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For the replies from the Governnents of Srazil, Italy, Mexico, Turkey aEd the
Uulted lfi-ngdon of creat Sritain and Northeln Ireland see A /6@6 and Corr.I,
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Soviet Socialist Republics see a /5@5 /eaa.I, and for those of the Governments
of Bulgaria antl Nigeria see a/6686/Aaa.z.
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fbe UEiteaI Natlons Gene ral Assenibly has in its Resolution 2182 (lafi)
expressed "its bel-ief that an lmportant contribution to the peaceful settlement

of disputes and to tbe preveation of such diEputes could be nade by proviiling

for impartj-al fact-finding iiithin the framework of international organizations

and in bilateral and nultilateral- conventions". The GovernmeEt of Finlantl

shareB this convietion antl conEialers a thorough exaninatlon of the questlon of
methods of fact-ftntling carrlecl out by 

/appropriate 
United Natlons boaties to be

of great imporbance. The two reportsS/ subndttetl by the Secretary-Ceneral
provitle a sufficient anount of materlal for a comprehensive exani.nation of the
question.
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The Gove rnment of tbe Netherlands, to thich we are intlebted., putzT$tavd

at the tventy-first session of the General Assembly ce.rtain pxoposals4/

concerning practical procedures fcr fact-findtng. According to these proposals

a special body for fact-finding vould be set up vith a viet to promoting the

abcve-nentioned activity. The necessity of establ-ishlng such a new special

bod.y was aLready dealt rvith in sone statements in the Sixth Connittee cf the

General Assembly, but on the whole final standpoints have not yet been expressed. '

lhe GovernneEt of Finland wishes to reaffim what was stated by. the Finnish
delegattcn at the twenty-first session cf the General Assembly,l/ It ha€ certain
doubts concerning the need and advisability of a nev per&anent body for fact-
finding. In our opinion the irnportance of fact-finaling as a means of settling
international disputes depencls prinarily upon the faet-finders I special expert

knovled,ge and, technicaL elq)erience of the tratter which is the subject of the

dispute, Nearly al} the special bodies used. for fact -finaling by the different
organizations mentioned in the report of the Secretary-General are composeal of
experts or have only certain kinds cf problems to deal with. This implles the

presunption that the new fact-flnding rnachinery rould prove most useful if it
cculd. give States needing its services a possibility of using all the special
experts available. Such a solution could be reactred. nore successfully by

organizing the use of aII existing international bodies fcr fact-findlng than

by setting up beside the Interaational Ccurt of Justice a new authoritative
body of a general nairure but vithout the ccnpetence to conciliate cr arbitrate.
Acccrding tc its opinion it vould be of great inportance to consider the

pcssibilities of setting up a list of experbs sinilar to the register of expe rts
and scholars in lnternational law (e /6671) r'hich has been prepared cn the
initiative of the Secretary-General with a view to furthedng the appreciation of,

international law by providlng technical assistance. L,lkevise it should be

considered, in which way internaticnal organizations representing special technical
and economic fj.elds could cffer their help to States needing for the settlenent
of disputes fsct-finding caffied. out by an inpartial body.

2/ Ibid., Twenty-first session, Annexes, agenda item 87, -documents A /6)71 s:nd,

Add.Iaibi,d., ! rIll.r g rytttee, gjLsi meeting, paras. 8-Il, 9r9bh meeting,
para, 1! "

U Ibid., Sixth Conmittee, 9J4th neeting, para. tL,




