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AGENDA ITEM 12 

Report of the Economic and Social Council (chap· 
ters IV and V) (A/2686, AfC.3/573, AjC.3/ 
L.432, A/C.3jL.4.'l3 and Add.l and 2, A/C.3/ 
L.434, A/C.3jL.435, AjC.3/L.436, A/C.3/ 
L.437) (continued) 

GENERAL DEBATE {cont-inued) 

I. Mrs. HARMAN (Israel) thought that the work 
of the Economic and Social Council, its subsidiary or­
gans and the soecialized agencies had enabled Govern­
ments and peoPles to determine their needs, to establish 
priorities and to initiate measures to meet those needs. 
On the basis of a relatively small investment. appre­
ci6.hle resu1ts had alreadY bee-n obtained and the 
enthusla_::;m shown in combating JXiVerty and disease 
showed that passivity and fatalism, which had for .so 
long hampered progress, had been overcome, Count~1es 
were also becoming more and more aware that techm.cal 
assistance, however important, had to be accompanted 
by an organized and continuing effort on the part of 
Governments and communities, relying on their own 
resources and abilities. 
2. Her delegation thought that concentration Qn com 4 

munity development projects in conformity with Eco~ 
nomic and Social Councii resolution 496 (XVI), \Vas 
the best method of implementing the principle of self· 
help. That method laid a great re,ponsibility on local 
communities and permitted full expresswn to people 
wherever they lived; it "\Vas calculated to stimulate 
latent energies, encourage 1nitiative, develop civic spirit 
and awaken in individuals a consciousness of their own 
dignity. 
3. The training of local personnel and development oi 
local leadership skills was of great importance. Training 
programmes had played an important part in the social 
work of the United Nations, Technical assistanee in 
aH its forms had been very effective in that connexion. 
Fellowships had enabled many people holding key posts 
in their respective countries to travel abroad and study 
new methods which could be adapted for use in their 
own countries. Adaptation of the newly acquired knowl­
edge tn th(; different environment, customs, traditions 
and educational levels prevailing at home frequently 
presented difficulties. For that reason, her delegation 
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would stress the importance which it attached to the 
provision of local training opportunities, Such training 
was particularly desirable in rural areas, where condi­
tions of life were still relative1y primitive and where 
the possibility of providing effective aid was closely 
linked with the understanding of local characteristics. 
V,ru;ideration might be given to tbe establishment of 
a new type of fellowship, in addition to those already 
available, particularly in the social field, which :would 
make it possible for the work to be taken up m the 
home countrv instead of abroad ; such fellowships would 
be granted on the same terms as existing fellowships. 
In such cases, Resident Representatives and foreign 
experts visiting the countries could do good work as 
advisers. In many under-developed countries, progress 
had been so rapid that persons working in one field 
could not always keep abreast of developo1ents in 
others; as there \'vas often a close connexion between 
different fields of action .. advance made in one might 
affect another1 making it necessary to re-evaluate a~­
tivities, concepts and goals. That was why in certam 
situations it would probably be to the advantage of 
countries to increase understanding of forces operating 
at home rather than to observe methods of work in 
totally different circumstances. There was no need to 
emphasize the interdependence of economic and social 
factors. Team-work was essential to ensure that over­
specialization did not become an obstade to harmonious 
cn-Dper.1tion in various fields of social progress. 
HDklers of feilowships working in their own countries 
could keep alJreast of the developments in fields related 
to their own. The reports which they would prepare 
and transmit to the United Nations would represent 
an invaluable contribution to increasing understanding 
of the social changes taking place in various part; of 
the world. 
4. Referring to chapter IV of a note by the Secre· 
tary-General (E/2598), dated 13 May 1954, she noted 
that the Secretary·Gcneral was proposing to abolish 
certain publications on social subjects. \\'bile she fuHy 
understood the desire to reduce the volume o£ docu­
mentatl()n and to improve its quality, she felt that it 
might be useful to point out that the United Nations 
Secretariat 'was the most important social research 
institute in the wodd. She reca11ed the considerable 
n-.tm;)er of economic ancl soda~ project$ undertaken by 
the Organization and the specialized agencies. The 
scope of those projects varied, but as a whole they 
were aH characterized by their practical value and their 
import:mcc to the international community. Duplication 
of documentation should of course be avoided, but the 
Secretariat was in a unique position with regard to 
research and the fullest use should be made of it. If 
certain research work were entrusted to univer:;itieB 
and other outside institutions, as the Secretary-General 
proposed, excellent results might be obtained and money 
might be saved; but such work should not be given, 
for~ the most part1 to the better endowed universities 
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in wealthier countries; universities oi all r egions should 
be invited to participate. If the restarch and publica­
tions o[ the United Nations were :o have their full 
value, they should inspire confidence th roughout the 
world. 

5. She associated herself with the tributes which ha<l 
been paid to the U nited Nations Children's F und, 
whose work continued to protect the :1ealth and wel fare 
of millions of children. The initial .;timulus given by 
UNICEF in the form of supplies an:l services had set 
in motion a chain of r eaction resulting in many per­
manent programmes for the benefit olf the total popu­
lation of a country. As a member of the Programme 
Committee of UNICEF, she had that year visited five 
countries of Central America and se·!n for herself the 
extension of social services in those c )Untries. Like the 
representative of Belgium, she thought it appropriate to 
d raw attention to the efforts made by beneficiary coun­
tries which, since the establishment of the Fund and 
up to 1953, had provided matd1ing <'Ontribution~ to a 
value of $294 mill ion, that is, 157 per cent of the total 
amount of UNICEF aid during that (•eriod (E /ICEF / 
L.594, para. 10) . Most of the request! submitted to the 
Executive Board at its recent session had referred to 
the development of ex isting prograrr mes, particularly 
in connexion with maternal and chil:l welfare, which 
clearly showed the importance attad1( d by those coun­
tries to such programmes and their intention of con­
tinuing them. It was encouraging to note that the co­
ordinating committees in various cot ntries concerned 
with technical assistance questions wer~ including UNI­
CEF in their over-a!! considerations. As all countries 
were endeavouring to prepare long-t ~rm programmes 
in all fields, the decision of UNICEF to plan its pro­
grammes on a three to five-year basis was particularly 
welcome. 

6. The importance her delegation attached to the 
t raining of personnel of all categoric~ made it partic­
ularly appreciativr of the decis ion ·)f U NI CEF to 
participate in the costs of training loc<.l personnel. She 
was glad to have tl1e opportunity of paying a t ribute 
to the ExeCll ti\'e Director of UNICE F . his staff, and 
the staff of the specialized agencies. s~ e hoped that the 
idea of instituting a W orld C hildren'; Day would be 
taken up. 

7. Turning to the question of the s:atus of women, 
she suggested that it was important 1hat in countries 
still in the process of development, th~ recognition of 
equality of rights for men and women should go h<md 
in hand with economic and social p10gress. If their 
equality with men was recognized <n d their special 
needs as wi,res and mothers were tak~n into account, 
women could take their place with distinction in all 
spherrs of action. A large number cf countries had 
al ready signed and ratified the Convention on the Politi­
cal Rights of W omen (General Asstmbly resolution 
640 (VII), annex), hut her dele~tioo would not be 
sath;fi cd unti l all countries had a<:ce::led to it. The 
exercise of the right to vote, which '"aS fundamental 
and unconditional , was a powerful instrument for the 
development of underst:t nding and a sense of respon­
sibili ty. A Government freely elected by both men and 
women would naturally seek. in the :ntcrests of de­
mocracy, to ('Ombat i lliter<~cy, pover1y, hunger and 
disease. H er delegation con~ratulated 1 he Commission 
on the Status of Women on its work ar.d paid a tribute 
to \f.iss Dernarrlino, whose nntlagging and admirable 

zeal had be·~n a constant source of inspira tion to the 
members of the Commission. 
8. The delegation o f Israel would s tate its views on 
the draft resolut ions before the Committee when they 
came up for discussion. 
9. Mrs. CH A M ORRO ALAMAN (Argentina) 
pointed out that the impor tance of the social questions 
with which the E conomic and Social Co11ncil and its 
commissions had to deal made evident the heavy re­
sponsibility which lay with them an d the realism which 
they had t o t!xhibit in the settlement o f those questions. 
All countrie.> should uni te in an effort to solve those 
problems so tha t the Un ited Nations might have a 
solid foundation upon which to build peace. H er country 
attached pan:icular importance to social problems, and 
os General P eron had said, the only privi leged persons 
in Argentina were the children. Her delegation had fol­
lo wed the adivities of UNICEF w ith great interest, 
and she wisj ed to associate herself with the tributes 
wh ich had already been paid to that body. Although 
Argentina bad received no aid from UNICEF, she 
had noted with satisfaction the increased attention 
which the Children's Fund was devoting to the prob­
lems of Latin America. Its alloca t ions for that region 
in 1953 had risen to over $2 million and would prob­
ably exceed ~;3 million in 1954. The maternal and child 
welfare. programmes were particularly satisfactory, and 
Argentma was glad to see that t here was a s teady 
increase in the sums alloca ted for them. She also wel­
comed the developm ent of the pasteurization and 
dried-milk pr.:>grammes in Latin America and the estab­
lishment of milk-conservation plants in Chile and 
Nicaragua. 
10. Commenting on international narcotics control, 
and in partkular the c1uestion of coca-leaf chewing 
which was o f special concern to Argentina, 13olivia, 
Colombia and P eru, she said that the countries con­
cer ned recognized the harmful effects of coca-leaf 
chewing, wh ich was a form of rlrug addiction. T he 
Argentine R£·puLlic did not produce coca leaves but 
imported then from 13olivia and Peru for the I ndians 
in the north-cast of the country. In that area coca-leaf 
chewing was .an age-{Jld habi t a ttributable to the nutri­
tional deficiencies from which the poverty-st ricken 
Indian popula tion had suffered. I n order to do away 
with the harmful practice, the Argentine Government 
hnd taken steps to control the importation and con­
sumption of C•Jca leaves and had attempted to improve 
t~e economic :1nd social condi tions in that area. A spe­
cral C'Ommrt1'ce hac! been set up by a resolution of the 
J\[ inistry of fl eatth in which it recognized the harmful 
~ffects of the habit ~n lhc health of the popula tion and 
mstructed the ('OI11mJttee to study the effects of coca-leaf 
chewing, make propos.,]~ for the reform of cxistina 
legislation with a view to the gradual eli mim1tion of 
the habit, and determine the annual quantitites to be 
imported, and their a llocation among the importer!>. 
As a rcst1lt o: the res t rictive policy adopted, imports 
had fallen from 500,000 kilogrammes in 1951 to 200.CXXl 
in 1953. T he full significance of the reduction would he 
realized if it •\·as borne in mind that the population 
of uorih -eastern Argentina had increased during the 
pnst ten years as a result of the immigration of Bolivian 
work<.'rs who were also coca-leaf che\-vers. 
11. With regard to the problem of statelessness, she 
emphasized the generosity of Argentine legislation 
towards stfl tel,~ss persons. The national Co11stitut inn 
guarantee-d al iens the enjoyment of an the civil rights 
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granted to Argentine nationals. Unless he made an 
express declaration to the contrary, an aHen acquired 
Argentine nationality after five years' continuous resi­
dence in the country. If they so requested, aliens could 
become naturalized citizens after two years. All those 
measures were an effective contribution to the elimi­
nation of statelessness. The c<mstitutional principle had 
been reaffirmed by the new :egis1ation on nationality, 
citizenship and naturalization recently enacted by the 
Argentine National Congress to provide aliens res!dent 
in Argentina with easy access to citizenship an~t the 
benefits of citizenship. 
12. She wished to associate herself with the tributes 
which had been paid to the Commission on the Status 
of "Vomen for the work it had done to ensure that 
women enjoyed the rights which tbe Charter of the 
United Nations had sought to confer upon them. She 
sympathized with the CommissiQn's desire that the 
Convention on the Political Rights of Women should 
he speedily signed and ratified by all States so that 
women throughout the world could enjoy the advan­
tages conferred upon them by the C.{)nvention, which 
Argentina had ratified some time previously. Argen­
tine women enjoyed equal political rights with men and 
their active participation in political life was encouraged 
by the State in all possible ways. 
13. The principles embodied in the draft convention 
on the nationality of married women (Economic and 
Social Council resolution 547 C (XVIII)) were fully 
in accordance w·ith those contained in Argentine legis­
lation. Her delegation believed that the Commission on 
the Status of Women should in future pay particular 
attention to the participation of women in economic life. 
Argentina could place its experience in that field at the 
Commissionts disposal; during the past ten years the 
participation of Argentine women in economic life had 
been given special attention by the competent national 
authorities, whose policies were at all times guided by 
the principles of social justice which governed the 
conntrv's economic and social life. Her delegation had 
read with great interest paragraphs 819 to 821 in the 
report of the Economic and Social Council ( A/2686) ,1 
dealing '"~.:ith educational opportunities for women. Her 
tielega.tion had already had occaskm to reier to the 
1mportance which it attached to the Commission's wor:<: 
in that connexion; education was one of the most 
important factors in ensuring that women enjoyed their 
rightiul place in the world. Her deleg-ation joined with 
the Commission on the Status of Women in hoping 
that, in conformity with Article 8 of the United Nations 
Charter, wmnen would be able to participate to an ever 
increasing degree in the work of the United Nations 
and the specialized agendes. 
14. Mr. ME:-<ESES PALLARES (Ecuador) viewed 
with satisfaction the excellent work that had been done 
by UNICEF. He was glad to note the increase in the 
number of beneficiary countries, the judicious use made 
of available iunds, and the General Assembly's decision 
(resolution 802 (VIII)) to make the Fund a permanent 
institution. As a member of the }:Xecutive Board and 
the Programme Committee of UNICEF his delegation 
had watched the work of UNICEF develop from the 
time wllen its assistance had been gjven mainly to war­
devastated areas to the present when its f1eld of opera­
tions extended to practically all the children of the 
world. Unfortunately, in some parts of the world, par-

1 Ojjif'ial Records of the General Assembly~ Ninth Session. 
Supplement No. 3. 

ticularly in Latin America, the plight of children was 
almost as tragic as in the worst war-devastated coun­
tries. For that reason the assistance given by Ul\ICEF 
to t·wcnty-scven L.,1.tin American countdes, and in par­
ticnlat Ecuador, had been especially appreciated. The 
Fund had been most generous in its aid to couatrie.s 
which had been struck by disaster, including Haiti, 
Costa Rica1 Panama ancl Ecuador. His delegation at­
tached the greatest importance to the new UNICEF 
maternal and child welfare programme. He etn~hasized 
that in various countries, services established \Vith the 
help oi UNICEF had been continued thanks to the 
efforts of the Governments concerned; that would 
make it possible to maintain the various national pro­
grammes without interruption when UNICEF aid 
ended. It was vitally important to go on with the 
work which had been started, especially in the under­
developed countries. He paid a tribute to the Execu­
tive Director of the Fund and to his colleagues and 
again thanked UNICEF for the aid it had given his 
country. 
15. He congratulated the O)mmission on Narcotic 
Drugs on its work. His delegation wa.s in favour of 
establishing a t?nited N adons narcotics laboratory and 
would support the joint draft resolution to that effect 
submitted by France, Turkey and the United Kingdom 
( A/C.3/L432). 

16. Turning to chapter V of the report of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council (A/2686), which dealt with 
human rights, he said that his delegation reaffirmed its 
support of the principle of the right of self-determina­
tion, which it considered to be the keystone of the 
whole structure of human freedoms. At the 498th 
plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 22 No­
vember 1954, Mr. Trujillo, the head of the Ecuadorian 
delegation, had stated, with regard to the Inter-Amer­
ican Conference of :Ministers of Finance or Economy, 
that the organization oi the American continent had 
not been accomplished overnight but was the result of 
an arduous historical, social and cultural process which 
had begun when the American nations had resolved 
to throw off the colonial yoke and win the right of 
seli-determination, political independence and sover­
eignty over their territories and their material and 
spiritual 1·esources .. in other words, the right to be t!-J.e 
masters o£ their fate. The Commission on Human 
Rights had completed the preparation of the draft 
covenants (E/2573, annex I). It was now important to 
ensure that human rights and fundamental freedoms 
-..vere respected throughout the world. Unfortunately, 
many years would elapse before the covenants cnuld be 
fully applied in every country but the United Nations 
should not slacken its efforts to that end. The Charter 
laid legal obligations on the Organization in that respect 
and his delegation did not feel that the United Nations 
had in the past done all it could and should do to assist 
the international community in that direction. 

17. The Commission on Human Rights should now 
concentrate its efforts on problems cormected with the 
affirmation oi the right of self-determination, a vital 
task which had been entrusted to it bv the General 
Assembly. It should also pay due attenti~n to the work 
of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina­
tion and Protection of 1-iinorltiesJ which had accom­
plished much despite many difficulties and the com­
plexity of its task The elimination of discrimination 
was a sint: qua 1ton of the universal exercise of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. The protection of 
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et hnic, religious and li nguistic minorities was an equally 
important problem which closely affected the funda­
mental question of human rights as ,,v. ~ll as international 
peace and security. vVith respect t•) minorities, two 
types of measures should be en visa ; ed ; measures to 
eliminate discrimination and measure~ to enable minori­
ties to preserve their characteristics and traditions, if 
they so desired, without prejudice, naturally, to the 
cultural and linguistic uni ty of the State in which they 
lived or to the loyalty which tht.:y oVJed to that State. 
T hose were the far-reaching problens the S ub-Com­
mission had to tackle. 
18. His delegation was gratified tl: at the Economic 
ancl Social Council had adopted a resolution at its 
eigh teenth ses ~ ion to convene a co 1ference of non­
governmental organizations interested in the eradica­
tion of prejudice nnd discrimination ( resolution 546 
(XVIII ) ). The organizations concerned would he 
able to exchange views on the best mt ans of combating 
discrimination, co-ordinate their effor1s in the fidel ami 
consider the possibility of organizing common pro­
grammes. The importance of the couference was ob­
vious and his delegation thought it ap·)ropriate to point 
out that it would be the first time that usc had been 
made of the powerflll influence of the llOn-governmental 
organizations in one of the most irr.portant fields of 
U nited Nations activity, which was directly related to 
respect fo r httman rights and fundam•:ntal freedoms . 

19. M r . !viA TTHEW (India ) thought that, while the 
E conomic and Social Cou ncil had made progress in 
many spheres, some of its decisions had been regret· 
table. In accordance with General A s.s•:mbly resolutions 
637 C (VII ) and 738 (VIII), the Commission on H tl­
man Rights had prepared two draft resolutions t:on­
<:erninrr intematioual respect for the right of peoples 
and nations to seH-d etermination and had recommended 
the Council to transmit those rcsolutons to tht> Gen­
eral Assembly (E/ 2573, para. 335) . The Council had 
decided (Council resolut ion 545 G (X. viii) ) to return 
the recommendations to the Commissi)n, which woulcl 
have the effect of llelaying their adopion for at least 
two or thr ee year s. T he Indian deleg 1tion was of the 
opinion that the Council should have transmitted the 
draft resolutions to the General Assemuly, which had 
expressed its concern on several occa: ions a t the slow 
pro<Tress of work on the question of sdf-rlctermination. 
As \ad occurred at its sixth sessior, the Assembly 
mig-ht find itself compelled to consider the suu~tance of 
the question without awaiting the comments ot its sub­
sidiary organs; that procedure would probably take up 
a areat deal of its time and it was th ~refore a matter 
fo; regret that the E conomic and So< ial Council had 
not officially referred to it the p roposals drafted by the 
Commission on Human Rights. 
20. The Commission on Narcotic D rug-s had success­
fully carried out the work assigned to lt, except where 
the drafting of the single convention was concerned. 
Such an imtr ument was vitally needed and it was to be 
hoped that the Commission would complete its prep­
aration during its next session. Like the ma jority of 
memucrs of the Commission on Narcotic D rngs and 
the E (:onomic and Social Council, the bdian delegation 
considered that a United Nations narcotics laboratory 
would be extremely useful. The Secretary-General's 
note ( A/C.3j 573) gave all the necessHy information 
on the practical aspects of the p ropo.;al. It was ap­
parently des irable for the laboratory t<• be situated in 
the same place, and prefera bly in the same building, 

as the Division of Narcotic Drugs; if the latter was 
transferred to Geneva, the laboratory would have to 
be situated there. 
21. India w:shcd to C.'{press its appreciation o f the mag~ 
nificent work being done by the U nited Nations Chil­
dren's Fund, which was a striking ex ample of the 
international economic and social co-operation envis­
aged in Arliclcs 55 and 56 of the United Nations 
Charter. It was assisting 78 countries ami territories, 
the majority of which were not Members Q[ the United 
Nntions. T he mass health campaig-ns undertaken with 
its assistance had providt.:d almost 120 million mothers 
and chil.dren with protection against the most serious 
contagious diseases. O ver 15 million persons had uenc­
fi ted by the feeding programmes carried out thanks to 
the low--cost skim milk made availahlc by the United 
States Government. The Fund had supplied equipment 
for the construction of milk-processin~ plants, the out­
put of wh1ch would permit free distnbution to 4 mil­
lion mothers and children a yenr. With its help, DDT 
factories and penicillin laooratories had been set up in 
India, P akistan, Ceylon. Egypt and Chile; valuable 
assistance had been given to 5,500 maternal and child 
welfare centres. All that had ueen clone with a budget 
of under $20 million, which p roved that substantial 
results could ur achieved with limited resources, if 
they were used wisely and economically. The Indian 
delegation was particularly happy at the election of 
Japan to the Executive l3oard of U NICEF. The Board 
t hus included among its members, who ... ,·ere all on an 
equal footing, three States nou-members of the U nited 
Nation s. General Assembly resolution 802 (VIII) had 
aclded to the responsibili ties of Ul\'ICEF and had made 
its financial urerls more rressing. The posit ion of the 
world's children called for a further expansion of its 
act ivities and the Indian delegation accordingly ap­
pealed to Governments to continue and increase their 
contributions. 
22. I ndia had submitted a draft resolt1 tion on the 
(;:Stablishing of a World Children's D ay (A/C.3/L.4.~6). 
A similar p rnposal had been Sttbmitted by Uru~:,ruay 
( A/C.3jL.43•~) and he hoped that it would be possible 
for the two delegations to agree on a single text. 
23. Miss BI!.RNARDINO (Dominican R epublic) 
said that she attached the highest importance to the 
activities <Jf rhe Economic and Social Council and its 
subsidiary bodies, which were attempting to find posi­
tive solutions to basic hmnan probletTI$, Her own 
country, who:.e economic and social development was 
in full sw ing, was to participate for the first time in 
the work of the Council, to which it would bring its 
full and whol•;-hearted co-operation. 
24. T he wMi . .: of the United Nations Children's Fund 
was of spe<:ial importance, bccau~e it was designed to 
promote the h·~alth and welt-being of m others :wrl chil­
dren ; the help it had given to under-devclopeci coun­
tries would in itself be sufficient justifi cation for the 
exis tence of -c·NICEF, whose work was worthy of the 
highes t pr aise. I ts services to sick and undcr-nourish~d 
chil<lren were of great lnummitarian significance and 
were to a la r:~e extent the key to the huitding o{ a 
healthy and prosperous world. H er Government had 
always co-operated with UNICEF and had made con­
tributions to it totailing some $300,000. T he U nited 
Nations Children's Fund should be called upon to ex­
pand its p rogrammes and to continue its assistance to 
the particularly needy countries of Latin America; 
Governmen ts and private contributors should s imilarly 
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be called upon to continue to give firm support and 
solid financia) backing to the Fund. Her delegn.tion 
also urged members of the Committee to give unani~ 
mous approval to the proposal for the institution of a 
'World Children's Day, on which subject two draft 
resolutions had lJeen submitted, one by Uruguay (A/ 
C.3fL434) and the other by India ( A/C.3/L43G). 
She wished. finally, to congratulate the Kxecutive Di­
rector of UNICEF, 2\'[r. Pate, on his devotion to the 
l1uruanitarian cause to which he was giving such effec­
tive service. 
25. The Commission on the Status of \Vomen was 
one of t:le organs of the Council which had made the 
most successful efforts to carry DUt its task lt had 
draite-cl the Convention on the Political Rights of 
\Vomcn, \vhich had so far been signed by thirry-nine 
countries and ratifted by fifteen. The Convention wa3 
the most outstanding achievement so far in the sphere 
of human rights; at its next session, the Commission 
was also to consider the draft convention on the na­
tionaiitv of married \vomen, It was noteworthv that 
the Coillmission's activities had attracted considerable 
attention from the public and also from Governments, 
which each year included in their programmes the 
main reforms recommended by the Commission; in 
that connexion 1 she wisiled to thank the United Na­
tions Etincational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
and the International Labour Organisation for their 
eo-operation. The Commission's work \Vas srhnulating 
Governments to take p:·actical steps to make the politi~ 
cal equality of women a reality in their countries. 
The Color.ibian Government had jnst introdllced a bill 
with that end in vie\v and the Peruvian Parliament 
was studying a proposal for constitutional refom1. As 
Chairman oi the Commission, she \Vished to emphasize 
that, if the Commission had the esteem and respect of 
public opinion, that was due to the devotion and co­
operative spirit shown hy the representatives partici­
pating in its \Vork and the valuable and untiring help 
oi the United Nations Secretariat. 

26. Mr. KU:'IEZ (Costa Rica) said that his Cov­
ernmem ronsidered that the matters deal: with in 
d1apters IV and V of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council (A/2686) "\vere of particular importance,. 
It regarded freedom as :he prerequisile for the full 
development of the human person; attainment of free­
dom implic1l not only respect for traditional civil and 
political rights, but the maximum satisfaction Df es­
sential needs. That \vas the basis of the concept of the 
cornmon good, which imposed two basic duties upon 
the State-~to develop production in the interest of all 
and tQ guarantee arkqoatc sucia1 security. For that 
reason, his Government \Vas seeking to increase the 
national income and to ensure its equitable distribution. 
\Vith a g-ro;,deg- realization of the social natt<.re of eco­
nomic activity, the desire for gain would give way to 
desire for service and an economy of plenty woutd come 
into being for the benefit of all mankind. 
27. The Economic an(l Sodal Council and its snL­
sid1ary organs already had remar~ahle achievements 
to their crt:dit in promoting the well-being of the people 
of the whole worl<i. His Government was particularly 
grateful to the United Nations Children's Fund. from 
which it had received assistance to the total value of 
over 5370,000 since 1949. As the Ecuadorian repre­
sentative had reminded the Committee, the Fund had 
given help to Costa Rica and Panama in connexion 
with the natura 1 disasters from which those countries 

had recently suffered; he wished to thank the Uru­
guayan delegation and the Third Committee for the 
initiative they had taken in that regard. The technical 
guidance and advice given by UNICEF on the organ­
ization of those operations were as valuaiJle as its 
financial assistance; the representatiYes of UNICEF 
stimulated the community spirit wherever they went 
and thus promoted the cause of true democracy·. which 
was Lased on the dignity Df the hu:nan person. A mis­
sion from the Executive Board had visited several 
under-developed countries in Latin America during the 
current year; it had been particularly welcome in Costa 
Rica. In that connexion, he wished to exp;-ess his 
country's appreciation of the \vork of ~liss Shaffer, 
chief of the UNICEF Area Office for Central America 
and the Caribbean. The procedures suggested in para­
graphs 578 to (fJ9 of the Council's report (A/2686) 
were well adapted to the task to be performed and, 
if followed, would help to remove a number of regret­
table uncertainties. J n that connexion. however, the 
serious problem of financing had to be faced. The 
United ~ations Children's Fund needed a regular 
budget and the possibility might perhaps be considered 
of hdding an annual conference of plenipotentiaries for 
the pledging of contributions. similar to that held for 
technical aFsistance purposes; Governments should re­
gard (Jr\ICEF as a permaucnt institution, in whose 
operations they should all participate in a spirit of uni­
versal solidarity. 

28. Costa Rica had recently been elected a member 
of the Population Commission; .it would do its utmo8't 
to contribute to the work of that orb<an. 

29. Chapter V, section VII, of the Council's report 
dealt with al;egntions regarding infringements of trade­
union rights. It was the duty of States to help workers' 
and employers' organizations to settle djsputes by 
means of conciliation. An atmosphere of true freedom 
was requited for the efficient functioning of that sys­
tem, It sometimes happened that employers or the 
pttblic authorities themselves hampered the action of 
the trade unions. In the former case, it vvas for the 
State effectively to guarantee trade-union freedom by 
tnt:'ans of appropriate legislation; in the latter case, 
when a Government was trying t(J make use of trade 
unions to further its own policies, it was for the Unhcd 
Kations to reaffirm the essential principles of the Char­
ter and of t!Je Convention (No. 87) concerning- Free­
dom of Association and P-rotection of the R-iJ:;ht to 
Organise t~doptcd by the International Labour Organi­
sation at San Francisco ln 1948. In 1950, the G•w­
crning Body of the International Lal::D:tr Office had 
set up a Fact-Finding and Conciliation Commission 
on Freedom of Association, the establishment of which 
had arm::sed gre.:'lt hopes. Unfortunately, the machinery 
provided had one defect : the consent of the Govern­
ment conccmed \Vas required before an inquiry could 
be instituted. If that Government refused its consent. 
it was incumbent upon the ILO to publish a document 
containing the complaint submitted, the reply of the 
Government concerned and any relevant comments, the 
pub!ication of the document heing intended to serve as 
a warning to the parties concerned. It would Le de~ 
sirahle for the fLO to inform the Economk ami Socia'! 
Council whether any inquiries had actually been car­
ried out, whether Governments had refused to authorize 
any of them and whether in that case the proposed 
document had bee!1 published. Any iniringement of 
trade-union rights was in fact derogatory to the dignity 
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o f the human person. The free world had to reaffirm 
the principle of freedom of association and by its 
example and protests enforce respect for it. 
30. T he Costa Rican delegation hoped that the Eco­
nomic and Social Council would cc.ntinue its wor k 
with the same zeal and determination as in the past, 
in the interests of the peoples of the whole world and 
in conformity with the principles defended by the 
United Nations. 
31. Mrs. PRIETO (Cuba) reca\le(~ that her coun­
t ry's term as a member of the Ecor.omic and Social 
Council would expire d uring the current year. It would 
retire from the Council in the knowl~dge that it bad 
made a modest, but sincere, contribu: ion to the work 
of that important United Nations organ. 

32. She wished to pay a tribute to the work of the 
United Nations Children's Fund. She noted with great 
interest the allocation of funds, pnrticularly for ma­
ternal and child welfare, and hoped :hat it would be 
possible to ex tend the programmes of 'JNI CEF, which 
already covered 5,500 centres where mch services had 
previously been inadequate or non-exi;;tent. T he devel­
opment of those activities and the mass health campaign 
could not but make a substantial cont1 ibution to social 
progress, which was one of the esser tial purposes of 
the United Nations. The chief of he:· delegation had 
reaffi rmed the principle that the protection of the health 
of peoples was indispensable to the improvement of 
their living conditions. Cuba was a ccuntry with very 
advanced social legislation, and a high proportion of its 
budget was devoted to services desig:1ed to raise the 
Jiving standard of the population; her delegation was 
therefore prepared to support any mo: ion in favour of 
the United Nations Children's Fund. It was not pos­
sible however for Cuba to make any financial contri­
huti~n to U NICEF , since all its available resources 
were already devoted to measures fc.r maternal and 
child welfare al the national level. 
33. W ith regard to chapter V of the report of the 
Economic a nd Social Council (A/~6) , her country 
had constantly upheld the right of peoples to self­
determinat ion. Her delegation would like once again 
to reaffirm that principle, on the unde:·stancling that it 
also embraced the right of peoples to permanent sov­
ereignty over their natural wealth and resources. 

34. Under the Cuban Constitution, a:1yone p ractising 
discrimination on the grounds of race, sex or religion 
was liable to penalties under the criminal law . Tbe 
Cuban delegation accordingly support:d all measures 
d esigned to combat and eradicate discl'imination in all 
its forms, wherever it might exist. It enjorsed measures 
for the protection of minorities and the defence of the.i r 
legit imate interests, provided that such measures d1d 
not g rant minori ties a privileged positicn liable to cause 
disputes. The Sub-Commission on P r<:vention of Dis­
crimination and Protection of Minorities had done 
excellent work, par ticularly at its sixth session, and had 
deri.ved great benefit f rom the collaboration of the 
specialized agencies. Its future progn.m~e o_f action 
(A/2686, paras. 735 to 737) was ver:' w1de m scope 
and the Secretary-General's assistanct would be ex­
tremely valuable. 

35. Cuba was a member of the Con.mission on the 
Status of Women, which had done n :markable work 
under the chairmanship oi the repre! entative o£ the 
Dominican Republic, as was clear from the draft reso­
lutions which appeared in the report 011 its eighth ses-

sion (E/257l ) 2 and which had been approved by the 
Economic and Social Council at its eighteenth session 
(Council resolution 547 (XVIII )). She would confine 
herself to a few comments on two questions considered 
by the Commission: the status of women in private law 
and the nationality of married women. \¥ith regard 
to the first question, it was essential for the Commission 
on the Statu~: of Women to continue its work :md for 
Governments to reply to the questionnaire circulated 
to them in order to provide the Commission with ac­
curate information on the status of women in all 
countries ; th·~ Commission would certainly attain its 
object in t bac sphere, as it had done in the sphere of 
the political rights of women and in certain matters 
relating to economic opportunities for women. \Vith 
regard to t he second question, the nationality of mar­
ried women, a draft convention had been submitted 
to the Commission on the Status of Women at its 
seventh session and had subsequently been transmitted 
to Govemments for their observations (Economic and 
Social Coundl resolution 504 B (XVI )). As few re­
plies had been received f rom Gm•emments, the Cuban 
delegation had not insisted on maintaining the draft 
and had submitted at the following session n new draft 
conve11tion which had taken into account the various 
suggestions which had been made. That draft had been 
included in Council resolution 547 C (X VIII), and the 
Cuban delegation urged Governments t o submit their 
comments on it as speedily as possible, to enable the 
Commission on the Status of \Vomen to contribute 
to the soluticon of an urgent problem of concern to 
thousands of women throughout the world. 

36. Mr. RODRIGUEZ FABREGAT (Uruguay ) 
wished to draw the Committee's attention to one of 
the most vjtal activities of tbe Economic and Social 
Council, namely, the work of the United Nations Chil­
dren's Fund. As the A rgentine representative had 
pointed out, t1e problems with which the Council had 
to deal should: be faced r ealistically, particularly when 
it was a question of a.id to mothers and children. He 
noted that, according to the table in paragraph 572 of 
the Economic and Social Council's report ( A/2686 )', 
22.3 per cent of the aid prmrided by UNICEF had been 
devoted to maternal and child welfare projects between 
1951 and June 1954. Those projects were on a long­
term basis and it was necessary to bear in mind that 
U N ICEF was no longer merely providing emergency 
aid to countries which had suffered disasters. The 
U nited Nations Children's Fund was now established 
on a permanent basis and, as the Economic and Social 
Council had pointed out in its resolution 543 (XVIII), 
General Assembly resolution 802 (VIII ) had created 
new prospects for promoting U NICEF child welfare 
activi ties, which should increasingly be directed towards 
a lasting solution of the problems affl icting children in 
distress. I n that connexion, it should be noted that a 
solution which was applicable to one country was not 
always applicable to another: problems should therefore 
be tackled froM a different angle in each country, bear­
ing in mind the conditions peculiar to it. Social prog­
ress could not be conceived apart from the fundamental 
principles upon which human society was based. Those 
principles were now the chief concern of mankind; 
they had very frequently inspired manifestations of 
sectarianism, but where children and their suffering 
were involved,, sectarianism should be thrust into the 

2 Official Rec1rds of the EcntWmic and Social Council, 
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background. All efforts should be directed to helping 
undernourished and homeless children, who were ex­
posed to all kinds of danger. Child welfare was an 
essential condition of progress; it was a characteristic 
of true democracy. 
37. He recalled that the Uruguayan delegation had 
placed before the Committee a draft resolution (A/ 
C.3/L434) proposing the institution of a World Chil­
dren's Day. He was happy to note that the Indian 
delegation had also proposed a draft resolution on 
that subject (A/C.3/L436) and was sure that it 
would be possible to reach agreement on the two texts. 
He reserved the right to return to that question later. 
38. He supported the Costa Rican representative's 
suggestion concerning the convening of conferences of 
plenipotentiaries; that would be a wise step, and it 
deserved consideration. 
39. He wished to pay a tribute to the representative 
of the Dominican Republic not only in her capacity as 
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Chairman of the Commission on the Status of Women, 
but also as a militant defender of women's rights, whv 
had been striving for years to obtain recognition and 
respect for those rights in all countries. Although 
women constituted half the world's population. in m-ost 
countries they were unable to make their voice heard 
on questiDns relating to social progress; for that reason, 
the Convention on the Political Rights of 'Nomen, the 
implementation of which would at last enable them to 
express their views, should be carefully examined by 
all C'n:)Vernments. In that connexion~ he pointed out 
that the political rights of women had been confirmed 
by Uruguayan legislation for some years. In Uruguay, 
women had the right to vote and were eligible for 
election; equal pay for men and women was guaran~ 
teed by law and there were special laws relating to 
the protection of expectant mothers. 

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 
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