
UNITED NAI'ONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Dlstr,
GD}I]'RAI

e/6655/aeu. r
21 May L967

CRICINIT: EIJII,ISII

lri ff'h <nc,-i e l <a<<i^n
Agenda item J

CREDFNTIALS Otr REPRESEI{'IATI\TES TO THE FiFTH SPECIA], SESSIOI{
OI' THN GFJIERAI ASSE,I'GI,Y

qon,..r 
^f 
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Chairnan; l4ir. Kurt brl-LlHEM (Austrra)

1" At ilrs l502nd trrlenary meeting) on 2J- April l!6J, the General Assenbly, in
-.ccord:.nce witl. ruLe 2Q of its rules of lrocedure, appojnL- i a Urtrdentia-Ls

Corrrxittre fcr its f if'-h special session consi:ting of Lhc following lv.emb er Stales:
Austria, cI SalvaJor, cujn'.4-, Ivcry i-e451, JaIanJ Nepaf-, Ni:aragua, Lhe L'r-ion of

Soviet Socialj-st Repubfics and the Unil,ed States of America.

2. The 0redentlals Conrnittee met on 22 t4av I)57.

). llr. Kurt i^laidheim (Austria) lras unaninously elected Chairman of the Colnrnittee.

4. The Chairman drew tne atlentron of lhe Comittee to the memorandum by ttle
S c"etary-G-n-raf on [he status of creoer-tiaLs of reprcscnlalives ro tne fifLh
,r1cejar- sessior. of the General Asseu.bly. It app,.ared from that memorandum that
cred.nti.ll s -T sone relrrsen:,aLiv-:) 4l Lhough "n-anaring frcr Lhe pr!,per authority,
irad been submitled in the form of a cable and thus dici not conforrn to rul-e 27 of
lro r'.loc -' n.n-a. rra -a L.a (re" a-rl Aesorhlw qn,,l , I-he ^r2^fi,'a aei:ahliShedJr Irureuurc Jr vr- - .r_!JJ JLrv vv v'!e !!q\

undor rr.is |ulpr 3cccr,ling ro which they sf-ou-Ld be issued ty Lhe Head of Slate cr

l^rr-rT "r'. .^ r,v r'.1 a M'nisLerr for fo.reisn Atfairs in tne jo-rn of a h'r-itten
lo.rrm,.nl I Farins l-hc <i,r-.+., - -.,1-h-rjI v ow..or.. jn t.hp ^ase OfrDourrrL q*urrvJ ruJ, c^L!Pv

emergercy sessions where cabled credentia-Ls are consiCcred as acceptable. It
rlrrjL6F rnr ^nred f- ,r l.'.- .,a.rr.r..1y t-t'.-t-..rr... --noranou_rx Lha! "l^ ftrmal Credentials
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had yet been submitted for a nrxrber of representatives of whose appointment the
Secretary-General was informed in notes verbales or letters from the Permanent

Representatives or the Pernanent Missions to the United Ne_tions. As it seemed

unlikely that those credentials couLd reach the S e cretary-General in time fcr
the Credentj-al-s Comnittee to rneet again aJrd examine them b€fore the adjournnent
of the session, the Chairman proposed, as an exceptional rneasure, that the
Comnittee decidc, pending the receipt of the proper credentiafs, ro accept in fjqu
thereof the cormunications referred to in paragraphs 2, j anC.4 of the
S ecretany-General ' s menorandum and to request the Secre tary-Gene:ra I to inform the
Credentials Cornmittee of ille twenty-second regular sessj-on of th€ General Assernby

of the status of those credential-s.

5. The Chairnan also proposed that, with a view to ensuring an orderly
procedure in the futrtre, the Ccrnmittee stress once again in its report to the
G€neraL Assenbly the necessity fo} all l,{-.mt,er States to comply h'ith the
requirements c.:. rule ?l .,f fhr rules of pro:{dur,- rf the Cencral AssembIy, which
provides, in+"er 6.liq, that c)edentials of repr€sentatives sha.}]- be subrnitted to
fhe Se cretary-Generaf if possibJ-e ni)t fe-qs than one week before the date fixed for
the opening of ihe session.
6. The above-uentioned proposals were adopred unanimously,

7. the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repubfics stated that
the USSR, like many other countri.es, did nlt rcgard as valid the credentials
submitted by persons who arrogate to themselves the titte of representatives of
Ci:rina in the United Nations. His delegalion's position on the substance of the
naLter, as stated on many previous occasions, was that the only goverruoent

]egally ent,itled tc, represent the Chinese Feople was the Goverrutent of the

People rs Republic of China.

B. FoI the above-fientioned reasons, the representative of lhe USSR proposed

that the Cornnittee regard the cred€ntials j.n question as invalid and to this
end introduced a draft resolution to the eff€ct that the Credentials Cornmittee

decide 'rto consiCer invalid the credeniials of persons calling thensefves the
fenr,.scFi'afiwAs l-1f Lh- Rpn hlio of rir-ina in i-.ha fifl.L sna.'iFl sossion of the

General Assenbly due tc the incompati-bi lity of these credentials lrith the

requirenents of rule 2? of the xules of procedure of the General Assemblyrt.



4ffi>J/Rwt.L
Engtlsb
hee 5

9. The representatives of Gulnea and Nepal stated that they strong\r supporbed

the d.raft resolutLon subaitted by the representative of the USSF, as the Central
Peoplers Government of the Peoplers Republic ot China vas the on\r government

Iegally entltJ.ed to represent the Chlnese people. The representatlve of Gul-nea

further stated. that the Chiang Kai-shek r6glme represented. on\. a soall nLnorlty
of refugees on the lsl-and of Talwan,

f0. The representative of the Unlted SLa,Les (,1 A&elit'a 1,tstad +h'a+ h'. :ro'.:aa 1-tc

agalnst the drafb resolution proposed. by the representatlve of the USSn, si:rce the

cred.entlals of the representatlves of the Republic of Chlna r.rere obviously ln
order. fhey had been submitted 1n accorilance t*{th rufe 2? of the rul-es of
proced.ure, vhlch prc,1'ldes that cred.entlals be issued by the Head of State or

Govemroent or the Wnlster for Forelgn Affalrs, and. there was, thel'efore, no 1ega1

basis for chalJ-enging their reguJ.artty, Furtherrnore, the trlroposal of the

representatlve of the USSR raised a question of substance whlch was not even on

the ager:da of the current session of the General Asseubly. He recalled that a

proposal to adnlt representatives of the Peoplers Republlc of ghlna had been

decislve\y rejected by the General Assenbly at lts tventy-first session a.:rd that,
at the same se6slon: the General Assenb\y had reaffinned that tbe questlon of
representation of ChLna was an ttlmportant questlonrt vhlch, ln accord.ance Ifith
Arblcle 18, paragraph 2, of the Charter, could be decided onfy by a two-thLrd

najorlty of Members present and voting.
l-1. The representatLves of the Ivory Coast and. Jalan stated that the questlon of
the representatlon of Chlna had been d.ecld.ed by the General Assenbly at 1ts

twenty-flrst sesslon and that there vere no grcunds for questlonlng the cfedentlels

of the representatlves of the Republlc of Chlna. tr\utherfiore, 1n the vlev of the

representatlve of Japan, slnce the questJ.on had. been decld.ed by the General

Assenb\r, the proposal of the representatlve of the USSB was out of ord.er.

However, vl-th a vler^r to avoidlng a long proceduraf dlscusslon on the uatter, he

would. ralse no objectlon for the Cornlttee to proceed. dtrectly to a vote on the

saLd. proposal.

12. Ilne representatlve of Nlcaragua stated that there was no legal argunent for
chall-enging the cred.entiafs of the representatlves of the Reprbuc of Cblna rqblcb

had. represented the people of China slnce the very lnceptlon of tbe llnited ldatLons.
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V. The Chalrnan 3ut to the vote the tlraft resolution submltted by bhe

representatlve of the USSR, The drafb resolution vas rejected by ) votes to J,
vlth I abstentlon.
f4. The representative of Gulnea, referrlng to the credentlals of the South

Afrlcan delegation, stated that the persons cl-alnlng to represent South Afrlca
rere, 1n fact, representatives of an ll1-egal aJld oppresslve rdgi-ne, whose

activitles were eontrary to the lnterests of the South Afrlcan people, lle,
therefore, vlshed. to place an record. hls delegationrs reservatlons regardfug these

cred.entlals.

I5. The representative of the USSR stated that he fulJy shared the observatlons
of the representatlve of Gulnea on the raclet rdglne ln Pretorl.a, vhich had flouted
several General Assen:oly resolutlons call-ln€ upon lt to lut an end. to 1ts pollcies
of apartheLd. and ractal dlscrlBinatlon. He, therafore, wished to express bis
d.elegaticnr s Ieservations regarding the credentials subndtted on behalf of South

Africa. The representative of the Ivory ccast said that his delegation, too, had

reserva'iidns regard ing the cred.entiaLs of the perscns repreeenting the facist and

racist rdgire j.n South Africa.
L6, The representative of the Uatted States stated that hls Covernment ha.d.

consLstentl.y nade clear. its d.etestatlon of the South Afrlcan Govern:nent t s raclst
Pcllcy, vhLch vas direetfy contrary to the lo]ji-cy luTsued by the Unlted States,
Hovever, neither the abhorrence for apartheld nor the Unlted States reservations
re€ard.lng other poJ-icies and. acts of the South African Governlaent alLd affect tbe
valldlty of tbe credentieJ.s of the South Afrlcar d.elegatlon, whtch fu]-filled the
requirements of ru]-e 2J of the ru.les of procedure. fhe United States also
believed that it vas lqportant that tbe South Afrlcan delegatlon should be present

and perticlpate 1n the r{ork of tbe varlous Unlted Nations bod.les, especiaf\y rhen
the question of South West Afrlca vas a najor lten before the Crgartlzatlon. There

vere also advantages to be gained fron South Afrlcais experlencing dlrectly the
lntenslty of the feellngs of the Meuber States concelrnlng its poLlcies. For theee

reasons, the llnlted States delegatlon accepted. the cred.entlals of the
relresentatlves of South Afrlca as belng ln accordance vtth rul-e J7 of the rules
of procedur€,

L]. The representatlve of lficaragua stated tbat raclal discrlnlnation was

abhorrent to the peoples of aIL Iatln Amerlean coultrles, but the fect rcrnatned tlxt
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the goverruent whlch had Eubudtted credentlals for the representatlves of south
AfrLca nas the on\y gover.rment exlstlng ln south Africa at bhe present tlne. rf
the corudttee were to question the credentiaLs of the repreaentatives of south
Africa, lt vould only be coripb. cat ing a situation which r,ras alreadlr ertreraely
defieate.
18. The replesentatl.ve of Gulnea, whlle agreelng r+lth the Nlcara€uan
xepresentatJ.ve tbat there was on\r one government in South Africa at the present
ti-me, cal-led the attentlon of the connittee to new d.evelopnents shich ?ere taking
place on the AtYlcarl continent and vblch o5.ght, sooner or later, lead :o -f,ne

establ-lshoent of a.nother government in South Africa, and lndeed ln Sou:h West

Afrlca as weIl. The peopres of Africa had come to rearl-ze thr,t vord6 arone vere
not enough to put an end. tc the poJlcy of apartheid. 1n South Afrlca. The

cor.:ulttee should take those factors into conslderatl.on and shou.I-d. not base Lts
decision on the out -vorn argrirent that repre3ehtatives of the presenc rdgine in
south Afrlca shoul-d. be al-lor,red to experience et first hand the intensity of tbe
feellng vhlch the poLlcy of apartheid had aroused..

19. fhe Cha lrnan stated that aLl reservations expressed 1n ttre ComLttee
concer4ing the representatLon of cblna a,nd south Africa would be included in the
rep3rb and proposed, the fcllowlng d raf't reso.Iution for the adoption of the
Cotfldttee :

ttThe Credentials Connl-ttee.

"Ha','1nA ,exanl-ned the credentlals of the representatlves to the fifbh
speciaL session of the General Ascemb\r,

rt^''Heca]-llng the different vie\rs expressed dr:ring the d.ebate,

"AcceDts the credentials of aLL representailves to the fifth speclal
session of the General Assenbly and recomend.s to the General Assenb\y that
it aplrove the reporb of the Creclentlals Conn:ittee. "

20, The representative of the IISSR stated. that, for tbe reaccns he had glven
in his staterdent, on the credentiaLs of the repre s entat lrres of Chira and

Sututh Afrioa, he wouid be ulable to oupport the reccnmencatLon that the Assenbty
should, 

^pprove 
the Coruritteer s report, aadlnould. abstain on tbe draft resof.ution

proposed. by the Chairman.
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2L, Ttre representatj.ves of Guinea, the Ivory Coast antl Nepa} etated that they

would vote in favour of the draft resolutlon on the und erstanillng that the

reservations expressed by their delegati-ons durlng the debate vould. be duly
recold.ed ln the Cottttt i.ttee ! s report.
22. The draft resolutl-oh proposed by the Chalrman r,ras adopted. by B votes to none,

T'ith 1 abstention,

FNCOMMENDATION OF TTIE CRDE\TIAIS COM}{ITTIE

23. The Credentlalo Corudttee therefore recounend.s to the General AssernbJy the

adoptlon of the follovibg drafg resolutlon:

ives to the
of the

The General Assemb\r

Alproves the report of the Credentiafs Conro-l.tt ee.




