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l' The present report is Eubnitted pursuant to Generar Assenblv resolution 39,/230of l8 Deceftber 1984, in which the Assenh,Iv requestea the Secretarv_Gene ra I toensure the inDlenentation of the res.rution and to subrnit i" ai"-o"".*r*, ,a ,a"fortieth sessi.on a reDort on the oroqress achieved in the imDlementation of theproaranme of the TransDort and Connunications Decade in Afriea.
2: The report qives a summary of the goals of the Decade and the main thrust ofthe progranne for the second Dhase of the Decade. Specificallv, the reportconta ins:

(a) A hrief description of the Decade, the results achieved durlng the firstphase and the nain objectives of the second Dhasei

(b) An account of the main developments and activities undertaken b!, theEccnonic Conrnission for Africa (ECA) since JuIv l9g4 relatino to the Droqranne forthe Jecade, namelv. general and s'ecial activities ana, tasks;
(c) fnfornation on the progress nade toBards the iftplementation of theRegionar African satelrite connunications svsten (RAscoM) ana 5n 6ggegnt of thet-:k.9f the fnter-Agencv Co-ordinatinq Conhittee for the Svsten. ebich wasestablished bv the ECA conference of uinisters-in its resolution 436 ()(VIII),
(d) An account of the actlvities relating to the preparations for thetechnical consultative rneet inqs for proiects in the fields of postal services,railwavs and civir aviation an<r a report of the resurts 0f the sixth technicatconsultative neetinq on broadcastino, which, althouqh held Drior to JuIv t984, hasnot been reDorted on.

The attention of uenber states is drawn to the fact that the General Assehfrlv nillalso have trefore it, pursuant to resolution 12/160 0t lg Decenber lg??, an annuarreport on the inplementation of ttte otjectives of the Decade (A/ 40 / 4O}_E/](,AS/IO7 r -

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Backaround to the DrosraBme for the Deca,Je

II. REVIEI{ OF THE ACH IEVFMENTS OF fHE FIRST PHASE OF THE DECADEAND THE COALS OF THE SECOND PHASE

3, ,I4ith the sioning of the cbarter of the orqanization of African unitv (oAU) inMav 1963, the African covernnents estahrishe., . ""*r"" 
-" 

r 
"it;;;';;; roniro.r"aronof the prohlerns of regionar transport and conmunications. sinee that tine,nunerous resolutions of OAU. ECA and the ceneral Assemhlv have enphasize.i theinportance of international co-operat ion and co-ordrnation for the inteqration ofthe various transport and comrnunicatl""s svsteis i.n Afri.ea.

4' rt v'as aqainst that qeneral backqround that tbe EcA conference of Ministersfirst put forpard the iriea of a transport and connunications deca.Je in Afriea trvadoDtinq resolution 291 (xIII) at its neetj.nq 
"i'xin"n""", in Fetruarv 197?. The
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resolution reconnend ed that the international connunitv and' in particular' the

cor0petent united Nat ions 
''t'ott 

t"t should proclaln a transport and connunications

decade in Africa durlng lhe vears 1978-1988 in order to:

(a) Give active support to lhe qloLtal strategv for the developrnent of

transport and comnunications in Africa and to lhe apotication of the strategy for

the purpose of solvinq tn.-priuf"*" of the continent in this field?

(b) ttoftillze the technical and financial resourc€s required for this purpose'

5. The resol'utlon ttas Buttsesuentlv endorsed bv the Econonic and social council in

its resolution 209? (LxIIIl of ?9 JulY I9?7 an<i by the General Assenbly ' !'hich

proclaimetl the Transport and Connunlcations Decade in Africa in resolution 32/L6o'

EcA was selected as tne reai "q.ntv 
ror the inplermntation of resol'ution 32/L60'

FinaIIy, oAU endorsed the grogralnlt€ at the Monro;ia sunmit neetinq of Julv 19?9 and

It has been subsequently incorporated ln Ehe Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act

of Laqos (see A/5-Il/14. annex r)'

6. For the various resolutions. aPPealB P€re nade for the provision to EcA of the

additionalresourcegnecegsarytoenat'leittocarfYoutthelorkentailedin
developing the strategy and plans and for the Provision to the African countries of

the necessary technical assistance for lnplernenting the Decade proqra ne'

Furthernore, the Unlteat Natlons secretary-Gene ra I appealed to the international
connunitv at rarqe ao pro.'iu. the necessary flnaneial and technical essistance to

the Afr ican count r i es.

7. The implenentation of the progranne for the Decade was divided into two

ohases. The first ott"""-tot'"iti tie period r9?9-r983 and the second phase the

DeEiod 19 84-19 88.

8. The prograrnrne of the first pha6e r"as prepared rather hasttly' resultlng in a

generar-purpo". proqr..* ii p.oit"t= sub$itted by Governnents' TheY tended to

enphasize nrtional proJects, thereby neqlecting regional and suhreglonal projects

essential for the integratlon of the continent' Adtlitionally' the proiects r,ere

preaented by noale of transportation, resulting ln a lack of enPhasis on

halsonlzation of the different nodes' The net result xas that the need to develop

the transport and connunicat ion systen in Africa for the physical lntegration of

the continent, as ctearly stated in the global strategy, was not fully attalned

durlng that Phase.

9. EcA took a more active role in preparing the prograrnne for the, second phase'

r,'hich resulted in inProved and nore coherent Presentation' gihil€ the second Dhase

programne retains the globaL strategy of the Decade' it has heen reortented to give

top prioritv to th€ trFlenentation of certain categories of proJects.that are both

crltical and eould have the greatest inpact on the physical tntegratlon of the

continent, nafielyr naintenanie and rehabilitatlon' lnanpower developinent ' transit
corridors and inter-country and subreglonal projects'
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offlciaLlv enaled in 1983.
on the implenentation of
sone proiects bave not

infornation uere

10. Oving to the fact that the firat phase of the Decadethe present report should have included the final resultsthat phaae. Unfortunately, this is not the case. becauseyet been coqcleted and serious problens i.n collectton of
encountered .

1l' For the tentative analysis of tbe inplementat ron of the frrst-phase progranne,a reference program€ tras selected based on the revlsed progranne for thepreparation of tbe Eecond phase togetber vlth the informatlon obtalned durinq fielalnisgions- ProJects totalled 554 .ut of the oriqinal proqranme of 1,0gr pro.lects.

12. The analvsis of 216 Frolects on which reliahle infornation concerninq thestate of implenentation ls avallable shows that as of !4arch l9B5:

(al Sorne 42.1 per cent of the pro.lects have been conpleted,
(h) Sone 36.6 per cent are in oroqressi

(c) Onlv 21.3 per cent have not vet reached the Btaqe of inp!-enentat ion.

13- The analv6is of the 176 Drolects on which reriable infornation concernrnqfinancinq ,'as availahle shor.,s that:
(a) Sone 5O,l per cent of the proiects have heen fullv financedi
(b) Sotne ?0.5 Fer cent have heen partiallv financedi

(cl Sone 20.4 per cent have not vet received anv financinq.

14. The total ftnancing ohtained for those 176 Dro.iects ts 69.9 Der cent of thelrtotal eosti 42 Der cent of tbe anount tlas been Frovtated trv African countriegthenselves an(i 58 Der cent hv external sources.

15. EcA had intended to undertake a nore detailed anaIyBi6 of the proiects
irnplernented during tbe first phasei for pxample, hoh, ,nanv kilonetres of roads orrailwavs $ere constructed or rehatrilitated, how nanv tralninq centres uereestablished, the nunber of aircraft Durchased etc. Housysl, in viep of the Dartiallnfornation otrtalned to dat.e. such analvsis rras not possifrle and can onlv beundertaken in the lnnedlate future if the flo', of infortnation to EcA inDroves asexpected throuqh the use of local natlonal conEultants.

C. Ob'tectiv€s of the second phase

16. The second-phase pr@ranne, ehich r{ras approved hv the ECA Conference ofMinisters in resolution 28? (XIX) of 25 ?.tav igga ana constitutes a najor portion ofthe transport and coftr$unicat ions cornDonent of the Lagos ptan of Action and the Ftnar
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Act of Laoos, is conprehensive arut is estinated to cost about $Us l8'3 ttillion over

the next three and a half years. The proq ranrne ' hol'ever ' recognizes and lays

strong enphasis on the develoDnent of certain na'lor inter-state tranaport and

connunications links lthlch have the greatest Dotential and impact in efforts to

Dhysically integrate tne continent. namelv: (a) €xistinq and potential transit

transport corridors, Drinarilv servinq the nurnerous lan'l-Iocke(t African countriest
(tr) the Trans-African Highwav net$ork ' wl'tich is desioned to enable interconnection

of all naintand African countries hy appropriately designed hiqhr''ay and feeder road

netuorksi (c) inter-African air transport l.inks' sinilarlY desiqned to enable

re.qular. frequent an.l reliable air connections among African countries; and (d) the

Pan-African Teleconnunicat ions Network (PANAFIEL) for the interconnection of States

trithout the necessitv of ext ra-cont inenta I transit points'

17. In the Drogranne as a whole, includinq the above-nentioned areas' the

stronqe8t etnphasls is.qiven to the naintenance and rehattititation of existinq
transport an<i conftunlcat ions infrastructures and facilities' That is b€cause nost

of then are in disrepair and because the drive to construct neu infrastructures at

the exDense or neglec! of existino ones r,ill not add to the total usable

infrastructureorenahletheghvsicalintegrationofthecontinent't'utmav
actuallv add to the existing transport and eo$nunicat ions prohlens in Afriea' Fron

the econonic an.l financial persDective' the cost of rehabilitation and

reconstruction of 6eriouslv deteriorated infrastructure/facilities 1s as oreat as'

if not higher than. the cost of neh' construction' Furthernore' the operating costs

on such facilitieg are abnornally hiqh and constitute a rnaior constraint on

econohic develoDr$ent.

lg. Traininq and technical assistance figure proninently in the Drogranne' and lt

contains special pro'lects deating exclusivelv "'itt' 
tnt expansion of existing and

the establlshnent of new reo iona l/subr eq iona I tralninq centres and, the eftectlve

utilization of foreign technical assistance' The otti ective is to harnonize'

standardize anc concentrate the traininq of African transport and eonnunications

personnel in a fee !'ell-rnanaged and intensivelv utilized regional/suhreqional
traininq instltutlons. Ttrose institutions would also enhance the efficient and

effective utilizatlon ot-ioreicn technical assistance in the forn of tralners'

19. The Droqran$e clearlY recoqnizes the fact that inter-state Iinks are but

inevitable extenslons of natlonal networks and therefore it contains several kev

national Drolects that eilher forn Darts of or are crucial for the inter-state
links.

20. There are also a fen r eq iona I /suhreq ional proiects in the pro-qranne dealinq

erith special issues or Drojects in wblcb the region as a whole or an entire
subreqion tnrrst fullv 

"ar-aoar.t" 
for effective inplenentation' These include

traininq schools. standardtzation, tariffs' uniforn rules and reaulations'
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III. AETIVITIES OF THE ECONOittC CO{UI ISSION FOR AFRICA SINCE
JULY 198 4

2L. The Dresent sectlon of the report gives an account of the activities
undertaken by ECA in lts capacitv as the lead aqencv for the imElehentation of the
Decade progranne and covera both the general activities of the ConmisEion and
sDecific Dro'lect6 and tasks undertaken. The siqnificance of those activities lies
in the fact that they eere undertaken during the first year of the aecond phase and
nill form tbe basis for ECA activitles in subsequent Vears.

A. General actleities and tasks

22. The nain concern of ECA for the per iod imnediately followlng the fouEth
Conference of Minlsters of Transport, Comnunications and planninq, held in
Februarv 1984, up to the end of tbe vear was the finalization of th€ second-Dbase
proqranflte folloeting its ad@tion hy the Conference of ti!inisters. Final documents
detailing the contents of the prograntre eere prepared and ad.iustnents to the draft
Drograntne lrere nade ln aceordance uith the decisions of the Conference. CouDled
with tbis, t.he Cotmrission eas preoccupied ltith laving down inpioved procedures for
rnonl tor ing the i.nplenentat ion of the proqranne. Thus, the reporting svsten rras
streamlined to reduce the multiDlicitv of reports ttrat had characteri"ed the
first-Dhase progranne and a nel, nethod, consl.stinq of the use of local consultants,
uas decided upon for obtalnlng lnfornation fron Menher States. These net'
Proc€dures will be tegted for the first t irne durina the FreDaration of the annual
report for 1985 on tre Decade Droatanne.

B. SDecial act ivit ies

23. ECA al6o i.trrplenented sDecific pro'iects and undertook activities ailr.ed at
achievinq the specific obJecCives of che Decade. fn this roaardr ECA undertook the
foI lo!,ing :

(a) Preparation of a reDort and particlpation, tcrqether with the Economic
Conmisslon for Europe (ECE) an{i the Econonic Connisslon for vlestern Asia (ECt'lA I ' at
the International t'leet inq on Transport Deve loDnent in the Req lon of the
Ited iter ranean i

(bl Orqanization of and Dreparation of docunentat ion for the African Foa.l
Safety Congress in collaboration sith Ehe Nordlc countries, the t{orld Health
Organization (ttHO), the ltlorld Bank and the ?ransport and Road Research Laboratorv
of tbe United Kingdom (Nairohi, ??-30 Auqusc 1984)t

(c) Organlzation of and preDaration of docunentation for the Preparatorv
Connittee of the Chairnen of the tto(klnq Croups of the Inter-State Facilitation
Connlssion of the Trans-East African Highwav Authorltv (TEAHA) (Addis Abata,
?4-?5 septenh€r 1984 ) i
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(d) conclusion of negot lat ions and agreement on the terns of reference for
the pre-feaslttility studv of the Trans-East Afrlcan Hioheay blt Delcanda
International, for ehlch funAlnq had been secured fron the Canadlan tnternaticmal
Developnent AgencY (CIDA) in Novenber 1984;

(e) PreDaration. at the request of the Econonic connunl tv of t{est African
states (ECOi{AS), of a docunent, lnclutting the statutes, for establlshing the 9iest
African Highvav Associatlon (Julv 1984) t

(fl From I Julv to 3t Decenber 1984, a nission iointly organized by EcA and

the @vernnent of Brazi}, conDoaed of four Brazilian and tno Afrlcan experts'
vislt€d 12 African countrtes that presented eond lt ion6 rePresentative of the
functloning and itrplementation of the PANAtrtEL netr.ork ttlth a viee to prqnotinq
econohic and technlcal co-operat ton among develo.Dlng countlies. The nlssion also
vtsited Brazil, as that countrltts recent experience in develoPlng its
telecoftnunicat ions svsten and the supporttng lndustrv providea a relevant basis tor
co-operation. The Cjove rnnent of Brazil reaffirfied its interest in purauing sone of
the proiecta reconnended by the nis3ioot

(9) Organization, in collaboration with the Governnent of the Federal
Republic of c,ernany, of a senlnar on tbe planning of rura!. te leconnun icat ions
netvorks. rrhlch naa held at Addis Ababa fron 17 to 22 Septenber 1984' ?he
obJective of the senLnar was to €*change vteus and exPerience betseen
representatives of tnduatrialired Countrles at,d telecontsunlcat ionA exPerta frotr
Afrlcan countrles and to discusa and agree on the best aPPtoach for plannlng
neteorks in the rural areas for the benefit of the rural PoPulation and the
econonic developnent of the African countries. The seftinar uas attendd by

22 Darticipnts from 15 Afrlcan countrtes, t5 particlpants fron 11 nanufacturers.
and reDresentatives of the International Telecomnunicat ion Unton ( ITlt) and Ehe

United Nat lons Educational, scientiflc and cultural organizatlon (UMsco) t

(h) Orqanizatlon, in conJunction eith the Unlted Nations Conference on Trade
and Deve lopnent ( UNCIAD) and the Governnent of the Union of Soviet Soclalist
Republics, of a seninar on the Droblen3 of Port operations in Africa' 'hicb was

held in Leningrad fron 30 JulV to 12 August 1984. ECA presented lectures at the
seninar and conducted an evaluation of lts outcone;

(i) A study was undertaken on the establishnent of co-oPe ra t ion nachinerv for
the countries riparian on the congo,/zaire and ouhang[i rlvers. The report of the
study is beinq f inal i zed t

(J) A preliminarv study t'as conducted on the developnent of navigation on the
Baro and Akobo rivers and the lakes of Ethlopia. The rePort ia under Preparation,

(kl Determination of technlcal agsistance needs for the navigatlon of lakes
t4a1avi, Tanaanvika' victoria' Nariha' Mt,reru7 Bano'eFulu and Kaboro Bas6a' Tbe studv
is currentlv under r., av i

(1) Fron 4 to 2l septenher
a DreDaratory assistance nission

1984' EcA. in co-operation r"ith uNgtAD, undertook
on the introduction of the concept of international
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nultinodal traneport in selected areas in Africa. The mission covered Kenyar tbeunited Reputrlic of ranzania, uqanda and zambla in Eastern Africa and Burkina Faso,
the rtory coast and Mari in tiest Africa. The flndings of the rnisaion !,ould read toa full-scale proiect that it is hopeat vill be funated by UNDP;

(rn) At the invitatlon of the Eastern and Southern African l,lanagenentfnstitute (ESAI{I), ECA asslsted in the organization of a senlnar on project
planning, evaluation and nanageoent in the field of transport. The six-rreek
seminar eras attended tly 16 participants fron four countries of Eastern and SouthernAfrica (Septenher-October 1984) i

(n) EcA, in conjurrction with the port ltanagement Association of Eastern aftlsouthern Africa, conducted a survey of the tralnlng needs of the port authoritiesof Eastern and Southern Africa (October l9g4).

IV. CONT'XRENCE OF iTINISTERS OF THE ECONCITIC COIII,4ISSION
FOR AFR,ICA

24. The eleventh neet ing of the ECA Conference of l{inlsters was held at
Addis Atraba fron 25 to ?9 Aprir 1985. sone of lts reconmendations are relevant to
and have financial irnplications for the current activities of tbe Decade.

?5. In particular, in lts resolution S44 (XXl of A9 April, the Conference,inter alta, recuested the sec retary-cene ra I to provide EcA t ith re6ources to enableit to organize tbe fifth Conference of African Ministers of Transport,
Conmunlcatlona and planning in 198G. Since thia is the poticy body for the
I'nplenentation of the Decade progranne, its regular biannual neetings are vital torthe success of the Decade.

26. Furthernore, [n the sane resolution the Confer€nce reouested the
seeretary-cenera I to nake available to the conrnisgion sufficient financial
resources to enabl€ it to organize co-ftnancing neetings for certain speciflc
reqional projects and for projects located in c.orridors affordtnc access to the seafor land-locked countr ies.

27. The Connisslon has consequentl!,
for additional fundlng to undertake

subnitted to the Secreta ry-cene ral a requ€st
the above actlvities and a detailed budqet.

V. ORGANI ZATION OF TTTE SIXTTI TECMTICAL CONSULTATIVE {IIEETING

28. The sixth technlcal consultative neetlnq, the first on the developrcnt of
broadcast ing in Africa to asgist in mobirizing additionar financial resources for
inDlenent ing broadcasting proiects eithin the Decade programne. was held at Harare
fron 4 to 5 June 1984.
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A. General ac t ivit ies

29. The neetinq r,ta s oroanized and serviced by ECA in colLaboration ltlth rTU' The

doeunents and the invitations eere circulated to all African countries and alao

sent to all potential donors, international financial institutions, relevant united
Nations specialized agencies and African intergove rnnenta I- organizations'

30. Of the 34 African countrles uhose proieces xere Presented at the neeting' 25

participated. The neeting vas also attended bv rePresentatives of five donor

countries and trro financial institutions and t'v three ottservers'

B. Results of the neetinq

31. The worktnq Froq.ramne for the meetinq contained 88 sound hroadcastinq
projects, qrouped into five cateqories: rehabilitation and maintenance' traininq'
technical assistance, regional and national Drojects' The total estirlated cost was

$3g3 rnillion, of $hich 20 Der cent had elther h,een locallv earnarked Or externallv
secured Prior to the nEeting.

32. The totat arnount of funds that donors declared likelv to be availat'le from

then if Mentler statea concerned took the necessarv initiatives !'as $59'70 nillion
or 15.? per cent of tbe total resources required for flnancinq the 88 broadcast inq

Droiects in the second Phase.

33. consequentlv, about 35 per cent of funtls requireti to inplenent all 88 proiects

can nou te sai,d !o have lreen either locallv earrnarked t'v tnentter countrles or

secured from external sources.

34, In conclusion, lt can tre stated that the results of the neetino were

satisfactorv thouqh not adeouate.

VI. IMPLEITEMATION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 391230

35. In parasraph ? of its resolution 39/230, the General Assemblv reouested lhe
sec r etarv-Gene ra I to Drovide EcA t^'ith adequate financial resources fron the reqular

budqet ot the United Nations to enable it to fullv inplenent the activitieg
previouslv nandated in paragraoh 9 of Assenbl'v resolution 38/150' to ensure the
pre.paration of relevant financial and technical docunqnts of selected proiects for
the second pbase of the Decade and to ensure oronpt follor't-up on interestg expresed

bv Crvernnents and international financial institutions in financinq Decade

proiects durinq technical consultative neetinqs.

36. In cornpliance ltith the reouest of the Secretarv-General ' the Gener€I Assemblv

orovided frorn the reqular budqet $563r000 in 1984 and $1'8?5 nillion in 1985

towards the inplementation of resolutions 38/150 and 39/230'

31 . In Daraqraph 7 of its resolution 38,/150. the General Assenbly reouested the

Executive Secretarv ot ECA to orqanize four technical consultative neetinos (on

frroadcasting' postal services, air transport and railwavs and rail transDort) '
Accordinqly. the foltoeinq act ions have been undertaken'
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lrroadcaslino vas held at Harare fron
ln paraoraphs 28-34 ahove.

39. The technical consultative meetinq on air transDort was held at Addis Abaha
fron 6 to 8 Mav 1985, but due to poor attendance of donors, it rras postDoned and
beld with lhe l|ieetinqs on rallravs and Dostal services at Brazzaville fron
23 to 25 Novenber 1985. A total of 91 air transport proiects r'ere envisaqed t,lthin
the folloninq cateqories financed fron local. or external sorlrces:

(a) fnfrastructure and rehahi litat ion Droiects: 51 r

29i(t,) Traininq and technical assistance proiects:

(c) Co-ordination and co-operation pro.iects: "ll

(d) lilaintenance proiects: 4.

The total estirnated cost of the Droiects is $974.08 rnillion of ehich
$1f5.65 nillion has heeD financed fron local or external sources, leavinq an anortnt
of $858.43 nillion to be notrilized.

40. The technical consultative neeting on railuavs, originallv scheduled to be
held at Blantvre, trtalawi, trott 24 to 27 septenher 1985? will be held toqether nith
those on air transport and postal services at Brazzaville fron 25 to
27 Novenber 1985. T!4o consultants trere recruited to prepare docunents for the
neetinq, b'hich have been distributed. A total of 84 proiects have been prepared
and their estinaced cost is $3.362 Lrillion. so far atDut $?95 tnillion has tteen
obtained and the renaininq $2.557 Fillion is to he ftofilized.

41. The techni.cal consultative neetinq on Dostal services ryill be held at
Brazzaville fron 20 to 23 Noventrer 1985. A consultant lras recruited to Drepare the
backqround docunents, nhich have heen finalized and dlstrihuted. Some 134 @stal
Droiects have been identified for the technical consultative neeting. Their
estinated cost i3 $528 nillion. African GovernneDts have financed sone of the
pro-iects up to $lll trlillioh. and financing so far obtaine(i from external resourees
is onlv $14.4 million. The rest, i.e. $403 nillion, is still beino souoht fron
external sou rces -

42. The status of the implenentation of activities rnandated ln paraqraph 9 of
ceneral Assenblv resolution 38lI50 and in paraqraph ? (a) of resolution 39/?30 is
as fo!-Iows-

(a) Studv on tbe harnonization and co-ordlnation of various nodes of
transport and connun icat ions

43, In order to rnake it manageable, the studv is beinq conducted on a subreqional
lrasis to tre later consolidated into a reoional scudv. For the first part of the
studv covering 'l.6 countries of ECOfIAS. a tean of consultantei has conpleted the
field rnissions and suL,nitted their reDorts. For the renaininq suhreqions (North.
Central and Eastern and Southern African suhreqions). l6 consultants r,rere
recruited, fleld nissions undertaken and some of the reports bave heen sutmitted.
while otbers are near comDlet ion and will soon he subnitted.
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44. The consultants are exDected to revier the entire transpore svsten In the
African region fron an integrated eerspective by making an inventorv of existing
and Dro'iected transport lnfrastructure and equipnent, identifyinq nissinq
inter-state links' analvsing capacities, naintenance and utlll-zation of transport
infrastructures and eouiprnent and evaluatinq the organization, nanagenent and
financial situations of transport undertakinqs. The preDaration of the
consolldated regional report, rrhj.ch 9,ill be based on the subregional reports. is
expected to contnence in November 1985 or soon after conpletion of the sut,reqional
reDortS.

(b) fianpouer and training needs surve!, in transport

45. For the first part of tbe study' covering general aftl multinodal transport.
terns of reference have heen DreDared and a team of consultants has comDleted
several field rnissions. The draft report will be fLnalized by the enal of
October 1985. For the second part of the study cover ing all transport nodes, terns
of reference have tteen prepared and field nissions bre in progress to provide the
necessaFy infornat ion,

46. The consultants are expected to analvse the present situation in manpor€r and
training needg in each node of transport end to nake an inventory, trv node of
lransport, of areas where trott.Ie-necks exlst and of nanporrer and traininq
reouirernents. tn, mode of transport, at the national' subregional and regional
levels.

(c) t{anpower and training n€eds survey in connunications

47. The prrrpose of tbe proiect i3 to undertake a surve!, of tnanpoee r and training
requirenents in connunications, i.e., t e leconnunicat iong, f,roadcast inq (radio and
television) and Dostal services, based on current nanporter Dlanning methodology in
the African region. The survev wlll hre conducted at suhreqional levels ttv three
teams of consultants. Each tean r.rill be comDosed of three specialists in the
fields ot te leconrnunicat ions , broadcagtlnc and postal serviceB, respectlvelv.

4A. The terns of reference and an action Dlan have tten prepared. Taro teams
consultants have been ideneified and the third tean.is beinq put together.
Preparation of the studv is non scheduled to begin on 15 October 1985 and the
should be conpleted bv March 1986.

studv

49. After the survev, the consultants t,ill prepare a consolj.dated report on tbe
training and rnanporrer requirenencs in the three Bectors of con$unications and nake
recommendations on the feaslbilitv of strenqthening exlsting national and
nultinational institutlons to entrace also training requirenents for non-technical
staff and provide courses in areas such as finance, nanaqenent, personnel' postal
services, nechanical aids etc, to neet identlfied needs.

of
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corununicat ions for the land-locked

50. For effective lmplenentation of oaragraDh 9 (c) of Assenhlv resolution 3g/tso,
EcA and uNcrAD have decided to make this a ioint undertakina. A progranne ofactsivities Has agreed upon and field nissions uill visit all the land-lockedAfrican countrieg. A draft report containinq the prioritv Drocranme has beenprepared h,v UNgfAD and will soon be discussed and finalizeil !,iti, FCA.

(el rth session ence o r ican uinisters of Tra
Cornmunicat ions and planninq

(d)

51. The session nas held at
and adopted the programme of
report on the evaluation of

Conakrv ln Fehruary
the second phase of

the inDlenentat ion of

1984. The Conference considered
the Decade and a prellrninary
the first-phase proqrantne.

( f )

52. The conference. organized bv ECA in colrah,oration lrith oAU, the African civj.r.Aviation comnis8ion (AFcAc) and the African Airlines As6ociation ,,as held in
Mba bane fron 19 to 23 Novenber 1984 in accordance r{'ith operative paragraph 9 (e) ofresolution 38,/l^50. ?he Conference dlscussed various itens for the irDrovenent ofthe African air transport network and the deveropment of air services. Beside theproblen of the fifth freedon and its impact, the conference also discussed lheproblen of facilitation in Africa, The conference adopted the Mtrabane Declaration,in which it reguested that a technical conmittee be established to forror,-upiftplenentat ion of the aatopted resolutions. Tfre terms of reference of the comnitteeeere' aDong other things, to define a conmon African stani on free excttanqe of thefirst and second freedons of air. to exhort African air transport authorit!.es to
exchange fourth and fifth freedons an.r to encourage the exchange of tbe fifth
freedom on eoual basis through the various arranqenehts for co-operation andfinancial conpensation. The technical connittee yas also requested to studv and totake inventorv of all exiBting and,/or potential nain routes neceasary for the
economlc deveropnent and phvsical inteqration of Africa, The connittee was furtherrequested to take action to promote nurtlnational airlines or .ioint ogerat rons atsutrreqional levels.

53. Por the implenentation of paragraph Z (trt of ceneral Assenblv resolution
39/23O, negotiations are envisaged rJith the African teveloprDent Bank (ADB)
following the ne€ting of African intergove rnnenta 1 organizations and financiarinsti.tutlons, held in June 1994, on the selection of critical regional proiects forehich financial and technical docunentF will tre preDared.

54, Inplenentation of paragraDh ? (c) of Assenblv resolution 39/230 rrill consistof preparatorv activities and missions to folrou up on lnterest expre.sed by donorsdurlng the technical consultative heetings alreadv held and to urge then toparticipate fully and acti.vely in the forthconinq technical consultative neet ingsin 1985. Those activitles are planned for the third and fourtb guarters of r-985.
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VI I. REGTOT{AL AFRICAN SATEI,LITE COI.IUUNICATIONS SYSTEII.I

A. Current sltuat ion

55. The Regionat African Satellite Connunicat ions Systen t as estabLiehed follording
a decision of African Governnents to nerqe various projects that included a
gatellite conmunication conponent. The Dreliminarv activities for the feaaittilitv
study of this project ere in progress. On the basis of resolut lon
ECA/UMACDA/Re3.83/26, adopted at the third rneet inq of Afrlcan |{inisters of
Transport, Cormunicatlons and Planning, held in Cairo in uarch 1983. the
Inter-Aqencv Co-ordinatlnq connittee (IACC) 

' conPosed of oAU, ECA' ADB, the
pan-African Teleconnun icat ions Union (PATU), the African National Television and

Broadcstinq Union (URTNA), Ehe African Postal an.i Te leconmunicat ions Union (UAPT) '
ITIJ, UNESCO and AFCAC Drepare.l tile terns of reference for the feasibilitv studv.
The terns of reference were suftsequentlv approved by a large naioritv of African
countr ie s.

56. At its fifth neeting, h€ld at conakrv on lI and 12 Fetrruarv 1984, IACC elected
OAU as chairnan, ECA as vice-chairnan, PATI' as technical secretarlat, ADB as

financial adviser and ITU as lead agencv' in accordance rdith resolution
ECA/UFaACDA/Re s.83/26. Furtherrnore, the Conmittee considered the question of
resource rnohilization and created a sub-eonmittee composed of OAU ' ECA. PATU, UAPT

and ITU to develop a strategy for the nottllization of funds'

57. In accordance uith the decision of the fourth neetinq of African Ministers of
Transport' Cotnnunicat iona and Plannino' the extraordinarv Meetinq of Experts of
TransEort. contnuni.cat ions and Planning rras held at EcA headourters at Ad(iis Abata
fron 2l to 24 March 1984. The Meeting of ExDerts reviened the report on the
activities of IACC and noted that the Connittee had achieved sone progress on the
DreDaratorv uork for the inDlenentation of the feasibilitv atudv in spite of
difficulties. It uas only on the i6sue of asslgnDent of tasks arrong conrnictee
nernberg that IACC had not teen attle to reach a decision'

58. Finallv, the l,leeting of ExDerts otrserved the difficulties encountered durinq
thelr neeting and the inFortance of the project, as cell as the urgencv co take a

deciston on the iDplenentation of the feasibilitv studv. ft agreed to reouest the
Chairnan of the fourth neeting ot African tltinisters of Transport, Connunications
and Planning to convene an extraordinarl, meeting of African Minlsters of
Telecofimunicat ions uith a view to takinq a final decision-

59. At its eighth neeting, held at oAU headauarters in Addis Ababa fron
15 to 18 October 1984, IACC finally agreed on the orqanizacion and assignment of
taEks among its nenbers for the inplenentatlon of the feasibilitv study. rt
identified tr{o levels of activitles, nanelv, frameroork for decisions and franeuork
foi the inpl.enentaeion of tbe feasibllity studv. The Connittee set up a technical
sub-connittee to co-ord inate all activitie3 rela!ing to the inplenentatlon of the
DroJect. It should be added that tbe conmittee has nade considerable progress
considerinq that this issue has atogged its work virtually since its inceDtion'
Hosever, there renain two outstandinq issues, relatinq to nho should be the
custodian of the funds and hor.r tbese funds should tte managed'
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60. Prior to its ninth n€eting, IACC held its first extraordinarv meeting at the
invltatlon of lts Chairrnan, OAU, at OAU headduarters on I0 Februarv 1985 to
consider the ADB proposal to financ€, fron its technical assistance account, the
feasitril,it], study project on the Reqional African satelLite connunicat ions svslen
subiect to the approval trv its Board of Direetors. O{ing to the financial
implications of the proDosals, IACC requested ADB to foiuard the proposals in
eriting to the menb€rs of IACC so that it could tre discussed at their ninth
neeting. At the ninth neeting, the proposals were revi.eued antl IAcc agreed to
accept the offer of the Bank to finance the study and requested IlU, ln cloae
collaboratlon xith the Chairnan of the Connittee, to naintain contact eith ADB eith
a view to folloring up ttre offer as u€ll as fulfilLinq the conditions of the loan.

61. fn March I985f IACC held a eonsultative meetinq ln ceheva on the feasihilitv
study of the Regional African Satellite Comnunicat ions Svsten wlth ootential donors
and finEncial institutions. The results fron the consultations were an offer bv
the Europ€an Econonic CoNnunitv (EEC) to finance in totality the feasitilitv studv
as a qrant under the rules of Lom6 II Convention. It r.ras pointed out, houelrer,
that the Lomi Convention excluded sone African countries and Droposals for
co-financing bv ADB, UNDP and UNESCO.

62. The Connittee t,e lcomed the positive indication bv EEC and aqreed that EEC
should fornally coNrunicate its offer to ITU as the convenor of the donors
neeting. fTU would in turn cornnunicate the formal offer to IACC for its
consideration. IT1, i{as consequentlv requested to naintain contacts with EEC,

B. Follorr-up action and activities

53. The fACC sub-conrnittee on resource nobili.zation has scheduled a neeting for
october 1985 with EEc to finalize necotiations on the grant for financinq the
feasibil.ity studv. At the same tine, a loan fron ADB is also under consideration
by the Comnittee.

54' An extraordinary conference of Minlsters ot Te leconnunicat ions is Dlanned for
Novenber 1985 to take a final deeision on the irplenentati.on of t.he feasitrilitv
seudy.




