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AGENDA ITEM 27

Question of Namibia (continued):
(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation

with regard to the Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia;
(c) Report of the Sec-rp.tary.General

I. Mr. DOLGUCHITS (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic) (interpretation from Russian): The consid
eration of the question of Namibia at this session of the
General Assembly is taking place at a most important
time for the future of that country-a time when the
protracted, tenacious and just struggle of the Namibian
people, under the leadership of the South West Africa
People's Organization [S WAPOj, against colonial
racist oppression by the Pretoria regime has entered a
decisive phase.

2. The United Nations has repeatedly condemned the
racist South Africans for their continued illegal occupa
tion of the Territory of Namibia and for their pursuit of
their criminal policy of oppression and terror and the
persecution of the Namibian people, particularly of the
members of SWAPO, as well as for their acts ofaggres
sion against sovereign African States from bases
situated in Namibia, and for their arrogant disregard of
United Nations decisions with regard to the immediate
and unreserved decolonization of Namibia. The United

. Nations has quite correctly described the policy of col
onialist expansion and apartheid of the Pretoria regime
as a serious threat not only to African peoples but also
to international peace and security_

3. At the present time, the South African racists, with
the connivance of the major Western Powers members
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO],
have undertaken desperate efforts and have resorted to
all kinds of subterfuges and tricks to prevent the people
of Namibia from attaining self~determinationand inde
pendence. In addition, they are attempting to consoli
date the puppet neo-colonialist Tumhalle regime.
which they themselves installed.

Namibia and southern Rhodesia, and is trying to put
together, with the participation of those regimes, a
military-political bloc under its own aegis in order to
fight the African national liberation movements and the
whole of independent Africa.

5. But all of the South African racist regime's political
manoeuvres have been repeatedly condemned by the
international community. Specifically, in the political
declaration adopted at the Sixth Conference of Heads
ofState or Government ofNon-Aligned Countries, held
from 3 to 9 September [979 at Havana, it is stressed
that:

.The Conference firmly rejected and strongly de
nounced the manoeuvres of the South African racist
regime-with. the consent, accomodation and ap
proval of international reaction and imperialism
aimed at breaking up the territorial integrity of the
country by annexing Walvis Bay; legitimizing the 4
December 1978 electoral farce; and setting up in
Namibia a neo-colonial regime controlled by Pre
toria. These manoeuvres violate the decisions of the
United Nations and should be repudiated." [A/34/
542. annex, sect. f, para. 67.]

6. South Africa's attainment of its aggressive and ex
pansionist goals is being promoted also by the Pretoria
racist authorities' policy ofmilitarizing the country and
intensifying their military occupation of Namibia and
by their ambition to acquire their own nuclear "club"
a prospect fraught with the most serious consequences
for international peace and security.

7. The actions of the South African racists represent
an open challenge to the United Nations and to the
whole world community. They are aimed at undermin
ing the efforts of the United Nations to ensure the
attainment by the people of Namibia of self
determination and independence in accordance with
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)]
and other relevant United Nations decisions.

8. The efforts which have been undertaken during the
last two years at the United Nations to settle the Nami
bian problem through negotiation have so far been un
fruitful, unfortunately, because of South Africa's stub
born determination to preserve its domination over
Namibia and the reluctance of the initiators of the west
ern settlement plans to undertake oreven support effec
tive measures against the apartheid regime to compel it
unconditionally and without delay to halt its illegal oc
cupation of Namibia a·nd to withdraw from it all armed
forces. police forces and administration and to respect
the right of the Namibian people to decide the question
of their country's future for themselves.

9. In fact, all of the talks have been used by the Pre-
4. It is quite obvious that South Africa is pursuing a toria racists simply to play for time so that they could
policy of establishing neo-colonialist puppet regimes in proceed to implement the ipternal settlement by mean~.
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will appear along the Namibian people's road to pro
gress. But since they have grown in strength step by
step a~d w~n continued victories ,in the past by relying
on thelrumty and struggle, they will contmue to do so in
the future and will certainly be able to remove the
obstacles, overcome the difficulties and dangers and
finally defeat the enemy and win national liberation and
independence.

~9. The Chinese Government and people unswerv
IOgly support the just causeofthe Namibian people. We
have always maintained that the national aspirations
and goal of the Namibian people must be realized free
from any outside inteJierence and on the basis of ensur
ing the territorial integrity and unity of Namibia. The
South African racist authorities must immediately and
unconditionally implement the relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly and the Security Council, end
forthwith their illegal occupation of Namibia and with
draw all their armed and police forces as well as their
coJonialist administration. Walvis Bay is an integral
part of the Namibian territory, and it must be returned
to Namibia unconditionally. The United Nations
should also caU upon the South African authorities to
stop their repression and persecution of the Namibian
people, cease their illegal activities of a so-called "in
ternal settlement", and refrain from using Namibia as a
base for threats and aggression against Angola, Zambia
and other neighbouring States.

90. In our view, the current session of the General
Assembly should not only once again strongly condemn
the South African racist authorities for their refusal to
implement the relevant United Nations resolutions and
for t.h~ir crime of continued illegal occupation of
Namibia, but also adopt all the necessary and effective
measures against the South African authorities, includ
ing mandatory sanctions in response to the demand of
the African States and the relevant provisions of the
~nited Nations Charter. The Namibian question is an
Important question in present-day international politics
that calls for an early solution without any further de
lay. Yl!e ho\?e that the U.nited Na~ions will play a useful
role In thiS respect m effective fulfilment of its
responsibilities.

9 I. Mrs. ALl (India); The attention of the General
Assembly has once again this year been focused on the
question of Namibia. Despite the dedicated and de
termined efforts of States Members of the Organization
to terminate the illegal occupation by South Africa of
the international Territory of Namibia and to bring an
end to the cruel subjugation of the Namibian people, the
performance of the United Nations in ensuring to the
people of Namibia the exercise of their inalienable
rights to self-determination and independence has so
far been marked by varying vicissitudes of disillusion
ment and despair.

92. Ever since the assumption ofdirect responsibility,
by the United Nations in 1966, for the futureofNamibia
when South Africa's Mandate over Namibia was
terminated and the Territory declared the responsibility
of the United Nations, this de jure termination of South
Africa's Mandate has in fact remained until today un
realjzed and unimplemented. Successive General As
sembly and Security Council resolutions have been
adopted on the question but over these 13 years they
have only added more weight to the shelves of United
Nations archives. Musty parchments, it has been said,

may' giv.e right their sanctity but they do not ensure their
realizatIOn.

93. The Father of the Indian Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi, stated long ago that one can only awaken a
person from slumber if he is really asleep. If he is
pretending, your efforts can be of no avail. The hopes
and expectations of the international community have
in past years been successively raised and dashed by
the deliberate procrastinations of Pretoria overthe end
ing of its illegal rule over Namibia. Each time the re
sponse of South Africa has been one of subterfuge and
deceit. Every time the Security Council has sought to
impose sanctions against this recalcitrant regime, such
action has been blocked either by certain countries
which continue to have massive political and economic
vested interests in South Africa. or by yet another
promise of "consideration to co-operate" by South
Africa itself.

94. Since the consideration of this item at the thirty
third session, the question of Namibia has come up for
consideration at the meetings of the Special Committee
on decolonization at Belgrade in April 1979 [see A/34/
23/Rev. J, Chap. IX] and at the resumed session ofthe
General Assembly in May this year. At the resumed
session, my delegation had occasion to stress6 that the
United Nations, in particular the Security Council and
its permanent members who have traditionally used the
veto to block enforcement action against South Africa.
had to face their moment of truth. We cannot afford to
fail in taking effective action, fully within the powers of
the United Nations, in order to force South Africa to
vacate the Territory and to comply with Security
Council and General Assembly resolutions. My delega
tion has become increasingly and painfully aware that
the sudden injection ofactivity at the time ofdiscussion
of this item at the General Assembly is possibly part ofa
deliberate effort to project a myth ofmovement in nego
tiations in order to confuse the issue and prevent strong
action by the General Assembly in the matter.

95. It is for us to recommend to the Security Council
action which will enable the United Nations to dis
charge its obligations and prevent this world Organiza
tion from being made a mockery of by one of its own
Member States. Indeed, the very question of whether
South Africa should continue as a State Member of the
United Nations deserves closer scrutiny. Both the Gen
eral Assembly and the Security Council have to com
plement each other's efforts in promoting an early and
effective solution to the problem. Any failure would
mark a severe setback to the effectiveness and credibiJ
it}/ of the role of the United Nations in international
affairs. This would inevitably have grave consequences
for the peace in that region and elsewhere in the world.

96. How long is the world community to wait while
South Africa considers its options on whether or not to
participate meaningfully in negotiations on the holding
of elections supervised by the United Nations in
Namibia? The discussions in the March proximity talks
in New York, as well as the most recent ones held at
Geneva, in November at the initiative of the Secretary
General, have provided opportunities for such a mean
ingful dialogue. We have before us, in this connexion.
the supplementary reportofthe Secretary-General con
cerning the implementation ofSecurity Council resolu-

• See Official Records vf tlte General Assembly, Thirty-third Ses-
sion, Plenary Meetings. IOOth meeting. paras. ':16. .
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