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llote verbale dated 25 February 19?)+ from the secre tary-General
to the lerrnanent Fepresentatives to the Unitqd llations

The Secretary-Gener:a1 of the United i{ations presents his comolirnents to the
Permanent Representative of . .. to the United liatlons and- has the honour to refer
to the Sec retary-General ' s note of 31 Jaruary 1??)r transmirt ing a request from
His ljxcellency i\'ir. Houari Boumedidme, President of the Revolutionary Council and
of the Council of I'linisters of the Peopfe's Democratic Rerublic of Algeria, for
the convening of a special eession of the General Assembty to consider an iten
entitled "stuay or the protlems of raw rraterials and cLevelopment'' (A/95)+L and Corr-1)-

On fi+ f'ebruary, the required majority of Member States had concurred in this
request. Consequently, under rules B to t0 of the 

"u-les 
of procedme of the

ccnFrFl asecmhlv i'hc snecial session should have been convened not later than
I March. In this connexion, hol{ever ' the Secretary-General received a letter
dat.ed ll. Februe.rv fr"om tho Par.'renant. FF.rr.cenl.Ahive o'Tran bo the Unit^d llations,
in ltis capacity as Cbairtnan of tlre Gro uD of ?7, infornin5 hirn of a qenel"al desi-e
s,mon q the nc-nbcrs of bhe Group to postLone the olening of the sDcci2l session to a
'lc+or rrr.!a and .r'A^,,aaf in- r^ i- r^ rn'.^ -^--^--.'-+a e+anq lo consr:lt {.he n.-nl^Frs\ira,rv rL'{uL. ur'-E rtr"/u ud^< 4Lr!,ru'rr Lo L- ruqPJ
about this proposal and take the necessary action accordingly. The Permarent
Representative added that some menbers of the Group harl suggested the date of
2 April as anoropriale for conrering Lhe session. Tn this repard, it will be
]"ecFlled that in the Dast there have been instances in vhich Tegular sessions of
the General- Assenbly r"rere postponed, at tire request of a l{enber State and after
ccnsultations with the obher l'iember States, beyond the scheduled opening date
spec-ified in the rules of procedure.

By letters of l-5 February, tLe Under- Secretary-General for Political and

Generaf Assembly Affairs, on behalf of the Secretary-Gene ral ' brought bhe

cormunication of the Chairman of the Gaoup of 77 to the attention of the Chairnen
of the various regional groups, requestinq them to ascertain and to inform hin
vhether a fostponerenb 14as acceDtable to tfe Fembers of their qroups and" if so'
\,rhnr.h'-r 1-ne qrrs,-cqj.ed oFl-.a .f 2 A.'r-j l r"'a s s ri t.qble. Sinilar lel,ters t"erc af so sent
to those i,,{er,rber States which do not belong to ary regional group.

7l1-aqt4l



A/9542
ing_La sn
Page 2

By 19 February, the Secretary-General was informed by the Chairnen of a1l_ the
regional groups that bhere was a consensus among the members of the $roups in
favour of a postponement of the opening rlate of the special session. The '{e-lber
States vhich do not bel-ong to any of the regional groups also inforned the
Secretary-General that they concurred in the postponenent.

On 21 February, the Seeretary-General received a further letter frort the
Chairnran of tre Group oll ?7 inforninq him tiat the Groul l^arl uranimously decided
in favour of the daLe of ! April for the opening of the special session,

After consultations, the Chairmen of the five regional groups informed the
Secretary-General that the members of their grouls had concurred in the date of
9 Apri'. The l'{enber States r^tich do not trelong ..o any regjonal group a-lso informed
the Sec retary-General that they concu.Tred in that date.

The Secretary-Gene ral therefore has the honour to inform the perrnanent
Representative that Lhe sixttr specral session of the General Assenoly wiLl convene
at United Nations Headluarters, llew York" on Tuesday, 9 April 19TL, at 3 p.!..

Three copies of the provisional agenda, drar.Jn up in accordance r,rith rule 16 of
the rules of procedure, are attached (A/95!3), I'urther copies vi1l be c.istributed
through the us ua1 channels.

The Secretary-General wishes to remind the Permanent Representati.ve that the
credentiafs of those relr-e sentat ive r \.'l-o are not alrea.dy authorized to represent
their Governnents in the General Assernbly shoulct be issued r'-n accordance r*ith
rule 27 of the rules of orocedure.




