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I'l\RT I - CHEONOLCG ICAJ, ACCOUET 

IN'TFODUCTORY 

l. On l December 19~"'50 :1-rcn the concl:.:u::ion of j_ts debate on the 

repe.triat:ior: of c1ispl2.ced Greek chilo.ren, t:% Generel Assembly of the United 

Natj_ons adopted a ·De\1 resolution (l) the text c-f wh:Lch i,s BS follows! 

11The General Assembly 

11 Notj_ng with c;r?.Ve concern the reports of the Interne.t:\ or..al Corr..mittee 
of the Red Cross and. the I,easue of Becl Crose~ Soeieties !?..nd of the 
Secretary-Ger:eral, and part·Jcu.le.rly the statement that 1 not a s:i.ngle 
Greek child has yet Deen Yeturneri t0 hJs nat:l_Ye land end, except for 
Yugoslavia, n.o country har"bco_r~~ng Greek children has taken definite 
action to ~onply ~.1i th_ the resclt:tions ·)_nan~_mouBly B.dopted. in tvo 
successive yeEJ.rs by t.he General Aose!!lbly' ,• 

'l<-eco~c:.sntzing that every rossj_ble -effort shou.ld be made ts restore 
the children to tt,e:!.:r' hcmes, :i_n s. hDinun:i.tarj_[::.n sn·lrJ;:. Gotacbed ·from 
political or 1d.eolcgi(>:,l consj_(eTatior:s, 

':EX'Qres-sin·; ~ ts ful.l O.IfprecJ_at:!Jn of the efforts rr£de -oy the 
Interne.t·-~.onal CG1"cmjttee cf the Red. Cross r:~nd the Lee . .gu.e Gf Hec1 Cross 
Socjetles and by tho Socrotars-Generr·:.l to ~:mple!D..ont Ge 71_eral 1't.ssembly 
resoluticms l93 C (III) ;:~nc1_2t3B B (rv~), 

"1. Requests t:Ce Secretary -GenerE~ ar~d the InternA.tj_ona.l Corr:mi ttee 
of the I~ed Cross g_nfl the Lea,_JlJ.e of Bed. Cress Soc~:.et::.e.e to continue 
tte Jr efforts in accorCtance vii th the e_forerr~ent:-'_ oned resolut_tor..s; 

11 2. TJr;:ses all States hartou:cir:r~ the Greek c:,hildren to-make all the 
necossa1·y ar:rc:x~g.emer~.t2, :i_f"~ co~o;e:ratj on. 'frith the Secretary ... Qeneral ar..d 
the internA..tior:al Red Cross o~go_nj_zatJons, for the early return of 
the Greek chj_lclren to t:te :f.2:"' ps.rer_ts and 7 w~~enever necsssa:ry ~ to e_llow 
the ~; nterne~ti.cne_:.. ~ed Cross o~-:'[~2-n:i za.t ~.o.r:s free access to the5 r 
territo:rjes for this purpose; 

11 3. Establ--1shes c. StaEdj_r\~ Coi:"".m.:lttee, to be composed cf the 
representat:i.ves of Pe:rG., the Ph:ilipp:ines and s~vmden~ tc act in 
consultatjo:q -r,...rith tho Socretar7-Gencral._, nnd to consult ~w:.th the 
~·epresentatives of the Stat-es contern&cl_, \·r:i_ tb a •.r:lev;r to the earlJ-... 
re-patr:~ atj en of the 0hj lC:ren; 

11 4. Reo_v.ests the InternEtt::! or:::t1 Ccrr!Tl:i ttee of tt.e Red Cr·oss and. the 
Lear:;ue of ReO Cross Societ:i_es to C8 -ore-l\::cte ~~~:J th the Stand-ing 
Cuw..rr.i tte,:;; 

(l) Resolution 382 C (V) 
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"5. Requests the Secretary-General to report from time to time to 
Member States on the I'rogress made in the implernentation of the 
present resol,~tion, and requests the international Red. Cross 
orsanizations and the Secretary-General to submit reports to the 
General Assembly at its sixth session." 

The International CCJIJni ttee and the League had been informed on 

10 November of the general tenor of the terms cf the draft resolution which >ras 

to be submitted to the General Assembly. At that time, our two organizations 

djd not know exactly what the sponsors of the draft resolution intended the 

functions of the proposed Stand:'ng Con:mi ttee to be. The International Committee 

and the League duly informed the Secretary-General of the United Nations by cable 

that, whHe realizing that the object in establishing the ne<r body appeared to be 

largely to gjve effect to the conclusions of the·,r general report of 18 September 

1950 (
2
), yet, in view of their spec:· al pos:' tion and in the interests of their 

work, they considered it essential that they should consult with the Committee, 

as soon as j_t vras established_, ·Hi th a view to ree"ching agreement on the 

division of their respective functions and responsibilities 'n order to avoid any 

confusion or overlapping. 

3. B;y letter dated 21 November, the International Con:mi ttee and the League 

were informed that the sponsors of the draft resolution had., indeed, proposed the 

establishment of the Standing Committee in order to provide our t·,iO organizations 

with the assistance requested by then: in thej r last report. The :lntenti on 1-ras 

that the Committee would be essentially an adv~sory body at the disposal of the 

Secretary-General of the United Nat'ons, whose efforts it vae to assist, vie 

>rould, of course, be kept regularly informed of its activities and. plans, and 

hence there we.s no reason to fear the confu.sior.. or O'rerlapptr.g vre were anxious 

to avoid, 

4. On 6 December 1950 the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

communicated the text ·or the resolution adopted by the General Assembly to the 

Committee and the League for their information. 

5. On 12 and 16 January 1951, the Commitcee and the League informed the 

Secretary-General that they were prepared to continue to co-opera.te with a vie'<T 

to contributing to the solution of the problem of the iiisplaced Greek children. 

* 
* * 

( 2) A/1480 
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I , YCGOSLAV IA 

It may be r-ecalled tha"c, in its letter of 23 June 1950, the Yuc;aslav 

Bed Cross, besides transmit tine a list of 63 Greek children identified by it in 

Yugoslavia, informed us of the conditions which it felt ought to be fulfilled 

before proceeMrcg vi th their repatrjation (see our report of 18 September 1950, 

page 13), 

7. On 6 October, the Greek Red_ Cross, to 'rhich the list had been trans-

mitted, forvarde<i to us the cjvil status doc1)ms!lts asked for in respect of these 

63 children, ar.d in a telegram of 10 October informe-6 us that, revers1ng its 

earlier decision) j.t acce~v~ed all the concli tions stj_pulated by the Yu:;oslav ReO_ 

Cross. whlch ·He ir:rmecl:;..g,tely notified accordingly. 

8. After the Yu, :osla·r Red Cocoss had, by telegram of 25 October, expressed 

the wisr_ to repstr;ate tho fj rst 1mrty promptly, we acted upon its reg_uest 

and sent a representa.ti ve to Athens ·\'rho v.ras able) early j_n November, in. 

agreement iJi th tbe Greek Reel Cross, +,o make the necessary arrangerr:ent for the 

reception of the children and to mrJ.ke pract:I.cal arraEgeme:nts, in o.ccord.ance vri th 

hj_s instrCJ.ctj_ons, fo:r strpervis·i ng the ret·J.:rn of the children to their families. 

9. It rre,y be mentioned at this uo:'nt that on 8 November the Yugoslav Bee_ 

Cress sent 11S .:::" second liet of Gree1~ c~1j_ldren tdent5.fied by ~ -t in Yugoslavia. 

The list· contained 174 names, 63 CJ:_~ vh:ict ~rere alreccdy knovm to ~J.s. 

10. He imrr.ediately trar£mli ttod the list to ths Greek Red Cross to enable 

it to assemble the requisite civ:!l status docu1nents forthwith. 

ll. On 20 November 1950, the Yu.goelav Red Cross informed 'JS that ctn 

unspecified nu-mber of G-reek children -:der:.tifie0_ by it couJ_d be ropatri2ted on 

Saturday 25 November at 'rerualna B2nja, a -place in Yugoslavia noar the Greek 

frontier' to v,rhich cu.r representative and the C-reel-: me!!lbers of the repatriation 

con:mi ttee I>Tould have ac.cess. 

12. The practical e.rrnngements having been cmEpleted Ooth on tt.e Greek 

and. on the Yugoslav s1G_e, a fj~cst pcrty of 21 children from Yue,oslav1a r,..ras thus 

able to ret·o_Tn to Grcoce on the mornj_nz of 25 November. 

13. A fonnal report..:. concern:ir..g thj_s opere.tion vras drawn :.1p, bearj ng 

witness to the fact that on 25 November the members of the r'epatriat~_')n 

ccrnmission, consisting of tl:e re:.Jresentative of the Committee and of the League, 

representatives of the Yugoslav ar:C:. Greek Reel Cross Societies, and f:}. Greelc and a 

Yu;oslav doctor, had effectecl the return e.nd receptj_on of 21 Greek children 

repatrj_ated fTom Y"J,::_;oslavie,. 
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On tte G_crrne do.y, the child_-.:. ... en 1rero ts-~·-::cn tc· Sa.lon~l_kF. to be ho'J_sod 

16. 

that hi.s ch:l.ld haC be-sn returned C!nd tbesb 21 stc,_tements we2:13 PJJ.thenticated. b~r a 

competent offj_c J.a1. 

* .;.{- * 

18. 

settlement, of the -proble:y: c-:f the d~s~l::"..cuO. :}r-ed}:: c:r: lJJrsn. 

19. - -P -:.he SecrotaTy-GsEere..l 1 s ,_j_ 

111j~h.e C;.rse)_-:- 3ovo:cr.lliJ.0Tlt hc.s CD D11'2:Gl'OUS OCC8.2-}.·JT..8 UY'S9G. tho;!:.. thG 
exact :nvm1;o:r· c.f {}reek cb_:i ld:r·en e:i~_;;:i.tle. unO.er th:J C~or:o:::-'c.:.l AsGc:.nnbl:\· 

concernec' should 1>3 dots::..·"i"nj_·ne-d cr; the cpct ';\·--· th tJie 8.G:E:;~n·C.evEC3 ·2f the 
IntorP.c' .. tionaJ.. ~7:sC C:cc:::;:o.s ·:;T '.Jther -:c·J e_r)_th-:J:ri_t~r. •::1 ~Lo Sncret8.:-r.~:/-

0-e:r:eral hH;'::i ,hcJC~ ::J numfJe:::· c:::" cons.,J..::'_t~j,t~chs (7l tJ·.;.:_.g :.:r..ntte:-:- P.c.:~Jd the 
t.te Grool:: c:tnd Yv.:.~:csic:.,v P.ed 
Ac t5 ng or:. -:-.:r~:i B j_rtv~: t:~: . .bi on; 

!'et lETd ns; them to t:b..;:;- j r r·•-•:-r:'~.~-;nt.d ~ .;;_no :; ·:; pTopcse.'3 -to :::;er:d re -Jr6Gen:~. 
<:: t:· vss -tc .Uc fDl' ~chJ.F, "Oa::.':~n,3·:: c_,_.t ~-::r.. f,al;e, ·r;:h:i c 
r:~.lT,-n: .. ::;en~~<''-:i-d~ b.c,a been made :~ n ~-:'ull a.jreement lf:i t·.l-J -t,}'_1.8 :Loa0:us ')f ReC~ 
Cr'---'88 Soc iet:i..::::o t'.:-nc~; t.i'-'J IntoTnut:J_o:.J.c:~ Corm.{ t"i.:;es o:i.' tt_e Ib6 Cro:::-;s 
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20. The 8\<.redish Red Cross set :.IP its miss:lon et onc3 and 2, ·vrorking team 

1·ras quickl;yr sent out as soon e.s the !1ecessary arrangements hacl beer:. made with 

the Yugoslav authorities [md the Ytits·osle.v Red Cross and agreem6'nt had -been 

reached with them concerning the sond.itlons on Ylbich any childTen thereafter 

located. in Yugosla>l-ia 11ere el::Lgible for reyetriaticn3). 

21. As early as 28 J anua1·y 1951, ;,,re received a list from Belgrad.e giving 

the names of 173 Greek children vho ,,rere G'lXious to return to Greece and >rhose 

repatriation had been requested by their IJarents, ar.d those of 187 children 

who also wtshed to return tc) Greece (.1J.t .,...,rho did not seem to have been included 

in the lists transmitted by us to s.l~- the hos~ cmmtries. Irine similar lists, 

vri th a total of 722 names) have ·be on corr_ron:dcated. t.o us so far by the s~Ned.ish 

missior:. All these have been trEnsmitted ·by our services to the Greek Red 

Cross to. ·enable it to assernl;le the ci"lil status (iocuments and cert:i.ficates 

necesser;y for the repatriation of the children identified .. 

22. On 13 February 1951, ,,,e 11ere e.ble to transmit to the Yugoslav Red 

Cross doc1J.rnents t-rhich had reached us from Greece conGerning 70 Greek children 

livin[l in Yugoslavia. On 28 February, ~u.he Yugoslo.v Reel Crosg to1d. us that a 

further party of child.:::en for repatris:l:;ion ~dould. le5.ve Belgrad..e about 13 March, 

and on 6 March it informed ue that repatriation vould take place o:c. 14 March at 

Termalna Banja. ]'our days later, the Yugoslav Hed Cross, iT: reply to our 

e:1quiry, infor::::ed. us that this seconti :party ':tould consist of 53 children. 

?3. 'l'he representati·ve of the Committee and the League arrived. at Athens 

on 11 l,~e.rch, ar:.d. on 14 March sv.:porvisGd. the repatriation cperations I·Thich 

proceeded along the same lines ae on 25 November 1950 (see paragraphs ll - 16 

above) .. Altogether )4 children rotu_med to Greece on this occasion. 

3) This special mission of the Sved.ish Red Cross, together vrith the 
Yw~oslav Red Cross, has been working hard fo~c almost a year. So far 
it has been eoncerneri chiefly vri th enq_uiring into the case or every child 
livir;.g in a ':u.goslav Red Cro.ss Home. Each one of these Greek chlldren 
has been interrogated.; altho-clgh the process ·was often long and difficult 
01-.ring to the children 1 -~ age. The principal tas~~ rsr:ainint; is to deal 
with those children who ere living j_r:. places other than these homes. 
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24, On 18 and. 19 Ms.rc~"1 chc repatriated :hild.ren ~orere re-curned to their 

families at Saloni1:a) z.till ·LJ.nd.er tho ["l'...l.pervisicn cf our representative. 

Thirty of them 1vere returEezl 00 the-i:c fa there) tv.rer.;_ty-one to their mothers J 

t1·ro to ur:cles a.:-1d one to a -brother. One. o:f these last three vaS Tet;Jrned to 

his uncle Cecau2e his :pc:-rer:ts he-:::!. chortl;y- before l0ft Greec~~ for Cenada: as 

· o:ff'iciall;::t noted in the f8rrr.:sl re~ort drs.:~-:n v.:p. In the case of tile f:;econd 

chilCt, the :::1other had died er.:.d tl·1e father '"rrc;.s r:o longe::; in complete possession 

of his mental facult:I.es. The uncle formally gr:n.re his ur..derta~<:ir.g to look 

after the chU.d. In tl1e case of t~1e tl:ird chi1d.~ the fat.her ·rras paralyzed 

brother: they he:.cl ~een unal::le to traye:_ to r!leot the child. 

Belgrade a"'::; the end of J'.pr11 or ·3arl:y i.L J':1~y. 

26. On 17 .April, we sen~ Che YvEosl-:rr Reo~ Cross ci viJ. ste.tu.a d.ocuments 

in respect of eishty-tvo Gree3: chilC..rer:_ ~.·Tho hacl been located ir. Y'~lgoslavia 

by the YD.gosl2v :Red Cross &.nG. the S\-reclis.i"J. Red Cross m~.ssion. 

27. On 4 Ma~r, He sent similer documents relatin.g to l23 Greek children 

to be re:QatriateC... 

us that there l·totlld. prc·Ja'bly be e furth•::r repatriation on ::..9 1\'la;y-, 

28. 
Yugoslavie. and returned to G~ee.·ce, in ~he presence nnd 1;ncler the supo:r·vision 

of the re:presentati ve of the Corrillli ttee end. the League. On t.hJ.s occasion, 

the Jolr::..t 1\epatr:t.c::.tion Commi-ttee h2od f~;_lfilleC.. the w:msl formalities on 2·1 

end 22 May e.t Arand.jelcvac; 2 :place in Yugoslav terri. tory some 70 kil.or!letres 

south of Belgrade, i\ihere the childr·sn hed been assembled_ b;y the Yugoslav 

Red Cross. 

29. in -<.Jhe "Oast 
~ ) the chilC.TsL 1v,e:re :re-:-,u_r_ced to ·their f'[;_,:milj.es at 

Cf these ch:c1d.ren, 11'7 

.vrere returned to tteir :mothel's, 84 to the:l.;:- fatbe:r.s end. 13 to close relatives 

~'tctir:g o..s g·u.ardi3r.;.s or d.uly authorised. ty a fa:~.her or ::nother vrho had. De en 

In the case of 143 child.renJ both 

parents 1·.rere :ln G!'eece _; 38 .h.acl ope parent :lr... Greece and -the O"-c?ler in a 

country in eastern Eu:eope other than Y:1goslo:v~.a_; 6 hnd one parent in Greece 

and the other in Yv_goslavie.; lO: o::1s perent in GTecce e.:ad. the othe::c ov-erseaa; 
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9, one parent in Greece, the whereabo·~ts of the other ·being unr.nown; 8 had 

returned from Yugoslavia with their mothers.: the parents of one child were 

dead and the >•here2bouts of those of another >rore unknown. 

30. In the course of the repatriation, the Yugoslav Red Cross cold our 

representative that it would org~~ize a further party of about 300 children 

as soon .as it received the civil status documents ••hich •c~ere still missing. 

31. Accordingly, altogether 289 Greek children h2ve so far been repatriated 

from Yugoslavia. 

* * 
32. These first repatriations and the work done in YugoslaY1a oy the 

special mission of the Swedish Red Cross have giYen rise to some misunder­

standings snd attacks - often sharp e.ttacks - against onr t·,ro insti tntions, 

and. in some cases an echo of these critic isms reached the General Assembly 

of the United. Nations. 

33. lve shall not recapitulate these misunderstandings and. attacks. 

This and the two earlier reports are 2ufficient to dispel misunderstanding 

and to meet attacks. He 1wuld., hmmYer, for the sake of' clarity, mention at 

this :point that we thc'Jght it advisable at the tirre to prepare, chiefly for 

circulation to all the national societies of the Red Cross J a short account 

cf the ef:forts m.ade by our t~~~o institutions over the last two years to find, 

in agreement .rith all the parties concerned, an equitable solution to tho 

:problem of the repatriation of the displaced. Greek children. This document, 

whiqh 'das published on 15 Februar;)' 1951, was communicated. to the Secretary­

General of the United Nations for his information and is arJlexed to this 

report. 

34. As will be seen, that document first recapitulates in broad outline 

the further proposals and suggestions made by us to the harbouring countries, 

with a Yiew to studying the problem as a ',rhole with them end s;>bseguently 
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drawing up, ~rith their active assistance, lists of Greek children rho could 

be repatriated, \·le also said in that circular that, faithful to the principles 

by which the work of the Red Cross is guided, we were ready - in this respect 

going beyond the limits of our o<m terms of reference - to take steps to 

facilitate the return to their falnilies of all Greek children at present 

separated fr<Jm them, wherever the actual place of residence of those children 

or of their parents might be, provided, of course, that all the parties 

concerned agreed to give us the necessary facilities fer c21ecking and 

supervisior:. 

35. He shc11ld like at this point to refer to one part of our work which 

was net mentioned in our earlier report, because, strictly spe{E~ring, i~ c 

exceeds the scope of the General Assembly resolutions. 

36. On 7 J:me 1950' the Greek Children's Aid Committee (EVOP) at 

Budapest forwarded to us the text of a letter wh~ch it had that day addressed 

to the Yugoslav Red Cross and in -vrhich it req_uested that a number of Greek 

children living in Yugoslavia should be returned to their parents, then living 

in HungarJ--, Romania, Czechoslovakia end Poland. 

37. The Greek Children's Aid Corrruttee asked us to support its initiative. 

38. -,,ie replied that we 1fere perfectly ready to act, in ·the particular 

case in q_uestion,on the lines adopted by us for dealing with req_uests from 

parents living in Greece. He ·cherefore suggested that the Red Cross Societies 

of the co1.mtries in which the parents of the Greek children no;r in Yugoslavia 

"ere living should commun1cate to us the original req_uests made by those parents 

for their children 1 s return. On the basis of those documents, we would draw 

up lists which we 'tVO'.lld sencl to the Yugoslav Red Cross. 

39. 'tle added that if it were necessary and if it "ould holp in the speedy 

return of those children to their families, >re were ready to send one of our 

representatives to verify on the spot the applications submitted in this 

way through us to the Yugoslav Red. Cross. 
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40. On 25 July 1950, the Yugoslav Red Cross told us that it had received 

this letter,. of which we already had a copy, from the Greek Children's Aid 

Committee together with a list of the names of 149 Greek children claimed. It 

was willing to allow the return of those children to their parents, on the same 

conditions as those stipulated in the case of the repatriation of Greek children 

in Yugoslavia claimed by their parents in Greece. 

41. On 4 November, when the Greek Children's Aid Comrni ttee had still not 

replied to our offer, the Yugoslav Red Cross, referring to its letter of 25 July 

1950, sent us a telegram asking us to send it as promptly as possible the 

documents it had re~uested as a prior condition for the return of these 149 

children to their parents. 

42. By letter .dated 14 November 1950 we informed the Yugoslav Red Cross of 

the offer we had made to the Greek Committee at Budapest, and also pointed out 

that if it insisted on stipulating the same conditions for the return of these 

children as in the case of the repatriation of the children claimed in Greece, it 

would be necessary for the Red Cross Societies of the various harbouring 

countries to send it, through us, a number of documents the most important of 

which could be obtained only in Greece itself-- a condition which was bound to 

raise a fresh practical problem. 

43. On the same date ve informed the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

of our correspondence on this novel aspect of the ~uestion of the displaced Greek 

children. 

44. At the end of December we received from the Czechoslovak Red Cross the 

original of a letter dated 28 December 1950 addressed to the Yugoslav Red Cross 

in which it drew attention to the case . of the Greek children resident in 

Yugoslavia, but having their relatives in Czechoslovakia. The Czechoslovak Red 

Cross enclosed with this letter a first list containing the names of 257 Greek 

children in this category, and req_uested the Yugoslav Red Cross to arrange for 

the conveyance of these children as far as the Hungai"ian-Yugoslav frontier, at 

1-lhich point it proposed to take charge of them. 

45. The list included the children's first names and surnames, the dates 

of birth of 51 of them and, in every case, their place of birth and the first 

name of the applicant (relationship not being stated). The Czechoslovak Red 
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Cross added that it was authorized to state that it could also take over 

children resident in Yugoslavia whose relatives were in Eastern European 

countries other than Czechoslovakia. 

46. Vie transm!tted this letter to the addressee. 

47. On 10 February 1951 the Yugoslav Red Cross sent us the original of a 

letter in sini2.s.r terms) also dated 28 December 1950, addressed to the Inter-

national Committee, wnich had by mistake been sent to it by the Czechoslovak. Red 

Cross. On the same date the Bulgarian Red Cross transrrJ. tted to -~s a memorandum 

from a group of relatives living in Bulgaria which- con-cained the names of fifteen 

Greek children living in Yugoslavia who were claimed by them. 

48. On 5 April we sent this list and -- for the second tillle -- the list 

sent to us by the Czechoslovak Red Cross with its letter of 28 December 1950, to 

the Yugoslav Red Cross, pointing out that, if it wished to have our assistance 

in studying the problem of these reg_uests for the return of children to their 

families, our services were at its disposal. 

49. On 18 June the Czechoslovak Red Cross communicated to us by letter 104 

applications submitted to it by Greek nationals who were living in Czechoslovakia 

and who •·•ere claiming their children then in Yugoslavia (forty-five o:f these 104 

names had also been included in the list of 28 December). 

50. Vie then received from the Romanian Red Cress 

thirty-one children also in Yugoslavia whose relatives 

their families in Romania. 

a list, dated 20 June, of 

wished them to rejoin 

51. 'once again, by letter of 20 July, we transmitted these various 

applications to the Yugoslav rted Cross in the form of a list, and asked the 

Society to inform us exactly what condi tiona it required to be fulfilled before 

returning to their families any of these children identi.fied in Yugoslavia. VIe 

referred to our letter of 121. Nove:!llber (see above, paragraph 42) emphasizing our 

desire for an early reunion of the Greek families still se:;arated, irrespective 

of the place of residence of the relatives and children, and again offering the 

assistance of our two organizations in studies concerning a suitable procedure 

and ways and means of putting it into effect. \-ie further informed the Yugoslav 
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Reel Cross that according to checks n:Me oy our spe::;ialists, the repatriation of 

t>renty -eight of the children claim.ed. through the Czechoslovak Reel Cross had 

:9reviously been applied for by families in G-reece. 

eight children 1·ras attached. to our colBllunication. 

A list of these twenty-

52. On 19 and. 20 July we r0plied. to the Romanian snd. Czechoslovak Red Cross 

Societies anCL corr..mu.."'l.icated to them the essential :poin-cs of our letter to t!le 

Yugoslav Red Cx·oss. 

53. On 3 Sevtember 1951 we transmitted to the Yugoslav Red Cross four new 

lists of a similar r.~-ature) be. sed. on a·pplicationo · _ri~1i~h had. reacheri v .. s from 

relatives resident ~n Poland and from the Czechoslovak and Bulgarian Red Cross 

Societies. 1'hese lists contained. in all the names of forty children and 

fifteen adults, 

On 12 September 1951 the Ew'lgarian Red Cross transrr.itced. to us thirty-

eight ay:plications from Greek families at present 1n Hungary asking for the 

ret1irn of their. children, nmr in Yugoslavia, vie transmitted the list of 

children claimed, and photostat copies of the o:ti/3inal applicati·ons, to the 

Y10.goslav Red Cross by letter d.ated 2 October 1951. 

To date no Greel' children resident in Yugoslavia· have yet been 

returned. to their families in other co·u.ntries of ·Eastern Eu±ope. 

Furthermore, it is relevarJt. to note that in September 1950 the 

Yugoslav Red Crose sent us soven listr:; comprising the names of 2, 512 Greek 

child.ren, presuned to be at present in Czechoslovakia, H·.mgary, Romania, A1.bania, 

Bulgaria) Greece and Poland, who ~were be:i.ng clairn.ed ~'JY their fami'lies in 

Yugoslav:La. As requested ·oy the Yugoslav Red Cross, we for1mrded these lists 

to the Red. Cross Societies in the tar]Jouring countl'ies. 

5'1. On 17 September 1951 the Yugoslav Red Cross enquired' -,;hat action had 

been taken lJy the countries in 1<hict tl1ese 2, 512 children are now resident on 

the applications submitted b;y their families. He replied on 5 October 1951 

that the Red Cross Societies of U"ese countries had not ad.:vised us of their 

L'ltentions. 
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I::. .BULGARIA 

ss. Or. 9 Yiareh :C95l ~<2 aga'.n corJllunicated. ·with the BC!.J.gariar:: Bed. Cross, 

prop:Jsir*g that conversations P.hould bG arxa:r.~.ged at aL aeorly date Hi th a view 

to stud.yir::g the question of the repatriation of ~he displaced. Greek children 

frcm all angles, ·11e C"&ferred. tc tho circU!HJtances in Fl'.ich anc'c the 

reasons for -viJ--.icl:. the Gcr..cral AG8em.-ci_y of tho ~nit82. I:7atio~EJ ~'lad asked for 

the co-8peration of mo.1· two rrgrct:izatior.s, end again pointed. ovt that the 

practical reaul to achieV""'d tc datA ware very f':cagmer..ta.ry and covered cr~y a 

very small ,-,umber of childrer:.. ~we aclded that :i.n ccTi'ormi ty with their 

guiding r;r:Lnciples our t;:To organizatiorn vv·uld ro prepared to lG::ld their 

sei'vices to facilitate the ret;;rr, of all Greek children aeparated. frnm their 

families, T.vhatever the preaeJ::t p2_ace c:f reailier_;_ce of' ttlo child_re::, or their 

families. 

59· We Iininter_ out that much ci the delay T,.,~hich haC. occurred i!l 

overcoming tt.e problem of the G-rse.k childrer.. 1Tas due tc tf<.e fact that T~'~e had 

not yqt beer. able tc study i u join.~.=_y ir. all its e.r,pAct_g. ~r ren:gdy this 

state of affairs: we ther-efore ·froposed that conversations sl1ould be held. 

at tte earli8st poHsible date betTnT8e:a the B'J.lgarian Red Cross rLd our t-v,:o 

crgar_izatior.J:~, and for t:t-ia ]_:HITpor;e suggested that representatives of the 

Comdttee ar.d. the Loegue might be sent to Sofia, cr that C"eprecentatives :Jf 

tt.e ~.ulgariar. Red Cro88 might co:rr.e tr- C~er..eva; c:r even that mrre geLeral 

converaaticTs might te 1-.elC.. ir ... a place tc 1:e afO."'oed. u-pc:1., 'tTl1GL 1·epresentatives 

of the Lati,.,r.al aocie-:tie2 rf a :-:J.J~ber of t_;_P_,_l"'1JOUJ:'~Ll'g ~Olli"""J.trieB rrJ.ght 

exchar,ge vie·ws -,lith our represer.tati vea. 1.-Je asked -whet~'ler 8.-:_;y r-.f the Be 

rr.ethods met with the approval cf' the .BulgariaE Red Cros8 rr \-Jhether it bad 

ar:y nther a0lutior.~. ir. mind. \-le i7".for::;.e.-1... ths BulgariaL B8d Cro.as that v.Te 

were send.ing aimilar letters Dy th8 sallie post ~.o t.l:e Bed. C:rofls Sccietiee 

of' Hur~gary) Rorr.ar..ia ar_d Czechce1oYn.kia: ar_d that the final pcsi tion cf 

our t,y,ro or~ar;,izatir'Lc:, ·r,v·cuJ_d 're d.efiret: ::i_n aeccrd.8.nce ·,vit.t tba replies 

rAcei-vod from the :Rulgari.an R8cl Crr·ss ar..d. tllGee other th1·ee Societies. 

The Bulgarian Rod Cross hac r.ct so far replif)(I tc tl:is letter. 
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60. As stated in Secticn II, on 9 March .1951 we also sent the 

H~.an Red Cross a let'"_,er ilientical with that &er.t to the ll"~".ian 

Red Croas. T0 date there he.s beBn no reply from the H\!J"~..aro. Red eros.a. 

IV . R OMlu'!IA 

61. Tho Rcmer,iac Red Cross, to which a similar letter was sent on the 

same date, ~~lied on 28 V~y. 

62. , The Rd!l81'J.an Red Crosa Rtated that since we tad proposed takir.g 

as basi:J fsr dt~cussion in the pro}lOOed ccrrre;.-eaticr..A the lists oot'lli1Ulllcat~d 

since 1949 to the harbouring countries, and.si~ce.these lists were net only 

false but prepared in bad faith (referri.~.g in this ccr .. ne.xicn to 1:he 

Partial study of t!lese lists m.aie by the Greek C!lildrer.' s Aid Comi ttee 

at Budapel'.t (EVOP), the rE>aulb rof ><hi.ch were published in a brochure 

entitled "The Truth about the Reg_ueAte f<'r Repatriat:lcn Submitted by the 

International Co=ittee of the Red Croea "), therefore the pre-posed 

conversations could take place only if the banis for discus~ior. offered 

the fullest guarantee of the correctness of the prsltion stated and cf the 

accuracy of the data. 

63. On l5 June we cabl<>,d to the Romanian Red Croa s that "'8 were in full 

agreement with the proposal it bad made in the fir.al part of its reply, and 

that we should be glad to meet it£ x-e:pr·osontati WoG either at Geneva or at 

Buchares.t. 

64 •. On 20 June we confirmed 'chis -celc,gram by Letter, stating once again 

that it had never been our intention to proceed solely on the basis of the 

lists of. c21ildren claimed tra."'.ami tted to thr> harbouring ccuntries. On the 

contrary, 1 t was :pre"ieely 1r, orrier to obtain all the necessary information 

and ensure all the essential guarantees that we had rn repeated occasions 

proposed hcldircg informal cor.versatioo\s. 'tie had always considered that 

our taRk cculd not be effectively discharged ur~ese all the parties 

interested in tte problem cf tte displaced Creek children -- both Red 

Crose Societies ar.ri cfficial authorities lent us their active co-operation, 

ar,d provided us 'with all the iri'crmation El t!leir peeRess ion likely to be of 

use in the solution of this :proble~. 
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65. We concl:.~ded by saying that we were at all times ready to study, 

ili conversations with the Romanian Red Cross, a .practical solution on the 

.lines indicated by it in its let~"er of the 28 May. We were anxious that 

.such eonversations, whatever form they took, should be held at an early 

date. 

66. The Romanian Red Cress has not so far replied to this letter. 

V. CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

67. We shall not in this context revert to the case of the 138 Greek 

children whose presence in Czechoslovakia was established mere than two 

years ago, but who have not yetbe~on repatriated. The latest developmentR 

of interest ru.·e mentioned in the second part of this report (see A/1848, 

page 8 et seq). A letter, identical in terms with that sent to the 

Bulgarian, Hungarian and Romanian Red Cross Societies, was sent to the 

Czechoslovak Bed Cross; no reply hae been received. 

VI. ~BA.'IIA Ac'ID POLAND 

68. In vie>·l of their earlier statements, reproduced on our previous 

reports, we have rrade no new approaches to the Red Cross Societies of these 

two countries. 

* 
* 

69. ln conclusicL •.vo \i'ClJ.2,d rrLenticr tL.c:..t we .tevd sc f82' received frol3. 

Q:eece, thrc-:J.gt J_vt_.FJ ']reek :Ssd. Cross) ~2,~72 a"PrlicatiC'ne for the 

rB:patrie..~icr.:. cf et.i.id.rer_ Rt pr:::sA:lt separated f:r0rr._ their fe.mi2_ies. 

70. Uur tTdu crgan.~zatior:.s have recaLt.iy published the sixth ·vol11.I!le· of 

the ger...eral 1:..st of G::::'eek children for '4hcm eippl:~cations have b<3Gn 

recoived from ~heir fam::_liea li7ing :in Gr·~cce-. 
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71. The sixth volume reproduces, in Greek charact.ers, ll sts drawn up by 

the Greek Red Cross on the basis of applications from families. Our two 

organizations have noticed that some of these na!l'es had appeared in previous 

lists, and have therefore decided fer tte moment to consider this sixth volume 

as provisional. To avoid any loss of time ho;.rever, it ;,as nevertheless sent 

on 15 October to all the harbouring countries irc its existing form. 'l'he 

Committee and tte Leag'Je have regu6"Sted the Greek Red Cross to revise the lists 

comprising the sixth volume and to remove the names of children mentioned in any 

of the five volUEes published earlier. 
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Al'J;E'X 

J::ette:r:_d_e~ej. l<'U:_eb:r_u_er~ -~~51 from the Interne~-iona l C_o_l£mi~tes of t-he 

Bed CroSB__I]Il_d the Lea~U"__ot: ~ed _ _cros-" _Societies to ~he_q_er_:t-x:_al Committees 

of the Nati9n_al __ R(l~_q_r:_os_s _(Reel _cres·o~t, Bed Lion and Be1I_S':'nJ _f)oc_1e_1;_1es 

Geneva. l~i February 1951 

DISPLACZD GBT£EK CHILrBE!i 

?or ove:c· two years the International Committeo of the Red Cross 

and the Le.~gue of Red Cross Societies hove been making the most strenuous 

effort to solve, in agreement witb all psrt:Les concerned, the problem of the 

repat.riati.or: of the d.i8ple cr:;d Greek ch~lldre 1_!. ~1-!.8 ..._.,.,,r·k t";as r:o-: i3lw8·yrf-1ie&n- ?\illy· 

underrrtoqd_; tt has gtv0n rise to criticism v.,-r!lich woe often due to tnsufficient 

accurate information. 

1-Jith " vie'' to ~rousing the interest of the nstional societies of the 

Bed Cross, tbe Red CreAcent, the Red Lion anc1 tbe Bed Sun, <ee shall describe, in 

ger:eral outline, the principal steps we have tsken and the results so far 

achieyed. 

l. Early in 1949, in conformity w~ \:,b the terms of reference of the 

·United r!at.l.ons General Assembly, we mo-l.e every effort to establish contact wit.b 

tl:e Greek Reel Cross and the Greek authorities, as well as with the Bed Cross 

societies end the autbor:i.ties of the countries now harbouring Greek cbil~ren. 

We were anxious to learn their views on the auostior, we had been asked to deal 

with and to receive their practical suggestions co!'cerning vossible solutions 

'o'hi.cb might be acceptable to all perties concerned. These efforts have been 

continued ·,__lnremitti!lgly sinc;o January 19.1·1·9 and. are still continuing. However, 

no really constructive pro:poeals have so far been Imde to us by the harbouring 

co•Jntries. On the contrary, no satisfactory response; :~e s been forthcoming to 

the proposals which 1v0 ·.)urselves sulJmit"t-t;O_ to these countries, even .l~.hough these 

have invariably intimated, or even oxpressly stated, that they approved the 

principle of repatriation. 

2. ]'or the purpose of ascertaining the whereabouts of eecb of the 

children olojmecl, the countries in question were asked. for lists of tbe Greek 

cbildren living in their territories; it was intended. to compare these lists 

at Geneva ,;tt t.be :pArents' !'eauesto and so discover the names of tbe children 

actually resioel".t in each country, which would in t'Jrr' have made ;t possible for 

us to determine later~ in consultatiop ~with ouch of the States concerned~ wbich 

of the chil1lr8n ~rere genuinely eligiblcJ for repatriation. 
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r::::he proposa:::_ THe..s variously it:;n(·,red by some of the countries or else 

asreed to but :cot 2.CteQ UJOD.. Another :-_Lethcd 1-r2e then tried: a:a tha basis of 

applications received by us t:O.rough the Greek Bed Cross from parents in Greece, 

we ourselves dre1,i UJ? 1-.~st.s of tl::e chiJ.dren cla~med e.r:.d sent them_ to each of the 

harbouring cot;.ntries ·v.1i th the i."eg_ues t that they should 1 nform us l·rh:i.ch of the 

children narr~ed on the lists ;:,rere act1.:.a.lly l~_-,ring ~n their terri to:ries. 

11Je did not in transmitting these lists, mean to Llplj' that every- child 

named thereon Ttras belng legitiliELtely claimed; ttG li.sts iLerel::r con.stituteQ 

a 1Jasis for considering the cases. 

So far) only the Czechoslovak ar:.d Yu-c5oslav Red Cross Soc3,eties 

have ccrrTI:.un:1.cated to us the rt..a:rr.es of a small nUlilber of the Greek children 

mentioned ln the l:\.s ts "~'rho are 1-:.. -,rir:5 ~-n their countries. i,.Je have repeatedly 

sug:Sssted to the var-Lous natior..al ReG. C:!'oss Societies concerned that v.:e should 

delegate a repr-Asen"t.ati.Ve to rna.ke 8.L G!ltirel,y 0bjeGt1V8 study Of th888 lists, 

as described. and ·Gatce note :Jf their col:I'lllents. 

This \,-Tould ha-.,-e enabled u8 to sort cut e.n;y dov.btful cases and so 

to forest::1ll any la.t8r dterutee cf' the kir:d -whlcD tas now arisen ·~tl.1e Press 

has reported on ~.t) in connoxion <:Jith the tv-1o children ivho vrere repatriated 

from Yu~_soslavia at the req_ue:::.t of tbe~.r fathers i.n Greece: but "~.-;hose r.:others, 

according to reports rece-:2..~,-sc only ver:;• ·ecentl:y-: e.re li7ing abroad, 

1.2hese practical s'Jg5es t..i.ons 'Je ·. e r_ot accerted by tile harbouring 

countries·' and our :~e?(o;cl.':::.ed aJ!J?li_eations :for the r:ecessar,y visas :for our 

representat.ives have b,::;en left ·J.r..ans•,rereG.. 

'3. Beiroe; still illost "lnxj,ol<a to reach a soll<tion, en spite of these 

setbacks j ':16 enq_1_;.ired at the end of ~-Jlarc.h 1950 f:r-orn al1 the countries concerned 

yhaG conditions the,y_felt ought to be :.:-'Flfil.l.eci 'Go E.-nable them to make prom.pt 

arYl practical arrangements for tho ret-,;.rn to l.;reece of tLe G:ceek children in 

t.i::.e1:r t-err:l tories "-'Tho could -be ::{'S.Qat:.iated. i.·J·:.th t}1€· excel_)t~on of the 

Czechoslovak a:r..d fugcslav· Red Cross .Sor~ieties: nonG of the Rfld Cross Societies 

a_ppJ:-oachsd. h-'3.S respor..:.ded ivith any constructive sug:_.?,estion. 

M·.':ll~e-.J'Ter) ·ca- :!_r.g :rr:.os t, a:cxi ous ourselves thti t our act -:.on should proceed 

in co2:r1plete >?Q 1.l-.'i. ty, ~.v?.. ~1~d o':)taiDS~U e. <-,l;_arantee :fror:_;_ 'Gh8 Greek Authorities as 

early as Fe-l"Jruary ,' l9h9; thLlt any children raturr...ed rfrould be retu.."':"ned directly 

to the:Lr _pciront2. J:n cases \\rhere ~ i'o:c technical reasons this could not be 

done imrrJ.ed ie. tely -- :.ror sxam:ple, 1Jecaue.e the .2arents hc.d a long -r,ray to travel 

to the locality 1..rhere the5.r Gh~.ldren l.rere t:::mkto:car::.l_y -'J..SfJemb:...sd -- the 
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children '·were to remain under our supervision until they 1<ere '"estored to their 

families. Accordingly .. r1:e are in a :position to give the assurance ~hat the 

children ·,rould not be :Placed in incern:rr.ent camps on their return to Greece, 

In this <ray, the 21 cLildren repatriated from Yugoslavia in November last were 

accommodated in a :hostel placed at our representative's disposal and five 

days later all had beeh returned to their families. 

4. He consider the effol ... ts "re have been :rr.aking for rr.:Ore than tT,..ro years 

on behalf of the Greek children parted from their families as an attempt to solve, 

in one of its forms) the genoral problerr ... cf reuniting families dinpareed by the 

war or through circunoe tances. \ie are prepar·ed t0 lend our good offices "iii. 

restoring to their famLiies e.ll the Greek children no•; ]Ja!'ted from them, 

irrespective of the present '"he:·ea,bcNtco of the childre'' or of thei_r relatives. 

It is clear) ho1vever, that ve rr.ust be able to act under the sa:rr.:e cond·_Ltions 

ir. every countxy. For this pu~pose it, is ~3ssential t-nat al.l the parties con-

cerned sh01J.ld agree to give us the necessarJ :acilitie-o for verification and 

~ upervis io!l. 1l'hese facilities 1<~e1·e gre.nted to us in 2-0nDexior.L ¥w~ th considering 

the :m.eri ts of the applications ::J£de by G:"e9k families in Greece concerning 

children ... ..,rhose presence in the one o.r other harbourhJg countr;y had been admitted 

by that country. 

5. Precjsely beca~~se v.re T,.,rere an.":ious to d~"scuss the probler:J. of Greek 

children as a \¥hole,. and in particuJar tc cle&r un by joint. eons·J.ltation, 

any cases vrhere t:C.e legi ti?nac;y of a~Jplicatio:w for re:ratriation v;aB challenged, 

we j_nvi ted the Red Cross Soc~Leties of all the countries corcerned to a conference 

to be held at Ger.ev a in lviarch, 1950 . The Be1lgarian, Bomanian a:-~d Czechoslovak 

Red Cross Societies declined the inYitation. The Yugoslav Red Cross, a~cepted 

in. principle, Out did not Bend. a repi"'esentative. No reply Has recr,ived from the 

Hungarian and Polish Red Crose Soc:etiee. 

one to send represen.tati ves to Geneva. 

IJ:he Greek Red C:r;·oss \olt~.S the onl~r 

* 
* * 

'Jlhe foregoing account descri-oes J_n general Outline) e.nd occasionally in 

detail, our attempts: over a per-Iod of rr::.:.>re tho.n two years) to find a solution 

to the problem of the displaced Greoci: children. Despite the obstacles we 

have encountered, ')18 sb.ll do r.ot want to despair of the fina), result. l{e have 

therefore every reasor_ to be gratifi·:Hi by aTly eLdeq,vouz-s made or likely to be 
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F8de in future by one or other of the national Red Cross Societies on behalf 

of the Greek families '"ho ure still not reunited. 

He have the honour to be, etc. 

For the League of R3d Cross Societies 

G. MILSOM 

Under-Secretary~Jeneral. 

For the Interna tion"l Col!!1llittee of the 
Red Cross 

D. de TRP.Z 

Deputy Executive :Uirector. 




