
UNITED NATIONS

General Assembly SIXTH COmaTTEE
and meetilPg

held on
VORTY-FIFTH  SESSION

OflcM Abcods

Friday, 21 segtsmber 1990
at 3 porno
uew Y o r k

chairman:

SUWARY RECORD OF THE 2nd MRETIYQ

Mr. MIRULRA

CONTENT8

(Cseahorlovakis)

ELECTION OF  OFF ICERS

ORQAMIZATION  OF WORK

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

Thlc record  II lubjecr  to comcrlon.
comcllond &tould b ant under Ihc  slpaure Or I member  dlha dolegallon  conwroed

ndrhln  onr nwh  of rhr drur ofpublldan  to the chlofdlhs  Offkid  Rmnlr  Bdlclng  Sealon,  Room m-no,
2 Unlted  N~tlonr Plaza,  and  lncurpumtal In a copy dti word.

CorrectIona  will bc lwed after  the  end of~he aculon. In a wpata corrlgmdum breach Commlftee.

go-55981  25986 (E)

D i s t r .  OENRRAL
A/C.6/45/SR.2
1 October 1990
ENGLISH
ORIQINALt  SPANISH



A/C.6/45/88.2
Pnqlieh
Page 2

RLRCTIOR  08 OFFICERS

1. m aaid that,  fol lowing aonaultat ions, oaadidates  had been nominated
for the offiaea  of Vise-Chairman  (2 posts) and Rapporteur. If he heard no
objeotion,  he would take it #at the Committee wished to elect
Mr. Yan-Yaap  Van de Velde (Netherland@)  and Mr. Khabouji N’Zaji Lukabu (Zaire) a8
Vitie-Chairman, and Mr. Saeid Mirsaee-Yengejeh  (IelamSa Republic of Iran) as
Rapporteur.

3, Mr. (Austria) paid tribute to the Chairman and the other officers of
the Committee who had just been cleated and congratulated them on their election to
their resgeotivr  posts. The manifold issues before the Committee during the
forty-f ifth sesaioa, at the commencement of the United Nations Deaade of
International Law, were of particular relevance for the observance, promotion and
development 7f international law.

ORWUIZATION  OF WORK (A/C.6/45/1;  A/C.6/45/L.l)

4. wm drew the Cormnittee’s  attantion to the letter addressed to him by
the President of the Qetneral  Aaaembly (A/C.6/45/1) referring to the 13 agenda items
whioh had been alloaated to the Sixth Committee. With reegeot  to the reports it
was to aoneider, those of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL) and the International Law Commission (ILC) and the reports of the
Seoretary-Qeneral  on observer status of national liberation movements, on the
status of the Protocols Additional to the Qeneva Conventions of 1949 and on
effective measures to enhanoe  the protection, security and safety of diplomatic and
consular misaione  and representatives  were already available in all languages. The
other report8 would be ready before the beginning of Oatober  and the report of the
Comnittee  on Relatioas with the Host Country would be available at a later date, as
was customary.

5. Taking into account the deoieion adopted by the General Assembly with regard
to the closing date of the forty-fifth aea8ion, he suggested that the Sixth
Committee should organise its progrMrme  of work 60 that it could conclude its work
no later than Tuesliay,  20 November 1990. Consultations had already been held prior
to the opening of the eeseion on the order and dates of consideration of agenda
i terns. The results of those consultations were reflected in the organisation of
work proposed in document A/C.6/4t/L.l,  except for two changen which had been
introduced after the consultations. Firrrt,  the Office for Political and general
Asrembly  Affairs and lecretariat  Services had announced that the Main Committees of
the Qeneral  Assembly  would not meet on 27 and 28 September and 1 October 1990,
because of the convening of the World Sununit  for Children. Second, on the
recommendation of the general Connnittee, the General Assembly had decided to defer
consideration of the item on the development and etrengthening of
good-neighbourlines  between States unti l  the forty-sixth 6eeeion.  If  the
organisation of work were approved and adhered to with a certain degree of
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flexibility, a8 wae ouatomary, the Committee would moat likely fulfil its mandate
satiefaatorily.

6. Aa the doaument prepared by the Secretariat  on the organisation of work
(AK.61451L.l) would not be available until Monday morning, 24 September, he
suggested that the Committee should adopt the organisation  of work solely  on the
barin  of the informal document which had been airoulat*d  and conaider  the other
aspects  of organisation when it had the document in question.

7. Mr. (Mexioo)  aeked whether consideration had been given to the
possibility of deferring consideration of item 139, Peaaeful  settlement of dfaputea
between States, until item 138, United Nation8 Deaade of International Law had been
considered, In that conneation, the replies received from State6  on the observance
of the Decade reflected very broad agreement that the adoption of a aonvention on
the peaceful settlement of disputes might be one of the items to be included in the
Programme of A&ion for the Decade.

8. Moreover, in order to facilitate the consultations which delegations would
have to hold with their respective  Governments on the selection of items for the
Programme of Action, it would be extremely practical if thm lawyera  who were to
participate in the oonsideration  of the report of the Internarional  Law Comnierion
were to arrive in New York a few day8 early 60 that the meetings of the working
group on the United Nations Deaade of International Law on 25 and 26 Oatober, could
be intensif ied. If the working group met periodicar:y  when there was free time
during the consideration of the report of the International Law Ccmmiorrion,  it
could doubtless have ite final document ready for the Cormnittee’e debate on 12 to
14 November.

9. m said that, at the current meeting, the intention had been to
clarify questions arising from the holding of the World Summit for Children, but
not to reopen those questions which had already been dealt with in informal
consultat ions. He was therefore surprised by the proposal  that the item on the
peaceful settlement of disputes  should be considered separately from the report of
the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nation8 and on the SLrengthening
of the Role of the Organisation, which had traditionally been debated together in
the Sixth Committee. Although separate consideration of the peaceful settlement of
disputes between States might be justified by the item on the Decade, in his view,
most members of the Committee preferred to take up both questions in the usual
manner ,

10. With regard to the datea scheduled for the item on the United Nations Decade
of International Law, it should be remembered that, in the initial proposal  on the
organisation of work, different dates had been set for ite consideration, but that
in response to the very argument6 which had been reiterated by the Mediaan
delegation, a decision been taken to echedule it after the debate on the report
of the International Law Commiesion. That had been done 80 that the directors of
the legal departments participating in the consideration of the report of the
International Law Commission could be preeent during the debate on the Decade of
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International Law. Moreover, he wished to make it alrar that the proposed
organisation of work did not neaeaaarily mean that debate on the items aould not
begin prior to therm datea, sinae the working groups would begin their work very
shortly.

11. In his view, it would be beat to retain the organiration of work as proposed.
Otherwi80, and in the liqht of the ahangea resulting from the holding of the World
Sunvnit,  the Coannittee  might encounter diffioultiea in aonaluding the second phase
of its work by the target dates , einae it not only had to discuss the various
itema,  but alao had to submit and adopt draft resolutions.

12. M r . ,  D E  a (Xexioo) w e l c o m e d  t h e  C h a i r m a n ’ s  r e p l y  t o  h i s  f i r s t
suggestion. His second comment had not been understood, sinoe it wae not hie aim
to OhMge  the saheduled datetar he simply  felt that the Working Qroup  on the Decade
of International Law should begin to function from 25 and 26 October onwards.

13. The maid that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that the
Connnittee wished to adopt the proposed programme of work.

14. Jt w no de-,

15. The auggestod  that consultation8 should be expedited for the eleation
of the Chairmen of the Working Group on the United Nations Deaade  of International
Law and of the informal aoneultatione on the draft artialea on the status of the
diplomatia aourier and the diplomatic bag not aooompanCed  by diplomatic aourier.

16. He drew attention to the first report of the General Conunittee (A/45/250)
adopted by the Alrembly,  and, in partiaular, to paragraph 8, concerning the number
of members required to declare a meeting of a Main Committee open and permit the
debate to proceed.

17. He informed the Committee that, if a delegation provided 220 copies of a
tatatement  i t  intended to deliver,  the text  would ta distributed in advanoe  to a:1
members of the Committee by the conference officers. Otherwise, aopies made
available by delegations would be available at the end of the meeting. If he heard
no objection, he would take it that that procedure was acceptable to the Committee.

1 8 .  It 80 decided.

19. u. HANAElf  (Egypt) suggested, given the technical nature of statements at
Sixth Committee meetings, that delegations should  deliver them at morning meetings,
with afternoons reserved for informal consultations.

20. m aaid that the eugge&ion would, ar far a8 possible, be taken into
account.

21. Mr. TREVEs  (Italy) asked whether the item on the security and safety of
diplomatic miaeions  and representatives would be taken up on the afternoon of
Tuesdey, 25 September, or the morning of Wednesday, 26 September.

/ . . .
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2 2 . The aaid that it wao intended to begin aonrideration  of the itom on
the morning of 26 September, but that if tbs item relating to the report of the

United Nation8 Comniaeion on International TraCa Law ended nooner  than expeatad,
the item on the aeourity and safety of dZplomatic miscions Md regreaentatives
could be taken up on the afternoon of 25 September.

23. e (Argentina) streamed  the importanae  of interpretation
aoverage of the Working Qrouga  and informal consultations.

2 4 . The said that everything porsible  would be done to secure
interpretation eervicea.

STATEMENT BY TRR CXAIRMAN

2 5 . The aaid that one of the prinoipal objeativee  of the United Nationr
Charter wae to establish the oonditions  neaeasary  for the upholding of jurtiae  a;ld
respect for international law. The Charter as(rignad the Qeneral Assembly an aative
role in the promotion of international co-operation and the progroarive development
Md codif ication of  international  law. The dooens of convention8 Md other
international instruments adopted under the auspiaes  of the United Nation6 and
other international foruma, in virtually every domain, demonstrated the substantial
progress made over the past 45 years. Several deolarationo  by the Qeneral Arnembly
had helped to form a oon8enbue  on the interpretation of the abrtraot prinaiples  of
international law and the formulation of new rulea Md grinaiplea. Wote rhould be
taken in that conaeetion of the Dealaration on Princriplea  of International Law
concernlag Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in aoaordance  with the
Charter of the United Natione, adopted 20 yearn earlier in resolution 2625 (Xmr),
o f  2 4  October 1970.

2 6 . Despite such progress0 in ternat iona l  l aw s t i l l  laaked a  fu l l y  oatiafactory
role in relations among Statee. As demonstrated by very recent evento, the use of
brute force and attempts to impose one’s will on others in violation of the norm6
and principle8 of international law remained contemporary realities.

2 7 . The declaration of the period 1990-1999 as the United Nations Decade of
International Law (Qeneral Assembly resolution 44123) would enable the
international community to formulate a concerted strategy and mealurea  to improve
the effectiveness  of international law, thus enabling it to occupy it8 rightful
place and become a firm foundation of intarnational  relations.  The x,ew world
climate represented a particularly propitious circumstance  for the attainment of
the Decade’s objectives, since there was an awareneam of international
interdependence, common responeibility  for the future of mankind Mb the supremacy
of international law in international relationa. The ever-greater acceptance of
the cumpulaory  jurisdiction of the International Court of Jurrtice provided one
example of the increasing adherence of State8 to the principle o f  justice and
international law.

28, The Sixth Committee, one of the moat active and productive of United Nationa
bodies, had made an effective contribution to the consolidation of international
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law, a& it was to be hoped that at the current sessPon ic would once again provide
the General Assembly with sound legal advice and demonstrate its whole-hearted
commitment  in the service of peace, justice and international law.

29. Mr- -X fsyrian Arab Republic) noted tie importance of the statement by the
Chairman, and expressed the hope that it would be duly reflec%ed in the summary
record of the meeting.

Thaeetinu raze at 4.20 p.m.


