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Pa,Lastr~a._rQf.~gaQg_in__-the  .Poleatinioo.  territory
Qccru~~aU..br-Xa.rpsl since 1967

1. i'he preaent report .ia submitted to the General Aaaembly in pursuance of its
resolution  44147  E of 8 Decombsr 1989, the opcrrativs  paragraphs of which read an
followar

"The Cenwral AQswmbly,

"1, StWngly.rwiteratQa j,ta Aomand that  Israel  duaiat  f rom the  removal
a n d  r e s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Psleatine  refugees  i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  o c c u p i e d
b y  I s r a e l  since 19b7 and  f rom tho  de s t ruc t ion  o f  t he i r  she l t e r s ;

“2 l Rsquwats  the  Commiss ioner-General  of  the  United Nationa  Rel ief  and
Works Agency for  PAleatino Refuqeoa in  the  Near  East to addreaa  the acute
situation o f  t he  Palestine  r e f u g e e s  i n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r y  o c c u p i e d  b y
Israel  since 1967 and accordingly  to  extend a l l  the  services of  the  Agency t.o
t h o s e  refuqeear

“3, Regueata  t h e  Socrotary-.Gonoral, i n  co-,operation  w i t h  t h e
Commlasioner-General, t o  r88umc3  issuing identificfltion  c a r d s  t o  all Paloatins
refugee6  And their  descendanta in  the occupied P~lo~t.inian  terr i tory,
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i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  they  a re  rec ip i en t s  o f  r a t i ons  and  services o f
the Agency)

“4 . Ba~,u@n..tn  the  Secretary-General ,  af ter  consul t ing with  the
Cornmissionar-Goneral, to report to the General Aasembly, before the opening oE
i t s  f o r t y  Eifth s e s s i o n , on the  implementat ion of  the  present  resQlu.:ion  and
in particular on Israel’m  compliance with paragraph 1 above.”

2, On 28 February 1990, t h e  Secretnry-General  addre s sed  a  no te  verbale  t o  t h e
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations, in which he drew
at t en t ion  to  h i s  rsporting re spons ib i l i t y  under  the  ro so lu t i on  and  requested t h e
Permanent Representative to inform him of any steps his Government had taken or
envisaged taking in  implementat ion of  the  relevant  provis ions  of  the  resolut ion.

3. In a note verbale  dated 29 June 1990, the Permanent Representative of Israel
r e p l i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

“I s rae l ’ s  po s i t i on  o n  t h i s  r e so lu t i on  ha s  been  s e t  f o r th  i n  succe s s i ve
annual  repl ies  submit ted to  the  Secretary-General  in  recent  years . The report
of  the  Secretary-General  A/44/600 dated 6  October  1989,  contained the  lates t
o f  t h e s e  r e p l i e s . In  add i t i on , Israel’s  representative  t o  t h e  S p e c i a l
Polit.i,:al  Committee  re i terated Israel ’ s  poaJtion  during his  sta tement  dated
27 October 1989 (A1SPCJ441SR.B).

“Th i s  r e so lu t i on  i s  unba lanced  and  d i s to r t ed  in  tha t  i t s  sponsor s
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i gnore  the  improved  l i v ing  cond i t i on s  i n  the  Gaza Distrirqt  sincn
1967. Resolut ion 44147 E does  not  ment ion the  considerable  increase  of  pupi ls
a t t end ing  s choo l  i n  the  Qaaa D i s t r i c t  s i nce  1967 , nor  does  i t  ment lon the
signif icant  drop in  the illiterncy  rate  among inhabitants  in  the  Gaza Distr ict ;
s i n c e  t h a t  year. Furthermore, i t  dO0S n o t  IIIolltiOn t h e  eXton8iVB  development
of  medical  care  or  the  improvement  of  onvironmantal  serv ices  - including water
supply, sewage and refuge (s ic)  d isposal . By  convoni,ently omit t ing these
fact8, the sponsors  of  resolut ion 44147 E cont inue in  their  approach to
psrpotuate  the  refugee problem and the  refugees ’  l iv ing condit ions  in  Gazn.

“Nothing can be  more  indicat ive  of  this  approach thnn this  resolut ion’s
condemnat ion of  refugee rehabi l i tat ion projects . S i n c e  1 9 6 7 ,  I s r a e l  h&s
in i t i a t ed  community  dnvelopmsnt pro j ec t s  i n  the  Gaaa  D i s t r i c t  enab l ing  some
20,000 families, approximately 150,000 porsons to leave the refugee camps on ,I
v o l u n t a r y  basis and r e l o c a t e  t o  n e a r b y  residential  a rea s . T h i s  figure
reprusenta over o n e  third o f  t h e  t o t a l  refugee p o p u l a t i o n  i n  Gaze. Iarnol ‘!i
v i t a l  r o l e  i n  p lann ing  and implomunting  thoac  hous ing  project6  ha s  been
rocoqnized by both the Secretary-General  alrd the High Commissioner of UNHWA in
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r e p o r t s  ( A / 4 0 / 6 1 3  a n d  A/40/13).

“Furthermore, t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ’ s  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  t o  renumo
i s s u i n g  i d e n t i t y  c a r d s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  thu refugees’  n e e d  f o r  t h e m  i s  y e t
a n o t h e r  indicat.ion o f  t.ho resolul.!ons’  patent. political  b i a s .
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“Notw i th s t and ing  subver s i ve  e f fo r t s  t o  t he  con t rary ,  I s rae l  i s  de t e rmined
to  pursue  the  humani,tarian  task of  improving the  living conditionc of the
refugees  through projects  such as  the  refuqee housing programs. I s r a e l  w i l l
w e l c o m e  a l l  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ,ommunity  inteniled  t o
improve the  refugeea ’ l iv ing condit ions  .I’

4. The fol lowing informat ion concerninq  Israel ’ s  compl iance with  Qeneral  Assembly
resolutio,l 44/47 E ia based on reports from the Commissioner-General of UNRWA.

5. I n  t h e  Qasa S t r i p  a s  w e l l  a s  the We-rt B a n k , refugee  shel ters  have  been
demolished and sealed on punit ive  grounds  by the  Israel i  authori t ies . The matter
is  dealt with  in  deta i l  in  the  Commiss ioner-General ’ s  annual  report  to  the  General
Assembly.  11

6. The Agency i s  fo l lowing up with  the  Israel i  authori t ies  the  rehousing of
refugees  who remain affected by  the  demolitions  in  1971 in the  Qaaa Str ip.
Paragraph  6  of l a s t  y e a r ’ s  r e p o r t  ( A / 4 4 / 6 0 8 )  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  8 7  f a m i l i e s
c a t e g o r i s e d  as l i v ing  in  hardnh ip  cond i t i ons . The aituation on 30 June 1990
remains  the  aam o f  t h e s e  8 7  f a m i l i e s , 1 3  c o n t i n u e  t o  liva in  cond i t ions  o f
hardeh ip ,  19  rema in  unsa t i s f ac tor i l y  housed, 37  a re  s a t i s f ac tor i l y  housed ,  and  18
had previously  purchased houses  in  projects  aponsored by the  Israel i  authori t ies .
T h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t he  13  f ami l i e s  l i v ing  in  cond i t i on s  o f  hardsh ip  ha s  been  checked
aevclral  t imes  d)lring  the  r epor t ing  per iod . Despite  rspeat.ed  a s surance s  by  the
I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  they w i l l  b e  r e h o u s e d , v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  has  been
made. The authori t ies  have  assured the  Agency that  a  solut ion has  been developed
and would be implemented as soon an possible.

7. During the  report ing period, the Commissioner-General obtained the following
ln format ion  relating t o  r e f u g e e  s h e l t e r s  d e m o l i s h e d  b y  t h e  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  in
the  Gaaa Str ip  on the  grounds  that  they had baen bui l t  without  proper  authori ty  on
State land out.side camp boundariesr

( a )  I n  p a r a g r a p h  7  ( a )  o f  l a s t ;  y e a r ’ s  r e p o r t  ( A / 4 4 / 6 0 8 ) ,  i t  w a s  rtated t h a t
the I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o l d  s e v e r a l  families l i v i n g  o n  t h e  nort.hern p e r i m e t e r  o f
Jnbal1.a Camp to  remove some of  their  al~eltar  oxtsnaions  and that  these famil ies  hncl
t akon the  matter  to  the  High Court  of  Israel , which had  ru l ed  aga in s t  t hem.  No
damolitions  have  taken place  so  far , a l though the  shel ters  have  been i solated by
bulldoaing  o f  sand  around  the i r  pramisoa. T h e  I s r a e l i  authorities  era under s tood
t;o have  had discuss ions  with dome  members  of  this  group1

(b) Of  the  35 famil ies  whose  aholters  on the  per imeter  of  Beach Camp were
tlomoliahed  i n  1 9 8 3  ( s e e  A / 4 1 / 5 6 4 ,  parn. 7  ( b ) ) , 1 8  f a m i l i e s  have r e c e i v e d  p l o t s  o f
land at Sheikh Radwan or the Boit:  Lnhiya housing projects. One family bought a
vac!unt s h e l t e r  i n  B e a c h  Camp) t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  m o v e d  .Sn w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  i n
Jaba. ia Camp. One family haa moved in temporarily with a relatlva  in Beach Campr
t.wo f a m i l i e s  h a v e  m o v e d  i n  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  sit,e o f  t h e  d o m o l i e h e d
s h e l t e r s . T h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 0  f a m i l i e s  at-o l i v i n g  i n  t e m p o r a r y  shelters b u i l t  b y
thomaolvea  on o r  n e a r  t h e  smno  s i t u . O n e  Eamiiy o u t  o f  thoao 1 3  s p e c i a l  hardsh.ip
cit~os has moved to Jabalia Camp to live with a son. The Israel i  authorit  lea have
:+tnted t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  willinq t o  cons ider  a l l o c a t i n g  l a n d  i n  a  housincl  p r o j e c t

/ . . .
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for  Lhe famil ies  who have not  been rehoused, h u t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a t  Sheikh
Radwan which ia the  project  nearest  the  s i t s .

(c) Four  private ly-bui l t  rooms located beyond the  per imeter  of  Rafah Camp
were demolished.

(3. Paragraph  8 o f  lilst y e a r ’ s  r e p o r t  ( A / 4 4 / 6 0 8 )  r e f e r r e d  t o  s o m e  r e f u g e e  f a m i l i e s
in  Block Q at  the  Rafah camp in  the Gnza Str ip  who,  at  the  instance of  the  Israel i
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  h a d  a g r e e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  t o  th8 T e l - e s - S u l t a n  h o u a i n g  p r o j e c t . As at
30 June 1990, 45 families had moved to T&l-es-Sultan. Some families, however,
s t i l l  r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r  a h e l t e r a , of  which :.3 are  i solated by sand ramparts .

9. During the  report ing period, no new plots  of  land in housing projects  in  the
Gaaa Strip were allocated by the I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  for  r e fugee s  l i v i ng  i n  camps .
No new movements took place from camps to housing projects. T h i r t y - t w o  p l o t s  o f
land have  been a l located to  famil ies  who were chosen to  be  the  f irs t  famil ies  to
return f rom the  so-cal led Canada Camp,  Rafah - Sinai ,  and to  be  set t led in  the
Tel-es-Sultan housing project . During the  report ing period,  32 heads  of  famil ies
crossed the  Egypt ian-Israel i  border  to  the  Gaza Str ip  in  order  to  supervise  the
cons t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  i n  T e l - e s - S u l t a n . In  a d d i t i o n ,  3 1  r e f u g e e  f a m i l i e s
comprising 151 persons have returned from the so-called Canada Camp to the Gaza
Str ip . Accommodation was provided by their relatives,

10. T h e  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s , according to  informat ion avai lable  to  the
Commissioner-General, have  to  date  a l located approximately  3 ,914 plots  of  land in
the  Gaza Str ip  for  housing projects . A  t o t a l  o f  2 , 6 0 5  p l o t s  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  o n  b y
3,714 refugee  fami l ies  compris ing 22,946 persons, bui ldings  on 236 plots  are  under
cons t ruc t ion , 936 plots  ore  s t i l l  vacant  and 137 have been bui l t  on by non-refugee
fami l i e s . In a d d i t i o n , 3,034 refugee famil ies , consis t ing of 18,823 p8rson8, have
moved into  2 ,666 completed  housing units  consis t ing of  5 ,893 rooms,

11. Refugee familie, are  con t inu ing  to  purchase  p lo t s  o f  l and  a t  subsidized  r a t e s
ttir t h e  construction  o f  h o u s e s  i n t h e  p r o j e c t s  d e v e l o p e d  h y  t h e  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s
in  the Beit L a h i y a , Nazleh  and Tel-es-Sultan areas , The 1 onstruction  of
multi-storey apartment- blocks in Sheikh Radwan, sponsored by the Israeli
authori t ies  and oEf8red  for  sa le  upon complet ion. a s  rey,,lrted  l a s t  y e a r  ( A / 4 4 / 6 0 8 ,
pnra. 12),  c o n t i n u e s , but the process has slowed down considerably due to the
prevailing situation.

1 2 . With  regard  to  t.ho request  addressed  t o  t h e  Commissioner-General in
p a r a g r a p h  2  o f  rosolut.ion  4414’1  E, the Commiss ioner-General  advises  that  s ince  1988
and  in  add i t i on  to i t s  norma l  s8rvIc8sr the Agency has been providing emergency
Eood, med ica l  and  other a s s i s t ance  to  those in  need  i n  the  occup ied  t e r r i t o ry . The
Agency has  a lso  haqun a lonqor-term progrnmme to  upgrade infrastructure,  especial ly
in the camps, and to improve economic and social  condit ions . These programmes are
d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  in the r e c e n t .  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  Commissicner-General.  2/

13 I The  Secretary  Genc!rnl  regrcyts  that  he  i s  unable  at  present  to  comply  with  the
request  addressed to  him in  paraclraph  3  of  the  resolut ion. Under an arrangement
that  has  been fol lowed for  40 years , all  rofuqee  families registered with UNRWA aro

/ . . .
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in possession o f  r eg i s t ra t i on  cards  isauod b y  t h e  A g e n c y , While  these  carda
indicate the number of family member-a and whether they are eligible for aervicea,
thrty are  not  ident i f icat ion cards  and have a  much more l imited purpoue. The
CommLssioner-General  of IJNRWA has pointed out that the Agency issues a registration
card ref lect ing data  about  the  refugee family  concerned,  which La entered on the
registration  r o l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n . While  thN need for  documentat ion,
:,uch a8 i s  required in  the  r e so lu t i on ,  i s  apprec i a t ed ,  t he  Commis s ioner -Genera l
d o o s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  mean8 t o  issue i d e n t i t y  c a r d s  8c1 such. He will,  howevbr, keep
the a i tuat ion under  rev iew to  see whether  appropriate  documentat ion regarding the
registration  e ta tur  o f  i nd i v idua l  m e m b e r s  of  rofuqee families c o u l d  b e  issued.

11 Off iti&LRwnrAasf  .the Genernl.ArraemblyJ. ..FQ.c-ty-.fifth.  Sa.~oiaa~_du~n;lem~nt
BQ ,... 13 ( A / 4 5 / 1 3 ) ,  chap .  VII ,  sect. 8.

21 Offinial...RarQrdn ol the wGeneraLAss~mblyL. .FQriy-.thircI  Se~,sion,_SuPplement
NQ.~_.~,J  (A/43/13), c h a p .  I I ,  sect. i31 il;LiQ., PQr W:XQ.u.r  th.-Ssas iw, .__. BupolemnntH~l .__ 13
( A / 4 4 / 1 3 ) ,  chap .  VI ,  s ec t s .  C  and  D,  and  ibid., Forty-fifth. Seasion, .Supplerwnt
No1_.13,  ( A / 4 5 / 1 3 ) ,  chap .  VI ,  s ec t s .  C  and  D.


