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. ~~th a ~ev to &upplement~ the eta·tist1cal. ,data given in doo\lmeJ>:t A/~272 

end. in .pu:;awmoE;l. of ~graph 4 (b) or' Ge:tiereJ. Jl .. asembly resolution 218 (III) l the 

f~Uon:v.g aumma~: g1;ee 1n a brief tom information on the progress acllieved 1~ 
~ " . ' . .. . . . . 

aeooxde:nce with qevelopmant prosra.mmes in Greenland~ . ' ' . . ' 
' ~ • ' 11 • • • • 

'rh~ currency o~ G.reenland . is +Jie D~ish k:ronet-. . . . . . .. . . ~ 

'?his·.~ ie also subm1 tted to tbe S:peo,18.l Comm! tteo on Information 
trallSmitted under Article 73 e of tho Charter., PBEmIAN1> 
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GREENLA!ID 

A. Admi11iatrative methods 

l, In Novembor 1948, the Danish Government appoint(3d a Commission to make 

an overall study of conditions in the Te:tT1tory and to submit recommendations, 
,,. ~ . ' 

including proposals for reorcan~zation of the serv1.ce in all cases where that 

seemed necessaryc The Commission wns·r.omprised 'of repreaentat:tves from the 

Greenlanders, from the DEmish i .. :.. rJ.:;amont, and from the Dan'l:ah :Civil Service, 

including the Administrator of 'a.ret~nlo1~d. It made a comprehensive report in 

March 1950. Various proposals ho.ve aJ.ready been put into effect, 

~ B. :B'inance 
........ l2 I 1 . . . . . . ' . ~,· 

2. The Commission studit;d tl1e public finance st.ruoture of the Territory 

and made recommendations f'or major cho.r1BeS. It was recognized that a tranai tion 

to an income tax system waa not feasible as the mo11eto,ry econom;y had not yet 

developed to ar.. extent where it had replaced tho eyatom of :paymGnt· in ldnd, which 

still prevails. However,:it was proposed to provtde revenuee·through customs 

and excise taxes and not to rely on the sales tax 01· the ttadministre.tion~' tax. 

The items chosen for the levy of the excise ta.x'are: coffee~ 'tea, tobacco, beer 

and other spirits, suca.r and'· candy.·· These were selected w1 th the view to 

imposing taxation on that portion ot the population beat ablo to bear it. 

3. While territori~l revenue will increase under the new system of 

taxation, the plan for general development looks to the metropolitan Government 

to provide the necessary funds for a rather progressive proere.mme. Some of the 

financial aspects of the plan al'e given below: 

~ducationa~ y~oJec~~: 
New school buildings, and reconstruction of old 
buildings, housing :for students and teachors 

Adult education 

Radio station and facilities 

Additional contribution for teachers' salaries, 
and depreciation, maintenance, and other expenses 
of new construction 

Depreciation on buildings for adult education and 
radio facilities; snlaries for adult education end 
radio service ~eraormel 

Films and library services 

The Churc~ ' 1 
•' I 

Total 

Kr. -
6.,019,000 

835,000 
1,115,000 

1,022,000 

347,000 

98,000 

-· .?2,tOOQ 
9,461,000 

lP:lbli.g 



!Jemnark: Greenland 

PubltC he~lth Er9Jee~~: 
llew hospi ta.la 1 dental o11nic, a:nd tuberculosis 

sanite.rium · 

Quarters for medical st'8.ff 
Motor launohee for medical staff, and special X·Ray ship 

Total 

/r.. 
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Kr. -
13,757,000 
1,940,000 

Boq_,ooo 
-ib',I;.97 ,coo 

Construction 
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I. .. .. 

. . 

A. r.!iP sµp:211 .serv10, . . -: . . . .. r .. . . ~ . • .. 
' • " , . ,, ' .. • f •• • • 

Purchase of mobile crane, tractors, trailers otc. fox 

. De11mo.rk: Gre~3.1land 

i~ ... '• -·· '' 
II ~ • • 

' . 
. the :Royal Greenland Tradins Compu.ny' a plent :tn 

· : Copenhagen ·· . ·: ., ·· · · ·· 'v, · .. 380,000 

Erectio~ ·of new ·shops, .exponaiori'·an~ modi:lrrtiz:triG··Of 
older ahoproome · 

Purchase of 2 motor vessels 
Construct.ion of 2 ma!.n ha.1..-~,ou ~"s 

Extension of the harbour in Juliar..ehae.b distr1ct 

:e. l'iehapie_! 
Purchase of a cutter for marine biol.ogi~al l'(JSea~ch 

• I 

1,880,000 

1.,500,000 

10.,530,000 

-1,.QQ.Q z qpR. 
17,290,000 

700,000 

Loan for purchasa of fishing boa.tu, 10 to 15 tono 1,500,000 
Purchase of a school ~hip 300,000 
Loans to private trade e..nd indl.\S~ activities (eatimc.tedl.?.,P9.Q ,.99.9. 

C., She~;2:fat?1..E.a 

Tre.ot-ora, ploushs I and a refrigerated ship 

Buildinss for a naw agrioultu:re service atation, 
including residences 

Wool~combinS ma.chine for rental 

Total 

4.,500,000 

60,000 

300,000 

I l I 5,,oop 
365,000 

7 . b l F •• 
t • Jt f 11 I .... 

22,155,000 

/II. Wopk
1
i!!5 
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. 'Demark: Greenland 

. 
. ' . 

II. .1tor£~$~!1?,CP.e!:,a~! 
A. . Th~ E.JUEP..l:_ftt .a~lJ'iC~ .. 

Deproci1:t·'bion, '1ntei~est, maintenance 
!;nd, ctp;a:~:£Ee~.sa!3 • .9PL.. __ . __ _ 
New. :lnatallat:tona at the Royal Greenland Trading 

Company~ s plant in Copenhagen 

Sho.'P build inga 

. 2 motor vessels 

2 main harbours 

Harbour extension in Juli~ebaab district 

B, Fisheries _......,,. ... .. 
De.preciation, interest, ~~ntenance 

. and ot_h~r. eXl,?2P, .. Se a on.:. ; ' .. au I -

:cutter for marine bioloaical research 
.. 

Subsidies for purchasins biGBer fishing boats 
' 

Fishing courses ·in Godtliaab 
, . 

c. ~pe~E·rarm1as 
Depreciation, interest, maintenance and other expenses 
o~ t~ctors, ploughs, end refrigerated ah~~ 

l.ast3~atant agriculture Qff!eer and ;i. assistant 
horticulture officer 

., ' . . .. 

emplo~ent of a consultant in aheep•fe.rming and 
horticulture in the Gi"eenland Deportment 

Total ... 
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Kr, -
48,ooo 

119,000 

550.,000 

.900,000 

,2:?J,OpO 
1';867,000 

100,.000 

50,000 
· 10,000 _.....,.........__ 

160,000 

17,000 

30,000 

.. 3 OOO 
b .I I II 

5~1 000 

................. . -. ,,, ... -2,arr .,oao 
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Denmark: Greenland .. 

4, The most important devel()pment in the 'l1erritory is the change in the 

occupational trade of the oo:rmn.un1iy from a hunting to a fishing economy. This ~s 

having far-reaching effects on the lives of the people. The dispersed settlements 
which were natural and expedient in relation to hunting are giving way to a 

concentration in larger SE)ttlementa where there is a good harbour with sufficient 
quay space for fishing boats end larger vessels, well-equipped repair shops, 
facilities for the purchase of goods, and facilities for the sale of the fish and 

its preparation for export. The areas where population growth is taking place 
are characterized by these requirements of a fishing comnru.nity. 

5. This population movement and change began spontaneously soIUe years ago. 
The Government has been encouraging, rather than pushing it. The Commission, . 
recognizing the im:portance of this movement of population, has recommended the use 
of educational methods to convert those Greenleriders who have not yet seen the 
advantages to be derived from concentration in the larger rather than the small 
scattered settlements. However, it is also realized that the re-schooling of a 
population of hunters into a l)Opulation of fishermen must of' necessity take some 

time. 
6,. Government. The Commission has proposed the establishment of a Central 

I ---

Administration in the Territory, with the replacement of the Provincial Governors 
by a single official with supreme authority to be hnown as the Territorial 

Governor. He would be provided with expert aaaistanta in various fields • . 
7. The District Councils would be abolished, the two Provincial Councils 

would be merged into one, and the Municipal Councils would be enlarged. 

8, Public ... ee~l~. The public health programme reconnnended by the Coxnm:Lssio 
envisages the erection of a number of new hospitaJ.s and the reconstruction of the 

old ones. J.. special nursing home for certain ty:pea of tubel"culosis is to be 

established at all the medical stations, and a central tuberculosis sanitarlum 
is to be constructed. A specialist will be in charge of the sanitarium, and he 

will have the benefit of a fully equipped eero-bacteriological laboratory which 
lrill work in close coll1a.boration with the Serum Inati tute in Copenhagen. 

9. In 1949, a sp,eoial campaign against tuberculosis was launched with the 
help of. the Danish Red Cross, which provided eight nurses for the summer crusade. 
All persona under twenty years of age (101000) were examined, and all who showed 
a negative reaction { 2,500) were vaccinated. 

, The judicial 
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J.O. 'fhe. ~~dici_!l a;ts_t~•, 'Th~ 6.rra:ngem.eri.t 'under wlrl.ch +-'le judge end the 

proaeautor were one and the samo pei-son, the absence of any distinction 
bet,weell the e:J:eouti ve and Judicial :power, end the different treatment of Danes 

axid G:.r:·eorJ.anders under the law I ware a source of great dissatiai'action in the 

Ter:"itory. The Comr.a:1aa1on·maaa specific recollllOOndetiona to correct each of 

these lfl''oblema. Futu1•e adminiatrat:1.on' will ·be ·the ea.me for Greenla:nders or 

Danea. 'J.1he system of courts will be :rieorganizod 't-rith adoquate provision for 

o.p~alo continuing as high as to tlle Supreme Court in Couanl1agen, Counoel will 
t,e provided for tbose accused of crime, The ;Judic:tal and execut:tve :power will 

be separated. 

11. r;~u.9.~~1on. The fundamental change in educational :policy ,rhich has boon 

recommended by the Commiaeion is the complete separation of schools from the 

Church, both in respect of personnel aril plan.t. Management of the school system 
~.s t.o be :placed under a. School :eoa1'd corn.p:riaed of the Governor., the Dean and 

the Director of Schools. Trained inspeetora w:tll supervise the elementary 

. schools. At each school the population w:l.ll elect a rep:res0nta:bive to discuss 

school matters ,,ith the Municipal Council., and the school committee, and. the 

authol.'1 ties. 

12. A Da._!\.ieh lanauase secondary aehool will be established. The' 2 .. year 
hiah school at God thaab will be extended into a. 4-year course. Tlla seminary 

2·yea.r courses will be extended to 3 years, with the 1--eg:uirern.ent of 4 yeara of 

high school for admission, so that teaoher.trainins will take seven years 

inat,ead of aix. Evening schools for adults are to be conductee. at all ot the 

large settlements. Kindersarten schools, ~of which the~ is only. one, are to be 

extended to other settlements. 

13.. The proposed pedagoeical organization of schools is as follows: at all. 

aettlem0nts there will be 7· .. year elementary schools. At aome settlements, ·bhere 

will be so .. :caJ.led 11A" end nBtt eleme11tary schools, The special ~haraoteristic 

of these is that ·after the.first two years the "A". school students will complete 
the rernE.t:lnina five yea11 e ·with ·inatructi'on in the Greenland. lancuage only, while 
for the same period of years the ":B" school students ,rill complete their 

schoolins ·w:L th restl9iction in the :Oa11:'.sh language. Next, three 2-yee.r post-

. -pl:'imary schools are provided for; then, ·'.Pl"ovlsion ia made for o. domestic science 

school :!.nto ·which students may go ·rrom the · elementllry or the :post-prlmary schools, 

/There :La to 
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There ie to ba 011~ · ~-year oatech:1:st' s school ~d one 4-year h!gh. school, Thora . ' , 
is also to be one 3•year seminary, o?,le 4 •year teohr~i cal e"°eJµng school, ancl ono 

l-year 'technical cay scho9l. ., . . . -· 

~G~!)!l2-Ji!J~ I • . • • ; : I 

14. §_l}_eq~':'!a.rm1.ns.. Due :to . ,extreme :wix;te:r cc~d i tions- ~n 1949 1 ha!~ Qf the 

ahoep stock peri.ehed. T}?.e loss w~~ qons:tde1.,eo, :Yf)'r3 .sev~re. becaua~ the flocka 

had been •increased to about 22 1000. head •.. 'I'? "a.id, the g.i~tre.saed,, farm.era, the 

Govel"nl1lent ~old .he:-1 at qost price. in Copenhagen, not add:l:ng ah~pplng charaea, 

· n.nd ,granted. them inte11eet•:free loana to avoid ft1rther reduction of the otocks . . . 

by aal~a of animals to provide cash for expanses. 
15. ~ Tho Commission has recollll4elldecl tllo p~a,..iction Qf' winter foq.der, the - . 

atabtlization of sheep•f'arming, the l'eorc~an:J.zation o:f'· tho Governmo:n.t 

Sheepbreedine Station .to enable 1 t to ,indertlike educational Woo:'k among the · . 
:t"a:rnie:es -and research, end the e~tabl1$hnont of a farm ,ma.chi;nery pool. 

l~.. ~l,ap~:t'.t~~.· · Cod :f':lohiDG· :ta i"J~ most ,.mportgnt J.ine of tllo ·trade, ~ut 

1 t . .ia J."ecognized that complete i,>ltanee aho1.1ld not ibe placetl on th:1.e .. alone, as 

with.a~ollcil'lgo of'·cli:matio conditions t~ cod might· ~gQ.in :retira from tho coastal 
l-Tuters, Accordingly, the Commiae1on hn.o :pl'Ql')OSed the promotion of fishe11i.es 

othea" than cod f that ·f:tshemen mainta!n the practice of' llav:1.113 a secondary trade; 

that larger boats be provided for the trade; and theit ,res~arch be tu:;d~rtaken to 

obtain advance warning of ch~s<:>s, Train.'lng ~n the use of .a. outt0r with full 

technical equipment and mod~l"Il f:f:ahi:og tackl~. w:f.ll be ·provit1ed by the · 

acquisition of such a vessel, and the inc,lusion of a spec~~ courao for 
. fishermetl!ixl the· sohool at Go.dthaab, ··'In.-tl1e meQn,time, du1;9ln5 tha .:vrh\.ter .. of 

1949 a number of Greenlandera attended the five-month course in Eabjurg., 3?enma.1'k, 

at the .. :B'ialier.r High School. 

· , l'"i• Three private Danish fishing companies are operating in Greeple.nd 

waters, and. two of them are .manufacturing fish produo.ts in the ,Territory.,- The 

Gove·rnme:n·h ··he;-e·: arrarlged to ecl'•operate ui th· one company by deli verins cod fillets 

mid .sflrimpa. Profits ·will be aha.red with the .GovermnF)nt. 

~UJ.trl' 
18. ·coal.·· ·The ·a.nnuo.l production of ·coal is about 7 ,900 tons •. Duo to ........... 

· · extreme,ly. unfavourable shipping condit~ons from the ·coal f~old, it .has not ,be1:Jn 

· possible to 1nor<3aaa output. The Oomm:tas:J.on has .re~Olnml;)nde~ the ~miwrtation of 

/coal rather 
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coal rather than fu~ther production under an increasing deficit operation of 
the fiold. In 1949, the t~rritory u~ed 3,350 tons of imported coal as compared 

With 1,859 tons in 191i5. 

19. Cp;rpl:~· This mineral is found only in Greenland• It is mined by a 
• company in which the Gov·ernment owns half of. the stock. It is uaed :Lh the 

aluminium and enamel industries. ShipEents are made to Denmark and to the 

United States. Income from cr.voLite provides a large part of the cost of 

cultural work in the territory. 

20. Fpw_er ;er9.dpc~.iqn. In 191.~9, povrer plants and fuel oil d:tstribut:lon 

tfll'\ks were constructed at four of the leading aettlemonta. Dur:t:ng the ou.mmer 

of 19501 power plants are to be built at three more settlements. It is ulso 
planned to erect a large central fuel oil tank plant capable of holding a 

supply from a trans ... Atlantic tanker; from t11e central plant the fuel oil woitld 

be distributed in email vessels to the coastal setiileruenta. The tank pl~...nt 

would be built by the Gove1"l'lllWnt, but the intention is to lease it to a 

leading Danish -0il company, sttbJect to Government price controlo 

21. gf:l,~i~g t'n~~?::V:• The ehr.txnp canning :factcl":f operated 25 days and 
produced ,Jr..J.y 38,362 tins of 90 grammes each, due to "ihe severe winter cor.i.ditions1 

aa compared with 110,198 tins in the year ending March 1?49. A new shrimp canner,y 

is w1d3r cor.struction at Nc.rssaq, and e.nother ia contemplated at D:tslco Bay 

where marino-biologioa.l rosearch has indicated the exister.ce oi' a very r1.ch 

shrimp benk. 

~rapsn9~.~~ Comp1.,E!lications 
22. The Commission was dissatisfied with existing transport o:ml 

communica'lions fo.cili ties and recommended a complete reorgen~.zation. It is 

proposed to build two largo ports, one forNortl1 and the other for South 

Greenland. Ocean-soi:ng shipc would ca.ll at these porbfi'. Tra.ns ... ah:tprr.ent would. 

be made by the smaller vessels belonging to w.1d opera.ted by tl1e Government 

Trading Company. One of the objectives of the new plan is to avoid the use of 

women and children aa dockers. 

. ....... 




