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l. The General Assembly, at its 1.758th plenary meeting, on 20 September 1969) 

allocated to the Second Committee agenda item 47 entitled "General revie<l of 

the programmes and activities in the economic) social_, technical co-operation 

and related fields of the United Nations, the specialized agencies) the 

International Atomic Energy J\gency, the United Nations Children 1 s Fund and 

all other institutions and agencies related to the United Nations system". 

2. The Committee consid.ered the item at its l29hth, l295th, l297th, l302nd 

a'ld l304th meetings, held between l anc1 9 December 1969. 

3. The Committee had before it a note by tt:e Secretary-General (A/7757), 

the final report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination,~/ 
an account of the operational and research activities of the United Nations 

system in the field of economic and social development~/ and the report of 

"che Economic and Social Council to the G~neral Assembly)./ 

~/ E/4748 and Corr. l. 

?:_/ E/4744 (Vol. I) and Jl.dd.l and Md.l/Corr.l; (Vol. II). 

~/ A/7603 /Add. l, part III. This will be 1Bsuei."J. in printed forn:, t::)gether 
~~·ith the remainin.._g parts, as Supple·::tent No. 3A to the Official Heco1·ds 
of the General P.ssembly, T1o1enty-fourth Session. 
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!1.. Also bef"ore the Comrnittee VJere t\-JO draft resolutior:..s, the texts o:t' 

1·1hich are reprcduc:ed in section::> I and II below. 

I 

5. ~'1t the l2)7t.h meetinc;, the representative of Brazil, on behalf of the 

delegations of Bolivia) Brazil, Chile, Ghana, Honduras, Ir:.dia, Indonesia; 

J'.·1alt.a, Mauritius, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, the Sudan, Syria, Thailand, 

'l'rinidad a::1d 'Tobac;o and the United Republic of Tanzania, introduced a O.l"aft 

:resolution (_A/C .2 /L .1090), which read as follm1s: 
11The General Assembly, 

11 Recalling its resolution 2185 (XXI) of' 13 December 1966 regarding 
the enla:c."gement of the: Committee for Programme and Co-ordination of the 
Economic and Social Council with the purpose of undertak1ng a rev·ie1;.;r 
of the operational and research ac-Gi vi ties of the United Nat ions family 
of organizations in the field of economic and social development, 

11 Recallin>?: further EcononJ:lc ar:.d Social Council resolution 1367 (XLV) 
of 2 August 195'8, 

11 1\Jot inr; Lconociic and Social Council resolution 1L~67 (XLVII) of 
3l Octobe~c 19.:::;9 J 

tr},:dcing lu.::c-thcr -~vith appreciation the work compl~ted by the 
Enlarged CcmDli·;Jtcc for Programme ai.ld Co-ordina·Gion ·1vith the Co-operation 
of the United Nntionr3 Secretariat J ·She specialized agencies> the 
International -'IJ;t.omic Energy Agency and. other United Nations organs 
and relatcci. bodies; 

11 Havio.g examined. the final :reporl; of ·the Enlarged Cor::1rr:ittee for 
----· I' 

:?rogram:ne ar1d. Co -orcJ.i nat "ion, ~I 

11 Co::1Gc:i.8US or ·'c."he u~gec1t nee6 tCJ ensure the optimum utilization 
of the res:m::cces of the Uni~ced. Nat .. -Lons system of organizstions in 
rarticulai" concer:.tratiug attentio~: on co-ordina""'ved efforts in areas 
of high priori. t~I in the context oi:' ·L.he international developnent st:categy 
for Lhe Second Un:L·Ged Xation:::; Develc:-pment Decade, 

/ ... 
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"l. Reaffirms the following objectives set out in General Assembly 
resolution 2188 (XXI) which should guide the organizations in the 
United Nations system in carrying out their research and operational 
activities in the field of economic and social development: 

(a) ·The maximum concentration of resources, at present aad 
increasir.g levels, on programmes o:C direct relevance to iviernber Sta-::..esj 

(b) A flexible, prompt and effective response to the specific 
needs of individual countries and regions, as determined by them, within 
the limits of available resources; 

(c) The minimum burden on the administrative resources of Member 
States and of the organizations 'l n the United Nations system; 

(d) The evolution of an integ~ated system of long-term planning 
on a programn1e basisj 

(e) The institution of systematic procedures for evaluating the 
effectiveness of operational and research activities; 

11 2, Helcomes the report of t~1e Enlarged Committee for Prograr.1c]_e 
and Co-ordination, 5/ and in r"rticular the document entitled Assistance 
for Economic and Soc-ial Development Available frcm the United Nations 
System: A Handbook of Criteria anci Procedures, §_/ and expresses its 
appreciation to the Secretary-General for preparing the 11 clear and 
comprehensive picture 11 of the existing operational and research activities 
of the United Nations family or orc(anizations in the field of economic 
and social development; I/ 

"3. Req_uests the Economic anci Social Council at its organizational 
session in January 1970 to reconstitute its Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination in accordance 1..;ith recommendation A of the Enlarged 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination; f}) 

n 1_~ 4 Further requests the Econo:nic and Social Council as soon as 
possible thereafter to examine and to keep under continuing review the 
intergovernmental machinery for co-ordination and programme review and 
to introduce improvements or modifications which may appear necessary 
in the ligh·C of the experience gaineci. au.d relevant developments within 
the United Nations system; 

'2_/ Ibid. 

§__/ United Nations publication, Sales No.: E .69 .I .23. 

II E/4744, vols. I and II; E/4744/Add .l and Corr. 10. 

§_/ E/47ll8, chapter III. 

; ... 
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"5. Decides to review at its twenty-sixth session the arrangements 
made by the Economic and Social Council in pursuance of paragraphs 3 
and 4 above; 

"6. Endorses the arrangements for co-operation between the 
reconstituted Committee for Frogra~~e and Cc-ordinatioL and the Joint 
Inspection Unit outlined in paragraphs 27 and 2tl of the final report of the 
Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination; 

"7. Requests the Secretary-General to provide adequate and effective 
secretarial assistance to the reconstituted Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination and keep it informed of" relevant developments within the 
United. Nations system of organizations; 

n8.. Notes in Particular the recommendation concerning the use of 
computers in the United Nations system and requests the Secretary-General 
tc submit, in 1971, the report suggested in paragraph 40 of the final 
report of the Enlarged Ccrr~ittee for Programme and Co-ordination; 

"9. Reguests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the 
specialized agencies and other bodies in the United Nations system, 
to include, as part of the report requested by the Council, in its 
resolution 11~54 (XLVII) for its forty-ninth session 3 an examination 
of the existing Secretariat :r.;achJnery for providing scientific and 
technical advice in the United Nations system and to prepare recommendations 
for its reorganization in a way which will enable it to contribute most 
effectively to the selection of' priori ties and to the planning and 
prosramming of United Nations activities designed to meet the growins 
and changing needs of the United Nations system, t,he international 
con~muni ty and of Member countries; 

"10. 'c·le1comes the practice recently Initiated by the Secretary-General 
of" holding top-echelon meetings of" staff" concerned with economic and social 
affairs within the United NationsJ including the regional economic 
commissions and the semi-autonomous organsj and ure;es the Secretary-General 
to bring to the attention of the Commi t'tee f"or Programme and Co-ordination 
any matters discussed in these meetings which may be of interest to it; 

11 11. Heguests t.Le Secretary-General) as Chairman of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordina'ticn, to bring to the attention of all the organizatior,s 
in t;he United Nations system recommendation E of the Enlarged Committee for 
Programme Md Co-ordination for strengthenin~r the present arrangements f'or 
co-ordination by adoption of more effective procedures for prior consultation 
or.. 1vork programmes; 

11 12 ~ Notes :recornmendaticn F of the :Snlarged Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination on co-ordination at the national }evel and requests the 
Secretary-General to drav.t to the attention of the members o.f the 
Admi.nistrative Ccmmittee en Co-ordination the recommendation contained in 
paragraph 80 of the final report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme 
and Cc-ordination; 

I ... 
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"13. Notes with interest the otloer matters considered by the Enlarged 
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination in chapter IV, se~tions A to E 
of its report and agrees that these proposals should be reviewed by the 
reconstituted Committee." 

6. Ecuador, Pandma and Venezuela joined in sponsoring th:e draft resolution. 

T. The Committee was informed that the administrative and financial implications 

of the draft resolution were annexed to the final report of the Enlarged Com~ittee 

for Programme and Co-ordination.2/ 

8. At the l301st meeting, on 5 December 1969, the follm·ling delegations became 

sponsors of the draft resolution: C3.nada, Chad, Colombia, Denmark, Mauritania, 

the Netherlands and Norwav. 

9. The representative of Fr~ proposed the following amendments to the draft 

resolution: 

(a) Paragraph 3 would be reworded to read: 

nReguests the Economic and Social Council 7 at its organizational session 
in January 1970, to envisage the possibility of reconstituting its Committee 
for ?rogra'1lme and Co-ordination, taking into account recornmenda tion A o.f the 
Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (E/4'[48, chapter III);"; 

(b) In paragraph 4, the word "thereafter" and the word "intergovernmental" 

would be deleted. 

lO. The sponsors agreed to deJ_ete the word rr intergovernrnental 11 from :paragraph 4 ~ 

They also agreed, as suggested by the representative of the Union_C2,[ Soviet 

Socialist Republicss to insert a new paragraph in the preamble and a nev.r operative 

paragraph as follows: 

(a) The following paragraph ''-'as inserted after the second parotgraph of the 

preamble: 

11Reaffirming the central role assigned to the :Sconomic and Social 
Council in the economic, social c.illd human rights fiel.ds under Chapter X 
of the Charter~ 11 

j 

(b) The following par'igraph was inseTted after paragraph 10: 

nTtlelcomes the practice of Joint t·lestings bet\~reen the Committee for 
Prograrr~e and Co-ordination and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 
and urges that these mP.etings should be continuedJ bearing in mind that these 

~/ E/4748, annex VII, 

/ ... 
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meetings have proved their value in facilitating understanding and 
co-operation among those dealing • .. lith interagency issues at the 
intergovernmental-and executive leve1s 5 respectively;n~ 

ll. The Connnittee then voted on the draft resolution, as orally revised, and 

the amendments thereto, as follovrs: 

(a) The first amendment of France (see paragr~ph 9 (~) above) was rejected 

by 13 votes to 45, with 27 abstentions. 'Ihe vote, which, at the request of 

Tunisi::i~ was taken by roll-call~ vas as follows: 

Against: 

Afghanistan) Bulgaria, Byelon_:.ssiar. Soviet Socialist Republic, 
France, Hungary 9 Italy, Madagascar~ Pola.nd. 7 Romania 9 Tunisia, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, Yugoslavia. 

Argentina; Australia, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil~ Canada~ 

Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo 
(DGmocratic Republic of)s Denmark, Ecuadorj Finland~ Ghana, 
Guatemala~ Guinea} Guyana., India 9 Indonesia~ Israelj Jordanj 
Maldives, i>lalta~ Mauritania, lJlauritius~ t'.~exico~ Nepal, 
Netherlands, New Zealandj Nigeria, Non~,a:r~ Pakistan, Peru, 
I-hilippines~ Singapore~ Somalia~ IJ"·hailandj Trinidad and 
1robago, Turkey, United Kingdom of' Great Britain and Northern 
Irela.nd, United F.epublic of 'l'cmzania, United States of America, 
Venezuela. 

Abstaininp;: Algeria j liustria, Belgium~ China
3 

Congo (Brazzaville), Dahomey 9 

Ethiopia, Iran, lrd.q, Ireland, Ivory Coast" .Jamaica, Japan} 
Laos, Liberia~ :t-iali, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, 
Sudan 9 Sweden, Syria) Togo, Uganda, United Arab Republic 9 

Upper 'lol ta. 

(b) The second French amendment (see paragraph 9 (b) above) concerning the 

d'?1etion of the W'ord 11thereafter 11 lras rejected by 12 votes to 42j with 

25 abst,entions; 

(c) Ths draft resolution as a 

74 votes to none, with 8 abstentions 

v1hole ~ as or-_Jlly revised, was adopted by 

(see paragraph 16 belmf, dr~ft resolution 

II 

12. At the 1)02nd meeting held on 8 December, the representative of Malta, 

on behalf of the delegations of :J"')11£l,iC§e, Malta and the Fhilippines, introduced 

a d.raft resolution (A/C.2/L.l088/Rev.l), 'clhich read as follows: 

I) . 

/ ... 
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"Having considered the report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme 
and Co-o~.,;·tion, 10/ 

"Noting that it was unable in the time available to give thorough 
consideration to d proposal for more systematic co-ordination of continuing 
activities o:f the United Nations system relating to the seas and oceans, 

"Aware o:f the complexity ·or the co-ordination o:f existing international 
activities with regard to marine science and its applications and that 
the field o:f marine science is only one aspect o:f the existing activities 
o:f the United Nations system relating to t.he seas and oceans, 

"Noting that use by States o:f the marine environment is rapidly 
intensifying and diversifying, 

11 Concerned that present international machinery may not permit a 
prompt, e:f:fective and :flexible response to existing and emerging needs o:f 
States Members of the United Na.tions 

"Recognizing that, in order to avoi.d the overlapping and duplication 
o:f programmes and gaps in competence, a :full, competent and impartial 
review of the existing activities of the United Nations system o:f 
organizations reldting to the seas and oceans may be urgently required, 

"1. Requests the reconstituted Committee :for Programme and 
Co-ordination to examine the need for a comprehensive, competent and 
impartial review of existing activities of the United Nations system 
relating to the seas and oceans in the light of present and emerging 
needs o:f hember States and to make recommendations thereon to the 
General Assembly at its t1ifenty-:fifth session through the Economic and 
Social Council; 

"2. Rccauests the Secretary-General to assist the reconstituted 
Committee :for Programme and Co-ordination in the :ful:film2nt o:f this task; 

"3. Invi.tes the specialized agencies and the intergovernmental 
bodies concerned to extend their full co-operation and assistance to 
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination." 

13. During the discussion, various suggestions were made concerning the draft 

resolution. In addition, the representative o:f the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics proposed that paragraph 1 be amended to read: 

"1. 
Committee 

10/ E/4748. 

ne~ests the Economic and Social Council, acting through its 
for Progrdlllme and Co-ordination~ to examine~ ... , 11 

I ... 
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14. The sponsors revised the draft resolution (A/C.2/L.l088/Rev.2) to take account 

of the amendment by the Soviet Union and of the suggestions made by other 

delegations. The revision contdined the follmving changes: 

(a) A new paragre1ph was inserted behreen the fourth and fifth paragraphs 

of the preamble, which read: 

"Not_:ipg__'!_:i_th apnr':'.ciation the work done in this field by .the organizations 
in the United Nations system, 11 

_; 

(b) In the last paragr.iph of the preamble, the words "competent and 

impartialn were deleted from the phrase 11 a full competent and imp.:-J..rtial review11
; 

(c) Paragraph l was revised to read: 

r:le Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its ore;aniza.tional 
session in-January 1970, to consider instructing the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination, after reconstitution 9 to examine the need 
for a comprehensive review of existing activities of the United Nations 
system relating to the seas and oceans in the light of present and 
emerging needs of Member States~ vith a vievr to making the Committee 1 s 
recommendations available at the forty-ninth session of the Council; 11

; 

(d) In paragraph 2, the word "reconstituted" was deleted. 

15. The Committee, at its' l304tL meeting, voted on the three-Power revised draft 

:resolution and adopted it by 79 votes to !'lone, Hith 9 abstentions (see paragraph 16 

belmi, dra.ft resolution II). 

J6. The Second Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of the fo11mring draft resolution: 
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Recalling its resolution 2188 (XXI) of 13 December 1966 regarding the 

enlargement of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination of the Economic and. 

Social Council ••i th the purpose of undertaking a revie•• of the operational and 

research activities of the United Nations family of organizations in the field of 

economic ancl social development, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1367 (XLV) of 

2 ,\ugust 1968, 

Reaffirming the central role assigned to the Economic and Social Council in 

the economic, social and human rights fields under Chapter X of the Charter of 

the United Nations, 

Noting Economic and Social Council resolution 1467 (XLVII) of 31 October 1969, 

Noting with appreciation the work completed by the Enlarged Committee for 

Programme and Co-ordination with the co-operation of the United Nations Secretariat, 

the specialized agencies, the International :\tomic Energy Agency and other United 

Nations organs and related bodies, 

Having examined the final report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme 

and Co-ordination, 1Jj 
Conscious of the urgent need to ensure the optimum utilization of the 

resources of the United Nations system of organizations in particular by 

concentrating attention on co-ordinated efforts in areas of high priority in the 

context of the international development strategy for the Second United Nations 

Development Decade, 

l. Reaffirms the folloving objectives set out in General Assembly 

resolution 2188 (XXI), vhich should guide the organizations in the United Nations 

systerc in carrying out their research and operational activities in the field of 

economic and social development: 

I ... 
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(a) The maximum concentration of resources, at present and increasing 

levels, on programmes of direct relevance to Member States; 

(b) . .\ flexible, prompt and effective response to the specific needs of 

individual countries and regions, as determined by them, within the limits of 

available resourceSj 

(c) The minimum burden on the administrative resources of Member States and of 

the organizations in the United Nations system; 

(d) 'I'he evolution of an integrated system of long-term planning on a 

programme basis; 

(e) The institution of systematic procedures for evaluating the effectiveness 

of operational and research activities; 

2. Welcomes the report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and 

Co-ordination, 12/ and in particular the document entitled Assistance for Economic 

and Social Development .'wailable from the United Nations System: A Handbook of 

Criteria and Procedures,~ and expresses its appreciation to the Secretary­

General for preparing the rrclear and comprehensive picture 0 of the existing 

operational and research activities 

in the field of economic and social 

of the United Nations 
14! 

development; - 1 

family of organizations 

3. Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its organizational session 

in January 1970, to reconstitute its Committee for Programme and Co-ordination in 

accordance with the recommendation of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and 

Co-ordination; 15 / 

4. Further requests the ~conornic and Social Council as soon as possible 

thereafter to examine and to lteep under contir.uing review the machinery for 

co-ordination and programme review and to introduce improvements or modifications 

which may appear necessary in the light of the experience gained and relevant 

developments >rithin the United Nations system; 

5· Decides to review at its twenty-sixth session the arrangements made by 

the Economic and Social Council in pursuance of paragraphs 3 and 4 above; 

12/ Ibid. 

ill United 

14/ E/lf744, 

15/ E/4748, 

Nations publication, Sales No.: E.69.I.23. 

vols. I and II, E/4744/Add.l and Corr.l. 

chapter II'I, recommendation A. / ... 
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6. Endo:rses the arrangerr:ents fo:r co-operation bet1<een the reconstituted 

Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the Joint Inspection Unit outlined 

in the final report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination; 
16/ 

7. Requests the Secretary-Gene:ral to provide adequate and effective 

secretarial assistance to the reconstituted Committee for Prosramme and 

Co-crd:lnation and keep it informed of relevant developEents within the United 

Nations system of organizationsj 

8. Notes in particular the recommendation concerning the use of computers 

in the United Nations system and recuests the Sec~etary-General to submit, in 

1971, the 

Programme 

report suggested in the 

and Co-ordination)]/ 

final report of the Enlarged Committee fer 

9· Requests the ,Secretary-General, in consultation with the special:lzed 

agencies and other bodies in the United Nations system, to include, as part of 

the report requested by the :Scopomic and Social Ccuncil; in its resolution 

14511. (XLVII) of 8 August 1969, to be submitted at its fcrty-ninth session, 

an examination of the existing Secretariat machinery for providing scientific 

and technical advice in the United Nations system and t~ prepare recorrrr..endations 

for its reorganizaticn in a way which r..rill enable it to contribute most 

effectively to the selection of priori ties and to the planning and programming 

of United Nations activities designed to meet the growing and changing needs of 

the United Nations system) the international ccmmuni ty and of l.vlember countries; 

10. Vlelcomes the practice recently :tni tiated by the Secretary-General of 

holding top-echelon meetings of staff concerned w:ith economic and social affairs 

within the United Nations, including the regional economic commissions and the 

~ami-autonomous organs, and urges the Secretary-General to bring to the attention 

of the Committee for Prograrr~e and Co-ordination any matters discusse1 in these 

meetings '"hich may be· of Interest to it; 

16/ Ibid., paras. 27 and 28. 

H / Ibid., recommendation B, para. 40. 

/ ... 
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11. Welcomes the practice of Joint Meetings between the Committee for 

Programme and Co-ordination and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 

and urges that these meetings should be continued, bearing in mind that they 

have proved their value in facilitating understanding and co-operation among 

those dealing with interagency issues at the intergovernmental and executive 

levels, respectively; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General, as Chairman of the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination, to bring to the attention of all organizations in the 

United Nations system the recommendation of the Enlarged Committee for Prograrr~e 

and Co-ordination for strengthening the present arrangements for co-ordination 

by adoption of more effective procedures for prior consultations on work 
~ . programmes; 

13. Notes the recommendation of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and 

Co-ordination on co-ordination at the national levell2/ and requests the 

Secretary-General to draw to the attention of the members of the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination the reccrmnendation contained in paragraph 80 of the 

final report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme and Co-ordination; 

14. Notes with interest the other matters considered by the Enlarged 
. 20 I 

Committee for Programme and Co-ordination of lts report~ and agrees that 

these proposals should be reviewed by the reconstituted Committee. 

f8/ Ibid., recommendation E. 

19/ Ibid., recommendation F. 

20/ Ibid.. J chapter IV. 

;. .. 
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Having considered the report of the Enlarged Committee for Programme 

and Co-ordination,£!/ 

Noting that the Enlarged Committee was unable in the time available to give 

thorough consideration to a proposal for more systematic co-ordination of 

continuing activities of the United Nations system relating to the seas and 

oceans) 

Aware of the complexity of the co-ordination of existing international 

activities with regard to marine science and its applications and that the field 

of marine science is only one aspect of the existing activities of the United 

Nations system relating to the seas and oceans, 

Noting that use by States of the marine environment is rapidly becoming 

intensified and diversified, 

Noting with appreciation the work done in this field by the organizations 

in the Uni teo_ Nations system, 

Concerned that present international machinery may not permit a prompt, 

effective and flexible response to existing and emerging needs of States Members 

of the United Nations, 

Recognizing that, in order to avoid the overlapping and duplication of 

prograrr@eS and gaps in competence, a full review of the existing activities of 

the United Nations system of organizations relating to the seas and oceans 

may be urgently required. 

l. Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its organizational session 

in January 1970, to consider instructing the Committee for Programme and 

Co-ordination) after reconstitution) to examine the need for a comprehensive 

revie'" of existing activities of the United Nations system relating to the seas 

and oceans in the light of present and emerging needs of Member States, with a 

view to maldng the Committee 1 s reccm;',endations available to the Council at its 

forty-ninth session; 

21/ E/4748. 
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2. nequests the 3ecretary-General to assist the Committee for Programme 

and Co-oTdinat.ion in the fulfilment of this task; 

3. Invites the specialized agencies and the intergovernmental bociies 

concerned to extend theiT full co-operation and assistance to the Committee 

for P:rogramme and Co-ordination. 




