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drawal of Israel from all the Palestinian and Arab terri
tories occupied since 1%7, including Arab Jerusalem.
The acquiSItion of territory by the use of force is inad
missible. Israel must abide by the principles of interna
tional law, not only in recognizing that principle but
also in respecting the relevant international conven
tions while still occupying those territories.

121. Finally, that settlement must respect the sover
eignty, territorial integrity and political independence
of every State in the area, including Israel, and their
right to live in peace and security within recognized
boundaries.

122. This framework we have just outlined has broad
support among Members ofthe United Nations as being
capable of leading to a peaceful settlement of the Mid
dle East situation. However, that will happen only if a
spirit of dialogue and conciliation is substituted for the
spirit of mistrust that has predominated among the na
tIons of the area. It can come about only ifthe guns are
silenced, allowing the voices ofall peoples of the area to
be heard.

/23. No peace in the Middle East can be achieved if
blind violence continues to take innocent lives, thus
perpetuating an atmosphere of revenge and hatred. All
the parties must understand that no solution will be
achieved by force. Only tolerance and an effort towards
mutual understanding can bring peace to the area. The
Israelis must recognize the just and legitimate aspira
tions ofthe Palestinians, and the Palestinians must rec
ognize the right of Israel to exist and to live in peace.

124. I also wish to express the concern ofmy country
about the situation prevailing in southern Lebanon.
Much has been said in our Organization about the
drama of the Lebanese people, whose problems have
been compounded by the use of their country as a stage
for struggles which are not their own. The sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Lebanon, as well as the free
dom of its citizens to determine their future by
themselves, must be respected. It is encouraging to see
that, as the Secretary-General states in his report, the
cessation offiring arranged on 26 August has so far been
maintained [see A/34/584-S//3578, para. /6].

125. I t is now time to look at the matter in a construc
tive manner and to search for a peaceful solution that
will reinstate Lebanon's sovereignty over all its terri
tory. We consider the pertinent Security Council res
olutions, particularly resolution 450 (1979), to be an
adequate point of departure and my delegation
welcomes any initiatives that might lead to peace in that
country.

126. The future ofthe Middle East is in the hands ofall
the peoples of the area. We can understand the anger of
those who witness daily the suffering and death of their
brothers. We can also understand the bitterness of
those who suffer exile and who are denied an identity.
But we believe that it is time to heal those wounds and
not to open them further. We therefore appeal to all to
put aside their weapons and their prejudices and to take
the necessary steps that will lead to peace.

127. Mr. MARINESCU (Romania) (interpretation
from French): The position of the Romanian Govern
ment on the 0 verriding need for a peaceful settlement of

the Middle East conflict, on the fundamental principles
and on ways and means to bring about ajust and lasting
peace in the vital interests of all the peoples in the area
and in the interests ofpeace in general has been outlined
on a number of occasions in this forum and in other
international bodies. Our position was also made clear
last week by the Romanian delegation in the debate on
the question of Palestine [79th meeting].

128. It was reaffirmed, with all due clarity and author
ity, in the recent message to the President of the Gen
eral Assembly and to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations by the President of the Socialist Repub
lic of Romania, Nicolae Ceau~escu, on the occasion of
the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
people. In the message the President of Romania said:

"Romania is constantly working for a peaceful
settlement, through negotiations, of the Middle East
conflict, for the achievement of a comprehensive,
just and lasting peace that would lead to the with
drawal of Israel from Arab territories occupied as a
result of the war of 1%7, to a solution to the problem
of the Palestinian people, in accordance with their
right to self-determination and to the creation of their
own State, and ,to guarantees of independence, in
tegrityand sovereignty for all the States in the area."

129. Directly following the outbreak of the war of
1967, Romania clearly stated its deep conviction that an
appropriate answer to the problems confronting the
countries and peoples of the Middle East, problems
which represent a constant danger to international
peace and security, can be supplied only by a peaceful
and just settlement in accordance with the principles of
the Charter and the fundamental interests of the parties
involved. The course ofevents in the Middle East in the
last three decades proves convincingly that wars and
the use of force, far from contributing to a solution of
the disputes involved, only complicate matters, aggra
vate an already dangerous situation and lay the ground
work for further armed conflicts, which would be even
more ruinous. Romania therefore has always con
sidered that a political, negotiated settlement is the only
way to establish a just and lasting peace, making it
possible finally for all the peoples in the area to devote
their efforts and resources to the strengthening of their
national independence and economic and social
development.

130. It is obvious that a future peace settlement in the
Middle East, if it is to be lasting, must be just and
equitable and must be backed by the principles of the
Charter and of international law and must meet the
legitimate interests and aspirations of every State and
people in the area.

13l. In the light of its position of principle, which is
that occupation of foreign territories by force is inad·
missible and contrary to all standards of law, legality
and international morality, Romania has always called
for Israel's withdrawal from Arab territories occupied
following the 1%7 war.

132. By the same token, for a peace settlement to be
truly viable it is indispensable, as we have always
stated, that it should include the exercise of the legiti
mate national rights of the Palestinian people, including
their right to self-determination and to an independent
State of their own. In keeping with this unshakable
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