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AGENDA ITEM 24

Question of Palestine: report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
Pecple (continued)

1. Mr. SAAKA (Ghana): When we consider the
spectacular growth of this Organization’s membc.ship,
of which the admission of Saint Lucia is the latest
instance, when we consider the .increasing array of
territories large and small which have been
emancipated from alien domination during the last two
decades and are now represénted among us as
sovereign and equal Members, can we fail tc ask when
the peoples of Palestine will be rid of that incubus of
alien domination and so be enabled at long last to join
the society of free nations?

2. Of all the cases we know of self-determination
promised and long denied, few seem more offensive to
our sense of justice than that of the Palestinian Arabs.

Criginally, the promise of liberation from Ottoman rule
in return for an uprising against it was expressly held
out to all Arabs in that Empire, except those living in
the coastal regions of Syria and Lebanon. Of the
League of Nations Mandates which were eventually
substituted for the promised liberation, ail, including
Syria and Lebanon, have ended in the freedom of the
Mandated Territories-—all, that is, except the Mandate
for Palestine!, the one territory marked out for Jewish
immigration. When at the instance of the Mandatory
Power the General Assembly took over the question in
1947, and rightly so as the legal successor of the League
of Nations, it created the State of Israel by means of a
partition at the expense of the long-resident Arab popu-
lation. Yet it provided also by the same act for the
creation of an Arab State in Palestine, recognizing in
unmistakable terms and going some way towards en-
suring the exercise at last of the inalienable right of the
Palestinian Arabs to self-determination within their
own homeland, Palestine.2 It seems to us one of the
most bizarre ironies of internationzl politics today that
the issue now should be no longer whether a Jewish
State should be created in Palestine, but whether an
Arab State should be allowed to exist there.

! Official Records of the General Assembly, Second Session, Sup-
plement No. 11, vol. 11, annex 20.

2 See the Plan of Partition with Economic Union, annexed to
General Assembly resolution 181 (1I) of 29 November 1947.

3. In our view, there are at least two basic require-
ments for peace in the Middle East which should be
recognized as non-negotiable in any circumstances:
first, the unfettered exercise by the Palestinian Arab
people of their right to self-determination, a right recog-
nized by the General Assembly in the same resolution
that called for the creation of the Israeli State, and in
any case a right as inalienable for the people of Palestine
as it is for any other people; secondly, the non-
admissibility of the use of force to alter boundaries and,
following from that, the need for Israeli withdrawal,
total and unconditional, from all occupicd Arab
territories.

4. If we accept these two conditions as non-
negotiable—and the resolutions of the General Assem-
bly, the Conference of Non-Aligned Couritries and the
Organization of African Unity [OAU] do so—it follows,
first, that Security Council resolution 242 (1967) is in-
adequate if not actually inequitable as a basis for peace,
because, while it concedes the right of Israel to exist in
security as a State within Palestine, it remains silent on
what is on the other side of the same coin, the right of
the Palestinian Arabs to seif-determination and inde-
?endence also in security, and also within Palestme It
liows that the Camp David agreements® and the
Egypt-Israeli Peace Treaty* in their present form are
both still inadequate as the basis of any durable settle-
ment, inasmuch as they in effect trade in major conces-
sions for something short of the non-negotiable prereg-
uisites; for the mere possibility, not even the promise,
still less the certainty, of Israel’s future withdrawal
from occupied Arab lands other than the Sinai, for an
immediate status worse than that of bantustans for the
Palestinian Arabs, and for what looks like a veto by
Israel on even the eventual exercise by Palestinian
Arabs of their right to self-determination. In this trade-
off, Israel not only gains the recognition of the right to
exist within what are termed secure and recognized
boundaries, by which some mean, presumably, its
boundaries before the 1967 war; it also acquires by
virtue of the peace on its southern frontier a consider-
able increase in its relative military strength and in the
relative strength of its bargaining position vis-a-vis its
neighbours. It can Go as it likes in its neighbourhood toa
far greater extent than before. It can attack Lebanon. It
can, if it chooses, choke the entire West Bank and Gaza
with Israeli settlers on Arab lands. It can reject the very
principle, indeed the very mention, of Palestinian self-
determination as a requirement or condition of peace.
Nowadays it appears to be doing just that.

5. When we speak thus, let it not be imagined that we
are insensible to the cruel sufferings of the Jewish
people throughout the centuries of the Diaspora, and
even before. But those sufferings were not at the hands

3 A Framework for Peace in the Middle East, Agreed at Camp
David, and Framework for the Conclusion of a Peace Treaty between
Egypt and Israel, signed at Washington on 17 September 1978.

4 Peace Treaty between the Arab Republic of Egypt and the State
of Israel, signed at Washington on 26 March 1979.
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of the Palestinian Arabs. They are guiltless of those
appalling crimes by which the vice of ar:ti-Semitism has
disfigured the record of mankind. To visit any part of
the evil upon them is, in our view, a grave injustice.

6. To us, then, the pre-conditions of lasting peace are
clear, and resolution 242 (1967) does not cover them ali.
There must be a Palestinian Arab State in Palestine if
the Arabs; of Palestine so desire—and they do. And, as
we see it, far more pressure than has been used so far
needs to be brought to bear on Israel by the interna-
tional community to make it concede this point—
pressure, particularly, by those Powers which have so
far supported Israel and stiffened its resistance. Fur-
thermore, both the exercise of self-determination by
the Palestinians and the principle that fcrce is inadmis-
sible under the Charter for the valid alteration of bound-
aries demand the total and unconditional withdrawal of
Israel from all Arab territories occ.wpied by force, in-
cluding east Jerusalem. They also demand that Israel
should -desist from the policy of establishing Israeli
settlements in those territories and from all policies
likely to tamper with their demographic composition.

7. Elementary justice and humanity demand that the
three and a half million Palestinians now reiidered
homeless should enjoy the option of return or compen-
sation. And common sense demands that the Palestine
Liberation Organization [FLO], as the authentic rep-
resentative of the Palestinian people, should participate
on an equal footing in all negotiations on the question of
Palestine, if there is to be a lasting peace in the Middle
East. Israel insists that the condition of this should be
recognition by the PLO of Israel’s right to statehood in
Palestine. Clearly, however, and equitably, the proper
and equivalent concession to make for the acceptance,
as in resolution 242 (1967), of Israel’s right to secure
statehood in Palestine is the acceptance of the Palestin-
ian people’s right to equally secure statechood also in
Palestine, and not merely the PL.O’s right to negotiate
on their behalf. For that, anyway, cannot be regarded
as reaily negotiable by an, one genuinely looking for realistic
approaches to peace in the Middle East.

8. These brief reflections set out the considerations
which will guide the Ghana delegation in making its
decision concerning the draft resolutions to be submit-
ted on this item.

9. I cannot conclude without paying a tribute to the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People and to its Chairman, Ambas-
sador Médoune Fall of Senegal. Under his leadership,
the Committee has over the years made an invaluable
contribution to the work of the General Assembly by
the thoroughness and objectivity with which it has at all
times pursued its difficult assignment. It has continued
to inform our deliberations by its useful studies, reliable
findings and sound recommendations. Our best wishes
go to Ambassador Fall in his future assignments.

10. Mr. SHARIF (Somalia): In dealing with the ques-
tion of Palestine, a question which has continued to
threaten world peace during the lifetime of the United
Nations, the world Organization has established ap-
propriate principles and devised just and practical
measures for the peaceful resolution of this issue in
accordance with the principles of the Charter and those
of international law. It is in this context that my Gov-
ernment is fully committed to the position that the

national rights of the Palestinian people, including that
of the establishment of a State of their own, must be
restored. We also continue to believe that recognition
of the PLO as the sole representative of the Palestinian
people is an indispensable factor in a just and lasting
settlement of the question of Palestine.

11. This question, which is the core of the Middle East
conflict, remains unresolved because of Israel’s in-
transigence, its contempt for international conventions
to which it is a party and its defiance of resolutions of
the General Assembly and the Security Council.

12. My delegation deeply deplores the fact that each
day brings additional evidence of Israel’s annexationist
and inhuman policies aimed at expanding the Zionist
State at the expense of the Palestinian people and of
their inalienable right to nationhood in Palestine.

13. The facts of this situation are not in doubt. They
have repeatedly been attested to and examined in this
body and in the Security Council. It has been es-
tablished, in the first place, that Israel’s continued oc-
cupation of Arab territory is in defiance of Security
Council resolutions which confirm the inadmissibility
of the acquisition of territory by force. Secondly,
Israel’s attempts to change the political, demographic,
religious, cultural and geographic character of occiipied
Palestine, including Jerusalem, through settlement and
other policies, are in gross violation of the fourth
Geneva Convention, of 1949.°

14. If the uncontested reports of the international
press were not sufficient to confirm Israel’s violations
of international law, the findings of the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People, and of the Security Council Commission es-
tablished under resolution 446 (1979) to examine the
situation relating to settlements in the occupied Arab
territories would certainly do so. As the Security

Council Commission states, ) '

‘“...the Israeli Government is engaged in a wilful,
systematic and large-scale process of establishing
settlements in the occupied territories for which it
shouid bear full responsibility’’.6

This policy has been universally condemned, even by
Israer clcsest supporters, as a serious obstacle to the
achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace
in the Middle East.

15. The Commission also expressed its concern about
Israel’s disregard of human rights—a concern shared
by the Commission on Human Rights, which has con-
demned Israel’s repressive occupation policies. These
policies are characterized by the systematic torture of
Palestinian detainees and the imposition of collective
punishment. Member States are of course aware that
the charge of Israel’s use of torture as part of its occupa-
tion policy has been substantiated beyond any doubt.

16. Unfortunately, we are able to do little in the Gen-
eral Assembly to advance the cause of Palestinian
rights besides taking note of the steady increase in the

5 Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,

6 Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-fourth Year, Sup-
plemeg£ Ofor July, August and September 1979, document S/13450,
para. 220.
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scope and gravity or Israel’s lawless policies. In spite of
Security Council resolution 452 (1979), calling on Israel
to end the construction and planning of settlements in
illegally occupied territory, its Government has con-
tinued to establish new settlements and to enlarge ex-
isting ones. Even more serious has been the attempt to
rescind the law prohibiting Israeli citizens and organi-
zations from purchasing land in occupied Arab
territory—action which shows that the Israeli Govern-
ment is prepared to throw away the last vestiges of
restraint in its expansionist drive. The speeding up of
the settlement policy has become so flagrant that even
those who sympathize with Israel have protested
against the Israeli Government’s disregard of Palestin-
ian rights and international law.

17. The increasingly oppressive and authoritarian na-
ture of the Israeli occupation is clearly illustrated by the
detention and threatened deportaiion of the Mayor of
l\_Ial_ll)lus because of his expressed support for Palestinian
rights.

18. It is obvious that Israel is prepared to go to any
lengths to deprive the Palestinian people of their right to
nationhood in Palestine. The repeated attacks by land,
air and sea against Palestinian refugees in Lebanon not
only are intolerable viclations of Lebanon’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, but also show clearly the
calculating and ruthless nature of the Zionist attempt to
eliminate the Palestinians as a people, and to ensure
that the just solutions to the Palestinian problem formu-
lated by the United Nations will not be impiemented.

19. My delegation trusts that the vast majority of
Member States will continue to act in solidarity with the
oppressed and dispossessed Palestinian people. Unre-
lenting pressure should be brought to bear on Israel
within the United Nations system, and States should
refrain from economic, military and other forms of co-
operation with the Zionists until they end their inhu-
man, unjust and illegal policies.

20. The gravest responsibility in this matter lies with
the Security Council, which has seemed prepared to
accept from Israel any degree of contempt for the
Council’s resolutions, any number of violations of in-
ternational law, however grave their nature, and any
degree of aggression against a people engaged in a legiti-
mate struggle to regain its inalienable rights.

21. Obviously mere condemnations, either by the
General Assembly or by the Security Council, will not
have a greater effect on Israel at the present time than
they have had in the past. My delegation hopes that the
General Assembly will call on the Security Council to
take up its unfinished business on the question of
Palestine. First of all, my delegation believes that the
time has long passed for the Council to endorse and
strengthen the international consensus on the national
rights of the Palestinian people, expressed in General
Assembly resolution 3236 (XXIX). The Palestinian
question will not fade away. The Palestinians, whose
Jjust struggle is supported by the majority of the people
of the world, will not end their valiant struggle until
victory is achieved.

22. Secondly, no political judgement is more familiar
than the often-repeated one that there can be no lasting

eace in the Middle East unless account is taken of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. In this situa-

tion the Security Council has an inescapable duty. It
must take action against Israel, under Chapter. VII of
the Charter, to end the intolerable injustices endured by
the Palestinians over the past three decades, to end
tension and conflict in the Middle East and to remove a
dangerous threat to international peace and security.

23. In conclusion, my delegation would like to ex-
press its support for the proposal of the non-aligned
countries’ that an emergency special session of the
General Assembly should be called if the Security
Council fails once again to act because of the bias in
favour of Israel customarily shown by some permanent
members of the Council.

24. Mr. KATAPODIS (Greece) (interpretation from
French): The report of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People [A/
34/35 and Corr. 1] gives such a clear picture of the
developments in the question of Palestine since the last
session of the General Assembly that I shall confine
myself to stressing briefly its principal points; that will
give me an opportunity to express, at the same time, my
delegation’s views on the matter.

25. The first fact noted in the report is that no progress
has been made in the last 12 months towards the realiza-
tion of the legitimate aspiration of the Palestinian
people to obtain its own homeland. But that is a sacred
right, a right of all peoples, recognized siz:ce the dawn
of history. The negation of that right has led for
centuries to bloody conflicts whose result has never left
any room for doubt. The same will be true of the strug-
gle of the Palestinian people.

26. The solution of the Palestinian problem should be
simple. It lies in respect for two basic principles of the
Charter: self-determination and the non-acquisition of
territory by force. Those two principles, on which the
new international order that is the noble ambition of the
Charter is based—or, at least, should be based—
continue to be violated in the case of Palestine. The
responsibility for that rests with the Power occupying
the land of the Palestinian people, or, more precisely,
the colonizing Power. For Israel’s policy towards the
territories occupied since the 1967 war is in fact a policy
of colonization. Proof of that—if indeed any proof is
necessary—is to be found in the establishment of new
settlements, which has been condemned by almost the
entire international community in, among other things.
Security Council resolutiocn 452 (1979). It is a policy of
faits accomplis, whose purpose is to compel the inhabit-
ants of the territories in question to seek refuge far from
their homes, to join the hundreds of thousands of their
brothers who have already fled war and foreign con-
quest. Another people of the rezion was the victim of
the same kind of policy not too long ago, when its land
was also invaded and occupied.

27. Another fact noted in the Committee’s report and
confirmed by the conclusion of the Security Council
Commission established under resolution 446 {1979) is
that human rights are being systematically violated in
Palestine, in contravention of the fourth Geneva Con-
vention of 1949, That has created a particularly disturb-
ing situation, the most recent episode of which has been

7 Adopted by the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Govern-
ment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana from 3 to 9
September 1979 (see A/34/542, annex, sect. VI A, resolution No. 2,
para. 11).
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the arrest and threatened deportation of the Mayor of
Nablus.

28. A third point made in the report concerns the city
of Jerusalem. Its historical and religious importance
makes international public opinion particularly sensi-
tive to any acts which could unilaterally modify the
status of that city and therefore could be prejudicial to
the age-old rights of the hundreds of millions of Chris-
tians, Muslims and Jews.

29. Finally, I should like to recall the statement made
in the first part of paragraph 34 of the Committee’s
report, concerning the PLO. Indeed the support the
PLO enjoys among the Palestinian people and also
among the Arab countries is an element which must be
seriously taken into account in any effort to find a
solution to the Palestinian problem.

30. The position of the Hellenic Government in regard
to this problem has always been made very clear. It was
reaffirmed recently by the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Greece, Mr. George Rallis, when he spoke from this
very rostrum. Allow me to quote a part of his statement:

*‘We have always been in favour of the complete
application of Security Council resolution 242 (1967)
and of the other relevant resolutions of that body and
of the General Assembly that call for the withdrawal
of Israeli troops from all the Arab territories occupied
in 1967, as well as the right of all the countries of the

region to live in peace within secure and recognized .

boundaries. At the same time, we believe that the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian Arab people, in-
ciuding -their right to self-determination and to a
country must be recognized within the framework of
a global settlement.’’ [8th meeting, para. 192.]

31. A solution of the Palestinian problem that would
take into account the provisions of the Charter would
certainly be in the interest of all the parties to the
conflict. Suffice it to recall that the peoples of that
region without exception have wasted a whole genera-
tion on wars and acts of violence under the corrosive
influence of hatred. The young people of 1948, who now
are close to the threshold of old age, have spent a major
part of their lives on the battlefield or in manoeuvres,
and they have been deprived of comfort, tranquillity
and the joy of life. It would be a rea! pity if the same fate
were to befall their sons.

32. Mr. FOUM (United Republic of Tanzania): The
question of Palestine has been before the United
Nations in one form or another for over three decades.
Since 1974 it has been on the agenda of the General
Assembly each year. Yet, despite its continued consid-
eration, this question has eluded solution. The causes
of the lack of solution or of movement towards genuine
solution are clear.

33. As part of its efforts in seeking a solution to the
question of Palestine, the General Assembly in 1975 set
up the Committee on ike Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People [resolution 3376
(XXX)]. This Committee nas now once again submitted
its report to the General Assembly. My delegation first
of all wishes to commend the Committee and its able
and dynamic Chairman, Mr. Fall of Senegal, for the
clear and comprehensive report. The mandate of the
Committee has been precisely spelied out by the Gen-
eral Assembly, namely, to consider the Palestine situa-

tion, to make the suggestions it deems appropriate and
to propose ways to implement the Committee’s recom-
mendations. In this respect, the Committee did make
useful recommendations, which were first endorsed by
the General Assembly at its thirty-first session® and
have since then been reaffirmed.

34. Those recommendations spell out the fact that the
question of Palestine is the crux of the Middle East
problem. Unfortunately, this reality seems to be ig-
nored by certain States. Injustices have been commit-
ted and perpetuated against the Palestinian people since
the beginning of this century. The Palestinians have
been victims of unfair historical circumstances which
have been imposed on them. For example, in 1917,
when the Balfour Declaration was promulgated,? they
were never consulted. The ensuing Mandate for
Palestine® entrusted to it under the Covenant of the
League of Nations was abused by the Mandatory
Power, which, contrary to the Mandates System, did
not adminster Palestine as a ‘‘sacred trust of civiliza-
tion’’. The partition resolution of 1947 [resolution 181
(1I)], now generally considered a centerpiece of the
existing problem, was itself an issue on which the Pales-
tinian people, to say the least, were never fully con-
sulted. Throughout that period there have been urgent
demands by all who seek justice and peace in the Mid-
dle East for a solution to the Palestinian problem that
would set it in its proper perspective. However, when
as late as 1967 the question of Palestine was still being
treated out of context as a ‘‘refugee problem’ by no
less a body than the Security Council, it became clear
that the General Assembly had to take practical meas-
ures to address itself to the redressing of this injustice.

35. It has thus been incumbent upon this Assembly to
recognize and endorse the inalienable rights to seli-
determination, national independence and sovereignty
of the Palestinians. The United Nations cannot give
credence to the fiction of the question of Palestine being
a mere refugee problem. The valiant Palestinians can-
not be confined o0 refugee camps in order that they may
receive a pittance fron- UNRWA. We have to ensure
their rights by implementing the recommendations of
the Commiittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People.

36. Among the first urgent actions we are called upon
to take is to put an end to Israel’s violation of the human
rights of the Palestinian people by the acquisition of
territory by force, by illegal settlements, by expulsions,
by deportations and by the denial of the right of return
of Palestinians. Israel continues to carry out these vio-
lations in defiance of world public opinion and in con-
travention of the Charter of the United Nations, the
1949 Geneva Conventions and the resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Security Council.

37. Thus itis imperative that this Organization should
now squarely face the continued contempt for and dis-
regard of international opinion exhibited by Israel on
this issue and act to bring it to an end. In this respect we
must particularly call upon those Powers which have
traditionally supported Israel to use their influence to
dissuade it from its path of continued defiance of the
United Nations.

8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session,
Supplement No. 35, paras. 59-72.

9 Ibid., Second Session, Supplement No. 11, vol. 11, annex 19.
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38. Itis a sad comment on history that the very Pow-
ers which called for the right of people to a homeland
some 30 years ago should now back-track and refuse a
people of the area, the Palestinian people, their legiti-
mate rights to their homeland and to self-determination
and independence. We call, therefore, for an end to
political expediency. They should acknowledge and
accept the just and legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people. Such action would contribute positively to-
wards a genuine solution of the Palestinian problem and
would favour peace and security.

39. It might be hoped that those who have been vic-
tims of some of the most inhuman treatment would be
the last to persecute others. Yet, tragically, Israel has
embarked upon a systematic policy of encroachment
and expansion against the Palestinian people. It con-
tinues illegally to occupy their land as well as to
strengthen its military repression of Palestinians. One
of the most flagrant manifestations of this repression is
the establishment of settlements in occupied territories.
One report of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, Israeli au-
the statement that Israel has engaged in a wilful and
large-scale process of establishing settlements, in disre-
gard of Palestinian basic human rights, and that it alsc
continues purchasing land in the illegally occupiec *=r-
ritories, in flagrant violation of international law. We
urge Israel to desist from pussuing this policy and to
rescind any measures adopted unilaterally and unlaw-
fully against Palestinian rights.

40. The recent incarceration and threatened deporta-
tion of the Mayor of Nablus, Mr. Bassam Shaka’a, is a
clear indication of how far Israel will go in its attempts
to deny the Palestinian people their inalienable rights.
As is pointed out by Mr. Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the
PLO, in a letter to the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, Israeli au-
thorities have over the past years deported more than
1,560 Palestinian leaders, including mayors and munici-
pal council members. This deportation policy is an
ominous signal of worse things to come. We are leftata
loss as to where Israel expects these deportees to go
when they are uprooted from their own homeland. It is
an unprecedented situation when people are expelled
from their own country, for normally it is foreigners
that are deported to their countries. Are we to conclude
that Israel regards Palestinians as foreigners in
Palestine? This defies the imagination.

4]1. Asanexpression of its disapproval of the deporta-
tion act, at its current session, the Gene:-al Assembly,
with Israel as the only dissenting voice, has called upon
the Israeli authorities to rescind the deportation order
against the Mayor of Nablus [resolution 34/29). Further-
more, prominent personalities in Israe! itself have de-
plored the impending deportation of the Mayor. More
important, the resignation en masse of the mayors of
occupied Palestinian cities and towns is clear proof of
Palestinian resistance to repression. We hail the valour
displayed by these civic leaders in spite of Israeli intimi-
dation. Nevertheless, we are concerned that the Israeli
military authorities aim at nullifyin~ even the
rudimentary structures of Palestinian leca control. The
intention seems to be to exercise military control of
day-to-day affairs of Palestinian life, for the deportation
Bolicy is aimed at stemming the tide of popular support

y Palestinians for the PLO, their sole and authentic
representative. It is indeed tragic that those who suf-

fered the extremes of violence, as I have already said,
should create and inflame an envirorment of violence.
People that are self-respecting cannot sit idly by while
their national rights are denied them, and the rights of
the Palestinian people are denied them.

42, As an initial step in restoring Palestinian rights,
the Committee whose report is now before us has rec-
ommended two phases of return of the Palestinian
people. We support this position as fair and realistic.
The first phase would involve the return of Palestinians
displaced as a result of the June 1967 war. The second
phase would resettle those displaced between 1948 and
1967. If implemented, these two phases would ease the
plight of countless homeless Palestinians. But so far
Israel has ignored and refused (o honour these recom-
mendations. Instead it is entrenching itself through the
settlements policy, which has changed the geographic
and demographic nature of the Palestinian territories
illegally occupied by Israel. We urge Israel to respect
and carry o. t the Committe=’s recommendations, in-
cluding the recognition of the applicability of the 1949
Geneva Convention reiative to the Protection of Civil-
ian Persons in Time of War.

43. But, above all, it inust be realized that the Middle
East problem cannot be solved wihout giving the Pales-
tinians their rights, including the right to a homeland. In
this regard we wish to recall the resolutions of the Sixth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-
Aligned Countries, held last September at Havana.
That Conference reaffirmed:

**its full support of the strugglc. of the Palestinian
people, under the leadership of its sole legitimaie
representative, the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion, to attain fully its inalienable national rights by all
means, including armed struggle’’ [A/34/542, annex,
sect. VI A, resolution No. 2, para. 5].

The Conference also called upor the Security Council
to consider and take action on the recommendations of
the General Assembly to enable the Palestinian people
to exercise their inalienable rights [ibid., para. 9]. So far

" action has not been possible owing to the negative vote

of a permaneznt member of the Security Council. This
has contributed to the situation of stalemate on the
question of Palestine. The world has a right to call on
the Security Council, which is primarily responsible for
the maintenance of international peace and security and
which has already accorded the nations in the Middle
East the right to secure and recognized boundaries, to
discharge its primordial duty to the Palestinians. Such
positive action, as the report notes, could create the
necessary conditions for a just and lasting peace in the
Middle East. A

44. My President, Julius Nyerere, in a statement on
the question of Palestine at the non-aligned Conference
at Havana said:

‘It is not in accordance with justice, nor is it ra-
tional or realistic, to call for genuine peace in the
Middle East without satisfying the natural yearning
of the people of Palestine for a home of their own.”’

45. No solution of the Middle East problem is possible
without satisfying the legitimate Palestinian claim for
self-determination. This will be possible only if we all
exert our efforts to overcome decades of injustice tc-
wards the Palestinians. There is no better way of start-
ing than by implementing the recommendations of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
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the Palestinian People, which have repeatedly been
endorsed by the General Assembly, since their validity
is undiminished by the passage of time, their urgency
highlighted by events.

Mr. Ibrahim (Ethiopia), Vice-Chairman, took the
chair.

46. Mr. TINOCO (Nicaragua) (interpretation from
Spanish): With respect to agenda item 24, entitled
“‘Question of Palestine’’, which is now before the Gen-
eral Assembly, my delegation would like first and
foremost to express its appreciation of the work which
it has been doing to the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for year
after year, especially this past year. We believe that in
the future the activities of the Committee will acquire
even greater importance.

47. At the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana
last September, in which our country was represented
for the first time at an international gathering by rep-
resentatives worthy of our people, we clearly gave our
overt and direct support to the just cause of the Pales-
tinian people.

48. Like practically all the peoples throughout the
world, the Nicaraguan people understand in a very
special way and support the struggle of the Palestinian
resistance against the Israeli Zionist occupation army,
because we have had the bitter experience of something
very like an occupying army: the Somozan guard. It
was conceived, organized and programmed to act as an
occupation army by imperialism, and consequently that
is how it acted in the heroic struggle of our people for
liberation.

49. We identify with and support the struggle of the
Palestinian people because the weapons which are sys-
tematically used to suppress and murder them—as
proved by the Committee to which I have referred—are
the very same weapons that murdered our people; they
were supplied by Israel to the Somozan genocide ré-
gime. The guns, bullets, planes and bombs which re-
pressed and bombarded the Palestine refugee centres in
reprisa! are the same as those which repressed and
bombed, in the same spirit of revenge and disregard of
human life, the populated centres of our country and
devastated many of our cities.

50. Israeli Zionism has been acting as the enemy of
the people of Central America by carrying out a sys-
tematic policy of supporting and selling weapons to the
repressive régimes which have existed in that area.

51. The people and Government of Nicaragua con-
demn the continuing of the establishment of illegal set-
tlements by Israel in the occupied Arab and Palestinian
territories. We condemn the systematic repression of
even ideas expressed against the settlements—that we
have seen recently—and any attempt or manoeuvre by
Israel to introduce geopolitical and demographic
changes in the occupied Arab and Palestinian territories
with a view to making irreversible changes which would
perpetuate its illegal occupation.

52. We denounce Israel and the imperialism which
supports it for the systematic contempt which it has
displayed towards the resolutions adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly at its thirty-first, thirty-second and

thirty-third sessions based on international law, the
Charter of the United Nations and the 1949 Geneva
Conventions, and calling for respect for the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people. We consider that Olym-
pian scorn such as this contributes in the world of today
to the crisis of credibility and trust, which further un-
dermines the respect of States for international law and
the laws and agreements established by the world
community.

53. We support the right of the Palestinian people to
return to their homeland, which is militarily occupied
today; we support their right to self-determination, in-
dependence and national sovereignty; we support the
right of the Palestinian pecple to a homeland.

54. The delegation of Nicaragua supports all efforts
towards peace which are being made by the interna-
tional community through the United Nations, particu-
larly the efforts of the Security Council Commission
established under resolution 446 (1979) to examine the
situation relating to settlements in the occupied Arab
territories, and the systematic efforts which are being
carried out by the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienabie Rights of the Palestinian People. We believe
that to secure just, true and lasting peace in the Middle
East it is necessary to take account of the interests of
the Palestinian people and, consequently, for that
people to participate in negotiations on an equal footing
with the other parties involved in the conflict through
the PLO, the legitimate representative of the Palestin-
ian people.

55. Mr. EL-JEAAN (Kuwait) (interpretation from
Arabic): At the outset of my statement, I should like, on
behalf of the delegation of Kuwait, to extend our most
sincere appreciation to Mr. Médcune Fall, Chairman of
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People, and to the members of that
Committee for their untiring efforts to serve the
purposes and objectives of the Charter of the United
Nations and to ensure the implementation of General
Assembly resolutions, particularly those in the sphere
of the mandate of that Committee, as defined in General
Assembly resolutions 32/40 and 33/28; those resolu-
tions provide, inter alia, that in the event of the Security
Council failing to consider or to take a decision on those
recommendations by 1 June 1979, the Committee is
authorized to consider the situation and to make the
suggestions it deems appropriate.

56. As explained to us by the Chairman of the
Committee—the Ambassador of Senegal—as well as by
the Rapporteur—the Permanent Representative of
Malta—the Security Council has not succeeded during
the last three years in adopting a resolution based on the
recommendations of the Committee. Nor has the Se-
curity Council succeeded during the last three decades
in making any progress towards redressin% the in-
justice suffered by the Palestinian people. In fact, des-
pite all the resolutions of the General Assembly, and in
particular resolution 3236 (XXIX), which clearly
defines the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, -
this injustice, which is practised by the Zionist entity,
has become more barbaric and ferocious. The clearest
proof of this are the Israeli practices in the occupied
Arab territories, such as the dispersal of the native
Palestinians and their replacement by foreign Jewish
immigrants, the violation of human rights and an odious
form of racial discrimination. What happened to the
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Mayor of Nablus, Mr. Shaka’a, is only the latest act of
injustice in the implementation of the Zionist plans.
Moreover, the policy of the Israeli Government con-
cerning the establishment of settlements and the con-
clusions of the Security.Council Commission es-
tablished under resolution 446 (1979) to examine the
situation relating to settlements in the Arab territories
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, have clearly
shown the Zionist intentions, leaving no excuse for
those who were still doubtful or for those who tried to
conceal those intentions from the international commu-
nity and public opinion. The report of the Committee in
fact brought to light the continuing violation of Palestin-
ian rights.

57. 1t is regrettable and, indeed, strange that the
United States of America, with all the concern that
country has always shown for human rights, continues
to be the main partisan of Israel and the main opponent
of the attainment of these -rights by the Paiestinian
people. The United States vnreservedly continues to
support Israel, impeding any measures that the Securi-
ty Council could take to recognize the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people. All this has contributed to
increasing the tensions in the region and has under-
mined international peace and security. One of the most
dangerous acts of the United States in tiie Middle East
is embodied in the conclusion of a separate Peace
Treaty between Israel and Egypt and the non-
recognition of the national legitirate rights of the Pales-
tinian people. The Arab countries, the Islamic
countries, the African countries and the countries of the
non-aligned movement have rejected and conden.ned
this Treaty, forit cannot lead to a just and lasting peace.

58. The Tenth Arab Summit Conference affirmed
once again at its last meeting at Tunis!® that the Pales-
tinian question is in fact an Arab question which affects
the destiny of the Arab nation and that it is at the heart
of the struggle against the Zionist entity. The sons of all
Arab nations are concerned, and are committed to
participate in this struggle and to make every moral and
material sacrifice that is called for. The Summit Confer-
ence reaffirmed its adherence to the principle of the
restoration of the national rights of the Palestinian
people, including the right to return to their homeland,
their right to self-determination and to the creation of an
independent Palestinian State in their.national terri-
tory, under the aegis of the PLO, the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people.

59. Kuwait adheres to these resolutions and believes
in the legitimacy of the rights of the Palestinian people,
a people who will not submit to having their rights
disregarded. Peace cannot be achieved in this region of
the world unless these sacred rights are recognized and
implemented.

60. The General Assembly at this session should reaf-
firm the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, and
it should adopt the recommendations suggested by the
Committee in paragraphs 52 to 55 of its report [A/34/35
and Corr. 1). It should also urge the Security Council to
adopt a resolution recognizing the rights of the Palestin-
ian people reaffirmed by the General Assembly in its
resolutions 31/20, 32/40 A and 33/28 A. The General
Assembly should, moreover, declare null and void the

0 Held from 20 to 22 November 1979. For the Final Declaration of
the Conference, see document A/34/763, annex.

agreements reached at Camp David, because those ac-
cords were discussed and concluded outside the
framework of the United Nations and in the absence
and without the participation of the legitimate rep-
resentative of the Palestinian people. The General As-
sembly should support and encourage all efforts aimed
at making the cause and rights of the Palestinian people
better known throughout the world through the mass
media and various bodies of the United Nations, in
co-operation with the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

61. The courageous Palestinian people continue to
face a war of extermination and dispersion. They con-
tinue to be prisoners of occupation and to live in refugee
camps. They cannot withstand such treatment for ever.
The Middle East can no longer tolerate this situation.
Because of their creative potential and great capacity,
the Palestinian people will continue their struggle and
the Arab countries, by virtue of the rights of these
people, are compeiled to participate. No country can
ignore this obligation or seek unilateral solutions to the
problem. The Arab countries must devote their political
and economic potential to the task of recovering the
usurped rights of the Palestinian people and of the Arab
nation. The General Assembly should recognize the
fact that this region is a powder keg and a hotbed of
t=nsions and that confrontations that will persist so long
as Israel has not withdrawn from the occupied Arab
territories and the Palestinian people have not acquired
their inalienable rights to self-determination, indepen-
dence and national sovereignty.

62. Mr. EL-CHOUFI (Syrian Arab Republic) (in-
terpretation from Arabic): The General Assembly at
this session and at previous sessions has heard full
accounts of the tragedy of the Palestinian people and
the tragedy of Arabs in the Middle East. I must adrmit
that I shall not have anything new to add to what has
been said from this rostrum since the creation of the
United Nations until today. However, it is regrettable

. and strange to see that we are still at the starting-point

from the practical point of view. The Palestinian people
are still scattered and living in turmoil; they are still
prevented from living in their own country like other
people in the world. Israel continues to be a real threat
to the independence of the Arab States and their
sovereignty to the security and stability in our region
and consequently in the world as a whole.

63. Itis true that we enjoy international support from
most of the countries throughout the world. It is also
true to say that, while world public opinior, by an
overwhelming majority, supports our legitima:s rights
and views the Palestinian cause favourably, the United
Nations as an international Organization has not yet
managed to restore their rights to their rightful owners
nor to eliminate this injustice that it has itself inflicted
on the Palestinian people and the Arab peoples.

64. Itis our belief that today in the Middle East we are
threatened with extermination and dispersion. We in
Syria, and those in all Arab countries, seriously fear
that what happened to the Palestinian people might
happen to us, that we might also experience their fate of
dispersion, oppression and injustice. Before I give the
Assembly our concept of a just and comprehensive
solution in accordance with the resolutions of our inter-
national Organization, allow me to point out the chief
aspects of the problem as we see them, through our
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painful experience which is as old as the United
Nations, if not older.

65. First, if we set aside everything that has been and
is being said on the juridical, legal and moral aspects of
this rroblem, and if we consider it objectively, then it
would appear to us to be a problem of colonial con-
quest. Israeli colonialism is not satisfied with occupying
territories and oppressing their inhabitants, as ccioniz-
ers did in the nineteenth century and even before, but
has gone beyond that to uproot an entire people, to
move them out of their lands and to throw them into
refugee camps. This has now been going on for more
than three decades.

66. This uprooting operation has not been limited to
the people of Palestine. On the contrary, several
countries have suffered from it at different times,
particularly Syria, Jordan, Egypt and, currently, Leba-
non, and this goes on in full view of the whole world.
Israeli colonialism, in its savagery and criminality, has
surpassed all normal limits of colonialist behaviour and
assumed the aspect of a crime against humanity, the
only modern parallels being the practices of Hitler be-
fore and during the Second World War and those of the
white racists in southern Africa.

67. Secondly, in an attempt to justify its actions, Is-
raeli colonialism employs the traditional colonialist pre-
texts, saying that it is civilizing the Asian and African
peoples, irrigating the desert or creating sophisticated
industries in a backward country and so on. But this
Israeli colonialism has not been limited to these falla-
cious claims. On the contrary, it has gone beyond the
allegations and theories of the Nazis and racists by
trying to give itself a missionary image.

68. Just as Hitler proclaimed the superiority of the
Germanic race, used this hypothesis as a justification
for the occupation of foreign territory and tried to trans-
plant part of the population of Germany to those
countries while practising barbaric genocide, particu-
larly against the Jewish minorities in Europe, so Israeli
colonialism has claimed a sacred right to Palestinian
territory, a right which represents the dogma of the
‘‘chosen people’’. It has used this claim to justify the
dispersal of the inhabitants of the lands it occupied, so
that they may be replaced by Jewish settlemerts, This
Israeli colonialism was not only detrimental to religious
ideals as a whole, but specifically damaging to the
Jewish religion. The concept of the chosen people in the
Jewish religion, as is skilfully outlined by the Jewish-_
American writer, Dr. Alfred Lilienthal, in his book
entitled The Zionist Connection,'! is that they are the
originators of unification and the belief in a single God.
Of course, this idea spread throughout the world after
Islam and Christianity adopted it. But Israeli co-
lonialism through its Zionist doctrine has knowingly
and deliberately distorted this religious concept and
transformed it into an extension of the Nazi idea. It has
been putting this policy into effect, basing itself on the
superiority of the Jewish race and its Biblical right to
Palestine, thus justifying its crimes, which no religion,
and certainly not the Jewish religion, can ever accept.

69. Thirdly, the United Nations, from its inception
until today, has been paralysed and, although repre-

' Alfred M. Lilienthal, The Zionist Connection: What Price
Peace? (New York, Dodd, Mead & Company, 1978).

senting the majority of the peoples of the world, has
been unable to deal with this Nazi aspect of Israeli
colonialism. Here I can only denounce the irresponsi-
ble role that has been played by the United States
Government in this matter. The Uwited States of
America, which is a permanent member of the Security
Council and consequently bears a very special re-
sponsibility with regard to the survival and the effec-
tiveness of the United Nations, has done and is still
doing everything within its power to paralyse the
United Nations and render it powerless, and is flouting
the resolutions of the Organization. We believe that the
United States, like the other great Powers, has a real
interest in the establishment of a world order in which
all peoples of the world would play their part and in
rationalizing and humanizing international relations,
and solving international disputes through peaceful
means on the basis of law, equality and equity among
nations, large and small. We, the developing countries
and 21l other Members of the United Nations have an
interest in seeing that such an international order is
established and conserved. Basing ourselves on these
considerations, we consider the position of the United
States irresponsible, especially as regards .ne future of
the Organization and its position and influence through-
out the world. In our view, it is a defiant attitude be-
cause it shows contempt for the law and disregards the
tragedy of an entire people; it not only shows leniency
but also encourages continued Israeli aggression
against our peoples and lands. Even on the rare occa-
sions when the United States has adopted an official

- position which runs counter to that of Israel—for in-

stance, its refusal to recognize the annexation of Jeru-
salemn or the legitimacy of Israeli settlements in oc-
cupied Arab territories—even on those rare occasions
the United States is satisfied with merely registering its
position just like any other country, forgetting that
people are not as naive as it might think; forgetting also
that i ‘he United States did not give its unlimited mili-
tary, cconomic and political support to Israel that
country would not be in a position to pursue its aggres-
sion and to continue to defy the Organization, despite
all the resolutions adopted by it since its inception.

70. Fourthly, any responsible attempt to arrive at a
practical solution of the Palestinian problem should be
based on a serious effort to define the root causes, that
is, to discover the motive behind the Israeli aggression
and the resistance it begets. The essential motive that
has made the victim an aggressor, that has made the
victims of nazism neo-Nazis and has converted our
region into one of the most dangerous hotbeds of ten-
sion in the world, has deprived and continues to deprive
Palestine, the land of peace, of any possibility of peace
in the foreseeable future. The main reason for this is the
Zionist ileology, which is based on the principle of the
superiority of one people over other peoples and which
has made and continues to make its authors instruments
of hatred and rancour. We consider that one of the
major contributions made by our Organization has been
its statement that it considered Zionism to be an aspect
of racism and racist fanaticism. We believe that adop-
tion by the international Organization in 1975 of its
historic resolution [resolution 3379 (XXX)] which-
equated Zionism with racism and racial discrimination
was not intended as a condemnation of the Israelis,
their supporters in the West in generx! and the United
States in particular, but rather a sincere invitation to the
Israelis and their supporters to re-examine the princi-
ples of Zionist ideology, because without a meaningful
examination of Zionist ideology it will not be possible to
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achieve the peace in the Middle East to which we all
aspire. As long as the Zionist ideology remains the
ideology of the State of Israel, peace will remain a long
way off from this region, as is the case today. It is not
possible to imagine peace based on the superiority of
one people over another or on allegedly religious argu-
ments in whose name crimes against humanity are com-
mitted. We believe that ine only way leading to peace
begins basically with Israel renouncing the Zionist
doctrine.

71. Allow me now to turn to the report of the Commit-
tee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People. I should like to express my
gratitude to the Chairman of that Committee and 1o its
members for the unswerving and untiring efforts they
have made over the past year, as well as for all the
efforts that they have depleyed in the past in order to
make progress along the path to a solution of the Pales-
tinian problem which would enable the Palestinian
people to exercise such inalienable national rights as
the right to return to their homes, the right to self-
determination, the right to create an independent na-
tional State on their own territory and also their right to
live in peace in their homeland. The last is a sine qua
non condition for peace to be established in the Middle
East as a whole. The work of the Commiittee as set forth
in the report deserves our respectand the respect of this
international Organization, and we invite the Security
Council to support the recommendations of the Com-
mittee, as the General Assembly, has done over the
past three years. On behalf of the Syrian Arab Repub-
lic, I should like officially to put on record our apprecia-
tion and our profound respect for the Committee and
garticularly for Mr. Fall, in view of the untiring efforts

¢ has made in presiding over the Committee so as to
allow it to attain its objectives.

72. Butitis a regrettable fact that all the efforts of the
Committee, as well as all the resolutions of the United
Nations, whether adopted by the Generai Assembly or
by the Security Council, have not managed to lead us
closer to a just peace in the region or to the security and
stability to which we aspire. On the contrary, certain
activities concluded outside the framework of the
United Nations and in total defiance of the Organization
have contributed and still contribute to complicating
the situation, increasing tension and further reducing
the possibility of attaining a just and lasting solution to
the question of Palestine, which is at the heart of the
Middle East conflict. I should like briefly to review
these activities and thes- policies which further aggra-
vate the situation in the Middle East and threaten our
peoples with more pain, bitterness and dispersion.

73. The Camp David agreements represent the most
flagrant example of what is being done outside the
United Nations. Those accords have had an adverse
effect on the fate of the Palestinian people and also on
the future of our region as a whole. They have given the
criminal Israelis free rein to expand their occupation of
the Palestinian and Arab territories, and shamefully to
defy the Security Council resolutions on Lebanon.
There they have openly created a pocket, with the aid of
Major Haddad, in order to maintain their occupation of
Southern Lebanon, where UNIFIL is prevented from
functioning and where the Security Council and all its
rg;_olultions relating to Southern Lebanon are turned to
ridicule.

74. Israel is pursuing its settlements policy in the
West Bank, in the Golan Heights and in the Gaza Strip,
and that even after the Camp David agreements. In fact
Israel has stepped up its settlement plans and their
implementation.

75. Fifthly and lastly—and we say this in full
responsibility—for peace to be possible it musi be com-
prehensive, lasting and just, because we cannot
establish peace in that region without the participation
of all the parties concerned, including the PLO, which
is the sole legitimate reépresentative of the Palestinian
people and which is recognized by our international
Organization. Similarly, we cannot establish peace in
that region behind the back of the United Nations and in
defiance of its resolutions. That is why we believe that
peace must be based on the principle of total and uncon-
ditional withdrawal of the Israeli occupying forces from
all cccupied Palestinian and Arab territories, so that the
Palestinian people, under the leadership of the PLO,
may be enabled to exercise their inalienable rights,
rights which have been recognized in the Charter and
various resolutions of the United Nations, such as the
right to se’f-determination, the right of return anda the
right to create an independent State on one’s own na-
tional territory. All negotiations tending to establish
such a just and lasting peace should be carried out
within the framework of the United Nations, with the
participation of all. parties concerned, including the
PLO, and on an equal footing. We, more thar anybody
else, have placed great hopes in this peace, a just and
lasting peace, because we have suffered much more
than any others from the scourge of war, destruction,
dispersion and land plundering, and we continue to be
subjected to all this. Like our brothers, the Palestinian
people, we aspire this peace, and we should like to
appeal <o the world at large, through this Orgarization,
to come to our assistance, to help us to achieve this
peace, so that we may avoid more war and destruction
in our region and, consequently, in the world.

76. Mr. ALBORNOZ (Ecuador) (interpretation from

- Spanish). The reason for dealing separately with the

uestion of the Palestinian people and the situation in
the Middle East has from the very beginning been to
indicate to international opinion the absolutely crucial
importance of the former for any solution to be found to
the Arab-Israeii conflict, which has been going on for so
long now and which causes great concern on account of
the possibility of its affecting world peace. It is thus that
the destiny of the Palestinian people has become an
essential consideration in any activities that aim to seek
a just peace in the Middle East.

77. Ecuador maintains cordial relations with the Gov-
ernments and pecples of the Arab States and Israel and
finds no contradiction in this, in iis general policy of
maintaining relations with all countries or in conducting
its affairs in accordance with principles such as that of
the peaceful solution of disputes and that of the fact that
might does not mean right and that territories occupied
by force must be returned.

78. In any discussion of this subject, Ecuador has
reaffirmed its recognition of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, independence
and sovereignty. Consequently, therefore, it has recog-
nized the right of the Palestinians to return to their
homes and recover their property from which they have
been dislodged and uprooted. For this reason w'. con-
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sider as null and void official actions to establish settle-
ments by force in those areas which are the traditional
property of the Palestinians. It is thus that we believe in
the right of the Palestinian people to a legal existence
and to a recognized geographical location, which
would have to be the territorial equivalent of a Palestin-
ian homeland.

79. In the consideration of this problem, the way of
negotiation is epen for the search for a peaceful solu-
tion. However, all countries must be present at the
negotiating table, and obviously the PLO must attend
on ar equal footing with the rest, because it is the
representative of the Palestinian people.

80. Likewise, the people of Israel, who have a legally
recognized existence stemming from the historic res-
~Jution of the United Nations, now deserve full respect
from the countries of the region for their right to live in
peace, within secure and recognized boundaries.

81. Ecuador therefore viewed favourably the first
agreements reached between Egypt and Israel, which
are a clear example of the aforementioned principle of
the peaceful settlement of disputes, evinced by the
strength of the peace between peoples which formerly
spent all their forces on war, as well as by the return of
certain territories. We should like to applaud this move
and the fact that certain natural resources, including
energy resousces, have been returned, a fact that is of
overriding importance for the development of the
whole region.

82. Itis only by the peaceful settlement of conflicts or
international disputes that we can achieve the non-use
of force and perhaps also disarmament, thereby liberat-
ing resources which should be devoted t> the well-being
of peoples. That is why, if draft resolutions were to be
submitted involving negative condemnations of such a
peace process, my country would feel obliged to ab-
stain in any vote that might be taken on them. We
would, however, support any activity within the United
Nations aimed at strengthening the system of the peace-
ful settlement of disputes, which has been enshrined in
the Charter of the United Nations.

83. In the general debate, the Minister for External
Re_gations of Ecuador, Mr. Alfrede Pareja Diezcanseco,
said:

““Consistent with the wishes for peaceful co-
existence professed by the Government and people
of Ecuador, I express th¢ -.cpe that tensions will be
reduced in the Middle East so that Israelis and Arabs,
with whose countries Ecuador maintains cordial rela-
tions, may share in exemplary accord in the urgent
task of peacefully developing the region. To this end,
my country believes that it is indispensable to recog-
nize the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including the restitution of the territories occupied by
force, and to reaffirm the legal existence of the State
of Israel, which was brought into being by the United
Natons.” [12th meeting, para. 218.]

84. At atime when it is more than ever necessary to
promote world peace and to seek to preserve the human
species, we believe that anything which would encour-
age countries to fight between themselves is out of
place. We believe that all these efforts would be better
spent on seeking peaceful solutions to disputes. It is for
this reason that the delegation of Ecuador expresses

every wish that a full and complete understanding will
be reached between all peoples of the Middle East,
including the Palestinian people in full possession of its
sovereignty.

85. Mr. BEDJAOUI (Algeria) (interpretation from
French): The situation of the Palestinian people con-
tinues to be a subject of serious concern for the interna-
tional community. Every year, the debate which the
General Assembly devotes to the question lays bare the
unacceptable indignity inflicted on the Palestinian
people, who have been dispersed, hounded and de-
prived of their country.

86. It would be redundant here to recount the history
of the tragedy of a people who have fallen victim to a
glaring denial of justice of which the international com-
munity was the author, immediately after the proclama-
tion in the Charter of the United Nations of a world
intended to be more peaceful and more fraternal. But it
is eminently opportune to scrutinize the threatening
horizon of the Middle East, where developments run-
ning counter to the course of history have been able
neither to give an impetus for the search for a just and
lasting peace in the region nor in any way to mitigate the
aggression and intransigence of Israel.

87. None the less, the international community has
finally taken cognizance of the martyrdom of the Pales-
tinian people and, as if to lighten the burden of its
historical responsibility, the General Assembly, by its
resolutions 3236 (XXIX) and 3237 (XXiX) of 22
November 1974, has restored to the Palestinian pecple,
who had been reduced to wanderers, the recognition of
their inalienable national rights and has admitted, in the
capacity of observer, the PLO, which embodies the
aspirations of the Pal~stinians and which guides their
struggle. This sancticaing of the struggle for natiopal
liberation has not, howe:zr, discouraged the perma-
nent conspiracy of imperialism and its tool, Zionism.
which attempts to distort this problem, from drawing
the attention of the world away from the substance of
the question of the Middle East, so as to focus it on the
effects and the sequels of the Israeli aggressions against
the Arab States bordering on occupied Palestine. In
order to weaken the vigilance of the international com-
munity and to give permanent expression to their denial
of the national existence of the Palestinian people, im-
perialism and Zionism have been able to bring over to
their side a brotherly State of the front line, whose
defection has been cruelly felt. However, this defection
has also stiffened the resolve of the Arab ranks in up-
holding the just cause of the Palestinian people, which
more than ever enjoys the active solidarity of Africa, of
the Islamic world, of the non-aligned countries, of the
socialist countries, and of other peoples and States,
including, at this juncture, even some States in the
Western world. The Camp David agreements and the
separate Peace Treaty, signed at Washington, are
fundamentally defective because they did not take into
account the Palestinian question and have, because of
the broad current of censure which they have en-
gendered throughout the world, made apparent the
danger and the futility of any approach oriented to-
wards a partial solution.

88. Finally, it has become clearly evident that nothing
can be achieved without the Palestinian people or, a
fortiori, against the Palestinian people, in any quest for
peace which purports to be serious or realistic. It is this
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conviction which justifies the interest manifested by the
delegations which took part in this debate and which
expressed their satisfaction with the approach to the
problem by the Committee on the Exercise of the In-
alienable Rights of the Palestinian People, which has
now submitted to us its report for the fourth consecu-
tive year.

89. The Algerian delegation would like also to express
its congratulations to the members of the Commitiee for
praiseworthy action on behalf of a noble cause and to
pay a particular tribute to the Chairman of the Commit-
tee, Mr. Médoune Fall, as well as to other officers of the
Committee for the dedication and the perseverance
which they have shown in discharging so difficult a
mandate.

90. My delegation agrees completely with the views
and conclusions reflected in the report of the Commit-
tee, and in particular with the practical measures sug-
gested to promote the implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Committee and of the General
Assembly.

91. Tke important and useful activity of the Commit-
tee for the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People would, however, be limited in its
scope and in its results, if it failed to find in the Security
Council the indispensable agreement and niecessary
support to strengthen the effectiveness and to enhance
the impact of these recommendations.

92. Such a contribution is not outside the power of the
Security Council, since the Charter of our Organization
has invested it with the principal responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security, which
are gravely jeopardized by the aggressive and repres-
sive acts of Israel, which are daily repeated and which
constitute so many acts of defiance against the interna-
tional community as a whole.

93. The Algerian delegation is therefore concerned
about the attitude of ‘‘wait and see’” which has been
adopted by the Security Council, whose immobility is
tragic for a people and certainly dangerous for the se-
curity of the region. The most recent illustration of this
attitude of mellow resignation by the Security Council
in its consideration of the Palestinian question is fresh
in everyone’s mind. In July and August of this year,
when it had before it a draft resolution'? *‘sober in form
and moderate in content’’, in the words of Mr. Fall,
aimed at reaffirming the inalienable rights of the Pales-
tinian people, the Security Council felt that it had to
defer its verdict, thus prolonging the suffering which
already has been endured for more than 30 years by this
afflicted people as a result of the twin effects of repres-
sion and exile.

94. The international community is entitled to expect
a unanimous decision from the Security Council, con-
sidering the question of Palestine as the essential ele-
ment in the Middle East conflict and drawing from that
all the implications for its future action, in keeping with
the relevant recommendations of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People. Nothing should induce that body to show an

12 Official Records of the Security Council, Thirtyv-fourth Year,
Supplement for July, August and September 1979, document
§/13514.

inclination to silence an inertia which could be in-
terpreted as encouraging the arrogant scorn which the
leaders of zionism have shown towards the decisions of
the Organization on this subject.

95. Israel’s blind attitude in styling the PLO ‘‘ter-
rorist’’ although it enjoys a remarkable measure of in-
ternational recognition, its ceaseless violations of the
sovereignty and integrity of Lebanon, its systematic
persecution of the Palestinian population of Lebanon,
and its treacherous determination to deprive the Arab
population of occupied Palestine by increasing the
number of settlements proceed from an evident urge for
domination and expansion which find their source in the
fusion of zionism and the imperialist interests in the
region.

96. The occupation of Arab lands, methodically
pursued despite the pressing appeal of the Security
Council, contained in its resolution 452 (1979) of 20 July
1979, is in itself eloquent proof of a systematic venture
of spoliation which, over and above the injustice in-
flicted on the Palestinian Arabs, reflects the contempt
of Israel for human rights and fundamental freedom in
the occupied territories.

97. In the face of all these challenges, the heroic
Palestine resistance is developing, keeping in check the
infernal war machine of the Zionist entity. This resist-
ance, which is inseparable from the historic process of
the rehabilitation of peoples, acts as a catalyst for the
energies latent in the Arab masses. On this score it is
assured of a perpetual renewal of its in-built capabilities
which, together with the active solidarity of other
peace-loving and justice-seeking peoples, guarantee it
final victory.

98. The moral and political responsibility of the
United I fations remains fundamental and complete. It
is a fact that the international community has reached
the conclusion that the restoration of the national rights
of the Palestinian people is a condition for any final
solution of the Middle East conflict. But there is
another stubborn fact that teaches that those who domi-
nate come to terms only under compulsion. Israel is no
exception to that rule—rebel Israel, Israel which has
the sad privilege of having merited more condemnation
and blame than any other State and which persists in
ignoring the unanimous will of the international com-
munity that justice should finally be afforded to the
Palestinian people.

93. Will the Security Council at last put its authority at
the service of the rights of the Palestinians and of a
ge.ﬁuine peace in the Middle East? We still hope that it
will.

100. Mr. KOSTOV (Bulgaria): The General Assem-
bly is compelled yet again to take up the question of
Palestine. The aspect of repetitiveness in our consid-
eration of this problem has been with us for several
sessions now. The reason for this is but one—namely.
the non-observance of clear-cut and categorical deci-
sions of the world Organization. This is what led the
Special Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People, whose report has been
submitted to the Assembly,

**...toreiterate the validity of the recommendations it
had made to the thirty-first session of the General
Assembly, which tlie Assembly had repeatedly en-
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dorsed at its thirty-first, thirty-second and thirty-

third sessions”’. [A/34/35 and Corr. 1, para. 52.]
The report points out quite correctly that the validity of
these recommendations remains undiminished by the
passage of time, their urgency highlighted by events.
Indeed, the repetitious insistence encountered both in
the discussions and in the General Assembly recom-

mendations  highlights more categorically two
conclusions.
101. First, that the question of Palestine lies at the

core of the Middle East crisis, and that without its
comprehensive and just resolution it is not possible to
defuse the explosiveness of the tensions in the area, as
it is'not possible to expect the establishment of a lasting
and just peace in the Middle East.

102. Secondly, Israel stubbornly persists in its disre-
gard of United Nations decisions concerning the fulfil-
ment of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
and refuses to listen to the voice of the international
community. The statement made yesterday by the Is-
racli representative [78th reeting] removed any
shadow of doubt that Israel has no intention of giving up
its aggressive policies, and proved that Israel continues
to regard the whole world as wrong and itself uniquely
as right.

103. All this perpetuates a rather odd paradox. On the
one hand, Israel exerts a great deal of effort to obtain de

Jjure recognition from the Arab states, while at the same .

time it denies the rights of millions of Palestinians to set
up a national state of their own.

104. During the past few years, the United Nations
has endorsed many important decisions on the question
of Palestine. Among them I should like to recall the
granting of United Nations permanent observer status
to the PLO and the recognition of the PLO as the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

105. All this notwithstanding, Israel and its sponsors
continue to withhold recognition of the PLO and refuse
to talk to its representatives. The question naturally
arises: Who should determine the representatives of the
Palestinian people if not the Palestinian people itself?
Each and every people elects its representatives itself
and supports those representatives who are genuine
spokesmen of its yearnings and aspirations. Such a
representative of the Palestinian people—and the sole
and legitimate representative, at that—is the PLO. And
the reason for that is very simple: the PLO is the only
one because the Palestinian people has so decided, and
it is legitimate because it is recognized by the world
Organization. That is why no amount of labelling
heaped on the PLO by certain quarters can diminish its
representative character or suppress its right to partici-
pate on an equal footing with the other concerned
parties in the settlement of the conflict.

106. The just struggle of the Palestinian people for
national self-determination has won the sympathies of
the whole world. The support which this struggle has
received over past years not only has not diminished,
but continues steadily to increase.

107. The right of the people of Palestine to national
self-determination and the creation of its own State has
been reaffirmed once again at the Sixth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned

Countries, held at Havana last September, at the World
Conference in Solidarity with the Arab People and their
Central Issue: Palestine, held at Lisbon at the beginning
of this month,'? and at other international forums.

108. There is an urgent necessity speedily to resolve
the Middle East question, including the question of the
rights of the Palestinian people. The General Assembly
and the Security Council in particular are in duty-bound
to undertake immediate action to ensure the implemen-
tation of resolutions and decisions adopted on this
matter.

109. The Bulgarian delegation would like to express
its full support for the work and recommendations of
the Special Committee on the Exercise of the Inalien-
able Rights of the Palestinian People.

110. The People’s Republic of Bulgaria has stated
more than once that a just settlement of the Palestinian
issue cannot be achieved outside the framework of a
comprehensive settlement of the Middle East problem.
Neither can this goal be reached through the plans for
the so-called administrative autonomy of the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip, plans which in our view are
directed not only against the Arab national liberation
movement but also against the vital interests of the
Arab people of Palestine and threaten to undermine
international détente.

111. In his message of 27 November this year to Yas-
ser Arafat, Chairman of the PLO, on the occasion of the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People, Todor Zhivkov, First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party and Pres-
ident of the State Council, stated:

““You may rest assured that the People’s Republic
of Bulgaria, true to its internationalist duty, will con-
tinue to render active support to the courageous
struggle of the heroic people of Palestine for the
triumph of their just cause.” :

112. Inconclusion, my delegation firmly believes that
the draft resolution which the General Assembly adopts
on the question of Palestine should breathe new vigour
into the efforts of the international community to bring
about a just settlement of the Middle East crisis.

113. Mr. SHIHABI (Saudi Arabia) (interpretation
from Arabic): Once.again, as we review the report of
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People, we pause here to discuss the
usurped rights of the Palestinian people and their resto-
ration to those to whom they rightfully belong, as there
is no alternative to the restoration of legitimate rights.

114. On behalf of my Government, I wish here to
thank the Chairman and members of the Committee for
their tireless efforts in portraying the truth, despite the
impediments placed in the way by Israel. I also wish to
express our very sincere thanks to Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim and his aides, who extended to the
Committee their full co-operation in accordance with
the United Nations resolutions which define the Com-
mittee’s terms of reference. The Committee, which has
submitted to us a balanced report and has attempted to

13 For the Lisbon Declaration, see Official Records of the Security
Council, Thirty-fourth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1979, document S/13656, annex.
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deal with the problem on the basis of justice and politi-
cal and humanitarian awareness, deserves the appreci-
ation of the international Organization.

115. The United Nations has increasingly become, in
many respects, a source of inspiration to the peoples of
the world as it has been transformed from an associa-
tion where political terrorism played a major role—as it
was in 1947—into an Organization reflecting the world
conscience whose resolutions are founded on justice,
the Charter and international norms. Ir. 1947, as a result
of political pressure and blackmail from world zionism
and certain States, 33 of the then 50 Member States
voted in favour of giving part of Palestine, which had
been the homeland of the Palestinian Arabs for
thousands of years, to a group of alien Zionist
immigrants.

116. The problem of Arab Palestine and the Zionist
entity established therein is the product of 30 years of
foreign colonial rule which, under its protective um-
brella and military administration, opened the door to
immigration by hordes of Zionist settlers, providing
them with military capability and enabling them to
establish fortified settlements using every colonial
method of repression against the Arabs, who were the
original inhabitants of the country. Having accom-
plished that, the colonial Power withdrew and placed
the question in the lap of the United Nations. At that
time, the United Nations represented no more than a
third of the countries of the world, since more than 100
of the current Member States had been barred from the
international community by foreign colonialism on
their soil. Thirty-three out of 50 Member States, most of
which were under extreme political pressure, voted to
grant the Zionist colonizers part of Arab Palestine,
which they named Israel. What has occurred in
Palestine is similar to what would happen in Rhodesia
and South Africa if the African populations of those two
cou?tries were to be driven out, leaving behind the
settlers.

117. The question arises why Israel and zionism do
not implement even some of the resolutions of the
United Nations and thus save themselves the embar-
rassment of world wrath and international scandals in-
volving all aspects of Israel’s internal and international
behaviour. The answer is clear, since the Israeli entity
is a product of behaviour and practices which have
violated all established statutes and laws and which are
totally rejected by the international community as being
null and void ab initio. Israel realizes that its entity,
which has been established on aggression and usurpa-
tion, is not based on international legitimacy, and there-
fore it sees no bar to the further extension of land
occupation, the establishment of settlements, the ex-
pulsion of the original inhabitants of the country and the
threatening of the security of neighbouring countries
and the region as a whole. This, it believes, is the way to
compel the international community to recognize a fait
accompli, irrespective of its remoteness from legiti-
macy. Israel is encouraged in this open defiance by the
belief that those countries which supported its illegiti-
mate creation 32 years ago will overlook all its crimes
and will compel the international community to accept
it with its indefinite boundaries.

118. Prior to 1947, zionism misled the world by stating
that Palestine was ‘‘a land without people for a people
without land’’. Thereafter the world realized that, as is

evident now, that land belonged to the Palestinian Arab
people, whose number is currently estimated at fiearly 4
million persons, deprived of their human rights by 3
million Zionist settlers gathered from various parts of
the world. International zionism is now resorting to a
new strategy in its attempts to eliminate the identity of
the Palestinian people. The Zionists are concentrating
their attacks on the PLO, which is the soie legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people. They describe
it as a terrorist organization and threaten and take puni-
tive measures against anyone who deals with it. This is
Zicnist blackmail, based on deception.

119. I wish here to address myself to those who heed
this Zionist terrorism and hesitate to recognize the PLO
and the people it represents. The PLO is the product of
the firm determination of the Palestinian people to lib-
erate their homeland and to exercise unequivocally
their rights, irrespective of the acceptance or rejection
by others. If the PLO finds the door closed to political
activity for the regaining of these usurped rights, it is
bound to resort to other than political activity.

120. On the advent of the Zionist -invasion of
Palestine, the Palestinian people were not on the way to
extinction, as desired and claimed by world zionism in
its efforts to deceive the world and to deceive the Jews
themselves. On the contrary, the Arab people in
Palestine enjoyed a national awareness and were tak-
ing part in the Arab national struggle to advance in the
field of education and civilization and to partake in the
achievements of advanced nations in all fields.

121.  Zionism has miscalculated in its perception of
the PLO, for the PLO, which is the product of the will
and determination of the Palestinian people to perse-
vere in their struggle for their rights, does not ask Israel
for recognition. It is incumbent upon others to evaluate
their interests and draw up their policies on the basis of
Jjustice and the interest of their peoples rather than
accommodate the ambitions of Israel. I should like to
ask, in this connexion, whether those States had in fact
expected the Palestinian people to stand with folded
arms, doing nothing in the face of Israeli invasion of
their country, their land and their resources. Would any
other country keep quiet when its nationals were the
object of aggression? What, then, should the answer be
when the aggression is affecting a country and a nation:
as a whole? The answer to this is the PLO, representing
the will of the Palestinian people.

122. What has the Committee done to warrant the
attack by Israel and the wrath of racist zionism? The
Committee has recognized the inadmissibility of ac-
quiring land by force and consequently called for
Israel’s total and immediate withdrawal from all oc-
cupied lands. The Committee also recognized the in-
alienable national rights of the Palestinian people, on a
par with all other peoples. The Committee confirmed
the rights of the Palestinian people to return to their
homeland, to exercise self-determination without out-
side interference and to decide the form of government
they desired.

123. What has been recognized by the Committee
coincides with the letter and spirit of the United
Nations Charter, its principles and repeated resolu-
tions, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. What the Com-
mittee has recognized in fact paves the way for peace
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and security for the million Zionists who occupied the
lands of the Arab people of Palestine and expelled those
people—if that could be understood by the leaders of
the terrorist Zionists and if their supporters dared to
confront them with the reality of the situation.

124. The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia views with serious concern the deterioration of
the situation of Palestine and, consequently, in the Mid-
die East and places full responsibility for that and for its
grave consequences on the Zionist entity and its sup-
porters or those who condone its actions. I refer in
particular, in the strongest terms, to the Zionist aggres-
sion against Jerusalem and against the Islamic Holy
Places in Palestine. I also draw the attention of the
international community and in particular the non-
Moslem States to the sentiment in the Moslem world
with regard to the Zionist aggression against Jerusalem
and against Palestine, which includes the city of Jerusa-
lem, and the desecration of Islamic Holy Places, which
is more serious than they might believe. Every support
given to zionism and to its practices and criminal ac-
tions establishes a link in the eyes of the Moslem world
between those who lend their support and the crime of
Zionist aggression.

125. Yesteraay, at the 78th meeting, we listened to the
representative of the Israeli entity audaciously distort-
ing every right stipulated in the articles of the Charter.
He had the nerve to claim that Israel had come into
existence as a result of the exercise of the right of
self-determination by the Jews. I cannot visualize what
right he had in mind and what determination he was
referring to. Just imagine that a Jew residing in Poland
can exercise his right of self-determination by expelling
the Palestinian people from their homeland and replac-
ing them by force of arms. Would this be a determina-
tion of his own destiny or the misuse of a determination
of the destiny of another people? As for the British
Mandate, to which he referred, this was unacceptable
on the basis of the causes which led to it, on the basis of
its practices and of its consequences—and what terrible
consequences. Among those consequences have been
the Zionist crimes in the land of Palestine since the
beginning of colonialism in Palestine in 1919 and the
stream of inaccuracies and distortions to which we have
been listening and which have become the specialty of
the representative of Israel. What can they offer other
than this, for they know that truth will take its course
leading to implementation regardiess of the extent of
distortion and regardless of time?

126. As I have already stated, Israeli violations of
resolutions, provisions of the Charter and rights have
continued to accumulate. We are required to implement
all the resolutions of the United Nations which were
adopted to rectify the crooked path created by the
Balfour Declaration and confirmed by the partition res-
olution. Without a just and equitable solution to the
problem of Palestine, the Middle East will never gain
tranquillity and peace will not prevail despite all the
efforts that we make, for it is essential in the first place
to deal with the causes of the disease and not its symp-
toms. We have before us a tragedy caused by the worst
type of injustice, and the consequences of injustice are
indeed very ominous. Nevertheless, victory will be for
truth regardless of any forgery of facts.

127. Mr. B. C. MISHRA (India): It was the United
Nations General Assembly which, by its resolution 181

(ID), partitioned Palestine in 1947 in order to create two
States, namely, Israel and Arab Palestine. While the
State of Israel was promptly established, the people of
Palestine have yet to achieve the objective of creating
their own State despite the passage of 32 years.

128. Both in view of its responsibility for the partition
of Palestine and in accordance with Article 77 of the
Charter, the United Nations remains the trustee of the
rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to
self-determination and to a nation-State of their own.
The failure to resolve the question of Palestine
threatens international peace and security. This is
another overriding reason why the United Nations
must resolve the question of Palestine in a just, equita-
ble and peaceful manner.

129. The recent deterioraticn of the situation in the
occupied Palestinian territories and in Southern Leba-
non lends even greater urgency to the need for effective
United Nations action. The report of the Security
Council Commission established under resolution 446
(1979),14 which was endorsed by Council resolution 452
(1979) in July this year, has confirmed the worst fears of
the international community regarding the policies
pursued by Israel in the occupied territories. That re-
port describes in a factual and impartial manner the
wilful, systematic and large-scale violation by Israel of
the most fundamental rights of the Palestinian people.
The continued escalation of Israeli acts of aggression in
Scuthern Lebanon bears testimony to the belligerent
intentions of the Government of Isracl in total disregard
of the most elementary norms of international
behaviour.

130. Much has been said in favour of and against the
Camp David agreements both in this Assembly and in
other forums. 1 wish briefly to clarify the position of
India on this matter. The sovereign right of any State to
enter into treaties and agreements on bilateral matters
is not in question. However, the agreements cannot.
presume to settle matters affecting others who are not
contracting parties. In regard to the people of Palestine,
there is general international recognition of the PLO as
being their only genuine representative. It is for that
reason that the PLO is here among us with the status of
observer. We cannot agree that any agreement to which
the PLO is not a party should seek to impose on the

Palestinian people a predetermined settlement.

131. Whether we condemn, deplore or merely ex-
press regret at the conclusion of the Camp David
agreements is peripheral to the central issue. The cen-
tral issue is that the agreements, far from bringing peace
to western Asia and fulfilling the national rights and
aspirations of the Palestinian people, have willy-nilly
exacerbated the situation. The continued policy of an-
nexation by Israel of land and water resources in the
occupied Palestinian areas and its continued acts of
aggression against Lebanon clearly suggest that the
situation has deteriorated since the signing of the
agreements.

132. In this context we should like to reiterate our
position that the United Nations remains responsible
for securing the free exercise of the national rights of

14 Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-fourth Year,
Supplement for July, August and September 1979, documents S/
13450 and Add. 1.
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the Palestinian people. We are also convinced of the
need for a comprehensive settlement which envisages
the total and unconditional Israeli withdrawal from all
Arab territories occupied since 1967, including the
Holy City of Jerusalem, the recognition of the inalien-
able rights of the Palestinian Arab people, including the
right to establish an independent State in their home-
land and, finally, the right of all States in the region to
live within secure borders.

133.  As a member of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, In-
dia is a party to the recommendations of the Committee
which were submitted to the Security Council and
which are again before the Assembly. I shall not go into
the substance of these recommendations, which con-
tain a phased and time-bound programme for the res-
olution of the question of Palestine. The Chairman of
the Committee has on several occasions made convin-
cing presentations of these recommendations. We
should like to say, however, that these recom-
mendations were forwarded to the Security Council
with the sincere objective of peacefully resolving a
complex problem which has defied several attempts to
arrive at a solution through the application of force. The
Security Council alone has the authority and power to
implement them. It is, therefore, incumbent upon the
Security Council to examine these recommendations
objectively and to act upon them in order to maintain
international peace and security. Till that happens, the
vicious cycle of violence will continue to the detriment
not only of the interests of the Palestinian people but,
ultimately, also of the interests of Israel.

134. There are probably few other items on the
agenda of this session of the General Assembly which
are of more direct concern to the international commu-
nity than the question of Palestine. What is called the
question of the Middle East is inseparably linked to the
question of Palestine. It is the root cause of four wars in
western Asia. So long as there is no just settlement of
this problem, the international community cannot be
certain from day to day whether the morrow will not
bring the news of yet another conflagration in this area.
People who have been uprooted from their homes, bru-
tally driven from their country, forced to make homes
in refugee camps and live on international dole for three
decades will not rest content until their basic human
rights and their legitimate national rights have been
restored to them. No people should find it easier to
understand this basic fact than the people of Israel.

135. Mr. TUENI (Lebanon) (interpretation from
Arabic): The General Assembly is discussing the ques-
tion of Palestine this year in a unique framework, which
is different from that in which our debates took place
during preceding years, before the establishment of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People and the presentation of its re-
ports and recommendations. Even though some people
though that we were getting closer to peace, the situa-
tion in the Middle East has again become inflamed and
international peace and security are more threatened
than ever before. As for the question of Palestine,
which some people thought would be settled by a peace
arrived at elsewhere, it has reappeared in wider per-
spectives of Arab and international solidarity, which
give it historical dimensions that are rare in the history
of any revolution.

136. All these events strengthen the conviction of
those who favour peace, as we do, that partia] solu-
tions, despite any personal contribution involved,
make the crisis more complex in so far as they take us
away from the substance of the problem. Thus, the
prospects of a comprehensive peace are diminishing,
even though the aim was to come closer to peace.

137. Inview of this background, we must apologize to
the Assembly because some of the things that we shall
say may be beyond the framework of the report of the
Committee which is submitted for our consideration
and which preceding speakers have discussed at length.
We should like to submit to the members of this Assem-
bly some observations which have been inspired by the
Lebanese experience and by relations between the Pal-
estinians and the Lebanese during the last 30 years,
which have been the most tragic and the most delicate
years in our modern hsitory for both the Lebanese and
the Palestinian peoples.

138. First, I should like to say that, since the Palestin-
ian cause is at the heart of the Middle East problem,
there can be no peace in the Middle East without a
Palestinian peace. But peace in Lebanon, although it is
is linked to the solution of the Palestinian question,
cannot in its turn wait for the settlement of the crisis in
the Middle East. Furthermore, we simply cannot
achieve peace in the Middle East if the war in Lebanon
continues. There will be no peace in the Middle East if
Lebanon remains a continuous battlefield as a price for
peace.

139. The experience that both peoples have had, Pal-
estinians and Lebanese, has led us to this bitter conclu-
sion: as peace in Lebanon fell victim to the Palestinain
wars, we are afraid that peace in Palestine, which is
today within reach, will in turn fall victim to the war or
even wars in Lebanon.

146. Secondly, the Palestinian peace cannot be
genuine if it is not peace in the territory and peace for
the people at the same time, in other words the return of
the people to their land. Thus, any attempt to establish
peace in the territory in the absence of that people
would be useless. The same will be true of any peace
imposed on the Palestinian people in exile and dis-
persed throughout the world, if it is not accompanied by
affirmation of the right of return to their land and the
exercise of their legitimate national rights in that land,
including the right to establish an independent State
that will express the national ideatity of Palestine and
the attributes of political sovereignty.

141. Thirdly, all of us, Palestinians and Lebanese are
required—not to speak of the obligations of our interna-
tional Organization—to resist the Israeli conspiracy
which represents an attempt to incite Palestinian migra-
tion to a substitute country and government. That cons-
piracy, through hypocrisy and subterfuge, assumes
many aspects, sometimes even going so far as to ex-
press the very demands of the Palestinians themselves
and to create the conditions they seek, without the
participation of Palestinian authorities. This has hap-
pened in the secondary wars that have flared up in
Lebanon, wars that are designed to divert the Palestin-
ian command and the fighters in that country from their
true objectives so as to sap their strength and separate
them from their closest natural allies, while giving to
their common enemies an excuse to shed crocodile
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tears over the ruins and to build walls, c¥2n boundaries
of haired, resentment and doubt.

142. Fourthly, the Palestinian revolution, by adhering
to the Security Council resolutions on Southern Leba-
non and assuming the role of an international partici-
pant for the maintenance of peace, as reaffirmed here
by its representative, Mr. Farouk Qaddoumi [77th
meeting], in his analysis of the resolutions and deci-
sions of the Tenth Arab Summit Conference. The Pales-
tinian revolution has undertaken responsibilities which
may be regarded as diplomatic. These responsibilities
go hand in hand with the sympathy shown by many
countries for the PLO, and reinforce that sympathy to
the point where that organization has become not only
the sole legitimate representative of the Paiestinian
people, but also the government of the Palestinian
cause, in exile as well as in the occupied territoires, and
the guardian liberation movement for the rights of Pal-
estinians. It alone is responsible for Palestinian partici-
pation in the restoration of peace in the Middle East.

143. My fifth and last comment is that the character of
the political struggle which we are now witnessing can-
not change and will not change the revolutionary
methods of the PLO, which must retain its essential
nature as a liberation movement. For this, two closely
related are indispensable: the fact that it is a liberation
movement and the fact that it can liberate the territory
from within, where the Israeli occupation exists. Con-
sequently, peace in Lebanon would not mean a surren-

der but would rather allow it to transfer the revolution’

to its true territory, to its historical homeland, where its
roots are to be found.

144. These are some observations which have been
inspired by the report of the Committee which is now
before us. My remarks were also prompted by our own
experience in our sorely tried country, Lebanon. We
have finally understood as a result of that experience
that the world has tried to remove one injustice by
replacing it with another. From one tragedy another,
indeed many tragedies are born. Ruin and expulsion
have brought about more ruin and expulsion.

145. Therefore together and within the framework of
Arab solidarity, excluding any derogations, we have a
mission involving mutual rights and obligations, which
is inspired by respect for the sacred chracter of
Lebanese sovereignty over Lebanese territory and for
freedom of decision for the Palestinians in regard to the
future of the Palestinian cause.

146. The goal is clear and evident. On the one hand, a
Palestinian peace must be established by the creation of
a Palestinian State, and, on the other a total and uncon-
ditional Lebanese peace must also be established in
conformity with Security Council resolutions.

147. Then and only then will Lebanon’s concern for
its own preservation become a source of strength, trust
and sympathy for the Palestinians, just as the support of
the Palestinian cause is a source of strength trust and
sympathy for the Arabs of Lebanon.

148. Mr. THUNBORG (Sweden): The peoples of the
Middle East have all too long had to live in uncertainty
and anguish over the possibility of further acts of vio-
lence and new wars. These tensions continue to pose a
threat to world peace. Experience shows only too well

that the use of military force does not lead to peace and
security in that region. Efforts to achieve peace through
negotiations must continue.

149. The Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel'’
was therefore a welcome first step towards breaking the
vicious circle of violence and hatred which has
characterized the Middle East for the last 30 years. It
seems obvious that peace between Israel and Egypt
diminishes the immediate risks of war in the area.
Furthermore, one should not underestimate the posi-
tive psychological effects of the fact that those two
countries have been able to make peace with one
another. The Peace Treaty also constitute, in our view,
a corrected application of Security Council resolutions
242 (1967) and 338 (1973) as regards the relationship
between Egyot and Israel.

150. However, we are also aware that the Treaty be-
tween Egypt and Israel does no* represent a compre-
hensive solution to the conflict in “he Middle East. Such
a solution will not be within reach unless the central
issue in this whole conflict—the Palestinian question—
is solved.

151. While those parts of the Treaty which concern
bilateral relations between Egypt and Israel appear to
be being implemented in a satisfactory manner, negoti-
ations between Egypt, Israel and the United States on
the establishment of self-rule in the West Bank and in
Gaza have exposed deep differences of opinion be-
tween the parties. Egypt and the United States, for their
part, seek to establish a form of self-rule for the Pales-
tinians that would be as far-reaching as possible. Israel,
on the other hand, seems primarily inclined to limit this
self-rule to nothing more than the framework of the
Existing local administration in the West Bank and in
aza.

152. 1t is therefore a serious matter indeed that the
Israeli Government conti~ues to pursue its settlement .
policy in the occupied territories, in violation of inter-
national laws. For a long time, the Swedish Govern-
ment has repeatedly expressed its firm rejection of this
policy. The recent decision to allow any acquisition of
privately owned land in these areas causes deep con-
cern. Moreover, Israel’s policy of gradually taking con-
trol over water resources in the West Bank is in conflict
with the declared aim of giving the Palestinians full
self-rule. Also, Israel’s apparent claims to supremacy
in the occupied territories render a peaceful soltuion
even more difficult.

153. Peace in the Middle East cannot be brought
about by violence, a violence that breeds counter-
violence. The civilians in Lebanon have this year been
subjected to repeated and massive acts of violence lead-
ing to the deaths of more than 600 people, the wounding
of ten times as many and the forced exodus of hundreds
of thousands fleeing from their homes.

154. A setilement of the Middle East conflict must
satisfy two central requirements. One is Israel’s right.to
continued existence within secure and recognized
borders. The other is the recognition of the Palestin-
ians’ legitimate national rights. These include the right
of the Palestinians, should they so wish, to establish a

15 Peace Treaty between the Arab Republic of Egypt and the State
of Israel, signed at Washington on 26 March 1979.
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State of their own, living in peace side by side with
Israel. In accordance with these principles, the Pales-
tinians must also recognize the right of Israel to exist, as
Israel must recognize the right of the Palestinians to
self-determination.

155. Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338
(1973) must continue to be the foundation for a peaceful
settlement. However, it has long been obvious that
‘these resolutions are not sufficient. They must be sup-
plemented by the recognition of the legitimate national
rights of the Palestinian people and of their right to
determine their own future. We would welcome the
Security Council’s taking a supplementary decision to
this effect.

156. A final peace settlement can be comprehensive
and lasting only if all parties concerend, including the
PLO, participate in it. The Palestinians must therefore
be represented in all negotiations concerning their own
future. The fact that we consider the PLO to be rep-
resentative of the Palestinians has nothing to do with
our view of the organization’s political goals or its
methods. We wish emphatically to emphasize that a
settlement in the Middle East conflict must be reached
not by force but by peaceful negotiations. All parties
concerned must show responsibility and support efforts
to move the peace process forward. A comprehensive
‘and lasting peace can only be achieved through far-
reaching compromises by all parties involved, includ-
ing the PLO.

157. The Swedish Government is well aware that the
history of the Jewish people is full of persecution and
painful memories. This constitutes the background of
the creation of the State of Israel. Israel has given
refuge and security to hundreds of thousands of Jews in
distress, and it has become a living democracy.

158. At the same time, we consider that the
Palestinians—a people that, like the Jewish people also
have their historical roots in the area—likewise have a
right to have their demands for self-determination met.
The Palestinians too must, after many years of misery
and uncertainty, now have a home of their own.

159. Mr. AL-SAFFAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from
Arabic): The Palestinian question is one of the most
important items on the agenda of the General Assem-
bly. The United Nations has studied this question for
more than 30 years now, and during that time it has
made continous efforts to find the best means of resolv-
ing this question by applying the many resolutions
adopted by this Organization. But Israel, throughout
this entire period, has raised one obstacle after another
in order to prevent the implementation of these resolu-
tions and has brought in Jews from various regions of
the world and implanted them in Palestine. This policy
of aggression and the intransigent positions which
Israel has adopted have led to outbreaks of war in the
region, resulting in the domination of Israel over all
Palestinian territories and parts of neighbouring Arab
territories. i

160. The Israelis, since the beginning of their aggres-
sion against the Palestinians in 1948, have done every-
thing within their power to drive the Palestinians from
the towns and villages where they were living in an
orderly manner, to turn them into refugees in neigh-
bouring Arab countries. Those who remained have en-

dured and still endure the humiliations of occupation.
The report of the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
PczPulation of the Occupied Territories [A/34/631] pro-
vides ample and precise proof of the violation of human
rights which the Palestinians people are suffering at the
hands of the Israeli occupation authorities in the West
Bank and in the Gaza Strip.

161. On 11 December 1948 the General Assembly
adopted resolution 194 (III), in paragraph 11 of which it
resolves that the refugees wishing to return to their
homes should be permitted to do so and that compensa-
tion should be paid to those choosing not to return. But
Israel has refused to act in conformity with this resolu-
tion and has done everything within its power to pre-
vent the implementation of its provisions. At the same
time, Israel has expropriated the possessions of these
refugees, seized their farms and eliminated many vil-
lages, replacing them by Jewish settlements, despite
the fact that it stated, upon becoming a Member of this
Organization, that it would abide by the principles of
the Charter. Israel aslo agreed to the implementation of
General Assembly resolutions, in particular, resolution
181 (II), of 29 November 1947, pertaining to the parti-
tion of Palestine, and resolution 194 (III), in which the
Assembly resolved that the refugees wishing to return
to their homes should be permitted to do so, in order to
promote a peacefui adjustment of the future situation of
Palestine. '

162. In this respect it should be mentioned that on 29
November 1948 the Security Council refused Israel’s
first request to join the United Nations on the ground of
its lack of co-operation in the implementation of United
Nations resolutions pertaining to the question of
Palestine. Subsequently, on 11 May 1949, Israel be-
came a Member of the Organization [resolution 273
(I11)], largely as a result of the application of pressure
applied by certain Western States on certain permanent
members of the Security Council and Israel’s undertak-
ing to respect the principles of the Charter and the
resolutions of the United Nations. Israel is the only

- country that has been established by a resolution of the

United Nations on land that has been seized from its
real owners. If at the time of its foundation Israel had
applied those resolutions and allowed the refugees to
return to their homes, the Palestinian issue would never
have become so complicated.

163. For more than 30 years the Palestinian people
have been enduring deprivation and dispersal. This is
without precedent in the history of any other people. A
people being humiliated and deprived of the exercise of
their national and inalienable rights despite the clear
stipulations in the resolutions of the General Assembly.
The responsibility for these inhuman acts must be
borne, first of all, by Israel. It is Israel that has waged
repeated wars of aggression against the Palestinian
people and against its Arab neighbours. Israel has also
deceived international public opinion over the past 3¢
years and has made the Palestinians a scattered and
displaced people. This responsibility must be borne
also by certain Western countries that have supported
and continue to support and uphold Israel in its ex-
pansionist and aggressive policies. This encourages
Israel to continue its occupation of the Arab and Pales-
tinian territories and to increase its barbaric acts.

164. Israel is continuing its occupation of Palestinian
and Arab territories under the pretext that its security is
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being threatned. This is only one of the sly methods
used by Israel in order to maintain its occupation of the
Arab territories.

165. Israel is occupying territories of a surface area
ten times greater than that of the territory allotted to it
in 1947 when this Assembly adopted the decision on the
partition of Palestine. And despite all this the Arab
countries which are directly concerned, during the past
10 years, have invited all the peoples to find a just and
peaceful solution that would guarantee the legitimate
rights of the people in the region and the security of
their verritory, in accordance with Security Council
resolution 242 (1967), which reaffirms, inter alia, the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of land by force.

166. In actual fact, Israel approved the Security
Council resolution, but has not implemented its provi-
sions. It has waged war, carried out raids, and con-
tinues to do so against the Palestinian people and other
Arab countries. The last of which is Lebanon. Israel ha
also refused to apply the resolutions and recom-
mendations of the United Nations concerning the rec-
ognition of the national rights of the Palestinian people,
including their right to self-determination and to the
creation of their own independent state on their na-
tional territory. Indeed, the Israeli authorities continue
knowingly to practise—under the protection of military
occupation—a policy of colonization and annexation of
those Arab territories which Israel has occupied since
1967. Israel has created and continues to create many
Jewish settlements in the occupied territories, and in
particular on the West Bank, in East Jerusalem and in
the Gaza Strip, thereby pursuing its expansionist policy
which is designed to annex those territories to Israel
once and for all.

167. Despite Israeli intransigence and Israeli policy of
aggression against the Palestinian people, the Palestin-
ians have refused in the past and continue to refuse
today—particularly those who live in the occupied
territories—to accept that policy and the campaigns
that being launched by the Israeli Government and its
supporters. This people has reaffirmed its will to pursue
its national struggle to achieve the liberation of its terri-
tory and its homeland, and recover its legitimate right to
return to that homeland. The Palestinians are further
strengthened in this by the international conviction that
has emerged and crystallized regarding the importance
of those rights.

168. More than ever before, activities over the past
two years have confirmed the fact that the Palestinian
question is at the very heart of the Arab-Israeli conflict.
The events of the past two years have also reaffirmed
the need for the international community to act swiftly
in order that a just and equitable solution be found to the
Palestinian question, so that this may lead to a real and
lasting peace in the Middle East.

169. All previous and present attempts, however im-
portant, to find a partial solution to the problem of the
Middle East, will never lead to a just and lasting peace
in the region. Quite the contrary, they will lead to a
further deterioration of the situation, will aggravate the
problem and at the same time encourge the Israeli Gov-
ernment to continue its wilful and stubborn aggressive
policy of futhering its expansionist designs.

170. Any just solution of the problem of the Middle
East can only be found after the total withdrawal of
Israeli occupying troops from all Arab lands and the
establishemnt of an independent Palestinian State in
Palestine. Therefore, we must disregard the conclusion
of agreements or treaties such as the Camp David
agreements. We can only give recognition to such in-
struments if they include the participation of all parties
involved, including the equal participation of the PLO,
which is the sole legitimate representative of the Pales-
tinian people.

171. Any recommendation or resolution adopted for
the settlement of the Palestinian question without the
active participation of the PLO cannot be recognized as
a valid legal iastrument and will therefore never lead to
a final solution to the conflict in the Middie east and the
very heart of that conflict, which is the question of
Palestine.

172. My delegation supports the results and the main
recommendations that appear in the report of the Com-
mittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People. On this occasion I should like to
convey my very sincere appreciation and thanks to the
Chairman of the Committee, Ambassador Fall, for the
remarkable work that has been carried out and for the
efforts made. We would also thank the Vice-Chairman,
the Rapporteur and all members of the Committee for
their efforts in support of the Palestinian cause, aimed
as these are to ensure respect for the Charter of the
United Nations and its purposes.

173. Mr. FILALI (Morocco) (interpretation from
French): The General Assembly is once again seized of
the question of Palestine and the report of the Commit-
tee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People.

174. I would at the outset take this opportunity of
paying a heartfelt tribute to the Committee and to its
illustrious Chairman, Mr. Fall of Senegal, for the out-
standing way in which the Committee has accom-
plished its most difficult task.

175. The Committee is working, as everyone is
aware, in extremely difficult circumstances, first and
foremost because of the lack of any co-operation what-
soever from one of the parties concerned and also be-
cause there is not now, in the present international
situation, a sufficiently sincere political will to effect the
changes necessary for the achievement of a just and
lasting solution to the Palestinian problem.

176. The principal organ of the United Nations sys-
tem responsible for guaranteeing international peace
and security, namely the Security Council, still refuses
to co-operate loyally with the Committee on the Exer-
cise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
in contravention of the repeated resolutions adopted by
the Assembly.

177. But the Committee has been able, despite every- - .

thing, to take up in a fully objective manner this ques-
tion of Palestine, to analyse the basic facts of the situa-
tion and to present to the General Assembly a plan fora
settlement that is both just and practical. That achieve-
ment compels the admiration of all men of good will in
the international community. The General Assembly
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has already endorsed the settlement plan conceived by
the Committee.

178. It is quite obvious today that the international
community is fully aware of the gravity of the situation
in the Middle East region and the threat created by this
situation for international peace and security. At the
same time, the international community has gradually
become convinced of the justice of the cause of the
Palestinian people, which today enjoys almost unani-
mous support.

179. Everybody realizes today that, for the achieve-
ment of a just and viable solution of the Middle East
crisis, it is essential that the Palestinian factor should be
taken into account and recognized as decisive. No real
peace can be established in that part of the world with-
out the exercise by the Palestinian pecple of its inalien-
able rights: its right to return to its homeland, its right to
self-determination and its right to the establishment of
its own sovereign State on its national territory.

180. The PLO, the authentic representative of the
Palestinian people, today enjoys the admiration and
respect of the international community as a whole and
the recognition that it is an essential and valid
spokesman. It cannot be too often repeated that any
attempt to attain a settlement of the question of
Palestine which does not take this fact into account is
doomed to failure.

181. These are real facts which cannot be ignored by
any authorities. However, the General Assembly has
had to take up consideration of this extremely im-
portant question again, a question which it has been
discussing for the last three decades and more, be-
cause, unfortunately, anachronistic policies are still be-
ing pursued which ignore the obvious facts of the
situation.

182. Israel persists in defying all the rules of interna-
tional law and all resolutions of the General Assembly
concerning the legitimate and inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people. After having tried in vain to destroy
the national Palestinian entity and physically and politi-
cally liquidate the Palestinian people, Israel is trying
desperately to impede by all means available to its any
serious attempt to provide a just and lasting soluton to
the Palestinian problem.

183. Israel continues to disregard even the existence
of the Palestinian people, who have a right to live in
sovereignty and in peace and to establish an indepen-
dent State on their national territory. In order to pre-
vent the only possible settlement, Israel cynically and
systematically proceeds to create new complications
by expropriating lands in the occupied Arab territories
and establishing new Israeli settlements there.

184. The gravity of these criminal practices led the
Security Council, on the prompting of the Committee
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestin-
ian People, to create a Commission to examine the
situation relating to settlements in the Arab territories
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem.

185. The Commission established that the Israeli
Government had delibertely engaged in a wilful, sys-
.tematic and large-scale policy of establishing settle-

ments in the occupied territories, and that in pursuance
of this policy Israel acted in defiance of fundamental
human rights, including in particular the right of the
refugees to return to their homeland. The Security
Council Commission also established that, by its very
nature, this policy introduced profound and irreversible
changes of a geographical and demographic nature in
those territories, including Jerusalem, and that these
changes constituted a violation of the fourth Geneva
Convention and relevant decisions adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly. By its resolution 452 (1979), the Council
endorsed the recommendations of the Commission.

186. Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories
confirm our conviction that Israel is currently imple-
menting throughout Palestinian territory the designs of
an unnatural, racist, anti-democratic State that is based
on the superiority of one element of the population
maintained to the detriment of the others, which are
regarded as of no importance and, perhaps, destined to
disappear owing to the constant influx of immigrants of
the Jewish persuasion who automatically attain the
status of citizens and at once enjoy all rights, including
the right to seize Palestinian property.

187. We are now facing a very serious situation. It is
quite obvious that the Israeli authorities are playing
with fire.

188. World opinion, as we have seen, has become
aware of the gravity of this situation. Both at the official
level and within the field of activities of the non-
governmental organizations the cause of the Palestinian
people is gaining ground and Israe!l is becoming more
and more isolated. We can see, likewise, that the entire
region of the Middle East could flare up in a new de-
structive war if a rapid solution of a just and equitable
nature is not found to the Palestinian problem. Such a
flare-up would undoubtedly represent a serious and
genuine threat to international peace and security
throughout the world.

189. The terms of such a settlement are those recog-

" nized by the various international bodies. The Islamic

Confernece, the OAU and the non-aligned movement
have without exception reiterated, together with the
League of Arab States and the United Nations General
Assembly, that the solution lies in the withdrawal of
Israel from occupied Arab territories, including Jerusa-
lem, and the exercise by the Palestinian people of its
inalienable right to return to its homeland, its right to
self-determination and to establish its own sovereign
independent State on its national territory.

190. The international community which, through its
representatives in this Assembly, adopted a plan for a
settlement bsed on these principles has a duty to spare
no efforts to achieve the realizationof that plan.

191. The Security Council, having disregarded the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People and the appeals of the General
Assembly, has made a first gesture, in establishing the
Commission which I have mentioned and adopting its
recommendations.

192. We believe, hoever, that the role of the Security
Council is far more important. Its responsibilities for
safeguarding international peace and security are much
broader than this. The Charter of the United Nations
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endows the Security Council with effective means ot
persuasion in the matter of strengthening the law and
the chances for peace in the world. Any hesitation or
any weakness in the face of the events that have occur-
red would be likely to encourage aggression and ex-
acerbate injustices.

193. We whould like to take this opportunity to appeal
urgently to all who may have an influence on the course
of events in the region to take due account of the real
elements of the problem and to make a sincere and
effective contribution to a just settlement which would
guarantee to the Palestinian people, as to all peoples of
the world, its right to live in dignity in the framework of
its own independent and sovereign State.

194. The peace and security of the entire Middle East
region, and hence of the entire world, depends on it.

195. Mr. ZACHMANN (German Democratic Repub-
lic): Once again, the General Assembly has to deal with
the question of Palestine since it has become evident
that, as long as there is no solution to the crucial ques-
tion of the Middle East conflict—namely, the imple-
mentation of the legitmate rights of the Arab people of
Palestine—the world Organization will always be faced
with a further aggravation of the situation in the region,
despite the decisions it has adopted with a view to
bringing about a lasting, comprehensive and just peace
settlement in the Middle East.

196. As we all know, during the last months events in
the Middle East have taken a dramatic turn because
attempts at enforcing one-sided interests have only en-
couraged the aggressor. The imperialist policy of con-
cluding separate deals has erected new obstacles which
impede a comprehensive solution of the Middle East
conflict. The present situation in Southern Lebanon
and in the Israeli-occupied Arab territories has resulted
from Israel’s intensified policy of occupation and col-
onization which, in its expanding dimensions, poses an
ever greaier threat to world peace.

197. The terrorist act of arresting the Mayor of the
town of Nablus, if looked at in the light of the actual
circumstances, clearly shows the objective which
Israel is pursuing with its concept of so-called auton-
omy for the population. This no doubt will shatter even
the remaining illusions about the character and purpose
of the negotiations on the granting of a so-called auton-
omy in the Israeli-occupied Arab territories. This so-
called autonomy is intended to preserve the colonial
system practised in all Israeli-occupied Arab territories
and to continue the exploitation of local resources.

198. In defiance of the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and relevant United Nations decisions,
Israel’s policy is aimed at forcing the Arab people of
Palestine to continue to live in exile, incapacitating that
eople politically and making them heipless and de-
enceless against Israel’s arbitrary rule. This is
evidenced by, among others, the policy of the Israeli
authorities to deprive about 1 million Palestinians living
in the Israeli-occupied Arab territories of their means of
existence. However, this calculation will not work out,
as has often been the case with imperialist interests.

199. The Arab peoples dispose of all the necessary
means to defend their national rights, and the over-

whelming majority of the States Members of the United
Nations actively support them in their just struggle.

700. A few days ago, at Tunis, the Tenth Arab Summit
Conference reaffirmed the principles and decisions
adopted at the ninth Arab Summit Conference, held at
Baghdad in November 1978, and condemned and re-
jected imperialist manoeuvres to undermine Arab unity
and split the Palestinian people and their liberation
or'ganization, the PLO.

201. The experiences that the Arab peoples gathered
in their struggle underscore the necessity further to
comnsolidate the unity of action between the Arab States
and to wage a resolute struggle against the sell-out of
the Arab peoples’ national interests.

2072. The PLO plays a decisive role in this struggle. Its
constructive and effective contributions and en-
deavours to achieve a just and durable peace settlement
ir. the Middle East have considerably added to its inter-
national reputation. An ever greater number of Govern-
ments and an evergrowing proportion of the public, in
Western countries as well, recognize that the PLO, as
the sole and legitimate representative of the Arab
people of Palestine, cannot be ignored in the process of
solving the Middle East conflict. Ever more often, de-
mands are being voiced for the participation, on an
equal footing, of the PLO in a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace settlement in the Middle East. Circles in

‘which people take a realistic view have increasingly

come to normalize their relations with the PLO. Inter-
national public opinion has, with growing clarity,
identified the separate deals concluded as a dangerous
obstacle to stable peace in the Middle East. To an ever
growing extent, it is being recognized that the imple-
mentation of the legitimate rights of the Arab people of
Palestine must indeed include the establishment of an
independent Palestinian State.

203. Taking account of these developments,. im-

erialist quarters supporting Israel are taking pains to
ook for a way out by indulging in a variety of ma-
noeuvres. In an attempt to conceal their position, which
is contrary to the interests of the Arab people of
Palestine, and by denying them the right to self-
determination and to the establishment of an indepen-
dent State of their own, the Israelis speak in favour of a
so-called autonomy for the population—an autonomy
that would exclude the territory. The contradiction,
however, between imperialist objectives, on the one
hand, and the vital interests of the Arab people of
Palestine, on the other, cannot be glossed over, let
alone resolved, by any manoeuvres.

204. The policy of negating the crucial question un-
derlying any Middle East settlement has long failed also
in the United Nations. Since the twenty-ninth session
of the General Assembly, attempts to look at the Pales-
tinian question as a mere refugee problem had to be
abandoned. The PLO has been recognized as the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.
Nevertheless, to date certain members of the Security
Council have not been able to make up their minds and
agree that the PLO should participate on an equal foot-
ing in Security Council meetings dealing with issues of
immediate concern to the Palestinian people. Their at-
titude reveals their true political goals. In addition,
those very political motivations have, of necessity, led
to certain events which we still recall quite vividly.
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205. The recent meeting of the Central Council of the
PLO warned of imperialist attempts to undermine Arab
steadfastness, to sow discord and to divert attention
from the actual dangers resulting from a continuation of
the policy of separate deals. The PLO’s Central Council
emphasized that the Palestinian people will unswerv-
ingly continue the struggle to implement their legitimate
national rights. This struggle has the unqualified sup-
port of the German Democratic Republic.

206. My delegation expresses the hope that the
United Nations will further intensify its efforts to se-
cure implementation of the rights of the Palestinian
people. As a member of the Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, the
German Democratic Republic makes a constructive
contribution to this end.

207. The position of the German Democratic Repub-
lic regarding a comprehensive political solution of the
Middle East conflict and the bringing about of a just and
durable peace in the region is unequivocally clear. On
the occasion of a visit to the People’s Democratic Re-
public of Yemen, the Chairman of the Council of State
of the German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker,
declared on 18 November 1979:

‘“We advocate a just settlement of the Middle East
conflict. Israel must withdraw its troops from all
Arab territories occupied in 1967. The Arab people of
Palestine must be guaranteed their inalienable na-
tional rights, including the right to establish a State of
their own. These two demands, which are organically
inter-related, constitute the fundamental prerequisite
for a just and durable peace, for the independent
existence and the security of the States and peoples
in the region. We support the efforts jointly underta-
ken by all Arab States which offer resistance to the
imperialist policy of separate deals and which
courageously, persistently and with far-sightedness
defend the national interests of the Arab peoples.”

208. Permit me, on the eve of the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People, to reaffirm to the
Palestinian people and their legitimate representative,
.the PLO, that the people and the Government of the
Qgrman Democratic Republic stand firmly by their
side.

209. Mr. KEATING (Ireland): Among the many
problems with which our Organization is charged, the
question of Palestine remains one of particular diffi-
culty which requires unceasing and responsible efforts
towards a just and lasting solution. Instability in the
Middle East is a chronic source of tension and anxiety
in the world. In any over-all settlement of the problems
of the area a just solution of the Palestinian problem is
an essential element. For their part, the nine countries
members of the European Community, on whose be-
half I speak today, reaffirm their commitment to assist,
in every way appropriate, towards achievement of such
a solution.

210. Inhis statement on behalf of the nine countries in
the general debate on 25 September, the Foreign Minis-
ter of Ireland, Mr. Michael O’Kennedy, stressed once
again the four grinciples of the London Declaration of
29 June 1977:!

16 Declaration on the Middle East adopted by the Heads of State or
Government of the European Communities on 29 June 1977 in
London at the meeting of the European Council.

‘“These principles are: first, the inadmissibility of
the acquisition of territory by force; secondly, the
need for Israel to end the territorial occupation which
it has mai_.ained since the conflict of 1967; thirdly,
respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
independence of all States in the area and their right
to live in peace within secure and recognized bound-
aries; and fourthly, recognition that, in the establish-
ment of a just and lasting peace, account must be
taken of the legitimate rights of the Palestinians.”’
[8th meeting, para. 26.]

211. Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338
(1973), together with the principles I have mentioned,
taken as a whole, set the essential framework for a
comprehensive peace settlement. In the view of the
nine countries members of the European Community, it
is necessary that they should be accepted by all those
involved, including the PLO, as the basis for a compre-
hensive settlement in which all the parties will play their
full part. The nine members also recognize that the
Palestinian people are enti’.ed, within the framework
set by a peace settlement, to exercise their right to
determine their own future as a people.

212. Rights are, of course, balanced by obligations.
The nine countries emphasize that it is essential that all
parties to the negotiation of a settlement accept the
right of all States in the area—Israel as well as-the Arab
States—to live within secure and recognized bound-
aries with adequate guarantees. Equally, of course, it is
essential that there should be respect for the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people. These include the right
to a homeland and the right, through its representa-
tives, to play its full part in the negotiation of a compre-
hensive settlement.

213. Recent heightened awareness of Palestinian as-
pirations and rights is 2n important development, and
one which, handled constructively and responsibly,
could make a positive contribution to the search for a
peaceful solution.

214. The past year has seen some major develop-
ments in relation to, inter alia, the Palestinian question,
to which the nine countries, in view of their close con-
nexions with the region, are particularly sensitive. One
of these was the signature last March of agreements
between Eg}lpt and Israel. In their declaration of 26
March last,!” the nine Community countries stated
their position on these agreements. The nine countries
will continue to follow the situation closely and will
seek in every way they can to advance the aim of a
comprehensive and lasting peace settlement involving
all parties and meeting all the fundamental issues.

215. We express the hope that all concerned will re-
frain from placing obstacles in the way of a comprehen-
sive settlement. Accordingly, the nine countries
strongly deplore continued acts of violence or provoca-
tion by any of those involved. The nine countries are
opposed to the Israeli Government’s policy of
establishing settlements in occupied territories in con-
travention of international law, and they cannot accept
claims by Israel to sovereignty over occupied terri-
tories, since this would be incompatible with Security
Council resolution 242 (1967).

X 2‘77§ee Bulletin of the European Communities, March 1979,7 point
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216. We continue to believe that the security of Israel
can best be realized within the framework of a compre-
hensive settlement, and not through the retention of
territory acguired by force. On the path to such a settle-
ment there are two central elements, namely, Israel’s
recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people, and the recognition by the Palestinians, as well
as by the Arab States, of Israel’s right to exist in peace
within secure and recognized boundaries. The security
of Israel, which the Nine consider essential, can be
guaranteed, and the legitimate rights of the Palestinians
given effect, within the framework of a comprehensive
settlement.

217. The use of force by any of the parties can only
have a destructive effect on the search for acomprehen-
sive settlement. The nine European countries urge on
all concerned the renunciation of all acts of violence.

218. As the Secretary-General stated in his report on
the work of the United Nations:

*“It is now more than ever necessary that all of the
parties concerned review their positior with the fu-
tIure rather than the past in mind.” [See A/34/1, sect.

il.]

219. With regard to the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People, I should like to recall once again the reserva-
tions made on this subject on previous occasions by the
ni.e members of the European Community. We re-
iterate our belief that the Committee’s recom-
mendations suffer from the same fundameatal lack of
balance as the resolution that created the Committee.

220. Inconclusion, as far as the Palestinian people are

concerned, the nine members reaffirm their support for

their legitimate rights within the framework of a just,

lélsting and comprehensive settlement in the Middle
ast.

221. Mr. HUMAIDAN (United Arab Emirates) (in-
terpretation from Arabic): Since the General Assembly
considered the question of Palestine at its thirty-third
session, there have been some important developments
regarding this guestion which require that the Assem-
bly should not be satisfied at this sessicn merely with
resolutions affirming the inalienable rights of the Pales-
tinian people. It should face these events and take deci-
sive and frank positions in regard to them. It should also
recommend precise measures which would pave the
way for decisive and effective action on the part of the
international community to solve the Palestinian prob-
lem, on the basis of the resolutions previously adopted
by the Assembly in that connexion.

922. It is normal that some of these developments
should be characterized by positive aspects while
. others are negative. We shall confine curselves here to
dealing with three of these developments, because of
their interrelationship with one another and also be-
cause of their impoztance and their effect on the Pales-
tinian cause. Those developments are: first, the signing
of the Camyp David agreements and the Egyptian-Israeli
Peace Treaty; secondly, the increasing Israeli measures
aimed at the annexation of Palestinian territory; and,
thirdly, the escalation and polarization of international
support for the people of Palestine.

223. The United Arab Emirates has found it neces-
sary to denounce the Treaty between Egypt and Israel
because of our belief in fundamental principles and
rules on which we base ourselves in drawing up our
well-defined policy with regard to the events taking
place in the world as a whole and in our region in
particular.

224. The first of these principles is the absolute right
of all peoples to exercise their right to self-
determination and independence. These agreements
deny that right and in fact replace it with the so-called
autonomy, or self-rule. They have gone to the extent of
subjecting the terms for the implementation of this false
autonomy to an Israeli veto. We are all perfectly aware
of the Israeli concept of autonomy, which it limits to
jurisdiction over municipal, educational and health
matters, while excluding any actual exercise of
sovereignty over the Palestinian lands.

225. The second principle in which we believe is that
the people of every territory have the absolute and sole
right to sovereignty over that territory. The agreements
have denied the Palestinian people that right and have
left them hanging in mid-air, exposed them to Israeli
claims of sovereignty over the remaining Palestinian
territories, in addition to the fact that they have closed
the question of Jerusalem and the restoration of Arab
sovereignty over it.

226. The third principle in which we believe is the
unity of all peoples and their indivisibility. These
agreements have in fact divided the Palestinian people
into several groups. A very minor group has the right to
autonomy, while the majority is deprived even of that
false autonomy. Another group is left at the mercy of
the Israeli Government, which will decide whether to
accept or reject their return to the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, while there is another group that has no
right to return to the Palestinian territory which Israel
seized in 1948. There is even a fourth group which has
not been mentioned in the agreements and which they
ignore completely. That group is not composed of the
refugees of 1948 or the displaced persons of 1967. In
fact they are the inhabitants of the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip who have temporarily left their homeland
seeking employment in Arab and other countries. This
fourth group, which is estimated to number tens of
thousands of people, has no rights according to these
agreements, as though it did not exist at all.

227. The fourth principle in which we believe is that
the people of every territory have the sole and absolute
right to negotiate regarding the future of their home-
land, and this right is undisputed. The Camp David
agreements have denied this right and ignored it. The
negotiations were held between three parties without
the participation or agreement of the Palestinian
people. In fact they took place in spite of their firm
rejection by the Palestinian people.

228. The fifth principle in which we believe is that
each people alone has the right to choose its leaders and
representatives. In spite of the unanimity of the Pales-
tinian people in the occupied territories and outside
them and the unanimity of the great majority of
countries, Arab or foreign, as well as international and
mass organizations, that the PLO is the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, we find that
the agreements and the current negotiations under
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those agreements have ignored that unanimity and in
fact they have given the parties to the agreements the
right to choose and elect those who represent the Pales-
tinian people.

229. The sixth principle in which we believe is that the
question of Palestine is the very core of the Middle East
problem and that therefore the Middle East problem
cannct be solved, in part or as a whole, except on the
basis of a settlement of the question of Palestine in a just
manner and in accordance with the will of the Palestin-
ian people. The agreements have tried to solve part of
the Middle East problem without finding any solution to
the Palestinian problem.

230. The seventh principle in which we believe is that
the Palestinian cause is an Arab commitment and that
no Arab country or Government can carry out any
action individually to solve this problem.

231. The second development which has ac-
companied the Palestine cause is the increase in Israeli
measures aimed at the annexation of Palestinian terri-
tory. In the course of this year, Israel has seized
hundreds of thousands of dunums of Palestinian terri-
tory in order to establish settlements on those lands.
This annexation is not limited to privately owned lands.
Israel has gone to the extent of decreeing a law which
allows Israelis to buy land in occupied Palestine.

232, Israel has set up dozens of settlements in the

Palestinian territory. It has also planned to establish

hundreds of other settlements. Its objective in this is

very clear: to settle the largest number of Israelis in

Palestine and to establish a fait accompli which in future

gould prevent the establishment of a Palestine Arab
tate.

Mr. Salim (United Republic of Tanzania) resumed
the Chair.

233. Although, when setting up settlements in the
past, Israel concealed its true inientions by using the
pretext of security, we now find that the authorities in
Israel overtly state and even publicize that settlement is
the basic factor and the main objective of the establish-
ment of these colonies.

234. There is in fact a dialogue taking place in Israel at
the moment on the need to enact a law annexing the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip to Israel and on the
application of Israeli laws in those two areas.

235. The third development that accompanied the
question of Palestine this year was the growth and
polarization of international support for the Palestinian
people. This support has been endorsed in the decisions
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Gov-
ernment of OAU, at its sixteenth ordinary session held
at Monrovia last July, as well as by the resolutions of
the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government
of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana in
September. We have also seen the polarization of this
support in the growing commitment of mass organiza-
tions which have held many conferences for the
purpose in all the continents of the world, particularly
in Western Europe. This support has also been re-
flected in the fact that some countries of Western
Europe, members of the Common Market, have in-
tensified their dialogue with the PLO and have also
established offices for the PLO in their countries. We

can also see clear support in the statements of Ministers
for Foreign Affairs of various countries made during the
general debate of the current session of the General
Assembly, notably those of the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of some countries which had previously
sympathized with Israel. Those statements gave special
meaning to that support.

236. Also parallel with that support is the growing
awareness and realization of the failure of the Camp
David agreements and the current negotiations in con-
nexion with those accords to solve the question of
Palestine. |

237. Inthis regard it is to be regretted that the United
States has refused to follow those who are aware of and
understand the rights of the Palestinian people and the
need to allow that people to exercise its inalienable
rights; instead it has continued to provide military,
financial and diplomatic assistance to Israel. We are all
perfectly aware that, had it not been for such assist-
ance, Israel would not have been able to continue to
defy the will of the international community. On this
basis, the Tenth Arab Summit Conference, which last
week convened at Tunis, stated that ‘‘the continuation
of that policy will have an adverse effect on the mutual
relations and interests of the Arab countries and the
United States of America’ [see A/34/763, annex).

238. Those three developments to which I have refer-
red make it incumbent on the General Assembly to
condemn the Camp David agreements and call on the
international community not to recognize those ac-
cords. They also make it incumbent upon the General
Assembly to pave the way for taking deterrent meas-
ures to put an end to the Israeli actions aimed at Judai-
zation of the rest of Palestine. The support given to the
rights of the Palestinian people should also be trans-
lated into clear-cut action which the General Assembly
would ask the international community to comply with
and implement.

239. In conclusion, I should like to express my
gratitude to Mr. Médoune Fall, the Chairman of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People, and the other members of that
Committee for the valuable report which they have
submitted and the resolutions and recommendations
contained therein which, if applied, could help us to
achieve positive results in the search for a solution of
the question of Palestine.

240. Mr. MATHIAS (Portugal) (interpretation from
Frerch). My delegation has on many occasions ex-
pressed its views on the problem before us today. None
the less, that does not prevent us from briefly referring
to the question, certain as we are of its importance with
regard to the maintenance of peace and security in the
Middle East and throughout the world. We maintain
that an appropriate, just and lasting solution to the
problems of the Middle East can be reached only if
account is taken of the national political rights of the
Palestinian people. The fate of that people is at the very

~ heart of the questions of war or peace in the Middle

East. We shall speak of this again when the item on the
Middle East is considered next week. However, we
should like now to stress that only respect for the rights
of that people can restore peace to the region.

241. My delegation has during the past year very
closely followed the situation in the Arab and Palestin-
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ian territories occupied since the 1967 conflict. In that
regard we had_the privilege, on a Security Council
mission, of seeing at first hand the tragedy of the ref-
ugees with all its human, social and economic implica-
tions. While reminding us of the distress and the despair
of all victims of forced exile, as I have already had
occasion to state, their situation enabled us to see that
the tragedy had not lessened and was not diminishing
with the course of time; on the contrary, it is widening
and assuming ever greater proportions. The refugees
have identified their fate with that of their people, and
they must be guaranteed the right to return to their
homes, their right to self-determination and their right
to a homeland. '

242. We were also able to analyse the policy of settle-
ments conducted by the Israeli Government in the oc-
cupied territories. It seemed to us to fulfil the purpose of
a political tool in action aimed at imFosing the Israeli
presence in those territories, in violation of interna-
tional law.

243. We also feel that that policy is causing profound
geographical and demographic changes in the occupied
territories and at Jerusalem, in violation of the fourth
Geneva Convention of 1949.

244. Furthermore, the announcement that this policy
will continue makes the prospects for change in the
situation even more gloomy. It could discourage efforts
within our Organization that we hope will be success-
ful, so that realistic and constructive views can prevail.

245. We neverthelzss believe that it is the path of
conciliation that should be followed, in spite of all the
painful reverses that might be mentioned. We believe
that it is the patient search for a peaceful solution that
should be supported, in spite of the long wait and the
passage of time. We are aware that those words may
arouse bitterness on the part of the victims of so many
sacrifices and exile. But it will never be futile to advo-
cate negotiation; and we shall not fail to do so while
stressing that Israel must recognize the legitimate rights
of the Palestinian people. It is our view that it is in this
direction that our Organization should work. Negotia-
tions on the future of the Palestinian people cannot take
place without the direct participation of the legitimate
representatives of that people, which our Organization
and this Assembly have welcomed and recognized for
many years. And in the last analysis it is that people
alone which, in the exercise of its right to self-
determination, will have the honour of deciding on its
own destiny, its own freedom and its own dignity. No
obstacle should be placed in the path of that quest for
peace, a peace in which all the States of the region,
including the State of Israel, will be able to live.

Mr. Matane (Papua New Guinea), Vice-President,
took the Chair.

246. Mr. TRAORE (Mali) (interpretation from
French): The day before yesterday [77th meeting] the
voice of Palestine was heard once more in this hall to
reassert itself, to proclaim its unshakeable will to con-
tinue its liberation struggle and to underscore the urgent
need for the establishment of peace in the Middle East.
If that peace is not established, all of mankind may have
a rude awakening and find itself faced with a
generalized confrontation.

247. The age-old traditions of the Palestinian people

are founded on the indelible imprint of its genius on
history, thus making its country the source of three
monotheistic religions which have illuminated the
world and strengthened the faith of mankind in God.

248. That people refuse to be cast into oblivion. It
refuses to be reduced to an external wandering in quest
of uncertain generosity in order to survive.

249. The Charter of the United Nations firmly sets
forth the sacred and inalienable rights of peoples to
self-determination. That right must be exercised by the
Palestinians on the soil of their ancestors, a soil which
the latter fashioned for their descendants.

250. The essential concern of the drafters of the Char-
ter and their legitimate hope was that no people sheuld
ever again have to shed tears of blood to live in peace
and dignity. The Jewish people, decimated by the most
deadly madness ever known to mankind, were entitled
to compensation for that crime against its conscience
and its very existence—a just compensation, even
though it could not erase the memory of millions of
human beings summarily executed, the victims of con-
centration camps and gas chambers. The General As-
sembly reflected that international concern by adopting
its weil-known resolution on the partition of Palestine.

251. That point in history certainly should be recalled
because the international balance which had apparently

- been restored was thereby tilted against the Palestinian

Arabs.

252. That injustice bore the seeds of the first war to
break out in the Middle East. As we know, that was
followed by three other wars, the last of which caused
the whole world to shudder because it could have led to
an international conflagration.

253. The sole cause of those cataclysms remains the
failure to recognize the Palestinian fact, the fact that
we, the heirs to and guardians of the incomparable
Charter of the United Nations, were not able to restore
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. The Pal-
estinian people, like any other oeople committed to a
struggle for the attainment of thuse rights, may face
pitfalls but it will rise up once again, more inured to war
than ever, each time widening the dual front of its
political and military struggle.

254. In fact, those who in the past were still con-
descendingly described by some foreign ministries as
refugees have become the spearhead of an ariny that
ventured and succeeded by its courage to expand its
battle front and which has unceasingly widened its cir-
cle of friends.

255. The sight of the olive branch offered by Mr.
Arafat, Chairman of the PLO, '8 is still too fresh in our
minds for those in this hall to lose sight of it.

256. That is the reality of the Palestinian situation,
which can also be summarized in the single minded
determination of all Palestinians to live and die for the
same cause. In the course of a recent session of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People, the President of the World

18 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth
Session, Plenary Meetings, 2282nd meeting, para. 82.
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Peace Council referred to this reality when he recalled
the attitude of those young Palestinian girls who, when
detained by Israeli soldiers who asked for their identity,
%ITSIY replied ‘‘My name is Palestine, my name is

257. The Government of Mali has for a long time
recognized and accepted the Palestinian reality, which
continues to assert itself throughout the world.

258. The PLO is being heard by an ever-widening
audience. In this respect, we should like to recall the
decision taken on 18 June 1979 by the European Com-
munity to recognize the Palestinian fact as a fundamen-
tal element of any lasting solution to the Middle East
[see A[34[344-S[13423, annex].

259. We also recall the decision of the OAU, which,
last July at Monrovia, reiterated its esteem for the Pal-
estinian people and assured them of its total support
[A/34/552, annex I, CM|Res. 725 (XXXIII)].

260. The Conference of Heads of State or Govern-
ment of Non-Aligned Countries held at Havana in
September also:

*“ . . stressed the need for concrete solidarity in
every form—political, cultural-and informational and
in respect of programmes for military aid to the Pales-
tinian people, led by the Palestine Liberation
Organization—so as to develop the struggle for the
liberation of its homeland” [see A/34/542, annex,
sect. I, para. 129].

261. The Interparliamentary Conference, held at
Caracas, also recognized the Palestinian fact and
placed it at the heart of any settlement which could
bring about a viable peace in the Middle East [see
A/l34/619, annex II, p. 10].

262. The peoples who had long been subjected to
malicious propaganda aimed at creating confusion
about the true nature of the struggle of the Palestiniazn
people are beginning to awaken to reality and to the
justice of that struggle.

263. Today, many Israelis are among those peoples. It
is towards them that we should direct our attention. We
should support them in their courageous efforts to free
themselves from the political delusions that are highly
detrimental to their wish to live at last in peace with
their neighbours and to devote their energies to goals
other than those of providing weapons for another war,
which in any event can never crush the resistance of the
Palestinians.

264. The dynamiting of the homes of Palestinian
Arabs, the systematic confiscation of their property,
the savage establishment of Jewish settlements on ex-
propriated Palestinian land, the preparation of medium-
term plans to expand those settlements and thus
disfigure Palestine, including the Holy City of Jerusa-
lem, the persistent refusal of Israel to comply in particu-
lar with the General Assembly resolution which gave
birth to it, are all serious acts of defiance against our
Organization and are a constant threat to international
peace and security.

265. The Government of Israel has just taken a further

step in this escalation of brutality, terror and territorial
expansion with the arbitrary arrest of Mr. Bassam
Shaka’a, the Mayor of Nablus, accused of having
identified with his people. Experts on Israeli matters
have rightly pointed out that this operation was skilfully
orchestrated by the authorities in Tel Aviv. The latter
are, in fact, seeking—once the expected resignation of
other mayors in occupied Palestine had occurred—to
extend Israeli administrative law over that territory in
order later to make it an integral part of Israel. The same
scenario is being played out in Southern Lebanon.

266. The United Nations, however, has recognized
the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to their
homeland. The Committee established in General As-
sembly resolution 3376 (XXX) for the protection of
those rights has just submitted its report [A/34/35 and
Corr. 1] brilliantly introduced by the Committee’s
chairman, Mr. Médoune Fall of Senegal, to whom my
delegation again extends its congratulations on having
devoted himself to so just and lofty a cause as that of the
frustrated people of Palestine.

267. The report is unique in that it reflects the refusal
of a permanent member of the Security Council to
co-operate with that body in order to adapt it to the
development of one of the most persistent problems of
our time and to make it possible thereby to take the
measures necessary for restoring peace in Palestine so
that the population of that country too can lay down
their arms and devote themselves to the rehabilitation
of their mutilated homeland.

268. Doubts as to Israel’s will to live in peace with its
neighbours were expressed by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Mali in his statement to this Assembly on 10
October 1979. These doubts have continued to grow.
Out of sympathy for the Israeli people and a love for
peace, we thus have no other choice than to impose on
Tel Aviv conditions under which all the peoples of the
Middle East will be able to live in renewed trust. These
conditions, so often proclaimed by the Government of

~ Mali, are basically: recognition of the Palestinian

people’s right to self-determination, including their
right to the creation of a sovereign State; recognition of
and support for the legitimate struggle of the Palestinian
people under the leadership of its sole and unique rep-
resentative, the PLO; unconditional withdrawal from
the Arab territories occupied following the Israeli ag-
gression of 1967; the preservation of the historic and
religious heritage of the Holy City of Jerusalem; the
maintenance and strengthening of Arab unity, ‘‘which
alone can guarantee that peace will be true and compre-
hensive’’ [27th meeting, para. 73], as emphasized by
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mali.

269. There are too many serious crises threatening the
world at the present time. Let us increase our efforts to
resolve the Palestinian crisis, which is an obstacle on
our long journey towards the establishment of a new
international order. In this connexion, my delegation is
convinced that the international community will en-
dorse the recommendations contained in paragraphs 52
to 55 of the report of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and
that it will take every step to bring about their full
implementation.

270. Mr. SAHL (Democratic Yemen) (interpretation
from Arabic). The tragedy of the Palestinian people,
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responsibility for which the United Nations must share,
is still before us today. For more than 30 years the
Palestinian people have been suffering under the yoke
of occupation and have been subjected to the worst
types of oppression and persecution. Since its
establishment in the heart of the Arz:b world, Israel has
tried to obliterate the Palestinian cause and to deny the
national and political rights of the Palestinian people.
Today, it is facing the entire world community, which
stands by the side of the Palestinian people for the
restoration of their rights and for the establishment of
their independent State in Palestine. This international
support would not have come about had not the Pales-
tinian people risen up and joined ranks under the PLO
and struggled with all the means at their disposal to
resist the Zionist occupation. Thus, the PLO today
enjoys the support of the overwhelming majority of
States, including regional group and the non-aligned
countries.

271. The report of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People once
again affirm the right of the Palestinian people to an
independent political life along with other colonized
peoples, most of whom have finally won their indepen-
dence and sovereignty. The report also indicates in an
integrated and comprehensive way the methods of
reaching a solution to the Palestinian problem and how
tShe Palestinian people can build their independent
tate.

272. My delegation would like to express its gratitude
to all the participants in the Committee, and especially
to its Chairman, Mr. Fall, for the great and dedicated
task they have so successfully carried out.

273. The fact that the Security Council refuses to
adopt the report of the Committee and to take the
necessary measures to implement its recommendations
has disappointed us, and we have not been surprised to
find the United States using the veto to prevent the
application and implementation of the Committee’s re-
port. The United States has once again proved that it is
Israel’s foremost ally and that it is a party to the con-
flict. Without the American military and political assist-
ance flowing into Israel, that country would not have
been able to defy world public opinion and would not
have been able to continue its usurpation of Palestine or
to deny the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

274. Today, we are witnessing new attempts aimed at
carrying out a pincer movement against the Palestine
cause by means of a so-called aatonomy, a pallid
formula that emerged from the Camp David accords.
What is this autonomy, compared to the inalienable
national rights of the Palestiman people, and who has
granted the United States and the Sadat régime the right
to decide on the rights of the Palestinian people and
their future? Democratic Yemen strongly condemns
the Camp David agreements and considers them a con-
tinuation of the policy that ignores the rights of the
Palestinian people. We support the resolutions adopted
at the Tenth Arab Summit Conference, which affirmed
its denunciation of those agreements, without any res-
ervations whatsoever. The resolutions of the Confer-
ence have demonstrated the failure of attempts to di-
vide the Arab ranks united against the Camp David
accords and the capitulationist Sadat régime.

275. We look at the explosive situation in the Middle

East, and we cannot separate it from the question of
Palestine, which affects and is affected by these
developments.

276. The Security Council is asked today to take a
decision on the report of the Committee before it is too
late. Fsrael and its ally cannot ignore the international
community and the resolutions of the General Assem-
bly save at the expense of American interests. The Arab
nation responds by supporting Palestinian rights, and is
prepared to make any sacrifice—no matter how
costly—in order to restore those rights.

277. The establishment of settlements by Israel, the
expulsion of Arab citizens and the aggression against
Southern Lebanon can only increase the determination
of the Palestinian people to struggle until victory is
achieved.

278. Mr. RADIX (Grenada): My delegation wishes to
express its thanks to the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for the
recent booklets entitled The Question of Palestine and
The Status of Jerusalem. The information contained
therein is concise and exposes the Zionist conspiracy to
obscure the historical rights of the Palestinian people.

279. We also wish to express our profound thanks to
the Committee for its work in the United Nations and

" internationally for keeping in focus the whole question

of the people of Palestine. That heroic people has for
the last 30 years been subjected to the most wicked
manipulations of imperialism. That nation was carved
up and a new State was created without regard to the
principle of self-determination for the native people.
Lands and other material possessions were seized, and
the people were expelled to drift into poverty in refugee
camps. To add to this insult, some promoted the idea
that the people of Palestine had become stateless
persons. Exploitation and repression never go unan-
swered, and this gave rise to the PLO, which is today
the liberation army of the Palestinian people.

280. The United Nations and the non-aligned move-
ment recognize the PLO as the sole and authentic rep-
resentative of the Palestinian people. The PLO is today
afforded greater recognition in the international com-
munity than the State of Israel. This fact, it is hoped,
will not go unnoticed by the hard-liners in Tel Aviv.

281. Self-determination for the peoples of the world is
the corner-stone of my Government’s foreign and
domestic policies. The promotion of peace and friend-
ship is part of that corner-stone; hence our clear per-
spective on the Palestinian question. Prime Minister
Bishop, on the occasion of the Sixth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Havana recently, said that ‘‘our Gov-

-ernment is firm on the principle that there can be no

peace in the Middle East without an acceptable settle-
ment of the Palestinian question’’.

282. Four wars have been fought in the Middle East,
but the heart and core of the problem remains the
establishment of a home for the Palestinian people.
There are those who claim that the Camp David
agreements represent a step in that direction. This is a
false premise, for those agreements were not concluded
with the participation of the PLO and have been re-
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jected by the Arab world and the vast majority of the
international community.

283. The hostile and inhuman action taken by Israel
against the Arab people in the occupied countries and
Lebanon, in violation of their human rights, have justly
aroused international censure. Torture, bombing, inhu-
man treatment, the establishment of settlements in the
occupied territories, contrary to international law and
in violation of the Charter of the United Nations, ex-
pose the true nature of zionism. These policies con-
stantly remind us of the close relationship between the
Zionists and that other arch-enemy of man, the
apartheid régime of South Africa. The refusal of Israel
to withdraw from occupied Arab lands in conformity
with resolutions of the United Nations is yet another
sign of its apartheid policy. We condemn the efforts of
the Government of Israel to deport the Mayor of Nablus
from his own country.

284. My Government welcomes the movement in the
position of the countries of the European Community
on the Palestinian question which was announced in the
General Assembly this year. We regard this change asa
break with the hard line of previous years.

285. We remain convinced that there can be no solu-
tion to this problem that does not take into account the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and that that
solution must provide for the implementation of the
inalienable right of the Palestinian people to return to
their homes and property and to exercise their right to
self-determination, independence and national sover-
eignty. The representation of the Palestinian people on
an equal footing with all other parties on the basis of
General Assembly resolutions 3236 (XXIX) and 3375
(XXX) is indispensable to all efforts under the umbrella
of the United Nations. The principle of the inadmissibil-
ity of the acquisition of territory by force and the conse-
quent obligation for Israel to withdraw completely and
quickly from all territory so occupied must be
respected.

286. The United Nations, the non-aligned movement,
the Arab nations, the PLO and the Palestinian people
may be assured of the support of my Government, on
the basis of principle, on this issue.

287. Mr. OULD HAMODY (Mauritania) (interpreta-
tion from French): I would at the outset congratulate
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People on the seriousness and compe-
tence that it has demonstrated throughout its work and,
in particular, in the preparation of the working docu-
ment we now have before us.

288. We should like in particular to commend our
brother, Mr. Médoune Fall, for the impartiality, pas-
sion for truth and political courage which he showed in
his tireless work in guiding the Committee. We wish
him equal success in the discharge of his new duties.

289. ‘*We shall be the outpost of civilization in the
face of barbarism’’, promised the first Zionists to those
who wanted to use them as a bridge-head in the heart of
the Arab nation. The insolence of this statement sums
up very clearly the blind irresponsibility of all forms of
colonialism, the arrogance of all forras of imperialism,
and the scorn which characterizes all forms of racism.

290. However, while Sultan Abdul Hamid, the Caliph
of the Sublime Porte in those days, quite rightly replied,
‘T am unabie to give what does not belong tc me’’, one
other person did not have such scruples. In fact, on 2
November 1917, Lord Balfour gave a formal promise to
help the Jews acquire a ‘‘national home™’ in Palestine.
This promise, although accompanied by a reference to
the *‘rights of others’’—referring to the legitimate own-
ers of the land—created a unique precedent in history
and was the first of a series of injustices which were to
make the Middle East a powder keg fraught with danger
for the entire world.

291. The British Mandate in Palestine was not only to
permit that promise to be kept but, by a strange irony of
fate, to enable those who escaped the pogroms, the
future victims of nazism, to pursue a policy of intoler-
able racism with regard to the heirs of one of the finest
and most brilliant civilizations of all time.

292. This is one of the many paradoxes of this prob-
lem of the Middle East which makes it difficult to under-
stand. Another equally surprising paradox is the
triumph of a colonial implantation at the end of the first
half of the twentieth century. Everywhere else, co-
lonialism had reached the twilight of its day and was
fighting a rearguard action to hold on to what it had
t%clclll;’lired' In Palestine, the colonial experience was in
ull flux. .

293. However, there is no doubt that the most out-
rageous paradox in the general undertaking of the
plundering of the land of Palestine and the usurpation of
the rights of its people was the tacit complicity of this
Assembly. Indeed, what can be said of the partition of
Palestine, in complete disregard of the fundamental
rights of its inhabitants and their desire to reject the
dismemberment of their homeland?

294. Already 32 years have passed since the adoption
of that resolution in May 1947 which arbitrarily decided
on the partition of Palestine. Those 32 years have been
dramatic ones in the history of the Middle East, that
cradle of three great religions, the crossroads of three
continents of the ancient world.

295. This colonization has produced, as it inevitably
had to, the chain of horrors to which coercive systems
give rise: domination, revolt, repression, more revolt
and the final triumph of truth and freedom.

296. It is quite superfluous to enumerate before this
Assembly the long list of all the damage done by Zionist
settlement to the Palestinian people and other Arab
peoples in the region. I shall confine myself to quoting
certain essential dates in the plundering of Palestine, of
Israeli expansionism and its role as watchdog for
foreign interests in the Arab Middle East.

297. On 14 May 1948 (here was a proclamation of the
State of Israel accompanied by its simultaneous rec-
ognition by the great Powers and the outbreak of the
first war in Palestine. The successive truces and periods
of peace saw the annexation of a large part of the Arab
‘‘Palestine’’ initially provided for in the resolution on
partition.

298. In October and November 1956, following the
sovereign act of Egypt in nationalizing the Suez Canal
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Maritime Company, Israel committed an act of open
aggression against Egypt, with the complicity of the
great colonial Powers of the time.

299. In May and June 1967, Israel threatened to
parade in Damascus and undertook a treacherous con-
flict in June, occupying the rest of Arab Palestine, the
Golan Heights and Sinai. To these prolonged conflicts
we must add the permanent aggression against Leba-
non, aimed at dragging that country into the conflict to
prove the defeat of tolerance and multi-confessionalism
and so justify, a contrario, the existence of a theocratic
and racist State.

300. However, some would have us believe that Israel
has suddenly become a lamb since the Camp David
agreements. We would have been the first to welcome
such a change. Unfortunately, the optimism is quite
unjustified. )

301. The occupier still defies the consensus of our
Organization and pursues a racist policy of settlements,
refusing to consider the existence of a Palestine Arab
State. General Assembly resolution 33/28A provided
quite rightly that, ‘

‘“. . . the validity of agreements purporting to solve
the problem of Palestine requires that they be within
the framework of the United Nations and its Charter
and its resolutions on the basis of the full attainment
and exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestin-
ian people, including the right of return and the right
to national independence and sovereignty in
Palestine, and with the participation of the Palestine
Liberation Organization’’.

302. Moreover, one great protector of Israel is un-
fortunately not using its influence to bring this country
to a more realistic attitude. The sponsor of the Camp
David agreements, the United States of America, on
the contrary, last August prevented the convening of
the Security Council which should have led to the cor-
rect formulation by our Organization of the national
rights of the Arab people of Palestine. It is only right
that the Organization should correct the hasty and out-
dated formulation of Security Council resolution 242
(1967), which only perceives the Palestinian problem in
its limited aspect of refugees.

303. Onthe other hand, we welcome the realism of the
European Community in the declaration of its Ministers
for Foreign Affairs on 18 June last, assuring that any
just and lasting peace in the Middle East must be on the
basis of a global settlement.

304. Inany event, my country supports the resolution
of the Sixih Conference of Heads of State or Govern-
ment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana in
September 1979, which proposes the convening of a
special session of the General Assembly on the Pales-
tinian problem, should the Security Council not reacha
decision on Palestinian rights, owing to a lack of unani-
mity on the part of its permanent members [see A/34/
542, annex, sect. VI A, resolution No. 2].

305. The Islamic Republic of Mauritania still believes
that a solution to the problem of the Middle East re-
quires, essentially, free and sovereign exercise by the
Arab Palestinian people of its inalienable and impre-

scrigtible national rights and the return of all occupied
Arab lands, without any restrictions.

306. Of course, at one point, guile and brute force did
bring off the sleight of hand of stripping a people of its
rights, driving it from the land of its ancestors, trying to
wipe out its name, curtail its history, steal its artistic
heritage, mutilate its heritage, in short, snuff out its
living flame.

307. But this was in vain. Only the blind can still raise
the old question of sad fame: ‘‘Where is the people of
Palestine?’’ It is everywhere, on the Mount of Olives, in
the plains of Galilee, in the sands of the Negev, on the
banks of the Dead Sea, on the banks of the Jordan, like
that storm, that assifa, the symbol of struggle.

308. No miracle peace can develop from confusion

and injustice, no partial peace which forgets the essen-

tial factor: the sovereign will of the Arab people of

léalestine. Only that can bring tranquillity to the Middle
ast.

309. Let us not seek false miracles in the land of
miracles, in the land of monotheism. Let us rather seek
a living reality, a lasting reality. There exists a land with
its admirable and age-old people which is at one with it.
Let us now allow the olive branch to fall from the hands
of that people which has suffered so much.

- 310. Mr. AZAR (Pakistan): It is an undeniable fact

that at the heart of the problem of the Middle East is the
question of Palestine. Equally incontrovertible is the
special responsibility—historical, political and juridi-
cal—that the United Nations bears for this problem,
having been involved in the initial injustice which led to
tl%i givisection of Palestine and the creation of Israel in

311. Nor can it be gainsaid that the question of
Palestine will continue to defy solution unless and until
the Palestinian people are allowed to exercise their
basic inalienable rights, namely, the right to return to
their homes and properties, the right of self-
determination without external interference and the
right to national independence and sovereignty. Be-
cause, by now, it is universally recognized that these
are the irreducible demands of the world community as
well as of the PLO, the sole representative of the Pales-
tinian people. They are, therefore, central to a just and
durable solution of the question of Palestine.

312. Notwithstanding the many resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Security Council and the
near unanimous condemnation of the international
community, there is irrefutable evidence emanating

From occupied Palestine that Israel has continued its

acts of usurpation of occupied territories, the promo-
tion of its 2xpansionist designs and the execution of its
settlement schemes. Palestinian lands have been ex-
propriated, homes destroyed, water resources com-
mandeered, and thousands of people driven into exile.-

313. Under the guise of ‘‘security requirements’’,
Israel has pushed ahead with its deeply laid design of
converting the occupied territories into a part of Israel.
The so-called settlements are quite obviously intended
to be not temporary but permanent features of the new
geographic and demographic picture of the occupied
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territories. The report of the Special Committee to In-
vestigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Population of the Occupied Territories [A/34/
631}, as well as the report of last March of the Security
Council Commission established under resolution 446
(1979), provide overwhelming evidence of the sys-
tematic manner in which the land of Palestine is being
Judaized. All these measures of occupation and annex-
ation amount to an open challenge to world opinion.
They constitute a flagrant violation of the fourth
Geneva Convention of 1949. They also amount to
defiance of all principles and norms of international
law. According to the report of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories,

*

‘. . . the policies and practices of the Government
of Israel vis-a-vis the civilians-as well as its defiant
attitude towards the international community, has
reached an intolerable level of non-compliance with
the applicable international law and the resolutions of
the relevant United Nations bodies that each
Member of the United Nations must respect.’’ [Ibid.,
para. 393.]

314. As aresult of these policies, in 12 years, 27 per
cent of the land in the occupied territories has been
expropriated, with more to follow as existing settle-
ments are ‘‘thickened’’ and new ones established. To
justify these actions, Israel has relied on specious argu-
ments and legal semantics. It has asserted that the right
of Zionists to acquire land in occupied territory is based
on ‘‘the rights of Jewish persons to buy lands which are
historically considered to be the property of their
people’’ [ibid., para. 53]. These are strange claims in
our day and age, making as they do a mockery of the
recognized principle of the inviolability of recognized
international frontiers. The whole rationale of the set-
tlement policy is to be found in a different doctrine
altogether, a doctrine that Israel has consistently es-
poused, namely the creation of a mono-religious Jewish
State on all the territories under its coutrol, including
those occupied in June 1967. The denial of self-
determination to the people of the area, the repressive
measures concerning Arab educational institutions, the
policy of reprisals, of collective fines and penalties, and
of letting loose armed zealots in the Palestinian
community—these and other acts of brutality and ter-
ror practised by Israel have one and only one objective
in view and that, as I have already stated, is to Judaize
tl%elcaptflred territory and to incorporate it in the State
of Israel.

315. These actions of Israel have far-reaching impli-
cations. They no longer concern only the Arab world.
The Arab Palestinian cause has now become a global
cause. Nothing better illustrates the added dimensions
that the Palestine question has acquired than the out-
rage felt throughout the world over Israel’s actions
designed to annex the Holy City of Jerusalem. With all
the emphasis at my command, I should like to state that
no agreement that fails to restore Jerusalem to Arab
sovereignty will be recognized by the Government and
people of Pakistan. The position of Pakistan in this
matter was made explicit in those United Nations res-
olutions which were initiated by my country in 1967.
One of those resolutions made specifically applicable to
the Holy City of Jerusalem the inadmissability of the
acquisition of territory by military conquest. The Gen-
eral Assembly, by its resolutions 2253 (ES-V) and 2254

(ES-V), also declared that all measures taken by Israel
to annex the Holy City were null and void. We should
like to repeat that we reject all Israeli attempts to annex
the Holy City of Jerusalem and to desecrate and oblit-
erate its historical and traditional Islamic and Christian
character. We also condemn the excavations con-
ducted next to the Dome of the Rock which threaten the
holy Al Agsa Mosque at Jerusalem.

316. Although the United Nations has been unable to
take concrete and tangible action to alleviate the plight
of the Palestinians and has failed to moderate Israeli
hostility towards the Palestinian nation, my delegation
nevertheless welcomes whatever limited actions and
initiatives have been undertaken. Inter alia, the recent
decisions of the General Assembly to condemn the
deportation of the Mayor of Nablus and to extend
UNDP assistance directly to the people of Palestine
have considerably strengthened the international con-
sensus against Israel. Nor is there any doubt, as
evidenced by paragraph 34 of the report of the Commit-
tee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People [A/34/35 and Corr. 1], that the
United Nations will not accept a separate or partial
peace which serves only to legitimize illegal occupation
or compromises in any way the inviolable rights of the
people of occupied territories or the status of the Holy
City of Jerusalem. Neither will it accept a peace that is
concluded without the participaiion of the PLO, the
sole representative of the people of Palestine. No other
party has the right to negotiate on behalf of the Palestin-
1an people. As the representative of the PLO very cor-
rectly recalled in his statement of 26 November, the
international community, barring some glaring excep-
tions, realizes only too well that *‘liberation is the spirit
of our time’’ [77th meeting, para. 85] and that the
concepts of imposed autonomy or partial freedom con-
ferred as a gift by an aggressor have no place or rele-
vance in the present epoch of liberation.

317. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalien-
able Rights of the Palestinian People, in paragraph 52 of
its report, reiterated the recommendations made by it in
its three earlier reports. These recommendations re-
main as pertinent for an enduring solution of the
Palestine question today as they were three years ago.
My delegation fully supports them, and, as a member of
the Committee, played an active role in their formula-
tion and the principles on which they are based as set
out in paragraph 12 of the same report. The United
Nations must be enabled to act on these recom-
mendations with determination and resolve, with a
view to their full implementation. Compelling pressure
must be brought to bear on Israel to end its aggression
and its occupation. The need for effective action along
these lines has already been emphasized by the Tenth
Islamic Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs,
held in Morocco in July this year [A/34/389 and Corr. 1,
annex], and also in the Final Declaration of the Sixth
Conference of non-aligned countries, held at Havana
last September [A/34/542, annex].

318. As the General Assembly is well aware, the Se-
curity Council bears primary responsibiiity under the
Charter for the maintenance of international peace and
security. On the question of Palestine, however, the
Security Council has thus far failed to meet this obliga-
tion; as a result, the threat to peace has greatly
increased.
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319. The present situation, unless rectified, could lead
the world to a catastrophe. It is a matter of regret that
the draft resolution!® proposed in the Security Council
during its 2162nd meeting, on 24 August 1979, by the
Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, Ambas-
sador Médoune Fall of Senegal, failed to win adoption
at the last moment owing to the lack of unanimity
among the permanent members of the Council. The
Security Council, however, remains seized of this ques-
tion and should resume consideration of the matter in
the near future. However, should its deliberations again
prove unproductive, then Pakistan, in conformity with
the decision taken at the Conference of non-aligned
countries and in consultation with the member States of
that movement, would support a move to convene an
emergency special session of the General Assembly, at
the earliest appropriate time, in order to approve a
practical programme of action for the restoration of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.

320. The struggle of the Palestinian people for libera-
tion has proceeded apace and gained strength against
the most formidable odds. The eventual success of the
movement is now beyond question. Pakistan’s support
of the struggle of the Palestinian people has been
strong, consistent and unflinching from its very incep-
tion. We take some pride in the fact that the people of
Pakistan are closely identified with the saga of
Palestine’s struggle and with the noble, righteous and
principled resistance of the Palestinian people against
conspiracy, injustice and aggression.

321. Before concluding, I wish on behalf of my dele-
gation to record our deep appreciation for the valuable
work of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalien-
able Rights of the Palestinian People under the able
chairmanship of Mr. Médoune Fall.

322. Mrs. UNAYDIN (Turkey): The Palestinian
problem, which is the core of the Middle East issue,
was inherited by our Organization in its first years of
existence through the adoption by the General Assem-
bly of resolution 181 (II) in 1947, which sought the
creation of two States in Palestine. Since then the tragic
fate of the valiant people of Palestine has endured, on
the one hand, and their resolute efforts to achieve self-
determination have continued, on the other hand, for
more than 30 years. The Palestinian issue, in spite of the
many important developments achieved towards the
international recognition of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, still remains an incessant source of
sufferings and wrongs. There can certainly be no dur-
able peace in the Middle East without justice, and
justice requires the recognition and fulfilment of the
national rights of the Palestinian people, including their
right to self-determination and to establish a State of
their own.

323. After many years, during which the issue of
Paiestine was considered exclusively within the con-
text of a refugee problem, its basic political dimension
has finally been acknowledged and defined in various
resolutions by the General Assembly. An overwhelm-
ing majority of the international community supports
the legitimate rights of the Arab people of Palestine,
including their right to establish an independent State.

19 Official Records of the Security Council, Thirty-fourth Year,
.g;lppslement for July, August and September 1979, document
13514.

324. General Assembly resolution 3236 (XXIX) is of
historic importance in this regard. That resolution,
while confirming the rights of the Palestinian people to
self-determination and to return to their homes, em-
phasizes at the same time that the Palestinian people are
one of the main parties directly concerned with the
establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle
East. The General Assembly, later on, further elabora-
ted on this question and, in its resolution 3375 (XXX),
decided to invite the PLO, as the sole representative of
the Palestinian people, to participate in all international
efforts relating to the Middle East on an equal footing
with the other parties concerned. Turkey has supported
these resolutions. Our support in this regard has been
based on the universal recognition of the right to self-
determination and on respect for the principles en-
shrined in the Charter of the United Nations.

325. With a view to translating into action the provi-
sions of these resolutions and in order to draw up a
programme for the implementation of the Palestinian
rights enumerated in General Assembly resolution 3236
(XXIX), the General Assembly established the Com-
mittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People, of which Turkey is pleased to be a
member since its inception, contributing to the de-
termined efforts undertaken by that Committee for the
achievement of the legitimate aspirations of the Pales-
tinian people. The Committee has already recom-
mended a programme which has been endorsed by the
General Assembly since 1976, during its last three ordi-
nary sessions.

326. Difficulties have been encountered in the imple-
mentation of the recommendations of the Committee.
My delegation participated in the Security Council con-
sideration of the question in August 1979%° and urged
positive action by the Security Council on those recom-
mendations. In spite of the difficulties that still exist
with regard to the implementation of those recom-
mendations, we believe that they have made a signifi-
cant impact in focusing attention on the necessity of a
just solution of the Palestinian issue. It is in this context
that tomorrow the General Assembly, for the second
year in arow, will be observing the International Day of
Solidarity with the Palestinian People in a solemn meet-
ing of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People. That occasion will
provide another opportunity for drawing the attention
of the international community to the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people and for giving the widest possi-
ble publicity to the facts relzting to the realization of
those rights. It will also provide further evidence of the
reaffirmation of international recognition of the fact
that the Palestine problem is indeed the essence of the
Middle East question and that the solution of one with-
out the solution of the other is not possible.

327. Itis a source of great satisfaction to my delega-
tion to see, especially over the last few months, a wider
recognition of the PLO as the representative of the
Palestinians in the Western world as a result of direct
contacts which Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee of the PLO, has had with some of the
Western leaders in several capitals he has visited.
Parallel to this development, we have witnessed, again
with great satisfaction, an increased awareness of the
Palestinian entity and the justified cause of the Palestin-
ian people in the international arena.

. 2Ibid., Thirty-fourth Year, 2163rd meeting.
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328. In this context we whole-heartedly hope that a
day will soon come when common sense, realism and
statesmanship on the part of all the parties in the region
will prevail over other considerations and difficulties,
so that a just and durable comprekensive peace in the
Middle East, with the participation of all the parties
concerned, can finally be achieved.

329. Ashas been stated on several previous occasions
in different organs of this Organization by the Turkish
delegation, and as declared also before the General
Assembly during this session by the then Foreign
Minister of Turkey [2]st meeting], we firmly believe
that a just and lasting solution to the Middle East ques-
tion can be found only by taking into consideration the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian Arab people, includ-
ing their right to decide their own future and to establish
a State of their own.

330. We recognize the PLO as the only legitimate
representative of the people of Palestine and believe
that it must participate actively in any meaningful
negotiation on an equal footing with the other parties
concerned for the achievement of a just and lasting
settlement in the Middle East. In this connexion, I am
pleased to announce here that the PLO has recently
opened a permanent bureau in Ankara with full dip-
lomatic status. We are convinced that this develop-
ment will contribute to the further enhancement of the
already close relations that exist between Turkey and
the PLO.

331. The Turkish Government’s view regarding an
over-all, comprehensive solution to the Middle East
question also encompasses the principle of the inadmis-
sibility of the acquisition of territory by force. We be-
lieve that Israel must withdraw from the Arab terri-
tories, including Jerusalem, occupied since 1967. In this
connexion, we reiect the measures taken by Israel in
the occupied territories, as well as the detentions, ar-
rests and deportations of elected Palestinian leaders in
the occupied territories by the Israeli authorities. We
consider such moves on the part of Israel to be a major
obstacle to the efforts at the establishment of a compre-
hensive peace in the area.

332. Furthermore, we believe that the independence,
sovereignty and security of the recognized frontiers of
all the countries in the region must be safeguarded.
Turkey supports and will continue to support and
welcome any peace initiative which conforms to these
principles.

333. Before concluding, I should like to take this op-
portunity to pay a special tribute to Ambassador Fall of
Senegal, the Chairman of the Committee on the Exer-
cise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,
who will shortly be leaving New York to assume his
new duties, for his untiring, constructive and invaluable
efforts in carrying out his most important and delicate
task, as well as for the eloquent manner in which he
explained once again to this Assembly the highlights of
the report of the Committee and the difficulties en-
countered in the implementation of its recommenda-
tions. I should also like to commend here the
praiseworthy work done by Ambassador Gauci of
Malta, the Rapporteur of the Committee. As a member
of the Committee, I should like to associate my delega-
tion with its report, which emphasizes the importance

and urgency of the implementation of its recom-
mendations.

334. 1 should like to conclude my remarks by expres-
sing the hope and wish that a constructive conclusion of
the debate in the General Assembly on this important
question will constitute a contribution to the search for
a comprehensive solution to the Middle East question.

335. Mr. DASHTSEREN (Mongolia): The situation
in the Middle East continues to be unstable and explo-
sive. As is known, the situation prevailing in that region
has further deteriorated as a result of the conclusion ofa
separate peace treaty between Egypt and Israel last
spring. As the Secretary-General emphasized in his
report on the work of the Organization:

““The dramatic developments which led to the con-
clusion of a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel
have created a new situation in the area. It is a meas-
ure of the complexities of the Middle East problem
that this event has given rise to controversy and
division.”’ [See A/34]/1, sect. III.]

336. It should be noted that all the progressive forces
of the world and all Arab countries, with the exception
of one or two, have condemned from the outset the
Egyptian leadership’s policy of capitulation to the Is-
raeli aggressor and have categorically rejected the
Camp David agreements as an open plot against the
cause of peace and national independénce. This so-
called peace treaty concluded between Egypt and Israel
with the encouragement and direct participation of the
United States of America has been rejected likewise by
the League of Arab States and the Islamic Conference,
as well as by the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries. The conclu-
sion of the Egyptian-Israeli Treaty under the auspices
of the United States has, in fact, created a tripartite
military and political alliance in the Middle East and
opened the door for the United States military presence
and the escalation of tension in that region. All of this

. indicates to what extent that separate Treaty con-

tradicts the United Nations resolutions on the Middle
East and Palestine.

337. The attitude of the Mongolian People’s Republic
towards this Treaty stems from its consistent support of
the just cause of the Arab peoples that are struggling
against Israeli aggression for their freedom, indepen-
dence and social progress. In its statement issued in
connexion with the signing of the Egyptian-Israeli
Treaty, the Government of the Mongolian People’s Re-
public stressed the following:

““The Egyptian-Israeli treaty runs counter to the
vital interests of all the peoples of the Arab world. It
does not solve the main issues of the Middle East:
namely, it does not envisage the withdrawal of Israel
from the occupied territories of Syria and Jordan,
does not restore the full sovereignty of Egypt itself
over its ancestral territory occupied by the aggressor,
and completely disregards the crux of the problem—
ensuring the legitimate right of the Arab people of
Palestine to create its own State.”

338. The situation prevailing today in the Middle East
and the events taking place in that region once again
confirm that a just and lasting peace can be achieved
there only through an over-all settlement. The world
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public has recognized the fact that the Palestinian issue
is the core of the Middle East conflict. The creation of
conditions for the exeicise by the Arab people of
Palestine of their legitimate rights, including the right to
self-determination, to return to their homeland, and to
set up their own State, is an integral part of such an
over-all settlement.

339. As is known, these fundamental rights of the
Arab people of Palestine have been recognized by the
international community. The United Nations, in its
numerous decisions, in particular in resolutions 3236
(XXIX) and 3375 (XXX), reaffirmed the inalienable
national rights of the Arab people of Palestine, includ-
ing their right to self-determination, without external
interference, and to national independence and
sovereignty, as well as the need for the participation of
the PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the Arab
people of Palestine, in all efforts, deliberations and
conferences on the Middle East, on an equal footing
with other parties.

340. Inopen defiance of these decisions of the United
Nations relating to recognition of the legitimate rights
of the Arab people of Palestine, the Israeli authorities
continue to pursue the policy of aggression, occupation
and expansion. Israeli military forces continue to com-
mit acts of aggression against Lebanon and inflict suf-
ferings upon the people of Southern Lebanon. The
Zionist authorities are heavily engaged in establishing
massive settlements on occupied Arab lands in order to
perpetuate their occupation of the Arab territories.
These criminal acts are very often accompanied by acts
of mass repression against the indigenous Arab popula-
tion and by gross violations of that population’s human
rights. In this connexion, my delegation fully endorses
the conclusions of the report of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories
[A]34/631, paras. 364-394].

341. The talk about the so-called administrative
autonomy of Palestinians in the occupied territories is
nothing but zn attempt to legalize the present status of
the 3 million Palestinians deprived of their own nation-
hood and sovereign territory.

342. The position of principle of the Mongolian
People’s Republic with respect to the Middle East prob-
iem is clear-cut and unequivocal. The delegation of the
Mongolian People’s Republic considers that a just and
lasting solution to the Middle East problem can be
found only within the framework of a comprehensive
settlement. It can be achieved only through the com-
plete and unconditional withdrawal of the Israeli troops
from all Arab territories occupied in 1967, the exercise
of the legitimate national rights of the Arab people of
Palestine, including their right to seif-determination, to
create their own State and to return to their homeland,
in accordance with the relevant United Nations deci-
sions. In this regard my delegation fully supports the
conclusions of the Sixth Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries on the Mid-
dle East and Palestine.

343. Inconclusion, I should like to express my delega-
tion’s appreciation of the work carried out by the Com-
mittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People since the last General Assembly ses-

sion. It supports the recommendations contained
therein.

344. Mr. OUNAIES (Tunisia) (interpretation from
French): The question of Palestine is today one of the
questions of greatest concern to the international com-
munity. It is clear in fact and universally recognized
that the crucial problem of the Middle East cannot be
solved without a just solution of the Palestinian
problem.

345. Many United Nations resolutions have affirmed
and reaffirmed what is now self-evident, that the Pales-
tinian question is the crux of the Middle East problem.
It is to the great credit of the United Nations, and in
particular the General Assembly, that it has once again
placed the quest for a settlement of the explosive situa-
tion prevailing in the Middle East in its true context,
disproving inter alia the reasoning and the claims of
those who would represent the Palestinian conflict as a
generalized racial war between Jews and Arabs.

346. It is impossible to resolve the oroblems of the
entire Middle East region, problems ot Arab and non-
Arab countries alike, without giving the people of
Palestine an opportunity to exercise their right to self-
determination and independence.

347. The Palestinian pfoblem, which is of course, first
of all a problem of a colonial nature, also has a global,

- strategic dimension, and therefore it is increasingly ur-

gent to bring about the just solution advocated by the
General Assembly in its various resolutions, which re-
flect and endorse the conclusions in the report of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People.

348. Tunisia is a member of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People and will not dwell on the Committee’s achieve-
ments, but we should like to point out that almost all the
numerous speakers on this item have recognized the
decisive role played by the Committee in shedding light
on a basic problem which we have too often attempted
to surround with racial and religious considerations that
are really alien to it. The Chairman of the Committee,
Mr. Médoune Fall of Senegal, certainly played a deci-
sive role in the dynamic work carried out by the Com-
mittee. We wish to join all those who have paid a tribute
to him as he prepares to leave New York.

349. It is now for the Security Council to shoulder all
its responsibilities towards the Palestinian people and
the cause of peace by unequivocally affirming recogni-
tion of the inalienable and fundamental rights of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, freedom and
independence on the territory which has always be-
longed to them.

350. Contrary to what he may believe, we listened
carefully to the representative of Israel in this forum
[77th meeting]. Once again we were disappointed by
the completely negative attitude of his Government
towards the Palestinian people, pitting against the
language of law the language of what he calls reality,
that is, the de facto situation imposed by the force of
arms.

'351. Inaregion where disorder threatens to reach the
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breaking point, it is startling that neither Israel nor its
allies are aware that force alone cannot resolve prob-
lems, especially since today throughout the interna-
tional community there is a growing movement of sup-
port for the Palestinian people and recognition of their
rights, and also active solidarity with the Palestinians
and the PLO, the sole lcgitimate representative of its
people.

352. This movement of fraternal and total solidarity is
clearer than ever today throughout the Islamic commu-
nity of almost 1 billion people, surrounded and energeti-
cally supported by all the other peoples of Africa and
Asia and increasingly by the peoples of Latin America,
loyal to their traditions of justice and freedom, in stand-
ing up to the policy of the fait accompli, of aggression
and of conquest. by force of arms, aggression and con-
quest that have not even spared the Holy City of Jerusa-
lem, whose sacred nature is defiled by the constant
profaning of Islamic holy places and even the demoli-
tion of those sites with a view to feverish Judaization,
thus affecting what is most sacred and most profound to
hundreds of millions of Moslems and Christians: their
faith and their spiritual heritage.

353. Moreover, the traditional support of all the
socialist States for the Palestinian cause has been aug-
mented today by the support of many countries of
Western Europe, and we have seen d reflection of this in
this very Assembly. ’

354. In the face of this universal consensus for a just
and lasting solution of the Middle East problem through
which all the peoples of the region will be able to live
side by side without disdain and without hatred, the
Israeli Government had arrogantly issued a systematic
refusal. We cannot fail to be startled at the fact that
Israel still finds allies in this attitude of refusal and alibis
in agreements such as those of Camp David which,
because they ignore the Palestinians and the PLO,
could resolve nothing.

355. The Tenth Arab Summit Conference, held at
Tunis from 20 to 22 November 1979 under the chair-
manship of President Bourguiba, stressed once more
the fact that those agreements, because of their partial
nature, cannot provide the solution of genuine and last-

ing peace to which all Arabs aspire, and to which above .

all, quite rightly, the Palestinian people aspire.

356. An essential fact must be accepted because it

‘arises out of a correct analysis of the situation and this
fact is that the obstruction of Israel and its accomplices
will directly lead us to further disorder and to upheavals
even more threatening to international peace and
security.

357. That fact cannot be skirted without impairing the
effectiveness of any step aimed at establishing peace.
Unfortunately, the separate initiatives taken up to now
have brought about unfavourable developments which
have taken us farther away from lasting solutions rather
than bringing us closer to them.

358. Israel’s self-delusion resides in its belief that
armed expropriations can be perpetrated indefinitely,
so long as the most expansionist of Zionist theses still
triumph. It has also deluded itself in counting on the
submission of a people which has taken the path of

struggle and sacrifice to recover its homeland and its
dignity. It is certainly not Israel, which took a two-
thousand-year leap into history to seek justification for
its policy of annexation, that could cause the Palestin-
ian people to lose faith or compel it to surrender. That is
especially true since the Palestinian people in its strug-
gle knows that the validity of that struggle has been
established in the relevant resolutions of our Assembly,
which has unequivocally affirmed the need for a just
solution of the problem based on the exercise by the
Palestinian people of their right to independence and
national sovereignty.

359. We will aspire to peace and, more than any of us,
so do the Palestinian people, who demand true peace
based on justice and equity. However, the Palestinians
cannot go on being the unfortunate victims of a situa-
tion which they did not create and for which the United
Nations must assume a considerable share of responsi-
bility. It would be tragic were we to allow latent resent-
ment to explode, thus creating another situation whose
consequences would be felt by the entire international
community.

360. Mr. SINCLAIR (Guyana): In considering the
question of Palestine the Assembly is turning its atten-
tion to what is one of the most sordid tragedies of
recorded history—a tragedy of uprooting, disposses-
sion and exile. Paradoxically enough, this tragedy has
been visited upon the Palestinians and is being
perpetuated by a people which itself has been victim of
a persecution of which this Assembly knows only too
well. This Assembly must see to it that the Palestinian
geople cease being made to expiate past injustices in-

icted elsewhere against those that dispossess them,
and that action is taken instead to restore to them what
has been taken away from them.

361. There is an almost universal consensus on the
essential nature of such restoration if there is to be
peace in the Middle East. The overwhelming majority
of the speakers who preceded me on this podium have
recognized it; the overwhelming majority of the Assem-
bly has recognized it; the Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting at Lusaka in August of this year
have recognized it; and as recently as September last
the heads of State or Government of non-aligned
countries meeting at Havana also gave recognition to
the centrality of the rights of the Palestinian people irn
any search for a just and lasting settlement of the Arab-
Israeli conflict.

362. When in 1974 the General Assembly resumed
substantive consideration of the question of Palestine,
it was giving recognition that was long overdue to the
fact that it had to address itself directly to the issue of
Palestine if any meaningful progress was to be made
towards a Middle East settlement. Despite this, there
have still been determined efforts to hark back to tradi-
tional attitudes which sought to exclude the role of the
Palestinians as the crucial factor in the search for a
solution. These attempts have taken the form of step-
by-step and bilateral approaches which have proved
ineffective as the basis for an over-all settlement. In-
stead they have served to strengthen the conviction that
a Middle East peace is unobtainable through partial
measures and can be achieved only within the
framework that enjoys almost universal acceptance in
the internationai community.
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363. However, while ine restoration of the inalienable
national rights of the Palestinian people is a sine qua
non for a permanent solution to the Middle East prob-
lem, it is not of course the only requirement. It is only
part of the prescription almost universally recognized
as the basis for a comprehensive Middle East settle-
ment. This prescription consists of three principles:
Israeli withdrawal from all Arab lands occupied since 5
June 1967; the restoration of the national ri.its of the
Palestinian people, including their right to a homeland;
and the right of all States in the area to live within
mutually recogrized boundaries.

364. But those principles will be of no value what-
soever to an =ventual Middle East settlenient unless
they are strictly and faithfully implemented by all con-
cerned. While they continue to be ignored, interna-
tional peace and security continue to be endangered by
the perpetuation of a situation which, no cne denies,
could easily degenerate into a conflict of global propor-
tions. In this connexion Israel comes to mind im-
mediately. The emphasis by that State on satisfying the
exaggerated, almost grotesque definition of its secuiity
interests only serves to ensure continuing instability
and tension in the Middle East and to move us farther
away from a final, just and peacefui settlement. Wilful
attacks against Lebanon, the strengthening of the pres-
ence of the occupier through the establishment of
more and more settlements, the granting of permission
to Israeli citizens to buy land in the occupied territories,

the continued persecution of the inhabitants of the terri-.

tory under occupation, of which the latest example is
the threatened deportation of the Mayor of Nablus—
those are all actions that fly in the face of the interna-
tional community and mock the framework for peace
that enjoys such wide acceptance.

365. It was only weeks ago that the Special Political
Committee concluded consideration of the report of
UNRWA [A/34/13 and Corr. I]. Next week it will be
considering the report of the Special Committee to In-
vestigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Population of the Occupied Territories [Al34]
613]. These discussions have served and will serve to
focus the attzntion of the international community once
again on Israel’s attitude of obstruction of the peace
process and to reaffirm its concern at the effects of this
attitude on the chances of peace in the region.

366. In the face of these negative factors I have just
described, the Committee on the Exercise of the Ina-
lienable Rights of the Palestinian People deserves a
special tribute for the excellent work it has been
performing under the chairmanship of Ambassador
Fall. This Comuaittee has set out a practical action-
oricnted programme under which the Palestinians
would be able to enjoy their long-denied inalienable
rights to self-determination, national independence and
sovereignty in their own Palestinian homeland. These
recommendations have been endorsed by the General
Assembly and are reaffirmed in the report at present
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before us for consideration. Thanks in large measure to
the activities of that Committee, there is a markedly
heightened international awareness of the Palestinian
cause and sympathy for the injustices of which Palestin-
ians have been and continue to be victims. In particular,
my delegation notes with great satisfaction the in-
creased world-wide moral and political support which
the PLO continues to gain as the sole legitimate rep-
reserative of the Palestinian people, with the exclusive
right to represent them in any negotiations concerning
their future.

367. Unfortunately, the Security Council is being

cept conspicuously out of step with this progressive
march of iniernational opinion, and is prevented from
lending the weight of its authority to the framework for
peace in the Middle East that is so widely recognized as
constituting the basis for a final settlement. The adop-
tion ~f the Committee’s recommendations by the Se-
curity Council wouid represent a positive development
in the search for the just and permanent solution that we
all so ardently seek.

368. My delegation sincerely hopes that the Security
Council will very soon be allowed to seize the opportu-
nities at hand for advancing the cause of peace in the
Middle East. It seems high time for us to start being less
sentimental about solutions to the problems of the Mid-
dle East and/or approaches to these solutions. The
answer to the Palestinian problem certainly does not lie
in vague, loose promises of autonomy of varying sorts
or limited sovereignty or self-determination after five
years, any more than it lies in the preponderance of
arms. The existence of Palestine as an iadependent
nation was recognized by the League of Nations in the
grant of the Mandate for Palestine on 24 July 1922, even
before there was any recognition of a Zionist State. The
people of Palestine are a proud indomitable people
whose will and whose resistance will not be broken by
force of arms.

369. We need accelerated movement towards a solu-
tion to the Palestinian problem that will satisfy the just
aspirations and expectations of the Palestinian people.
History’s judgement will be immeasurably kinder if,
proceeding from a sober appreciation of where the in-
terests of peace in the Middle East truly lie, we were to
discourage instead of encourage Zionist intransigence
and bring our undisputed influence to bear on the side of
justice.

370. The PRESIDENT: We have just heard the last
speaker in the debate on this item. Several representa-
tives have expressed their desire to speak in exercise of
their right of reply. In view of the lateness of the hour,
they will be given the opportunity to do so before the
vote on draft resolutions A/34/L.43 and A/34/L.44 to-
morrow afternoon at 3 o’clock.

The meeting rose at 8.40 p.m.





