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1. In the course of thirty meetings held between 20 October and 16 December 1952, 

the Fifth Committee considered in detail the budget estimates of the United Nations 

for the financial year 1953 as submitted by the SecretBX';-General and reviewed by 

the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. 

At its 374th meeting on 16 December 1952, the Committee decided to recommend 

approval of appropriations in the total amount of $48,327,700. As an offset 

against estimated 1953 expenditure, the Committee approved at its 373rd meeting an 

estimate of Miscellaneous Income of $6,238,200, which amount will serve to reduce 

correspondingly the assessment of contributions from Member States to the seventh 

annual budget. Estimated net expenditure for 1953 will thus amount to 

$42,089,500. 

2. This amount will be subject to adjustments in accordance with tfue terms of 

Financial Regulation 5 .2, e·stimated as follows: 

(a) Supplementary appropriations for the financial year 
1952 

(b) Adjustment consequent on over-estimation of 
Miscellaneous Income for the .financial year 1952 

52-12462 

'$2,45o,aeo 

330,000 

$2,780,830 
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Less: 

(c) a:ppropriation to be surrendered. und.er Financial 
Regulations 4.3 and 4.4 in reerpect of the 
financial year 1951: 

( i ) part of the balance standing to the 
cred.it of sur:pltw account at 
31 December 1951 $1l9, 714* 

( ii) anticipated. savings on -liquid.ation 
of outetand.ing 1951 obligations 550,666 

Total 

$ 670,380 

$2,1l0,500 

As a result of these ad.justmente, as·sessme:rrt of contributions from Member 

States for the financial year 1953 will amount, if appropriations are approved. 

as recolliJilSnded., to $44,200,00D, as COlllllared. w;tth $42,940,000 for 1952, or an 

increase of $1,26o,ooo. 

3. The Committee had. before it, as 1lasic working documents, bud.get estimates 

and. information axmexes as submitted. by the Secretary...(l.eneral (A/2125 and Ad.d..l) 

and. the First Report to the seventh session of the Gereral Assembly of the 

Ad.visory Committee on A<lministrative and. Budgetary Questions (A/2157). In the 

course of its proceedings, and. in the light of decisions taken in the meantime by 

the organs· concerilfld., the COllllllittee also received. revised. estimates for 

Sections 3, 4, 10, ll,. 20 and 25, and for Section 5 (Investigations and Inquiries) 

as a result of the submission of more detailed esti:matas· for various field. missions 

for which only a token global provision had initially been presented.. The 

COI!llldttee was required. to deal also, in the course of its proceedings, with a 

number of supplementary items resulting from decisions taken by other Committees 

·of the General Assembly, in addition to which it had before it proposals of the 

Secretary...(l.eneral and recommendations with respect thereto of the Advisory 

Committee, on the s:tze of the Working Capital Fund. 

4. Throughout its meetings, the Committee had the assistance of the Chairman 

of the Advisory COilllldttee on Aam:tnistrati ve and :Budgetary Questions, who, in 

accordance with established practice, was :Invited to sit with the Comm:tttee and 

* The balance standing to the credit of surplus account at 31 December 1951 
was $380,511 (A/2123). At its 373rd. meeting the Fifth Committee recqmmended 
that of that amount a sum of $26o, 797 be transferred to the Working Capital 
Fund. ''\ 
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participate in its deliberations. The Committee desires to record its high 

appreciation of the help it has recei vea from. the Advisory Committee whose more 

than forty reports on matters dealt with by the Fifth Committee during the 

seventh session greatly facilitated the successful completion of a lengthy and 

difficult agenda. 

5. This report is not intended to be an exhaustive review of the Committee's 

budget discussions, a more detailed sUiliillB.ry of which, including the points of 

view expressed by individual delegations, is contained in the official records. 

Its purpose is to Pr<:>vide a synopsis of the main points emerging from. the 

Committee's discussion of the budget proposals ~or the financial year 1953. 

6. The Committee followed past practice by having a general discussion of the 

budget as a whole, including related administrative and financial issues. The 

General discussion-s preceded by statements made by the Secretary-General and 

the Chairman of the Advisory Committee. The Secretary-General, after 

emphasizing that it was his purpose, in preparing the budget estimates, to go as 

far as he could to meet the desire for economy, announced that he would not 

contest many. of the reductions totalling $593,700 which the Advisory Committee 

had proposed, although he hoped that any reductions which the Fifth Committee 

mf,ght ultimately confirm would not be accompanied by rigid restrictions. He 

had, however, comments on the other reductions, totalling $397,200, proposed by 

the Advisory Committee and would ask, in some cases, for an appropriation at the 

level of his estimates and in others for a defennent of a final decision until 

later during the Assembly when he would be able to gi~ further relevant 

information. Reservations were also made by the Secretary-General with respect 

to reductions proposed in the estimates for transportation facilities and for 

common staff costs. Expenditures under common staff costs fell, for the most 

part, automatically under existing regulations and rules in addition to which 

recent developments arising from the Ps.r~y Village settlement and from the 

recommendations of the Selection Committee on Temporary Contracts led him to 

believe that it would be under-budgeting to reduce his original estimates. 

7. The Chainnan.of the Advisory Committee, in introducing his Committee's 

report, pointed out that the total of the. reductions his Committee had recommended 

was lower than in any previous year and added that this was due not to relaxed 

vigilance on the part of the Committee, but to the fact that the Secretary-General 

had this year submitted a better budget. He believed that the reports of the 
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Advisory Committee, which formed_! a continuous series, should. not only provilie a 

basis each year for the discussion of the budget estimates, but also serve to 

emphasize certain principles for the guidance of the Secretary-General and. for 

the efficient work:tng of the Secretariat. His Committee had. frequently lirawn 

attention to the necessity for a clear se:pg:ration of powers; the importance of 

a versatile Secretariat; the need for close· co-ordination within and. between 

the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies; and. the necessity for 

determining a proper ratio of expenditure as between Headquarters and. regional 

offices. The Advisory Committee had also repeatedly pressed for the strictest 

control of official travel, for a curtaiirnent of expenliiture for temporary 

assistance and consultants, and for a restriction on the volume of documentation. 

Expressing his satisfaction at the fact that the Secretary-General did not, for 

the most part, contest the Advisory Committee's recOlDillendations, he said that 

these recommendations, i~ofar as they related to economic and'social activities, 

were of a provisional nature penliing submission of Sll.pplementary information 

concerning the decisions of the Economic and Social Council and examination of 

the question of a re-organization of the Secretariat in general and these 

departnients in particular. While the Committee recommended a reduction in the 

estimates for publications, it had pointed out that "a reduction in the volume 

of documentation is not a ~tter which can be accomplished by the Secretariat 

action alone, but that, in its opinion, delegations could. themselves contribute 

to the successful achievement of the aims of General Assembly Resolution 593 (VI) 

by a studied effort 

8. The keynote of 

to carry out its tenns." 
I 

the general discussion which follm;ed was an emphasis by 

most of these participating on the continuing upward trend of e:xpendi tures and 

the need for seeking a still greate~· measure of budgetary stabilization. While there 

1>c.s widespread appreciation , of the efforts made :in "j;his direction by the 

Advisory Committee and by the Secretary-General himself, the importance was 

stressed of the United Nations making itself an example of efficiency, economy 

and simplicioy to national administrations. This objective, it was suggested, 

could best be accomplished by putting first things first, by continuously 

reviewing the organization and work of the Secretariat and constantly seek:tng to 

improve its methode of operation. Certain delegations reaffirmed the view 

previously expressed in meetings of the Fifth Committee that the objective should 
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be to operate •dthin a predetermined budget ceiling and suggested_ that serious 

consideration be given to the establishment of $35,000,000 net as an 

appropriate target. This -was sought to be achieve a by effecting econonctes, 

in addition to those proposed by the Advisory Committee, particularly in staff 

costs and the elimination of certain acti.vi ties which were deemed to be 

incompatible wi.th the principles and provisions of the Charter. Other 

delegations, who were equally desirous of economy, did not consider a pre­

determined budget ceiling practicable or necessarily desirable. The universal 

desire for a stabilized budget did not msan that it should be made inf'lsx1ble to 

a harmful degree, and serious misgivings were expressed as to whether such 

measures would not impair the work of vital services and hamper the execution of 

essential programmes. Such an approach, it was feared, might. cat too deeply 

into essential expenditures without pruning sufficiently those of a less 

important or urgent character. Many Members therefore felt that a sounder way 

of effecting economy and achieving an adequate degree of stability might be to 

exandne proposed activities, one by one, with a view to the restriction of those 

which lend·themselves to curtailment or postponement without harmful 

consequences. 

9. Subject to these general reservations, the specific recommendations made 

by the Advisory Committee in its report on the 1953 budget estiml't-tes were 

generally supported.. In some instances, however, doubt was expressed as to 

whether the reductions proposed might not impair ser~ices or activities which 

some delegations considered should be maintained at least at the 1952 le~el of 

expenditure. In this connexion, re]leated references were made to the cost of 

public information activities. It was agreed that the effectiveness of the 

Organization, as an instrument of international peace and security, should be 

measured by its positive achievements rather than by the publicity g:i ven to 

them. At the same time,, the view was strongly held that the peoples of the 

world, on whose fnf'ormed and insistent support the continuing success of tlie . -,~;';- ~ 

Organization: so largely .depended, must be kept fully informed of its aims and 

activities. It was urged that while the Sub-Committee appointed at the last 

session to review basic principles by whicb the Secretary-General, should be guided 

in framing pilblic information estimates had performed a useful.task, the 

responsibility of deciding the level at which such activities shoUld be maintained, 

was one which necessarily rested with the General Assembly itself. 

"-.. 
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10. Other directions in which economies were sought inclua.ea ths costa of 

temporary assistance, consultants, official travel ana. the expenaes of meetings 

held. away from Heaa.quarters. On the last item, a number of d.elegations thought 

that with the new Headquarters fully equipped. and. available, the hold.ing of 

meetings away from.Head.quarters should. be d.iscouragea.. The view was also 

expressed., however, that redu.otions in the costs of. meetings could. be achieved. 

by careful planning ana. sched.uling of meetings with a view to the maximum 

utilization of available facilities both at Headquarters ana. in Geneva, ana. not 

by restricting meetings to Head-quarters alone. Special attention we called. 

to the comments and. suggestions maa.e by the Ad.visory Committee in Chapter 11 of 

its first report of 1952 (A/2157) with reference to temporary assistance, 

consultants ana. the offices of Assistant Secretaries-General ana d-irectors. 

These suggestions were welcomed. as furnishing the framework of a policy within 

which the CCilllllend.able efforts alread.y maa.e by the Secretary-General to redu.ce 

such costs to an essential minimum might be further d.evelopea.. 

•o 11. The subject of re-organization of the Secretariat figured. prominently in 

the general d.iscussion. Some d.elegations voiced. regret that the benefits of 

re-organization, particularly as regard.s the Departments of Economic ana. Social 

Affairs ana. the Technical Assistance Administration, on which the Secretary­

General had been requested to report, had not been reflected in the budget 

estimates for 1953· It was hoped, however, that the CCIDllllittee 1s subsequent· 

examination of the proposals for re-erganization submitted by the Secr~tary-

General. would lead to effscti ve economies in the coming .-¥ears. In the same 

context, the suggestion was mada that the relationship between the regional 

economic commissions and Headquarters should be kept constantly under review to 

prevent unnecessary or avoidable expenses. The regional economic commissions 

might with advantage concentrate their resources on a smaller number of well­

chosen fields of activity since multiplication of activities involved the 

danger of overlapping and duplication with work being a.ons at Headquarters. 

12. The point was made by several delegations in the course of their observations 

on the general budgetary situation, that respcnaibility for continuing inc1·ea,ses 

in expend.iture aid not rest with the Secretary-<..,naral alone. On the contrary, 

such int'reases as had in fact occurred, arose fo.• the mvs r. ral.·t; frvm ciAr.t c:l una 
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taken by United. Nations bod.ies themselves, fue Seerc·La~·y-Genec·«j_ had no 

alternative other than to interpret in his budget estima.tes the financial 

in[llica.tions of' such dec:I.sions, While the Secretary-General could do much in 

the future as he had done in the past, towards achieving the desired budgetary 

ob;ectives, much more depended, in the last analysis, on the willingness and 

ab~lity of Member Governments to pursue consistent and co-ordinated polic:ies 

~ the various Councils, Commissions and Committees of' the United Nations on 

·;hich they are represented. 

13, During the discussions, the Fifth Committee had referred hack to the 

ALvisory Committee two specific items on which that Committee had already made 

its recommendations, fue first was the estimate for the passenger cars of' the 

Organization, the second the estimates for public information activities, 

14, At the 366th meeting, the Chairman of' the Advisory Committee recalled that 

at a previous meeting he had made, on behalf of' the Advisory Committee, certain 

comments on this procedure since his Committee had reached its decisions only 

after eXhaustive consideration, He stated that the Advisory Colillllittee, while 

ready at all times to f'acilitete th<3 Fifth Committee's work, wondered whether 

that new procedure, which had twic< been f'ollo~red du:t'ing. the present session, 

might not conflict with the Advisorr Committee t s terms of' reference. He 

thought further that the Fifth Comnittee would-wish to know the actual procedure 

of'. budgetary examination followed 1:r the Advisory Committee, 

15. Before making any recommends ti•n to the General Assei:J.bly 1 the Advisory 

Committee invariably requested the 'iews of' the Secretary-General. An opportunity 

was presented to the Secretary-Genertl or to his representative of' setting befcre 

the Advisory Committe all relevant c•nsiderations - administrative, budgetary, 

fiLancial and other. ·Thus, before tle Advisory Committee reached its decision -

which was invariably taken i:l executhe session - the Secretary-General had 

made known his views to the Committee, In all cru~es where a re"onnnendation of 

the Advisory Committee WB$ at variance with a proposal of the Secretary-General, 

that recommendation was made in the full knowledge of the Secretary-General's . 

attitude, and detailed reasons for th<3 l·ecommendation were given in its report. 

It then remained for the General A~oembly or the Fifth Committee .to choose 

between the two view.•, or, if tbey so wished, not to con= in either. Under 
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its terms of reference the Advisory Committee was bound, when e~amining the 

Secretary-General's budget estimates, to rely on objective criteria. It was 

tl1erefore obvious-that to request a solution agreeable to both, set up a new 

principle at variance with .the process of objective budget scrutiny. In brief, 

the Advisory Committee's a.ttention would be diverted_:from exact criteria and 

the Committee invited to play the role of friendly arbitrator. The Advisory 

Committee would therefore be grateful if tile Fifth Committee, in view of 

that statutory position, would reserve to itself alone, the role of arbitrator, 

or alternatively, would continue as formerly, to reach its decisions solely on 

the merits of submissions made respectively by the Secretary-General and the 

Advisory Committee. Members of tile Fifth Committee regarded this statement as 

laying down a principle of general application by which the Committee should be 

guided in tile future. 

Global Reduction in the 1953 total appropriations 

16.. At its 352nd meeting, after· consideration of a provisional forecast op 

Members assessments for 1953 distributed by the SecretarY-General (A/C.5/L.l82), 

the delegation of the United Kingdom submitted a proposal that the Committee 

should reg.ues C. the Secretary-Gen<>.ral to mall:e recommendations for its consideration 

on the second reading, which would reduce tile total appropriation requested for 

1953 tq a maximum of $48,7001 0001 gross, It was e:x;plained that on the evidence 

then availab~e, the likely level of assessment would be some $21000,000 above 

that of 1952. The United Kingdom delegation suggested that the Secretary-General 

should be asked to make savings of tile order of $735 1 0001 which would produce 

a provisional assessment of $441 5CO,COO; that sum1 although being substantially 

higher tllan tile 1952 level, would still make ample allowance for such special 

e:x;penses as the higher amortiza~ion charge on the Headquarters 'loan and also for 

additional funds needed for Headquarters Construction Costs, It was further 

suggested that tile Fifth Committee should neither apply particular reductions 

to particular chapters 1 nor fix an arbitrary maximum ceiling for e:xpendi ture, 

but should request the Secretary-General to make the necessary savings by 

making over all administrative cuts "across the board" and himself inform the . . 
Committee how such savings could be distributed, 



17. A >fide measure of support for the United Kingdom ':lroposal "as expressed. 

Some members, however, 'rere concerned at the precedent it might establish. 

They considered that an "across th~ board" cut might rest-.lt in the elimination or 

curtailment of measures "\>rhich had considerable support among members, or 

precipitate a series of bargainings o::t the second reading which would·be out of 

keeping >11th the Committee's responsibilities, Several representatives stressed 

that the Committee should not look on its task as being merely to reduce 

appropriations, but should regard itself as having an obligation to ensure that 

any funds appropriated were used in the most economical and rational vray possible. 

They considered it illogical for the Committee to invite the Secretary-General to 

suggest additional reductions, before it had taken a final decision on the Advisory 

Committee's original recommendations. 

18. At tlie Committee's 355th meeting, the Secretary-General expressed his 

agreement with the underlying purposes of the United Kingdom proposal and undertook 

to submit recommenQations on the second reading which would give effect to it. He 

suggested that meanwhile the Fifth Committee follow its normal procedure and deal 

with the Advisory Committee's recommendations on the initial estimates as it 

always had done. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee wholly agreed vrith this 

view, since it ;ras not open to the Advisory Committee to submit recommendations 

having political implications, these being fully ;rithin the jurisdiction of the 

Fifth Committee. He explained that in the particular situation. arising from the 

United Kingdom proposal, the Secretary-General >rould prepare a report for 

examination by the Fifth Committee. During that examination, certain directives 

could if necessary, be issued by the Fifth Committee to serve as a basis for the 

Advisory Committee's subsequent recommendations on how best to attain the set 

objective 'dthout impairing the United Nations work. The Committee adopted, by 44 

votes to none, ;rith 6 abstentions, the proposal of the United Kingdom, amended in 

accordance with a suggestion by the United States delegation. 

19. At its 37lst meeting the Committee referred to the Advisory Committee the 

proposals made by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/526) pursuant to its previous 

decision and considered at its 373rd meeting both the Secretary-General's report 

and the thirty-seventh report df the Advisory Committee upon it (A/2306}. The 

Secretary-General's report enumerated two groups of items totalling $303,150, 



'·rhich had appeared in the Secretary-General's provisional forecast of members 

assessments but ·ohich had been since eliminated by the Fifth Committee and '·rhich 

left a balance of $431,850 if the target of $735,~00 were to be acrhieved. The 

Secretary-General's report also indicated how he proposed to achieve reductions in 

this amount without impairing any of the substantive programmes of the United 

Nations.* The Secretary-General re~uested some flexibility effecting the 

reductions and proposed that the total sum of $431,850 be deducted from the budget 

under a new section 33, "global reductions to be achieved on various sections of 

the budget", He asked for authority to administer as a unit the total credit for 

travel on official business, for which an over-all reduction of $25,000 had been 

proposed, 

20. In its report, the Advisory Committee expressed its high appreciation of the 

manner in which the Secretary-General had complied with the re~uest of the Fifth 

Committee and its view that his proposals were in accord with the intent ot the 

Fifth Committee's resolution. The Advisory Committee accordingly recommended that 

the total 1953 appropriation should be reduced by the sum of $431,850 proposed by 

the Secretary-General, and concurred in the procedure suggested to secure that 

reduction. 

21. During the examination of the specific proposals the delegation of New Zealand 

proposed that an additional $8,000 be provided in order to permit two interne 

training programmes in 1953 instead of.one as suggested by the Secretary-General. 

This motion was adopted by 17 votes to 3, with 15 abstentions, 

22. In the light of the above considerations, the Committee, at its 373rd meeting, 
agreed by 33 votes to none, to adopt the following proposals: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

that provision be made under a new Section 33 for global reduction in 
the 1953 appropriations of $423,850; 
that a sub-paragraph be added to the draft appropriation resolution 
authorizing the Secretary-General to apply this global reduction under 
Section 33 to the various Sections of the budget; 
that a further sub-paragraph be added to the appropriat1on resolution 
authorizing the Secretary-General "to administer as a tm.it the 
appropriation provided in the various Sections in Part III of the budget 
for travel on official business", 

The delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics supported the 
reduction, but was categorically opposed to a budget ceiling for 1953 of 
$48,700,000. 

* Proposed reductions included: delayed recruitment and staff replacement 
($224,350); contractual arrangements and maintenance ($72,000); supplies, 
services and other items ($61,000); trainees and internes programmes ($49,500) 
and official travel ($25,000), 



Matters ar~skng from decisions taken at the Fourteenth Sessio!l of the 
Economic and Social Council 

23. The Committee's action on the various budgetary appropriations necessary 

to ilDplement the decisions of the fourteenth session of the Economic and 

Social Council are dealt with, for the most part, in the following pages of 

this report under the appropriate section heading in which the sums would fall 

in the budget, Certain points of general applicability or which affect more 

than one section of, the 1953 budget may be conveniently summarized at this 

stage. The first relates to the decision of the Economic and Social Council to 

hold its sixteenth sesslon at_ Geneva in 1953 and a similar decision regarding 

the ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights, The Committee considered at 

.its· 354th and 355th meetings the financia!l :!.nJplica:t;ions of these decisions based 

u;pon estimates submitted by the Advisory Committee in its eighth report (A/2245), 

24. The President of the Economic and Social Council, addressing the 

Committee, recalled that the Council at its 657th plenary meeting had adopted 

a French proposal to designate Geneva as the ~ for the sixteenth session 

of the Council and he reviewed the chief arguments adduced for and against 

that proposal during the Council's session. Those representatives supporting 

a request for additional credits·to ilDplement the Council•s_decision ~hasized 

the desirability of a reasonable decentralization of sessions and stressed that 

it was essential to make the fullest use, beth of the staff and of the 

facilities in the United Nations Office at Geneva. They were also of the 

opinion that it was possible to accomplish a heavier workload in the same 

period as compared with New York during the summer months. They recalled also 

that the specialized agencies had urged the holding of the Council's session 

at Geneva and the Fifth Committee was constantly being asked to erulure eloser 

co~operation between the United Nations and the specialized agencies, 

25. Representatives opposing the request for su;pplementary credits stresseJ. 

the point that the .facilities at Headquarters were entirely sufficient and 

should be fully utilized; the reasons for holding tte sessions away from 

Headquarters should be so substantial that they outweighed the financial, 

administrative and other disadvantages to Governments and the dislocation of 

the secretariat resulting from decentralization of 'its activities. It was 



Page 12 

pointed out that the Council would accoiT[Jlish ·just as liDlch work if it met at 

Headquarters and since 1953 will be a difficult year from a finan?ial point 

of vie;r, the additional expenditure caused by the Council's meeting in Geneva 

'muld add a burden which the 1953 budget could not easily· support. Some of 

these representatives stated that their opposition related to the year 1953 

only pending the acceptance of a well drafted plan for the most effective use 

of the facilities available, both at the Geneva. Office and a.t Headquarters, and 

an appropriate pa.ttern of conferences for all United Nations organs, 

26. In the light of this excha.nge of yiews, the Fifth Committee took the 

follow_ing decisions: 

l, It approved the Advisory Committee's recommendation for an 

appropria-tion of $1201 000 distributed between Section 3 and Section 20 

as representing the estiEJa,ted cost of holding the sixteenth session of the 

Economic and Social Council at Geneva instead of at Headquarters by 

17 votes to 14,with ,11 abstentions, 

2. It approved an a-dditional appropriation of $40,000 as recommended 

by the Advisory Committee for distribution between Section 3 and 

Section 20 as representing the cost of holding the Commission on 

HUman Rights at Geneva instead of a.t Headquarters.. This recommendation 

was adopted by 18 votes to 13, with 11 abstentions, 

27. The seconii question related to ECOSOC resolution 442 (X:CY) 1 ,,-h.,repy 

Council decided to appoint for- an experimental period of one sear and in a 

personal capa.city, a. rapporteur on matters relating to freedom of information, 

The Secretary-General had included in his estimate of $8,8001 a provision of 

$2,500 to cover payment of an honorarium., The Advisory Committee in its 

eighth report (A/2245) had recalled that only in exceptional cases had the 

General Assembly concurred in the payment of honoraria for work performed on 

behalf of the United Nations and had stated its preference, in the present 

case for a provision on a per d:Lem basis within a maxima-of $21 0001 recommending 

a total estimate of $81300, There was general recognition that the iiT[Jortant 

question was not the sum involved but whether any subsidiary organ of the 

Genee'al Assembly should have the right to appoint a rapporteur on. the 

understanding that an honorarium would be paid. The Committee a.t its 356th 
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meeting approved a proposal of' the United States to restore the estimate to 

its original level of' $8,ECO L1 the specific instance before it. At the same 

time, however, it referred to the Advisory Committee a draf't resolution also 

proposed by the delegation of' the United States (A/C.5/L.l87) which would 

instruct all organs of' the United Nations to obtain prior General Assembly 

approval before taking decisions which would involve commitments to pay 

honoraria. 

28, The Cowmittee considered the Advisory Committee's sixteenth rep~rt 

(A/22£4) dealing with this g_uestion a,t its 366th meeting. The representative 

of' the Uhitea. States 1?ithdrew the proposal previously made on behalf' of' his 

delegation in f'avour of' an alternative text proposed in the Advisory Committee's 

report which would suggest that the General Assembly should express its 

recognition of' the f'act that the appointment of' a person as rapporteur of' 

a United Nations body confers honour ·upon his country and distinction u;pon 

himself', and that no such appointment should carry remuneration. It was 

explained ·tha'o this text was designed to lay emphasis on the purposes 

contemplated in the United States draf't resolution, by underlining the 

principle that the of'f'ice of' rapporteur in the United Nations, being an of'f'ice 

of' honour, not prof'itl carries no emoluments. Most of' the members taking part 

in the discussion, endorsed the principle underlying the proposed text but 

some, without dissenting from the view that no commitmen·t could be entered 

into except 'Tith the prior consent of' the General· Assembly, considered tha'c 

cases should be judged on their merits and that the text proposed was too 

rigid. It was agreed that remuneration should not be understood as meaning, 

supsistence allowances tor the payment of' which there existed valid reasons. 

29. In the light of' its discussion the Committee approved the draft 

resolution proposed by the Advisory Committee by 46 votes to o, with 2 

abstentions, and accordingly recommends to the General Assembly adoption of' 

the draft resolution which is included at the end of' this report. 

30. The third g_uestion arising f'rom consideration of' the financial implications 

of' resolutions of' the Economic and Social Council, concerns the budgetary 

provision necessary f'or the financing of' groups of' experts reporting to the 
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Council and its fur,ctional commissions. The Advisory Committee had stressed 

~he importance of preliminary work being done to the fullest extent possible 

before hand by the specialist staff members of the United Nations and, 

where necessary, in consultation with specialist staff members of any 

specialized agency concerned in the study, in order to reduce to a min:l.nrum 

the length of the session of any expert group. Payment of fees in addition 

to travel and subsistence expenses to members of Commis·sions and Committees, 

whether serving as experts or in a representative capacity, could not, in 

the opinion of the Advisory Committee, be reconciled with the principles 

adopted by the General ASsembly in its resolution 231 (III) and reaffirmed 

in resolution 459 (V). In this connexion, the Fifth Committee noted the 

intention of the Secretary-General to endeavour to secc~e the services of 

members o:f these groups on the basis of payment of subsistence. allowances 

only, and not to pay additional remuneration, unless such payment was essential 

to secure the services of a particular person. 

Proposed exchange of properties between the United Nations and the Competen" 
authorities of the Republic and Canton of Geneva 

31. At its :?66th meeting, the Committee considered a proposal from the 

Secretary-General (A/C.5/510) concerning th!'l proposed excha.Iige of two .. 
properties adjoining the Palais des Nations. Those properties were "le Chene" 

at present awned by the United Nations, and 11le Bocage 11 which the Republic 

of Sw.itzerland and the Canton of Geneva had recently purchased from a private 

owner. The Committee had before it in this connexion the fourteenth report 

of the Advisory Committee (A/22[,2), which enrphaaized the fact that prote.ction 

of tha amenities of the Palais was a matter of considerable importance to 

Member Sta.tes, and that the proposed exchange, which was the outcome of 

negotiations and formal agreement with the cantonal authorities, would afford 

a safeguard against the commercial development of any part of the properties 

surrounding the Palais des Nations. The AdVisory Committee had considered the 

financial implications of the exchange on the assumption that the conclusions 

given by the Secretary-General had been co=oborated by local technical experts, 

' 

~ 

I 
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and its report gave the Commit"Gee details indicating that the two properties 

were considered to be of substsntially the same value. The Advisory Committee 

considered that the possibility of establishing the permanent Headquarters of 

the World !-!eteorological Organization at "le Bocage", which was suitable for 

conversion into office accommodations, should not be overlooked, and the 

Fifth Committee was informed by the representative of the Secretary-General 

tha.t that suggestion would pe studied in consultation with the World 

Meteorological Organization. In the light of the information submitted and on 

the understanding that the negotiations could be concluded without financial 

outlay, the Fifth Committee approved the recommendations of the Advisory 

Committee in regard to this question, by 4o·votes to none, with 5 abstentions. 

Increase in the amount of the Working Capital Fund 

32 •. The Ccmmittee had before it a proposal from the Secretary-General 

(AjC.5/5l5) to retain in the Working Capital Fund the balance of surplus 

~ account as at 31 Deceniber 1950 ($11 2391 203) which had been teny;>orarily 

transferred to the Working Capitsl Fund at the sixth session of the Assembly 

and the balance of surplus account as at 31 December 1951 ($380,5U). This 

proposal was submitted to the Advisory Committee which in its twenty-first 

report (A/2273) expressed the opinion that the level of the Working Capitsl 

Fund was somewhat too low for the needs of the organization and concurred in 

th~ proposals of the Secretsry-General. 

33. The Reports of the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee were 

considered by the Fifth Committee at its 367th meeting. While some ~embers 

were opposed to any .increase in the Fund above $20 million, the majority 

agreed with the recommendation of the Advisory Committee to retain in the 

Fund the balance of surplus account at 31 December 1950. This proposal was 

approved by 39 votes to 8, with 2 abstentions. The Committee, however, by 

17 votes to U with 2l abstentions, approved a French proposal to defer until 

the second reading a decision in the proposal regarding the transfer of the 

balance of surplus account at 31 December 1951 ($380,511). 

34. At the 373rd meeting of the Committee, a proposal was made by the 

delegation of France that the amount of the Working Capital Fund be fixed for 

1953 at $21,500,000 1 by transferring to the Fund a part only (namely,$260,797) 
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of the balance of f!urplus account a.t 31 December 1951 and leaving the 

remaj.nder (.$ll9,714) to be offset against the contributions of Memb~r States for 

1953, The representative of the Secretary:-General said that he woul.d not 

raise any objection to the proposal which was then approved by 28 votes to 

6 yri th 2 abstentions • 

35, At its 367th meeting, the Committee also gave consideration to a proposal 

by the delegation of Australia which. was related both to certain aspects of 

the problem of the size of the Working Capital Fund and to the proposal of the 

Secretary-General for an appropriation of $1,000,000 under Section 3l(a.) cf 

the. budget for the financing of Headquarters construction costs. The 

Australian proposal was that the amount of .$1,0001 000 be included in Section 

3l(a) of the budget on first reading but that .a. Working Group of the Fifth 

Committee be appointed to discuss with member governments the extent to which 

firm unde:ttakings could be given that all or a substantial part of their 

contributions could be paid in the first half of 1953. If the discussion of 

the Working Group showed that contributions likely to be received in the 

early part of 1953 would make possible the temporary financing of all 

Headquarters construction costs out of the Working Capital Fund1 the item 

. of $1,000 1 000 might be eliminated, The Australian proposal was approved by 

36 votes to 5 with 6 abstentions, following which the Chairman appointed a 

Harking Group consisting of the repre.sentative of Denmark as Chairman ancl the 

representatives of Australia, Egypt, Mexico, Norway, Pakistan and Poland, 

36. The Working Group held three meetings, in the course of'which it held 

discussions With representatives of member countries, taking as a basis the 

replies submitted in response to the enquiries instituted by the Secretary­

General as a result of the adoption of General Assembly resolution 585 (VI). 

Tha.t resolutiOn, in paragraph 6; had invited member states to examine methods 

w·hereby within the limits of their constitutiona'l processes a substantial 

proportion of their contributions would be paid within the first quarter of 

each. year, The responses of member government<; to this invitation are 

summarized in a report of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/516). 

37. The Chairman of the Harking Group, ·Mr. Finn T,B •. Friis 

submitted a report from the Harking Group (A/C.5/539) •. The 

(Denmark) 

report indicated . . 
that on the basis of replies submitted by governments in response to 

General Assembly res.,lution 585 (VI) and the statements made to the Working Grou;p, 
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the Secretary-General est:Imatea. that appro:x::Imately 27.79 per cent of the total 

1953 contributions :might be e:x:pecteil during the first si:x: months of that year 

as compareil wtth 19.·13 per cent of the 1952 contributions actually collectsd 

iluring the first si:x: months of 1952. The report also drew attention to ths 

relationship of the volume of arrears to the problem which it had uniler 

consideration. 

38. The report of the Working Group was considereil at the 374th ~sting of the 

Fifth Committee. The representative of the Secretary-General stateil that 

while he appreciateil the '~ork of the Working Group anil the co-operation of 

governments which had givsn unilertaking rsgariting the early payment of ths 

contributions, he ilid not consiiler it woulil be safe eithsr to reiluce the size 

of the Working Capital Funil or to eliminate any part of the appropriation uniler 

S3ction 3l(a) of the budget. A tentative estimate of'e:x:psnses likely to arise 

in the first half of 1953 inilicateil that, if contributions in the first h8,1f 

of 1953 wsre receiveil in accorilance with the unilertakings given to the Working 

Group, the balance in the Working Capital Funil as at 30 June 1953 woulil not be 

greatly in excess of three :million dollars. He thought that such a margin was 

insufficient to justify the Secretary-General's agreeing to any proposal which 

might have the effect of ilecreasing the cash ~esourcss available. Hs thought, 

however, that the position might be revieweil at ths eighth ssssion of the Assembly 

in the light of the actual recoril of contributions in 1953, especially since 

co~ern had bsen e:x:presseil on the rate of payment in relation to the size of 

the Working Capital Funil anil the ilemanils upon it. 

The Committee accorilingly deciiled_ to leave the full aJI!Ount of $1 million 

in Section 3l(a) of the builget. 

Other matters 

39. In its report to the General Assel!ibly und.er item 62 of the agenda, the 

adoption of Spanish as a working language for the Economic anil Social Council 

ana. its functional commissions (A/2283) 1 the Committee ailvised the General 

Assembly that anticipated e:x:pena.itures for this purpose during 1953 coulil be 

held within a maximum of $350,000. At the second reading of the estimates, the 

Committee confirmeil this total sum in the appropriate sectional a:mounts as 

inilicated by the Secretary-General, in his StmmJar'Y of the budget situation 

(A/C-5/538). 

40, The Co=ittee 's conclusions upon ind.ivia_ual sections of the 1953 builget 

are recorileil in the following part of this report. 
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Section l - The General Assemb1y, Commissions and Committees 

:At its 365th meeting, the estimate of $640,000, recommended by the Advisory 

vumwittee in its first r~ort to the seventh session of the General Assembly 

(A/'2J.57), was unanimously a:pproved in ;t'irst reading. At the same me<:ting a 

supplementary appropriation of $7,400 was approved in respect of a meeting of the 

International Law Commission at Geneva during 1953. At the 352nd meeting, a 

further $3,000 was approved to provide for h:lre of a car for the President during 

sessions of the General Assembly. 

The Committee's decision, at its 360th meeting, to appropriate under other 

relevant Sections of the budget, a total amount of $350,000 to permit the use of 

Spanish as a third working language by the Economic alld Social Council and its 

functional commissions made possible a reduction of $47,000 ~the appropriation 

as finally approved ($603,4oO) for this Section. 

Section 2 - The Security Council, Commissions and Committees 

At its 365th ~eeting, the Committee approved without objection the 

maintenance of the Section pro forma in the 1953 budget, noting that the necessary 

sums for printing the official records of the Security Council were provided for 

in Section 25 - Official Records. 

Section 3 - The Economic and Social Council, Commissions alld Committees 

The Secretary-General's original estimates for this Section having been 

pr~ared before the fourteenth session of the Economic and Social Council, revised 

estimates were submitted to the Committee at :i.ts 356th meeting (A/C.5/498 and 

Add.1), in addition to which the Committee had before it the eighth r~ort of the 

Advisory Committee (A/2245), recommending a total provision under Section 3 of 

$'2J.9,900. 

The Committee rejected two proposals of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics; the first, to reduce the estimates by a sum of $6,100 in respect of 

the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee of Experts on Prevention of Crime and Treatment of 

Offenders (28 votes to 6, ;with 18 allstentions); the second, to reduce the 

( 
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estimates by a sum of $30,000 in respect of the Ad Hoc Committee on Forced Labour 

( 41 votes to 5, w.!. th 3 abstentions) • 

The Committee's discussion on the re~uisite budgetary provis~on for holding 
!: 

the sixteenth session of the Economic and Social Council and the ninth session of 

the Commission on Human Rights during 1953 in Geneva, is dealt with in paragraphs 

23-35 above-. For these purposes an additional appropriation of $7Q,OOO was 

accepted. The Committee next approved specifically and without o~jection .a 

provision of $30,600 for meetings at Head~uarters during 1953 of the.Commission on 

the Status of Women, the Social Commission and the Statistical Commission, and a 
,, 

further provision of $25,000 for the Committee on the Financing of Economic 

Development of Under-Developed Countries. By 30 votes to 6, with,'ll abstentions, 

an appropriation of $5,800 for the purpose of ~lementing resolution 442 (XIV) of 
' 

the Economic and Social Council concerning. the appointment of a R~pporteur on 

matters relating to freedom of information, was also approved. 

Provision for the remaining items on the 1953 Council programme as originally 

estimated by the Secretary-General and concurred in by the Advise~ Committee, 

together with the items noted above, involved a total appropriation for Section 3 

of $22o,4oo, which was approved at first reading without objection. 

Conse~uent on the distribution of the total estimated costs of the adoption 

of Spanish as a third working language of the Economic and Social Council and its 

functional commissions this total was increased on second reading by $31,800, au.l. 

by a further $11,000 under the resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its 

seventh session with respect to the financing of economic develop~ent through the 

establisbment of fair and equital:>le international prices for pri!rul.ry commodities 

and through the execution of national programmes of integrated economic 

development. 

A final appropriation for Section 3 in the amount of $263,20e was therefore 

confirmed during the second reading of the estimates. 

Section 3 (a) - Permanent Central OPium Board and Narcotic Drugs Supervisory Body 
. . : . ."• . . - L ~ '· ; 

At its 356th meeting, the Committee approved, Without obJections, the 

estimate of $20,000 recomrrended by the Advisory Committee for Section 3 (a). 
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Sections 3 (b), 22 and 23- Regional Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East 
and Latin America 

At its 356th meeting, the Committee considered the budgetary provision for 

meetings of the Regional Economic Commission during 1953 (Section 3 (b)), and at 

its 354th meeting, the budgetary provision for the supporting Secretariat of the 

two regional economic commissions for Asia and the Far East and for Latin America 

(Sections 22 and 23). 

In its consideration of these estimates, particu].ar attention was drawn to 

paragraphs 18 and 146 of the first report of the Advisory Committee (A/2157). 

The Fifth Committee endorsed the views of the Advisory Committee that in submitting 

the estimates for 195~ the Secretary-General should indicate the feasibility of 

meeting any continuing e:xpansion of activity in the regions by a steady if not 

strictly proportionate contraction at Headquarters. In the light of its review, 

the Committee approved unanimously at first reading, the estimates recommended by 

the Advisory Committee; as follows: 

Section 3 (b), $96,000;· Section 22, ECAPE Secretariat- $11 030,000; Section 23-

ECLA Secretariat, $866,000. 

Section 4 - Trusteeship Council, Commissions and Committees 

At its 372nd meeting, the Committee considered the estimates for Section 4 
. ' ' 

relating specifically to requirements for the 1953 Visiting Mission to Trust 
I 

Territories in the Pac:)..fic. Following decision of the Trusteeship Council the 

Secretary-General had ftibmitted proposals for an appropriation of $59,900 

(A/C.5/929). The Advifory Committee had recommended a totel of $55,000 (A/2300), 
I . ' . 

indicating that a redu¢tion of one, in the proposed number of Secretariat 
' . ' . officials accompanying: the Mission, should be possible. Members of the Committee 
! 

discussed in detail th¢ work which the 1953 Visiting Mission would be required to 

accomplish, and althou~ the Committee noted that the sum of $55 1 000 exceeded the 

aJl!Ount recOIII!llSnded for'the 1950 Visiting Mission in the Pacific, several members 

felt that they could nQt support any reduction in an appropriation which would 

lead to a curtailment Gf United Nations activities in. Trust Territories. The 
I ' 

~ 
I 
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Committee accepted a proposal of the delegation of the Dominican Republic for an 

increase of $4,900 in the amount recommended by the Advisory Committee and 

approved by 26 votes to 2, with 10 abstentions, a first reading estimate of 

$591 000 for Section 4. 

Section 5 - Investigations and Enguiries 

To provide for the requirements of United Nations Missions, the Advisory 

Committee, in its first report (A/2157) had recommended, on a provisional basis, 

a global appropriation of $2,0001 000, Subsequently detailed estimates were 

submitted by the Secretary-General in amplification of this global appropriation, 

in addition to which the Committee, as a basis for its consideration, had before 

it the following reports of the Advisory Committee: Korean Service Medals 

(A/2260) 1 United Nations Tribunal in Libya (A/2271), United Nations Tribunal in 

Eritrea (A/2274) 1 tlnited Nations Military Observers in Greece (A/2292) 1 Military 

Observer Group. in India and Pakistan (A/2291) 1 Advisory Council for Italian 

Somaliland (A/2293), United Nations Commission for the Unification and 

Rehabili~ation of Korea (A/23o4), Truce Supervision Organizati~n for Palestine 

(A/2305), In each case the estimates recommended by the Advis9ry Committee were 

approved, For reasons set out in the official records of the Committee's meetings, 

the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, supportea by other 

representatives, voiced the opposition of their delegations to the provision of 

budgetary credits for these activities, 

At its 366th meeting, the Committee considered a report of the Secretary­

General (A/C.5/509) on the cost of provision of Korean Service Medals which he 

anticipated would amount in total to $429,000, However, since it eppeared 

unlikely that all the medals would become available in 19531 the Committee epproved 

an appropriation of $3001 000 in the 1953 budget and decided that the Secretary­

General shouJ.d be authorised to make advances from the Working Capital Fund not 

exceeding $1291 000 to cover any additional costs arising in 1953. 

At its 367th meeting, the Committee, by 39 votes to 5, approved estimates 

r'. totalling $120,000 to cover the e:x;penses of the United Nations Tribunal in Libya, 
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aru1 by 38 votes to 5, estimates totalling $25,700, for the United,Nations Tribunal 

in Eritrea. 

At its 370th meeting, the Committee, by 34 votes to 5, approved estimates 

totallin8 $68o,ooo, tl1 cover expenses· of the Military Observer Group in Infia ana 
P;;:kistan, ana bff 35 v tes to 5, estimates totalling $110,000 ana $145,000 to cover 

the respective expens s of the Unite~ Nations Military Observers in Greece and the 

Acvisory Council for .talian Somaliland. 
I 

At its 373~ mee~ing, the Committee, by 33 votes to 5, approved estimates 
I ' 

totalline, $450,000 to 'cover expenses of the Truce Supervision Organization for 

Palestine, ana. by 30 totes to 5, estimated totalling $250,000 :for the requirements 

of the Unite0. Nations I commission for the Unification ana. Rehabilitation of Korea. 
I 

At its 370th meet-ing, the Committee, und.er rule 152 of the rules of procedure 

of the General Assembk, agreed by 37 votes to none, with 6 abstentions, to advise· 

the General Assembly that adoption of the draft resolution proposed by the Ad Hoc 
' --

Political Committee o~ the Repatriation of Greek Children would involve an 
I 

appropriation of $1.5,900 under Section 5. At the S001lfl meeting, the Committee 

decided to advise theiGeneral Assembly under rule 152 of the rules of procedure 

that_ adoption of the ~:ft resolution of the Ad Hoc Political Committee concerning 

the United Nations Co iliation Commission for Palestine would involve an 

appropriation of $45, 00 under the S001lfl Section. These amounte had been 

recommend.ed by the Ad 

(A/2297; A/2308) • 

iso:ry Co~t~ee in its thirtieth and thirty-ninth reports 

<t.· 
On the understa ing that an adjustment would be made in the total of the 

estimates :for Section 5, should the General Assembly's action upon the above­

mentions~ resolutions so require, the Committee, at its secona reading, approved 

by 35 votes to 5, a total credit of $2,140,700 for the Section after it had 

rejecteo a proposal of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to delete from the 

buc1.set a similar sum. In approving these sums the Committee endorseil paragraph 94 

of the Ailvis:::>ry Committee's report ana noteil the assurance of the Secretary­

General that he woulCI arrange for suitable :::>n-the-spot investigations. 

Section 5 (a) - United Nations Field Service 

At the Committee's 375th meeting, the ilelegate of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics proposed the deletion from. the bud.get of any provision for the 

United Nations Field Service on the ground.s that such a service was inconsistent 
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with the provisions of the Charter. The Committee, after rejecting by 27 votes 

to 5, with 2 abstentions, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposal, 

iecided by 31 votes to 5 to approve the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 

for an appropriation under this Section of $546,200. 

aection 6 - Executive Office of the Secretary-General 

At its 344th meeting, the Committee approved unanimously at first reading, 

the estimate of $458,600 recommended by the Advisory Committee for the Executive 

Office of the Secretary-General. 

Section 6 (a) - Library 

In the course of the Committee's discussion, at its 356th meeting, of· the 

estimates for this Section, the importance of the services provided by the 

Library, both to the Delegations and to the Secretariat was widely recognized, 

Concern was expressed, however, that the Library should be administered as 

efficiently and as economically as possible and in this connexion co~arison was 

drawn by several delegations between the number of staff employed by the 

United Nations Libraries at Geneva and Headquarters respectively. Particular 

attention was called to the observations made by the Advisory Committee in 

paragraxhs 112 and 113 of its first report (A/2157), with reference to the 

elimination or further consolidation of departmental branch units and to the 

necessity of pursuing at all times a selective policy in the matter of 

acquisitions, whether by purchase, gift or eJi:change. In response to requests 

for additional information concerning plans for a new Library building, the 

I"Jommittee was informed $at the existing building would, in any event, be retained, 

although it might be structurally modified. There was general agreement that the 

orga.t.ization and staffing of the Headquarters Library should be the subject of 

a spec~al review, both by the Secretary-General and by the Advisory Connnittee, 

Sul.jectto the views expressed, the Advisory Committee's recommendation for 

an a;p:propl~ation of $475,000 was approved without objection on first reading. 



Section 7 - Department of Political and Security Council Affairs·: 

At its 344th meeting, the Committee approved unanimously a.t .first reading 

the estimate of $769,200, originally submitted by the Secretary-qeneral and 

recommended by the Advisory Committee. 

Section 8 - Military Staff Committee Secretariat 

The Committee at its 344th meeting a]proved unanimously an <j!Stimate of 

$137,000 for Section 8, to cover 6XPenses of the Military Staff Committee 

Secretariat. 

Sections 9 27 28 and 2 - Technical Assistance Administration· Social 
Activities; Economic Development an Public 
Administration 

The discussion in the Committee at its 345th meeting on the technical 

assistance activities of the United Nations covered a wider field than in past 

years, inasmuch as the total administrative expenditures of such activities 

including the :part met out of the Special Account allocations, were. under 

examination in accordance·with the ]revisions of resolution 594 (VI) of the 

General Assembly, 

The Advisory· committee had recommended that the appropriations requested in 

Sections 9, 27, 28 and 29 should be a;p]roved, but thought that the estimate for 

administrative and indirect operational expenditures ~ $1,639,000 - in a total 

budget estimated at approximately ten million (gross), should be reduced to 

$1,389,000, The reduction of $250,000 in administrative and indirect 
.,.__. ~. . 

~rational costs, while not affecting the actual budget a~:pro:priations, would 

'J:alea.se an equivalent amount for operational expenses of the :programme as a 

whole. 

The representative of the Secretary-General undertook to examine carefully 

and give effect to the Advisory Committee's r~commendations to the fullest extent 

:possible but expressed the hope that the reduction in the level of administrative 

coste suggested by the Advisory Committee should be looked upon a.s an objective 

to be sought rather than an obligation, 



Members of the Committee were generally satisfied by the assurances given 

by the representative of the Secretary-General, and the Chairman of the Advisory 

Committee confirmed that his Committee was asking for nothing more than a 

conscientious effort to achieve the Committee's recommendaticn. 

The Committee noted that the 1953 estimates presented for the Technical 

Assistance Administration indicating the anticipated costs of administrative and 

operational activities,.had been subject to closer scrutiny than in past years 

in aecordance with the Committee's previously expressed views. Some members 

considered, however, tha.t since in all agencies concerned, expenditures for 

technical assistance activities amounted to a considerable sum, the present 

arrangement which allowed for insufficient legislative control was unsound and 

that it should not become permanent. 

It was also pointed out, with regard to the Advisory Committee's reference 

to excessive paper work in the Technical Assistance Administration,·that 

governments could he4J in achieving economy in this direction by asking for 

fewer and shorter reports. 

The Committee approved unanimcusly the estimates recommended by the 

Advisory Committee, viz: $386,700 for Section 9; $768,500 for Section 27; 
$479,4oO for Section 28 and $145,000 for Section 29. 

Section 10 - Department ·of Economic Affairs, and Section 11 - Department of 
Social Affairs 

The Committee began consideration of the estimates for the Departments of 

Economic Affairs and Social Affairs, at its 354th meeting, its review covering the 

total estimates for these two Sections, as modified by the decisions of the 

Economic and Social Council at its fourteenth session. Discussion was based on 

revised estimates submitted by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/498) and a report 

thereon by the Advisory Committee (A/2245). 

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics recalled how 

the Advisory Committee and several delegations had on different occasions 

e!DJ.lhasized the need to sin!Plify the structure of the two Departments in order to 

increase output and to avoid unnecessary expenditure: In this connexion he 

referred specifically to paragra:PhS 12 to l6 of the Fifth Committee is report to 

the sixth session (A/2022) wherein the Secretary-General was requested to review 
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the whole structure of the Departments of Economic Affairs and SociaJ. Affairs and 

the Technical Assistance Administration as well as the system of <:a-ordination 

between them within the context of a wider re-organiza.tion of the Secretariat 

and to report to the General Assembly at its seventh session. In keeping with 

this decision, pe proposed that the 1953 budget estimates should provide for an 

amalgamation of the Department of Economic Affairs and the Department of 

Social Affairs and to that end he further proposed that the appropriations 

requested for the two Departments be reduced by $400,000 and $300 1 000 respectively. 

After preliminary discussion of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic's 

proposals; the Committee decided to defer their consideration until it had -

received the comments of the Advisory rJmmittee on the Secretary-General's 

recommendations for a broader re-organization of the Secretaria.t {A/22l4 j. The 

Committee also requested the Advisory Committee to take into consideration the 

proposals of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic representative in preparing 

its report. 

Discussion of the budget estimates for Sections lt a.nd ll was continued a.t 

the 37lst meeting, on the basis of the relevant observations of the Advisory 

Committee (paragraphs 8-12 of document A/2290) and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics draft resolution (A/C.5/L.l85). There being no general comments on 

the estimates for Sections 10 and ll as a.whole, the Committee proceeded to a.· 

decision on the specific appropriations to be recommended. 

Section lO - Department of Economic Affairs 

The Committee noted the Advisory Committee's statement (A/2290) that having 

regard to the administrative measures contell!Pla.ted and the proposals submitted 

by the Secretary-General in response to the United Kingdom request for over-all 

budgetary savings, it was unable to make a. recommendation on the further reductions 

proposed by the Union of .Soviet Socialist Republics delegation. The Committee 

rejected, by 30 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republic's proposal (A/C.5/L.l85) for reduction of $400,000 in the ~propria.tion. 

for Section 10 recommended by the Advisory Committee. The Committee then 

approved (by 33 votes to 5, with i abstention) the Advisory Committee's 

recommendation for an appropriation of $2,3o4,ooo. 

' 

• 

' 
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Section ll - Department of' Social .Af'f'airs 

The Committee noted that, as in the case of' Section 10, the Advisory 

Committee :felt unable to recommend :further reductions. The Committee rejected 

(by 30 votes to .5' with 4 abstentions) the Union of' Soviet Socialist Republics 

proposal (A/C .• 5/L.l85) for a reduction of $300,000 in. the 'appropriation 

recommended by the Advisory Committee. By 35 votes to 5, with no abstentions, 

the Committee approved the recommendation of' the Advisory Committee :for an 

appropriation of' $1,749,500 for Section ll. 

Section 12 - Department of' Trusteeship and Information from Non-Self-Governing 
Territor;l.es 

Estimates :for the Department of Trusteeship and Inf'ormation from Non-Self­

Governing Territories were considered by the Committee at its ;;46th meeting. 

In reply to an en~uiry as to the f'easibiiity of merging the Specialists Unit 

and the Territorial Research and Analysis Section as recommended by the Advisory 

Committee, the representative of the Secretary-General stated that since the 

functions of the two sections were entirely different, no saving in staff would 

result, He added that constant efforts were being made to increase the 

:flexibility of' departmental staff. 

In consideration of' the proposed reduction of $4,000 :for established posts, 

the Chairman of' the Advisory Committee agreed to the Assistant 0ecretary-General•s 

proposal that this saving be effected by reclassif'ication rather than reduction 6f' 

professional posts. 

The. Committee approved unanimously estimates for Secticn 12 totalling 

$950,000. 

Sections 13 and 21, and Section 26, Chapter I (vii and xi'; Chapter II (ii) -
Department of' Public Information, the Information Centres and Publications, 
relating to Public Inf'ormation Activities 

The estimates for public information activities as a whole were considered 

initially by the Committee at its 349th, 350th and 351st meetings. The Advisory 

Committee in its first report (A/2157) had recommended that the estimates 

originally submitted by the Secretary-General for these Sections be reduced from 



$4,042,440 to $3,899,840, or, a total reduction of $142,600. 'Ij:le Secretary-

General had not contested the reduction of $5,100 relating to the Geneva 

Information Centre (Section 20) but did contest the balance of $137,500. 

It was stated qn behalf of the Secretary-General, that, through efficient 

and economical management, certain substantial and unavoidable cost increases 

which had arisen during the previous three years, had already been met, without 

requesting an appropriation in 1953 ~xceeding that of 1952. If, the cuts 

recommended were implemented, such action would impair the information services 

of the organi~e.tion, which had been brought to their present state of effectiveness 

in full accord with the basic principles decided upon by the General Assembly at 

the previous session. For that reason, it was stated, the Secretary-General 

felt himself unable to accept the considerable reductions proposed by the 

Advisory Committee. 

Some delegations stressing the need for strict economlf to achieve a 

stabilization of the organization's budget, believed that the time had come when 

a serious atte~t should be made to determine a definite relationship from the 

budgetary aspect between public information expenditures and the total 

expenditures of the organi~a.tion. They stressed the need for an order of 

priorities for,information services, and considered that the Committee should 

make its decision on the appropriation with the above points in mind and with 

some knowledge of what the actual assessment on members was likely to be. 

Other delegations expressed the view that the value of public information 

services could not be evaluated in purely monetary terms and it was in the 

economically less developed countries that fuller coverage could be given. On 

account of the importance of public information services, it was thought that 

their present level should be maintained. 

These delegations pointed out the importance of the organization's public 

information services in continuing its educational taske and in making known its 

activities and the results achieved. In particular, these :tmpartial information 

services were valued highly by small countries, which, in rna.ny cases, had no 

national information agencies, or had inadequate news agency services to prnviae 

their populations with all of the facts and information they required. 

A number of delegations were of the opinion that there might be room .for 

savings in the organization and distribution of Information Centres, 
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As a result of its discussions, several oelegatione moved proposals affecting 

the budget for information activities. 

The representative o~ Poland believing that even more substantial economies 

than those recommended by the Advisory Committee were possible, proposed that 

the eet:iinatee be reduced by a sum of $250,000 below the amount recommended by the 

Advisory Committee. 

The representative of Australia proposed that the eet:iinates be approved at 

a level of $250,000 belo-w the Secretary-General's est:iinatee, on the understanding 

that coneio.erable elasticity would be allawea in transfers between Sections 

coucerue~, in order to avoi~ excessive dislocation of the existing programmes. 

The representative of China proposed that sums totalling $74,000 be arl~ed 

to the amounts recommended by the Advisory Committee with the purpose of restoring 

to the est:iinates of the Secretary-General approx:iinately half the amount of the 

reductions proposed. 

The representative of the Philippines, supported by other ~elegations, 

proposed that the amount recommended by the Advisory Committee be increased by a 

• sum of $137,500, thus restoring the est:iinatee to the level proposed by the 

Secretary-General. 

In. vie<! of the widely divergent opinions expressed in the Committee the 

representative of Sweden, proposed that the est:iinates be referred back to the 

Advisory Committee with a request that efforts should be made, in consultation 

with the Secretary-General and in the light of the Committee's discussion, to 

reach a mutually agreeable solution. 

Several delegations expressed the opinion that this ,action would create a 

dangerous precedent, as no new evidence to be placed before the Advisory Committee 

had emerged frcm the discussions to date and that therefore adoption of this 

course would only lead to reaching a solution on which neither the Advisory 
' 

Committee nor the Secretary-General would be convinced. 

The Secretary-General indicated his willingness to try to reach a solution 

in further discussion with the Advisory Committee. The Chairman of the Advisory 

Committee stated that,. while some of hie colleagues 1-~ould. consi~er it pointless 

to reopen the question of information activities in the Advisory Committee, they 

would be quite ready to examine the problem if the Fifth Committee eo desired. 

The Committee, by 29 votes to 11 with 14 abstentions, a(lopted the S;1e~ieh proposal. 

., 
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At its 366th meeting, the Committee had before it the twelfth report of 

the Advisory Committee (A/2259) which stated that while the Advisory Committee 

ha.d received no evidence or additional data to warrant a change in its earlier 

position, it had taken under careful consideration an exchange of communications 

between its Chairman and the Secretary-General subsequent to the date of the 

latter's meeting with the Committee, In his communication the Secretary-General 

stated'his conclusion that "in view of the general ceiling on the 1953 budget 

necessitating further economies in all fields", the restoration requested by him 

under the information sections of the budget should be $57,500 instead of 

$137,500, The Secretary-General further considered that, if authority were 

granted to him for the transfer of credits between these sections (section 131 

20 (chapter IT) 1 21 and 26 (items relating to public info:t'Illation), he would be 

better able tb concentrate expenditure on essential services, 

The report further stated that the Advisory Connnittee would hav~ been 

reluctant in present circumstances to recommend a solution at variance with that 

put forward by the Secreta.ryMGeneral1 which appeared to accord generally with 

the intent of the resolution adopted by the Fifth Committee, But for these 

considerations, the Advisory Committee would not have found sufficient grounds 

on which to vary recommendations made after exhaustive study of the information 

services of the United Nations and of the Secretary-General's original budget 

proposals for 1953, 
A~cordingly, the Advisory Committee recommended the provisional restoration, 

in first reading of the 1953 estimates, of a global amount of $571500 in respect 

of sections 131 21 and 26 (items relating to public info:t'Illation). This 

recommendation was made without prejudice to the over-all economies which the 

Secretary-General would propose under the terms of the United Kingdom proposal 

(A/C.5/L.184). 
The Committee also had before it a draft of the proposals previously 

submitted (A/C.5/L.l81). The delegation of Australia having withdrawn its 

proposal, the delegations of China and the Philippines took ~Jimi]ar action in 

view of the understanding reached between the Secretary-General and the Advisory 

Committee. The representative of Poland, however, wished to maintain the 

proposal which his delegation ha.d made, since he felt that substantial savings 

could be effected on the publications ;progrrunme and he .was not convinced by the 

answers given to specific questions in this connexion, 

( 
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At this stage there was some discussion of the procedure which hsrl been 

followed ~ the Committee in requesting the Advisory Committee to re-examine the 

estimates. Further reference to this matter is included in paragraph 13-15 of 

this report. 

The Committee rejected the Polish proposal by 4' votes to5, with 4 

abstentions; and then approved at first reading, by 4' votes to 6,with 5 

abstentions 1 the joint -recommendations of the Secretary..GeneraJ. and the Advisory 

Committee: 

(i) that appropriations for 195' under Sections 1,, 21 and 26 

(Chapter I, items (vii) and (xi) and Chapter n, item (ii)) be 

approved in a total amount of $' 1 86412501 this approval at the 

first reading being without :prejudice to the over-aJ..J.. enconom:I.es 

which the Secretary-General ¥Culd propose under the terms of the 

United Kingdom proposal (A/C.5/L.1E'A) a.s amended. 

(ii) that .the Secretary-General be authorized to transfer funds at 

his own discretion between appropriations Sections 1,, 20 

(Chapter II) 21 anp. those items of Section 26 relating to 

public information. 

On the .second reading of the estimates at the '74th meeting, some delegations 

reserved their right to subm:I.t concrete proposals to the eighth session of the 

General As,semb1y regarding the level of the estimates for public information 

activities. The Committee confirmed estimates totalling $2,755,000 for 

Section 1,, $862;,00 for Section 211 and $246,950 which was included in Section 

26 - Publications. The details of these amounts were given by the Secretary-

General as the appropriate distributipn_by section, of the global sum approved 

by the Committee at its ;366th meeting. 

Section 14 - Legal Department · 

At its '44th meeting, the Committee concurred in the recommendation of 

the Advisory Committee for an appropriation under this section of $4591 4oO. 
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Section 15 - Department of Conference and General Services 

The estimates for the Department of Conference and General Services were 

considered by the Committee at its 346th and 352nd meetings. The discussion 

was devoted largely to three points: the Advisory Committee's recommendation in 

its first report (A/2l57, paragraph 225) concerning i;hl3 ;t'leet of passenger and 

general utility vehic:Ces of the Organization; a U.S.S.R. proposal to reduce the 

estimates for the section by an amount ~ $94,800 below the figure recommended 

by the Advisory Committee {A/C.5/L.l78); and the general question~f doc~ntation. 

The Advisory Committee's recommendation on the vehicle fleet Was to reduce 

it from ten passenger .cars a.nd two general utility vehicles to one passenger car 

and two station wagons. The Secretary-General considered that the dignity of 

the Organization required that its top officials be provided with adequate 

transportation facilities in the performance of their official duties and without 

ruling out the possibility of some reduction, he thought that the provision he 

had proposed was by no means excessiye, bearing in mind the substantial reduction 

made since 1950, The Committtee was given details of the particular uses 

made of the existing facilities and was assured that the valid system in force 

precluded abuse or misuse of those facilities. 

Some members of the Committee expressed the opinion that the budget should 

provide only for the essential minimum transportation facilities for the proper 

fUnctioning of the Organization and that the United Nations could not ignore 

the attitude of public opinion which reacted strongly on issues of that kind. 

In the light of its discussion and in consideration of the information it had 

received, the Committee agreed not to take action upon the question of budgetary 

provision until the .Advisory Pommittee in consultation with .the Secretary-General 

had re-examined the situation. 

At its 352nd meeting, the Committee considered the revised recommendations 

of the Advisory Committee contained in its seventh report (A/2244) that the car 

fleet of the Organization should comprise one car for the use of the President 

of the General Assembly, .to be hired under contract for the durati6n of the 

session; four passenger cars including one for the Secretary-General's use; and 

tl;o station wagons and that there shoul.d be a provision for additional cars under 

contractual hire to a maximum of $3,000. 

( 
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The Com.ittee by 39 votes to 5, w.lth 2 abstentions approved these 

recommendations which illliPlled a restoration of 4 :posts of chauffeur·, at a coat 

of $15,800 falling under Section 15, as well as certain consequential adjustments 

in the estimates for Sections 1, 18 and 19. 

The delegation of the U.S.S.R. made a :pro:posal (A/C.5/L.l78) to reduce the 

amount recommended by the Advisory COinlllittee for section 15 by $94,800. This 

reduction was sought to be achieved by the el:lmination of seven :posts, which were 

detailed, thereby saving $45,100 under the itam established :posts and by 

reductions of $30,000 and $19,700 in the amounts recoinll1ended for temporary 

assistance and overtime and night differential res:pectively. In su:p:port of his 

pro:posal the representative of the Soviet Union considered that if the 

recommendations in the Advisory Committee's first re:port as a whole were acted 

u:pon, then the number of staff requested for the department was excessive and did 

not justify an a:ppro:priation of the order of one fifth of the totai budget. 

A suggestion to request the Advisory Com.ittee to review and comment on these 

:pro:posa:j.s did not receive su:p:port in the Com.ittee and was withdrawn after the 

Chairman of the Advisory Committee stated that in :previous years his Com.ittee 

had been concerned at the alarming growth of the Department; the matter had 
I 

been fully and frankly discussed with the representative of the Secretary-General, 

who had tackled the :problam with determination and had already succeeded in 

reducing the number of staff in the De:partment as compared with former years. 

The Advisory Com.ittee did not feel that what was an a:pparent long-term. :programme 

which necessitated, continuing review and improvement, could reasonably be done 

in one year without disrupting services which were working satisfactorily. 

The re:presentati ve of the Secretary-General explained that it ws essential 

to retain all the :posts recommended by the Advisory Committee. He also :pointeod 

out that the cost of temporary assistance in the department would necessarily show 

an increase in 1953 because the Buildings Managament Service which had been a part 

of the Department of Adlninistrative and Financial Services would once again be 

attached. to the Department of Conference and General Services. 

A nuniber of members of the Committee ex:pressed themselves against the U.S.S.R. 

:proposal while others could not take a stand either for or against the :proposal 

in the absence of comments on it from the Ad.visory Committee. 

The U.s.s.R. proposal was rejected by 14 votes to 5, with 25 abstentions. 
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Particular attention was drawn in the Committee to the comments of the 

Advisory Committee on limiting the volume of documentation, in paragraphs 23 to 33 

of its report (A/2l57). The Committee endorsed these observations with the hope 

that the Secretary-General would carry out the suggestions insofar as they were 

within his control. It was recognized, however, that delegations had a very real 

responsibility to co-operate with the Secretary-General in a conscientious effort 

to reduce the volume of documents submitted to the Secretariat for publication, 

The Committee also discussed a proposal by the delegation of China to increase 

the proposed appropriation for section 15 by $501 000 to cover the recruitment of 

temporary translators to deal with the heavy backlog of Chinese transla.tion. 
' 

He pointed out that the Chinese delegation had been very reasonable so far and had 

agreed that certain documents which were no longer of any value should not be 

translated. Nevertheless, he wondered what would happen to the backlog 

particu;:Larly in view of the reduction of six posts iri ~Ghe Chinese translation 

section. 

In response to a request the Secretary-General presented an estimate, which 

was circulated to the Committee (A/C.5/L.l79), of the cost involved in c;t.earing 

the· backlog of translation which existed in Chinese, Russian and Spanish. It was 

stated that the bapklog in Chinese could be cleared off in three years without 

additional e:~qJense. This matter was reverted to in the Committee during the 

discussion of the question of Spanish as a working language for the Economic and 

Social Council upon.which the Committee reported to the General Assembly under 

item 62 of the agenda (A/2283). 

The Chinese proposal was rejected by 15 votes to B,with 17 abstentions and 

the Committee by 41 votes to 5 adopted at first reading the AdvisocyC'ommittee's 

estimates totalling $91480,800 for section 15. 

Section 16- Aaministrative and·Financial Services 

The Committee examined the estimates for Aamin1strative and-Financial Services 

at its 348th meeting. 

With particular reference to paragraphs 19 and 20 of the first report of' the 

Advisory Committee (A/2l57), it was B:!qllained that the Secretary-General was in 

complet. greement with the Mvisory Committee on the in!l?ortance of adequate 

administrative inspection and would arrange to cover the function of administrative 
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inspection within the Bureau of Finance through a re-assignment of staff within 

the Department of Administrative and Financial Services. 

Tb.e increase in costs in administering the Joint Staff Pension Fund was 

considere~ in the light of the Advisory Committee's suggestion in paragraph 237 

of its report. Tb.e Advisory Committee had suggested that General Assembly 

resolution 248 (III) might be amended so as to provide that the ailministrative 

eJqJenses of the Fund would be charged to the Fund. In its report to the 

General Assembly on the Regulations .of the Joint Staff Pension Fund (.A/2345} 1 

the Committee recommends i;hat this question be considered by the Joint Staff 

Pension Board during 1953. 

Tb.e representative of the Union of Soviet Sociali~t Republics proposed a 

reduction of $741 000 in the estimates for this Section. He explained that the 

Advisory Committee in its second report of 1950 (A/1312) had suggested that a 

study be made of the possibility of further integration of the separate units 

' among which the Department's functions were distributed; he considered that 

there was justification neither for a complex organization nor for increasing 

costs. since increased functions should be a'bsor'bed in the workload of existing 

staff. 

Tb.e Committee rejected the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposal 'by 

30 votes to 5, with 13 abstentions, and approved on first reading by 41 votes to 

51 with l abstention, estimates as recommended by the Advisory Committee 

totalling $1,6o4,900. 

Section 17 - Common Staff Costs 

Tb.e Committee considered the estimates for common staff costs at its 366th 

meeting. Tb.e Advisory Committee had recommended a reduction of $74,900 in the 

estimates submitted by the Secretary-General. However, in the light of certain 

new factors and circumstances explained by the representative of the Secretary­

General, particularly, the financial implications resulting from the increased 

number of terminations of staff, and losses in connexion with the existing lease 

of Parkway Village 1 which does not expire until 15 January 1953 1 the Chairman of 

·the Advisory Committee stated that the Advisory Committee was prepared to concur 

in the estimate as submitted by the Secretary-General. It was noted, however, · 

that the increased ~umber of terminations would result in substantial savings in 
. . 

salary under other sections of the budget, pending recl'Uitment of replacements. 
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Some delegations expressed ~neir concern that the lease arrangements made 

regarding Parkway Village should be such as to make. it possible to keep United 
' Nations expenditures underthis h~ap.ipg to a minimum. 

The representative o~ the u.s.s.R~posed a reduction of $170,000 in the. 

amount requested for Chapter I, Recruitment, Installation and Termination Costs. 

He considered that the Secretary"General had overstated the programme for staff 

replacement and that the basis .of co!t!Puting expenditures for travel and for 

removal of household goods was too high. Other delegations 1 while not in a 

position to su;pport the proposaJ. felt that some saving might be made and that the 

matter should. be examined. It was pointed out that savings under this Section 

would not arise merely by reducing the amounts requested; they would only arise 

by changing the policy in regard to staff administration. 

A number of representatives commented ~on paragraph 24~ of the Advisory 

Committee's report and agreed that the matter of applying the Headquarters cost 

· of living-adjustme,nt to certain allowances as well as to base salary needed 

closer examination. The Secretary-General was requested to furnish before the 

second reading and through the Advisory Committee, additional information as to 

the actuaJ. practice being followed, together with estimates in which the cost of 

living adjustment would be caJ.culated on the basis of gross salary only. 

The representative of Canada suggested that a re~rganization o~ the work 

programme of the United Nations might make it possible to rep.uce further 

expenditures under the items for commutation of annuaJ. leave. B,y scheduling two 

gaps of two weeks each in the a.nnuaJ. caJ.ender of meetings, during which no · 

meetings would normally be scheduled, he considered that it would be possible for 

sta:rf menibers, as well as ~mbers of the permanent delegations, to take the leave 

to which they were entitled. This arrangement would have the advantage of 

reducing unused leave payments on termination and would effect further savings by 

reducing the number of teJllPorary staff required to replace staff members on. l~ave. 

The Committee rejected by 2l votes to 6, with 2l abstentio!J.!!, the U.s.s.R. 

proposaJ. to reduce the estimates by $1701 000, and approved by 4~ votes to 5., with 1 

abstention, on a provisional basis only, estimates for the Section totalling 

$4,459,900. 

In its report to the General Assenibly,. under item 41 of the Agenda, 

~plementsry Estimates for 1952, the Committee reported its views to the Assenibly 

regarding a subsidy to the International School for l952j at its ~65th meeting, 
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when considering that item, it had requested the Secretary-General to provide 

further detailed information on the financial status and plan of the International 

School. At its 373rd meeting, the Committee examined this report (A/C .5/524 and 

Add.l), together with a draft resolution proposed by the delegation of the United 

Kin!!td-am (A/C.5/L.222). The operative parts of this draft resolution would 

(a) recommend that a sum not exceeding $3,000 be appropriated to be applied in 

individual cases and at the discretion of the Secretary-General, in the form of 

grams in aid of the tuition fees of children of members of the United Nations 

staff who attend the School and who are found to be in need of such assistance, 

and (b) rec0lll1llilnd that in 1953 only, a further sum of $4,000 be appropriated to 

meet the deficit in the school accounts. 

It was the feeling of a number of delegations that the principle of a grant in 

aid to individual staff members was not a desirable one to adopt. Others 

considered that it was still less proper to benef:lt indirectly, through a subsidy 

to the School, members of delegations or personnel not connected with the United 

Nations. Some members considered that it "WaS fit and proper for the United Nations 
' to assist the School in the form of a subsidy, others while still of this opinion, 

considered thet it was more appropriate for such assistance to be directed toi-lards 

a specific purpose -e.g., the rental payments. 

The Committee rejected the United Kingdom proposal by 13 votes 'to 8, with 10 

abstentions; it also rejected by 15 votes to 13, with 10 abstentions a Uruguay 

proposal to· provide $10,000 i.n the 1953 budget for the purpose of granting 

financial assistance to the IIIbernational School. It adopted, however, an 

Australian proposal, by 27 votes to none, with 13 abstentions that a sum not 

exceeding $7,400 under Section 17, be applied in pa;yment of rental of buildings 

occupied by the International School. 

At its 374th meeting, the Committee examined the report of the Secretary­

General on the application of the cost of living adjustment at Headquarters 

(A/C.5/527) together with the fortieth report of the Advisory Committee (A/2320). 

The Committee decided by 27 votes to 5, with 4 abstentions not to taka 

immediate action upon the particular question, but requested the Secretary-General 

to study the matter further in consultation with the specialized agencies giving 

full weight to the recommendations of the Advisory Committee. The Cammi ttee 

expected this inquiry to be completed at the earliest possible date, 

Consequent upon the decisions recorded above and noting that the Secretary" 

General had estimated at $53,700 for this section the proportionate share of the 

global sum it had approved in connexion ;rith Spanish as a working language for 
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ECOSOC and its functional commissions, the Committee ~pproved on second reading 

estimates totalling $4,5211 000 for Common Staff Costs, 

Section 18 - Common Services 

The Committee examined the estimates for Common Services at its 347th and 

352nd meetings, 

The Committee endorsed the comments of the Advisory Committee in pa;ra,graph!3 

23 to 33 of its first report deal.ing with the general. question of documentation, 

The representative of the Secretary-General. stated that contracts for the 

operation and maintenance of telecommunication equipme~t due to eJqlire ~t the end 

of 1952 were being investigated ~. tp~ Advisory Committee had SUggested, 

The representative of the U.S~S.R, proposed a reduction of $2501000 in the 

appropriation for this Section. to be applied among different items at the 

Secretery-General•s discretion, He considered that this particular appropriatiol1. 

which was more than one million dollars above the amount actually spent in 1951 

was too high and that it should be possible to effect economies going beyond the 

reduction recommended by the Advisory Committee, 

In this connexion, it was pointed out that paragraph 251 of the Advisory 

Committee report had indicated that reliable estimates could be based only on a 

full years' experience of actual working conditions in the PEU'!JI8llent Headquarters 

which eJqlerience would not be available until the end of 1953. On the 

understending that a review would be made of requirements ~ea· o"- actual 

eJqlerience at the end of 195;51 the Committee rejected the U,S,S.R, proposa1 by 36 
votes to 51 with 1 abstention, The estimate of $31 8281 600 for the Section as 

recorrnnelided by the Advisory Committee was then a;pproved 1mavimous1y. 

Consequent u;pon its decision. regarding the United Nations car f1eet1 the .. 

Committee at its 352nd meeting agreed to a reduction of $4,ooo in the above sum. 

A total- estimate of $31 824,600 for Common Services was subsequently approved 

on second reading. 
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The Committee examined the estimates for Permnent Equipment at its 347th 

and 352nd meetings. The Secretary-General asked that in addition to an 

appropriate sum for transportation equipment, a. sum should be provided to 

complete the furniture replacement prograllllll6 in the Perl!Rnent Headquarters 

estimated a.t $47,000, since the original programme made no provision for new 

office furniture for the Technical Assistance Administration. The Advisory 

Committee ha.s suggested tha.t the requirements of the Technical Assistance 

Administration should be met for the most pa.rt by re-allocation of existing 

stocks .. 

In view of the substantial sums invested in equipment in the past, the 

delegation of the U.S.S.R. proposed a reduction of $50,000, in the total 

estimates, to be distributed a.t the Secretary-General's discretion. The 

Committee, however, rejected that proposal by 35 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions, 

a.nd approved at its 347th meeting, on a provisional basis, the estimte of 

$200,200 recommended by the Advisory Committee. 

Consequent upon its decision regarding the passenger ca.rs for the 

organiz,a.tion, the CQilllll:!. ttee at its 352nd meeting agreed to a.n increase of 

$7,350 in the above total a.nd, subsequently, on second reading, approved a 

total estimate of $207,550 for Permanent Equipment. 

Section 19a - Improvement to Premises 

At its 347th meeting, the Committee ap}lToved the retention of this Section 

in the budget without monetary provision. 

Section 20 - United Nations Office at Geneva 

At its 353rd meeting the Committee considered estimtes for the United 

Nations Office at Geneva, including provisions for the Geneva Information 

Centre a.nd the Economic Commission for Euro:r;e. 

The Committee agreed that supplenentary estimtes in connexion with the 

Economic a.nd Social Council's decision to hold its sixteenth session and the 

ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights a.t Geneva., and the decision 



to give full implementation to rule 40 of the rules of procedure of the 

Economic Commission for Europe should be considered later in conjunction with 

similar supplement.a.ry estillates for other sections of the budget. 

The represent.a.tive of the U.s.s.R. st.a.ted that the estimates for the 

section were toci high. He quoted comparative figures of the conference 

workload for previous years, and on the assumption of a reduced programme of 

visiting conferences in 1953, made two proposals: 

(1) that the esti:m.tes for Chapter I, General Services, be further 

reduced by a sum of $1001 000 composed of a reduction of $70,000 in the . . 
item est.a.blished posts and a reduction of $301 000 in the itel!l temporary 

assistance; 

(2) that the Fifth Committee request the Advisory Committee to make 

a co!itprehensive study of the work of the United Nations Office at 

Geneva with a view to submitting to the eighth session of the General 

Assembly practical recommendations for the efficient and economical 

use of that office's staff and premises. 

The re:present.a.tive of the Secret.a.ry-General st.a.tsd a reduction such as 

that proposed would Undoubtedly impair the efficiency of the Office. It 

was alwo pointed out, that the Advisory Committee had already reo~nded a 

reduction of $71000 in the Secretary-General's original esti:m.te of $60,000 

for temporary assist.a.nce; a further reduction of $301 000 in this item would 

leave little scope for adjustnent to variations in the workload. 

Som members of the Committee felt unable to vote for the proposal in 

the absence of :further in:t'or:m.tion as to its effect on the operation of the 

Geneva office. A sep3.ra te vote was t.a.ken on each of the two reductions 

:proposed. The first reduction of $70,000 was rejected by 5 votes to 22, 

with 16 abstentions and the second $30,0001 'WRS rejected by 7 votes to 11, 

with 25 abstentions. The Committee then approved by 38 votes to 5, with 1 

abstention, estil!lates tot.a.lling $2,056,810 for Chapter I - General Services, 

as recommended by the Advisory Committee. 

The Chairman of the Advisory Committee, referring to the second proposal 

by the represent.a.tive of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, said that 

his Committee would be glad to :m.ke such a study of the Geneva Office. He 
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:proposed, however, to add at the end of the :paragraph the :phrase "in the light 

of any decision which the General Asseilibly uay -take on the basic :pattern of 

conferences at Headquarters and Geneva". The Committee accepted this amendment. 

The second :pro:pcsal of the Union ot" Soviet Socialist Republics as amended 

was adopted by 45 votes to none, with 1 abstention. 

The esti:mtes i"or Chapter II - In:foruation: Centre (Geneva) to-talling 

$93,090 as recommended by the Advisory Committee were approved unanimously. 

The esti:mtes t"or Cha:pwr III - Joint Secretariat of the Peruanent 

Central Opium Board and Narcotic Drugs Su:pervisory Body totalling $47,100 as 

recOilii!Bnded by the Advisory Committee were approved unanimously. 

As regards the estiuates for Chapter III the Joint Secretariat oi" the 

Peruanent Central Opium Board and Narcotic Drugs Su:pervisory Body, the 

Advisory Committee has recommended the deletion of the :provision ($9 ,ooo) fer 

a possible De:put,y Secretary's :post on the understanding that, if the necessity 

for the :post should arise, t"unds would be IIade available by transfer. The 

Committee agreed that its approval of the estiuates for Chapte.r III of Section 

20 would be subject to this understanding and to the :provision that the 

Cha.iruan of the Board should be heard later should he so desire. 

The estim-res for Chapter IV -Economic Commission for Europe, totalling 

$997,500 as recommended by the Advisory Committee were approved unanimously. 

The Committee rejected, by 28 votes to 6, with 7 abstentions, a :proposal 

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to reduce the estimtes for Chapwr · 

V - Common Staff Costs, by an amount of $71,000 which was included in the total 

in respect of the office of the High CommissiQiler t"or Refugees, and approved, 

by 39 votes to 5, estiuates totalling $613,800 for the Chapter as recommended by 

the Advisory Cornml.ttee. 

Estimates for Chapter VI - Common Services, totalling $395,500 as recommended 

by the Advisory Committee, were approved bY 41 votes to 5. 
Estiuates for Chapter VII - Permanent Equipment, totalling $103,000, as 

recommended by the Advisory Co!Illlli ttee were approved by 43 votes to none, with 

l abswntion. 



The Committee approved, at its 353rd meeting, by 41 votes to 5, with 1 

abstention, estimates totalling $4,3o6,Boo for Section 20 as a whole, as 

recommended by the Advisory Committee, subject to later adjustment in the 

light of de cis ions reached on various supplementary i terns. 

At its 356th and 365th meetings, the Committee approved supplementary 

estimates for· Section 20 as recommend by the Advisory Committee in the following 

amounts: $::1.26, Boo consequent upon i te review of the financial implica tiona 

of the fourteenth session of the Economic and Social Council (paragraph 26); 

$14, 6oo for a meeting in Geneva. of the In term tional raw Commission; and 

$12,500 in respect of the Internationall3ureau for Declarations of Death. 

The Committee, at its 365th meeting asked that the Mvisory Committee should 

carefully re-examine during 1953 tl:e IJ.Uet<tion.of charging fees for t)le.;lssue 

of certificates of death. 

A proportiona. te share of the global sum approved to provide for Spanish 

as a working language, estimted by the Secretary-General at $9,700, was 

included with the above items, giving a total esti!nate for the. Section of 

$4,470,4oo, which was confirmed at the second reading by 37 votes to 5· 

Section 20a - Office of the High Commissioner for Re!ugees 

TheFifth Committee considered the estimtes for this Section at its 

365th meeting on the basis of the recommendations mde by the Advisory Committee 

in its first report (A/2157). Discussion -was directed in the first place 

to the defiili tion of the terms "administrative expenses" and "operational 

expenses" with particular reference to paragraph 20 of the Statute of the 

Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees. In accordance with the request 

of the Fifth Committee, the Advisory Committee had examined this question and 

presented. its conclusions in paragraphs 361 - 367 of ite first report. 

In discussing the suggestions mde by the Advisory Committee with reference 

to the difference of "operational" and "administrative" expenses, the Committee 

took into account the staten:en-1; mde by the High Commissioner for Refugees 

that, whereas the precise definition of the two terms still required further 

study, the suggestions of the Advisory Committee offere·d a reasonable basis 

for determiiling what should be charged to the Uilited Nations budget and what 

should not. Moreover, the High Commissioner pointed out that, when the 

Ad.visory Committee suggests in paragraph 366 (a} that expenses in connexion 

with the United Nations Refugee EIIBrgency Fund are operational, he took it 
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for granted tlJa. t this meant tlJa. t any extra expenses in connexion with the 

management of the assistance fund could not be charged to the United Nations 

budget .. 

Discussion of the funds to be provided under this Section of the budget 

for 1953 'WaS introduced with a statement by the High Commissioner, who expressed 

his inability to·concur in the proposed reduction of $23 1900 in the 

appropriations he had requested. While recogni~ing·that the 1952 appropriations 

had not been fully spent, he informed the Committee that the situation in 

terms of the 1953 budget w.s essentially different in that requirements 

could be more accurately estimted and had in fact been prepg.red with the 

utmost strictness. He stressed the mgnitude of the task that confronted 

his Office and urged that the Committee should approve the estimtes as 

originally presented. 

Several delegations, while expressing the fullest sympathy with and 

support for the hmnanitarian work in which the High Commissioner was enge.ged, 

felt that the acceptance of the relatively modest reduction recommended need 

not interfere unduly with the essential work to be performed. 

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, supported 

by the representatives of Czechoslovakia and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, moved that no budgetary appropriations should be made under 

this Section on the grounds that the functions of the Office which he 

maintained had been illegally established, were incompatible with the provisions 

of the Charter, and with the resolution of the General Assembly requesting 

the early return ·of all refugees to their countr:l,es of origin. 

The representative of the Netherlands recognizing that even a relatively 

snall reduction could be difficult to absorb in a nicely calculated budget, 

suggested that the High Commissioner should endeavour to carry out his task 

within the appropriation recommended· on the understanding that the Advisory 

Committee would give all possible consideration to any request made to it 

during the year for a transfer of funds should circUIDS.tances mke this necessary 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposal having been rejected by 

41 votes to 5, the recommendation of the Advisory Committee for an appropriation 

in the amount of $650,000 was then approved by 43 votes to 5, with 1 a'Pstention. 



It was understood· that the High Commissioner would have the full discretion 

as to the manner in 1rhich the $23,900 reduction should be applied. The 

High Commissioner was also assured by the Cbairrr:an of the Advisory Committee 

that should it not be possible to DJaDB.ge within the awropriation voted, the 

Advisory Committee would be prepared to examine the position. 

Section 24 - Hospitality 

. At i te 351st meeting, the Committee approved the estimate of· $20,000 

as submitted by the Secretary-General and concurred in by the Advisory Committee. 

Sections 25 and 26 - Official Records and Publications 

At its 351st meeting, the Committee considered the estimates for the 

contractual printing of official records and other publications on the basis 

of the Advisory Committee's reconm:ended awropriations of $750,000 for the 

farner and $568,250 for the latter, exclusive of' requirements for publications 

of. the De:partlllent of Public Infornation. lliere was general ag:re~ment that 

the printing of United Nations publications should be so controlled as to 

ensure that the necessarily limited resources of the Organization are devoted 

to those publications of most direct and effective use to its approved progranm:es. 

Attention was called by a IlUlllber of delegations to the fact that it was 

becoming increasingly difficult :for the representatives of Gove=nts and 

others coneerned to cope adequately with the growing volune of' United Nations 

documentation, in addition to Which, resulting increased expenditures for 

printing and for other internal administrative costs bad to be considered. 

Some members consid~red that the reductions proposed by the Advisory Committee 

did not go f'ar· enough and that it would have been more in keeping with General 

Assembly Resolution 593 (VI) if' costs under this heading could have shovm 

a larger decrease_, In this connexion, the 1<nilllu~ of' the observa.tions 

and suggestions l!Rde by the A(\visory Committee in :parag:re.phs 28 and 29 of 

its :t~eport (A/2157) , was particularly elll;phasized and both the Secreta:cy-Gene:t~al 

and the representatives of Member Governments were urged to be guided accordingl;y. 
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In reply to specific questions 1 the Collmlittee was assured that the Publications 

Jloard examined requests for publications from Departments with complete 

impartiality and while it would be difficult to determine in advance precisely 

which publications would be affected by the proposed reductions, these reductions 

would not be applied to publications in any given language, but would be 

distributed fairly over the whole programme. 

It was further e:x:plainsd that the Publications Jloard had consistently 

endeavoured to reduce to a minimum the volUIIIS of United Nations publications 

and had 1 in fact, been applying as a working rule for several years past, the 

guiding principles of General Assembly Resolution 593 (VI). The possibility 

of' curtailing official records was necessarily limited 1 but the Publications 

Jloard had done its best to take effective steps in that regard. 

The view was also expressed. that little useful purpose would be served 

by appropriating a considerable sum for printing the backlog of' official 

records. It was suggested also that economies could be achieved by iln:!Jroving 

the quality of' publications as well as by reducing their volUlDEl. Some 

disappointment was noted that the estiira.ted income from sale of' publications 

in 1953 was $25,000 less than in 1952, indicating that reveDUe from sales 

was not yielding the return which could be re>?-sonably expected. 

The Coilllllittee rejected, by 28 votes to 61 with 14 abstentions, a pro]osal 

of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic to reduce the· estimates for Section 

25 by $25 1000 and by 36 votes to 5, with 5 abstentions 1 a further pro]osal 

from the same delegation to reduce the estimates for Section 26 by $75,000. 

At its 35lst meeting, the Committee a]proved, by 49 votes to nons, with 

1 abstention, the estimates recollliilSnded by the Advisory Co:mmi ttee of' $75,000 

for Section 25 and also approved unanimously the Advisory Committee's estinates 

of $568,250 for Section 26. 

At its 366th meeting, the Coilllllittee approved a global estimate for 

information services including a provision of $246,950 for Department of 

Public Information publications, resulting in estinates for Section 26 

totalling $815,200. 
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Section 30 -Transfer of' the Assets of the League of Nations to .the United. 
Nations 

The Committee· consid.ered. Section 30 at its 35lst lllaeting and. approved 

an appropriation of' $649,500, representing the third. of' fifteen equal annual 

insta.llllants payable in accord.ance with paragraph 1( c) of General Assembly 

resolution 250(III) of 11 December·l948. 

Section 31 - Amortization of Head.quarters Construction Loan 

At its 35lst lllaeting, the Committee approved. an appropriation of' 

$1,5001 000 for amortization of' the head.quarters construction loan of' 

$65,0001 000 ad.vanced by the Government of the United States of Alllaricll.. 

Section 31a - Headquarters Construction Costs 

Following the Conmtl.ttee•s decision, at its 367th meting, provisionally to 

include a sum'o:f $1,000 1000 1 under this Section on first reading the situation 

was further reviewed at the 374th meeting in the light of the RelJcrt of the 

Working Group on the date of' payment of' Contributions (A/C.5/539) and. anticipated 

1953 denand.s on the Working capital Fund.1 'With the result tba.t the Committee's 

provisional decision -was confirlll9d by 32 votes to 5 ~ 'With 2 abetentions. 

Section 32 - The Internatioml Co\u't of Justice 

After a statement by the Deputy Registrar of' the International Court of 

Justice to the effect tba.t the Court accepted the reduction of' $10 1 000 

recorrmend.ed by the Advisory ·Conmtl. ttee, the Committee at its 35lst meeting 

approved an appropriation, under this Section, in the amount of $630,800. 
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The Advisory Committee had. recommended estimates f'or miscellaneous income in 

the sum of' $6,l42,500. As a resUlt of' actions taken during the Committee's 

detailed reading of' the budget, the representative of' the Secretary-General advised 

the Committee that this sum could be increased to $6,238,200. 

It was pointed out that considerable care in the administration of' the 

activities which were revenue producing should be exercised so that the income 

derived should be increased wherever possible and the estimates f'or such income 

should ref'lect a continuing improvement in the administrative management of' such 

activities. 

In that:particular connexion, the representative of' the U.S.S.R. prqposed that 

the estimates submitted should be increased by $500,000. The Committee rejectPil 

this proposal by 32 votes to 5, with no abstentions and approved the estimate of' 

miscellaneous income f'or the f':i.nancial year l953 in an amount of' $6,238,200 which 

sum would be applied against the reduction of' members contributions. 
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SECOND READING OF mE ·1953 ESTIMATES 

At its 374th meeting, the Committee undertook a second readit\g of the 

estilm.tes on the basis of the Slll!liiR:cy of the budget situation pre:a;ared by the 

Secretary-General (A/C.5/538) in the course of which it approved appropriations 

for each Section in the amounts and by the votes 

Section 1 - $6o3,40o 

Section 2 - No appropriation 

Section 3 - $263,200 

(i) - $1,750 

(ii) - $263,200 

(a) $20,000 

(b) $96,000 

Section 4 - $59,900 

Section 5 - $2, 14o, 700 

(i) - USSR proposal to delete 
. credits for all i tams 

(ii) - $2,14o,700 

(a) $546,000 

Section 6 - $458,6oo 

(a) .$4757000 

Section 7 - $769,200 

Section 8 • $137,000 

Section 9 - $386,700 

section 10 - $2,3o4,ooo 

(i) -USSR proposal for reduction 
of $400,000 

(ii) - Total appropriation of 
$2,3o4,ooo 

Section 11 - $1,749,500 

(i) -USSR proposal for reduction 
of $3007000 

(ii) -Total appropriation of·$1,749,500 

specified hereunder: 

Yes 

39 

20 

37 

39 

40 

40 

35 

5 

35 

35 

40 

40 

40 

39 

40 

5 

35 

5 
36 

., 

No Abstentions 

0 0 

. No ob~ection 

9 
0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

30 

5 

5 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31 

5. 

32 

5 

7 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 



Yes No Abstentions 

Section 12 - $950,000 39 0 0 

Section 13- $2,755,000 31 6 3 

Section' 14 - $459,400 42 0 0 

Section 15 - $9,721,600 36 6 0 

Section 16 - $1,604,900 37 5 0 

Section 17 - $4,521,000 36 5 1 

Section 18 - $3,831,600 36 5 0 

Section 19 - $247,550 35 5 1 

(a.) Itn:provenente to :premises: No objection 
no a.:p:pro:pria.tion 

Section 20 - $4,423,300 37 5 0 

Cha:p. III - $47,100 . 39 0 0 

(a.) . Office of U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees $650,000 36 5 1 

Section 21 - $862,300 33 5 3 
Section 22 - $1,030,000 42 0 0 

.section 23 - $866,000 42 0 0 

Section 24 - $20,000 40 0 0 

Sectlor. 25 - $752,220 35 5 6 

Cha:p. VI - $11,780 No objection 

Section 26 - $815,200 35 5 1 

Section 27 - $768,500 41 0 0 

Section 28 - $479,400 41 0 0 

Section 29 - $145,000 41 0 0 

Section 30 $649,500 No objection 

Section 31- $1,500,000' No objection 

(a.) - Headquarters construction costs: 
$1,000,000 32 5 2 

Section 32 - $630,800 37 0 0 

Section 33 - $423,850 39 0 1 

·•'. 



At its 374th meeting, the Committee also considered draft resolutions as 

recommended by the Advisory Committee, subject to amendments and ~dditions 

agreed to in the course of the Fifth' Committee's deliberations co'\l'ering, for 

the financial year 1953: 

(a) budget appropriations; 

(b) unforeseen and extraordinary expenses, 

(c) World.ng Capital Fund. 

~ draft appropriation resolution (A/C.5/L.226) providing for a total 

budget for 1953 of $48,327,700 gross, was approved by 37 votes to 6, with no 

abstentions. Tha draft resolution relating to unforeseen.and extraordinary 

expenses (A/C.5/L.224) was next approved by 33 votes to 5, with one ab~Jiention, 

and the draft resolution relating to the World.ng Capital Fund (A/C.5/L.227) 

was approved by 35 votes to 5, with 1 abstention. 

In consequence of the foregoing decisions, the Fifth Committee recommend_s 

to the General Assenibly the adoption of the following resolutions: 
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Draft Resolutio~A 
Budget appropriations for the financial year 1953. 

The General Assembly 
~esolves that for the financial year 1953: 

l. Appropriations totalling $U.S •. 48,327,700 are hereby voted for the following 
purposes: 

A. UNITED NATIONS 

Part I - Sessions of the General Assembly, 
the CQUOcils, Commissions and 
Committees 

Section 

l. The General Assembly, Commissions 
and Committees 

2. The Security Council, Commissions 
and Committees 

3. The Economic and Social Council, 
Commissions and Committees 

(a) Permanent Central Opium Board 
and Narcotic Drugs Supervisory 
B.ody · 

(b) Regional Economic Commissions 

4. The TrusteeshiJ? Council, Commissions 
and Committees 

TOTAL, PART I 

Part II - Investigations and Enquiries 

Section 

5. Investigations and Enquiries 

(a) United Nations Field Service 

TOTAL, PABT II 

Dollars (u.s.) 

6o3,4oO 

263,200 

20,000 

96,000 379,200 

59,900 

1,042,500 

2,14o,700 

546,200 

2,686,900 
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Part III - Headquarters, New York 

Section 

6. Executive Office of the 
Secretary-General 458,6oo 

475,000 

7-

(a) Library 

Department of Political and Security 
Council :Affairs 

8. M:l.li tary Staff Cammi ttee Secretariat 

9. Technical Assistance Administration 

lO. Department of EconOIDic Affairs 

ll. Department of Social Affairs 

12. Department of Trusteeship and Information 
fr'om Non-Self -Governing Terri toties 

13. Department of Public Information 

14. Department of Legal Affairs 

15. Conference and General Services 

16. Administrative. and Financial Services 

l7. Common Staff Costs 

18. Common Services 

19. Pel'lil.anent Equipment 

(a) Improvements to premises 

TOTAL, PART III 

933,6oo' 

769,200 

137,000 

386,700 

2,304,000 

1,749,500 

950,000 

2,755,¢00 

459,4oO 

9,72l,6oo 

l,6o4,900 

4,521,000 

3,831,~ 

247,550 



Part IV - United Nations Office at Geneva 

Section 

20. United Na tiona Office at Geneva. 
(excluding direct costs, C:ba.p. III, 
Joint Secretariat of the Pern:a.:nent · 
Central Opium Board and Narcotic 
Drugs Su:pel:"''isory Body) , 
C:ba.p. III, Joint Secretariat of the 
Permanent Central Opium Board and 
Narcotic Drugs Supervisory Body 

' 

(a) Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 

TOTAL, PARI' IV 

Part V - Information Centres 

21. Information Centres (other t:ba.n 
Informa. tion Services, United 
Nations Office at Geneva.) 

TOTAL, PART V 

Part VI - Regional Economic Commissions 
other t:ba.n the Eco:pomic Com­

mission for Europe 

22. Economic Commission for Asia and the 
Far East 

23. Econollll.c Collllllission for Latin 
Alnerica 

TOTAL, PART VI 

4,423,300 

47,100 

4,470,400 
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650,000 5,120,400 

862,300 

1,030,000 

866,000 

• 

5,120,400 
Q 

862,300 

1,896,000 
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Part VII • Hospitality 

Section 

24. Hos:Pita.lity 

TOTAL, PART VII 

Part VIII - Contractura.l Printing 

25. Official Records (excluding Cha:Pter 
VI, and Narcotic Drugs Su:Pervisory 
Body) 

Cha:Pter VI, Permanent Central O:Pium 
:Board and Narcotic Drugs Su:Pervisory 
:Body 

26. Publications 

TOTAL, PART VIII 

Part lX - Technical Progra.m!res 

27. 1\4Vis¢cy Social Welfare Funct;tons 

28. Technical Assistance for 
Ecqnom:l.c · Develo:PJllilnt 

29· Progralllllle for training in 
Public Adlllinistration 

TOTAL, PART II 

20!000 

20,000 

752,220 

llt180 764,000 

815!200 

. 1,579,200 

768,500 

479,4oO 

145!000 

. - 1,392,900 



~ 
! 

' 

Part X - Special Expenses 

Section 

30. Transfer of' the assets of' the 
League of' Nations to the United 
Nations 

31. Amortization of' the Headq_uarters 
Construction loan 1,500,000 
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649,500 

(a) Headq_uarters Construction costs 1,000,000 2,500,000 

TOTAL, PART X 

B • Part XI - T:JIE INTERNATIONAL COURT 
OF JUSTICE 

32. The International Court of' Justice 

TOTAL, PART XI 

C • Part XII - SUP:PLEMENTA.RY PllOVISIONS 

33. Global reduction to be achieved on 
various sections uf'the budget 

GRAl1lD TOTAL 

.. 

630,800 

630,800 

(423,850) (423,850) 

48,327,700 
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2. The appropriations voted by paragraph l above shall be financed by 

contributions from Mellibers after adjustment as provided by the Financial 

Regulations, ·subject to the. provision of pa:rligraph l of the resolution relating 

to the Working Capital Fund. For this purpose, )lliscellaneous :Income for the 

f~cial year l953 is estimated at $US q1 238,200. 

3. The Secretary...(}eneral is authorized: 

(i) To administer as a Unit the following appropriations: 

(a) provisions under Section 3a, Section 2C, Chapter III, and 

Section 25; Chapter VI. 

(b) provisions under Section l3, Section 20, Chapter II, Section 

2l and :In respect of Section 26 for items relating to public 

information. 

(c) provisions under the various sections :In PaJ:'t III for travel 

on_ official business. 

(ii) To apply the.reduction under Section 33 to va:r:-ious sections of the 

b~et. 

(iii) Withe the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 

and Eu~~ Questions, to transfer credits between sections of 

the budget. 

4. The Secretary-General is further authorized to enter into such arrangements 

with the cO!l!Petent authorities of the Republic and Canton of Geneva in connexion 

with the exchange of the property caJJ.ed 11le Chene" awned by the United Nations 

for the property called "le :Bocege 11 owned by the Republic and_ Canton of Geneva as 

h~ may see fit under the provisions set forth in Document A/C.5/5l0. 

5. In addition to the a;ppropriations voted by paragraph I, an amount of 

$US 13,000 is .hereby appropriated for the purchase of books, periodicals, maps 

and library equipment, from the income of the Library Endowment Fund, in · 

accordance with the object and provisions of the endowment. 
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Unforeseen and Extraordinary Expenses for .the financial year 1953 

The General Assembly 

Resolves that, for the financial year 1953, 

The Secretary-General, with the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee 

on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and subject to the Financial 

Regulations of the United Nations, is authorized to enter into commitments to 

meet unforeseen and extraordinary expenses, provided that the concurrence of 

the Advisory Committee shall not be necessary for: 

(a) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $us 2,ooo,ooo if the 

Secretary-General certifies that they relate to the maintenance of pea.ce 

and security or to urgent economic rehabilitation; 

(o) Such commitments not exceeding a total of $us 251 000 as are 

occasioned by the holding of an inter-governmental commodity conference; 

(c) Such commitments, not exceeding a total of :j;us 50,000 as are 

required for the Uhited Nations.Good Offices Commission on the treatment 

of people of Indian Origin in the Uhion of South Africa; 

(d) Such commitments, .not exceeding a total of $US 501 000 as are required 

for the Commission on the ~estion of race conflict in South Africa 

resulting from the policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa; 

{e) Such commitments, not exceeding a total of $US 129,000 as are required 

for the purchase of Korean Service Medals and Ribbons; 

(f) Such commitments, duly certified by the President of the International 

Court of JUstice, relating to 8XPenses occasioned: 

(i) By the designation of~~ judges (Sta.tute, Article 31), 

(ii) By the appointment of assessors (Statute, Article 30) or 

of witnesses and experts (Statute, Article 50) 1 

(iii) By the holding of sessions of the Court away from The Hague 

(Statute, Article 22) 1 

and not exceeding $24,ooo, $251 0001 and $75,000 respectively under each of 

the above three headings; 

The Secretary-General shall report to the ·Advisory Committee and to the 

General Assembly at its next regular session all commitments made under the 

provisions of the present resolU:cion, together with the circumstances relating 

thereto 1 and sh&U submit supplementary estimates to the General Assembly in 
' ~-·-
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The General Assembly, 

Resolves that: 

Draft Pesolution C 

Working ~pital Fund 

l, The Working Capital Fund is established for the financial year l953 at the 

amount of $US 21,500,000 to be derived: 

(a) As to $2o,ooo,ooo from cash advances by Members in accordance with 

the provisio-ns of paragraphs 2 and 3 o:f the present resolution; 

(b) As to $l~239,203, being a transfer of the balance of surplus account 

as at 3l December l950, not already a;pplied against Members' e.ssessments 

for l95l, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 58.5 A (VI); 

(c) As to $260 1 797 by transfer of part of the balance of surplus account 

as a.t 31 December 195l not already applied against Members' assessments 

for 1952; 

2, Members shall make cash advances to the Working Capital Fund as required under 

paragraph l(a) above in accordance with the scale adopte¢1 by the General Assenibl.y 

f,or contri""butions . of Members to the eighth annual budget, 

3. There shall be set off against this new allocation of advances the amounts 

paid by Members to the Working Capital Fund for the financial year l952, under 

General Assembly resolution 585 A (VI) 1 paragraph 2, provided that, should such 

advance paid by any Member to the Working Capital Fund for the financial year 

1952 exceed the amount of that Member's advance under the provision of paragraph 

2 hereof, the excess shall be set off·against the amount o:f' contributions payable 

by that Member in respect of the eighth annual budget or any previous budget, 

4. The Secretary-General is authorized to advance :from the Working Capital Fund: 

(a) Such sums as may be necessa:ry to finance budgetary appropriations 

pending receipt o:f' contributions; sums so advanced shall be reinbursed 

as soon as receipts from contributions are available for the purpose; 

(b) Such sums as may be necessa:ry to finance commitments which may be 

duly authorized under the provisions of the resolution relating to un:f'orseen 

and extraordinary eJq>enses. The Secretary-General shall make provision in 

the budget estimates :for reimbursing the Working Capital Fund; 

(c) Such sums as, together with net sums outstanding :for the same 

purposes, do not exceed $250,000 to continue the revol~g :fund to finance 

miscellaneous sel:f'-liquidating purclw;ses and activities, Advances in 

excess of the total o:f' $250,000 may be made with the prior concurre;nce 
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of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. 

The Secretary-General shall submit, with the annual accounts, an 

explanation of the outstanding balance of the revolving fund at the 

end of each year; 

(d) Loans to specialized agencies and preparatory commissions of agencies 

to be established by inter-governmental agreement under the auspices of 

the United Nations to finance their work, pending receipt by the agencies 

concerned of sufficient contributions under their own budgets. In 

making such loans, which shall normally be repayable within two years, 

the Secretary-General shall haye regard to the proposed financial resources 

of the agency concerned, and shall obtain the prior concurrence of the 

Advisory Committee on ,Mministrative and Budgetary Questions for any cash 

issues Which would increase the aggregate balance outstanding (including 

amounts previously advanced and outstanding) at any one time to an 

amount in excess of $;,ooo,ooo and for any issue which would increase 

the balance outstanding (including amounts previously advanced and 

outstanding) in respect of any one agency to an: amount in excess of 

$l,ooo,ooo, provided that, notwithstanding the above provisions, the 

Interim Commission of the International Trade Organization shall be 

authorized to postpone until 3l December l953 repayment of the outstanding 

balance of the loans made to the Interim Commission; 

(e) Such smns as, together with the smns previously advanced and 

outstanding for the same purpose, do not exceed $420,000 to continue 

the Staff Housing Fund in order to finance rental payments • gua:<:"antee 

deposits an~ working capital requirements for housing the staff of the 

Secretariat. SUch advances shall be reimbursed to the Working Capital 

Fund following the recovery of rental advances, guarantee deposits and 

working capital advances; 

(f) Such sums not exceeding $901 000 as may be required to finance 

payments of advance insurance premiUD!S and deposits where the period of 

insurance extends beyond the end of the financial year in Which payment 

is made. This amount may be increased with the prior concurrence of 

the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. The 

Secretary-General shall make provision in the budget estimates of each 



English 
Page 60 

I 

·' year dur:tng the li:f'e of the related policies to cover the ~ges 

ap;plicab~e to each such year; 

(g) · Such auma not .exceeding $l,ooo,ooo as may be necessary to complete 

the Permanent Headquarters of the Ub.ited Na.tiona. 

( 



Draft Resolution D 

Payment of honoraria to rapporteurs of United 1<ations bodies 

The General Assenibly, 
Recognizing that the appointment of a person as rapporteur of a United 

Nations. body confers honour upon his country and distinction upon himself, 

l, Considers that no such appointment should carry remuneration; 

2, Reguests all organs of the United Nations to bear in mind in future 

the views of the General Assembly as expressed in the present resolution, 




