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CRNDENTIAI,S OT

R"!olt_"9!_!lra qsgsllials Corrnittee

Chairman : l"ir. Caxlos GTI},IBRU}IO (Uruguay )

f, At its 2207th rneeting, on 9 April 19TU, the General Assembly, in accordance
r,rith rule 28 of its ruJ-es of proced.ure, appointed. for its sixth special session a
Cred.entials Conrnittee consisting of the following liember States, vhich have
previously been appointed. for the tlrenty-eighih regular session: China, Greece,
Japan, l[icaragua, Senegal , Union of Soviel Socia]-ist Republics, United Republic
of Tanzania, United States of America and Uruguay.

2" T.he Credentials Committee held two meetings , on 2, and 26 April 197)+.

3. i\iT. Carlos Giambruno (Uruguay), Chairman of the Commlttee at the twenty-eighth
regular sessicn, was re-elected Chairuan unaninously,

L. The CoDnliLtee Lad before ib a mesLorandran by the Sec ret ary-Genera-l , d.at ed
2J Apri} ]9?Lr, from L'hich iL r:.ppeared that credentials issued by the ftead of State
nr. 1^uFr i-.h- ^? l.!. {-ha 'liniqi '.r fnr Fnr.oion Affrir< hr.l hFpr nnmmrrnr'ne+.c'l
provided for in rule 27 of thc rules of procedure of the General- Assenbly, by a1I
'iember States, except 22. ln 14 cases (Algeria, Surundi, Chite, Dahoney,
Dominlcan Republic " Guyana, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, l.Is.uritania, Iqepal ,
Ilicaragua, Pakistan, Saudl Arabia anC United. Arab Eroirates ) the appointment of the
represenlatives had been subnlitred in l-etters or notes verbales from the perma.nenr
representatives or permanent missions concerneC (hovever, in the latter case, the
PeTmanenr depresentatives of eioht States - Algeria" Chile, Dahomey, Dominican
nepublic, Guyana n Lebanon, Nicaragra and Pakistan - had been empowered to represent
their Governnents rrithout limitation as to session in all organs of the United
-{ationsJ. In seven cases (Colombia, Ethj.opia, Haiti, India, ftaly, Jordan and
Venezuela) the appointnent of representatiyes had been conmunicated to the
Sec retary-General in cables from the Head of State or Govern-ment or the l4inister for
Foreign Affairs. Finally, one lleruber Stare, the it'lald.ives, vas not represented at
fha c;a-+r- c-6-i-1 -^-.j.)n of the cenerell Asseabl"y. Tn add.ition, the Legal cormsel
inforned the Corunittee that subsequent to the preparation of the Sec ret ary-General r s
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Tanzania that the Cormittee shoulcl abid-e by thr: r-lc:cisions taken by the General

Assembly at its tl,ienty-eighth session. His delt''nLion condemned the South AfTican

Government's Folicy of raiisn and apartheid ancl cortsidered that the South Africa;r
representatives did not xepresent tfte- soutn 'African people" Tt was also of the
--.'ninn .r,hqt fhe .,''e4-^rtiais of the Fortuguese d.elelation could apply only to the

metropolitan terf itory af Portuga.I"

r)r rha ?a^?Feant'1-.ivc of the UniteA States of Aneriea said that his del"e-abion

vigorously deploled the practice of -gg{lilgiq in South Africa" Nevertheless '
Soutn Africa was a iylenbe; of the UnitEd='Iations ' and the Se cret ary-General ' rhose

task it was to review the credentials subnitted by i{ember states, had indicated
that thase credentials were in conformity with rule 2? of the l'ules of pTocedllre '
The Coflnittee could not 1lroperly go beyond the provisions of rule 27 and take a"

decision on its ovn initiative i.laraing the legality or represent at ivity of any

delegation accredited to the General Assenrbly. If it did so, difficulties night
pres-nt themselves for several l{ember States. f'urthermo"e, an understanding had

been reached that there woul-d. not, at the present session, be any discussion on

political matters such as those which the Corlnittee was plesently debating '

L5. The representati're of Senegal " 
I'hile sharing the coneern expressed by the

UnitedStatesrepresentativa,pointer}outthattvorulesofthelu]-esofprocedule
Tefated to credentials and thal one r,rhi ch more directly concerned the Cornmittee

ffas rule 28, which stated that the C1'ed.entia.ls conmittee exaldined the cledentials
of represeniatives . The fact vas that ihe South African representatives did not

representthepeopleofSouthAfrica.ToacceptttredecisiontakenbytheGenelal
Assembly at its last session I'J.ould prevent the Assembly from being o.istracted from

the vork of its present session.

16. The representative of Japan said that he full-y understood the aotives for the

propasals that had been made. His Government strongly opposed racism and ap?rthgid'
It also understood the aspirations of the peoples sti11 under Portuguese donination
and fu11y supported their right to self-deternination and independence. However'

the task of the CreCentials Cornnittee was to ascertain if the credentials
cornmunicated to the secret ary-ceneral- vere in eonformity with rule 27 of the rules
of procedure. Accordingly' he could not support the aforementioned proposals'

f?. The Chairman, speaking as the representative of Uruguay, said that lnasmuch as

the credentials coffnittee had been appointed for the forma] consideration of
credentials, he could not accept the proposal that the d:cision taken at the plesent

session should be the same as that taken at the previous session' Tt likewise did
not seem to him th at the Co nittee vas the proler place for the consideration of
rnliiia:l r,lrc<tirlns reoarding certain r6gines. In appropriate fonms, his
d-elegation had condenned the policy of south Africa, but to examine cfedentia-1s on

the basis of moral and political critelia could create a dangerous plecedent '
Accordingly, he would not support the proposaf r0ade by the representatives of
Senegal and the United Republic of Tanzania.



18. After a rrocedur--f di-cussior, ll'e
+nt t^,,i-c ra..t..+i^. F^F ,d^lf 1^n hr tL-ufvr! uy urrc

A/9i55
Engli sn
Page !

r-n?,>-.hr.tirra 
^f 

Cra.aa b?^^-c, d 
'ha

Conluittee:

''lire ( redent-La-LS {. OIL:l}It'tee

Acce'ots af1 the credentials of representatives of l,{ember States to the
sivl- r crpnjpl nj. r.hc Cl-nor:r] Aceamlllrr horriro t.L^h .^|- nr lhar hrrLlri ry

l"pse-ver.i^ns Fv-rrc^e6.] .n tl^.t rat',a1, d r-r'l- ,.hF 11",a-rv-6ioi.r r^or)l4. ,.essioirL$!rrey !

of Lhe Cenersl Assr:bIv"''

19. ?he reDresentative of Senegal nreferred the r,rords 'havin65 ta-Een note of the
reservations exoressedr to be re_o-Iaced by t're 'roros 'to,ting account or t:lc
reservations exrrres s edil .

20, The representative of the United Fepublic of Tanzania
accept Lhe Lext reao our llv rhe represertative of Greece.
.-id--nrl Crad. ^rnn.lqp S'.Iolrld be rccOnSiOered in L'e 1iort
anendments r,rhi ch haC been su€ge:ted hy Lis delegation.

said that he could not
Ha <rrqccet+d fhrt +ha
of the de facto

a1 JL't nvnrrl<-- .c rl^a f.-... n,. t.- .d.r-+4-i." 
^r'r;- 

rln.-iniilap l'r'e aS I'OllOt/S..

fle ureoenlt aJ s LorunfIIee

Accepls all the crecientials of the representatives of Member Stares -co

rhe sixLl-. soecial session oI L,]c Gencr.ll A-sscrnblv subject to rhe decjsions ar d

reservatio:'ti ex( vesseo J.rring r..g tricnty-ei grtt-r rc-qutar session of thc
Gerreral Assembly, "

2) Tuc frr-oniro *r^-^cdi r^na. r'6,4 F"lfrriwF of rhe Unitod
Republic of Tanzani a,

23. The represenLaLive cf che Lnir;cd States saio that" sirce his delegation hal
vni.cd erqincl iL- .l-ni<irn f.,!rljan -1. rt o ,r,.-nrr...cirh,.h -p..sii-),1 .f ,.LF a^r e.ra,L
asserblv concerninq rhe crcdenlials ol SoL:1 . africa, it cortd rroL acceuf tl-c
r.rardino raa/: 

^rr ^1' rhA qaFval 
'?1r ^f fha c^n.'i ri., -.- .-,.,-,Je.

2l-. Tfe representative of .Ia,oan ravi' j e.r-irresseo Lhe rrish bc submit a ,.e.r rrrol]osa-L,
the 61st n,eetirg o" rl]^ ConfiibLce vas bh( reulon adjourned.

25. -i,t the beginninf of the r.eef inlr reld on 26 a"r.il 197\) Lhe Ciairrn:n airao,mced
that Lhe following draf-L resolution .ac L,een sLbnitted ov a grouo of delegaLions
'.' i t l-, 

q -i^" +^ .^.iaa.ih- .-ya^rnah+.

"The Credenti.afs Cornmittee,

Tal(inf, into account the decisions taken by, and the 
"eEervaticnser.nTecs.F,l Fi hh.- lr.,Fni.v-.:irr4l ' rcslrlar ceqcion .f ihF CFnl:rAl Aqcar.bl\/

the credentials of all the xerresentatives of the Member States
special sessio:r of Lhi Ceneral Assemb-Ltr. '
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26. The representative of Japan said that his delegation would suplort the
fnraon ino nY^r^a.l

27. The relresenLatives af Senegal and the Linited Republic of Tanzanja exoressed
surprise at not having been consufted beforehand on a draft which ffas intended to
orirg about agreenenr on a question that directly affected Lhe African cor,urtries.
Tn so far as its substance lras concerned, the de.Iegations of Senegal and the United
Fcluolic of Tanzania rrcrs unable to accept rhe proposal in question, and it
therefore seemed to them to be necessary to revert to the original- proposal of
Senegal, which had priority over t'ne draft resolution r'.hich had just been submitted,

)8- Jr ro-1,r i. thF qt.p+^--E+^ ^o tirr^" nf SFnac|A- and t:,e Unitedfrr r q|/r./ ulc r cPf sDslr u*
Rah.lhr ia ^F rrroh?6hi4 rr6 ah. ir.r-an Fy^lainad i h^.L rhe nei"r drafh resclution hact been
drai.llr up rrecisely in order to tare rne point of vier'' of the African delegations
into accounL, and Lhat it had not been the intention of the sponsors oI the draft
to disregard tnose delegations. Consideration must also be Biven to the -oosition
o. dFl'-sAl iors 1rl- inh arF .ra 1-.hF nnininn hh:ri, the Credentials Cornrnit bee is not the
Droper forum in which [o consider questions concerning the repres entat ivi ty of
Governments.

2A- .fhe renresentrtives of Senep.a.-i an.l the Ilnitpd Ferlrhl ic oo -anzaria feitelated
their views to the effect that the nev draft resol-ution did not Tepresent the
posiL-on ofl che Alrican delegations.

30. The representative of China said that he had likewise not been consulted in
advance, r,rhich shoul-d have been done if a consensus rtas to be reached. Furthermore,
t-e r.rn*4ere4 uFlr lrF FFnFq .F Lh- snnnsnr s of iF'= nsw dfaft lesolution 1rere not
rterLtioned. He felt that Lhe proposal nade by the representative of Senegal should
be voted on,

31" Ihe representarive of the Union cf Soviet Socialist Repuolics said that the
aronlrrrous proposal was unjust and unifateral-, and those who had. prepared it knev
it vas unjust, or they would have put their names to it, The prolosal was not
acceptable to his delegation. As it had no sponsors, it could not be put to the
vote.

32. After a procedural discussion, the proposa-I of Senegal, vhich is reproduced in
paragraph 7 (a) above, was put to the vote by the Chairman in the form of the
folloving draft reso.lution:

"The credentials conmittee

Accepts the credentiats of all representatives of Menber States to the
sixth special session of the Ceneral Assenbly rrith the exception of the
credentials of the reDresentatives of South Afiica."

33. The dratt resolJtion, having rece-ived four votes in favour (China, Senegal ,
Union of Soviet, Socia-List RenLrblics and Lnited Fepublic of Tanzanja) ' and four
votes against ("rapan, Ificaragua, United States of Auerica and" Uruguay), r"rith one
delegation (Greece) not partieipating in the vote,-lras regarded as reiected
/rule 133 of the rules of procedure (A/5?O/Re\,fztt .
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?h Aft'or1-bo a'^+ihd +vwlru6, "he representative of China stressed once again his position
that the Royal Government of Nationa] union of cambodia was the sole legitimate
Government of Canbodia.

35' The representative of Senegal then proposed. that the Cormittee should conclude
its work at this stage and report to the ceneral Assembly" since rure 28 of the
ru]es of procedure did not require the connittee to make recomnend.ations to the
Assembly. Tbat proposal was supported by the delegations of china end the 'Jnion of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

36. The Chairftan then said that, r:nless a vote vas requested, the propcsaf woul- d
be regarded as accepted lrithout the need for putting it to the vote.

37. At the request of the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and in the absence of any objection, it ws.s decided that the names of the
delegations voting for and against the draft resolution subnitted by Seneg€l- should
qnicor in tha ,A-^'+

38, The representative of the United States of America, vhile regretting that the
Cormittee had been unable to agree on a compromise text, requested that his
delegation?s position concerning the cred.entials of the Khmer Republic should be
reflected in the report" He considered that the credentials of the Kirner Republ i c
were in conformity with rule 27 of the rules of procedure, and he rejected €^li the
allegations mad.e concerning the legitimacy of the Government of the Khmer Repubric,
particularly those concerning the role of his Government.

39" The representative of Japan reiterated his remarks concerning the Conrnittee I s
function. trrrith regard to the credentiafs of the representatives of the Klnner
Republic, the Japanese delegation had no doubt s concerning the validity of the
cred.entials issued by the Government of the Khmer Republic, the only legitimate
Government of that country. As far as Portugal- was concerned, the Japanese
delegation deplored. the intransigent attitude of the Portuguese Government, but the
fact remained that the credentials of the representatives of Portugal had been
subnitted in the fo1]I orescribed by rule 2l of the rules of procedure.

l+0. The representative of the Union of Soviet SociaList Republic s requested that
the repo"t should refl-ect the fact that, at the twenty-eighth session, his
Goverrurent had voted against the notion to defer to the tventy-ninth session
consideration of the item 'rRestoration of the lairful rigbts of the Royaf Government
of Nationa.l Unicn of Canbodia in the United. Nations".

)+f" The representative of Nicaragua, after noting that the proposal submitted by a
group of delegations had best ref.lected his or,m delegation's view, said that the
Conmittee woul-d not be fuJ.filling its mandate if it acted in the manner suggested by
the representative of Senegal. I{e vas therefore r:nable to support that proposal,

\2. fhe representative of Greece said. that he shared the point of view of the
representative of Japan on the procedural- aspect of the matter: the Conmittee r.'as
not cal-l-ed upon to discuss problems with which the General- Assembly and the Security
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Cauncil had been occupied for many years. As to his Covernnerib's po:;ition on
gpqTlhe-lq, it had long been i+e11 knorrn" but the Connittee was not enpovered to make
,-ta.iei^hc .1n thp la.ri+.ir.r^v .lf ,r.rwFFnmpnts-

)r3" The Chairrnan, speaking as the representative of Uruguay, said ti']at his
C.elegation endorsed the view that the credentials of thc representatives of the
Khnrer ilepublic were in order,

x

l.;,. Tn the l-icht of the f'o.F'rroi ns r,ho or"Fse"rt Ter)ort is iubmitted to thc Ceneraf
A,rs"t-Or"t,




