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I. INTRODUCTION 

l. By- a letter dated 21 November 1969 (11/7659), accompanied by an exjJlanator)r 

meOJorandwD and a draft resollltion, Colombia proposed the inclusion in the agenda 

of the twenty .. f'ou:ctt session of an additional i tern of an important and urgent 

character entitled 11 Establishment of a Special Committee to consider suggestions 

.for revising the Charter of the United Nations'1
• 

~'. At its 186th 1neetingJ on 26 November 1969J the General Committee considered 

the request :9resented by Colombia. In the course of the meeting the sponsor of 

the re'lllest Sllggested that the proposed item shollld be referred to the Sixth 

Co'::'ci ttee and e ccepted a suggestion that the item should be entitled as follm1s: 

"Need to consider suggestions regarding the revie;~ of the Charter of the United 

Nations", The General Committee decided to recommend that the item, as re--titled, 

should be included in t;1e agenda and referred to the Sixth Committee (A/noojAdd.5, 

para. l). 

3. At its l8l9th plenary meeting, on l Dece10ber 1969, the General Assembly, 

accepting the recommendations of the General Committee) decided to include th~ 

item in the agenda of its tvJenty fourth session and allocated it to the Sixth 

Committee. 

4. The Sixth Committee considered this iten at its ll74th and ll'75th ueetings, 

on 9 recernber 1969. 
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II. PROPOSALS AND AMENDMENTS 

5· At the ll74th meeting of the Sixth Committee, on 9 December 1969, the 

representative of Colombia introduced a draft resolution sponsored by 9hile and 

Colombia (Ajc.6jL. 789), of "hich Guatemala, Nicaragua and Trinidad and Tobago 

subsequently became co-sponsors. The draft resolution read as fcllo"''s: 

11 The Gen~_!al Assembly, 

"Having considered the item entitled 'Need to consider suggestions 
regarding the review of the Charter of the United Nations 1 , 

"Recognizing the ftmdamental importance of such consideration, 

"Realizing that the eventual formulation of such suggestions C~ill 
entail particularly careful "ork on the part of Member States, the 
responsible and constructive accoinplishment of >Jhich '1ill require a 
sufficient lapse of time, 

11 1. :Decides to include an item entitled 'Need to consider suggestions 
regarding the revie\} of the Charter Of the United Nations I in the provisional 
agenda of its b;enty-fifth regular session; 

"2. Requests the Secretary General to transmit the text of this 
resolution to the Governments of ~ler.1ber States." 

6, At the ll75th meeting, the representative of Ghana_ introduced a draft 

resolution sponsored by his delegation (Ajc.6/L.790). The draft resolution, as 

,,rally corrected by the sponsor, read as follo,Js: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Eaving considered the item entitled 'Need to conSlder suggestions 
regarding the review of the Charter of the United Nations 1 , 

"Recognizing the fundamental importance of such consideration, 

"Realizing that the eventual fon::ulation of such suggestions will 
entail particularly careful '10rk on the part of lilember States, the 
responsible and constructive accomplishment of ~<Jhich TtJill require a 
sufficient lapse of time, 

"Bearing in mind that the CCJmmittee for the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary 
of the United Nations 'Jill take into account the views "hich have been 
expressed during this session >·lhen carrying out its task under 
paragraph 5 (c) of General Assembly resolution 2499 (XXTV), 

; ... 
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"1. _fleque_:;!_s the Secretary-General, in order to assist the Committee 
for the 1\ienty--Fifth Anniversary of the United Nations in its task, to 
invite all Member States to submit to him prior to 30 June 1970 any 
suggestions they may consider appropriate concerning the review of the 
Charter; 

"2. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Committee 
for the T>lenty--Fifth Anniversary of the United Nations a report containing 
any suggescions 1:hich he may have received pursuant to operative 
paragraph l;' 

"3. Invites the Committee for the 'I"Jenty Fifth Anniversary of the 
United Nations to report, as appropriate, to the General i;ssembly at its 
h1enty-fifth regular session on the suggestions made regarding the 
revie-,·J of the Charter. 11 

7. Also at the ll75th meeting, the representative of Iraq orally subc1itted an 

amendment to the draft resolution sponsored by Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, 

Nicaragua and Trinidad and Tobago (A/C.6/L.789; see paragraph 5 above), to the 

follm1ing effect: 

(a) Replace the first preambular paragraph by the follm1ing: 

"Not having had the time to examine adequately the item entitled 
'Need to cons:cder suggestions regarding the review of the Charter of the 
United Nations',"; 

(b) relete the second and third preambular paragraphs and operative 

paragraph 2. 

At the same meeting, the foregoing oral amendment 'Ja s accepted by Colombia on 

behalf of the sponsors. 

III. VOTING 

8. At the ll75th meeting, the representative of Ghana requested that priority 

should be given in the votine; to the draft resolution sponsored by his delegation 

(A/C.6/L.790), as orally corrected. The Sixth Committee rejected the procedural 

rrotion for priority by 32 votes to 17, ·,.;i th 35 abstentions. Follo>;ing this vote 

on his procedural motion, the representative of Ghana withdrew the draft 

resolution sponsored by his delegation (A/C.6/L-790). 

9. 11lso at its ll75th meeting, the Sixth Committee adopted the draft resolution 

S1Jonsored by Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Nicaragua and Trinidad and Tobago 

(A/C.6/L.789), as orally amended by Iraq, by 52 votes to 9, >lith 22 abstentions 

(see paragraph 11 belm•). The vote, which c/8 s taken by roll- call was as follows: 

I . .. 
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In favcur: 

Abstaining: 

Afghanistan, Algeria, J\rgentina, Braz.il, Ca~~1eroon, Central 
Afric8n I\epublic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile" Colombia, Congo 
(Brazzaville), Congo (Democratic Republic of), Cyprus, 
IahonJey, Ecuador, Gueten:ala, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, 
IsTael, Italy, Ivory Ccast, Jam.aica, Japan, Kw,mit, Liberia, 
Liby8, :Malaysia, Ivia li, fviexico, Morocco, Nics ragu8, Niger, 
Nigeria)' Pakistan) Peru, Philippines_, Rvmnda, Se::1egal, 
Southern Yemen, SpaJn, Sudan, Syria, ThnilandJ Togo, Trinidad 
and Tobago, United Arab Republic, United F.epublic of Tanzania, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, 
Hungary, Mongolia) P~ landJ Homonia, Ukra in ian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Joviet Socialist Republics 0 

J\ustralia, Austria, Belgium, Burma) CanadoJ ChinaJ L"enm;;:rk, 
Ethiop:ia, Ftnland, France_.. Ghana_.. GreeceJ lv:alta, Netherlands, 
Ne'v! Ztealand) Non1ay_.. J!a:r:moa..: Portugal, S;-,~eden, Tu:!"'key, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northerrl Ireland, United 
States of America 0 

10. The re:9resentatives of France) 1'1exico; the United Kingdom, In.donesiB, 

Cameroon, India and Ghana explained their votes. 

ll. The Sixth Committee recomn~ends to the General "·'-lsserobly the e_do·oticn of 

the follm'li-ng drc:1ft resolution~ 

Need t::.J consider sugp;e~_;t:Lons regardir:g tbe revie\·i 
-·-----.. of the Charter Ol;--i~he- Ui1i"t8dNa"t-icn-s~---

T'he General A~sembly, 

~ot hsvin;;; ~~-~ the time to examine adequately the item entitled 11 Neec3. t.o 

consider suggestions ret;arding the rev:Le•.1 cf the Charter of the 1Jnited Nations 11
, 

:Cecides to include in t.he provisional agenda of its t\-Jent,y ·fifth session an 

item entitled 11 Need to consider suggestions ree;arding the reviW,·i o:[' the Chorter 

cf the United Natj.ons 11
• 




