s programme. I n 
c a s e s where s e v e r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the United Nations system were i n c u r r i n g 
s u b s t a n t i a l expenditure on a p a r t i c u l a r programme a c t i v i t y , the t o t a l c o s t 
should be r e f l e c t e d i n the f i n a n c i a l statements, so t h a t Member S t a t e s could 
determine how the l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e should be a l l o c a t e d throughout 
the system. 

34. The recommendation i n paragraph 5 ( d ) , concerning s t a f f r o t a t i o n p o l i c y , 
was designed to reduce the frequency, and hence the c o s t , of s t a f f 
reassignments; h i s d e l e g a t i o n was i n agreement on t h a t p o i n t , provided t h a t 
the v a r y i n g degree of h a r d s h i p e x i s t i n g a t d i f f e r e n t duty s t a t i o n s was taken 
i n t o account. The recommendation i n paragraph 5 ( f ) c a l l e d f o r e f f e c t i v e 
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arrangements f o r monitoring funds a d m i n i s t e r e d by implementing a g e n c i e s . He 
f u l l y supported t h a t recommendation, which would go f a r i n f e r r e t i n g out waste 
and i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n the management of r e s o u r c e s . 

35. I n c o n c l u s i o n , he wished to make two comments regarding funding. His 
de l e g a t i o n would support an i n c r e a s e i n the r e g u l a r budget, provided zero r e a l 
growth budgeting was r e s p e c t e d . Secondly, i t hoped t h a t i n se e k i n g a mechanism 
to improve funding f l e x i b i l i t y , c o n s i d e r a t i o n would be given to the need to 
maintain the Emergency Fund a t an adequate l e v e l , s i n c e t h a t F\md was v e r y 
u s e f u l to UNHCR i n responding to emergency s i t u a t i o n s . 

36. Mr. MARTIUS (Germany) commended UNHCR f o r keeping the r e v i s e d 1990 budget 
w i t h i n the l i m i t s e t by the E x e c u t i v e Committee a t i t s e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n 
i n May. However, the funding s h o r t f a l l i n g e n e r a l programmes c a l l e d f o r 
continued budgetary d i s c i p l i n e and f o r em undiminishing donor support. His 
de l e g a t i o n could accept the 1991 General Progranmee t a r g e t of $345.5 m i l l i o n . 
I f t h a t t a r g e t was to be met, great e f f o r t s would have to be made to r a i s e 
funds from donors. I n a d d i t i o n , UNHCR should take every opportunity to make 
s a v i n g s , n o t a b l y on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e expenditure. I n tha t a r e a , Germany was 
ready to a s s i s t through i t s m u l t i l a t e r a l co-operation programme. 

37. I n 1989, Germany's c o n t r i b u t i o n to UNHCR t r u s t fxmd p r o j e c t s had reached 
n e a r l y 8 m i l l i o n marks. For the f i n a n c i a l y e a r 1990, the i n d i c a t i v e planning 
f i g u r e had f a l l e n to 6.35 m i l l i o n marks. I f t h a t s i t u a t i o n was to be 
improved, progress would need to be made i n thr e e main a r e a s : p r o j e c t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and plan n i n g , e f f e c t i v e n e s s i n p r o j e c t implementation, and 
f i n a n c i a l management. 

38. Germany was ready to provide about 1 m i l l i o n marks over a t h r e e - y e a r 
period i n t o a p r o j e c t planning and p r e p a r a t i o n t r u s t fund, to enable the 
T e c h n i c a l Support S e r v i c e to r e c r u i t e x p e r t s i n p r o j e c t planning and 
p r e p a r a t i o n , i n p a r t i c u l a r f o r income-generating a c t i v i t i e s and n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e management. As f a r as implementation was concerned, h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
was concerned t h a t the Transport Operation f o r Refugees p r o j e c t i n E t h i o p i a 
had come to a h a l t , and recommended t h a t agency heads both i n UNHCR £uid i n WFP 
should take s t e p s to continue the p r o j e c t . 

39. The f i n a n c i a l management of t r u s t fund co-operation p r o j e c t s i n which 
Germany was t a k i n g p a r t posed s e r i o u s problems. The progress r e p o r t s and 
f i n a n c i a l statements which were provided f o r i n the p r o j e c t agreements were 
being submitted v e r y l a t e , and they o f t e n l e f t much to be d e s i r e d . 

40. I n 1987, a food s e c u r i t y p r o j e c t f o r E a s t e r n Sudan, f i n a n c e d by a s p e c i a l 
t r u s t fund, had been launched j o i n t l y w i t h UNHCR. That p r o j e c t had been 
h a l t e d , and an unspent b a l a n c e of $2.7 m i l l i o n had remained a v a i l a b l e f o r two 
y e a r s . I t had been made c l e a r a t s e v e r a l review meetings t h a t a number of 
"food f o r work" a c t i v i t i e s would need to be undertaken, more p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
s e c t o r s such as t r a n s p o r t , road maintenance, warehouse c o n s t r u c t i o n , water and 
f o r e s t r y , to use up the remaining funds. However, nothing had been done to 
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gi v e e f f e c t to those p r o p o s a l s , d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t the c u r r e n t f i n a n c i a l 
c r i s i s had meant t h a t c u t s had had to be made i n a number of s i m i l a r 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

4 1 . Another f i n a n c i a l management problem l a y i n the use of i n t e r e s t accrued 
from t r u s t funds. He r e i t e r a t e d h i s appeal t h a t UNHCR's f i n a n c i a l d i v i s i o n 
should work out an a c c e p t a b l e s o l u t i o n , i n l i n e w i t h e x i s t i n g t r u s t fund 
arrangements. The German Government was f i n a n c i a l l y accountable to Parliament 
and could not a l l o w the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n to continue much longer. I n f u t u r e , 
i n any c o - o p e r a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s w i t h UNHCR f i n a n c e d by t r u s t fimds, Germany 
would i n s i s t on proper p r o j e c t planning and on e f f e c t i v e implementation and 
f i n a n c i a l management. I t had noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t the T e c h n i c a l 
Support S e r v i c e was p r e p a r i n g a p r o j e c t planning and f e a s i b i l i t y study i n the 
water s e c t o r i n Malawi. I t s i n c e r e l y hoped t h a t t h a t p r o j e c t would s e r v e as a 
model f o r i t s f u t u r e co-operation w i t h UNHCR. 

42. His d e l e g a t i o n had c a r e f u l l y s t u d i e d the r e p o r t of the Board of Auditors 
(A/AC.96/755) and the r e p o r t of the Advisory Committee on A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 
Budgetary Questions (A/AC.96/756) and i t supported t h e i r recommendations. I t 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned about UNHCR's c u r r e n t funding and expenditure 
mechanism. I t f u l l y shared the A u d i t o r s ' view t h a t UNHCR's a b i l i t y to respond 
to growing needs was s e r i o u s l y r e s t r i c t e d by the l a c k of mechanisms f o r t i m e l y 
and guaranteed funding. The question could not be l e f t pending any longer. 
On the c o n t r a r y , a thorough review should be made of c u r r e n t procedures so 
t h a t UNHCR could be given a l l the f l e x i b i l i t y i t needed to respond to new 
emergency s i t u a t i o n s . His d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r e was s t i l l room f o r 
improvement, even w i t h i n the e x i s t i n g framework. I t was p l e a s e d to note t h a t 
the Sub-Committee intended to meet on a more r e g u l a r b a s i s and to take up any 
work l e f t u n f i n i s h e d by the Temporary Working Group. 

43. Mr. SAFAEI ( I s l a m i c R e p u b l i c of I r a n ) welcomed the new D i r e c t o r of the 
Regional O f f i c e f o r South-West A s i a , the Middle E a s t and North A f r i c a . His 
country would l i k e to thank the outgoing d i r e c t o r f o r h i s e f f o r t s to promote 
co-operation i n the r e g i o n , and hoped t h a t t h a t co-operation would continue. 

44. Mrs. RUESTA DE FURTER (Venezuela) noted t h a t the Deputy High Conmissioner, 
when i n t r o d u c i n g agenda item 5, had not i n c l u d e d the docianent e n t i t l e d "UNHCR 
p o l i c y on refugee women" (A/AC.96/754) among the documents to be c o n s i d e r e d 
under item 5 ( c ) . Nor was any mention made of t h a t docviment i n the annotated 
agenda; she wondered whether an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and management p o l i c y designed 
to change accepted a t t i t u d e s and h a b i t s should not be i n c l u d e d under agenda 
item 5 ( c ) . 

45. Mr. STAFFORD (Deputy High Commissioner) s a i d t h a t the omission was the 
r e s u l t of an o v e r s i g h t . The document i n q u e s t i o n had been c a r e f u l l y 
c o n s i d e r e d both by the Sub-Conmiittee of the Whole on I n t e r n a t i o n a l P r o t e c t i o n 
and by the Sub-Committee on A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and Budgetary M a t t e r s , but i t 
should a l s o have been i n c l u d e d among the documents to be c o n s i d e r e d under 
agenda item 5 ( c ) i n the p l e n a r y meeting. 
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46. Mr. IDOYAGA (Observer f o r Uruguay) s a i d he f u l l y endorsed the statement 
by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Honduras on b e h a l f of the L a t i n American Group 
regarding the follow-up process to CIREFCA. The Government of Uruguay 
e n t i r e l y supported t h a t process and welcomed the f a c t t h a t the High 
Commissioner had made p a r t i c u l a r mention of i t and c i t e d i t a s an example f o r 
other regions of the world. I n refugee a s s i s t a n c e a c t i v i t i e s , the CIREFCA 
process stood out by i t s p o l i c y of co-operation not onl y w i t h UNHCR, but a l s o 
w i t h UNDP and other United Nations a g e n c i e s , w i t h a view to a r r i v i n g a t 
durable and wide-ranging s o l u t i o n s . He had been f a v o u r a b l y impressed by the 
f a c t t h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of c o u n t r i e s as f a r d i s t a n t a s I n d i a and Japan had 
a l s o r e f e r r e d to CIREFCA, and t h a t Japan had even announced a c o n t r i b u t i o n of 
$1 m i l l i o n i n support of follow-up progrananes. For the moment, however, as 
had been pointed out by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Honduras, the r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
process i n L a t i n America was s t i l l incomplete and i t was Important t h a t 
e f f o r t s to t h a t end should be continued. At i t s l a t e s t meeting, h e l d i n 
Tegucigalpa on 18 September, the CIREFCA follow-up committee had made a number 
of recononendations. Uruguay supported those recommendations, n o t a b l y those 
contained i n chapter 8, i n which the Follow-up Committee appealed to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to lend i t s support to UNHCR and UNDP through the 
j o i n t UNHCR/UNDP CIREFCA follow-up programme. He urged t h a t such support 
should not simply be p o l i t i c a l and moral, but should a l s o be economic. 

47. Mr. MARKIDES (Observer f o r C y p r u s ) , r e f e r r i n g to the statement made by 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Turkey, s a i d i t was an attempt to p o l i t i c i z e the UNHCR 
E x e c u t i v e Committee and to conceal the s e r i o u s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s borne by 
Turkey, which had c r e a t e d , and was now prolonging, the reftigee problem i n 
Cyprus. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Turkey was merely r e h a s h i n g T u r k i s h propaganda, 
which had a l r e a d y been r e f u t e d on a number of o c c a s i o n s . Rather than answer 
those a s s e r t i o n s , he would r e f e r the T u r k i s h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to the r e p o r t s of 
the United Nations S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , which spoke f o r thranselves. The T u r k i s h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e seemed to have f o r g o t t e n t h a t i t was the T u r k i s h army which had 
e v i c t e d , by f o r c e of arms, 200,000 Greek C y p r i o t s - i n ot h e r words, 
80 per cent of the population of the occupied zone - from t h e i r a n c e s t r a l 
homes and taken away t h e i r p roperty, and i t was t h a t same army which s t i l l 
prevented them from r e t u r n i n g , i n co n t r a v e n t i o n of United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s 
and of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. I t was Turkey's army which had imposed d i v i s i o n and 
s e p a r a t i o n on Cyprus and continued to mai n t a i n them, a t a time when, elsewhere 
i n Europe, b a r r i e r s were coming down. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , N i c o s i a was today the 
only d i v i d e d c a p i t a l i n Europe. I t was absurd to c l a i m t h a t Cyprus wished to 
keep i t s refugees f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s . I n h i s statement, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of Turkey had d i s t o r t e d the f a c t s as w e l l as the v e r d i c t of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, as expressed i n United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s and i n r e p o r t s of the 
Co u n c i l of Europe's Commission on Himoan R i g h t s , a l l of which had found Turkey 
g u i l t y of gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s w i t h regard to Cyprus. I t was 
Turkey which, i n 1974, had invaded and occupied Cyprus i n d e f i a n c e of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, and which s t i l l h e l d more than 40 per cent of C y p r i o t 
t e r r i t o r y under m i l i t a r y occupation. 

48. I n an e f f o r t to promote the p a r t i t i o n of Cyprus, the T u r k i s h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had r e f e r r e d to "the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t people". He wished to 



A/AC.96/SR.459 
page 12 

remind him t h a t the C y p r i o t people were i n f a c t one people, 82 per cent of 
which comprised the Greek C y p r i o t community and 18 per cent the T u r k i s h 
C y p r i o t community. To r e f e r to the " T u r k i s h C y p r i o t people" was tantamount to 
a d e n i a l of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, the C h a r t e r of the United Nations and r e c e n t 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s , more p a r t i c u l a r l y r e s o l u t i o n 649 ( 1 9 9 0 ) , which 
r e j e c t e d any such c l a i m s , and to which Ankara h y p o c r i t i c a l l y p a i d 
l l p - s e r - v l c e . He wondered whether Turkey was r e a l l y prepared to Implement the 
mandatory r e s o l u t i o n s of the United Nations S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l w i t h regard to 
Cyprus, r e s o l u t i o n s which u n t i l now i t had c o n s i s t e n t l y and f l a g r a n t l y 
v i o l a t e d . 

49. Mr. DEMIRALP ( T u r k e y ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of r e p l y , s a i d 
t h a t one of the aims of the coup d'état by the Greeks i n 1974 had been to 
s t r i k e a t the d e f e n c e l e s s T u r k i s h population s c a t t e r e d throughout the I s l a n d . 
Turkey had then i n t e r v e n e d , i n conformity w i t h the law and i n conformity w i t h 
i t s o b l i g a t i o n under the 1960 T r e a t y of Guarantee, to p r o t e c t T u r k i s h C y p r i o t e 
and to p r e s e r v e the I s l a n d ' s Independence. However, he would a v o i d engaging 
i n p o l i t i c a l debate and would keep to humanitarian I s s u e s . 

50. There were i n Cyprus two d i f f e r e n t populations s e p a r a t e d by language, 
t r a d i t i o n s , c u l t u r e and e t h n i c o r i g i n . There was no C y p r i o t n a t i o n . 
I t was the Greek C y p r l o t s themselves who had s a i d a t the time t h a t the 
1960 Agreement, which recognized Cyprus's Independence, had c r e a t e d a S t a t e , 
but not a n a t i o n . Two populations had always c o e x i s t e d i n Cyprus w i t h i n a 
dual s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e . The p h y s i c a l s e p a r a t i o n of the two was the f a u l t of 
the Greek C y p r l o t s , who had laimched an a l l - o u t a t t a c k a g a i n s t the T u r k i s h 
C y p r l o t s i n 1963. The "green l i n e " i n N i c o s i a had been drawn on the map to 
p r o t e c t T u r k i s h C y p r i o t e a g a i n s t the v i o l e n c e and a g g r e s s i o n of Greek 
C y p r l o t s . A f t e r the 1974 coup d'état, the a t t i t u d e of the Greek C y p r l o t s , 
which had been the i n i t i a l cause of the d i v i s i o n , had l e f t no o t h e r course 
than to regroup Cyprus's two populations i n t o two s e p a r a t e zones. The 
agreement on the v o l u n t a r y exchange of p o p u l a t i o n s , signed i n Vienna i n 1975, 
had served as a b a s i s f o r the f o u r - p o i n t g u i d e l i n e s on which the l e a d e r s of 
the two s i d e s had agreed on 12 Febrtiary 1977, and which envisaged the 
s e t t i n g - u p of a two-connnunity, two-zone. Independent f e d e r a l r e p u b l i c . Those 
p r i n c i p l e s had been reconfirmed by S e c u r i t y Cotmcll r e s o l u t i o n 649 ( 1 9 9 0 ) . I t 
was thus abundantly c l e a r t h a t any s o l u t i o n to the C y p r i o t q u e s t i o n would be a 
b i - z o n a l s o l u t i o n . 

51. To judge by the statement t h a t the E x e c u t i v e Committee had j u s t heard, i t 
was e q u a l l y c l e a r t h a t the question of d i s p l a c e d persons was a l s o being 
e x p l o i t e d by the Greek C y p r i o t s i d e so as to break down b i t by b i t the agreed 
b a s i s , namely the concept of a b i - z o n a l f e d e r a l S t a t e . At the moment, the 
T u r k i s h C y p r l o t s were l i v i n g i n the n o r t h of the I s l a n d , whereas the major 
p a r t of the Greek C y p r i o t population l i v e d i n i t s own a r e a , the south. The 
r e t u r n of d i s p l a c e d persons to t h e i r former homes would not only be 
u n r e a l i s t i c , i n view of the v o l u n t a r y exchange of populations t h a t had taken 
p l a c e , i t would a l s o be inhvunan, because the persons i n q u e s t i o n were now 
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r e s e t t l e d . I f there were any f u r t h e r p o i n t s to d i s c u s s , they should be 
d i s c u s s e d by the two p a r t i e s themselves, on the i s l a n d , w i t h a view to 
reac h i n g o v e r a l l agreement on the C y p r i o t problem. 

52. Mr. MARKIDES (Observer f o r Cyprus) pointed out t h a t the T u r k i s h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had completely ignored the e x i s t e n c e of the mandatory 
r e s o l u t i o n s of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and had f a i l e d to r e p l y to the question 
j u s t asked, namely, whether Turkey was prepared to comply w i t h the S e c u r i t y 
C o u n c i l ' s mandatory d e c i s i o n s concerning Cyprus. 

53. Mr. DEMIRALF ( T u r k e y ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of r e p l y , 
pointed out t h a t the e x i s t e n c e of an agreement concerning the v o l u n t a r y 
exchange of popul a t i o n s - an agreement which had a l r e a d y been implemented -
had once a g a i n been ignored. That agreement had paved the way f o r the 
two-zone concept, a concept which had been reconfirmed by S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 649 (19 9 0 ) . The only p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n i n p r a c t i c e was f o r the two 
populations of Cyprus to c o e x i s t s i d e by s i d e , s i n c e the p o l i c i e s of 
oppression pursued by the Greek C y p r i o t s had made l i v i n g together i m p o s s i b l e . 
I n view of the v o l u n t a r y n a t u r e of the exchange of p o p u l a t i o n s , and the 
two-zone s o l u t i o n envisaged f o r Cyprus, i t should be acknowledged t h a t 
fundamentally the question of d i s p l a c e d persons i n Cyprus was now r e s o l v e d . 
As matters now stood, i n Cyprus, " d i s p l a c e d " d i d not imply "misplaced". 
Humanitarian a s s i s t a n c e to the groups a f f e c t e d on both s i d e s should not take 
the form of a demand f o r the r e t u r n of d i s p l a c e d persons to the a r e a s i n which 
they had o r i g i n a l l y been s e t t l e d . Such a demand would be incompatible w i t h 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 649 (199 0 ) , which the Greek C y p r i o t s were now 
endeavouring to i n v a l i d a t e . His d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t the Greek C y p r i o t s 
would review t h e i r p o s i t i o n , and would r e s p e c t commitments they themselves had 
accepted, i n order to avoid imwanted gind i r r e v e r s i b l e s o l u t i o n s . 

54. Mr. HAIYLE (So m a l i a ) s a i d h i s d e l e g a t i o n had some comments to make on a 
question to which i t a t t a c h e d the g r e a t e s t importance, namely i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r o t e c t i o n of refugee women. I t approved i n i t s e n t i r e t y the r e p o r t of the 
Sub-Committee of the Whole on I n t e r n a t i o n a l P r o t e c t i o n (A/AC.96/758) which 
emphasized the paramount need to ensure f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n of refugee women i n 
the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of needs and r e s o u r c e s , the planning of a c t i v i t i e s , and 
t h e i r implemention ( p a r a . 7 ) . However, those p r i n c i p l e s were r a r e l y put i n t o 
p r a c t i c e , a t l e a s t where refugee women i n Somalia were concerned. Yet almost 
the world over, i t was refugee women who bore the h e a v i e s t burden, d e s p i t e the 
f a c t t h a t they r e p r e s e n t e d the most v u l n e r a b l e group. His d e l e g a t i o n 
t h e r e f o r e appealed to a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s to pay p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n to t h a t problem, because refugee women i n Somalia were l e a d i n g a 
wretched e x i s t e n c e . 

55. Mr. KASTBERG (Sweden), speaking on b e h a l f of the Nordic c o u n t r i e s , s a i d 
t h a t the d e l e g a t i o n s he rep r e s e n t e d had a l r e a d y expressed t h e i r views i n 
d e t a i l on the ques t i o n s covered by agenda item 5 i n meetings of the 
Sub-Committee on A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and Budgetary M a t t e r s . The progress a c h i e v e d 
i n a s h o r t time had been c o n s i d e r a b l e , as pointed out by a l l the previous 
s p e a k e r s . The same pace should be kept up i n the s t r e a m l i n i n g and 
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r e s t r u c t u r i n g p r o c e s s , and i n any other measures which the High Conanissioner 
might decide to take . I t would probably be some time be f o r e the process could 
be completed. The High Commissioner and h i s s t a f f c ould count on the f u l l 
support of the d e l e g a t i o n s of the Nordic c o u n t r i e s i n the t a s k ahead. 

56. Mr. MOLLARD (Commission of the European Commimities) s a i d the Commission 
viewed i t s m i s s i o n to promote humanitarian s o l i d a r i t y a s a st a n d i n g p r i o r i t y . 
That approach had i t s o r i g i n s i n the v e r y foimdations of the European 
Commimity and i t s h i s t o r y i n modem times. I t a l s o stemmed from the l i n k s the 
Community had forged w i t h peoples throughout the world. A c c o r d i n g l y , the 
Commimity could not stsmd a l o o f from the humanitariem c r i s i s t h a t was now 
tak i n g p l a c e . The a i d i t was g i v i n g to refugees and d i s p l a c e d persons was 
channelled p r i m a r i l y through UNHCR, but a l s o through WFP, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The 
Community's s o l i d a r i t y formed p r a c t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n i n emergency a i d , food a i d 
through WFP, and a i d to refugee r e i n t e g r a t i o n and s e l f - r e l i a n c e , i n other 
words a s s i s t a n c e i n the s e a r c h f o r durable s o l u t i o n s . I n 1989, the Community 
had undertaken to i n c r e a s e i t s d i r e c t a i d to UNHCR provided t h a t the p r o j e c t s 
funded were i n l i n e w i t h i t s own o b j e c t i v e s and p o l i c i e s . Thus, a t the 
beginning of October 1990, the Community's d i r e c t c o n t r i b u t i o n s to UNHCR had 
stood a t 426.15 m i l l i o n ecus, or j u s t under $60 m i l l i o n . That t o t a l should be 
i n c r e a s e d by the food a i d to refugees c h a n n e l l e d through WFP, which would 
amount, t r a n s p o r t i n c l u d e d , to over 21 m i l l i o n ecus, or some $27 m i l l i o n . 

57. Between now and the end of the y e a r , the European Community a l s o planned 
to take a c t i o n to a s s i s t refugees i n South-East A s i a , p a r t i c u l a r l y the boat 
people. There was need not only f o r s w i f t emergency response but a l s o f o r an 
a t t a c k on the root causes of the exoduses t h a t were a f f e c t i n g v a s t numbers of 
men, women and c h i l d r e n . I t was w i t h t h a t end i n view t h a t the Commission had 
launched i t s i n i t i a t i v e to a s s i s t the boat people, and i t s e f f o r t s i n C e n t r a l 
America and A f r i c a pursued the same o b j e c t i v e . 

58. Mr. SZYNALSki (World Food Programme) s a i d he r e a l i z e d t h a t members of the 
Committee were a l r e a d y f a m i l i a r w i t h the co-operation agreements between UNHCR 
and WFP w i t h regard to r e l i e f a s s i s t a n c e f o r r e f u g e e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , to 
i l l u s t r a t e the i n t e n s i t y of t h a t c o l l a b o r a t i o n , WFP had prepared an 
information document (EC/SC/2/1990/CRP.2), which d e s c r i b e d the s a l i e n t 
f e a t u r e s of t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p as i t had evolved over the p a s t 12 months. 
There was a l s o c o n t i n u i n g c o n t a c t between the Deputy High Commissioner and 
WFP's A s s i s t a n t E x e c u t i v e . D i r e c t o r . The High Commissioner and the E x e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o r of WFP a l s o met a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s , and working c o n t a c t s were on an 
almost d a i l y b a s i s . 

59. I t was easy to imderstand why the r e l a t i o n s h i p was so i n t e n s e : the 
volume of food a s s i s t a n c e to refugees i n 1989 had t o t a l l e d 1.2 m i l l i o n tonnes. 
I n 1990, food a i d provided j o i n t l y by UNHCR, WFP, b i l a t e r a l donors and 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s was l i k e l y to amount to some 1.3 m i l l i o n tonnes. 
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60. The World Food Programme had followed up w i t h v i g o u r i t s Governing Body's 
d e c i s i o n to transform long-term refugee a s s i s t a n c e programmes i n t o p r o t r a c t e d 
r e l i e f o p e r a t i o n s , w i t h s e p a r a t e funding arrangements from those governing 
emergency o p e r a t i o n s . Donors had given e x t e n s i v e support f o r the new 
procedures, as was evidenced by the conanitments e n t e r e d i n t o by the Progrsunme 
f o r 1990 and 1991, amounting to over $403 m i l l i o n . I t was expected t h a t by 
the time a l l p r o j e c t s f o r 1991 had been prepared, the t o t a l v a l u e of 
a s s i s t a n c e given by WFP i n the course of the bienniijm f o r p r o t r a c t e d refugee 
r e l i e f p r o j e c t s would exceed $500 m i l l i o n . That f i g u r e d i d not i n c l u d e 
a d d i t i o n a l funds of some $100 m i l l i o n f o r short-term refugee feeding 
o p e r a t i o n s . 

61. Much had been s a i d both i n the E x e c u t i v e Coiœnittee and i n the 
Sub-Committee on A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and F i n a n c i a l Matters about development 
a c t i v i t i e s i n favour of re f u g e e s . Of course, p r o t r a c t e d refugee r e l i e f 
o p e r a t i o n s i n c l u d e d development support whenever f e a s i b l e . I n g e n e r a l , 
WFP t r i e d to promote income-generating a c t i v i t i e s , but the scope of such 
a c t i v i t i e s was v e r y l i m i t e d . The d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered r e l a t e d p r i m a r i l y 
to funding, a v a i l a b i l i t y of la n d , and the f e a r t h a t such a c t i v i t i e s could lead 
to permanent s e t t l e m e n t of the refugees i n the host country. To overcome 
those problems, WFP's pl a n was to develop c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h other 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , both i n s i d e and ou t s i d e the United Nations system, and to b u i l d 
up an atmosphere of confidence w i t h l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . Food a i d was 
normally provided to refugees as p a r t of the r e p a t r i a t i o n and/or i n t e g r a t i o n 
package, as was the case i n WFP-supported refugee r e l i e f o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Somalia, A f g h a n i s t a n and Namibia, to c i t e only a few examples. 

62. I n programming food a s s i s t a n c e to re f u g e e s , WFP had always c o l l a b o r a t e d , 
w i t h UNHCR, both i n the f i e l d and a t headquarters l e v e l . However, i t should 
not be f o r g o t t e n t h a t a l l planning u l t i m a t e l y depended on the co-operation of 
donors: any f a i l u r e by one or more of them to honour d e a d l i n e s made i t 
n e c e s s a r y to r e s o r t to makeshift s o l u t i o n s which were not always 
s a t i s f a c t o r y . WFP had e s t a b l i s h e d e x c e l l e n t co-operation agreements w i t h most 
donors as w e l l as w i t h r e c i p i e n t governments, and i t was r a r e f o r c r i s e s not 
to be overcome. However, t h a t d i d not mean th a t a l l c r i s e s could i n v a r i a b l y 
be r e s o l v e d . Refugee f e e d i n g was a unique o p e r a t i o n i n the sense t h a t , u n l i k e 
other r e c i p i e n t s of food a i d , refugees r e l i e d almost e x c l u s i v e l y on e x t e r n a l 
a s s i s t a n c e , and hence breakdowns i n s u p p l i e s could not be t o l e r a t e d . 

63. I n the course of the past 12 months, much had been s a i d about 
i n t e r - a g e n c y co-operation as a means of h e l p i n g UNHCR to overcome i t s 
f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . WFP, f o r i t s p a r t , had i n c r e a s e d i t s support to 
ref u g e e s , not only as f a r as food s u p p l i e s were concerned but a l s o i n funding 
i n t e r n a l t r a n s p o r t , storage and handling c o s t s ( I T S H ) . ITSH c o s t s funded by 
WFP during 1990 and 1991 were expected to re a c h some $26 m i l l i o n (A/AC.96/756, 
para. 1 8 ) . ITSH c o s t s f o r refugee food, funded by donors through WFP between 
1 January 1988 and 30 September 1990 had amoimted to $27 m i l l i o n . Out of t h a t 
t o t a l , almost $12 m i l l i o n had been paid d i r e c t by WFP to t r a n s p o r t 
c o n t r a c t o r s . WFP would be co n t i n u i n g i t s e f f o r t s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 
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64. WFP had taken note of the conments by s e v e r a l members'of the Committee 
and the Sub-Committee c a l l i n g on i t to p l a y a g r e a t e r p a r t i n m o b i l i z i n g food 
r e s o u r c e s and meeting the c o s t s of food t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I t was expected t h a t 
the t a s k f o r c e document t h a t was to form the b a s i s of an understanding between 
the E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of WFP and the High Commissioner would be ready be f o r e 
the end of the y e a r , i n time f o r f i n a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s and d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h 
donors. I t was of course e s s e n t i a l f o r any agreement i n v o l v i n g a change i n 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w i t h regard to food r e l i e f to refugees to be f u l l y backed by 
the donors who provided funds to both o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The co n s t a n t i n c r e a s e i n 
the numbers of re f u g e e s , which was only p a r t l y o f f s e t by hopes of permanent 
s o l u t i o n s f o r some of the c u r r e n t c a s e l o a d s , gave cause f o r the g r e a t e s t 
concern, and i t would be c r u c i a l to a r r i v e a t a c l e a r lœderstanding w i t h 
donors on the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of each p a r t y . 

65. I n c o n c l u s i o n , he expressed the Programme's g r a t i t u d e to donors, refugee 
host c o u n t r i e s and UNHCR f o r the support and co-operation they had given i t i n 
f u l f i l l i n g i t s extremely d e l i c a t e t a s k namely the c h a n n e l l i n g of the bulk of 
the food a i d r e q u i r e d f o r the s u r v i v a l of r e f u g e e s . 

66. Mr. ACHE (Chairman, UNHCR S t a f f C o u n c i l ) s a i d t h a t , d e s p i t e the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of the dialogue between the High Commissioner emd the 
S t a f f C o u n c i l , the p r i o r i t y given to s t a f f retrenchment i n the course of the 
past year had hindered progress towards a s o l u t i o n of the s e r i o u s problems 
f a c i n g UNHCR s t a f f . The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n should a s a matter of urgency 
formulate and Implement a comprehensive approach to c a r e e r development, and 
should a l s o address the i s s u e of r e c o u r s e s , f o l l o w i n g the General S e r v i c e 
r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n e x e r c i s e c a r r i e d out at,Headquarters i n 1988. I t was 
r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t posts should have been r e c l a s s i f i e d without any c o n s u l t a t i o n 
w i t h an o r g a n i z a t i o n of comparable s t a t u s , and t h a t they should have been 
f i l l e d without having been a d v e r t i s e d , which was c o n t r a r y to the r e g u l a t i o n s . 
An e q u i t a b l e emd t r a n s p a r e n t r o t a t i o n p o l i c y should a l s o be adopted i n f i l l i n g 
p o s t s , i n c l u d i n g posts a t the h i g h e s t l e v e l . 

67. The C o u n c i l a l s o deplored the f a c t t h a t s t a f f had not been Informed of 
the s t e p s taken by the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n on the core/temporary c a t e g o r i z a t i o n 
i s s u e . I n t h a t connection, i t was important to d e a l w i t h the question of 
s t a f f i n the p r o j e c t personnel ( L ) category. A l l those problems, which had 
been o u t l i n e d i n the document submitted the prev i o u s week to the Sub-Committee 
on A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and F i n a n c i a l Matters had, u n f o r t i m a t e l y , not been given the 
a t t e n t i o n they deserved a t the c u r r e n t s e s s i o n . I t was to be hoped, however, 
t h a t the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n would take them i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n and would take the 
n e c e s s a r y measures. 

68. The f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s was having d i s a s t r o u s e f f e c t s on the morale and work 
of s t a f f members, p a r t i c u l a r l y those i n i s o l a t e d f i e l d o f f i c e s who were 
c o n s t a n t l y being urged to cut c o s t s , w i t h the r e s u l t t h a t t h e i r a b i l i t y to 
take a c t i o n was r e s t r i c t e d . E f f o r t s should t h e r e f o r e be made to make 
s u f f i c i e n t funds a v a i l a b l e f o r such s t a f f to do t h e i r j o b , namely, a i d i n g 
refugees who would otherwise have to endure even g r e a t e r s u f f e r i n g s . 
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69. S t a f f i n the General S e r v i c e and r e l a t e d c a t e g o r i e s made up more 
than 75 per cent of a l l UNHCR s t a f f . Many of them were doing remarkable work, 
and they bore heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s which were not r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r grades 
and c a t e g o r i e s . I t was t h e r e f o r e e s s e n t i a l f o r s t e p s to be taken to enhance 
t h e i r c a r e e r p r o s p e c t s and to reward t h e i r d e d i c a t i o n . The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
had r e c e n t l y decided to s e t up a group to study c o n d i t i o n s of s e r v i c e of 
General S e r v i c e s t a f f i n the United Nations S e c r e t a r i a t , and UNHCR would be 
w e l l a d v i s e d to do the same as a matter of urgency. 

70. The s i t u a t i o n of women i n UNHCR a l s o l e f t much to be d e s i r e d . I n the 
r e p o r t submitted to the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and to the S t a f f C o u n c i l , the permanent 
working group on the s u b j e c t had o u t l i n e d the methods needed to be taken to 
a t t a i n a more e q u i t a b l e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of female s t a f f i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
In p a r t i c u l a r , i t had recommended th a t the t a r g e t of 3 0 per cent women i n the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l and h i g h e r c a t e g o r i e s s e t by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l should be met 
as soon as p o s s i b l e , and t h a t the aim should be e v e n t u a l l y to a c h i e v e a 
minimum r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of 50 per cent i n a l l c a t e g o r i e s . The r e p o r t had not 
y e t been approved, but the S t a f f C o u n c i l would l i k e to express i t s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n to the High Commissioner f o r what had a l r e a d y been done i n t h a t 
a r e a . However, promotions would s t i l l not be s u f f i c i e n t to meet the 
30 per cent t a r g e t ; and f u r t h e r measures should be taken, on the understanding 
th a t competence was always the paramount c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

71. As to promotions i n g e n e r a l , the S t a f f C o u n c i l welcomed the s t e p s taken 
by the High Commissioner to s o l v e the problem e x p e d i t i o u s l y . Many s t a f f 
members had f i n a l l y been granted the promotions long due to them. Some 
i n e q u i t i e s had thus been r e d r e s s e d , but a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of c a s e s had 
s t i l l not been r e s o l v e d . The S t a f f C o u n c i l t h e r e f o r e urged the 
High Commissioner to do a l l he could to ensure t h a t a s a t i s f a c t o r y s o l u t i o n 
was found f o r a l l d e s e r v i n g c a s e s . 

72. On the q u e s t i o n of staff-management r e l a t i o n s , the S t a f f C o u n c i l welcomed 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the J o i n t Advisory Conmittee i n May 1990. The Conraittee 
had d e a l t mainly w i t h the q u e s t i o n of s t a f f retrenchment, and i t was s t i l l too 
e a r l y to judge i t s r e a l e f f e c t i v e n e s s . S t a f f and management should work i n 
p a r t n e r s h i p , w i t h the emphasis on commimication, c o n s u l t a t i o n and 
t r a n s p a r e n c y , and i t was to be hoped t h a t the dialogue would l e a d to concrete 
r e s u l t s . 

73. L a s t l y , the S t a f f C o i m c i l supported the High Commissioner's s i x - p i l l a r 
s t r a t e g y f o r r e s o l v i n g UNHCR's f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s . He appealed to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to make the n e c e s s a r y r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e to the 
High Commissioner to enable him to d i s c h a r g e h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
e f f e c t i v e l y . UNHCR s t a f f would do t h e i r utmost to enable the O f f i c e to c a r r y 
out i t s m i s s i o n , which was to a i d and p r o t e c t 15 m i l l i o n refugees world-wide. 
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ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY 
MATTERS (A/AC.96/759) 

74. The CHAIRMAN drew a t t e n t i o n to an e r r o r i n the penultimate l i n e of 
paragraph 54: the word " s t o r a g e " should be s u b s t i t u t e d f o r " s h i p p i n g " . 

75. The report of the Sub-Coimittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters 
yas adopted. 
ADOPTION OF THE DOCUMENT ENTITLED "UNHCR ACTIVITIES FINANCED BY VOLUNTARY 
FUNDS: REPORT FOR 1989-90 AND PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET FOR 1991" 
(A/AC.96/751 ( P a r t s I to V and Add.1) 

Pa r t I . A f r i c a 

76. Mr. BWAKIRA (Head of the Regional Bureau f o r A f r i c a ) , i n r e p l y to the 
question r a i s e d by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Sudan, s a i d t h a t although the f i g u r e 
quoted i n the r e p o r t f o r refugees i n Sudan might seem to be an underestimate, 
t h a t was because i t d i d not i n c l u d e spontaneously s e t t l e d r e f u g e e s . I n 
f u t u r e , persons i n t h a t category would be taken i n t o account i n the 
s t a t i s t i c s . With regard to refugees r e c e i v i n g UNHCR a s s i s t a n c e , the f i g u r e 
i n c l u d e d some 35,000 E t h i o p i a n s who were r e c e i v i n g i n d i r e c t a i d as a r e s u l t of 
improvements i n s e r v i c e s ( h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n , hygiene, e t c . ) . As f a r as 
a l l o c a t i o n s f o r 1991 were concerned, the que s t i o n had been d i s c u s s e d i n 
b i l a t e r a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s between UNHCR and the Sudanese d e l e g a t i o n , and a 
programming m i s s i o n would s h o r t l y be se n t to Sudan to i n v e s t i g a t e the 
s i t u a t i o n . 

77. As to the conanents made by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Germany, f u r t h e r to 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h the E t h i o p i a n Government, WFP and UNHCR had decided to send 
an independent m i s s i o n to E t h i o p i a to look i n t o l o g i s t i c a l refugee a s s i s t a n c e 
o p e r a t i o n s and to a d v i s e those concerned on the b e s t s o l u t i o n s . Concerning 
Germany's c o n t r i b u t i o n of $2.2 m i l l i o n , c o n s u l t a t i o n s would v e r y s h o r t l y be 
held w i t h the German Government to c o n s i d e r how i t could b e s t be u t i l i z e d . 

78. P a r t I of document A/AC.96/751 was adopted. 

Part I I . Asia and Oceania 

79. Mr. ANVAR (Head of the Regional Bureau f o r A s i a and O c e a n i a ) , i n r e p l y to 
the comments made by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of A u s t r a l i a , agreed t h a t e f f o r t s to 
f a c i l i t a t e the r e p a t r i a t i o n of Vietnamese refugees should be i n t e n s i f i e d . 
Admittedly, UNHCR's f i n g m c i a l c r i s i s was a s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e , but a nimiber of 
ways of overcoming i t were being c o n s i d e r e d . 

80. P a r t I I of document A/AC.96/751 was adopted. 

Part I I I . Europe and North America 

81. P a r t I I I of document A/AC.96/751 was adopted. 
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P a r t IV. L a t i n América and the Caribbean 

82. Mr. FRANCO (Head of the Regional Bureau f o r L a t i n America and the 
Caribbean) s a i d t h a t , although the refugee s i t u a t i o n i n South America showed a 
marked improvement, the p o l i t i c a l f r a g i l i t y of t h a t c o n t i n e n t and the economic 
and s o c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s i t faced meant th a t many problems s t i l l had to be 
s o l v e d . The r e t u r n of refugees gave r i s e to f u r t h e r problems, and UNHCR's 
e f f o r t s should be backed up by a s s i s t a n c e from other b o d i e s , such as UNDP and 
non-govertimental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , as w e l l as by b i l a t e r a l support. 

83. P a r t IV of document А/АП.96/751 was adopted. 

P a r t V. SQwth-West A s i a . North A f r i c a and the Middle East and overaU 
a l l o c a t i o n s 

84. Mr. MORJANE (Head of the Regional Bureau f o r South-West A s i a , 
North A f r i c a and the Middle E a s t ) , expressed the hope t h a t a p o l i t i c a l 
s e t t l e m e n t of the problems now being encountered i n the reg i o n would l e a d to 
durable s o l u t i o n s . 

85. P a r t V of document A/AÇ,96/751 was adopted. 

The meeting rose a t 1.05 p.m. 


