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1. The peaceful- settlenent of lnternatlona]- dlsBute6 is essentia]- 1f the vorld
is to behave as an internatlone.l- connurdty living ln peace and order. The

prohibitlon of the thxeat or use of force as a nears of settling lnternatlona].
dlsputee necessaril-y requlres that the United ltrations shoul-d devote all- 1t6 efforts
to estab1ishing lrethods and. nachlnery whereby lnternatlona]. dlsputes nay be

Eettl-ed by peaceful neans. The Uaited Natlons Clrarter recognlzes this ln
Article 2, paragraph 5, in Artlcl-e JJ and el-sewbere, A study of thie n:ital subject
shoul-d accordlDgly be 6et on foot now.

2. fhe couic6e of recent d.tscussj-ons nithin the Unlted Natlons on pest and future
peace-keeping operatlons fortifles thlB coDcl"u61on. Se"lous differences of
oplnion have beeo expressed. regarding actlon which the Unlted Natlons has teken
in certain cases to prevent or deal with the consequences of arned conf11ct. It
ls therefore aLL the nore inportant to €nd.eavour to brlng to bear the resourcee
of the internatlonal cornnunlty as a nho].e in order to so].ve effectively the
underl-ylng dlsputes rthich glve rise to, or vhlch threaten to glve r16e to, a 6tate
of confllct.
1. The Unlted Kingdom Government recognlze that the p"lnclpfe of the peacefuJ.

sett]-er0ent of disputes has also been d.lBcu66ed in general teras und.er the ltem
entltled "Prlnciples of lnterDa,tlonal lav concernlng frtendly reLatLoas and

co-operatlon among States 1n accord.ance rclth the Charter of the Unlted Natlons".
The Specla]- Conelttee whlch net 1n Mexlco Clty 1n the 6u.@er of ].96l+ ria6 not,
hovever, abl-e 1u the time availab].e to reach a consensus on the coDstltuent
eLeu.ents of thls princlpJ.e. n1e Uuited Klngd.on Government coDsider th€,t the
subJect of peaceful settl-ement ls of such lmBortance that it nerits a separate
Etudy directed not slnply to eLaborating general princip]-es but ej.so to exanlning
exlsting and nen nethods and machiae y for peaceful- settLenent. the nateriaLs
produced. ln the course of d.lscussion of iteE 96 proposed by the Government of
Madagaecar and the further cliEcussion of tbat part of the frlendfy relatlonB
lteu vhlch dea].s with methods of fact-flnding w"111- be of great vaAue for the
general 6tudy whtch the United KlDgdom Govemnent propose. In vlew of the
luporta,nce of the subJect, hovever, and 1! viev of the de61re of the United
Klngdon Goverment tc inltlate a study of the entire field of peaceful settlemeDt o
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of digputes in a.l t 1ts asBect6, the United KlngdoE GoyernBent consld.er that thls
subJect ehould be lnscrtbed on the ageuda of the GeneraL AEse@bIy as a separate

ard dlstlnct lten.
4. llhe study envlsageil FhouLti be of the broadegt charactea anrl shouLd take into
accoubt not only Eethods of peaceful Eett]-enent re].etlng to tl]e solutlon of lega]-
dlgputeE but a].qo tbe poIltlca]. aspects of the prob].en. The stutly shoul-il enbraee

not only consid.eratlon of aIL nethods rhlch have been ueetl ln the past but a].so

consLderatlon of aqr nelt nethoals whlch seen to the Menrbers of the Ublted Natlons
to coutala some prouige of lEB oved State practlce ln-thls nattetr. It mey be

alesixable to 
"equest 

the asslstance of the Unlted NatlonE Secreterlat to a6se[ib].e

nate lal-6 lJ.].ustratlng past prectLce r"lthln the Ud.ted Natlon6 aarl its sBecialLzed
agenclee in th16 flel-d"
5' flre Unlted Klngdoo Governnent hope that the Menbers of the Uhl.ted Natlons
vllL coll€borate in this nen and lnportant endeavoua qhich can onJ-y be helpfu1 to
the strengthenlng of nor].d. Beace. ft is recogn-i zed tha+, the subJect le proad aril

I requlree carefu.l- conslderatlon anct 6tudy. An &pproprlate prograrune for th16
!7

purpose shouLd be establ-1shed tn the ].lght of the dlEcugslon of thlE lten by the
General- Aeserob$ et 1ts firentleth sesslon.




