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LETTER DATED ]-' JUNE T967 FROM THE PERMANXNT REPRESENTATI\E OF Tf{E
UNfTED STATES OF AMEBICA TO TIIE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED IO TIIE

SECNETARY- GENEFAI,

I have the honor- to refer to yor.rr telegram or 11, June f967 which inquires
whether the Unlted States Government concurs in the request, set forth in
docuru.ent A/67LT, for the convening of an emergency special session of the General

Assembly.

Yor.:r telegram r"efers to ru-fe 9 (b) of the rufes of procedure of the Agsenbl-y

as setting forth the respons ibilities of the Secretary- General in dealing wlth a
request by a Member for an energency special sesslon. This rul-e and rule B (b),
vhlch provides for the convening of an emergency special session within twenty-four
holrr s of the rer'pint hw the Sec reta.rv- Cenera.l of a ]"FnlrFst fi; crr.h a session fromvvqr J vvuvr q4

a najoaity of the Menbers of the United Nations, refer to General Assembly

resolution 377 A (V) entltled "Uniting for Peace". The 'Unlting for Peace"

resofution and rules B (l) ana 9 (b) of the General Assemblyrs rufes of pl'ocedure

constitute the only source of authority and the basis for the holding of an

emergency special session.

General Assembly resolution 177 A (V) provides that an emergency special
sessi-on may be eal-Ied "if ttre Security Council-, because of lack of unanimity of
the permanent members, fails to exercise its pr.imary responsibillty fol the

maintenance of international peace and secwity in any case rqhere there appears

to be a threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of aggression".

As you knov, the Security Council is seized of the question of the Middle East

situation. The Council has afready adopted four resolutlons call-ing for a cease-fj.re

by the parties to the recent hostilities in the area, and a fifth resolution of a

huaanitarian character deafine r.'ith the afternath of the hostlllties. A1l- five of
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these resolutions were adopted unanimousry. A sixth reEolution was voted on at
the council meeting on 11+ June and failed of adoption because it did not recerve
sufflcient votes. Several other resolutions are pending before the Council as vefl
as other suggestions to deaf with this complex probfem.

With respect to the draft resol-ution prollosed bv the United States in
document S/7952/Rev.3, f indicated on l-4 June that the United States vould be

p?epared to consider constructive suggestions and revisions. With respect to the
draft resolutlon subnitted by canada, its distinguished representatlve indicated
that revisions were being considered.

The present situatlon is therefore that members of the Security Council are
still engaged in consuftation looking towards further action by the Council on

this natter.
The processes of consultation, negotiation and search fol' measures to ha nonize

the actions of nations enjoined by the charter therefore have not been exhausted,
For these reasons, the unlted states Government does not believe that a sltuation
has arlsen in whlch the Security Council, in tlte vords of G€neral Assembly
resolutlon 177 A (V), "fails to ej{ercise its primary responsl_bil_ity for the
n0aintenance of internatlonal peace and security'r. Accordingry, the united states
is not abfe to concur in the request for the holding of an energency special
session at this time.

ff, nevertheJ-ess, a majority of the Members decicles to convene such an
Assembry, the unlted states hopes that any dlscussion vill have a helpful infruence
in encouraging and enabling alr states concerned to dear effectil.el-y with the
underlying causes of tension and conflict 1n the l,liddle E,ast, Ttre establishment of
a firm and just peace would be a boon to al1 peoples of the area and would have a
nost favourable effect on general peace and seeurity throughout the vorld. There
is imperative need not for lnvective and inflarmatory statements, but for
con€tructive proposals and deliberatj-ve diplornacy,

I recluest that this letter be circulated as a doclment of the Securitv
Council and of the General Assemblv.

(siened) Arthur J, GOIDBERG




