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I. INTRODUCTION

l. The present report ls subnitted in response to paragraph 5 of cenerar Assembryresolutlon 38/163 of 19 Decenber 1983, entltled trStudy on financing the plan ofAction to Conbat [bsert i ficat ion,' .

2' surveys of the najor issues. rerated to desertification, incrudlng the costs ofdesertification control and tlpans of securlng additional funds needed to financeprogrannes of combating aresert if icat ion and recl-ainlng deEertified lands, have
app€ared in three recent expert studles subnltted to the General Assenbly(A/36/I4L, A/37/424 and Add.t and A/38/403). After considering the last of rhese.the ceneral Assernbly adopted resolution 3g/163, tn lrhlch it:

(a) Again requ€sted all !.terbe r States that had not yet provided their
comnents to the sec retary-Gene ral on the feaslbility studies and concrete
reconmendations for the inplenentation of the additionar measures of flnancing, asr'ell as on the modalities for obtaining flnancial resources, as described in theannex to the report of the secretary-cenerar of r october rgsr lA/36/L41), to do soas soon as pos s ible i

(b) Also requested all Menber states that had not yet provided their comnentsto the secretary-Genera I on the expert feasibility study and norking plan for tbeestablisbment of an international financial corporation to finance non-conn€rclal
neasures to conbat desertiflcationr contained in chapter V of the annex to higreport, also to do so as soon as possible, partlcularly with respect to:

(i) The establishnent of the corporation,

(ii) Thelr interest in particlpating flnancially thereln.

3. Further to that resolution, the Executlve Dlrector of uNEp, on beharf of thesecretary-Gene ral, addressed a letter dateat 1r April 1gg4 to all Menber states thathad not replied to the secretary-Gene ral. s note verbale of 30 March l,9gz,requesting connents oh the specrfic issues rdentified by the Genefal Assembly.Reninder letters and telegran6 were sent on ZO February anal 30 April t9g5.

4- As at r Juty 1985, resFonaea had been recelved fron G6 Member states. ofthese, 32 replies were received in L9g2 and l9g3 and sunmarized in teo reports ofthe Sec retary-cenera I (A/97/424 and Aatd.l ard A/3g/4O31. Three replies received in1983 (fron Costa Rlca, uall and Togo) arrived too late for inclusion in the
secretary-Gene rar I s r€port to tbe thirty-eighth session, and are sumnarized berow.
A further 31 replies were received in I9g4.and 19g5. Of then, lo a(e slmpte
ac knorrledgements. The rernainlng ?1 contain commentg and vierrs on sorne of thespecific issues raised by the General Aasembly.

5' of the 66 lirenber states that have responded so far, 20 merery acknowredgedreceipt of the Secretary-General r E note verbale or the letters fron the ExecutiveDirector of UNEP' The viees of the renarnlng 46 enber states may be sumnarized as
EOI IOWS:
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Nunber of countr ies

(a)

(b)

(cl

(d)

On the feasibil-lty studies

No connentg

Support, agree or consider feasible

Do not support

On nodallt ies

No comrnents

Support or agree

Do not Bupport (not accePtable or not in favour)

On the international financial corporation

No connents

SuPport

Do not support

Regard lng financlal participatiol in,tle
international fiflancial corporation, (of
tlre 27 countries expressing suPporl)

Likely to Partic ipate

unable to contribute financially to its establishnent

3l

9

.'5

10

22

14

16

II. REPLIES RECEIVED FRON4 GOVERNI4EItrS

6. The relevant parts of three replies !o a letter sent by the Executive Director
on 28 March 1983, anat 21 substantive replies to a further letter of 11 April 1984'

are reProduced be lot .

ALGERIA

[original: French t

t28 MaY 198 5l

l. The Gover lent of Algeria considers that the establistrnent of a

non-connerclal financinq lnstitution would certainly allow, aE a globat level' the

intenslfication of efforts to combat desertification and efficiently help countries
rrhoge financial resources are linited- 

!
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2, The Governrnent cannot but encourage the establ-ishnent of an international
financi.ng corporation to finance ttese rt tf ication control projects, especially sinceAlgeria' nhich is affected by the phenomenon over several nllrlon hectares, could
seek fund lng for some projects rithin the frane$ork of the National pran of Actionto Conbat Desert if icat ion.

BAIIAATAS

loriginal: Engli sh I

[24 May I98 5l

The Governnent of the Conmonnealth of the Bahamas has exanineat the feasibility
study and working plan for the establisbment of an independent flnancial
corporalion for the financing of desertification projects. The Bahanas agrees that
there is sorne merit in the proposar, but, due to budgetary constraints, ls unableto support the proposal financially.

BELGIUM

[OriglnaL: English I

[8 May 1985]

1. As regards the additional nethods of financing proposed in the
Sec retary-Genera I I s report, the Belglan Governnent takes the vieid that the methodsof financing, auch as levies on internati.onal trade. the establishnent of a connon
fund fof raw naterials, the sale of ItlF gold, levies on receipts fron theexploitation of the sea ... nould inrply nore or resa autonatic contributions, $rhichis unacceptabl€ to Belglun. united Nat ions institutions should inplernent thelractivities via exigting trays of financing, i.e. regular contributions, calculatedon the basis of cNp, or voluntary contrlbutlons.

- 2. lloreover, Belglun takes the vieu tbat operational expenses such asdesertlficatlon projects should preferably be fihanced hry voluntary, not regular,
contr ibut ions.

3. For these reasons, Belgium opposed draft resolution 132, whlch requestedthe secretary-cene ra L to exanine different financlng nethods in the context of a
strengtheni n9 of internat ional econotnic co-operat ion.

4. As regarda tbe establishnent of an international financing corporation
competent for financing projects to comba! aresertlfication, auch as proposed in thereport of the Secretary-cenera I (AnG/f 4\, Belgiun takes the viee that theestablishnent of a nelr internatlonal financtng body is not appropriate because ofthe rack of fund6. l'roreover, er<isting frnancing instltutions auch as the glorrd
Bank, regional developnent banks, the European fnvestnent Bank and others should benore involved.
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5. several of these institutions are concerned with Problens of
desertification ln the franevJork of the coflmittee of International DeveLopnent

rnstltutions on the Envlronment established by tbe above-rnentloned banks, UNEP,

UNDP ahd the EEC Conniasion. Moreoverr to ensure the Pernanent follor'-uP of the
coonon declaration concerning econonic developnent and the protection of the

envi ronnent, the EEC Council of Envlronnent Ministers apProved a resolution on

2g June 1984 in which it expressed lts wish to enhance the representation of the
EEc Comnlsslon in CIDIE.

Belize recognizes lhat the Plan
unable to participate at this tine.

BELI ZE

loriginal: Enql i sh I

ll2 April I98 5'l

is a useful one. However, it regrets i! is

BENIN

IOriginal: Frenchl

127 uay l98s l

The Governnent of Benln supports any action to conbat drouqht and

desertification. Conseguently, the Governnent of Benin has no objectlon to the
establishnent of an international flnanclal corporation to finance non-comnercial
desertif ication control proJects.

BULCARIA

lortginaL: English l

Owing to sPecific geograPbic
by desertificatton Processes and
contribute substantlally towards

[14 uay 1985l

and clirnatlc conditions, Bulgaria is not affected
is, therefore, Iacklng expertise and knonledge to
solving thi6 ProbLen.
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BURKINA FASO

lOriglnal: French I

[2? lrarch 19851

The Governnent of Burkina Faso has no special. obgervations to make on thefeasibility studies and concrete reconnendat ions for the inplenentatlon ofadditional neasures of flnancingr or on the modalltles for obtaining flnanclalresources, as described in the annex to the Sec retary-General r s report (A,/36,/14I).
However, it fully supports the establishment of an internationar flnanclar
corporation to finance desertification control projects, as foreshadowed in
chapter v of the annex to the report. The covernnent of Burklna Faso wlll study
the possibility of taking part in the financing of the corpoEation.

coMoRos

[Origtnal! Frenchl

116 May 1985l

The Governnent of the Conoros has no observations to nake on the report. Itsupports the establishnent of an international financial corporation to flnance
non-conmercial desertif ication control Droiects.

cosTA RIqA

lOriginal: Spani sh I

[29 July 19831

I' Because costa Rrca has no probrems rerated to deserts and in vien of itedifficult econonic situation, it witl not financially partlcipate in theinternational corporat ion.

2. Hor.rever, Costa Rica firnly supports the lrorking plan for lheestablishmeht of a corporacion which r.rou rd help resor-ve such probrerns in othercountr ies.

KUWAIT

[Or lg ina l: Englishl

[27 June L9851

The authorities concerned regret that they wiU not be particlpatlng in thefinancing of the plan of Action to conbat Desertification at present.
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MAI,AYS IA

[original! Engllsh]

[27 June ]98 5l

MaLaysia fulty supports the Unlted Nations Plan of Action to conbat
Desert if icat ion. However, its particlpation ln the PIan of Actl,on 1s linited by
existing financia!. constraints within the country.

UALI

[original: Frenchl

[29 Auqust 19831

1. In order to obtain additional neana of financing the Plan of Action' the
Government proposea:

(a) Tbe taxation of imports and exltorts or a general trade tax on an
international scale (at a rate of 0.I per c€nt) i

(b) IMF gold sales and the yield on gpecial drar.ting riqhts;

(c) Exploitation of the sea-bed beyonal territorial eaters,

(d) Parking taxes on geostat ionary connunicat lons satellites.

General comnentg

2. The resources to be fiade available to countries should be related not to
each countryrs indebtedne€s and its ability to r€Pay, but rather to the extent of
the desertification pr@ess. These resources should be given to the least
developed countries elther ln the forn of long-tern lnterest-free loans or as
grants.

Detailed connents

3. Regarding the flrst proposal, rre have the followlnq suggestions!

(a) Establishrnent of an effectlve custons systemi

(b) Preparation of a llst of products to be taxed in each country,

(c) A reduction in the rate of the tax for foodstuffs and an increase in the
rate for all products those use entaila degradation of the envlronment.

4. nhere the funds to be dertved fron gold sales and special drar,ting rights
are concerned, their nanagenent should be entrusted to ONEP, rather than
establishing a new rnanagernent structure which wou Id entall additlonal financial
bu rdens.
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5. The satetlite parking tax shoul-d be deternlned tn such a vay as not to
add further to the already very high costs of connunlcations ln the least developed
countries.

NIGER

lOrlginal: Frenchl

[29 llarch 1985 |

Efforts to combat desertification constitute one of the Nlger.S priorities
tdithin the franework of lts socio-economic developnent progranne. Therefore the
C'overnnent supports the estatrlishment of an international flnancial corporatlon to
conbat desert ificat lon.

PANAI{A

lOriginal: Spanlsh l

[16 uarcb l-985 |

Panarna supports the establishnent of an international financial corporation to
finance non-comnerclal neasures to conbat desertiflcation. However, panarna cannot
at this stage afford any flnancial contribution due to budqet restrictions.

PHILIPPINES

[Orlginal: English ]

[5 septenber 1984 |

The National Envlronnental protection council of the pblrtppines is supportiveof the overall objective of the plan of Action. Horrever, the Governnent reqrets lt
is not presently in a position to particlpate financtally.

RIIANDA

Iorlginalr French]

[18 March 198 5l

The Governm€nt of Rvanda has no special observations to make on the tecbnical
feasibility study anat the working plan proposed, but it strongly supports th€
establishnent of such a corporation, and lntends to participate actively ln its
establiahnent.
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SOI,OIITON ISI,ANDS

forig inal: Enq 1i sh I

130 MaY 1984 |

I3lands cjovernnent generally agrees tttth the establishrnent of the
le not lnterestetl in Partlclpating financially therein'

SOMAI.IA

loriginal: Engli shl

[28 uarch 198 5l

The Governnent futty supports the establlshnent of an lnternatlonal financial
corporation as part of desertiflcation control prograomes. The Governnent
contribution to the flnancing of the corporation u.lll be linltedt however, lt eill
take measures to support I,NEP ln augnent lng funds redul[ed froft bllateral and

nultilateral source6.

SUDAN

[original: Eng Ii sh l

124 APril 19851

l.ThesudanbelngoneoftheAfrlcancountrlesrnostgerioualyaffectedby
desert encroachnent ulthin and outslde its boundarles, notes rith mucb concern the
slow lrplenentation of the Plan of Actlon to @nbat Desertificatlon. one of the
naln obstacles ln implenentlng th€ Plan r.ras and ls the unavallability of adeguate

funds for inPlenentlng the Plan.

2. $hlle appreclatlng contributlons fron aone donor countrles, the sudan

looks forward to an lnat ltutlona I lzation of fund resources'

3. The suttan fully Eupports the establlehn€nt of the Propo€ed financlal
corporation. The sudan, altbough faclng a allfficult economic situation, l'ill spare

no effort ln lts endeavour to support the propoaed corPoration, and is appealing to
tbe international cotmun lty to give every posslble Eupport to the corporatlon'
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TTIAI LAND

[Origlnal: Eng 1i sh I

[8 March 1985l

1. The Proposed establlshnent of the lnternational financlal corporation is,in Principre, acceptable to the Thai Governnent, even though Thalrand is notcrassified, accord ing to the united Nations desertrfrcatlon map, as an arrd orseni-arld area which is entitled to receive financiar assistance fron uNEp.

2. Thailand is not, at present, in a posltlon to render any financialassistance in suPport of the non-comrnerctal alese rt if icat lon neasurea of the saidcorporation, due to the fact that rhalrand has aleo to conbat the probLen artslngfron arld and seni-arid areas ln sone parts of Thallanal itseLf.

TOGO

[Original: French]

[8 l.{arch 1983 |

AdditionaL rneasures

1. It would appear tbat the yleld
drawing rights night suit the situatlon.
understandlng for this arrangement to qo

of the pLanned
The developed

into effect.

indirect llnk
countrles r.ri 11

rrlth spec ial
have to shoe

!.{odalities

2. The deve loped
the basis of an agreed

countri€s nust once
farget in the form of

again provlde the necessary means
of f lcial developnent asaistance.

3. Togo supports this lnttlatlve on the grounds of!
(a) The inportance of tbe atese rt if rcat ion problem in the norrd, krhlch hasvery unfavourable and dangerous conseguences for the economic and soclaldeveloprnent of the countriea concerned. An implacable struggle against thisscourge is therefore called fort
(b) The independence of the lnstitutlon, so that lt can better rneet theobjectives to be assigned tso it, through a free and dynanic policy of sebking fundsand intervening rapidly in the fletd.

Desirable neasures

4. Anong the neasures proposed,
corporation nore room for nanoeuvre:

t$o could be conbined in order to allow the
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(a) fhe settlng up of a systen of linited joint guarantees negotlated among

donors. This would afford a neans of testing and exploiting lnternational
60l ldar itYt

(b) Th€ strengtheninq of the corPoration by as€lgning to lt part of IMFrs
gold reserves, whlch ttould thus serve as collateral for borrowinq by the
corPorat lon.

5" once these arrangenents have been inst'ituted, the r,ealthy countries
should be invited, in the name of international solldarity, to asaume their
respons lbi li t les by provlding the funds reguired for a large-scale campalgn'

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

IOr19inaI: Russianl

A letter dated 20 Auqu8t in 1982 but received ln UNEP only in July 1985 stated
that the soviet Gov€ rnnent is not in favour of the establishnent of an

lnternatlonal f inancial corporatlon.

YUGOSLAVIA

lorig inal: Bnq li sh I

IIl June I98 51

Yugoslavia is givlng full support to efforts of the international conmunity
for combating desert if icat ion. Ilonever, at this stage, Yugoslavia reqrets it is
unable to Participate in financing non-cornnercial projects in this field'

ZAIRE

Ioriginal: Frenchl

[23 uarch 1985]

The Executive Council supports the establishrnent of an internatlonal financial
corporatlon to finance desertification control projects. Hovever, zaire 13 not yet
ln a position to provlale a positive response to any request for contrlbutions'
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IIr. CONCLOSToITS

7. Thls is the thirat report to be subNtitteal to the ceneral Assenbly on the
resPonse of uenber statea to tbe expert studies on flnancing the pran of Action to
conbat Desert if tcat ion. The frrst waa presented by the secretary-cene ra I at thethirty-seventh session, ar*t incruated re;ponses from 14 ftenbe r states. The secondreport, rrhlch lncluded an addltlonal 18 repries, flas subri.tted to the thirty-eighthsession. A tabuLar sunnary of the replles of 3{ Governnents is given in the tabre
Flot: The present report sunnarlzes 34 replies recelved during 1984 anal 1985,bringing the total of responses received orrer alnost four years to 66, or about
40 per cent of the nember8hlp. These include ?Z strpte acknoeledgements ofreceipt, substantive repl.ies have b€en recelved frorn less than 30 per cent of the
nenbership,

8. An analy8ls of the feptles or ac knoeledge&ents recelved shows that of9l,countrles affected by desertrflcatron only 25 bave replied so far. The progressnade since the last report uas preaented two years ago la sl-oir _ only 1O noreaffected countries have aent In acknorlettgenents of recelpt or replies.
9' Regarding the subatanttve rssues addressed tn the 46 replres recerved, twoelenenta are d iscernlble:

(a) The majority do not support the propoa€d nodallties,
(b) Half the respondents suplbrt the establishnent of an internationarfinancial corporatlon, but feu are rtlllng to partlclpate flnanctally.

10. Thus there aeema to be no general support for thc series of neasures for
Providlng additional reaources necded for flnanctng the plan of Action to cofibatDesertificatlon ae outrined rn thc three cxFert etudres. The Generar Asaenbty may,however, congider that the innovatlve approiches am moararities emboar ied in thethree expert studles deBerve further c'onsideratron. A snalr group with a moreclosely focused perceptton nry b€ better able to perforn thls task. TheConsultatlve cror4) for De€eret i f lcat lon Control, establlshed by the ceneralAssenbly ln reEolution 3z/L72 of 19 Decenrber 19i7, could be asked to do so r',ith avier.to the creation of practrcal r'd effectrve neans for the earry frnancing ofthe inplenentat ion of the plan of Actlon, elth partlcular enphasis on thefeasibility of eetabli5hlng an rnternationar fr;anctar corporation for that purpose.
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