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L The question af the punisbnent of r{ar criuinal-s and of persons who have

comitted crimes against hunanity was considered by the Conmisslon on Rman Rights

at 1ts twenty-flrst, tventy-second and twenty-thi rd sesslons and by the Economic

and Social Council at its thi rty-nintb, forty-flrst and forty-second sessions.

2. Ilavlng considered. a study by the Secretary-Genera} on the qucstion of the non-

s.ppli cabi li ty of statutory linitatlon to war crlmes and crines against hunanity

(ElcN.U/9o6), the Cornnission at its twenty-second session made several

rceconflend.ations , whi ch were ad.opted by the Economic and Social- Council- 1n

resolution 1158 (XLI). Untler that 
"esolution:(a) A11 States were urged to take any measures necessary to prevent the

app]lcation of statutory linltatlon to 'vrar crimes and crlmes against hunanlty, to

continue their efforts to ensure the arrest, extrad.ition and. puni shnent of pergons

responsible for war crlmes and crlmes agalnst humanity, and to make available to
other States any docunents in their possession relating to such crines;

(l) The Secretary-General was requested to report to the twenty-th1r'd session

of the Comission on the measures taken by States Members of the Unj-ted Nations or

nenbers of the speclalized agencles in pursuance of the above-nentioned request;
(") The Comlssion was invited to prepare, at its twenty -third session, as a

natter of priority, a draft convention to the effect that no statutory linitatlon
shall apply to 'war crines and crlmes against hlrnanity, irrespectlve of the date of

* Iten 61 of the provisional agenda.
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their connission, the Secretary-General being requested to prepare a prel_iminary

d.raft for such a convention, fo" consideration by the Councll iL 1967 and for
ad.optlon by the General Assenbly at its twenty-second sesglonj

(a) The Com0ission i,ras lnvited to nake any furiher reconmendations it
believed. desirable with a view to developing internatlonal co-operation 1n the
prosecution and- punishment of persons responsible for those crimes; and

(") The Secretary-General was requested to carry out a stud-y as regards

ensuring the arrest, extradition and punl shment of persons responslble for such

offences and the exchange cf docunentation relating thereto.
3. At its twenty-third session, the Connlssion on lfuman Rights had before it,
inter al-ia, the study on the question of the non-applicability of statutory
limitation to war crirnes and. crimes against humanity which had been subnltted to it
by the Secretary-General at tts twenty-second session (EiCN.\/906), the report of
the Secretary-General on measures taken by Gcverrurents (E/CN.I+ /927 and Add..1-6) and.

a prellminary draft convention, prepared by the Secretary-General, on the non-

applicability of statutory l-initation to war crirne s and crimes against hunani-ty
(E/cN.4/928).
l+. A Working Group established by the Connission at its twenty-third sesslon to
consider the draft corwentlon prepared by the Secretary-General was unable, owj.ng
+^ la.r. ^r +ihd +^ ^^hnlete its consideration of the whole text. Accordingl-y, by
its resolution l+ (XXIII ),:/ the Connission transnitted to the Econonic and Social
Council- the preliminary draft convention prepared by the Secretary-General and the
report of the Working Croup (n/Cu.4/t.gUl), together with at-l- proposals submitted
to the Connissron (r/cu.l+/L.gL7, 9\6-9\8, 951-959, 962 and.96j) ana the records of
the discussions in the CosnLssion on the item (E/CN,1r/SR.919, gzL,95] and. 911-915).
The Conmission requested the Council to transnlt those d"ocuoents to the General

Assenb\y wlth the request that they be ts.ken into cotreld.eration in the preparatlon
and adoption by the Assenbly of a draft convention on the non-applicability of
statutory liuitation to war crlmes and erimes against humanity,
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5. Having considered resolution l+ (XXfff) of the Coumisslon, the Council in
resolution I22O (XLfI) after recalling its resoluti.ou II)8 (XLI) of ! August 1!66,

in whlch it decided to submit a draft Conventlon for adoption by the General

Assembly at its tffenty-gecond- session, expressed the hope that the General AssenbLy '

would adopt such a convention at the earliest possibl-e moment. The Council

transloitted. to the Assenbly the prellminayy draft convention on the non -applicabi lity
of statutory linltation to war crimes and crines against hunanlty prepared by the

Secretary-Generaf (n/cN.l+/9a8), ttre report of the Working Group established by the

Conmission on Human Rights and the documents em.merated in the Conmissionrs

resolution 4 (nlil) wlth the reconmendation that the Assenbly take all these

d ocuments into consid.eration in the preparation and adoption of a conventlon on the

non -applicabi.lity of statutory limitation to war crimes and crj.nes against humanity.

The Council flrrther requested the Secretary-Generaf to lnclude in the lrovisional
agenda of the twenty-second session of tlie General Assenbly, as a separate item,

the queEtion of the punishment of war criminals and of persons who have conmitted

crimes against humantty.

6. The documents which are before the General Assembly are the following:
(") Preliminary draft conventlon on the non-applicabi lity of statutory

linlitation to var crimes and. crlmes against humanity subrnitted. by the Secretary-

ceneral (v I cx.t+ / 9ze) ;
(t) Report of the Working Group established. by the Conmisslon on Human Rlghts

(n/cs,\/t .91+3)(the reconnendations and information contained therein are included

in the report of the Comission on Hunan Riqhts on its twenty-third session)ial
/.) P.nnncol< raf^r. +1'a c^--;<<in..2/

(d) Records of the d"iscusslon in the coonission (n/cu.4/sn.9L9, 92L,91I
arr. 9J1-%5).

Ibid., para. 155.

Ibid., paras. 1)I and L57 -165,
9/
)l




