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"5. Recuests the Secretary-General tc report from time to time to
Member States on the progress mede in the implementation of the
present resolution, and requests the internationel Red Cross
orianizetions and the Secretary-General to submit reports to the
General Asgembly al its sixth segsion.”
2. The Internstional Committee and the League hed been informed on
10 Hovember of the generasl tencr of the terms cf the draflt resolution which was
to be submitted to the General Assembliy. At that time, our two organizations
did not know exactly what the sponsors of the draft resclution intended the
functions of the proposed Stand’ng Committee to be. The Interrnetionsl Committee
and the League duly informed the Secretary-General of the United Nations by cable
that, while realizing that the object in establishing the nevw bedy appeared to be
largely to give effect tc the conclusions of their general report of 18 September
1350 (2), yet, in view of their spec’al position and in the interests of their
work, they comsidered it essential that they should consult with the Committee,
a8 soon ag 1t wasm established, with a view t¢ reaching agresment on the
division of their regpective functions and reapongibilities in crder to aveid any
confusicn or overlapping.
3. By letter dated 21 Ndﬁember, the International Cormittee and the league
vere informed that the sponsors of the draft resclution had, indeed, propoasd the
establishment of the Standing Committee in order to pfovide cur two orzanizations
with the assistance requested by them in their last report. The intention was
thet the Committes would bhe essentlially an advisory bedy 2t the dieposal of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, vhose sfforts it vas to assist, We
would, of course, be kept regularly informed of its activities and plzns, and
hence there was no reeson to fear the confusion or overlapping we were anxious
to avoid,
L, On & December 1950 the Secretary-General of ths United Nationg
copmunicated the text of the resclutiocn adopted by the General Assemhly to the
Commities and the League for their information,
5. On 12 and 16 January 1951, the Commitcee and the Leagus informed the
Secretary-General that they were prepared to continue to co-operste with a view

to contributing to the sclution of the problem of the displaced Greek children.

*

(2) &/1480



I, YIGOSLAVIA

b. It may be recalled that, in itg letter of 23 June 193C, the Yugoslav
Red Cross, besides transmititing a list of &2 Greek children identified by it in
Yugoslevia, informed us of the conditions which it felt ocught to be fulfilled
before proceeding with their repatriation (see our report of 18 September 1950,
paie 13).

T On 6 Octever, the Greek Red Cross, o which the list had been trans-

P
mitted, forwarded to ws the civil status documenta asksd for in respect of these
63 children, end in 2 telegram of 10 October informed ue that, reversing its
earlier decigion, 1t accepied all ths conditions stipulated by the Yusoslav Red
Croga. which we immediately notified accordingly.

8. ATter the Yuroslav Red Crosg had, by telsgram of-25 October, expressed
the wish to repztriate the first party promptly, we acted upon Its reguest

and sent a representative fto Athens who was akle, early in November, in

agreemert, with the Greek Red Cross, o make the necessary arrangemsnt for the

reception of the children and to mske practical arvangements, in accordance with
hig irpstructions, for supervieging the return of the children to thelr femilies,
Q. It may be mentioned at this voint that on & November the Yugoslav Red
Creces sent uz 2 gecond Llist of Greek children ildentifiled by 11t in Yugoslavie,
The list contained 174 names, 63 of whick were already known to us.

10,. We immediately transmittcd the list to the Greel Red Cross Lo enable
it to assgembles the requisite civil statuz documents forthwith.

1% On 20 November 1950, the Yugoelav Red Croseg informed us that an
unspecified number cof Greek children identified by it could be repatriated on

Saturday 2% November at Termelna Banja, a place in Yugoslavia noar the Greex

s
frontisr to which cur representative and the Greek members of the repatriation
committees would have access.

iz, The practical arrangements having bsen completed both on the Greek

s

rat party of 21 children from Yusoslavia was thus

Fh

and on the Yugoslav side, a It

- abie to return to Greece on the morninz of 25 Novsmber.
13, A Tormal report concerning this operstion was drawn up, bearing
witnecg to the fact that cn 25 November the mewbers of the vepatristion
cormission, consisting of the rewresentative of the Committee and of the League,
representatives of the Yugoslav and Greek Red Crose Societies, and a Greek and a
Yuzcoslav doctor, had effected the return end recsption of 21 Greek children

repatriated from Yuzoslavia,
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20, The Swedich Red Crosg selt up 1ts mi

44

gion 2t once and & working team

was quickly sent oub as soon 2s the necessary arrangements had been made with

ot

the Yugoslav authoritiss and the Yigoslav Red fross and azreement had been
reached with them concerrning the conditions on which any children thereafter
located in Tugoslavls were eligible for rewnatriaticn™ .

21. As sarly as 28 Janvary 1551, we received a list from Belgrade giving
the namss of 173 Greek children who were anzious Lo reiturn to Gres=ce and whose
'fepatriation had been requested by their parents, and those of 187 children
who also wished to return 4o Creece Tut who did not seem to have been included
in the lists trensmitted by ug to 211 bthe hest coumtries. Hine similer ilsts,
with = total of 722 names, have besn communicated to us sc far by the Swedish
mission, A1l these have heen tranamitted by our gervices to the Gresk Red
Cross to'eneble 1t to assemble the civil séatua documents 2nd certificates

Y

necessary for the repatriation of the children identified,

®)

z, Cn 12 February 1951, we were =2ble to transmit to the Yugoslav Red
Croseg documents which had reached us from Greece concerning 70 Greek children
living in Yugoslavie, On 28 February, the Yugoslav Red Crosgs told us that a
further party of children for repatriation would lezve Belgrade about 13 Mérch,
and on & Merch it Informed ue that revpabrietlon would take place on 14 March at
Termelne Banja, Four days later, the Yugoslav Red Crose, in reply to our

enqniry, informed us that this second party would consist of 3 children,

o)

[T

. The representative of the Committee and the League arrived at Athens
on 11 March, &nd on 1 March supervised the repetriation cperstions which
proceaded along the same lines as on 2% November 1950 {sse parsgrapns 11, - 18

zbove), . Altogether 54 children returnsd to Greece on thlg cccasion,

3) This special mission of the Swedish Red Crose, together with the
Yugosliev Red Crossz, has been working hard for almost a year, So far
1t has beern concerned chiefly with enguiring into the case of every child
livirg in =z Yugoslav Red Cross Homs, IEach one of thege Greek children
hag been interrogated, although the process was often long and difficult
owing to the childrents age. The principal task remaining is to deal
with those children who ave living in places other than thess homes.



2k, On 18 and 1§ Merch the repatrialted children were returnsd to their

r
families at Sslonika, still under ths supervisicn of our repreaentative,
Thirty of them were returned wo thelir fathers, twenty-one to thelr woitisre,
two to uncles and ocne to a brother. One. of these last three was returned to
his uncle tecausze nis perents ned shortly before loft Grescs Toy Jenada, as
officislly noted in the formel report drawn up. In the case of the second
child, the mother had died and the father was ro longer in complete possession
of his mental Taculties, The uncle formally gave his undertaXing o look
after the chiid. In the case of the third child, the father waa paralyzed
and the mother seriocusly 111, so that, sccording to eviderce zroduced by the
brother, they Ead heen unable to travel Lo meet the child.
25, Our representative was inforved ait the time of this szcond
repatriation that a third convoy of Green children weould prooebly leave
Belgrade at The end of April or sarly in Mey.
26, On 17 April, we seni She Yugoslav Red Cross civil status documsnis
in respect of eighty-two Greek ¢hildren who had been located in Yugeslavia

1

by the Yugosliav Red Cross and the Swedlsi Fed Croszs misggion,

27, Or b May, we sent similar documents relating bo 123 Gresk children
to bs repatriated. Bg te]e*raﬁ of 9 Mey. the Yugoelev Red Cress informed
us that thers would prohably be & further repatriation on 19 May,

28, Finelly, on 24 May = third convey of 21k Grsek children left
Yugoslavie and returned to Grsece, in the pressnce and under the supervision
of the representative of the Committse end the League. On thie occasion,

the Joint Repatriztion Committes had fulfilled the usual formalities on 21

end 22 May 2t Arandjelovac, = place in Yugcslav te
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south of Belgrads, vhere the childrsn had been assenblsd by the Yugoslav
Red Cross,

29, Aa in the past, the childrsn wers returned to their families ab

D

Salonike, under our revresentative's supervision, O theee children, 117
were returned to their mothers, 4 to their fatheres end 15 to close relatives
act;ng ag guardiang or duly authorised by a Tather or mobher who had been
vrevented from travelling to Salonika, Tn the case of 143 children, both
yarents were in Greece; 28 had ons parent in Greece and the other 1n =
sountry in eastern Eunonm other than Yugoslavia; £ had cne parent in Gresce

and the other in Tugos luv1a 10, one parent in Greece and the other overzeas;



9, one parent in Greece, the whereasbouts of the other being unimown; & hed
returned from Yugoslavias with their mothers: the parents of cong child were
r dead and the wherezbouts of those of another were unknown.
30, In the course of the repatriation, the Tugoslav Red Cross teld our
representative that it would crganize a further party of about 300 chlldren
28 goon a8 1t received the civil status documents which were still misaing.
31, Accordingly, altogether 289 Gresk children have so far been repatriated
from Yugoslavia,
* * *

32. Thesge first repatriations and the work done in Yugoslavizc by the
special misslon of the Swedish Red Cross have given rise to scme misunder-
standings and attacks - often sharp sttacks - egainst our two institubicns,
and in some cases an echo of these criticismsg reached the General Assembly
of the Unlted Kations,

33. We shall not recapitulate these misunderstandings apd attacks,

This and the two sarlier reports are sufficient to d&lsgpel misunderstending
end to meet attacks., We would, howsver, for the sake of clarity, mention at
this point that we fthought it advisable at the time to prepare, chiefly for
circulation to a2ll the nationsl socistles of ths Red Croes, & short account
cf the efforts made by our two institutions cver the last two years to Iingd,
in agreement with all ths parties concerned, an equitable sclution to the
probiem of the repatrigtion of the displaced Greek children, This document,
which was published on 15 February 1951, was commnicaied to the Secretary-
-General of the United Naticng for his informaticn and is annexed to this
report,

3k, Ag will be seen, that documwent first recapitulatss in broad outline
the further proposals and suggestions made by us to the harbouring countries,

with a view to gtudying the problem zs a wheole with them =nd subsequently



drawing up, with their ective assistence, lists of Greek children vhc could

be repatriated. We also said in that circular that, faithful to fhe principles
by which the work of the Red Cross is guided, we were ready - in this respect
golng beyond the limite of cur cwn termes of reference - to take stéps’tb
facilivate the return to their families of gll Greek children at present
geparated from them, wherever the actual place of residence cf those children
or of their parents might be, provided, of course, that all the parties
concerned agreed to give us the necessary facilities for checking and
supervision,

35. We shewld like at this voint to refer to one part of our work which
'-was not mentioned in our earlier report, because, strictly spééking, it

excéeds the gcope of the Genersl Assembly resolutions. '

36. On 7 June 1950, the Gresk Children's Aid Committee (EVOP) &t

Budapest forwarded o us the text of a letier which it had that day addressed
to the Tugeslav Red Crods and in which it requested that a number of Gresk
children living in Yugoslsvia should be returned to their parents, then living
in.Hungary, Romania, Czechoslovakia end Poland, _

37. The Greek Children's Ald Committee asked us to gupport its Initiative,
.38. - We replied that we were perfectly ready to act, in the particulsr

' cede in question, on the lines adopted oy us for deasling with requests Trom
Parenﬁs living in Gresce, We therefore suggested that the Red Cross Sccleties
of the'countries in which the parents of the Greek children now Iin Yugoslavia
wersg llving sheould communicate to us the original requests made by those parents
for their children's return, On the basis of those doéﬁiﬁentsj we would draw
up lists which we would send to the Yugoslav Red Cross,

39. We added that 4if it were necessary and if it would help in the spesedy
return of these children to their families, we were ready to send one of our
repregentatives to verify on the spot the applications submitted in this

way through us to the Yugoeslav Red Cross.



4o. On 25 July 1950, the Yugoslav Red Cross teld us that it had recelved
thig létter)_of which we already hed a copy, from the Greek Children's Ald
Committee together with a list of the names of 149 Greek children claimed, It
was willing to allow the return of these children to their.parents, on the same
conditions as thoge stipulated in the case of the repatriation of Greek children
in Yugosl&via claimed by their parents in Greece,

L1, On 4 November, when the Greek Children's Ald Commlttee had still not
replied to our offer, the Tugoslav Red Crosgs, referring to its letfer of 25 July
1550, sent us a jelegram asking us to gend it as prompily zs posaible the
documents 1t had requested as a prior condition for the return of these 149
childrsn to thelr parents. ]

b, By letter dated 1 Fovember 1550 we informed the Yugoslav Red Cross of
the coffer we had made to the Greek Committee at Budapest, and also pointed out
that if It ingisted on stipulating the same conditions for the return of these
children as in the case of the repatristion of the childrsn claimed in Greece, it
would be necessary for the Red Cross Sccieties of the various harbouring
countries to send it, througﬁ us, & number of documents the most importent of
which could be obtained only in Greece itself. -. a condition which was bound to
ralse a fresh practical problem.

43, O the same date we informed the Secretary-General of the United Nations
of our correspondence on ﬁhis novel aspect of the quegtion of the displaced Greek
children,

Ly, At the end of December we recelved from the Czechoslovak Red Croas the
original of a letter dated 28 Dacember 1950 addressed to the Yugoslav Red Cross
in which it drew attention:to the cage . of the Greek children resident in
Yugoslavia, but having thelr relatives in Czecheoslovakia, The Czechoslovak Red
Cross enclosed with this letter = fifst liat containing the names of 257 Greek
children in thig category, and requested the Yugoslav Red Cross to arrange for
the conveyance of theee children ag fer as the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier, at
which point 1t proposed to teke charge of them, : -

Ls, The 1ist included the childven's first names and surnames, the dates
of birth of 51 of them and, in every case, their place of birth and the first
name of the applicant (relationship not being stated). The Czechoslovak Red



- 1o -

Oross added thet 1t was authorized to state that it could also take over
children resident in Yugoslavia whose relatives were in Fastérn European
countries other than Czechoslovakia,

L6, We transmitted this letter tc the addressee.

b7, © On 10 Februery 1951 the Yugoslav Red Cross sent ug the original of a
letter in similar terms, also dated 28 December 195C, addrssesed to the Inter.
national Conmittee, waich had by mistake been sent to 1t by the Czechoslovak Red
Cross. {n the seme date the Bulgarian Red Cross transmitted to us a memorandum
from a group of relatives living in Bulgaria which centained the names of flfteen
Greek children living in Yugoslavia who were claimed by thenm.

L&, On 5 April we gent this l1ist and .- for the second time -. the list
gent to us by the Czechoglovak Red Cross with its letter of 28 December 195C, to
the Yugeslav Red Cross, pointing out that, if it wished %o have our eggistance
in studying the problem of these requests for the return of children to their
femilies, our services were at itg disposal.

kg, On 18 June the Czechoslovak Red Cross communicated to ue by letter 10k
applications submitted to it by Greek naticnals who were living in Czechoglovakia
and who were clasiming theilr children then in Yugoslavia (forty-five of these 104
nemes had also been included in the 1ist of 28 December),.

50, - We then recelved from the Romenian Red Crcae a list, dated 20 June, of
- thirty-one children &lsd in Yugoslavia whose relatives wished them to rejoin
their familieg in Romania,

51, "Once agein, by letter of 20 July, we transmitted these varioua
applicaticns to the Yugoslav Red Cross in the form of a list, and asked the
Society te inform us exactly what conditions it reguired to be fulfilled befors
réturning to their familieas any Sf thege childrern identified in Yugoslavia, We
referred to ocur letter of 14 November (eee above, paragraph 42) emphasizing our
degire for an early resunicn of the Greek families still gevarated, irrespecti#e
of the place of resldence of the relatives and children, and again offering the
assistance of our two orgenirzations in studlies coreerning & suitable procedure

end vways and megng of putting 1t into effect. We further informed the Yugoslav



Red Crosgs that according to checks made by our specialisgts, the repatriation of
twenty-eight of the children claimed through the Czechoslovak Red Cross hed
vreviously been arplied for by families in Gressce, A list of these twenty -
eight children was sttached to our communication.

'52. On 19 and 20 July we replled to the Romenian snd Czechoslovak Red Cross
Societies 2nd communicated to them the essential points of cur letter to the
Yugoslav Red Cross, '

53. On 3 September 1951 we lransmitted to the Yugoslev Red Cross four new
ligts of & gimllar nature, baged on applications which had reached us from _
relatives resident In Polend and from the Czachoglovek end Bulgarisn Red Cross
Sogieties.  These lists containsd in 211 the names of forty children and
fifteen adults,

ﬁﬁ. {m 12 Septembsr 1951 the Hungzrian Red Cross transmitited to us thirty-
elght zpplications from Greek families af present in Hungary asking for the |
return of thelr children, novw in Yugosiavia, Ve trensmitted the list of
children claimed, =nd photostaet coples of the originel applications, o the
Tugoslav Red Crogs by letier dated 2 Cotober 1G5L.

55, To date no Greek children resident in Yugoglavia have yet been
returnsd to thelr femilies in other countries of Tastein Eutops.

56, Furthermore, it is relevant to note that in Septembver 1950 the
Yugosiav Red Crose sent us seven lists comprising the names of 2,512 Gresk
children, presumed to be ab vresent in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romenis, Albania,
Bulgeria, Gresce and Polend, who were being claimed by their families in
Yugdslavia, As Tequested by the Tugoslav Red Cross, Wé'forwarded thege lists
to the Red Cross Socleties in the hearbouring countries.

57}: On 17 Sewptembor 1951 the Tugoslav Red Creoss enguired whnat action had
besn taken by the countries in which thess 2,512 childven sire now resident on
‘the applicationa submitted by their famliliesz, We replied on 5 October 1951
that the Red Cross Societles of these ccuniriss had not adviged us of their

intenticns.
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IZ. BULGARIA

58. Or. 9 March 1951 we age’n cormunicated with the Bulgerian Red Cross,
propoeing that somversaticons should be arranged at arn gerly date with a view
1o atudying the gquestion of the repatriation of the displaced Greek children
from all angles, We roferred to the circumatances in wkieh and the
reascons for whieh the Gerneral Asssmioly of the United Fations had esked for
the cc-operation of our twe crganizatiore, snd agsin volnted oub that the
rrastical resulte achieved te date wsre very fragmentery and covered crly &
very smaell rumber of childrern. We added that in corformity with thelr
iding rrinciples owr two organizatiors would te preovared to lend their
services tc facilitate the return of all Greek children ssparated from their
Tamilies, whatever the pressct place of remidernce of the children ar thelr
femiiies,
59. We printsd cut that mach of the dslsy which had cccurred in
overcoming the problem of the Greek children vas due toc the fact that we had
not y=t beern able to study it Joinily in all its eepecia. T remwedy this
state of affairs, we therefore rroposed that conversaticns siould bve held
at tke earliest posalble dats between the Bulgarian Red Cross rrd our two
crgarizations, and for this purpose suggsstzd that representativea of the
Committes ard the Lesgue might be sent o Sofla, ¢r that representatives of
tre Bulgarian Red Crosg mlight come to Geneva, or even that mere gereral
conversaticrs might te neld in e place to be agreed upcn, whel representatives
of the ratleral accletiss ~f a number of kerbourinrg scountrlea might
excharge views with our represertatives. We zaked whether any ~f these
retheds met with the approval of the Bulgarian Red Crose cr whethsr it had
ry o~ther a~iuticn Ir mind. We 1rformed ths Pulzerlar. Red Cross that we
were sending similar letters by the same pset to the Red Cross Sceisties
of Hurgary, Eomaris ard Czechoslovakia, ard that the final peosition of
our two arganizaticrs wowld re defired In accordance with the replies
recelved from the Fulgsrian Rad Crees and theee other three Socleties.

The Bulgariasn Rod Cross hag nct sc fer replied te this letter,
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ITIZ. HUNGARY

60. As stated in Secticn II, on 9 Merch 1651 we also aent the
Bungarian Red Cross a letisr identical with <that ssnt to the Bulgarian
Red Crecss. To date there hes been no reply from the Mungerisn Red Cross,

TV. ROMANTA

61, The EKecmernian ﬁed fross, to which a Bimilar\letter was Rent on the
seme date, replied on 28 May.

£2. - . The Romendan Red Cfoss atated that sinece we rad proposed taking

&g . basis f-r discuseion in the provosed couversatlcos the lists compunlcated
since 1949 to the harbcuring ccuntries, ard. simce: these listas were nct only
false but prepared in bad falth {referring ir this ccrmnexlen to the
Partial atudy of these lists meile by the Creek Childrer's Aid Commlttee
at Budapest (EVOP), the results of which were published in & brochure
entitled "The Truth about the Requests Ter Repatriaticn Submitted by the
Internaticnal Cormittee of the Rod Crosa'"), therefore the pfcpoeed
converaations could teke plaée_only {f the bamie for discusaion offered

the fullest guarantee of the correctness of the pesiticn stated ard of the
eccuracy of the data. ' ' B '

€3. On 15 June we cabled te the Romanlan Red Cross that we were in full
agreement with the proposal 1t kad made in the firal part of ites reply, and
that we should te gled to meet ite repregentativos 2ither at Geneve or at
Bucharent,

€4, . - On 20 June we confirmed this 1elogram. by tetter, statlng once again
that it had never been our intention to proceed solely on the tasis of the
liste of -children claimed tranamitted to the harbouring countries. (. the
contrary, it was precisely in order to cbtain all the necesgery infecrmation
and ersurs all the sesential guarantees thet we had cn repsated occasions
rroposed helding informel conversetinns. We kad aslways corsidered that

our teak cculd rot be effectively diacharged urlese all the parties
Interested in the problem of +ke displaced Treek children -- both Red

Croas Socletles snd official authoritiea -- lent ue their active co-operation,
and provided us with all the information in thelr posressicn likely to be of

use in the polutiorn of this problem.



65, We concluded by saying that we were at all times ready to study,
Ix conversations with the Romanian Red Croas, a.practical sclution on the
_lines indicated by it in its letler of the 28 May. We were anxious that
Buch ecnveregations, whatever form they toock, should b2 keld al an early

date.

66, The Romenian Red Cross has not so far replied to this letter.
V. CZECHCSLOVAXIA

67. ~We shall nct in this context revert to the case of the 138 Greek
children whose presence in Crechosicvakis was established more than two
years ago, tut vhe have not yet besn repatriated. The latest developmenta
of interest are mentioned in the second pexrt of this repcrt {see A/18L8,
page 8 ef ssq). A letter, identical in terms with that sent to thke
‘Bulgarian, Hungeriasn and Feomanisn Red Croes Societies, was sent to the

Czechoslovak Red Cross; no reply hae been received.
¥I. ALBANIA AND POLAND

68. ~ In view of their earlier statements, reproduced on our previcue |
reports, we have mwede no new approachkes to the Red Cross Societiss of these
two countriss,

*
' o *. S

£€G. Iin cornclugicrh we would menticn Hiet we heve e far recelvsd from

(reece, through the Gresk Red Crose, -2,.72 applicaticne for the

repatrieticn of chiidrer at present ssparated from thelr Tamiiles.

T (ur two crgenizations have recently published the sixth volume of

~the general list of Gresk children for whom applications have héen

received from thelr families Living in Grecce.
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TL. The gixth volume reproduces, in Greek characters, lists drawn up by
the Greek Red Cross on the besis of applicatlons from fzmilies.  Our two
crganizations have noticed that some of these names hsd appesared in previous
lists, and have therefore decided for the moment to consider this slxth volume
as provigicnal. To avold any loag of time. however, it wss nevertheless sent
on 15 October to zll the harbouring countries ip its existing form. The
Committee and the League have requested the Gresk Red Cross to revise the lists
comprising the sixth volume and fto remove the nzmea of children mentioned in any

of the five volumes published earlisr.
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ATHEX

Letter dated 15 Fetrusry 1551 from the Internatioral Committes of the

Red Crose and the League of Red Cross Societles 1o the Central Commlttegs

of the FNatlional Red Cross {Rea Cregeent, Red Lion =nd Red Sun) Societies

Geneva, 1% February 1951
DISPLACED GREEK CEHILTREN

Tor over two years the Internationsl Committee of the Red Cross
and the League of Red Cross Socistiss have been making the most strenuous
effort to sclve, in agreement with all parties concernsd, the problem of the
repatristion of the displaced Greek children.™Wis wrk hse nos alwaye heén Tully
understood; it has given rise to criticism which was often duz to insufiicisent
-accurate Information.

R With 2 view to arousing the Intersst of the nationsl societies of the
Red COross, the Red Crescent, the Red Lion and ths Red Sun, we shall describe, in
goneral outline, the principal steps we have tsken and the results éo far
achievad.

1. Farly in 1549, in conformity wivh thes terms of reference of %he

“United Wationa General Asasmbly, we msde every effort fo establish cbntact with
tke Greek Red Cross and the Greek authorities, zs well as with the Red Cross
societies and the suthorities of the countrles now harbouring Greek children.
We were anxious to leazrn their views on the guestion we had been agked to deal
with and to. receive thelir practical suggestions concerning possiblé solutions
which might be accepiable to 2ll perties concerned. Thege efforis havé been
continued wremittingly since January 19hg and are still continuing. However,
no really congtructive propoeals have so far been mede to us by the herbouring
countries. | On the contrery. no satisfaclory responss hes been Torthcoming to”
the propoeals wkich we ourselves submittzd to these countriss, even ‘hough theae
have Invariatly intimated, or sven expressly stzted, that they anproved tbe
rrinciple of repatriation.

2. TYor the purpose of ascertaining the wherssbouts of each of the
children clsimed, the countries in question were asked for lists of the Greek
children living in their territories; it was intended to ébmpare ﬁhese 1ists'
at Geneva with the parents' reguests end o discover the némés of the children
actuslly regident In each country, which would in fvrn have made it possible for
us to determine laster, in consultatior with each of the States concerned, which

of the childrsn wore genuinely eligible for repatriation.
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The proposal was variously igncred by scme of the countriss or elas
agreed Lo bubt not actec upon. LAnother netined was then tried: on the bagis of
applications rscelved hy us through the Greek Red Cross Trom parents in Gresce,
we oursgelves drew up lists of the children claimed ard cent them teo eack of the
* . +1 - 1 1 . - = e R R A oS
harbonring countrise with ths regussi that they should inform us which of the
childrsn named on the lists were zotually 1iving in their territoriss,

We did not, in transmitting these lists, mean %o jzply that every child
amsd therson was belng legitimatsly clsimed; the lists zsrely constlituted
2 basis for considering the cases.
S0 far, only the (Czechoslovak and Yugzoslav Red Cross Soclsties
1 r 1

have cormunicated to us the namee of a small number of the Greek children

mentioned 1ua bhe ligis who sre livin their countries. We have repesatedly

o]

sugsssted Lo the various national Red Cross Socletiss concerned that we should
delegate a2 representaiive Lo make an entirsly objective study of these lists,
a8 describved, and tawe note of their comments.

7 This would have enabled us to sort cut any doubtiul casss and =0

to forestail any latsr dizputes of the kind which lhas now arisen {the Presa

.

hag reported o©m 14) in comnexion with the two children whe wers repatrlated

from Yuzoslavia at the reguest of their fathers in Greece, bubt whose rothers,

according tc reports recelived only ve secentiy. ars living abroad,

These practicsl svggestions weie not zccepted by bhe harbouring

4

counbries, and our rejested applications Tor the necessary visas for our
repregentatives have heen left unanswered.

3. Beipg still wmoet anxicus bo rsach a golution, in gpite of these
getbhacks, ve enquired at the sndé of March 1990 Ircem all the countries conecerned
vhat conditicns they felbt ought to he fulfilied to emable them (0 make prompt
and practlecal arrangsments for the rebturn to ursecs of the Greek children In

& repatriated. With the ewception of the

ey

treir territories who occuld

UJ

Urechosloval and Yugoslav hRed Cross Hocisties, nons of the Red Croas Socletles

aptroachsd has responded with any corstructive suggestion,

Moreover, teing mosh arxions ourselves that our action snoala grocend

in complete sgulity, ws had obtainsd & guarantee from the Greek futhorities as

early as Pebruary, 1949, that any children rsturned would be returned directly

z

Lo thelr parents. In cases whers, Tor technical reasons this ccould not be
done immediately -- Tor sxampls, hecauge the parents had a long way to travel

to the locality where their children were te mporar! iy asssmbied -~ the

e



children were - to remain under our supervision until they were restored to their
families. Accordingly, we are in a position to give the assurance that the
children would not be placed in interrment camps on their return to Greece.

In this way, the 21 children repatriated from Yugoslavia in November last wers
accommecdated in a hostel placed at our repressntative’s disposal and five

dayg later all had beew returned to their families.

h, we conéider the efforte wa have heen making for more than two years
on behalf of the Greek children parted from their families as an abtémpt %o golve,
in one of its forms, the genoral problsm of reuniting familiss dispereed by the
“war or throvgh circumstances, We are preared to lend cur gocd offices 1n
regtoring to their families all the Greek children now parted from them,
irrespective of the prezent wheresbouts of the children or of their relatives.

It 1&g clear, however, that we must be able to act under the gane conditions

in every country. For this purpose i%t is sessential tnat all the parties con-
cernst should agrse to give us the nscessary Tacilities for verification and
Supervision. Thege facilities wers grented to uwg in somnexion with consldering
the merits of the applications made by Gresk fémilies in Gresce concerning
children whose presence in the one or obther harbouring country had been admitted
by that country.

5. Precizely becauss we were anxlous o éiscuse the problem of Greek
children as a whole, and in particular tc clear up by Joint consultation,
any cases where tie legitimacy of applicatiocns for repatriation was challenged,
we invited the Red Crose Sccieties of all the countries concerned to a conference
to be held at Geneva in Msrch, 1950, The Bulgarian, Remanian and Czecheslovak
Red Cross Socleties declined the invitation. The Yugoslav Red Crosa, ascepted
in principle, but d4id not send a representative. Yo reply was recoived from the
Hungarian and Pelish Red Cross Sceisties. The Greek Red Cross was the only

one to send reprezentatives to Geneva,

* #
The forsgoing account describes in general cutline, and occasionally in
detail, our attempts, over a pericd of more than btwoe years, to find a solution
to the problem of the displaced Greek children, Degpite the obetacles we
have encountered, we 8till do not want to despalr of the final result., We have

therefore every reascn o bte gratifieﬂ by any sndeavours made or likely to e



made in future by ome or other of the national Red Cross Socletiss on behalf
of the Greek familiss who are still not reunited.

We have the honour to be, stc.

For the League of Rad Cross Societies For the Internaticnal Commjttee of the
Red Crcss
G. MILSCM D. de TRAZ

Under-Secretary-tenersl, Deputy Executive Director,





