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1. Mr. ALEKSANDER (Secretariat) read a cable 
dated 18th December received from Lome in eonnexion 
with the Ewe question, in which the Parli togolais du 
Progres asked for a hearing in the Committee. He said 
that a letter had also been received from the Asso­
ciation des etudiants togolais and Togo land student~ 
resident in Paris "ith a similar request. 

2. Mr. MANTILLA (Ecuador) supported the sug­
gestion made hy lhe Fn'nch representative al the 
previous meeting that members of the parties in 
Togo land oppo~rd to unification should also be heard 
by the Committee. 

:t After a brief discussion. in which thl· repn·­
~enlatives of INDONESIA, the NETHERLANDS, 
NEW ZEALA~D. ECUADOH and the UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA took part, the CHAIHMAJ\' 
noted that the Committee was unanimous in wishing 
Lo hear the representatives of the Parti togolais du 
Jlrogres. He suggested that the letter from the Asso­
l'iatinn des et11diants togolais and Togoland student, 
resident in Paris should be circulated for exmnination 
before any decision was taken in the matter. 

It was so decided. 

4. Mr. MACAPAGAL (Philippim·s) said that Uw Ewe 
problem was the most critical that had yet ('mPrged 
from the operation of the International Tru:-.tee;:,hip 
System. The finding of an adequate solution must be 
regarded as a test of the Trusteeship System itself. 

5. The question was at once local and world wide. It 
was a test of local administrative policies and also a 
test of the whole concept of colonialism. It raised the 
validity of the concepts of the British Commonwealth 
of Nations and of the French Union. I I brought in 

., Indkates the item number on the GenPral Assembly agendr~. 

l)l!L'slion lhe lTnited Nations ilself, and the principle 
enshrined in the Charter whereby the interests of all 
dependent peoples were to he the paramount faclor 
in deciding their destiny. 

G. The Ewe problem had its roots in nineteenth century 
colonialism and the arbitrary division of the map ~f 
.Urica into European spheres of influence. The Ewe 
peoples had been the victims of such a division and 
were now asserting their right lo be treated as human 
beings. The sufiering which the division had caused 
them was real, and it was "·ith apprehension that he 
had heard the French represt'ntative dismiss Ewe 
unification as a mere dream. The United Nations should 
do all in its power to promote the unilication rather 
than perpetuate the division of the Ewe people. 

7. The spokesmen for the Ewes had described their 
long and fruitless struggle and the sleady development 
of their cause into a deep-roott>d national aspiration. 
It was hard to doubt lhe genuine nature of their grie­
vances, the weight of public opinion behind them and 
lhe justice of their eause. Yel attempts had hem made 
to throw doubt on ib validity. It had been said in 
defence of the status quo that i l was only necessary 
to relax immigration formalities, ease customs res­
trictions and liberalize the transfer of currency to make 
lhe unification problem disappear. That argument 
denied all the facts of West African political life for 
Lhe past ten years. Customs, currency and immigration 
restrictions had been eased, but t.llP unification problem 
remained. The frontier difficulties were only incidental 
aspects of the rral problem, as had heen stated in 194fl 
by tht> TTnited :-.Jation" Visiting Mission to Trust TPrri­
tories in 'Vest Afriea. The Mission had ~aid in it~ rqwrl 
that the unification movement had assumed the cha­
racter of a popular nationalistic movement and that 
a solution should be sought with urgency in the interest 
of peace and stability in West Africa. 1 

8. That urgently needed solution had not been reached. 
Instead, there was tension and conllict hrtween the 
people r~ud their Governments. The CommittPe had 

1 See Official Records of the Trusteeshrp Council. Seventh Se~szon, 
Supplement ;\'n. 2, Speci::>l rf'nnrl on th12 E"·e pt nhlem. cbapiH Y. 
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been shocked to hear of the recent suppression of poli­
tical liberties, the persecution of the leaders of the uni­
fication movement and the stifling of the will of the 
people. Equally violent accusations had been made 
by the Administering Authorities against the unification 
movement, but it was from that unification movemenL 
that the cry rose for an impartial, independent com­
mission of investigation. It seemed to have nothing 
to hide. 

9. Particularly serious allegations had been made 
against the Administering Authority of Togoland under 
French administration. It had been accused of using 
every conceivable means to break the unification move­
ment. Responsible leaders of the people claimed 
to have been treated as traitors for daring to press for 
their legitimate righl to evolve towards the objectives 
of self-government or independence prescribed in the 
Charter. Yet if it was assumed that the demand for 
the unification of the Ewe people and of the two 
Togolands was a deep-rooted political aspiration, it 
was inevitable that their thoughts should turn towards 
the goal of self-government as something which, once 
achieved, would make possible their desire to be 
unified. 

10. It was hard to imagine either of the two small 
Togolands achieving independence alone. That would 
be true even if it were the policy of each of the Admi­
nistering Authorities actively to lead its own part of 
Togoland towards self-government or independence. 
However, that was not their policy. On one side of the 
frontier, Togoland under British administration was 
being administered ever more closely as an integral part 
of the Gold Coast Colony; on the other, Togoland under 
French administration, without the consultation or 
consent of the people, had been drawn into the French 
Union. If it followed the course along which it was at 
present being led by the United Kingdom, Togoland 
under British administration would become part of 
what would presumably be in a relatively short time 
the self-governing Dominion of the Gold Coast. If the 
demand for unification could be ignored, that might 
in itself be an admirable solution for the Territory. 
Bul the demand could not be ignored, and the people 
of Togoland under British administration felt thal, 
against their will, they were being turned lowards the 
Gold Coast and away from their brothers in Togoland 
under French administration. In Togoland under 
French administration, on the other hand, the popu­
lation lived under a system of colonialism designed to 
maintain the Territory as a subsidiary of metropolitan 
France. After absorbing French culture, they were 
supposed to be ready to accept voluntarily the idea of 
being governed in Paris by a kind of imperial parliament 
in which they would have one or two representatives. 
The peoples of both Togolands complained that those 
two entirely different political concepts were pulling 
them apart rather than giving them the chance to 
unite and go forward to independence as one people. 
That was the basir, fact of the problem of unifi­
cation. 

11. The history of the handling of the problem by 
hoth the Trustee~hip Council and the Administering 

Authorities had not been a happy one. The Adminis­
tering Authorities had repeatedly failed to consult 
the people concerned before setting up their consultative 
commissions and councils. They had failed to devise 
a method of constituting the Anglo-French Standing 
Consultatiw Commission for Togoland Affairs which 
would he acceptable to the people it had been intended 
to ~rrve. The results and nature of the investigation of 
the complaints of undemocratic procedures and arbi­
trary arrests connected with the setting up of that Com­
misssion had heen unsatisfactory. The latest formula 
had again been devised without consultation of the 
people. In its resolution 345 (IX) the Trusteeship 
Council had approved the latest decision of the Admi­
nistering Authorities. In doing so, however, the Council 
had expected that the proposed joint Council would 
be something rather different from that described in 
the memorandum submitted by the Administering 
Authorities (A/C.4(198). Its proposed terms of reference 
put a very different emphasis on the order of importance 
of its activities from that recommended in the Council's 
resolution 345 (IX). The impression was that the Admi­
nistering Authorities still clung to the idea that the 
problem could be solved simply by removing material 
difficulties at the frontier. There was no indication 
of any willingness on their part to surrender or to pool 
any of their sovereignty or their political theories so 
that the groundwork could be laid for the eventual 
unification of the peoples concerned. 

12. The Philippine delegation did not believe that the 
real problem could be solved by discussion in the 
Fourth Committee or in the Trusteeship Council. The 
situation demanded the most thorough and impartial 
investigation on the spot. The United Nations should 
therefore send a special mission to the two Territories 
as early as possible in 1952. That mission should study 
the whole political situation in both Territories, inves­
tigate tht> causes of the serious t>vents which had taken 
place and make definite proposals for a solution. Such 
a body would give the peoples of Togoland concrete 
evidence of the serious concern of the United Nations 
over their problem. Its task should be completed 
in time for it to report to the eleventh session of the 
Trusteeship Council, so that the Council could in turn 
report to the seventh session of the General Assembly. 
The Philippine delegation intended to associate itself 
with a proposal along those lines which would be sub­
mitted either as a separate draft resolution or as 
amendments to the draft resolution submitted by 
the French and United Kingdom representatives 
(A/C.4(L.163). 

13. The fate of the entire International Trusteeship 
System was in the balance. One administering Power 
had already left the Fourth Committee in order to 
prevent the United Nations from acting in the case of 
South West Africa. The Trusteeship Council was being 
reduced to a state of impotence ; if the process was 
continued, it would be asked to approve the work of the 
Administering Authorities in prolonging colonization. 
The true aim of the International Trusteeship System 
was eventual self-government or independence, and 
that fact :.honlrl never he lost sight of. 
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GENERAL DEBATE (continued) 

14. Mr. EL PHARAONY (Egypt) was glad to see that 
the arrangement of the Trusteeship Council's report 
(A/1856) had been improverl in accordance with the 
GeneralAssembly'sreeommenrlations(resoluiion433(V)). 
He was partieularly interestrd to note the inelusion of 
the observations of members of the Council on a 
number of detailed points. Those observations, toge­
ther with those of members of the Fourth Committee, 
would serve as a valuable indication of the views 
of Members of the United Nations on the manner 
in which the aims of the International Trustreship 
System should be carried fully into effect. 

15. It appeared from a general survey of the report 
that encouraging progress had been made in some Trust 
Territories in a variety of fields, though, judged on the 
basis of concrete achievements, that progress had not 
been spectacular. But progress eould not be fairly 
gauged by aetion taken over a short period ; it would 
therefore be useful for the Trusteeship Council's follow­
ing report to contain a concise comparative analysis 
of the progress made in different fields in the courst> 
of the past five years, from which the real advance 
could be seen at a glance. 

16. He was disturbed to set> that the Council appeared 
to have lost some of the vigour ·which had marked its 
initiation of the International Trusteeship System and 
some of the clarity with which it had once regarded 
the fundamental prohlt>ms of the Trust Territories. 
While in 1948 the Council had not hesitated to attack 
shortcomings in the administration of some Trust 
Territories, in 1949 it had shown a respectful, almost 
deferential attitude towards the views of the Adminis­
tering Authorities and had withdrawn from the strong 
position it had taken earlier on a number of important 
issues. That impression was heightened by the repeated 
commendations made in the Council's report of the 
action taken by the Administering Authorities. ·while 
in some instances the commendation was no doubt 
well-deserved, the Council's recommendations seemed 
to have deteriorated into standardized expressions of 
satisfaction and of hope for the future. In its endeavour 
to maintain good relations with the Administering 
Authorities, it might lose its quality of forth rightness, 
essential to the exercise of its functions, and might give 
a lotally misleading picture of conditions in the Trust 
Territories. It was of course free to determine its own 
attitude, but his delegation would like to see mon' 
evidence of its realization that the Trust Territories 
contained not only administrators, but ordinary people 
whose interests were, according to the Charter, of 
paramount importance. 

17. With regard to specific questions affecting the 
Trust Territories, his delegation attached great import­
ance to education as a major factor in promoting 
political maturity, which was the ultimate objeetiYe 
for all the peoples of the Trust Territories. It therefore 
regretted that provision for education, and particularly 
for advanced education, was still inadequate in almost 
all Territories. The Trust Territories should not be 
left to rely on the systt»m of mi5sionary schools, however 

valuable that system might have been in the past. 
While urging the need for greater efforts to increase 
educational facilities, his delegation fully appreciated 
the difficulties involved, such as problems of finance, 
building materials, the shortage of trained teachers, 
and teaching in the vernacular. In l'ndeavouring to 
overcome those difficulties, the Administering Autho­
rities should take advantage of the experience of other 
nations and should continue to seek the eo-operation 
and advice of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization. He fully agreed with the 
view expressed by the United States representative 
at the 220th meeting that education in the Trust Terri­
tories should be primarily directed towards training 
the indigenous population for participation in the 
international community, and should not lw purely 
academic in character. 

18. Turning to the question of the economic develop­
ment of the Trust Territories, he said that his delegation 
would have some comments to submit when the question 
of rural economic development was under discussion. 
In general, it considered that economic development 
should be based on the principle of providing a sound 
foundation for the economies of the Territories and 
that any long-term development plans or investments 
should bear the welfare of the indigenous population 
in mind and should promote its increased participation 
in economic life. Economic development must also 
allow for the size of the population, "·hich was likely 
to grow at an increasingly rapid rate as a result of th.e 
improvement in public health services eombined with 
the naturally high birth-rate. According to some 
estimates, the population of a number of Trust Terri­
tories would double in the course of the following 
twenty or thirty years. Both intensive and extensive 
agricultural development would be insufficient to 
provide for such an increase. The solution lav in the 
development of secondary local industriPs "tor the 
production of consumer goods and in long-term invest­
ments in other industrial enterprises, despite thr fact 
that such investments would require a high outlay of 
capital with little prospect of immediate returns. 

19. His delegation considered that the problem of 
petitions had still not been satisfactorily solved. The 
right of petition was one of the corne1:-stones of the 
International Trusteeship System and was a concrete 
demonstration of the reality of international supervision. 
The number of petitions receiverl was a clear indication 
of the importance the peoples of the Trust Territories 
attached to that right. But the effectiveness of that 
part of the International Trusteeship System and hence 
the confidence with which the peoples of the Trust 
Territories regarded the United Nations depended on 
the manner in which the Trusteeship Council handled 
petitions. A study of the Council's work in that field, 
however, gave cause for concern. That concern had 
been felt by the General Assembly at its fifth session, 
when it had examined the procedure for dealing with 
petitions and had made a number of recommendations 
for its improvement in resolution 435 (V). While the 
Council had given effect to some of those recommen­
dations, it appeared to have ignored the mo&t important 
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recommendation, namely, that the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Petitions should be established as a standing com­
mittee to meet, if necessary, between sessions of the 
Council. 

20. It was clear from the resolutions adopted by the 
Council and from the summary records of the "ld Hoc 
Committee on Petitions that petitions were not receiving 
the treatment they deserved. It was not a question of 
any lack of goodwill on the part of members of the 
Committee, but of the physical impossibility of giving 
a thorough examination to so many petitions in the 
short time available during sessions of the Council. In 
consequence the Council's resolutions on petitions had 
become somewhat standardized. Such resolutions were 
detrimental not only to the prestige of the United 
Nations but also to the moral development of the indi­
genous inhabitants, \Vho looked to the United Nations 
for an impartial opinion and for assistance. 

21. The only possihk method of ensuring a more 
detailed examination of the questions raised in petitions 
was to increase the time available for the purpose. It 
therefore seemed essential that the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Petitions should become a standing committee which 
would meet also between sessions of the Council, when­
ever necessary, to undertake a preparatory exami­
nation of petitions. The Administering Authorities 
had objected to thal procedure on the ground that their 
speeial representatives could not be present, but there 
seemed to be no reason why the standing committee 
could not carry out its work on the basis of written 
observations by lhl· Administering Authorities : it 
would also he entitled to request supplementary written 
observations. The special representatives of the Admi­
ni,tering Authorities would have full opportunity to 
shed further light on the facts during the discussiun of 
the committee's provisional recommendations by the 
Trusteeship Council. 

22. With regard lo the political development of the 
Trust Territories, he fully agreed with a number of 
previous speakers that the ultimate independence of 
the peoples of the Trust Territories could not and should 
not be a matter for discussion. The Charter left no room 
for doubt on that point. The only point at issue was the 
rate of progress towards that objective, the completL· 
attainment of which was the task of the International 
Trusteeship System. A tribute must be paid to those 
Administering Authorities that were encouraging the 
development of organs of self-government and were thus 
paving the way for the establishment of independent 
state~. In that connexion some Administering Autho­
rities had alleged that the tribal systems were acting 
a~ a brake on political development. His delegation 
felt, however, that the gradual elimination of obsolete 
tribal practices might not cause so great an upheaval as 
some Administering Authorities had alleged and that 
their continued existence should not be tolerated at the 
eo~t of sound democratic development. 

:.13. :\lr. DEMCHENKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic) said that his delegation did not consider that 
the repor1 of the Trusteeship Council gave a true picture 
of lhe manner in which the Administering Authorities 

were carrying out their responsibilities for the Trust 
Territories. An analysis of the information submitted 
by the Administering Authorities and of the report 
showed that the provisions of Chapter XII of the Charter 
were not heing carried out. 

24. ln the Trust Territories there were no legislative, 
executiw or judicial organs in which the indigenous 
inhabitants participated. The Administering Authorities 
did everything to preserve the trihal system, which 
was inconsistent with the development of the inhabi­
tants towards self-government or independence. As 
was shown in the report on Tanganyika, no steps were 
being taken to provide for a transition to a system of 
democratic self-government. Moreover, in the Trust 
Territory of Nauru, which had been under Australian 
administration for about fifty years, the indigenous 
inhabitants took no part in government. In Western 
Samoa according to the report of the United Nations 
Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in the Pacific 
(T /792) the higher officials of the administration were 
Europeans, the majority of them recruited in New 
Zealand. 

25. The Administering Authorities carried out a policy 
of racial discrimination. The report on Nauru submitted 
by the Visiting Mission (T /790) stated that the three 
races living on the island were completely segregated, 
and that an ordinance prohibited the free movement of 
the indigenous inhabitants ancl the Chinese population. 
During the year ending 30 .June 1949 twenty-two 
Chinese and sixty-one Nauruans had been tried and 
condemned for violating that ordinance. The indigenous 
inhabitants of New Guinea, under Australian admini~­
tration, were subjected to a curfew between 9 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. The towns in Ruanda-urundi were divided 
into European, Asian and African zones. 

26. There was racial discrimination also in the fields 
of wages, medical services and education. The Visiting 
Mission to Nanru had reported that indigenous workers 
then' reeeived miserable wages, much lower than those 
paid to Europeans doing the same work. The wages 
of an agricultural worker in Ruanda-Urundi were from 
seven to ten francs a day-the price of a box of 
matches. The standard of living of the inhabitants was 
extremely low. The whole economy of the Territory 
was based on a low wage-rate. 

27. With regard to health services, in Ruanda-Urundi 
the Administering Authority maintained seven hospitals, 
four of which were for the indigenous inhabitants, who 
numbered 3,800,000, and three for the Europeans, who 
numbered 3,407. There was not a single indigenous 
doctor. In Togoland under British administration there 
were only three hospitals and four doctors for 384,000 
indigenous inhabitants. The so-called ten-year develop­
ment plan did not provide for the construction of a 
single hospital. As a consequence of the inadequate 
medical services and wretched living conditions, conta­
gious diseases were rife. and the cle.ath rate very high. 
especially the infant mortality rate. A medical survey 
in the Cameroons under British administration in 194Q 
had shown that 7 per cent of the population suffered 
from malaria and :37.5 per cent from other diseases. 
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The expenditure in that Territory for courts, prisons 
and the police force in 1949-1950 had amounted to 
21.6 per cent of the total budget, while the expenditure 
for the health services had amounted to only 10.5 per 
cent. The expenditure for the social welfare services 
in Tanganyika in 1949 had amounted to £16,975, while 
the expenditure for the police had amounted to £328,400. 

28. The Administering Authoritie::, had made no 
attempt to raise the educational level of the indigenous 
inhabitants of the Trust Territories. In 1950, only 
11.7 per cent of the children of school age in the 
Cameroons under British administration had attended 
school ; in the northern area the figure was only 1.3 per 
cent. There were still only two secondary f->Chools in 
the whole Territory. The proportion of illiterates over 
the whole Territory was about 95 per cent. 

29. Racial discrimination was practised also in 
education. In Nauru, for example, the expenditure for 
each Nauruan student was one-quarter of that for 
each European student. In Tanganyika twenty-one 
times as much was spent on each European as on each 
indigenous student. European teachers were paid ten 
times as much as indigenous teachers. 

30. Economic policy in the Trust Territories followed 
similar lines. The entire economic life of the 
Trust Territories was completely subordinated to the 
interests of monopolistic companies which rapaciously 
exploited their natural resources. The Administering 
Authorities carried out a policy of alienating the land 
from the indigenous inhabitants to the profit of those 
companies. In Tanganyika, in 1949 alone, 389 square 
miles of land had been alienated from the indigenous 
inhabitants by the Administering Authority, while the 
overall area of alienated land in 1950 amounted to 
3,121 square miles, or one-third of all the cultivated 
land in the Territory. The Visiting Mission to Trust 
Territories in West Africa had noted in its report on 
the Cameroons under British administration2 that the 
alienation of large tracts of land now being used by 
the Cameroons Development Corporation, as well 
as by some smaller companies, had given ri~e to a 
serious economic and social problem for the tribes who 
lived near the plantations. The indigenous inhabitants 
had been deprived of their land and were forced to 
work, for a mere pittance, for the companies which 
had taken their land and were waxing fat on the exploi­
tation of the Territory. The Gold Coast Cocoa Marketing 
Board paid £85 a ton for cocoa in Togoland under 
British administration and sold it for £178 a ton. 

31. The facts he had quoted showed that the Adminis­
tering Authorities were carrying out an anti-democratic 
policy in the Trust Territories, violating the rights and 
interests of the indigenous inhabitants and practising 
racial discrimination. The Ukrainian delegation consi­
dered that the General Assembly should call upon them 
to carry out their obligations under the Charter. 

32. Mr. ATTAR (Syria) considered it encouraging 
that the President of the Trusteeship Council had said 
that the International Trusteeship System was on the 

~ Tbid., Report on the Cameroon> under Briti&h adminif,tration. 

way to attaining the objectives prescribed by the 
Charter. Some of the members of the Committee were 
not, however, greatly impressed by the speed of 
development and progress in the Trust Territories. 

33. He was glad to say that the form of the Council's 
report had been much improved. 

:34. He felt impelled to comment on the Trusteeship 
Council's attitude with regard to the General Assembly's 
recommendations (resolution 435 (V)) concerning the 
methods to be adopted in considering petitions. True, 
some petitions were of little interest or were of a personal 
nature, but no petition should ever be neglected. The 
prestige of the Council in the Trust Territories largely 
depended on the manner in which it dealt with petitions. 
Unfortunately, they were often considered in a super­
ficial manner as a matter of routine. Hence, many 
members of the Fourth Committee felt that the esta­
blishment of a standing committee on petitions would 
be the only way in which the work could be done 
satisfactorily. The Ad Hoc Committee on Petitions 
was not able to deal thoroughly with the matter in the 
time at its disposal. The difficulties in the way of setting 
up a permanent committee could be overcome, but the 
Council could not continue to ignore the General 
Assembly's recommendations. 

35. Improvement was also called for in the treatment 
of petitions submitted to visiting missions. Usually 
the missions merely received petitions and sent them 
to Headquarters for submission to the Trusteeship 
Council, thus overloading the agenda of the Council 
and the Ad Hoc Committee on Petitions, which already 
had a large number of petitions that had been addressed 
directly to them. The Fourth Committee might recom­
mend that the Trusteeship Council should instruct the 
visiting missions to give more thorough consideration 
to the petitions addressed to them during their stay in 
the Trust Territories. At its fifth session the General 
Assembly had made recommendations (resolution 434 (V)) 
to the Council covering the duration of the visiting 
missions' stay in the Territories, their terms of reference 
and the flexibility of their time-tables. The Trusteeship 
Council had not carried out those recommendations. 
If the visiting missions could stay longer in each Terri­
tory and concentrate on specific problems instead of 
general considerations, their contribution to the work 
of the Trusteeship Council would be more valuable. 

36. He had drawn attention the previous year to the 
importance of improving the organization and functions 
of the visiting missions, but 1951 had brought no 
progress. If necessary, he would submit a formal 
resolution on the subject. 

37. In consequence of General Assembly resolution 438 
(V) on rural economic development, the Council had set 
up the Committee on Rural Economic Development of 
the Trust Territories to study present policy and laws 
bearing on land utilization and alienation. That 
Committee had published a number of documents on 
land tenure in the Trust Territories. He agreed with 
a number of other representatives that the specialized 
agencies, _in particular the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, as well as other technicians, should be 
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called upon to study agrarian structure. Syria and 
other delegations had submitted a draft resolution 
(AjC.4jL.167) on that subject. 

38. It had already been pointed out that during 
recent years the recommendations of the Trusteeship 
Council had become progressively weaker. The General 
Assembly should express its dissatisfaction at the slack­
ening of the Council's control owr the International 
Trusteeship System. Attention had been drawn to the 
new spirit of harmony and co-operation between the 
Administering Authorities and those Members of the 
United Nations which did not administer Trust Terri­
tories, but if that new spirit was due to the fact that the 
Council had become less vigilant in fulfilling its task, 
the price was too high. 

39. He congratulated the Trusteeship Council on its 
resolution 311 (VIII) of 7 February 1951 concerning the 
part to be played by visiting missions in ensuring the 
dissemination of information about the United Nations 
in the Trust Territories. It was to he hoped that the 
report of the United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust 
Territories in East Africa, 1951, would contain a detailed 
chapter on the implementation of the recommendations 
on that subject. 

40. Although some of the chapters of the Trusteeship 
Council's report which dealt with conditions in the 
Trust Territories contained separate paragraphs dealing 
with the question of information concerning the United 
Nations, others did not. In future reports there should 
be a special paragraph on the subj<>ct in each chapter. 
Moreover the Administering Authorities should be 
urged to furnish full information on the action taken 
in that fit>ld, and to take more energetic steps to 
implement Trusteeship Council rf'solution 36 (III) 
requf'sting them to fnrnish suggestions as to appropriate 

PnntPd in France 

channels through which information about the aim~ 
and activities of the United Nations might be commu­
nicated to the general public. It would be interesting 
for the Committee to have detailed information in that 
respect, and also with regard to the implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 137 (II). 

41. The organization of information for the general 
public was very important ; different standards of 
education called for different types of information. In 
support of the action already undertaken by the Council, 
he submitted the draft resolution contained in document 
A/C.4/L.l70. 

42. A number of delegations had spoken of the colonial 
system as sick, dying or even dead ; others considered 
it to he still full of life. Even though it might appear to 
be dead, it could subsist under new forms. The Fourth 
Committee had a serious responsibility, for the dis­
charge of which it depended greatly on the Trusteeship 
Council. The Charter had given rise to great hopes and 
aspirations and there could be no lasting peace in the 
world unless the peoples of the Trust Territories had 
faith that their hopes would be fulfilled. 

43. Mr. DE MARCHENA (Dominican Republic), 
speaking on a point of order, said that, as Chairman of 
the United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Territories 
in East Africa. 1951, he fdt it his duty to comment on 
the Syrian representative's references to the Mission's 
handling of petitions. Since the Mission's report had not 
yet been published, criticism of its action in regard to 
petitions seemed to him to be premature. \Vhile the 
report would be l'irculatcd in the near future, it would 
not be discussed hy the General Assembly until its 
following session. 

Tlw meeting rose at 5.40 p.m. 
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