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I. DRAFT RESOLUTION RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL BY 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. The Committee on Conferences submits the following draft resolution to the 
General Assembly:

Pattern of conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1202 (XII) of 13 December 1957, 1851 (XVII) of 
19 December 1962, 1987 (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, 2116 (XX) of 21 December 1965, 
2239 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 2361 (XXII) of 19 December 1967, 2478 (XXIII) of 
21 December 1968, 2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, 2693 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, 
2834 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 2960 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 3350 (XXIX) and 
3351 (XXIX) of 18 December 1974, 3491 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 31/140, section I, 
of 17 December 1976, 38/32 С of 25 November 1983 and 39/68 С of 13 December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences, V

1- Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Committee on 
Conferences}

2. Approves the draft calendar of conferences and meetings of the United 
Nations for the biennium 1986-1987 as submitted by the Committee on Conferences; 2/

3. Authorizes the Committee on Conferences to make any adjustments in the 
calendar of conferences and meetings for the biennium 1986-1987 that may become 
necessary as a result of action and decisions taken by the General Assembly at its 
fortieth session;

4. Reaffirms the general principle that, in drawing up the schedule of 
conferences and meetings. United Nations bodies shall plan to meet at their 
respective established headquarters, with the following exceptions:

(a) The regular sessions of the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Development Programme shall be held alternately at United Nations Headquarters and 
at the United Nations Office at Geneva;

(b) The sessions of the International Law Commission shall be held at the 
United Nations Office at Geneva;

i/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement 
No. 32 (A/40/32).

2/ Ibid., annex II.



(c) The sessions of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
may be held, subject to the provision in section II, paragraph 6, of General 
Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, alternately at United Nations
Headquarters and at the United Nations Office at Vienna;

(d) The second regular session of the Economic and Social Council may be held
at the United Nations Office at Geneva provided that the closing date falls at
least six weeks before the opening of the regular session of the General Assembly;

(e) The functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council shall meet 
at their established headquarters unless another place is designated by the Council 
to achieve a more rational pattern of the work programme, taking into account any 
recommendation of the commission concerned and in consultation with the 
Secretary-General;

(f) The regular sessions of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the
Economic Commission for Africa and the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, as well as meetings of their subsidiary bodies, may be held away from their
headquarters when the commission concerned so decides, subject, in the case of
regular sessions of the commissions, to the approval of the Economic and Social 
Council and of the General Assembly;

(g) The International Civil Service Commission shall hold its regular annual 
session at United Nations Headquarters and, if more than one session is required in 
any one year, may accept an invitation from one of its participating organizations 
to hold its other session or sessions at the headquarters of that particular 
organization;

(h) The sessions of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space shall be held alternately at United Nations Headquarters and 
the United Nations Office at Geneva;

(i) The Conference on Disarmament shall meet at the United Nations Office at 
Geneva ;

5. Dec ides that United Nations bodies may hold sessions away from their 
established headquarters when a Government issuing an invitation for a session to 
be held within its territory has agreed to defray, after consultation with the 
Secretary-General as to their nature and possible extent, the actual additional 
costs directly or indirectly involved;

Reaffirms its instruction to all its subsidiary organs to complete their 
reports for the following session of the General Assembly not later than 
1 September and to report any activity after the adoption of such reports, where 
necessary, to the Assembly in addenda to the reports of the organs concerned;

7. Decides that no subsidiary organ of the General Assembly may meet at 
United Nations Headquarters during a regular session of the Assembly unless 
explicitly authorized by the Assembly;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide interpretation 
services for informal meetings on an ad hoc basis in accordance with established 
practice;



9. Authorizes the Secretary-General to apply maximum overprogramming of 
meetings whenever possible to achieve better utilization of conference resources;

10. Requests the Committee on Conferences and the Secretary-General to take 
account of the following principles in drawing up the draft calendar of conferences 
and meetings:

(a) The biennial calendar of conferences and meetings approved by the General 
Assembly shall govern the meetings programme during the period concerned;

(b) All United Nations meetings shall be carried out within the resources 
allocated by the General Assembly for that purpose;

(c) Between sessions of the General Assembly, departures from the calendar 
may, in special or unusual circumstances, be approved by the Committee on 
Conferences, provided that changes affecting the subsequent year of the biennium 
shall be approved by the Assembly;

(d) Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly shall not, without the approval 
of the Assembly, create new standing bodies or ad hoc sessional or intersessional 
bodies that require additional resources, and other principal organs of the United 
Nations should make similar decisions with regard to their respective subsidiary
bodies, if they have not already done so;

(e) An adequate interval of time, to be determined by the body concerned, 
shall be allowed between sessions of the same bodies to permit Member States to 
derive maximum benefit from the activities and to provide sufficient time for the 
preparation of future activities;

(f) United Nations bodies shall meet at their respective established
headquarters, subject to the exceptions to this principle approved by the General
Assembly;

(g) The implications of the capacity of the documentation services of the 
Secretariat to process and issue in time the documentation required for the 
sessions of all scheduled organs should be taken into account;

(h) No more than one special conference of the United Nations shall be 
convened at the same time;

(i) In any given year, no more than five special conferences should be 
convened, unless the General Assembly specifically decides otherwise;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the most rational and effective 
use of all United Nations conference centres and facilities;

12. Requests the Committee on Conferences to continue its periodic 
examination of the rules governing conference planning.

II

1. Urges all United Nations bodies to increase their efforts to ensure that 
their requests for conference-servicing resources correspond accurately to their 
requirements;



2. Further urges those bodies to plan their work well in advance in order to 
make full use of the conference-servicing resources allocated to them and so that 
any unused conference-servicing resources can be reassigned to ensure their most 
effective utilization;

3. Requests subsidiary organs of the General Assembly to include in their 
reports to the Assembly a statement on the progress made in response to the 
relevant provisions of Assembly resolution 39/68 В on the rational and efficient 
utilization of conference-servicing resources;

4. Urges intergovernmental bodies reporting to the Second Committee of the 
General Assembly that have not yet adjusted their meeting cycles to conform to that 
Committee's biennial programme of work to do so as soon as possible;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to review the composition and frequency of 
planning missions for meetings and conferences held away from Headquarters and, in 
particular, those sent to cities where United Nations conference facilities already 
exist;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the Committee on 
Conferences at its substantive session of 1986 on the results of that review 
concerning planning missions sent in 1985 and, as far as possible, in 1986.

Ill

1. Decides that the Committee on Conferences should review the question of 
the provision of summary records at its substantive session in 1986;

2. Further decides that the present experimental arrangements for summary 
records, established by the General Assembly in its resolution 37/14 С of
16 November 1982, should remain in effect until the Assembly, upon the 
recommendation of the Committee on Conferences, takes further action.



A. Adoption of the draft calendar of conferences and 
meetings for the biennium 1986-1987

2. By its resolution 38/32 A of 25 November 1983, the General Assembly approved 
the biennial calendar of conferences and meetings for 1984-1985 as set out in 
annex II to the report of the Committee on Conferences to the Assembly at its 
thirty-eighth session and amended by subsequent decisions taken by the Assembly 
in the course of that session. By its resolution 39/68 A of 13 December 1984, the 
Assembly approved the draft revised calendar for 1985. V

3. At its 233rd meeting, on 28 August 1985, the Committee commenced discussion of 
the draft calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations for the 
biennium 1986-1987.

4. During the discussion of the draft calendar for 1986-1987, a number of 
deviations from established practices were brought to the attention of the 
Committee in a Secretariat report accompanying the draft calendar (see 
A/AC.172/1985/CRP.7, para. 5).

5. Members subsequently noted a further deviation in the draft calendar. This 
concerned the venue of the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Standardization 
of Geographical Names (see Economic and Social Council decision 1983/120 of
26 May 1983), scheduled to be held at Montreal in 1987. It was explained that this 
deviation had been approved by the Council under the terms of paragraph 5 of 
General Assembly resolution 31/140, section I, of 17 December 1976.

6. Members noted further that several bodies were listed with the dates and 
venues to be determined although, in accordance with paragraph 4 of Assembly 
resolution 31/140, bodies should plan to meet at their established headquarters.
It was later agreed that wherever the venue was listed as "to be determined", the 
established headquarters location would be substituted.

7. Several delegations noted that in some instances conferences whose dates 
and/or venues were yet to be determined were included in the draft calendar. It 
was proposed that such conferences should not be included in the draft calendar 
unless the General Assembly had decided on the year in which the conference was to 
take place. It was also suggested that a separate section of the calendar should 
present information in those cases where a decision in principle had been taken to 
convene a conference but the dates and/or venue had yet to be determined. Other 
delegations felt that the draft calendar should reflect all conferences mandated by 
the Assembly and queried whether placing such conferences in a separate section 
might not lead to questions as to their status. One delegation proposed that this 
matter should be included in the work programme of the Committee for 1986.

1/ làiÉ* ' Thirty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 32 (A/38/32).

У  Ibid., Thirty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 32 (A/39/32), annex II.



8. Another delegation noted that, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
39/217 of 18 December 1984, intergovernmental bodies reporting to the Second 
Committee had been requested to adjust their cycle of meetings to conform to that 
Committee's biennial programme of work. Information was presented on bodies that 
meet biennially and those that continue to meet annually. A delegation urged that 
the Committee include in its report a recommendation drawing the attention of the 
Assembly to those bodies that had not adjusted their meeting cycles and requesting 
them to do so as soon as possible.

9. It was noted that the experimental period of three years laid down in 
resolution 37/14 С for the provision of summary records to subsidiary bodies of the 
General Assembly was due to expire at the end of 1985. After an exchange of views, 
it was agreed that the Committee would review the question of the provision of 
summary records to subsidiary organs of the Assembly on the basis of a detailed 
Secretariat report on the experience gained during the experimental period, and 
that the present experimental arrangements would be extended until such time as the 
Assembly decided otherwise.

10. One delegation stated that in principle it was opposed to the provision of 
summary records to all bodies so entitled by resolution 37/14 C, and that its 
decision not to oppose the consensus achieved by the Committee should not be taken 
as support for the provision of records to those bodies.

11. The Committee recommended that the General Assembly should approve the draft 
calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations for the biennium 
1986-1987 (see annex II) and recommended that the Committee should be requested to 
review the question of the provision of summary records to subsidiary organs of the 
Assembly.

B. Intersessional departures from the approved calendar for 1985 

Additions to or changes in the conference programme

12. The Committee considered seven additions to or changes in the approved 
calendar of conferences for 1985. These were the following:

(a) Conference on the Emergency Situation in Africa. The Committee concurred 
in the proposed two-day conference on the understanding that it would be serviced 
from within existing resources;

(b) Preparatory Committee for the International Conference on the 
Relationship between Disarmament and Development, first session. On the basis of a 
report contained in document A/AC.172/104, the Committee discussed the 
implementation of General Assembly decision 39/424 of 17 December 1984 on the venue 
of the Preparatory Committee's session. The report of the Committee on Conferences 
is contained in document A/AC.172/105;

(c) Board of Trustees, United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, 
fourth session. The Committee considered the question on the basis of document 
A/AC.172/104/Add.1. Its report is contained in document А/AC.172/104/Add.2;



(d) Commission on the Status of Women acting as the preparatory body for the 
World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations 
Decade for Women, resumed session» The Committee took up the matter following the 
adoption of General Assembly decision 39/459 of 12 April 1985 and in accordance 
with paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 39/68 A. Its report is contained 
in document A/AC.172/106;

(e) Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies. The Committee considered the 
question on the basis of document A/AC.172/108. Its report is contained in 
document A/AC.172/109;

(f) General Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, first session. The Committee decided to authorize a one-day 
extension to the session at the request of the enlarged Bureau of the General 
Conference, which included regional group representatives;

(g) Committee on Negotiations with Intergovernmental Agencies. In the light 
of General Assembly resolution 34/96 of 13 December 1979 and Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1985/74 of 26 July 1985, the Committee on Conferences, at its 
237th meeting on 30 August 1985, agreed to the holding of the meetings of the 
Committee during the General Assembly session.

C. Improved utilization of conference-servicing resources

1• Shortening of sessions, or a biennial cycle of sessions, of United Nations 
organs

13. In 1983, the Committee requested its Chairman to communicate with bodies shown 
by statistical reports (A/AC.172/88 and Add.l) to have failed to utilize
25 per cent or more of the resources allocated to them for each session over the 
previous three years in order to inform them of that fact and, in conformity with 
the wishes of the General Assembly, to offer consultations on adjusting the length 
of their sessions accordingly.

14. The correspondence resulting from this decision was examined by the Committee 
at its 1984 session (A/AC.172/96 and Add.1-3). At the same time, the Chairman held 
a series of informal meetings with some of the Chairmen with whom he had been in 
contact over that matter and reported thereon to the Committee.

15. On 25 March 1985, the Acting Chairman of the Committee on Conferences met with 
the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space to discuss the Sub-Committee's past use of the conference-servicing 
resources allocated to it. The Chairman of that Sub-Committee agreed to make a 
statement to the Sub-Committee describing the meeting and stressing the importance 
of making the fullest possible use of the conference-servicing resources made 
available to the Sub-Committee.

16. A further meeting, between the Acting Chairman of the Committee on Conferences 
and the Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, took place 
in June 1985. The latter subsequently made a statement to the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, stressing the importance of punctual attendance at 
the Committee's meetings.



17. At its 231st meeting, on 27 August 1985, the Committee resumed discussion of 
this item on the basis of a Secretariat report containing statistics of bodies' 
meetings in New York and Geneva (A/AC.172/88/Add.3), and a number of proposals and 
suggestions were made.

18. One delegation proposed that the Secretary-General should be authorized to 
reduce the level of conference services made available to those bodies that had, 
over the past three years, utilized 75 per cent or less of the conference-servicing 
resources made available to them. Another delegation commented that the 
Secretary-General was not the proper authority to make such a reduction and felt 
that the time had not yet come for such sweeping measures.

19. In response to questions, the Secretariat explained that, while the 
Secretary-General could not reduce the entitlement of a body to a certain level of 
services, the policy of overprogramming, as approved by the Committee on 
Conferences and endorsed by the General Assembly, allowed the Secretariat to 
allocate meeting resources in such a way as to make the best use of them.

20. The point was made during further discussion that potential wastage resulted 
from two sources: cancellations of meetings and the late starting and early ending 
of meetings. Members looked forward to seeing the 1985 meetings statistics, which 
were still being compiled, to see if they permitted a clearer picture of the 
present situation.

21. It was also pointed out that, if overprogramming were to continue to be 
employed in order to increase the flexibility of the Secretariat, it was not 
necessarily desirable for bodies to make complete use of all the resources 
allocated to them, since overprogramming for its successful implementation required 
a measure of underutilization.

22. Another proposal was made to the effect that a Committee that had failed to 
make full use of its services in the past would be entitled to a reduced number of 
meetings in the future, but would be allowed to hold further meetings on an "as 
available" basis.

23. Other delegations felt that more time should be allowed to monitor the 
implementation of General Assembly resolution 39/68 B, which dealt with the 
improved utilization of conference-servicing resources.

24. Consideration was also given to a proposal that the Committee on Conferences 
should negotiate with subsidiary organs of the Assembly that had made insufficient 
use of their resources with a view either to reducing the level of their services 
or to discussing their implementation of resolution 39/68 B. It was proposed that 
the Committee should communicate with United Nations bodies which had over the past 
three years failed to utilize 75 per cent or more of the services allocated to 
them. Those bodies should be requested to consider whether all conference 
facilities allocated for 1986 were necessary. Such bodies should be given the 
opportunity formally to discuss their utilization of conference-servicing resources 
on the basis of statistics supplied by the Secretariat, and to that end they should 
include in their agendas an item on that matter. Any discussion that took place in 
those bodies under that item, and any practical steps to improve an organ's 
utilization of such services, could be communicated to the Committee on Conferences 
and reported to the Assembly.



25. At the 233rd meeting of the Committee, on 28 August 1985, discussion centred 
on a proposal calling on United Nations isodies to make further efforts to ensure 
that their requests for services corresponded accurately to their requirements, to 
plan their work accordingly and to report on the matter to the Assembly.

The Committee agreed on the following formulation:

"The General Assembly

"Urges all United Nations bodies to increase their efforts to ensure that 
their requests for conference-servicing resources correspond accurately to 
their requirements;

"Further urges those bodies to plan their work well in advance in order 
to make full use of the conference-servicing resources allocated to them and 
so that any unused conference-servicing resources can be reassigned to ensure 
their most effective utilization;

"Requests subsidiary organs of the General Assembly to include in their
reports to the Assembly a statement on the progress made in response to the
relevant provisions of resolution 39/68 В on the rational and efficient 
utilization of conference-servicing resources."

2. Planning missions undertaken in respect of meetings or conferences held 
away from Headquarters

26. The Committee studied a paper by the Secretariat showing the number of
planning missions in 1984, their composition, destination and cost, and the
criteria used for determining the need for such missions.

27. A delegation proposed that the Secretary-General should be requested to reduce 
the number of planning missions and to eliminate missions to those cities where 
United Nations facilities existed.

28. In addition, several questions were put to the Secretariat concerning the 
information contained in the paper on planning missions. Delegations questioned 
the need to send missions to cities where the United Nations had conference 
facilities, such as Bangkok, Rome and London. It was also observed that 
disparities existed between the estimated and actual costs of the missions.

29. While it was recognized that the Department of Conference Services had to be 
fully informed about local conditions, some members of the Committee wondered why 
so many staff members from other units accompanied some missions, what their duties 
were, and whether better co-ordination between Headquarters and United Nations 
offices overseas could lead to the reduction in the number of such missions in 
future. The number of missions performed in 1985 to date was requested, and it was 
asked whether missions reported, and to whom.

30. In reply, the Secretariat informed members that representatives of all 
substantive and servicing units involved in the conference accompanied the mission, 
that their duties involved liaison with local non-governmental organizations and 
securing office accommodation, and that the Committee's views would be conveyed to 
those units. Missions had been dispatched to a number of locations already in 
1985, and the Committee was informed that their reports were circulated within the



Secretariat. It was stressed that the latest information about conference 
facilities, even in locations already visited by the United Nations, was essential 
in view of the changes that could occur in such facilities. The Secretariat also 
responded to requests for a more detailed description of Secretariat procedures for 
deciding on the composition of the missions.

31. An amended version of the earlier proposal was discussed, in which the 
Secretary-General would be requested to review the criteria governing the dispatch 
of missions and to consider whether it was feasible to reduce their frequency and 
reduce the number of participants, especially when missions were sent to cities 
where United Nations facilities existed.

32. Members were divided as to the purpose and scope of such a review. Some fel,t 
that it should be carried out with a view to reducing the frequency of such 
missions and the number of participants in them. Others pointed out that it was 
not the task of the Committee to realize savings, and that planning missions could 
help ensure the success of a meeting or conference in terms of its smooth running 
and efficient conduct. Still other speakers considered that a review should aim at 
achieving the most rational and economic use of conference-servicing resources.

33. Agreement was reached on the following formulation:

"The General Assembly

"Requests the Secretary-General to review the composition and frequency 
of planning missions for meetings and conferences held away from Headquarters, 
and in particular those sent to cities where United Nations conference 
facilities already exist;

"Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the Committee on 
Conferences at its next substantive session on the results of that review 
concerning planning missions sent in 1985 and, as far as possible, in 1986."

D. Pattern of conferences

34. By its resolution 39/68 C, the General Assembly requested the Committee on 
Conferences to undertake an in-depth study of all existing provisions relating to 
the pattern of conferences, taking into account all the modifications proposed 
during the thirty-eighth session of the Assembly, with a view to reporting to the 
Assembly at its fortieth session.

35. The Committee had originally taken up the matter in 1983, intending to update 
the codification of conference-servicing provisions contained in General Assembly 
resolution 31/140, section I, in the light of developments since that resolution's 
adoption in 1976.

36. In its report to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session, V  the 
Committee submitted a draft resolution on the pattern of conferences (draft 
resolution C). During the discussion of the matter in the Fifth Committee, a 
number of amendments to the draft resolution were proposed. In the absence of 
agreement on those amendments, the Assembly requested the Committee on Conferences 
to examine the provisions of section I of resolution 31/140 and to report to the 
Assembly at its thirty-ninth session.



37. In 1984, following a discussion which included contributions from interested 
delegations not members of the Committee on Conferences, the Committee recommended 
to the General Assembly the draft resolution that was later adopted as resolution 
39/68 C. At its 1985 substantive session, the Committee considered an in-depth 
report on the pattern of conferences contained in document A/AC.172/107.

38. During informal consultations, some agreement was reached on proposals made at 
the thirty-eighth session. At the 229th meeting of the Committee, on
26 August 1985, the Chairman reported that, in respect of the amendment relating to 
the provision of interpretation services to informal consultations, the following 
formulation appeared to enjoy general support:

"The General Assembly

"Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide interpretation 
services to informal meetings on an ad hoc basis, in accordance with 
established practice."

39. Following further discussion at the 229th meeting, to which the 
representatives of Brazil, Egypt, India and Morocco were invited, it was agreed to 
exclude from the Committee's draft resolution on the pattern of conferences any 
reference to the issuing of invitations by specialized agencies to subsidiary 
organs of the General Assembly.

40. It was further agreed, in the context of a discussion on the establishment by 
subsidiary organs of the General Assembly of standing bodies or ad hoc sessional or 
intersessional bodies, to retain the existing wording contained in paragraph 6 (d) 
of Assembly resolution 31/140, section I.

41. With regard to the proposal on the convening of special conferences, the 
Secretariat explained to the Committee that no official definition of such 
conferences existed. In practice, however, a special conference was informally 
considered to refer to a conference open to the participation of all Member States 
and involving more than one simultaneous meeting. Recent conferences on 
population, energy and the environment were cited as examples.

42. Such conferences represented a special burden for Member States and the 
Secretariat in view of the intensive preparations required and the increased 
workload created for planning and servicing staff. In 1968, when eight such
conferences had been convened in a single year, the strain was very severe.
However, it was felt that the five fields specified by the Joint Inspection Unit in
its consideration of the matter (A/9795, paras. 418-455), no longer covered all the
activities in which United Nations organs engaged.

43. Consequently, the Committee agreed to formulate the draft provision as follows:

"In any given year, no more than five special conferences should be 
convened, unless the General Assembly specifically decides otherwise."

44. At its 230th meeting, the Committee took up other proposed amendments, which 
were subsequently modified at the meeting. The effect of the modified proposal was 
to permit a more even distribution of meetings and conferences among major United 
Nations conference centres as specified in the medium-term plan for 1984-1989, and 
to allow United Nations bodies based at Headquarters and now authorized to meet at 
Geneva to meet at those conference centres also.



45. In explaining the proposals, their initiator stated that the United Nations 
conference programme was dynamic and growing, and his amendment was designed to 
reflect that fact and the fact that the conference programme had changed a great 
deal since the present pattern was laid down in the 1950s. His proposals were not 
new, but had already been endorsed by the General Assembly on the recommendation of 
the Joint Inspection Unit, whose report had recommended, inter alia, that the 
Assembly should allow Headquarters-based bodies then authorized to meet at Geneva 
to meet also at Vienna during the period 1975-1977 (see resolution 3350 (XXIX), 
para. 5).

46. Other delegations, however, stated that a balance had already been achieved on 
the basis of a pragmatic and consensual approach. There now existed, by the 
decision of competent United Nations bodies, a number of exceptions to the 
principle that United Nations bodies should meet at their respective established 
headquarters, and the result of the amendment under discussion would be to convert 
an exception into a principle. Such a permanent and general change would lead to
physical and financial problems and would upset the existing stability in the
conference programme and in the Secretariat establishment. No evidence had been 
adduced to indicate that there was a need for an increased use of other conference 
centres. In the view of those delegations, the amendment was unacceptable both in
its original and in its modified form.

47. After further discussion, the Committee agreed to include in their draft 
resolution the following formulation:

"The General Assembly

"Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the most rational and effective 
use of all United Nations conference centres and facilities;

"Requests the Committee on Conferences to continue its periodic 
examination of the rules governing conference planning."

48. Later, one delegation expressed reservations about the continued validity of 
paragraph 4 (a) of resolution 31/140, section I, which allowed the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme to meet at the United Nations 
Office at Geneva, although it was based in New York. The delegation also objected 
to paragraph 4 (f) of that resolution, which allowed regional commissions to meet 
outside their headquarters, pointing out that meetings facilities at the 
headquarters of a number of regional commissions had recently been modernized.

49. The Committee decided to recommend to the General Assembly the draft 
resolution contained in section I of the present report.



III. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF DOCUMENTATION

Feasibility of instituting an abbreviated form of summary record

50. During its 1984 session, the Committee on Conferences examined abbreviated 
summary records, two to three pages in length, prepared on an experimental basis by 
the Secretariat and ccmpared them with the original summary records on which they 
were based. While the abbreviated records were acceptable to some delegations, 
others believed that the reduced content of the abbreviated versions would not 
adequately reflect the proceedings. The Committee agreed that the Chairman should 
write to the relevant United Nations organs describing the Committee's work on that 
matter and requesting their views on which form of record, the summary or the 
experimental abbreviated summary, was more appropriate for their own purposes.

51. By paragraph 2 of its resolution 39/68 D, the General Assembly noted that the 
Committee on Conferences would further examine, after consulting with United 
Nations organs entitled to receive summary records, the relative suitability of
summary records as now prepared and the abbreviated summary records prepared by the
Secretariat on an experimental basis, with a view to reporting to the Assembly at 
its fortieth session.

52. Accordingly, in 1985, the Acting Chairman of the Committee on Conferences 
wrote to the Chairmen of bodies in receipt of summary records to ask for their 
views. Since not all those contacted had responded before the opening of the 
Committee's 1985 session, the Committee felt it would be in a better position to 
pursue the matter in 1986 when more information was forthcoming.

53. Such a course of action would also be in keeping with the biennial approach to 
its work adopted by the Ccxnmittee at its organizational meeting in 1985. In 
accordance with paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 38/32 D, the Committee 
decided to concentrate on matters related to the pattern of conferences in 1985, 
and to devote more time to documentation questions in 1986.



IV. IMPLEMENTATION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECISION 34/401

54. The Committee considered a Secretariat report on the present procedures for 
implementing paragraph 34 of General Assembly decision 34/401, which states that no 
subsidiary organ of the Assembly may meet at United Nations Headquarters during a 
regular session of the Assembly, unless explicitly authorized by the Assembly.

55. The Committee was informed that a number of requests for exceptions to that 
decision were received each year and that detailed substantive reasons for the 
requests were not normally given. Delegations did not find fault with the 
Committee's current procedure for dealing with such requests, but some felt that 
those bodies requesting exceptions to the Assembly's decision should explain the 
reasons for their requests in greater detail. Others, however, stated that the 
work of some bodies was so important that they should not be required to explain 
their need to meet.

56. Since some delegations opposed the idea of granting a blanket exemption from 
the Assembly's decision to certain bodies, it was suggested that exemptions might 
be considered where a body's reporting schedule or the nature of its mandate 
required a meeting during the Assembly session. At the same time, it was pointed 
out that important meetings should not be held up for bureaucratic reasons.

57. It was also stressed that all members of the Committee should have a voice in 
deciding whether or not exemptions should be permitted. However, it was said that 
in exceptional circumstances, the Chairman might have to advise the President of 
the General Assembly after consultations with the Bureau alone and to inform the 
Committee afterwards. It was debated whether "exceptional circumstances" should be 
taken to mean just the pressure of time or whether other considerations would apply.

58. Subsequently, upon the proposal of the Chairman, it was agreed that the 
Chairman of the Committee on Conferences, having received a request for such an 
exception to be made to paragraph 34 of General Assembly decision 34/401, 
preferably before the opening of the Assembly session, should circulate the request 
to the members of the Committee. On the basis of their replies and, if necessary, 
on the basis of a decision of the Committee, he would advise the President of the 
Assembly accordingly. The requests for exceptions should contain detailed and 
substantive reasons why the meeting was necessary.

59. A delegation raised the question of entities other than United Nations bodies 
meeting at Headquarters during General Assembly sessions, noting that such bodies 
were not covered by paragraph 34 of Assembly decision 34/401. Members felt that 
such bodies could make a valuable contribution to the work of the Organization, and 
the question of their meetings was a complex and delicate one. The Committee 
decided to examine the matter more thoroughly in 1986 on the basis of a report from 
the Secretariat.



60. The Committee reviewed its procedure for implementing paragraph 6 of General 
Assembly resolution 35/10 A, by which the Assembly requested the Committee to 
examine proposals made during sessions of the Assembly which had 
conference-servicing implications. Members agreed to bold such review meetings 
before action was taken in the Main Committee of origin. It was understood that 
the observations of the Committee on Conferences would be conveyed both to that 
Main Committee and to the Fifth Committee.



A. Terms of reference and membership

61. The General Assembly, by its resolution 32/72 of 9 December 1977, decided to 
retain the Committee on Conferences established under its resolution 3351 (XXIX) of 
18 December 1974. The Committee's terms of reference are to be found in 
paragraphs 3 and 4 of resolution 32/72.

62. At its 71st plenary meeting, on 25 November 1983, the General Assembly agreed 
bo extend the mandate of the Committee on Conferences for à further three years 
beginning on 1 January 1984. Subsequently, the President of the General Assembly 
appointed the following 22 States members of the Committee: Algeria, Austria,
Bahamas, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, Cyprus, Prance, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Honduras, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

B. Officers

63. The Committee elected the following officers to serve in 1985: 

Acting Chairman: Mr. Mihail Bushev (Bulgaria)

Vice-Cha i rmen:

Rapporteur:

Mr. Fernando Danus (Chile)
Mr. Bodo H. Gaw (Germany, Federal Republic of) 
Mr. Bernard Goonetilleke (Sri Lanka)

Mr. Oluseye Oduyemi (Nigeria).

64. However, during the course of the year, a number of casual vacancies arose. 
Consequently, before the substantive session, further elections took place, with 
the following result:

Chairman: Mr. Bernards A. N. Mudho (Kenya)

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. J. D. Ariyaratne (Sri Lanka)
Mr. Pyotr G. Belyaev (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic)
Mr. Fernando Danus (Chile)

Rapporteur: Mr. Otto Ditz (Austria).

C. Organization of work

65. The Committee agreed to meet as required to take up matters related to the 
calendar of conferences and its implementation, in particular the consideration of 
intersessional departures from the approved calendar. In previous years, the 
Committee has held a two-week session to discuss substantive matters. In 1985, 
however, in the spirit of General Assembly resolutions 38/32 D and 39/68 В on the 
improved utilization of conference-servicing resources, the Committee decided to



adopt a biennial approach to its work and to concentrate on matters related to the 
pattern of conferences and the optimum use of conference-servicing resources. It 
therefore decided to hold a one-week session only and met from 26 to 
30 August 1985. In 1986, the Committee will concentrate on questions relating to 
the control and limitation of documentation.

66. The Committee also agreed to continue taking decisions by consensus, bearing 
in mind the substance of the items discussed and adopting a pragmatic and flexible 
approach in order not to impede the exercise of the Committee's functions.

O- Programme of work

67. On the basis of a note by the Secretariat, the Committee discussed its 
programme of work for 1985 and agreed upon an agenda for its substantive session 
(see A/AC.172/103 and Add.l). The Under-Secretary-General for Conference Services 
and Special Assignments addressed the Committee at its organizational and 
substantive sessions.

68. At the final meeting of the substantive session, on 30 August 1985, the 
Chairman paid tribute to Mr. Godofredo Figueroa, the Secretary of the Committee and 
Chief of the Plannings and Meetings Servicing Section, who was leaving the 
Organization. Mr. Figueroa had been closely associated with the work of the 
Committee since its inception.

69. A list of documents submitted to the Committee on Conferences by the 
Secretariat appears in annex I to the present report.



VII. WORK OP THE COMMITTEE DURING THE THIRTY-NINTH SESSION 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

70. During the thirty-ninth session of the General Assembly, the Committee met 
seven times (215th-221st meetings) to consider information presented to it under 
paragraph 6 of resolution 35/10 A, in which the Committee was requested to review 
proposals affecting the schedule of conferences and meetings made at sessions of 
the Assembly when administrative implications were being considered under rule 153 
of the Assembly's rules of procedure.

71. The observations of the Committee on Conferences on matters brought to its 
attention under this provision are presented to the Fifth Committee or the Assembly 
in the form of addenda to the relevant statements on programme budget 
implications. Below is a list of the matters discussed by the Committee under 
paragraph 6 of resolution 35/10 A during the thirty-ninth session, showing the 
symbol of the document containing the Committee's observations.

Meeting

215

216

217

218

219

220 

221

Date

5 November 

15 November

6 December

7 December

10 December

11 December 

13 December

Subject

International Youth Year

Human Settlements

Migrant Workers

United Nations Council for 
Namibia

United Nations Council for 
Namibia

Nuclear Energy 

Special Committee of 24

Observations 
contained in a/

A/C.3/39/L.15/Add.1

A/C.5/39/41/Add.1

A/C.5/39/71/Add.l

A/C.5/39/70/Add.1

A/C.5/39/84/Add.1 

A/C.5/39/80/Add.1

a/ See also annex I.



ANNEX I

Documents submitted to the Cominitbee on Conferences 
since the close of its 1984 substantive session

Symbol 

A/AC.172/INF/5 

A/AC.172/88/Add.3

A/AC.172/102

A/AC.172/103

A/AC.172/103/Add.1

Title

Membership of the Committee on Conferences

Meetings statistics of bodies meeting in New 
York and Geneva

Revised calendar of conferences and meetings 
of the United Nations for 1985

Provisional agenda of the Committee on 
Conferences for 1985

Agenda of the Committee on Conferences for 
1985

A/AC.172/104

A/AC.172/104/Add.1

A/AC.172/104/Add.2

A/AC.172/105

А/AC.172/106

А/AC.172/107

Intersessional departure from the approved 
calendar of conferences and meetings for 
1985; Preparatory Committee for the 
International Conference on the Relationship 
between Disarmament and Development

Intersessional departure: Board of
Trustees, United Nations Voluntary Fund for 
Victims of Torture

Board of Trustees, United Nations Voluntary 
Fund for Victims of Torture: report of the
Committee on Conferences

Preparatory Committee for the International 
Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development: report of the
Committee on Conferences

Matters arising from the resumed 
thirty-ninth session of the General 
Assembly: Commission on the Status of Women
acting as the preparatory body for the World 
Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade 
for Women: report of the Committee on
Conferences

Pattern of conferences



Symbol 

A/AC.172/108

А/AC.172/109

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.13

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.14

A/AC.172/1984/CRP.15

A/AC.172/1984/CRP. 16

A/AC.172/1984/CRP. 17 

A/AC.172/1984/CRP. 18

A/AC.172/1984/CRP. 19 

A/AC.172/1985/CRP. 1

Intersessional departure: Advisory Board on
Disarmament Studies, thirteenth session

Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies: 
report of the Committee on Conferences

Information presented under General Assembly 
resolution 35/10 A, paragraph 6: Advisory
Committee for the International Youth Year 
IA/C.3/39/L.15/Add.1]

Information presented under General Assembly 
resolution 35/10 A, paragraph 6: 
development and international economic 
co-operation: human settlements

Information presented under General Assembly 
resolution 35/10 A, paragraph 6: Open-ended
Working Group on the Drafting of an 
International Convention on the Protection 
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Their Families [A/C.3/39/L.56/Add.1]

Information presented under General Assembly 
resolution 35/10 A, paragraph 6: United
Nations Council for Namibia 
[A/C.5/39/70/Add.1]

United Nations Council for Namibia: draft
observations of the Committee on Conferences

Information presented under General Assembly 
resolution 35/10 A, paragraph 6: United
Nations Conference for the Promotion of 
International Co-operation in the Peaceful 
Uses of Nuclear Energy (A/C.5/39/84/Add.1]

Documentation for the Committee on 
Conferences in 1985

Matters arising during the thirty-ninth 
session of the General Assembly concerning 
the approved calendar of conferences and 
meetings for 1985: Preparatory Committee
for the International Conference on the 
Relationship between Disarmament and 
Development: draft report of the Committee
on Conferences



A/AC.172/1985/CRP.2

А/AC.172/198 5/CRP.3

A/AC.172/198 5/CRP.4

A/AC.172/1985/CRP.5

A/AC.172/1985/CRP.6

A/AC.172/198 5/CRP. 7

A/AC.172/198 5/CRP.7/Add.1 

A/AC.172/1985/CRP.8

A/AC.172/1985/CRP.8/Add.1 

A/AC.172/1985/CRP.9

Matters arising from the resumed 
thirty-ninth session of the General 
Assembly: Commission on the Status of Women
acting as the preparatory body for the World 
Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade 
for Women

Improved utilization of conference-servicing 
resources: planning missions carried out in
1984 in respect of conferences and meetings 
held away from Headquarters

Revised procedure for dealing with requests 
for exceptions to General Assembly decision 
34/401

Revised procedure for dealing with 
information received under General Assembly 
resolution 35/10 A, paragraph 6

Documentation for the Committee on 
Conferences* 1985 substantive session: 
state of readiness

Draft calendar of conferences and meetings 
of the United Nations for the biennium 
1986-1987

Introduction to the draft calendar of 
conferences and meetings

Draft report of the Committee on Conferences 
to the General Assembly at its fortieth 
session

Draft report: addendum

Improved utilization of conference-servicing 
resources: shortening of sessions or a
biennial cycle of sessions of United Nations 
organs: proposals by members of the
Committee on Conferences



ANNEX II

Draft calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations
for the biennium 1986-1987

Explanatory notes

The following abbreviations are used in annex II:

In column headed "Organ"

ECLAC Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development
ILO International Labour Organisation
IMO International Maritime Organization
ITU International Telecommunication Union
UNCITRAL United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
UNITAR United Nations Institute for Training and Research
ÜPU Universal Postal Union
WHO World Health Organization
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization
WMO World Meteorological Organization

In column headed "Membership"

G
E
ST

Governments
Experts
Secretariat or secretariats

In column headed "Servicing*

I
T
PV
SR

Interpretation 
Translation 
Verbatim records 
Summary records
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Notes

â / The languages in which interpretation will be provided are indicated. 
Languages in which translation and meeting records will be provided vary according 
to the rules of procedure applicable to the body concerned and, in the case of some 
working groups and similar bodies, to the actual requirements when less than would 
be provided under the rules of procedure.

b/ Open to participation of all interested States members of UNCTAD (UNCTAD 
resolution 80 (III), para. 9).

с/ For plenary meetings only.

d/ When holding oral hearings.

e/ It has been the practice to provide verbatim records for plenary meetings 
and First Committee meetings only.
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Notes

а/ The languages in which interpretation will be provided are indicated. 
Languages in which translation and meeting records will be provided vary according 
to the rules of procedure applicable to the body concerned and, in the case of some 
working groups and similar bodies, to the actual requirements when less than would 
be provided under the rules of procedure.

b/ For plenary meetings only.

с/ When holding oral hearings.

d/ It has been the practice to provide verbatim records for plenary meetings
and First Committee meetings only.

e/ Open to participation of all interested States members of UNCTAD (UNCTAD
resolution 80 (III), para. 9).
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HOW т о  OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

U nited N ation s p ublications m ay be obtain ed  from  b o o k sto res and distributors th rou gh ou t the 
w orld . C on su lt y o u r b o o k sto re  o r  w rite to: U nited  N ation s. Sales Section. N ew  Y o rk  or G en eva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER EES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les p ublications des N ation s U nies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences dépositaires du 
m onde entier. Inform ez-vous auprès de votre libraire ou  adressez-vous à : N ations U nies, Section 
des ventes, N ew  Y o rk  o u  G en ève,

К А К  П О Л У Ч И Т Ь  И З Д А Н И Я  О Р Г А Н И З А Ц И И  О Б Ъ Е Д И Н Е Н Н Ы Х  Н А Д И И

Издания Организации Объединенных Наций можно купить в книжных мага­
зинах и агентствах во всех районах мира. Наводите справки об изданиях в 
вашем книжном магазине или пишите по адресу : Организация Объединенных 
Наций, Секция по продаже изданий, Н ью-Й орк или Женева.

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las p u blicaciones de las N acion es U nidas están en venta en librerías y casas d istribuidoras en 
tod as partes del m undo. C on su lte  a su librero o diríjase a: N acion es U n idas, Sección  de V entas, 
N u eva Y o r k  o G in eb ra .

Litho in United Nations, New York 0095Q 25634-September 1985-3,525


