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1. - In the course of thirty meetings held between 20 October and 16 December 1952,
the Fifth‘Cdmmittee considered in detail the budget estimates of the United Naticns
for the financial year 1953 as submitted by the Secretary—General.anH reviewed by
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary GQuestions.

At its 37uth meeting on 16 December 1952, the Committee decided to recommend
approval of appropriations in the total amount of $43,327,700. As an ofFset
againsf estimated 1953 expenditure, the Committee approved at its 373rd meeting an
estimate of Miscellaneous Income of $6,235,200, which amount will sefve to reduce
éorrespondingly the assessment of contributions from Member States te the seventh
annual budget. Estimated net expenditure for 1953 will thus amount to
$h2,089,500. _

2. This amount will be subject to adjustments in acecordance with the terms of
Pinancial Regulation 5.2, estimated as follows:

(2) Supplementary appropriations for the financial year

1952 '$2,450,880
(b) Adjustment consequent on over-estimation of
Miscellaneous Income for the financial year 1952 . 330,000

$2,780,850
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Lessg:

(¢) appropristion to be surrendered under Finencisl
Regulations 4.3 and b.b in vespsct of the
finenclal yesr 1951:

(i) part of the balance standing to the
credlt of surplis account at ‘
31 Tecember 1951 $119, TLh*

(11) anticipated savings dn_ 1iquidetion
of cutstanding 1951 obligations 550,666  § 670,380

Total  $2,110,500

As & resul‘t._of those adjustments, assessment of contributions from Member
States for the. fimancial year 1953 will emount, if appropriations are approved
as mcommended,'to $1Ll+;200,000, as compared with $i2,94k0,000 for 1952, or an
increase of $1,260,000. ' |
3. The Committee hed before 1t, as Pasic working documents, budget estimates
and informaticn ammexes &s sutmitted by the Secretary-Genersl (A/2125 apd Add.1)
and the First Report to the seventh session of the Gemeral Assembly of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questioms (A/2157). In the
course of 1ts proceedings, and in the light of decisions teken in the meantime by
the orgens- coricerned,_ +he 'Comm:lttea also received revised estimates for '
Sectiens 3, 4, 10, 11, 20 and 25, and for Section 5 (Investigations and Imquiries)
ag & result of the su'ﬁmissi on of more detalled estimates for various field missions
for which only a token globel provision had inltielly been presemted. The °
Comittee was required to deal mleo, in the course of its procesdings, with a
nmber of sup;ﬁlémenta.ry items resulting from declsicns teken by other Committess
"of the Gererml Assembly in addition to which it had vefore 1t proposels of the
Secretam-(}eneral and recommendations with z-aspect 'bhere-bo of the Advisory
Commi‘t’l:ee, on the Bize Of the Working Capital Fund.
4. Throughout 1ts meetings, the Committee hed the &ssistance of the Chairman
of the Advisory Committes on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, who, in
accordance with established practice, wes invited to sit with the Committee and

¥  The balance standing to the credit of surplus account at 31 December 1951
was $380,511 (A/2123). At 1ts 373rd meeting the Fifth Cammittes recomendsd
that of that emount a sum of $260,797 be transferred to the Working Capital
Fund. \
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particlpate in ites deliberbtions. The Committee desires to record its high
apprecletion of the help it has received from the Advisory Cormittes Whoge more
than forty reports on metters dealt with by the Fifth Committee durlng the
geventh session greatly facilitated the successful completion of a lengthy and
difflicult agenda.

5. Thils report 1s not intended to be an exhenstlve review of the Committeets
budgst discussions, & more detailed summary of which, including the poinmts of
view expressed by individual delegations, is comteined in the offlicial records.
Tts purpose 18 to provide & synopeis of the maln points emsrging fran the
Commithee's discusslion of the budget propeosals for the flranclal yeaxr 1953.

6. The Committes followed pagt practice by having a generel discussion of the
budget as & whole, including related administrative amd finenciel ipsues. The
Generel discussion ﬁas preceded by stetements made by the Secretary-General and
the Chairman of the Advisory Committee. The Secretary-General, after
empheelizing that it was his purpose, in preparing the budget estlmates, to go as
fer as he could to meet the desire for econmmy, amncunced that he would not
contest many. of the reductlions totalling $593 ,'700 which the Advisory Committee
had proposed, although he hoped ‘i:ha_-b any redvctions which the Fifth Ccoml ttee
might nltimately confirm would not be zecccmpenied by rigld restricetions. He
hed, however, commemts on the other reductions, totalling $397,200, proposed by
the Advisory Cormittee and would ask, in scme cases, for an appropriation at the
level of his estimates and in others for a defemént of & final dfacisioﬁ until
later during the Assembly when he would be =ble to give further relevant
information. TReservations were also made by the Secretary-Gemeral with respect
to reductions proposed in the eptimates for transportation facilities and for
common staff costs. Expenaitures under common staff costs fell, for the most
part, autamaticelly under existing regulations and rules in addition to which
recent develorments arlsing from thé Parkwey Villege pettlement and from the
reccumenidations of the Selection Committee on Temporary Contrects led him to
belisve that 1t would be under~-budgeting to reduce hig originel estimates.

7. The Chalrman of the Advisory Commi ttee, in introduclng his Committests
report, polnted out thet the total éf the reductions hils Committes hed recommended
wasg lower than in any prsvious year and added thet this wes due not to relaxzed
vigilance on the part of the Committee, but to the fact thet the Secretary-Gemsyal
had thig year submlitted a better budget. He belisved that the rs'port:s ol the

. '\_
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Advisory Commilttes, which formed'e continuous serles, should not only provide =
bagis each year for the discussion of the budeget estimates, but alsd garve to
sumphasize certain principles for the guidance of the Secretary-General and for
the effleient working of the Secretariat.  His Commitbee had frequently drawn
ettention to the nscessity for a clear separation of powers;~ the importance of
a versetlle Secretariat; +the nesd for close-co-ordination within and between
the United Nations and the Specialized Agencles; and the necesaity for
determining a propsr ratioc of expenditure as bstween.Hbadduartera and regloral
offices. The Advisory Committes hed also repeatedly preséed for the strictest
control of official travel, for a curtailment of expenditure for temporary
essistance and consultants, and for a restriction on the volums of documentation.
Expressing his satisfaction at the fact thet the Secretary-Gemeral 41d not, for
the most part, conmtest the Advisory Committee's recamendations, he sald thet
these recommendations, inﬁéfar as they releted to ecomomic and 'social actlvitles,
were of a provisional nature pending sultmissicn of supplemsntery informatlon
concerning the décisions of the Economic and Social Councll and examinatioﬁ of
the aquestion of a re-ofganization of the Secretariat In general and these
departments in particular. While the Committee recommended & reduction in the
estimates for publications, it bad pointed out thet "a reduction in the volume
of documemntation is not & mattsr which can be acccmplished by the Secretariat
action alone, bub that; in lts opinlon, delegations could themselves contribute
to the successful achlevemsnt of thelaims of Geneyal Assembly Resolution 593 (vI)
by & studied effort to carry cut 1ts terms."”

8. The keynote of the geﬁeral discussion which followed was an emphasis by
most of these participating on the continuing upwerd trend of eXpenditures and
the need for seeking a still greater meagure of budgetary stebilizetion. Whilethere
wes  wldesprcad appreciaticn . of the efforts made In this divection by the
Advigory Committee and by the Secretery-General himself, the Importance wes
gtressed of the United Nations meking itself an exempls of affiéiency, econcwy
and.eimpliciny to national administrations. This cbJjectlve, 1t was suggested,
could best be accomplished by putting first things firﬁt, by continuously
reviewing fhe organization and work of the Secretariat and conﬂt&ntiy geekling to
improve its methods of operation. Certain delegations reaffirmed the view
previously expregsed in meetings of the Fifth Ccmmittee that the objective should
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be to operate within a predetermined budget ceiling mnd sugsested that ssrious
consideration be given to the ssteblishment of $35,000,000 net ag an '
approyvriate target. This was sought to be achieved by sffecting econcmies,

in eddition to those proposed by the Advisory Committes, particularly in staff
coste and the slimiration of certain activitiss which were deemed to be
Incompatible with the principles and pfovisions of the Charter. Other
delegations, vho were equally desilrous of economy, did not consi@er a pre-
determined budget celling practicable or necessaerily desirable. The unlversal
desire for a gtabilized budget d1d not mean that it should be made inflsxible to
a haxﬂﬁvl'degxee, and serious misglvings wers expressed as to whether such
measures would not Impair the work of vital services and hamper ﬁhe execution of
egrential progremmes. Svuch an approach, it was feared, might,cut too dseply
into ewsential expernditures without pruning sufficiently thosme of & less
importent or urgent character. Many Members therefore felt thet a sounder way
of effecting econamy and achleving an adsquate degree of gtabllity might e to
examine propossd acti?ities, one by one, with a view to the restriction of those
which lend themsélves to curtailment or postponsment without hermful
COnSeqUoOnCet. |

9. Subjec% to these general reservations, the specific recormendations made
by the Advisory Ocmmittes in ite report om the 1953 budget estimates wore
generally supported. fn same instences, however, doubt was expressed asg to
whether the reductions proposed ﬁight not Impair services or actlvities which
soms delegatlons considé;ed should be meinteined at least at the 1952 level of
expenditure. In this comnexion, repeated reszenbgs were made to the cogt of
public Information sctivities. It was egreed that the effsctivensss of the
Orgenizatlon, asg an instrument of intermational peace and security; ghould e
measured by Ita positivé achievements rether than by the publicity given to
them. At the seme time, the view was strongly held that the peoples ol the
world, on whosq;inforiéd-and Insistent dupport the continuing success of the
Organization so largely depended, must be kept fully informed of its aims and
actlvities. It was urged that while the Sub-Committes appolnted at the lash
gegslon to review basic principles By which the Secretary-General should be guided
in framing piblic information estimates had performed & useful task, the

. regponsibllity of deciding the level at which such activities should e maintained,

wag one which necessarlly restsd with the Gemeral Assembly itself.
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10. Other directions in which sconomies were sought included the costs of
temporary assistance, consultants, officlel travel end the expenses of meetings
hold awey from Hemdguerters. On the lagt item, a mumber of delegetions thought
that with the new Hesdquarters fully equipped and aveilsble, the holding of
meetings away from. Hesdquarters should be discouraged. The view was also
expressed, hcme;rem, that reductions in the costs of meetings couwld be achleved
by careful plamning and scheduling of meetings with a view to the maximum
utilizatlon of avellable facllities both at Headduarters and in Geneva, and not
by restricting meetings to Headquarters alonmse. Special atitention wae called
to the comments and suggestions made by the Advisory Commilttee in Chapter 1l of
its first report of 1952 (A/2157) with refersnce to temporary assistance,
consultants and the offices of Assistent Secretaeries-Gensral and directors.
Thesge suggestions were welccmed ag furnishlng the framevork of a policy within
which the cammendsble efforts already mede by the Secretary-Gensral to roduce
such coste to an egsential minlmum might e further developsd.

«11. The subject of re-orgeanizatlon of the Secretariat flgured prominently in
the general discussion. Same delegatlons volced regret that fhe benafits of
re-organiza'tiori, particulerly as regards the Departments of Economlic and Sceial
Affalrs and the Technlcel Assistance. Adminlstration, on which the Secretary-
General had been requested to report, had not been reflected In the budget
egtimates for 1953. It wae hoped, however, that the Coanmittee®s subsequent
exemlination of the proposale for re-orgenization sutmitted by the Secrcla-bary-
General. . would lead %o effective econcmiss in the comling years. In the same
comtext, the suggestion was meds that the relationshlp between the reglonsl
economic comissions end Headgusrters should be kept counstantly under review to
provent umnecessery or avoldable exﬁenses. The regionel economlc comissions
might with advantage concentrate thelr resources on é. sraller mmbey of welle
chopen Fields of activity since multiplication of activities involved the
dsnger of overlapping and duplication with work being done at Headquerters.

12. The point was mede by severel delega‘lﬁionﬂ in the course of thelr cbservatlons
on the gemrai budgetary oituation, that respounsibility for contimning increases
in expenditure did not reet with the Secretary-General alone. On the coutrary,

such 111%%‘6&'.888 a8 haed in fact occurred, arose for the mousk rort fram decislons
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taken by United Nations bodies themselves, The Secrctary-CGeneral had no
alternative other than to interpret in his budget estimates the financial
implications of such declsions. While the Secretary-General could do much in
the future as he had done in the past, towards achieving the desired budgetary
ob/ectives, much more depended, in the last analysis, on the willingness and
gbility of Member Governments to pursue consistent and co-ordinated policies

‘n the various Couneils » .C_ommissions and Committees of the United Nations on
vhich they are represented.

13, During the dlscusslons, the Fifth Committee had referred back o the
Acvisory Committee two specific items on which that Committee had already made
1ts recommendations, The first was the estimate for the passenger cars of the
Organization, the second the estimates for public information activities,

1, At the 366th meeting, the Chairmen of the Advisory Committee recalled that
at a previous meeting he had made, on behalf of the Advisory Commitiee, certain
comments on thls procedure since hls Committee had reached its declsions only
after exhaustive consideration, He stated that the Advisory Coumrittee , while
ready at all times to facilitate tbe. Fifth Committee!s work, wondered whether
that new procedure, which had twice been followed during the present sesslon,
might not conflict with the Advisory Committeets terms of reference., He -
thought further that the Fifth Committee would wish to know the actual procedures
of, budgetary examination followed tr the Adyisory Comittee.

15. Before making any recommendatin to the General Asseribly, the Advisory
Committee Invariably reguested the tlews of the Secretary-General. An opportunity
was presented to the Secretary-Genemnl or to his representative of setting befcre
the Advisory Committe ell relevant cmsiderations =~ administrative, budgetary,
firancisl znd other. ‘Thus, before tle Advisory Commitiee reached 1ts decision -
which wes invariably taken i1 executlre session -~ the Secretary-General had
made kriown his views to the Committee, In all cases where a recommendstion of
the Advisory Committee was at variance with a proposal of the Secretary-General,
that recommendation was made in the full knowledge of the Sec_re‘ca_ry-(}enerai!s ,
attitude, and detailed reascns for the recommendation were given in its report,
It then rewmained for the General Aesenbly or the FiIfth Committee to choose
tetyesn the two views g Or, 1if they so wished, not to concur ir either. Undew
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its terms of reference the Advisory Committee was bound,‘when examining the
Secretary=-Generalls budget estimates, to rely on objJective criteria., It was
therefore obvious that to request a solution agreeable to both, set up a new
principle at varisnce with‘the proeese of objective budget scrubiny. In brief
the Advisory Committeels attentlon would be‘divertéq_from exact criteria and
the Committee invited to play the role of friendly arbltrator., The Advisory
Committee would therefore be grateful if the Fifth Committee, in view of

that statutory position, would reserve to itself alone, the role of arbitrator,
or alternatively, would continue as formerly, to reach its decisions solely on
the merits of submissions made respectivély by the Secretary-General and the
Advisory Committee, Members of the Fifth Committee regarded thils statement as
laying down a principle of general application by which the Committee should be
guided in the future.

Global Reductlon in the 1953 total appropriations

16. At its 352nd meeting, after consideration of a provisional forecast on
Menbers assessments for 1953 distributed by the Secretary-General (4/C.5/L,182),
the delegation of the United Kingdom submitted a proposal that the Committes
should reques. the Secretary-General to make recommendations for its consideration
on the second reading, which would reduce the totai‘apprqpriation requesfed for
1953 to a maximm of $U48,700,000, gross. It was explained that on the evidence
then available, the likely level of assessment would be some $2,000,000 above
that of 1952, The United Kingdom delegation suggested that the'Secretary-General
should be asked to meke savings of the order of $755,000, which would produce

a provisional assessment of $44,5C0,000; that swm, although being substantially
higher than the 1952 level, would still make ample allowance for such special
expenses as the higher amortizacion charge on the Headquarters loan and also for
additicnal funds needed for Headquarters Construction Costs, It was further
suggested that the Fifth Commlttee should neither apply particular reductions

to particular chapters, nor fix an arbitrary meximum ceiling for expenditure,

but should teqyest the Secretary-General’to meke the necessary savings by

making over all admlnlstrative cuts “across the board" and himgelf inform the
Committee how such savings could be distributed,

3



17. A vide measure of support for the United Kingdom mroposal was expressed.

Some mewbers, however, were concerned at the precedent it might establish.

They considered thet an "across the board" cut might restlt in the elimination or
curtailment of measures which had considereble support among members, or
precipitate o series of bargainings on the second reading which would be out of
keeping with the Committee!s responsibilities, Beveral represeﬁtaiives stressed
that the Commilttee should not look on its tmsk es being merely to reduce
appropriations, but should regard itself as‘having an obligation to ensure that
any funds appropristed were used in the most economical and retionsl way possible.
They considered it illogical for the Copmittee to invite the Secretvary-General to
suggest additional reductions,'before it had teken a finsl decigion on the Advisory
Committee!s originel recommendations.

18. At the Committee'!s 355th meeting, the Secretary-General expressed his
egreement with the underlying purposes of the United Kingdom proposal end undertook
to submit recommendations on the second reading which would give effect to it. BHe
suggested that meanwhile the Fifth Committee follow its noxmal procedure and deal
with the Advisory Committee's reccommendations on the initial estimates as it
always had done. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee wholly agreed with this
view, since it was not open to the Advisory Committee to submit'recommendations
having politicel implications, these being fullly within the jurisdiction of the
Fifth Committee. He explained that in the perticular situation erising from the

- United Kingdom proposal, the Sceretary-General would prepare a report for
exemination by the Fifth Coumittee. During that examinamtion, certain directives
could if necessary, be lssued by the Fifth Committee to serve as a basis for the
Advisory Committeel's subsequent recommendations on how best to attain the sat
objective without impairing the United Nations work. The Committee adopted, by 4b
votes to none, with 6 agbstentions, the proposal of the United ﬁingdom, émended in
accordance with a suggestion by the United States delegation.

19. At its 3T7lst meeting the Committee referred to the Advisory Committee the
proposels made by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/526) pursusnt to ite previous
decislon and considered at its 375rd meeting both the Secreﬁarj—General's report
and the thirty-seventh report of the Advisory Commlttee upon it (A/2306). The
Secretary-Generalls report emmersated two groups of items totalling $303,150,



which had eppeared in the Secretary-General's provisional forecast of mewmbers
agsessments but which had been since eliminated by the Fifth Committee and which
left a balance of $431,850 if the target of $7§5,qoo were to be achieved. The
Secretary-General!s report also indicated how he proposed to achieve reductions in
this amount without impairing any of the substantive programmes of the United
Nations.* The Secretary-General requestéd some Flexibility effecting the
reductions and proposed that the total sum of $431,850 be deducted from the budget
under a new section 33, "global reductions to be achleved on various sections of
the budget". He asked for authority to administer as a unit the total credit for
travel on official business, for which an over-all reduction of $25,000 had been
proposed.

20. 1In its report, the Advisory Committee expressed its high eppreciation of the
manner in vwhich the Secretary-CGenersl had complied with the requést of the Fifth
Committee and its view that his proposals were in sccord with the intent ot the'
Fifth Committee’s resolutlion. The Advisory Commiﬁtee accordingly recommendsd that
the total 1953 éppropriaﬁion should be reduced By the sum of $431,850 proposed by
the Secretary-General, and concurred in the procedure suggested to secure that

reduction.

2l. During the examination of the specific proposals the delégation of New Zezsland

proposed that an additional $8,000 be provided in order to permit two interne
training programmes in 1953 instead of .one as suggested by the Secretary-General.
This motion wag adopted by 17 votes to 3, with 15 abstentions.

22, In the light of the ebove conslderations, the Committee, at its 373rd meeting,
agreed by 35 votes to none, to adopt the following proposals:

(1) that provision be made under a new Section 33 for global reduction in
the 1953 appropriations of $423,850;

(11) that a sub-paragraph be added to the draft appropriation resolution
authorizing the Secretary-General to apply this global reduction under
Section 35 to the various Sections of the budget;

(1ii) thet a further sub-paragraph be added to the appropriation resclution
authorizing the Secretary-General "to administer as a unit the
appropriatlon provided in the various Sections in Part III of the budget
for travel on official business”.

The delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics supported the
reduction, but was categorically opposed to a budget ceiling for 1953 of
$48, 700,000,

* Proposed reductions included: delayed recruitment and staff replacement
($224,350); contractual arrengements and maintensnce ($72,000); supplies,
services end other items ($61,000); +trainees and internes prograsmes {($49,500)
and official travel ($25,000). -




Matters arising from decisions taken at the Pourteenth Session of the
Feonomic and Social Council

23, The Committeetls action on the various budgetary appropriations necessary
to inmplement the décisions of the fourteenth session of the Economlc and
Social Council ere dealt with, for the most part, in the following pages of
this report under the appropriate section heading in which the sums would fall
in the budget., Certain points of general applicability or which affect more
than. one sectlon of}ﬁhe 1953 budget may be conveniently summarized at this
stage. 'The first relates to the decision of the Ecénomic and Social Council to
hold i1ts sixteenth sesslon at Geneve. in 1953 and a similar decision regarding
the ninth session of the Commlssion on Human Rights. The Committee considered at
Ate 354th and 355th meetings the firancigl implications of these decisidns based
upon estimates submitted by the Advisory Committee in its eighth report (4/2245),
2k, The President of the Economic and Social Councll, addressing the
Committee, recalled that the Council at its 657th plenary meeting had adopted
a French proposal to designate Geneva as the venue for the sixteenth session

of the Council and he reviewed the chief arguments adduced for and against

that propesal during the Councill's session. Those representatives supporting

3 regpest for additional credits’ﬁo_implement the Councilt's deeclsion emphasized
the desirabllity of a reasonable decentralization of sessions and stressed that
it was eséential t0 make the fullest use, both of the staff and of the
facilitles in the United Nations Office at Geneva. They were also of the
opinion that it was pogsible to accomplish a heavier workioad in the same
veriod as compared with New York during the surmer months, They recalled also
that the specialized agencies had urged the holding of the Council's session

at Geneva and the Fifth Committee was constantly belng asked to ansure ecloser
co-operation between the United Nations and the speciallzed agencles.

25. Representatives opposing tﬁe'reqnest for supplementary credits siressed
the point that the facilities at Headquarters vere entirsly sufficient and
ghould be fully utilized; the reasons for holding the sesslons away from
Headquarters should be so substantial that they outwelghed the financial,
administrative and other disadvantages to Governments and the dislocation of
the secretariat resulting from decentralization cf its activities. It was




pointed out that the Councll would accomplish just as much work ﬂf it met at
Heédquarters and since 1953 will be a @ifficult year fron a finan%ial poiat

of view, the additional expendlture caused by the Councllts meeting in Geneva
would add a burden which the 1953 budget could not easily'support, Some of
these represenfatives stated that their opposition related to the yeﬁr 1953
only pending the acceptance of a well drafied plan for the most effective use
of the facilities available, both at the Geneva Office and at Headquarters, and
an_appropriafe pattern of conferences for all United Natlons organs,

26, ‘In the 1light of thls exchange of views, the Fifth Committee took the
following decislons:

1. It approved the Advisory Committeelts recommendation for an

sppropriation of $120,000 distrivuted between Section 3 and Bection 20

ag représenting the estinated cost of holding the sixteenth session oflthe
Economic and Social Coumcil at Geneva.iﬁstead of at Headquarters by

17 votes to 14, with 11 abstentions,

2, Tt approved an additional eppropriation of $40,000 as recommended - {
by the Advisory Committee for distribution between Section 3 and

Section 20 as representing the cost of holding the Commission on

. was adopted by 18 votes to 13, with 11 abstentions.
27. The second question related to ECOSOC resolution 2 (XTV), whereby
Council decided *to appoint for an expefimental period of one year end In a
personal capacity, a rapporteur on matters relating to freédom of information,
The Secretary-General had included in his estimate of $8,800, a provision of
$2,500 to cover payment of an honorarium.  The Advisory Commlttee in its
eighth report (A/EE#B) had recalled that only in exceptional cases had the

General Assembly concurred in the payment of honoraria for work performed on

Human Rights at Geneva instead of at Headquarters, This recommendation
|
|
|

behalf of the United Nations and had stated its preference, in the present

case for a provision on a.per‘diem.basis witﬁih a mgxiﬁa¢of $2,000, recomending
a total estimate of $8,300, There was general recognition that the imporiant
guestion was not the sun involved but whether any subsldiary organ of the
General Assembly should have the right to appoint a rapporteur on the
understanding that an honorarium would be paid, The Committee at its 356th
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Ieeting approved a proposal of the United States ‘o restore the egtimate o
its original level of $8,8C0 in the specific instance before it. AU the same
time, however, it referred to the Advisory Committee a drafi resolution also
proposed by the delegation of the United States (4/C.5/L.187) which would
ingtruct all organs of the United Nations to obtain prior General Asseubly
approval before taking decislons which would involve copmliments o pay
honoraria,

28, The Committee considered the Advisory Committee's sixteenth report
(a/226l) Gealing with this gquestion at its 366th meeting., 'The representative
of the United States withdvew the proposal previously made on behalf of his
delegation in favour of an alternative text proposed in the Advisory Committeets
report which would suggest that fhe General‘ﬁssembly should express 1ts -
recognition of the fact that the appointment of a person ﬁs rapporteur of

a United Nations body confers honour'upon his country and distinétion upon
himself, and that no such appointment shouid carry remmeration, It was
explained that this text was designed to lay emphasis on the purposes
contemplated in the United States draft resolution, by underlining the
principle that the office of rapporteur in the United Netilons, being aﬁ office
of honour, not profit, carries no émolumenté. Most of the merbers taking part
in the discussion, endorsed the principle underlying the proposed text but
some, without dissenting from the view that no commitment could be entered
into except with the prior consent of the General -Assembly, considered that
cases should be judged on their merits and that the text proposed was too
rigid. ‘It was agreed that remuneration should not be understood as meaning
subsistence allowances for the payment of which there existed valid reascns,
29. 1In the 1light of its discussion the Committee approved the draft
resolution proposed by the Advisory Committee by 46 votes to 0, with 2
abstentions, and accordingly recomuends to the General Asseribly adoption of
the draft resolution which 1s inecluded at the end of this report.

30. The thifd question arlsing from consideration of the financial implications
of resclutlons of the Feonomic and Social Counell, concerns the budgetary

provisidn necessary for the financing of groups of experts reporting to the
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Council and its functional commissions, The Advisory Commlttee had stressed
the importahce of preliminary work being done to the fullest extent possible
pefore hand by the specialist staff menbers of the United Nations and,

where necessary, in consultatlon with specialist staff members of any
specialized agency concerned in the study, in order to reduce to a minimum
the length of the seséion of any expert group, Payment of fees In addition
to travel and subsistence expenses to memwbers of Commlsslons and Committees,
whether serving as experts or in a representative capaclty, could not, In
the opinion of the Advisory Commititee, be reconciled with the principles
adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 231 (III) and reaffirmed
in resolution 459 (V). In this commexion, the Fifth Committee noted the
intention of the Becretary~leneral to endeévour ﬁo secvre the sgervices of
members of these groups on the bagis of payment of subsistence allowances
only, and not to pay additional remuneration, unless such payment was essential

to secure the services of a particular person.

Proposed exchange of propertics hetween the United Nations and the Competent
authorities of the Republic and Canton of Geneva

31. At Its 366th meeting, the Committee considered a proposal from the
Secretary-General (A/C.5/510) concerning the proposed exchange of two
properties adjoining the Palais des Nationms, Those properties were "le Chene'
at present owned by the United Nations, and "le Bocage"” which the Republié

of Swltzerlend and the Canton of Geneva had recently purchased from a priveate
owner., The Cormilttee had before it in this commexion the fourteenth report
of the Advisory Committee (A/2262), which emphasized the fact that protection
of the emenities of the Palais was a matter of considerable importance to
Mewmber States, and that the proposed exchange, which was the outcome of
negotiations and formal agreement with the cantonal authorities, would afford
a safeguard against the commercial development of any part of the properties
surrounding the Palais des Nations. The Advisory Committee had considered the
financial implications of the exchange on the assumption that the conclusions

given‘by the Secretary-General had been corroborated by local technical experts, -ﬁ

Ty
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and 1ts report gave the Commitiee details indicating that the two properties
were consldered to be of substantially the same value, The Advisory Committee
considered that the possibility of establishing the permanent Headguarters of
the World Meteorological Orgenization at "le Bocage", which was suitable for
conversion int¢ office accommodations, should not be overlocked, and the
Fifth Committee was informed by the representative of the Secretary-General
that that suggestion would be studied in consultation with the World
Meteorological Crgawization, In the light of the information submitted and on
the understanding that the negotiations could be concluded without financial
outlay, the Fifth Committee approved the recommendations of the Advisory |
Committee in regard to this guestion, by L0 votes to nome, with 5 abstentions,
Increase in the amount of the Working Capltal Fund

32.  The Ccmmittee had before it a proposal from the Secretary-General
(4/C.5/515) to retain in the Working Capital Fund the balance of surplus
account as at 31 December 1950 ($1,239,203) which had been temporarily
transferred to the Working Capital Fund at the sixth session of the Assenbly
and the balance of surplus account as at 31 December 1951 ($580,5ll). This
proposal was submitted o the Advisory Committee which in its twenty-first
report (4/2273) expressed the opinion that the level of the Working Capital
Fund was somewhat too low for the needs of the organizﬁtion and concurred in
the proposals of the SeGretary-Geheral.

33. 'The Reports of the Secretary-General and the Advisory Commititee were

considered by the Fifth Committee at ilts 367th meeting., While some rembers
were opposed to any'increase in the Fund above $20 million, the majority
agreed with the recommendation of the Advisory Committee to retain in the
Fuﬁd the balance of surplus account at 31 December 1950. This proposal was
approved by 39 votes to 8, with 2 abstentions, The Committee, however, by
1T votes to 11 with 21 abstentions, approved a French proposal to defer until
the second reading a decision in the proposal regarding the transfer of the
balance of surplus account at 31 December 1951 ($380,511),

34. At the 373rd meeting of the Committee, a proposal was made by the
delegation of France that the amount of the Working Capital Fund be fixed for
1953 at $21,500,000, by transferring to the Fund a part only {namely,$260,797)
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of the balance of surplus account at 31 December 1951 and leaving the
remainder ($ll9,flh) t0 be offset against the contributions of Member States for
1953, The representative of the Secretary-General said thaet he would not
raise any objectlon to the proposal which was then approved by 28 votes to

6 with 2 abstentions.

35. At 1ts 36T7th meeting, the Committee also gave consideration to a proposal
by the delegation of Australia which was related both to certain aépects of
the problem of the size of the Working Capital Fund and to the proposal of the
Secretary-General for an eppropriation of $1,000,000 under Section 31(a) of
the budget Tor the financing of Headéparters construction costs. The
Australian proposal was that the amount of $1,000,000 be included in Section
31(a) of the budget on first reading but that a Working Group of the Fifth
Committee be appointed to discuss with menmber governments the extent to which
firm undertakings could be given that all or a substantial part of thelr
contributions could be paid in the first half of 1953, If the discussion of
the Working Group showed that contributions likely to be received in the
early part of 1953 would make possible the temporary financing of all
Headguarters construction costs out of the Working Capitel Fund, the ltem

of $1,000,000 might be eliminated, The Australian proposal was approved by

36 votes to 5 with 6 abstentions, following which the Chairman appointed a
Working Group consisting of the representative of Denmark as Chalirmen an& the
representatives of Australia; Egypt, Mexico, Norway, Pakistan and Foland.

36. The Working Group held three meetings, in the course of which it held
discussions with representatives of member countries, teking as a basis the
replies submitted in response to the enguiries instituted by the Secretary-
General as a result of the adoption of General Asserbly resolution 585 (VI).
That resolution, in paragraph 6, had invited member states to examine methods
whereby within the limits of their constitutional processes a substantial
rroportion of ﬁhéir contributions would be paid within the first quarter of
each year, The responses of member governments to this invitation are
surmarized in a report of the Secretary-General (4/C.5/516).

57. The Chairman of the Working Group, Mr, Finn T,B. Friis (Denmark)
submitted a report from the Working Group (4/C.5/539). 'he report indicated
that on the basis of replies submitted by governments in response ta

General Assembly resmlution 585 (VI) and the.statements made to the Working Group,




the Secretary-General estilmeted that approximately 27.79 per cent of the total
1953 contributions might be expected during the first six months of that year
as compared with 19.13 per cemt of the 1952 contributions actuelly collected
during the first six months of 1952. The report also drew attention to the
relationship of the volume of arrvears to the problem vhich it had under
consideration.
38. The report of the Wdrking Group was congsldered at the 374th meeting of the
Fifth Committee. The vepresentative of the Secretery-Gensral stated that
while he appreciated the work of the Working Group and the co-opsration of
goverments which h&d given undertaking regarding the early ;paymenf of the
contributions, he did not consider it would be safe either to reduce the size
of the Working Capitel Fund or fo eliminate any part of the appropriation under
Section 31(&) of the budget. A tentetive estimate of ‘expenses likely to arise
in the first half of 1953 indicated that, 1f contributions in the first half
of 1953 were recelved in accordance with thé undertekings given to the Working
Group, the balance in the Working Capital Fund as at 30 June 1953 would not be
greatly In excess of three million dollars. He thought that such & margin was
insufficient to .justif‘y 'i;he Secretary-General's agreelng to any proposal which
might have the effect of decreasing the cash resources availeble., He thought,
however, that the position might be reviewed at the eighth session of the Assembly
in the light of tils actual record of contributions In 1953, especilally slnce
comcern had been expressed on the rate of peyment In relatlon to the size of
the Working Capital Fund end the demands upon it.

' The Committee accordingly decided to leave the Tull emount of $1 million
in Section 31{a} of the budget.

Other matiers

39. In ite report to the General Assembly under item 62 of the ‘agsnda, the
adoption of Spanish &8 a working languege for the Economic and Social Council
and its functional commissions (4/2283), the Committee advised the General
Apgembly that antlclpated expenditures for this purpose .d.uring 1953 could be
held within e maximm of $350,000, A%t the second reeding of the estimates, the
Comnittee confirmed this totel sum in the appropriaste sectlonal amounte as
indicated by the Saératar;y-(}eneral, in his sumﬁary of the budget situation
(a/c.5/538).

k0, The Committes's conclusions upon Individual sections of the 1553 budeet
ars recorded in the fbllo‘wing part of this report.
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Section 1 - The General Asgsembly, Commissions and Committees

At its 365th meeting, the estimate of $640,000, recommended by the Advisory
voundttee in its first report to the seventh session of the General Asgenbly
(8/2157), was unsnimously epproved in first reading. At the same meeting a
supplementary eppropriation of $7 ,lba_o- was approired. in i'eapect of a meeting of the
Internationel Law Commission at Geneva. during 1953. At the 352nd meeting, a
Further $3,000 was approved to provide for hire of a csr for the President during

sesglons of the General Assembly.

The Committee's decision, at its 360th meeting, to appropriate under other
relevent Sections of the budget, a total smount of $350,000 to permit the use of
Spanish &8 s third working language by the Bconomic end Social Council and its
functional commissions made possible s reductlon of $’+‘? ,000 in the epproprietion -
as finally approved ($603,400) for this Section. —

Section 2 - The Security Council, Commissions and. Commuittees

At 1ts 365th meeting, the Committee approved without 6b,jection the
maintenance of the Section pro forms in the 1953 budget, noting that the necessery
sums for printing the official records of the Securlty Council were provided for
in Section 25 - Offlcial Records.

Section 3 - The Economic and Social Council, Commissions and Commitiees

The Secrétary-General's original estimates for this Section having been
prepared before the fourteénth session of the Economic and Soclal Council, revised
estimates were submitted to the Committee at its 356th meeting (A/C.5/498 end
Add.1), in addition to which the Committee had before it the elghth report of the
Advisory Committee (4/2245), recommending s totael provision under Section 3 of
$219,900.

The Committee rejected two proposals of the Union of Soviet Soclalist
Republics; the first, to reduce the estimates by & sum of $6,100 in respect of
the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee of Experts on Prevention of Crime end Trestment of
Offenders (28 votes to 6, ,with 18 sbstentions) ; the second, to reduce the
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eatiﬁates by a sum of $30,000 in respect of the Ad Hoc Committee ¢n Forced Labour
(b1 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions).

The Committee's discussion on the requisite budgetary provis%on.for holding
the sixteenth session of the Economic and Social Council and the ﬁinth session of
the Commission on Human Rights during 1953 in Geneva, is dealt‘wigh in paregraphs
23.% sbove. For these pﬁrposes an gdditlonal appropriation of $76,000 was
accepted. The Committes next approved specificélly'and‘without oﬁjection:a
provision of $30,600 for meetings at Headquexrters during 1953 of %he'Commission on
the Status of Wemen, the Socimsl Commission snd the Statistical Coﬁmission, and &
further provision of.$25,000 for the Committee on the Finencing of Economic
Development of Under-Developed Countries. By 30 votes to 6, with'll abstentions,
an eppropriation of $5,8b0 for the purpose of implementing resolution b2 (XIV) of
the Economic and Social Couneil concerning. the appointment of a Répporteur on
matters relating to freedom of information, was also gpproved. “

Provision for the remaining items on the 1953 Council programme as originally
estimated by the Secretary-General and concurred in by the Advisowy Committes,
together with the ltems noted above, involved a totel appropriatidn for Section 5
of $220,400, which was approved at Tirst réading without objection.

Consequent on the distributionlof the totel estimated costs of the adoption
of Spanich as & third working langusge of the Economic end Socisl Council end its
functional commissions this total was increased on second readiné”by $31.,800, aud
by & further $11,000 under the resclution adopted by the Genersl Assembly &t 1ts
seventh session with reépect to the finsncing of economic Qevelqpqent through the
esteblishment of fair and equitable International prices for prim#ry commﬁdities
and ‘through the execution of national programmes of integrated ecénomic
development. .

A final sppropriation for Section 3 in the emount of $263,200 was therefore
confirmed during the sgecond reading of the estlmates.

Section 3 (a) - Permanent Central Opium Boerd snd Narcotic Drugs Supervisory Body

At its 356th fieeting, the Comiiittee spproved, without objecticns, the
estimate of $20,000 recomrended by the Advisory Committee for Section 3 (a}.
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Sections 3 (b), 22 and 23 - Regional Economic Commission for Asia end the Far Fast
and Tatin Americ;a

At its 356th meeting, the Committee considered the budgetary proviesion for
meetings of the Reglonal Economic Commission during 1953 (Section 3 (b)), end at
1ts 35Uth meeting, the budgetary provision for the supporting Secretarist of the
two regional economic commlesions Ffor Asis and the Far East and for Letin America
(Sections 22 and 23).

In its consideration of these estimates, particuler atiention was drawn to
paragrapbs 18 and 146 of the first report of the Advisory Committee (A/2157).

The Fifth Committee endorsed the views of the Advisory Committee that in submitting
the estimates for 1954 the Secretary-General should ;I.nd.ica.te the feasibility of
meeting any continuing expansion of activity in the regions by a steady if not
strictly proportionate contraction at Headquarters. In the light of its review,
the Committee approved unenimously at first reading, the estimates recommended by
the Advisory Committee; as followe: |

Section 3 (b), $96,000;  Section 22, ECAPE Secreteriat - $1,030,000; Section 23 -
ECLA Secretariat, $866,000.

s

Section 4 - Trusteeship Council, Commissions and Committees

At its 372nd meeting, the Comit‘bee considered the estimates for Section 4
relating specifica:l_‘l.y 'bo reqmrem.ents for the 1953 Visiting Mission to Trust

Territories in the Paciific. Fellowing decision of the Trusteeship Council the
Secretary-General had submitted proposals for am appropriation of _$59 #900
(a/c.5/929). The Aﬂvitory Committee had recommended & totel of $55,000 {4/2300),
indicating thet a reduq:'tion of one, in the proposed number of Secretarist
officinls a.ccompa.nying the Mission, should be possible., Members of the Commitiee
discussed in detail the, work vwhich the 1953 Vislting Mission would e required to
eccomplish, and althquéh the Commitiee moted that the sum of $55,000 exceeded the
emount recommended for the 1950' Visiting Mission in the Pa.cifi_c , séveral members
felt that they could n&t support any reduction in an appropria.tion which would
lead to & curtailment of United Nations activities in. Trust 'I'erritories. The
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Committee accepted a proposal of the delege_ation of the Dominican Republic for an
increase of $4,900 in the amount recommended by the Advisory Commititee and
approved by 26 votes to 2, with 10 abstentions, a first reading estimate of
$59,000 for Section k.

Sectlon 5 - Investigations and Enquiries

To provide for the requirements of United Nations Missions, the Advisory
Committes, 1n ifs first report (A/215'T_) hed recommended, on a provisional baeis,
e globel appropriation of $2 ,000,000, Subsequently detailed estimates were
subnmitted by the Secretéry-(}eneral in amplification of this global appropriation,
in sddition to which the Committes, as & basis for its consideration, had before
" 1t the following reports of the Advisory Committee: Korean Service Medals
-(A/2260), United Nations Tribunal in Libya (A/2271), United Nations Tribunal in
Eritrea (A/2274), United Nations Militery Observers in Greece (A/2292), Military
Observer Group in India end Pekistan (A/P291), Advisory Council for Italisn
Somalilend (4/2293), United Nations Commission for the Unification and
Rehabilitation of I&oree. (A/2304), Truce Supervision Organization for Palestine
(4/2305). In each case the estimates recommended by the Advisory Committee were
spproved. For reasons set oub in the officisl records of the Commltteels meetings,
the representetive of the Union of Soviet Socislist Republics, supported by othe_r
representatives, voiced the @poaition of thelr delegations to the provislon of
budgetary credits for these activities.

At its 366th meeting, the Commi;btee coneidered a replort of the Secretary- -
Generel (A/C.5/509) on the cost of provision of Korean Service Medsls which he
enticipated would emount in total to $429,000. However, since it sppeared
unlikely that ell the medals would become avalleble in 1953, the Committee spproved
an appropriation of $300,000 in the 1953 budget and decided that the Secretary-
CGeneral should be authorised to meke sdvences from the Working Capitel Fund not
exceeding $129,0ﬁ0 to cover eny additionsl costs &rising in 1953.

At itg 36Tth meeting, the Committee, by 39 votes to 5, approved estimates
totalling $120,000 to cover the expenses of the United Nations Tribumsl in Libya,
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and by 38 votes to 5 » estimates totelling $25 700, for the Unitsd Nations Tribunal
in Eritres.

At its 370th meeting, the Committee, by 3% votes to 5, approved estimates
totalling $680,000, tq cover expenses of the Military Observer Group in Infia and
ngiswn, and b;s? 35 vates to 3, estimates totalling $110,000 and $145,000 to cover
the respective expensds of the United Nations Military Observers in Greece and the
Advisory Council for 1.tta.lia.n Somalliend.

At its 3T3rd meeﬂaing, the Committee, by 33 votes to 5, approvea estimetes
totalling $450,000 to icover expenses of the Truce Supervision Orgenization for
Pelestine, and by 30 totes to 5, estimated totalling $250,000 for the requirvements
of the Unlted Natlons |Comission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Kores.

At its 3701:11 mseif:ing, the Commities, under rule 152 of the rules of procedure
of the General Assembly, agreed by 37 votes to none , with 6 abstentions, to advise’
the General Assenmbly thet edoption of the dvaft resolutlon proposed by the Ad Hoc
Political Committes on the Repatriation of Greek Children would luvolve en
eppropriation of $15 ,Cj)OG under Section 5. A%t the same meeting, the Committee
decided %o advise 'bhs]Geneml Apsembly under rule 152 of the rules of procedure
that adoption of the ¢reft resolution of the Ad Hoec Political Committes concerning
the United Naetions Co ilietion Commission for Pelestlne would lnvolve an
appropriation of $45,000 under the seme Section. These emounts had been
recomuended by the Adyisory Commitiee iIn its thirtieth snd thirty-ninth reports
(A/2297; Af2308). &

On the understending that an adjustment would be made in the totel of the
estimates for Section 5, should the General Assembly's actlon upon the above-
mentioned resclutions Eo—requii'e » the Committee, at 1ts second reading, approved
by 35 votes to 5, a total credit of $2,140,700 for the Section after it had
rejecter a ﬁroposal of the .Union of Soviet Socialist Repubiios to delete from the
budget & similar sum. In approving these sums the Commlttee endorsed peragraph 9b
of the Advisory Commitbee's report and noted the assurance of the Secretery-
General that he would arrange for sulteble on-the-spot investigetions.

Section 5 (8) - United Nations Field Service

At the Committee’s 375th meeting, the Aslegate of the Unlon of Soviet
Socialist Republics proposed the deletion from the budget of any provision for the
United Netions Fleld Service on the grounds that such & service was inconsistent
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with the provisions of the Charter. The Committee, after rejecting by 27 votes
to 5, with 2 abstentions, the Union of Soviet Sociallst Republics proposal,
decided by 31 votes to 5 to approve the recommendetions of the Advisory Commlttee
for an appropriation under this Section of $546,200.

dection 6 - Executive OFfice of the Secretary-General

At its thtﬁ meeting, the Committee spproved unanimously at first reading,
the estimate of $458,600 recommended by the Advisory Committee for the Executive
Office of the Secretary-General,

Ssction 6 (a) - Library

In the course of the Committeels discussion, at its 356th meeting, of the
estimates for this Section, the importance of the services provided by the
Library, both to the Delegatlons and to the Secreteriat was widely recognlzed,
Concern was expressed, however, that the Library should be sdministered as
efficiently and as economleally as possible and in this connexlon comparison was
drawn by several delegations between the number of staff employed by the
United Nations Libraries at Geneve and Headgquarters respectively., Particular
attention was called to the observations made by the Advisory Committee in
paragrerhs 112 and 113 of its first report (4/2157), with reference to the
elimingtion or further consolidation of departmental branch units and to the
necessity of pursulng at all times a selective policy in the matter of
acquisitions, vhether by purchase, gift or exchange. In response to requests
for additional information concerning plams for a new Library building, the
Tonmlttee was informed that the existing bullding would, in any event, be reteined,
although 1t might be structurally modified, There was gencral agreement that the
orgarization and staffing of the Headquaerters Library should be the subject of
8 spécial revisw, both by the Secretary-General and by the Advisory Committee.

Sukject to the views expressed, the Advisory Committeets recommendation for
an appropiiation of $475;000 was epproved without objection on first reading.
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Section 7 - Department of Political and Security Council Affairs’

At its 34lhth meeting, the Committee approved unenimously axifirst reading
the estimate of $769,200, origlnally submitted by the Secretary-General and -
recomuended by the Adviscory Committee.

Section 8 - Military Staff Committee Secretariat

The Committee at its 3hlith meeting spproved unenimously an estimate of
$137,000 for Bection 8, to cover expenses of the Military Staff Committee
Secretarlat.

Sections 9, 27, 28 and 29 - Technical Assistance Adminigtration; Social
Activities; Economic Development and Public
. Administration

The discussion in the Committee at 1ts 345th meeting on the technicel
asslstance activities of the United Nations covered a wider fleld than in past
years, inasmuch as the total administrative expenditﬁres‘of such activities
ineluding the part met out of the Speclal Account alloca$ibns, were, under
examination in accordance with the provisions of resolution 594 (VI) of the
General Assenmbly,

The Advisory“Coﬁmittee had recommended that the appropriations reguested in
Sections 9, 27, 28 and 29 should be approved, but thought that the estimate for
administrative and indirect operational expenditures - $1,639,000 - in a total
budget estimated at epproximately ten million (gross), should be reduced to
$1,389,000.  The reduction of $250,000 in edministrative and indirect
ﬂggrational costs, while not affecting the actual budget sppropriations, would
Telease an equivalent smount for operational expenses of the programme as a

-

wiole. .

The represenfative of the Secretary-General undertoock to examine carefully
and give effect to the Advisory Committeetls recommendstions to the fullest extent
posslble but expressed the hope thet the Peduction in the level of administrative
costs suggested by the Advisory Committee should be locked upon &8 an objective
to be sought rather than sn obligation.
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Members of the Committee were generslly satisfiled by the assurances given
by the representative of the Secrevary-General, snd the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee confirmed that his Committee was asking for nothing more than a
conscientious effort to achieve the Committee's recommendaticn,

The Cormittee noted that the 1953 estimates presented for the Technical
Assistance Administration indiceting the anticipated costs of administrative and
operational activities, had been subject to closer scrutiny than in past years
in accordance with the Committee's previously expressed views,  Some members
consldered, however, that since in all agencies concerned, expenditures for
‘technlcal assistance activitles amounted to a considerable sum, the present
errangement which allowed for insufficlent leglslative control was unsound and
thet it should not become permanent.

It wes also pointed out, with regard to the Advisory Committeets reference
to excessive paper work in the Technicel Assistance Administration, ~that
governments could help in achieving sconomy in this direction by asking for
fewer and shorter reporis.

The Committee approved unanimously the estimates recommended by the
Advisory Committee, viz: $386,700 for Section 9; $768,500 for Section 27;
$179,400 for Section 28 and $1U45,000 for Section 29,

Section 10 =~ Department of Fconomic Affeirs, and Section 1l - Department of
Sociel Affairs

The Committee begen consideration of the estimates for the Departments of
Economlc Affairs and Social Affairs, at its 354th meeting, 1ts review covering the
total estimates for these two Sections, as modified by the decisions of the
Economic and Soclal Council at its fourteenth session.' Discussion was based on
revigsed estimates submitted by the Secretary-General (A/C. 5/498) and a report
thereon by the Advisory Committee (A/2245),

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repubiics recalled how
the Advisory Commiitee and several delegations had on different occasions
emphasized the need to siefplify the structure of the two Departments in order to
increase output and to avoid unnecessary expenditure. In this connexion he
referred specifically to paragraphs 12 to 16 of the Fifth Committes's report to
the sixth session (A/2022) wherein the Secretary-General was requested to review
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the whole structure of the Departments of Economic Affairs and Social Affalrs and
the Technical Assistance Administratlon as well as the system of qo-ordination_sriji
between them within the context of a wider re-organization of the Secretariat
and to report to the General Assenbly at its seventh session., In keeping with
this decision, he proposed that the 1953 budget estimates should provide for an
amalgemation of the Department of Economic Affairs and the Department of
Sociel Affairs and to that end he further proposed that the sppropriations
requested for the two Departments be reduced by $400,000 and $300,000 respectively.
After preliminary‘discussion of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicts
proposals;‘the Committee dAscided to defer thelr conslderation until it had -
recelved the comments of the Advisory Cxmmittee on ‘the Segfetary—General's
recomendations for a broader re-organization of the Secretariat (4/2214), The
Committee also requested the Advisory Committee to take into consideration the
rroposels of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic representative in preparing
Its report, .
Discussion of the budget estimates for Sectlons 1€ and 11 wes continued at
the 371lst meeting, on the basis of the relevant observations of the Advisory
Committee (paragraphs 8-12 of document A/2290) and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics draft resolution (A/C.5/1.185). There being no general comments on
the estimates for Sections 10 and 11 as a whole, the Commlttee proceeded to a’

declslon on the specific appropriations to be recommended,

Section 10 - Department of Economic Affalrs

The Commlttee noted the Advisory Committee's statement (A/2290) that having
‘regard to the administrative measures contemplated and the proposals submitted
by the Secretary-General in fesponse to the United Kingdom request fér over-all
budgetary savings, it was unable to make a recomtendation on the further reductions
proposed by the Union of Sovlet Socialist Republics delegation. The Conmittee
rejected, by 30 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republicts proposal (A4/C.5/L.185) for reduction of $400,000 in the sppropriation
for Section 10 recommended by the Advisory COmmittee The Committee then
approved (by 35 votes to 5, with 1 abstention) the Advisory Committeefs
recommendation for an appropriation of $2,304,000, -

l
l
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Sectlon 11 - Department of Soclal Affairs

The Committee noted that, as in the case of Seectlon 10, the Advisoxry
Commlttee felt unable to recommend further reducitlons. The Committee rejected
(by 30 votes to 5, with b abstentions) the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics
proposal {A/C.5/1.185) for a reduction of $300,000 in the appropriation
recommended by‘the Advisory Committee., By 35 votes to 5, with no abstentions,
the Committee approved the recommendation of the Advisory Commlttee for an
appropriation of $1,749,500 for Section 11,

Section 12 - Department of Trusteeship and Information from Non-Self-Governing
Territories

Estimates fbr the Depexrtment of Trusteeship and Informatlon from Non-Self-
Governing Territories were considered by the Committee at its 346th meeting,

In reply to an enquiry as to the feasibility of-merging the Specialists Unit
and the Territorilal Research and Analysis Sectlon as recommended by the'Advisory
Committee, the representaiive of the Secretsry-General stated that since the
functlons of the two sectlons were entirely different, no saving in steff would
result., He added that constant efforts were being made to increase the
Tlexibility of departmental staff. |

In consideration of the proposed reduction of $4,000 for established posts,
the Chelrman of the Advisory Committee agreed to the Assistant Secretary-~Generalts
propokal that this saving be effected by reclassification rather than reduction &f
professional posts,

The Committee epproved unanimously estimates for Sectlen 12 totalling
$950,000.

Sections 13 and 2L, and Section 26, Chapter I (vii and x1'; Chapter IT {1i) -
Department of Bablic. Information, the Information Cenires and Publicatlons
relating to Public Information Activities

The estimates for public information activities ss a whole were considered
initially by the Committee at its 349th, 350th and 351st meetings. The Advisoxry
Commuittee in its first report (4/2157) had recommended that the estimates
originally submitted by the Secretary-General for these Sections be reduced from
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$le,0k2, b0 to $3,899,840, or, a total reduction of $142,600. iﬁe Secretary-
General had not contested the reduction of $5,100 relating to thé Geneva
Information Centre (Sectlon 20) but di1d contest the balance of $137,500.

It was stated qn behalf of the Secretary-General, that, thrbugh efficlent
and economical menagement, certain substantial and unavoidable cost dncreases
which had arisen during the previous three years, had already'beén met, without
requesting an eppropriation in 1953 éxceeding that of 1952; If the cuts
recommended were lmplemented, such action would Impedr the informstion services
of the organizetion, which had been broughf to their present stale of effectliveness
in full accord with the basid principles decided upon by the General Assembly at
the previous session. For that reason, it was staméd, the Secretary-General
felt himself uneble to accept the comsilderable reductions proposed by the
Advisory Committee.

Some delegations stressing the need for strict economy to achieve a
stabllization of the organizationt!s budget, believed that the tlme had come when
a serious attempt should be made to determine a definite relationship from the
budgetary aspect between public information expenditures and the total
expenditures of the organizatioﬁ. They stressed the need for an order of
priorities for, informetion services, and considered that the Committee should
make 1ts decislon on the appropriation with the sbove points in mind and with
some knowledge of what the actusl assessment on members was likely to be.

Other delegations expressed the view that the value of public information
services could-hot be evaluated in purely monetary terms and it was in the
economleally less &eveloped countries that fuller coverage could be given. On
aecount of the importance of public information ser%ices, it was thought that
thelr present level should be maintained. '

These delegations pointed out the Importance of the organization’s public
information sefvices in continuing its educational tasks and in making known its
activities and the results achieved. | In particular, these lmpartial information
services were valued highly by small countries, which, in meny cases, had no
national information agencies, or had inadeqpaie news agency services to provide
their populations with all of the facts and information they required.

A nurber of delegations were of the opinion that there might e room for
sgavinga In the organization and distribution of Information Centres,

T
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A a result of its discussions, sevsral delegations moved proposals affecting
the budget for Information sctivities.

i‘he representative of Poland believing that even more substantial economies
than thoss recommended by the Advisory Committee wers possible, proposed that
the estimmtes be reduced by & sum of $250,000 below the amount recommended by the
Advisory Committee. '

The repmssntaﬁive' of Australia proposed that the estimates be approved at
a level of $250,000 below the Secretary-General's estimates, on the understending
that considerable elasticity would be allowed in transfers between Sectlons
concerned, 1n order to avoid excessive dislocation of the existing programmes.

The representative of China proposed thet sums totalling $74,000 be added
to the amounts recommended by the Advisory Committee with the purpose of restoring
to the estimates of the Secretary-Gensral approximately half the amount of the
reductions proposed.

The. ropresentetive of the Philippines, supported by other delegetions,
proposed that the a.mbunt recommended by the Advisory Commitiee be incressed by a
sum of $137,500, thus restoring the estimates to the level proposed by the
Secretary -Gensral.

In view of the widely divergent opinions expressed in the Committee the
représentative of Sweden, proposed that the estimates be referrsd back to the
Advisory Commitiee with & request that efforts should be made, in consultation
with the Secretary-General and in the light of the Committee's discussion, to
reach a mubually agreeable solutilon.

Several delegatlons expressed the opinion that this action would create a
dengerous precedent, 28 no nsvw evidence to be placed before ths Advisory Committee
hed emerged from the discussions to date and that therefore adop‘hion of this
course would cml;r lead to reaching a solution on which neither the Advisory
Commultbes nor the Secretsry-Gemeral would be convinced.

The Secretary-General indiecated his willingness to try to reach a sclution
in further discussion with the Advisory Committee. The Cheirman of the Advisory
Committee stated that, while some of his collesgues would consider 1t pointless
1o reopen ths question of information activities in the Advisory Commities, they
would be quite reedy to sxamine the problem if the Fifth Committee so desired.
The Committee, by 29 votes to 11 with 14 ebstentions, adopted the Swedlsh proposel.

)



gl 18l
Page 30

At 1ts 366th meeting, the Committee had before it the twelfth report of
the Advisory Committee (A/2259) which stated thet while the Advisory Committee
had recelved no evidence or additional date to warrant & change in its earlier
position, it had taken under careful consideration an exchange of communicatlons
vetween its Cheirman and the Secretary-Generael subsequent to the date of the
latterts meeting with the Committee, TIn hils commmication the Secretary-General
stated his conclusion that "in view of the general ceiling on the 195% budget
necessitating further economies in all Pields", the restoration requested by him
under the information sections of the budget should. be $57,500 instead of
$137,500. The Secretary-General FTurther considered that, if guthority were
granted to him for the transfer of credits between these sections (section 13,
20 (chapter IT), 21 and 26 (items relating to public iInformation), he would be
better able tb concentrate expenditure on essentlal services.

The report furtier stated that the Advisory Committee would have been
reluctant in présenﬁ cireumstances to recommend a solubtlon at verlance wlth that
put forward by the Secretary-General} which appeared to accord generslly with
the intent of the resolution adopted by the Fifth Committes, But For these
considerations, the Adviscory Committee would not have found sufficient grounds
on vhich to vary recommendations made after exhaustive study of the informetion
services of the United Netlons and of the Secretary-~Generalls original budget
proposals for 1953. - i , ,

Acbordingly, the Advisory Committee recommended the provisional restoration,
in first reading of the 1953 estimates, of a global amount of $57;500 in respect
of sections 13, 21 and 26 (items relating to public information). This
recommendation was made without prejudice to the over-all economies which the
Secretary~General would propose under the terms of the United Kingdom proposal
(a/c.5/L.184).

The Committee also had before it a draft of the proposals previously
submitted (A/C.5/L.181). The delegation of Australis heving withdrewn its
proposal, the delegations of China and the Fhilippines took similar action in
view of the understanding reached between ﬁhe Secretary=Genersl and the Advisory
Committee, The representative of Poland, however, wished to maintain the
proposal which his delegation had made, since he felt that substantlal savings
could be effected on the publications programme and he was not convinced by the
answers given to specific guestions in this comnexion.




rage 41

At this stage there was some dlscusslon of the procedure which had been
followed in the Committee Iin requeéting the Advisory Committee to re~sxamine the
estimates. Further reference to this matter 1s included in paragraph 13-15 of
this report.

The Committee rejected the Polish proposal by 43 votes toS5, with L
sbatentions; and then approved at first reading, by 43 votes to 6,with 5
abstentions, the joint vecommendations of the Secretary-General and the Advisory
Committee:

(i) that appropriations for 1953 under Sections 13, 21 and 26

(Chepter I, items (vii) and (xi) and Chepter IT, item (i1)) be
spproved in a total amount of $3%,864,250, this approval at the
fivst reaﬁing belng without prejudice to the over-all enconomies
which the Seerstery-General would propdse under the terms of the
United Kingdom proposal (A/C.5/L.18%) as amended.

(i1) that the Secretary-General be authorized to trensfer funds at

his own discretion between appropriations Sections 13 s 20
" (Chapter IT) 21 and those items of Section 26 relating to
public information. . A

On the second reading of the estimates at the 3Thth meeting, some delegatilons
reserved thelr right to submit concrete proposals to the eighth session of the
General Assembly regerding the level of the estimates for public information
activities. 'The Committee confirmed estimates totall ing $2,755,000 for
Section 13, $862,300 for Section 21, and $246,950 which was included in Section
26 =~ Publications. The details of these amounts were given by the Secretary-
Géneral as the appropriate distribution by sectlon, of the global sum approved
by the Commlttee at its 366th meeting.

Section 14 - Legal Department

At its 344th meeting, the Committee concurred in the recommendatlon of
the Advisory Committee for an appropriation under this section of $459,400.
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Section 15 = Department of Conference and General Services

The estimates for the Department of Conference and General Services were
considered by the Committee at lts 346th and 352nd meetings. The _discussion
was devoted largely to three points: the Advisory Committeets recommendation in
its first report (A/ 257, paragraph 225) concerning the fleet of passenger and
general ubtllity vehicies of the Orgemiza.tiow a U.5.5.R. proposa.l to reduce the
estimates for the section by an amount of $94,800 below the figure recommended
by the Advisory Committee (A/C.5/1..178); and the general questionvf documextation.

The Advisory Commitiee's recommendation on the vehicle fleet was to reduce
1t from ten passenger cars and two general utllity vehlcles to one passenger car
and two station wagons, ‘The Becretary-General considered that the dignity of
the Organizetlon reguired that its top offlcials be provided wilth adequate
transportation facilities in the performance of their officlal duties and without
I‘Ulil‘lg out the possibility of some reduction, he thought that the ;proviéion he
had proposed was by no means excesslye, bearing in mind the substantial reduction
mede since 1950, The Committtee was given details of the particular uses
mede of the existing facilities and was assured that the valid system in Fforce
rrecluded abuse or misuse of those facllitles. o '

Some members of the Commitiee expressed the opinion that the budget should
provide only for the essential minimum transportetion facilities for the proper
functioning of the Organization and that the United Nations could not lgnore,
the attitude of public opinion vhich reacted strongly on issues of that kind,

In the ,'light of its dlscussion and in conglderatlon of the information it had
receivedi, the Committee agreed not to take action upon the guestion of budgetary
provision until the Advisory Committee in comsultation with the Secretary-General
had re~exemined the situation,

At its 352nd meeting, the Committee considered the revised recommendations
of the Advisory Committee contained in its seventh report (A/224h4) that the car
fleet of the Organlzation should comprise one car for the use of the President
of the General Assembly, -to be hired under contract for the duratién of the
session; four pessenger cars including one for the Se¢retary-Generalls use; and
two station wagons and that there should be a provision Por additiondal cars under
contractual hire to a meximm of $3,000.

~
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The Committee by 39 votes to 5 , Wlth 2 abstentions approved these
recamendations which implied a restoration of 4 posts of cheuffour, at a cost
of $15,800 falling under Section 15 , 88 woll as certain consequentisl adjustments
in the estimates for Sections 1, 18 end 19.

The delegation of the U.S.S8.R. mede & proposal {4/C.5/L.178) to veduce the
amount recommended by the Advisory Committee for section 15 by $oL ,800. This
reduction was gought to be echleved by the elimination of seven posts, which were
detailed, thereby seving $45,100 under the item osteblished posts and by
reductions of $30,000 and $19,700 in the emcunts recommended for temporary
agglatance and overtime and night differential 'raspacti voly. In gupport of his
proposal the representative of the Soviet Unlon considered that if the
rocamendetions in the Advisory Committee's Firet report 2s & whole were acted
upon, then the mumber of staff requested for the department was excessive and did
not Justify en appropriation of the order of one fifth of the total budget.

A guggestlon to reguest the Advisory Committee to review and comment on these
proposals dild not recelve support in the Committee and was withdrawn after the
Chairmen of the Advisory Committse stated that in previous years hig Committes
had been concernsd at the alarming growth of the Department; the metter hamd

beon fully and frankly discuseed with the representative ::f the Secretary-General,
who hed tackled the problem with determination and had alreedy succeeded in
redneing the number of eteff in the Depertment es compared with former years.

The Advisory Commlittee 414 not feel that what wes an apparent long-temm programme
which necessitated, eontimiing review and improvement, could reasonebly be done
in one year without disrupting services which were working satisfactorily.

The repréaentati ve of the Secrotary-~General explalnsd thet 1t wes easential
to retain 8ll the posts recammsnied by the Advisory Cocmmittes. He also pointed
out thet the cost of temporary assistance in the department would necessarily show
an Increase in 1953 because the Bulldings Menagement Service which hed been e part
of the Depariment of Administrative end Finencial Serviceas would once agaln be
attached to the Department of Conference and Gensral Serﬁcea.

A number of members of the Commitiee expressed themselves against the U.S.S5.R.
proposal vhile others conld not teks a stand elther for or ag&inst the proposal
in the absence of comments on 1t from the Adviaory Comnlttes.

The U.S.S.R. proposal was rejected by 14 votes to 5, with 25 absientions.
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Particular attention was drawn in the Committee to the comments of the
Advisory Committee on limiting the volume of documentation, in paragraphs 2% to 3%
of its report (4 2157).  The Committee endorsed these observations with the hope
that the Secretary-feneral would carry out the suggestions insofar as they were
within bis control. It was recognized, however, that delegations hed a very real
responsibility to co~operate with the Secrétery-(}eneral in a consclentiocus effoxt
to reduce the volume of documents submitted to the Secretarlat for publication.

The Committee also discussed a proposal by the delegation of China to increase
the proposed appropriation for section 15 by $50 ,000 to cover the recruitment of
texporary translato;-'s to desl with the heavy backlog of Chinese translation.

He pointed out that the Chinése delegation had been very reasonable so far and had
agreed that certain documents which were no longer of any value shouid. not be
translated, Nevertheless, he wondered what would happen o the backleg
particularly in view of the reduction of six posts in the Chinese translation
section, -

In response to & request the Secretary-~General presented an estimate, which
was circulated to the Committee (A/C.5/L.179), of the cost involved in clearing
the backlog of translation which existed in Chinese, Russian and Spemish, It was
gtated that the bagcklog in Chinese could be cleared off In three yeers without
additional expense, This matter was reverted to in the Committee during the
discusslon of the question of Spanish as a working languege for the Economlc and
Social Council upon which the Committee reported to the General Assembly under
item 62 of the agenda (4/2083). |

The Chinese proposal was rejected by 15 votes to 8,with 17 abstentlons and
the Committee by L1 votes to 5 adopted at first reading the Advisory Cotmittee!s
estimates totalling $9,480,800 for section 15.

Section 16 -~ Adminlstrative and Financial Services

The Comnlttee examined the estimates for Administrative and-Financial Services
at its 348th meeting,

With particuiar reference to paragraphs 19 and 20 of the first report of the
Advisory Committee (A/2157), it was explained that the Secretary-General was in
complet. greement with the Advisory Committee on the importance of adequate
administrative inspectlon and would arrange to cover the function of admivistrative
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inspection within the Bureau of Finance through a re-asssignment of staff within
the Department of Administrative and Financlial Services,

The Increase in costs in adwinistering the Joint Staff Pension Fund wes
considered in the light of the Advisory Committee!s suggestion in paragraph 237
of its report. The Advisory Committee had suggesSted that General Assembly
resolution 248 (III) might be amended so as to provide that the administrative
expenses of the Fund would be charged to the Funti. In its report to the
General Assembly on the Regulations of the Joint Staff Pemsion Fund (4/2345),
the Committee recommends that this q_ﬁestion be congidered by the Joint Stalf
Pensicn Boerd durlng 1953,

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed a
reduction of $74,000 in the estimates for this Section., He explained that the
Advisory Comnmittee in its second report of 1950 (A/lﬁlz) had suggested that a
study be made of the possibility of further integration of the separate units
among which the Departmentts functions were distributed; he considered that
there was Justification neither for & complex organization nor for increasing
costs, since increased funcilons should be sbsorbed in the workload of exlsting
staff. '

The Committee rejected the Union of Soviet Soeialist Republics proposal by
30 votes to 5, with 13 abstentions , @nd a,pproved on first reading by 41 votes to
5, with 1 abstention, estimates as recommended by the Advisory Cormittee
totalling $1,604,900.

Section 17 « Common Staff Costs

The Committee considered the estimates for common staff costs at ite 366th
meeting, The Advisory Committee had recommended & reduction of $T4,900 in the
estimates submitted by the Secretary-General., However, in the light of certain
new factors und circumstances explained by the representative of the Secretary-
General, particulerly, the financial 'implications resulting from the increased
number of terminations of steff, and losses in cornexion with the existing lease
of Perlway Village, which does not explre ‘u.n'bil 15 January 1953, the Chailrman of

the Advisory Committee stated that the Advisory Committee was prepared to concur

in the estimate as submitted by the Secretary-General. It was noted, however, -
that the increased number of terminations would result in substantial savings in
salery under other sections of the budget, 'pend.ing recrultment of replacements.
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Some delegations expressed their concern that the lease arré.ngements made
regarding Parkway Village should be such as to mske it possible to keep United
Natlons expenditures underthis heeding to a minimm. ’

The representative of the U,8.8.R. proposed a reductlon of $170 000 in the
amount requested for Chapter I, Recruitment, Installation and Termination Costs.
He considered that the Secretary~General had overstated the programme for stalf
replacement and thet the hasls .of computing e@en&itu:t'es for travel and for
removal of-household goods was too high, Other delegations, while not In a
position to support the proposal felt that some saving might be made and that the
matter should be examined. It was pointed out that savings under this Section
would not arise merely by reducing the amounts requested; they would only arise
by changing the poliecy in regard to staff sdminlstration, o

A number of representatives commented upon paragraph 23 of the Advigory
Committeets report and sgreed that the matter of applying the Headquarters cost

" of living adjustment to certain allowances as well as to base salary needed
closer examination, The Secretary-General was reguesﬁed to furnish before the
second reading and through the Advigory Committee, additional information as to
the actual practice being followed, together with estimates in which the cost of
living adjustment would be calculated on the bagils of gross salary only.

The representative of Canade suggested that a re-organization of the work
programme of the United Nations might make it possible to reduce further
expenditures under the items for commitation of annusl leave, By' sgchednling two
gaps of two weeks each in the anmial calendar of meetings, during which no -
meetings would normelly be scheduled, he considered that it would be possible for
staff menbers, as well as members of the permenent delegations, to take the leave
to which they were entitled, This arrangement would have the advantage of
reduéi:ag unused leave payments on termination and wouwld effect further savings by
reducing the .number of temporary staff requﬁred to replace staff members on leasve.,

The Committee rejected b;y; 21 votes to 6,,Awith 21 abstentions, the U,S.S8.R.
proposal to reduce the estimates by $170,000, and sgproved by 43 votes to 5, with 1
gbstenticon, on a provisiona.l basis only, estimates for the Section totalling
459,900,

In its report to the General Assembly, under item 41 of the Agenda,
Supplementary Estimates for 1952, the Commlttee meported its views to the Assembly
‘regarding a subsidy to the International School for 1952; at its 365th meeting,
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when considering that item, 1t had requested the Seecretary-General to provide
further dstelled Information cn the finencial s-tatuai and plen of the International
School. A% its 373vd meeting, the Committee examined this report (A/C.5/52L and
Ada.l) , Gogether with a draft resolution proposed by the delegmtion of the United
Kingdom (A/C.B/L.EEE). The cperatlve parts of this draft resolutlon would

(=) recommend that & sum not exceeding $3,000 be appropriated to be epplied in
individual cages and at the discretlon of the Secretary-Genovel, in the form of
grants in ald of the tuition fees of children of members of the United Watlons
steff who attend the School and who avs found to be in need of such assigtance,

and (b) recamsnd that in 1953 only, a further sum of $4,000 be appropriated to
mest the deficlt in the school accounts.

| It was the feeling of a2 number of delegations theat the princivle of a grent in
aid to Individual staff members wes not & desirable ome to adopt. Others
congidered thet it was still less proper to benefit 1ndirectly, through a subsldy
to the School, members of ‘delegations or personnsl not comnected with the United
I\Te.tions. Some members considered thet it was fit and proper Tor the Unlted Netions
to assist the School in the form of & subsldy, others while etill of this opinlon,
considersd that it wes more appropriate for such assistance to be directed towards
a spacific purpose - o.&., the rental payments.

The Comnittee Yejected the United Kingdom proposel by 13 votes to 8, with 10
abstentions; 1t also rejectsd by 15 votes to 13, with 10 abetentlons a Uruguay
proposel to provide $10,000 in the 1953 buﬁ.get for the purpoge of granting
financlal asslstance to the Imtermationsl School. It aedopted, however, an
Australian proppsal » by 27 votes to none, with 13 abstentlons that e sum not
excoading $'T,1}OO under Section 17, be applled in payment of rental of hﬁil(iing
ocoupied by the Imterraticmal School.

At 1ts 37hth meeting, the Committee exemined the report of the Secretary-.
-General on the applicatlon of the cost of living adjustment at Headquarters
(A/€.5/527) together with the fortlieth report of the Advisory Committes (A/2320).

The Commeittes decided by 27 votes to 5, with & abstentions not to take
Irmediate _actipn upon the particuler questicn , but rsqueé’ced. the 'Secret'ary-General
to stﬁdg the matter further in consultation with the speclallized asgencles givﬁng
full weight to thes recommendations of the Adviscry Committee. The Comini'b‘tee
expected this inguiry to be campleted at the earliest possitle date.

Conseguent upon the decisions recorded above and noting that the Secretary=-
General had egbimated at $53,TOO for this section the proportiommte share of the
global sum It hed approved in conmexion with Spanish as a working l_a_._:?g__lﬁge for 7
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ECOSOC and its functional commissions, the Committee approved on second reading
estimates totalling $%,521,000 for Common Staff Costs,

Section 18 = Cormon Services

The Committee examined the estimates for Common Services at its 34Tth and
352nd meetings.

The Committee endorsed the comments of the Advisory Committee in paragraphs
25 to 33 of its first report dealing with the general guestion of documentation,

The representative of the Secretary-Gezieral stated that contracts for the
operation and maintenance of telecommnication e_quipmeﬁt due to expire at the end
of 1952 were being investigated as the Advisory Committee had suggested,

The representative of the U,S8.8.R. proposed a reduction of $250,000 in the
a.ppropria.tioﬁ for this Section to be epplied among different items at the
Secretary~Generalts discretion. He considered that this particular approﬁria.tion,
which was more than one _million do];iaré gbove the amount actually spent in 1951
was too high and that it should be possible to effect economies going beyond the
reduction recormended by the Advisory Committee,

In this comnexion, 1t was pointed out that paragraph 251 of the Advisory
Committee report had indicated that relisble estimates could be based only on a
full yeers' experience of actuel working conditions in the Permanent Headquarters
which experience would not be available until the end of 1953. On the
mnderstanding that a review would be. made of reguiremeni:a based on actual
experdience at the end of 1953, the Committee rejected the U.S,S.R. proposal by 36
votes to 5,with 1 abstention, The estimate of $3,828,600 for the Section as
recommended by the Advisory Commltiee was then approved umanimously.

Consequent upon its decision regarding the United Nations car fleet, the
Committee at its 352nd meeting agreed to a reduction of $4,000 in the above sum.
A total estimate of $3,824,600 for Common Services wes subsequently approved
on second reading, ' ’
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Section 19 - Permanent Equipment

The Commitiee examined the estiwmates for Permanent Equipment at its 347th
and 352nd weetings. The Secretary-General asked that in addition to an
appropriate sum for transportation equipment, a sum should be provided +to
complete the furmiture repiacamen'li programue In the Permnent Headguarters
estimted at $47,000, since the origimal programe rade no provision for new
office furniture for the Technical Assistance Administration. The Advisory
Commlttee has suggested that the requlrements of the Technicel Assistance
Administration should be met for the most part by re-allocation of existing
stocks..

' In view of the substantial sums invested in equipment in the past, the
delegation of the U.S5.S5.R. proposed a reductlon of $50,000, in the total
estimates, to be distributed at the Secretary-General's discretion. The
Committee, however, rejected that proposal by 35 votes to 5,with 3 abstentions,
and approved at its 347th meeting, on a provisional basls, the estimate of
$200,200 recommsnded by the Advisory Committee.

Consequent upon 1ts decision regarding the passenger cars for the
orgenization, the Committee at 1ts 352nd meeting agreed to an increase of
- $7,350 in the above total and, subsequently, on second reading, approved a
total estimte of $207,550 for Dermanent Equipment.

Section 19 - Improvement to Prewmlses

At its 347th meeting, the Committee approved the retention of this Section
in the budget without monetary provision.

Sectlon 20 -~ United Natlons 0ffice at Geneva

At its 353rd meeting the Cormmitiee consldered estimates For the Unlted
Nations Office at Geneva, including provisious for the Geneva Information
Centre and the Ecoﬁomic Comnissioh for Europe.

The Committee agreed that supplementary estimtes In comnexion with the
Fconomlc and Social Council's decislon to hold its sixteenth session and the
ninth session of the Comission on Humen Rights at Geneva, and the decision
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to give full implemsntation to rule 40 of the rules of procedure of the
Economic Commission for Europe should be considered later in conjunction with
simllar supplementary estimmtes for other sections of the ’budget.

The representative of the U.S.5.R. stated that the estimates for the
~ section Wwere too high. He quoted comparative figures of the confersnce
workloed for previous years, and on the assumption of a reduced programme of
visitlng conferences in 1953, made two proposals:

(1) that the estimates for Chapter I, Genoral Services, be further

reduced by a sum of $100,000 composed of a reductlon of $70,000 in the

item established posts and a reduction of $30,000 in the item temporary
agslistance;

(2) that the Fifth Committes request the Advisory Committee to make

a colmprehensive study of the work of the United Natlons Office at

Gemeve with a view to submltting to the elghth session of the General

Asseubly practlcal recommendatlons for the efficient and economical

use of that office’s staff and premises.

The mprésen-ba.tive of the Secretary-General stated a reducti;::n such as
that proposed would undoubtedly impair the efficilency of the Office. It
was elwo pointed out, thet the Advisory Committee had already reccmmendied &
reductlon of $7,000 in the Secretary-General's original estlmmte of $60,000
for temporery sssisiance; a further reduction of $30,000 in this item would -
leave little scope for adjustmwent to verlations in the workload.

Some menmbers of the Committee felt umble 'l:o vote for the proposal 1n
the absence of furthsr information as to its effect on the operation of the
Genova office. A separate vote was ‘rken on each of the two reductions
proposed. The first reduction of $70,000 was rejected by 5 votes to 22,
with 16 ebstentions and the second $30,000, was rejected by 7 votes to 11,
with 25 abstentions. The Commitiee then approved by 38 Yotes to 5, with 1
abstention, estimates totalling $2,056,810 fo.;t; Chepter I ~ Gemneral Services,
as recommsnded by the Advisory Commlttee.

The Chairmen of the Advisory Commltitee, rsferring to the second proposal
by the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, said that
hie Conmittee would be glad to mele such a study of the Geneva O0ffice. He

SR



proposed, however, to add at the end of the paragraph the phrase "in the light
of any decision which the General Assembly may take on the baslc pattern of
conferences at Headquarters amd Geneva". The Committes accepted this amendment.

The second proposal of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as amended
was adopted by 45 votes to mone, with 1 abstention.

.~ The estlmates for Chapter II - Informtion Centre (Geneva) totallling
$93,090 as recommended by the Advisory Committes were approved unanimpusly.

The estlmates for Chapter TII - Joint Secretariat of the Permnent
Central Opium Board and Farcotic Drugs Supervisory Body totalling $47,100 as
recommenied by the Advisory Commitiee were approved umanimously.

As regards the estimates for Chapter IIT the Jolnt Secretariat of the
Permnent Central Oplum Board and Narcotlc Drugs Supervisory Body, the
Advisory Comlttee has recommended the deletion of the provision ($9,000) for
g posslble Deputy Secretary's post on the understending that, if the necessity
for -l:he post should arise, funds would be made awvailable by transfor. The
Committee agreed that its approval of the estimates for Chapter IIT of Sectlon
20 would be subJect to this understending amd to the provislon that the
Cbairman of the Board should be heard later should ke so desire,

The estlmates for Chapter IV - Economic Commission for Europe, totalling
$097,500 as recommended by the Advisory Committee were approved umanimously.

The Committee rejected, by 28 votes 1o 6, with T abstentions, a proposal
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to reduce the estimmties for Chaptexr ’
¥V - Common Staff Coets, by an amount of $71,000 which was incIuded In the total
in respect of the office of the High ccmisaionar for Refugees, ani approved,
by 39 votes to 5, estimates totalling $613,800 for the Chapter as recommenied by
the Advisory Committee. |

Estlmtes for Chapter VI - Common Services, totalling $395,500 as recommendsd
by the Advisory Committes, were approved by bl votes to 5.

Estimates for Chapter VII - Permenent Equipment, totalling $103,000, as
recommended by the Advisory Committee were approved by 43 votes to nonme, with
1 abstention. '



doshpn e T

The Commlttee approved, at its 353rd meeting, by 41 votes to 5, with 1
abstention, estimates totalling $%,306,800 for Section 20 as a vhole, as
rocommended by the Advisory Committee, subject to later adjustment in the
light of decisions reached on various supplemsniary ltems.

At its 356th and 365th meetings, the Committes approved supplementary
estimates for Sectlon 20 as recommend by the Advisory Cmmni'tteé in the following
amounts: $126,800 consequent upon its review of the fimancial implicatious
of the fourteenth session of the Economic and Social Council (paragragph 26);
$14,600 for a meeting in Gensva of the Internatioral Taw Commlssion; and
$12,500 in vespect of the International Burean for Declarations of Death.

The Committee, at 1ts 365th meeting asked that the Advisory Committee should
carefully re-examine during 1953 tke guestlon:of charging fees for tiis-,issue
of certificates of death.

A proportionate share of the global sum approved to provide for Spanish
as & working language, estimted by the Secretary-General at $9,700, was
included with the above items, glving a total estimate for the Section of
$4,470,400, which was confirmed at the second reading by 37 votes to 5.

Section 208 - Office of the High Commissioner for Refugses

The Fifth Commlittee considered the estimates for thls Section at its
365th meeting on the tasis of the recommsndations made by the Advisory Committee
in its filrst report (4/2157). Discussion was directed in the first place
to the definition of the terms "administrative expenses" and "operational
expenses” with particular reference to paragraph 20 of the Statute of the
Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees. In accordance with the request
of the Fifth Commitiee, the Advisory Committee had examined this question amd
presented its conclusions in pavagraphs 361 - 367 of its first report.

‘In discﬁssing the suggestions made by the Advigory Commlttee with reference
to the difference of "operational" and “"administrative" ei:pense’s , the Comml ttee
took into account the staterent made by ths High Commissioner for Refugees
that, whereas the precise definition of the two terms still required further
study, the suggestions of the Advisory Committes offered & reascnable basls

| for determining whet should be charged to the United Nations budget and what
should not. Moreover, the High Commissionsr pointed out that, when the
Advisory Commlttee suggests in pavagraph 366 (a) that expenses In commexion
with the United Natlons Refugee Emergency Fund are operatloral, he took 1t

-
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- for granted that this meant that any extra expenses in comnexlon with the _
managemsnt of the assistance fund could not be charged to the Unlted Nations
budget. . .

Discussion of the funds to be provided under this Section of the budget
for 1953 was introduced with a statement by the High Commlssloner, who expressed
- his 1pabillty to-eoncur in the proposed reduction of $23,900 in the
appropriations he had requested. While recognizing.that the 1952 appropriations
hed not been fully spent, he informsd the Committee that the sitnation in
terms of the 1953 budget was essentially different in that requiremente
could be more accurately estimated and had in fact been prepared with the
utmost strictness. He stressed the magnitude of the task ﬁat confronted
hié 0ffice and urged .tha.‘b the Commitiee should approve the estimates as
origirelly presented.

Several delegations, while expressing the fullest sympathy with and
support for the humanitarian work in which the High Commissionel wes engaged,
folt that the acceptance of the relatively modest refuction recommenied need
not Interfere unduly with the essential work to be performed. |

The representative of the Unlon of Soviet Soclalist Republics, supported
by the representatlves of Czechoslovakla and the Ukrainjan Soviet Sociallst
Republlc, moved that uo budgetary appropriations should be made under
this Section on the grounds that the functions of the 0ffice which he
mintained had been illegally established, were incompstible with the provisions
of the Charter, amd with the resolution of the Gensral Assembly requesting
the early return of all refugees to their countries of origin.

The representatlve of the Netherlands recognizing that even a relatively
smrll reduction could be difficult to absorb in a nicely calculated budget,
suggested that the High Commissiomer should endeavour to carry out his task
within the appropriation recommended- on the unierstanding that the Advisory
Committee would give all possible comsideration to any request mde to 1t
durling the year for a transfer of funds should clrcumstances make this necessary,

The Union of Soviet Socia.list Republics proposal having been relected by- _
b1 votes to 5, the recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an appropriation
in the amount of $650,000 was then approved by 43 votes to 5, with 1 abstention.
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It was understood that the High Cormilssioner would have the full dlscretion
as to the mammer in which the $23,900 reduction should be applied. The
High Commissioner was also assured by the Chairman of the Advisory Committes
thet should 1t not be possible to mansge within the appropriation voted, the
Advisory Comnittee would be prepared to examlne the positlon.

Section 24 - Hospltality

At its 351st meeting, the Committee approved the estimte of $20 ,000
as submitted by the Secretmry-General and concurred in by the Advisory Committee.

Sections 25 and 26 - 0fficial Records and Publications

A% 1ts 351lst meeting, the Commitiee considered the estimates for the
contractual printing of official records and other publicatioms on the basils
of the Advisory Committee's recommended sppropriations of $750,000 for the
former and $568,250 for the latter, exclusive of requirvements for publications
of the Department of Public Information. There was general agreewent that
the printing of United Natlons publications should be so controllied as to
ensure that the necessa.rilj 1lmited resources of the Organization are devoted
to those publicatlions of most direct and effective use to lts approved programmes.
At-be_n-tion' was called by a munber of delegations to the fact that it wae
becoming increasingly difficult for the representatlves of Governments and
others concerned to cope adequately with the growing volume of United Nations
documentation, in eddition to which, resulting increased expenﬂ.iﬁlres for
printing and for other intermal administrative costs had to be considered.
Some menbers oonsidgred that the reductloms proposed by the Advisory Commlttee
did not go far encugh and -l_-,ha'b it would have been more In keeping wilth General
Agsenbly Resolution 593 (VI) if costs under this heading could have shown
a largér focrease, In this connexion, the waliee of the observatlons
and suggestions made by the Advisory Commitice in paragraphs 28 amd 29 of
its veport (4/2157) s vas particularly emwphasized and both the Secretary-General
and the representatlives of Menber Governments wore urged to be guided accordingly.
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In reply to specific questions, the Commlttee was assﬁred that the Publications
Board examined requests for publicatlons from Depariments with complete
impartiality and while it would be difficult to determine in advance precleely
which publications would be affected by the proposed reductlons, these reductions
would not be applied to publications in any g:iven language, but would be
distributed falrly over the whole programre.

It was further explained that the Publications Board had consistently
sndeavoured to reduce to a mintmum the volume of United Natioms publications
and had, in fact, been applying as a working rule for several years past, the
guiding principles of General Assembly Resolution 593 (VI). The possibility
of curtailing offlcial records was necessarily limited, but the Publicatlons
Board had done 1ts best to take effective steps in that regard.

The view was also expressed that 1ittle useful purpose would be served
by appropriating a considerable sum for printing the backlog of official
records. It wes suggested also that economies could be achleved by improving
the quality of pu'blica.tions as well as by reducing thelr volume. Some
disappointment was noted that the estimated income from sale of publicatlons
in 1953 was $25,000 less than in 1952, indicating that revemume from sales
was not ylelding the return which could be reasonably expected.

The Committse rejected, by 28 votes to 6, with 1b abstenticns, a proposal
of the Ukrainlan Soviet Socialist Republic to reduce the estimates for Section
25 by $25,000 and by 36 votes to 5, with 5 abstentions, a further proposal
from the same delegation to reduce the estimtes for Section 26 by $75,000.

At its 351lst meeting, the Committee approved, by 49 votes to none, with
1 abstention, the estimates recommended by the Advisory Committee of $75,000
for Sectlon 25 and also approved unanimously the Advisory Commitiee's estimates -
of $568,250 for Section 26.

At its 366th mweeting, the Commitiee approved a globel estimate for
information services inbluding a provision of $21F6,950 for Department of
Public Information publica.‘bioné , resulting in estimates for Section 26
totalling $815,200.
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Sectlon 30 -~ Transfer of the Assets of the Ieague of Wations to.the United
s tions :

The Commitiee considered Sectlon 30 at its 35lst meoting and approved
an appropriation of $649,500, representing the third of fifteen equal anmual |
ingtalments payable in accordence with paragraph 1(c) of General Asseﬁﬂ:ly
resolution 250(ITI) of 11 December 1948.

Section 31 - Amortizatlon of Heasdgquarters Construction Tcan

At its 351st meeting, the COmInittee approved an a.ppropriation of
$1,500,000 for amortlzation of the heedquarters construction loan of
$65 ;000,000 advanced by the Govermment of the United States of America.,

Section 312 -~ Headquarters COnétruction Gos‘t;s

Following the Committee's decislon, at its 367th meeting, provislonelly to
include a sum of $1,000,000, under this Section on first reeding the situetion
vas further reviewed at the 374th meeting in the light of the Repcrt of the
Working Greup on the date of payment of Contributions (A/0.5/539) and anticipated
1953 demands on the Working Capital Fund, with the result that the Commlttee's
provisiona.l' decision was confirmed by 32 votes to 5; with 2 'abs*bentions.

Section 32 - The Internatioral Court of Justice

After a statement by the Deputy Reglstrar of the Intermaticmal Court of
Justice to the effect that the Court accepted the reduction of $10 ,000
recommerded by the Advisory Committee, the Cormitiee at its 3518t meeting
approved an appropriation, under this Section, in the amount of $630,800.
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MISCELLANEOUS INCOME

The Advisory Committee had recommended estimates for miscellanecus income in
the sum of $6,142,500. As & resilt of sctions taken during the Committeel!s
detailed reading of the budget, the representative of the Secretary-Gemerdl advised
the Committee thet this sum could be increased to $6,238,200.

It was pointed out that considershble care in the administration of the
activities which were revenue producing should be exercised so that the income
derived should be increesed wherever possible and the estimates for such inccome
should reflect o continuing improvement in the administrative mansgement of such
activities. ‘ .

In that:particular connexion, the representative of the U.S.S5.R. proposed that
the estimates submitted should be increased by $500,000. The Committee rejected
this proposal by 32 votes to 5, with no ebstentlons and spproved the estimate of
miscellanecus income for the financial year 1953 in an amount of $6,238,200 which
sun wduld be applied agslnst the reduction of merbers contributions.
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SECOND READING OF 'THE 1953 ESTIMATES

At its 371;&1 meeting, the Commlttee undertock a second readiﬁg of the
estimates on the btasis of the summry of the budget situation preyared by the
Secretary-General (A/C.5/538) in the course of which it approved sppropriations
for each Section in the amounts amd by the votes specified hersunder:

Yes TNo  Abstentions

Sectlon 1 - $603,400 39 o 0
Section 2 - No appropriation: . No objection
Sectlon 3 - $263,200
(1) - $1,750 20 9 7
(i1) - $263,200 37 o 3
(=) $20,000 39 0 0
(p) $96,000 o0 0 0
'Section b - $59,900 40 0 0
Section 5 - $2, 140,700 3% 5 0
(1) - USSR proposal to delete
.credlts for all ltems 5 30 3.
(11) - $2,1%0,700 | 3 5 0
(a) $546,000 35 5 0
Section 6 - $458,600 ho 0 0
(a)  $475,000 40 0 0
Section 7 - $769,200 Lo 0 0
Section 8 - $137,000 39 0 2
Section 9 - $3B86,700 ko 0 0

Sectlon 10 - $2 304,000
(1) - USSR proposal for reduction

of $400,000 5 31 Y
{1i) - Total a.ppropria-tion of . .
$2,304 ,000 35 5 . 0

Sectlion li- - $1,749,500

(1) - USSR proposal for reductlon | y
of $300,000 5 32

(11) - Totel appropristion of -$1,749,500 % 5 0

D




Yes yg Abstentions

Section 12 - $950,000 39 0 0
Section 13 - $2,755,000 : 31 6 3
Section 1k - $459,400 | Lo 0 0
Section 15 - $9,721,6C0 36 6 0
Section 16 - $1,604,900 37 5 0
Section 17 - $,521,000 ' 36 5. 1
Section 18 - $3,831,600 36 5 0
Sectlon 19 - $247,550 35 5 1
(a) Improvements to premises: No objection
no appropriation
Section 20 - $4 423,300 3T 5 0
Chap. III - $47,100 39 0
(a) 0ffice of U.N, High Commlssioner
for Refugees $650,000 36 5 1
Section 21 - $862,300 33 5 3
Section 22 = $1,030,000 4o 0 0
Section 23 -~ $866,000 Lo 0 0
Section 24 - $20,000 ' %0 0 0
Sectlon 25 - $752,220 35 0
Chap. VI - $11,780 No objection
Section 26 - $815,200 : 35 5 1
Section 27 - $768,500 hy 0 0
Section 28 - $479,k00 b1 0 0
Section 29 = $145,000 41 0 0
Section 30  $649,500 No objection
Section 31 - $1,500,000 Fo objection
(a) - Headquarters construction costs:
$1,000,000 32 5 2
Section 32 - $630,800 37 0
Section 33 - $423,850 o 39 0 1
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At its 37hth meeting, the Committee also considered draft regolutlons as '
recommenied by the Advisory Commitiee, subject to ameniments and ;:a.dditions
agreed to in the course of the Fifth Commltise's aelibera,tions coj;rering, for
the financial year 1953: * '

(a) budget appropriations;

(b) unforeseen and extracrdinary expenses,

{c) Working Capital Fund.

. The draft.ap'propriation resolution (4/C.5/1..226) providing for a total
budget for 1953 of $48,327,700 gross, was approved by 37 votes to 6, with no
abstentions. The draft resolutioﬁ relating to unforeseen .and exti‘a.o;ﬂi;nary
expenses (A/C.5/L.22%) was next approved by 33 votes to 5, with one abstention,
end the draft resclution relating to the Working Capltal Fumd (4/C.5/L.227)
was approved by 35 votes to 5, with 1 abstentlon. |

In consequence of the foregoing decisions, the Fifth Committee recommsnds
to the General Assenbly the adoption of the following resolutions:
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Budget appropristions for the financial year 1953.

The General Assembly
Resolves that for the finsncisl year 1953:

1. Appropristions totalling $U.5.48,327,700 are hereby voted for the follewing

purposes:

A. UNITED NATTONS

Part I - Sessions of the Generaml Assembly,
the Counclls, Commigsions end
Committees

Section

1. The General Assembly, Commissions
and Comnittees '

2. The Security Council, Commissions
end Committees

3. The Economic and Socigl Counecil,
Commissions end Committees

{a) Permenent Centrsl Opium Board
and Nercotic . Drugs Supervisory
Body

(b) Regional Economic Commissions

4. The Trusteesghip Council, Conmissions
end Committees

TOTAL, PART I

Part IT - Investigations and Enquiries

Section
5. Investigetions snd Enguiries

(a) United Fations Field Service

TOTAL, PART IT

Dollars (U.S.)

263,200

20,000

96,000

2,140,700

546,200

603,400

379,200

59,900

1,042,500

2,686,900



Part TIT - Headquarters, New York

Section

6. Executive Office of the
Secretary-Genersl 458,600
(a) Library 475,000

10,

1‘11.
12.
13,
1.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Department of Political and Security
Council Affairs

Military Staff Camittee Secretarlat

Technical Assistance Administration
Department. of Economic Affalrs /
Depa.rtmenf of Social Affeirs

Department of Trusteeship and Informetion
from Non-Self-Governing Territories

Daspartment of Public Information
Depa.z;bnent of Legal Affelrs
Conference end General Bervices
Administrative. and Financlel Services
Common Steff Costs

Common Setvices

Per‘zha_,nent Equipment

(a) | Inprovements to premises

TOTAL, PART IIT

933,600°

769,200
137,000
386,700

- 2,304,000

1,749,500

950,000

2,755,000

459,400

9,721,500
1,60%,900

k,521,000

3,831,600
247,550

30,371,050
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Part IV - United Natlons Office at Gensva
Section '

20, United Nations Office at Geneva
(excluding direct costs, Chap., III,
Joint Becretariat of the Permmnent -
Central Opium Board and Narcotic
Drugs Supervisory Body). 4 k23,300
Chap. IIT, Joint Secretariat of the 1
Permanent Central Opium Board and

Farcotic Drugs Supervisory Body 47,100

k 470,400
(a) Office of the United Natlons
High Commissioner for Refugees 650,000 5,120,400

TOTAL, PART IV

Part V - Informatlon Centres

21. Information Centres (other than
Information Services, United
Nations Office at Ceneva ) 862,300

————
TOTAT,, PART V

Part VI - Regloral Economic Commissions
(other than the Economic Com-
nission for Eurcops)

22, FEconowmic Commisslon for Asia and the

Far East 1,030,000
23. Economic Commission for Latin
America - 866,000

TOTAL, PART VI

5,120,%00
@

862,300

1,896,000
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Part VII - Hospitality
Section '

oh. Hospitality , 20,000

TOTAL, “PART VII

Part VIIT -~ Contractural Printing

25, Official Becords (exoluding Chapter
VI, and Narcotic Drugs Supervisory
Body) 752’220

Chapter VI, Permanent Central Oplum
Board and Narcotlc Drugs Supervisory

Body 11,780 761,000
26. Publicatlons 815,200

TOTAL, PART VIII

Part IX = Technical Programmes

27. Advisory Social Welfare Functions 768,500

28. Technlcal Assistance for

Economic Development ‘ 479,400

29. Programme for training in

Public Administration 145,

TOTAL, PART IX

20,000

" 1,579,200

1,392,900
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Part ¥ -~ Spocial Expenses
Section .
'30. Transfer of the assets of the
League of Nations to the United
Natlons 649,500
31. Amortization of the Headguarters A
Construction loan 1,500,000
(a) Hemdquarters Construction costs 1,000,000 2,500,000
TOTAL, PART X 3,149,500
B. Part X1 - THE INTERNATIONAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
32, The Intermational Court of Justice 630,800
TOTAL, PART XT . 630,800
c. Part XIT - SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIQNS
33. Global reduction to be achleved on
verious sectioms ofthe budget (423,850) _(k423,850)
GRAND TOTAL 48,327,700
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2. The eppropriations voted by paragraph 1 sbove shall be financed by
contributions from Members after adjustment as provided by the Financial
Regulations, ‘subject to the provision of pardgraph 1 of the resolution relating
to the Working Capltal Fund, For this purpose, miscellanecus income for the
financial year 1953 is estimated at $US 6,238,200,
3. The Secretary-General is authorized:
(1) To administer as a Unit the following appropriations:
{a) provisions under Section 58..,. Section 20, Chapter III, and
Section 25, Chepter VI, |
(v) provisions under Section 13, Section 20, Chapter II, Section
21 and in respect of Section 26 for items relating to public
information.,
(c) provisions under the various sections in Part IIT for travel
on. offlelal husiness, ‘
(i1) To spply the reduction under Section 33 to various sections of the
budget.
(1i1) Withe the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questlons, to transfer credite between sections of
the budget.
L, The Secretary-General is Purther authorized to enter into such srrangements
with the competent authoriﬁies of the Republic and Canton of Geneva in conmexion
with the exchange of the property called "le Chene" owned by the United Natlons
for the property called ™e Bocage" owned by the Republic and Canton of Geneva as
he mey see fit under the provisions set forth in Document A/C.5/510.
5. In addition to the. sppropriations voted by paragraph I, an amount of
$US 13,000 is hereby appropriated for the purchase of books, pericdicals, maps
and library equipment, from the income of the Library Endowment Fund, in’
accordance with the object and provisions of the endowment,
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Draft Resclution B

Unforeseen énd Extraordinary Expenges Tor the financial year 1953

The General Asgembly .

Resolves that, for the finahcisl year 1953,

The Secretary~General, with the prior concurrence of the Advisory Comuitiee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and subject to the Financial
Regulations of the United Nations, is authorized to enter into comuitments to

meet unforeseen and extracrdinery expenses, provided that the concurrence of

the Advisory Committee shall not be necesgary for:

(2) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $US E,OOO,bOO if the

Secretary-General certifies that they relate to the meintenance of peace

and security or to urgent economic rehabilitation;

(0) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $US 25,000 as are

occasioned by the holding of an inter-governmental commodity conference;

(¢) BSuch commitments, not exceeding a total of $US 50,000 as are

required for the United Nations Good Offices Commission on the trestment

of people of Indian Origin in the Uniom of South Africa;

(4) Such commitments, not exceeding a ‘total of $US 50,000 as are required

for the Commlssion on the question of race conflict in South Africa

resulting from the policies of apartheld of the Government of South Africa;

(e) sSuch commitments, not exceeding a total of $US 129,000 as are required

for the purchase of Kbrean Service Medals and Ribbons;

(f) Such commitments, duly certified by the President of the Inmternational

Court of Justice, relating to expenses occasioned:

(1) By the designation of ad hoc judges {Statute, Article 31},
(11) By the appointment of assessors (Statute, Article 30) or
of witnesses and experts (Statute, Article 50),
(ii1) By the holding of sessions of the Court away fromThe Hague
(statute, Article 22),

and not exceeding $24,000, $25,000, and $75,000 respectively under each of

the above three headings;

The Secretary~General shall report to the Advisory Committee and to the
General Assembly at its next regular session all commitments made under the
provisions of the present resolution, together with the circumstances relating
thereto, and s@g&l submit supplementary estimates to the General Assembly in

La L3 . 1
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Draft Beaclution C

Working Capital Fund

The General Assembly,
Resolves that: |

1, The Working Capital Fund is established for the financial year 1953 at the

amount of $US 21,500,000 to be derived:

(a) As to $20,000,000 from cash advances by Members In accordance with.
the provigions of paragraphs 2 and 3 of the present resolution;

(b) As to $1,239,203, being a transfer of the balance of surplus aceount
as at 31 December 1950, not already applied against Members! cssessments
for 1951, in amccordance with General Assembly resolution 585 A (VI);
{e¢) As to $260,797 by transfer of part of the balance of surplus account
a5 at 31 December 1951 not already applied against Members! assessments
for 1952; ' -

2, DMembers shell make cash advances to the Working Capital Fund as required under

paragraph 1(a) above in eccordsnce with the scale adopted by the General Assembly

for contributions of Members to the elghth annual budget.

5. There shall be set off against this new allocation of advances the amounts

paid by Menbers to the Working Capital Fund for the financilal yesr 1952, under

General Assembly resolution 585 A (VI), paragraph 2, provided that, should such

-advence paid by any Member to the Working Cepital Fund for the Pinancial year

l95é gexeeed the smount of that Mewber's a.dvancé under the provision of pa:cagr*a,ph

2 hereof, the excess shell be set off againgt the amount of contributions payable

by that Member in respect of the elghth annual budget or any previous budget.

4, The Secretary-General is authorized to advance from the Working Capital Fund:.
(a) Such sums as may be necessary to finance bud.gétary approprilations
pending receipt of contributions; sums so advanced shall be reinbursed
as scon as recelpts from contributions are available for the purpose;

(‘b) Such sume ag may be necessary to finence commitments whilch mey be

duly authorized under the provisions of the resclubion relating to unforseen
end extracrdinary expenses, The Secretary-General shsall meke provision in
the budget estimates for reimbursing the Working Capitel Fund;

(c) Such sums as, together with net sums cutstending for the same

purposes, do not exceed $250,000 to continue the revolving fund to finance
miscelleneous self-liguidating purchases and activitles. Advances in
excess of the total of $25€),000 mzy be made with the prior concurrence
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of the Advisory Commlttee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

The Secretary-General shall submit, wlth the anmual accounts, an
explanation of the outstanding balance of the revolving fund at the

end of each yesr;

(d) Loans to specialized ageﬁﬁies and preparatory commissions of agencles
to be established by inter-govermmental agreement under the ausplees of
the United Wations to finance thelr work, pending receipt by the agencies
concerned of sufficlent contributions under their own budgets. In
meking such loans, which shall normally be repayable within two years,
the Secretery-General shall haye regard to the proposed financlal resocurces
of the agency concerned, and shall obtain the prior concurrence of the
Advipory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for any cash
1ssues which would increase the aggregate balance outstanding (including
amounts previously advanced and outstanding) at any one time to an

amount in excess of $3,000,000 and for any issue which would increase

the balance outstanding (including amounts previously advanced and
outstanding) in respect of any one agency to an amount in excess of
$1,000,000, provided that, notwithstanding the ebove provisions, the
Interim Commission of the International Trade Organizatien shall be
avthorized to postpone until 31 December 1953 repayment of the outstanding
balance of the loans made to the Interim Commission;

(e) Such sums as, together with the sums previously advanced and
outstanding for the seme purpose, do not exceed $420,000 to continue

the Staff Housing Fund in order to finance rental payments, guarantee
deposits and working cepital requirements for housing the staff of the
Secretariat, Such advancee shall be reilmbursed to the Wbrkiﬁg Capltal
Fund following the recovery of rental advances, guavrantee deposits and
working capital advances;

(£) Such sums not exceeding $90,000 as may be required to finance
payments of advance insurance premivums and depogits where the period of
insurance extends beyond the end of the financial yeaex in which payment
ls made, This amount pay be Increased with the prior concurrence of

the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgebary Questions, Tae
Secretary-General shall meke provision in the budget estimates of each

+
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i
year during the life of the related polieles to cover the charges
appllcable to each such year;

(g) Such sums not exceeding $1,000,000 as may be necessary to complete
the Permanent Headguarters of the United Natilons.

Y




Draftt Resclution D

Payment of honoraria to rapporiteurs of United datilons bodies

The General Assembly,

Recognizing that the appointment of a person as rapporteur of a United
Netlons body confers honour upon his country and distinctlon upon himself,

1., Considers that no such a.ppointment should carry remmeratlon;

2. Regquests all orgaus of the United Netlons to bear in mind in fuiture
nt resclutlon,

the views of -the General Assembly as expressed in the prese

- ———






