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GREENTAND
A, Administrative methods
1. In Novembor 1948, the Danish Government appointed & Commission to make
an overall study of conditions in the Territory and to submit recommanda@ioge,
including proposals for reo?ganizatibn of the service in all cases where that

seemed necessary. The Commission was comprised of representatives from the
Greenlenders, from the Danish F:uvliament, and from the Danltsh Civil Service,
including the Administrator of Greonlond. It made a comprehensive report in
March 1950, Various proposals have alreody been put into effect.

- By Finance |

2, The Commission ctudiud the public finence structure of the Territory
end made recommendatlons for méjor changes, It was recognized that a traneition
to an incoms tax system was not feasible as the monetary economy haed not yet
developed to an extent where it had replaced tho system of payment: in kind, which
gtill preveils. However, it was proposed to provide revenues -through customs
end excise texes and not to rely on the sales tex or the "edministretion™ tex.
The items chosen for the levy of the excise tax are! coifee; tea, tobacco, beer
and other spirits, sugur and cendy.  These were selected with the view to
imposing teaxetion on that portion of the populatlion best able to bear 1t.

3« While territorial revenue will increase under the new system of
texation, the plan for general development looks to the metropollian Government
to provide the necessary funds for & rather progressive progrexme. Some of the
financlal aspects of the plan arve given below:

Educational projects: K
New school buildings, and reconatruction of old
buildings, housing for students and teachers 6,019,000
Adult education 835,000
Radlo station and facilitles 1,115,000

Additional contxibution for teachers! salaries,
and deprecilation, maintenance, and other expenses
of new construction 1,022,000

Depreciation on buildings for adult education and
redlio facilitles; salaries for adult education and

redio service personnel 347,000
Films and librery services . . L 98,000
The Church’ oo ey e, e 22)000

' Total 9,461,000

/Public
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Public health projects: B K,
New hospitels, dental clinic, and tuberculosis
seniterium : : 13,757,000
Querters for medical staff ' | 1,940,000
Motor lavnches for medical steff, and special X~Reay ship 800,000
Total 16,197 ,000

/I « Construction




A/1280
Page U

A

Be

Ce

I. Construction nditures
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Théleugglx service L C o Co
Purchese of mobile crene, tractors, traileds otc. Ffor
.the Royal Greenlend Trading Compony's plent tn

Copenhagen

- Erection -of new shope, cxpdnsion and modexnizing of

older shoprooms
Purchese of 2 motor vessels
Construction of 2 maln harhouve
Extension of the harbour in Jullanehasb district

Fisherien

Purchase of & cutter for marine hileolugleal rosearch
Ioan for purchass of fishing beoate, 10 to 15 tons
Purchase of a school ship

. Denmark: Greenland

~. 360,000

1,860,000
1,500,000
10,530,000

34090,000
17,250,000

700,000
1,500,000
300,000

Loans to private trade and industugal activities (estimeted)2,000,000

Sheep«farming
Tractors, ploughs, and & refrigerated ship

Buildings for a now agriculture sexrvice station,
Including resldencea

Woolecombing machine for rental

Total

500,000

60,000

300,000
5,000
365,000

/IT. Vorking
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The supply eervice

Deprociation, 1n-bezes'b, main'benance
and cther expenscs ons

New Iinstallatlions et the Royal Greenland ’I‘rading
Compeny's plent in Copenhagen.

Shop buildings
2 motor vesgels

2 mein harbours
Harbour extension in Julignehaad district

Ficheries
Depraciation, interest » mal n‘tenance

‘Cutter for marine bioleglcal reesarch

Subsidies for purchasing bigger fishing boats
Fishing courses -in Godthasb '

Sheep-farmir;g
Depreciation, interest, meintenance and other expenses

. on trectors, ploughse, end refrigerated ship

1 asglatent agriculture offlcer and J. sesistant
horticulturs officer

smployment of & coneultant in sheepeferming and
horticulture in the Greenland Depoartaent

Total

/b.}
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4€,000
119,000
550,000
900,000
250,000

1,367,000

100,000
50,000
10,000
160,000

LY

17,000
30,000

+ 3,000
50,000

" 2:0177:090'

Progre8s
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C. Progress

e The most important development in thé'Territory is the change in the
occupaetional trade of the communlty from & hunting to a fishing economy. This .s
having fer~reaching effects on the liveé of the people. The dlspersed settlements
vhich were natural and expedient in relation to huntiné are glving way to a
concentration in larger settlements where there 1s a good harbour with sufficient
quay space for fishing boats and larger veassels, well-equlpped repair shops,
facilitles for the purchase of goods, end facilltles for the sale of the fish and
its preparation for export. The areas where population growth is taking place
are characterized by these requirements of a fishing commnity.

5. This population movement and chenge began spontaneously scne years ago.
The Govermment has been encouraging, rather than pushing it. The Cormission,
recognizing the importance of this movement of poﬁulation, hag recommended the use
of educational methods to convert those Greenlanders who have not yet seen the
advantages to be derived from concentration in the larger rather than the small
scattored settlements. However, it is also realized that the re~schooling of a
population of hunters into a population of fishermen must of necesslty teke some
time. ‘

6, Government. The Commission has proposed the esteblishment of a Central
Administration in the Territory, with the replacement of the Provincilal Govermors
by & eingle officlal with supreme authority to be known as the Territorial
Governor. He would be provided with expert asslstante in various fields,.

T« The District Counclils would be abolished, thé two Provineial Councils
would be merged into ome, and the Municipal Councils would be enlarged.

8, Public health. The public health programme recommended by the Commissio
envisages the ecrection of a number of new hospitels and the reconstruction of the

old ones. £ speclal nursing home for certaln types of tuberculosis 1s to be
established at all the medlcel statlions, and a central tuberculosis sanitarium
ls to be constructede A speclalist will be in charge of the sanitarium, and he
wlll have the benefit of a fully equipped sero-bacteriologicel laboratory which
vlll work in close collaboration with the Serum Institute in Copenhagen.,

9. In 1949, & special campaign against tuberculosis was launched with the
help of the Danlsh Red Cross, which provided eight nurses for the summer crusade.
All persons under iwenty yeers of age (10,000) were examined, and all who showed
& negative reaction (2,500) were vaccinated.

' . The Jjudicial
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10. The Judicial system, 'The arrangement under which +he Judge end the
prosecutor were one and the semo person, the absence of any dlstinction
batween the executive end Judiclal power, and the different treatument of Danes
end Greorlenders under the law, wers & source of great dissatisfaction in +the
Terxltory. The Comuission mede specific recommendetions to correct each of
these rroblems. Future administration will ‘be ‘the same for Greenlanders or
Danes. The system of courts will be Yeorganizod with adoquets provision for
arpcalo contlnuing as high as to the Supreme Court in Copenhagen, Counsel will
Ye provided for those accused of crime, The Judicial and executive power will
be separated. '

1l. Iducaetion., The fundamental change in educational pollcy which hag boen
reconmeonded by the Commisslion is the complete seperation of schools from the
Church, both In reapect of personnel ard plant. NManagement of tho school system
18 to be placed under & School Board comprised of the Covernor, the Dean and
the Director of Schools. Trained inspectors will supervise the elementary

.schoolss At each school the population will elect a represeontative to discusas

school mattera with the Municipal Council, and the school committee, and +the
authorities, ‘ b ' .

12, A Denish langunge secondexry achool will be established. The 2eyear
high school at Godtbaab will be extended into & Yeyear course. The seminary
2=yoar courses will be extended to 3 years, with the requirement of i years of
high school for edmisslon, so that teacher training will teke seven ycars
ingtead of sixe. Evening schools for edults are to be conducted at all of the
lérge settlements. Kindergerten achools, -of which there ls only one, are o be
oxtonded to other settlements.

13. The proposed pedegogical organization of schools 1s as follews: at all
gettlements there will be T=year elomentary schoold. At some settlements, there
will be so~called “A" end "B" elomentaxy schools. The speclel cheracteristic
of these 1s that after the first two years the "AY. mchool students will complete
the romeining five years with instruction in the Greenland lenguage only, while
for the same period of years the "B" gchool students will complete thelr
schooling with restriction in the Danish languege. Nexbt, three 2=-yoar poste

" primary schools are provided for; then, provision is made for o domestlc science
" school into which students may go from the elementary or the post-primary schools.

[There 18 to
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Thero 1s o be one-Z-year ocatechist's school end one h-year high school. Thore
1e also to be one 3=year seminary, one Leyear technical e'\_rez}ihé school, and one
l=yoar technicel day school. » o o
Apricnliuve | : : e

1k, Sheep_-f&rmin(g. Due .to.extrome winter conditiona in 19#9, half of the
shoep stoclk perished. The loss was consideved -very Bevere because the flocks
had been‘increesed to about 22,000 head...To-aid.the dlstressed farmers, the
Governwent gold hay at cost price in Copenhagen, not adding shipplhg churges,
- nnd ¢ranted them interestefree loans to aveid further reductlion of the atocks
by sales of animals to provide cash for expenses.

15+ - The Cormission hes yecommended tho production of winter fodder, the
stabllization of sheep-farming, the reorpanization of tho G-crvemment
Sheepbreeding Station 4o enable it to vnderttke educational work among “the
farmers end research, and the egtablialmoné of a farm wachinery pool.

1G., Fisheries. -Cod fishing-is the most importont line of the.trade, but
it is recognized that couplete rellence shonld not 'be placed on thise alcne, as
with .a.chongo of -climatic conditions the cod might again vetire from thoe coastal
waters, Accordingly, the Commission has pronosed the promotion of flsherles
othor than cody that fishermen maintaln the practice of having & secondary trade;
that larger boats be provided for the trade; and that research be underteken to
obdsin advance werning of chonges. Training in the use of .a.cutter with full
technical equipment and modern fishing tackle will be -provided by the
acquisition of such a vessel, and the inclusion of a epeclal course for
. fishermen:in the school &t Gadthasb, «'In the meantlms, durlng the srimter. of
1949 a number of Greenlenders attended the five-month course in EshjJurg, Dernmark,
at the' Fishexry High Schiool.,
-+ 17e Three privatec Danish fishing companies axe oyerating in Greenlend
vaters, and two of them are mepufacturing f£ish products in the Territory. The
Governueht "has:arrvarnged to cd-operate with one company by delivering cod flllets
and -shrinps. Profite will be shared with the .Government.

18, ‘Goéal.  The ennual production of coal is ebout 7,000 tons.. Due to

" extremely. unfavourable shipping conditions from the -coal field, it has not beson
* possible to increase output. The Commleslon hes .recommended the inportation of

[coal rather
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coe) rether than further production under an increasing deficlt operation of
the field. In 1949, the territory uged 3,350 tons of imported coal as comparsd
with 1,859 tons in 1945.

19. Cryolite, This mineral is found only in Greenland: It is mined by a
company in which the Government owne half of the stock. It 1s used ih the
eluninium end enamel industries. Shipuente are made to Denmark and to the
United States. Income from cryorite provides a large part of the cost of
cultural work in the territory.

20. Power production. In 1949, power plants and fuel oll distribution
tarks were constructed at four of the leading settlemonts. During the summer
of 1950, power plents are to be built at throe more settlements. It i1s also
planned to erect a large central fuel oll tank plant capable of holding a
supply from a trans-Atlantic tanker; from the central plant the fuel oil would
be distributed in small vessels to the coastal setllementss Tihe tank plant
would be bullt by the Goveimment, tut the intention 1s to leaso 1t to &
leading Danish o0ll company, subject to Govermment price control.

2ls Canning factory. The shrimp canning factcuy operated 25 deys end
produced oﬂ.‘y 38,362 tins of 90 gremmes each, due to “he severe winter corditions,
a8 compared with 110,198 tins in tho year ending Morch 1949. A new shrimp cennery
is undaxr consbructlon at HNerssaq, and anothier 1s contenplated et Disko Bay
where marine-biologlcal research has indicated the existerce of a very rich

shyinp benk.
Trangport and Cormunications
22, The Commission was dissatisfied with exleting transport and

commmicaiions facilities and reccmmended & complete reorgenization. It ls
proposed to build two large ports, one for North and the other for South
Groenlend. Ocean~going shipc would call et these ports. Trans-shipment would
be mede by the smaller vessels belonging ‘to and cperated by the Govermment
Trading Compeny. One of the obJectives of the new plan is to avoid the use of

women and chilldren ag dockers.





