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INDEPq\IET{CE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLIS

Note by the Secretary-General

The following action has been taken by

in lnplementation of paragraph ll+ of General

20 De cerober L955 :

I. The Declaration on the Grantins of Independence to Colonial Countrles and

Da^nl ac h'c haAh n?i hl-a.l attd disseminated in the folloving thirty-three lan6uages:

OF

Arabi e
Benba
Chamorro
Chinese
CreoLe
Dutch
nnjrl i eh

French
I{indi
Ktkongo

Kimbundu
Kinyarwanda
Klrundi

MaLay
Maori
Marshallese
Mbundu
Niuean
Nyanja
Palauan

the Office of PubLic Inforrnation (OPI)

Assembly resolution 2f05 (XX) of

Panopean
Portuguese
Silozl
SPanish
Swahill
Thonga
Tokelauan
Gonga
Trukese
YaPase
Zu lu

Languages, from Headquarters and

parts of the tJorLd, including
The Declaration has been distributed in the above

through United Natj-on6 Inforuation Centres, to all
Trust and Non-Sel,f-Governine Tcnritories.
2. The United Nations efforts to end colonialism have been Siven full coverage in
the two major re[erence vorks issued by the Office of Public Infornation, the

United Nations Yearbook and Everynan! s United Nations '
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1, In eddition, covera6e of these efforts lras been

lauphlets issued by the office of Public Infornation
foLlowing languages:ft Is and Basic Facts - in the

included in tlro general

for free distribution - UN What

UN I,,lhat It Is

Albanian
Amharlc
Arabic
Bengali
Danish
Durri
Dutch
English
tr'innish
Irench
Greek
Gujaratl
Gururoukhi

Basic Facts

Anharic
Arabi. c
Bengali
Burmese
Danish
Durri
Drtch
Englis h
tr'innlsh
French
Gerroan
Gujarati

A special panphlet entitled

Hebaew
Hindi
Italian
Japanese
Kannada
Konkani
Malay
Malayalam
Marathi

Norvegian
Persian
Portuguese

Gurumukhi
Hebrev
Hindi
fndonesien
Italian
Japanese
Malay
Malayalam
Marathi

Noruegian
Pers ian

Ius htu
Russian
Serbo -Croat
Slovene

Swahili
Sffedish

TaulI
Telegu
Thai
Truki sh
Urdu

Portuguese
iussian
Serbo-Croat
Spani sh
Swahi Ii
Swedish
TamiI
TeIegu
Thai
Turkish
Urdu

I

4. The United Nations and Decolonization sunmarizing
the work of the Special- Connittee on the Situation with regard to the fmplementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Cor-rntries and Peoples
(con'rmittee of r'\^renty-r'our ) r+as published in English in f955 and was followed by
translaticns in Sr+ahili, Spanish, Serbo-Croat, Arabic, !,rench and Russian.

5. In I!55 another pamphlet on the Unlted Natlons and deeolonization was lssued,
bringing the wor:k of the conmittee up to date. Afso issued in this series was a

panphlet entitled Southern Rhodesia.
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5. The following five booklets and leaflets have been issued. on the subject of
apartheid:

Apartheid in South Africa
A nelr Course in gouth Africa
Apartheid in South Africa II
Apartheid in South Africa III
United Nations and Apartheid

7, The raeetings of the Connittee of Trlrenty-!'our and the Special Conmittee on the

Pol-icies of Apartheid. of the Government of the Republic of South Africa (Speciat

Apartheid) have been covered on a day-to-day basis through press

total of 49J press releases heve so far been issued on the work and

deliberations of the CoDoittee of Twenty-Four: and a total of eighty-three press

releases on the rroik and discussions of the SpeciaL Coru0i"ttee on Apartheid.
B. Press officers r"rere detailed to work with the Conroittee of Twenty-lour during
its meetings in Africa in l.965 and 1955. Besides covering the Conmitteers meetings,

issuing press releases locally and cabu-ng sunnaries of the work to Headquartero,

the press officers undertook liaison activities for the Cornnittee w-i th inforoatlon
nedia representatives in all the African countries that were visited. They also

organized press confe"ences for the Chairnan of the Conmittee at al1 the capitals
vislted.
9. A press officer was assigned to cover the seninar on apartheid held in Rio

de Janeiro in f)66, to help representatives of the local infornation media to cover

the story and to file messages back for dlssemination fron Headquarters,

I0. A total of Lr666 pages have been devoted in the U.N. Monthly Chronicle and its
predecessor, the United Nations Revlev, to the coverage of questions relating to
decolonization and apartheid.
I1. Future plans includ.e continued coverage of the work and deliberations of the

two Conmittees and the i"ssuing of special pamphlets and booklets on the subj ects of
decolonization and apartheid.
12. Discussions in the General Assenbly and its coandttees and related events 'were

reflected. on a continuing basis in the news reports and thus included in news

sr.mmaries broadcast by the United Natj.ons Radio. Meetings and events were also

eovexed by photography and copies of photographs were distributed through United
Nationg fnfo raation Centres .

on
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11 . All the discussions in the GeneraL Assenbly and Security Council bearing on

this subject were given the norral news coverage in l5nn filn and television

kinescopes. This naterial was dl6tributed iamedlately to newsreel organizations

servicing over IOO countries and territories, tr'o11owing the newsreel distribution,

the material is incorporated in the Film Footage l,ibrary ancl nade available to a1L

national fihn and television producers for their own progranmes ' United Nations

Television produces weekly prograrnures during the General Asselxbly in spanish and

_Arabic. In the Arabic Television Review, seven ploglaanes dealt in whofe or in
part with various aspects of decolonizatlon, The spanish Television Dispatch - a

weekly television service during the General Assembly distributed to nineteen

countTies in Latin America - contained four featurettes on this subject'

Il+. As reported in the report of the iec retary-General to the General Assembly at

its eighteenth session on the dissemination of lnfornation on the Declaration in

the Non-SeIf -coverni ng Territori.es (A/552)), a special radio talk on the leclaration

was prepared in the following eighteen languages and distributed to Non-seLf-

Governing Territories :

Arabic Kinbundu Portugrlese
Bemba Maori Spanish
Chinese lla1ay Swahili
English Mbundu Thonga
French Niuean Tokelauan
Hindi NYanja Zulu

A1ec, wallsheets of the Declaration vere prepared in the folLowing twenty-six

languages for distribution in these Territories:

Arabie Hlndi samoan
Bemba Kikongo Sj'lozi
Chamorro Kimbundu Spanish
Chi ne s e Ma IaY Srr'ahl li
chokwe Maori Thonga
Creofe l{bundu Tokelauan
English Niuean Tonga
Fijian NYanja Zulu
tr'rench Portuguese

f5. Eleven radio programmes in the "Perspective" series during IQ56,,,tere devoted

to this subject and a twelfth is currently in production.

/...
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.
L6, A film-radio-photo tean vas d.espatched to cover the meetj-ng$ of the connittee

of Tventy-Four in Africa. The resulting radio dispatches and photographs were

utilized on a news basis, FulL recordings of the meetings provided rnaterial for
the "Perspective" progranmes mentioned above. The fiLn coverage was edited into a

short fi ln of r,rhich forty prints were Clstributed with supporting documentation to

enable film and television oTganizations to produce thelr ovn language versions.

L7. It may be noted that Uni-ted Nations Radio prograr0mes are broadcast by radio

stations in over I0o countrles and Non-S e1f-Governrnent Territories.
18. ln L967, in add-ition to r'egular coverage in all media of neetings at
Headquarters, arrangements r.Iill be made to obtain appropriate coverage of any

United Nations nissions to Aden, of any neetings of the Conmittee af Tnienty-Iour in
Africa or elsewhere, as r,re ll- as the vork of the ad hac conndttee for South West

Africa, Radio prograrnmes and, short films wiII be producecl arrd all appropriate

services roade available to television and film oreanizations for the production of
prograru[es.

L9. Radio and photo coverage of neetings and of the human rights semlnar held in
l rasilia \.ras used currently as news material. Recordings also became the basis for
.

three feature progranmes in the "Perspective" radio serles in r!66. The fllm
coverage of the Brasilia Seninar vas edited lnto a short fi lxa vhich was distributed
to elghty-four television organizatlons and Unlted Nations Information Centres with
explanatory documentation tc enabfe nstional teLevision and filn organizations to
utilize the material- in thelr own languages. A UN-TV featurette in Spanish dealing

with the Brasili-a Seminar vas distributed to nineteen tel-evision stations i"n Latin
America,

20. f.rL 1967, in addition to continuing coverage of meetings at Headquarters )

arrangements will be nade - with a view both to current news usage and to eventual

feature programole production - to obtain coverage where possible, of national
observances of International Day fox the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(March 2I) and of any international conference or seninar on the problen of

apartheid which may be convened.. The naterlal obtained in a1I media will continue

to be made avai l-able tc national producing organizatlons. Withj,n the linlts of

its resourcef,, the Radio and Visual Services vill also provide special coverage at
the request of naticnal producers.
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?L. Information nateri-al relating to this subject, as produced by the various
services of OPf in all nedia, was disseninat,ed to appropriate xecipients by United
Nations Information Centres serving 102 Menber States and some Non-Self-Governing
Terrj.tories ' The recipients and red.isseminators included the local infornation
nedia of Pressr radio and television broadcesting organizations) etc., governnentar
agencies, educationaL institu-tlons and non-governnental organizations.
22, As in the previous year, the series of neetings held by the Connittee of
Tventy-Four in Africa entailed careful_ llanning and advance arrangements by OpI
carried out in co-operstion fflth the Connittee secretariat, This included provid.lng
United Nations fnfornation Centres in areas directly concerned ffith advance

infonxaticn as to the Conmltteets schedul-e and lts willingness to hear local
representative s ., the planning of te reconnuni cations alrangements to ensure the most
rapid. and complete coverage of the Cor:dtteets meetings away fron Headquarters,
and forrov-up action, such as providing the coani-ttee secretariat i/ith sampres of
Iocal press coverage in the forxn of clipplngs sent in by United Nations fnformation
CentTes.

2). Besides asslstlng the conndtteers lrork by Ioca1 publlcity on its activlties
and providlng background naterial to infornation nedia, the Centres were instructed.
to introduce the subjects of apartheid. and col-onlalism into seminars, group
discussions, lectuxes) etc., as a matter of irqediate interest and importance. As

instructed, the centres arranged., rlrith the co-operation of locaf governmentar and

non-governmental agencles, for the wide dissemination 1n their respective areas of
the Decraration on the Granting of rndependence to colonial countries and peopres,

the fnternationar convention on the Elimination of Raciar Discrimination, the
booklet on apartheid published by the International lab,f,ur Organisation and
information naterial on the work of the connittee of rwenty-!'our. They arso
answered a1l queries from the generar pubric as werl as representatives of
educational and other organizations and of the infolnatlon media.
?4. Three sessions of the 1966 student rnterne programre at Headquarters vere
devoted to a discussion of the principles of ecluality and 6 e1f-deterni:-_ation of
peoples, the \.rork of the united Nations in the flerd of decolonization, anrJ. raeiaL
discrinination and apartheid. Materlal rerateo to the united Nations uork for

I
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endi-ng colonialism and apartheld rras distributed to the participants 1n the 1p66

Triangular Fellowship Prograrme for text-book writers.
2r. rn the weekly briefings arxanged by oPf for the non -governmental orgarrizations

represented at Headquarters, the subject of apartheid was discusged as a part of

the human rights issues and at the Annual Conference of Non-Govexnmental

Organizations the d.iscussion of human riglts and of the changing role of the

United Nations centred. on the United Natlons efforts to help the colonial countries

and peoples attain self -detemination and independence.

?6. Sinilar]-y, OPfis Visitorsr Service lncluded information on decolonization and

apartheld in al-l- its services for the public, The united Nations Guides included

these subjects 1n the lectures they gave to visitors taking the Headquarters tcur,
totalling over one nillion persons during the year. Briefings rlere also arranged

for visiting groups and audiences affay from Headquarters numbering about 40rOo0

persons. Many of the United Nations speakers addressing these Sroups included

these two subjecte in.their briefings. fn addition the publlc inquiries unit
responded to requests for i nfonlation on these subiects from the public by l-etter,

I telephone or personal visits. The unit provided klts containing infoxnatlon on

these subjects for students participating in nodel sessions during 1966-




