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BNqIIEST FOR IHE INCIJUSION OF AII ADDITIOML ITEM
IN THE AGE}IDA OF TI{E TWMITIETS SESSION

AMm{D}{ENT TO ARTTCIE L09 0F Tt{E CHARTm 0F m{E UM1ED NATIONS

Note by the SecretarEc-eneral

The Secretary-General has the honour to request, under rule I) of the rules

of procedure of the General As6e!xbl-y, the lnslusion ln the agenda of the trentLeth

sesslon of an ltem entltled "Anendment to Artlcle 109 of the Charter of tbe

Unlted Natlons " .

fn accordance vith rule 20 of tbe rules of procedure, an explanatory

memorandum te attached.
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T,TPT,ANATONY MEMO5AI{DI]M

l. Btrr its resclutlon L99I A (XWfi) of ].J December L965, the ceDeral AssenxblJr

adopted amendnents to Artlcres 2J and.Z'l of the charter, incleasing the nunber
of members of the Securlty CouncLL fror: el_even to fifteen and changLng tbe
maJority votes required for decl61ons of the security councll fron seven to nLne.
rn accordance vlth Articre Lo8 of the charter, these amend,nents came Lnto effect
on Jl August 1965 after the deposit of ratifications by the required nunber of
Member States
2, The existlng texb of Article lOp reads a6 fo].lows:

"I. A General- Conference of the l4embers of the Unlted Natlons for the
purpose of revteving the present Charter ns,y be hdld at a date and place
to be flxed by a tvo-tblrds vote of the Menbers of the General As seobl_y
and by a vote of aby seven nembers of the Secuxity Counctl. Eech Member
of the United Natlons shal]. have one vote on the confe"ence.

'12. Any alteratLon of the present Charter recommended by a tr.lo-thl-rds vote
of the conference shaLl tahe effect ilhen ratifLed in a,ccordance vlth thel"
respectlve constltutLonal processee by two thi.rd6 of the Members of the
Unlted. Nations lncludLng aLl the permanent members of the Security Councll.

"1. rf such a conference has not been held before the tenth annuar sesslon
of the Genexal- Assemb}y follonLng the coming into force of the present
Charter, the proposal to calI. such a conference shall be pl_aced otr the
agenda of that session of the General- Assenbly, and the conference shaLl
be hel-d 1f so decided by a naJority vote of the Members of the General
A66enft1y and by a vote of any seven members of the Securlty Council.,'

1" A dlscrepancy exlsts therefore as betl'een the anended text of Altlcl_es 25

and. 27 of the Charter and. the present text of Article lO9, and an amend.ment to
the Latter is cal-led for, consequentteL to amendmentg already approved.. In
paragraph 1 of Article 109, liith Tefexence to the requtred majority on the
Securlty Counc1l, the vord. "ninerl should. therefore be substltuted. for the vord
ttgeventt.

4. As to paragraph J of ArtlcLe 10! of the Charter, it vill be recalled- that
its provisions have akeady been complied vitb. [he propogal to ca]l- a conference
for the purFose of revlevlng the Charter vas placed on the agenda of the tenth
regular sesslon of the General Asserrbly and resoLutlort 99" (X) vas ad.opted on
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5 Novenber L955 t ? /declsion in lrhich the Securlty Council concurred on

16 Decenber Lg5r.!/ Paragraph J of ArticLe tO9 can therefore now be

considered as obsolete. It is suggesi:ed tbat it should be deleted. The

alterna'clve solutlon to replace, by an anendment to the Charter, the r'rord

"seven" by the rrord. "nine" 1n the exlsting third par?graph of Artlcle L09

vould serve no practlcal pu"pose and lts technical and legal correctness

ean be questloned.

,, In the J-ight of tbe above, the Seeretary-Genelal- has i:he honour to

request the lnclusion ln the agenda of the tiventieth Eession, as an

addl"ional iteo of an lnportant and urgent character, of an item entitLed

"Anendment to Article IO! of the Charter of the United Natlons". A draft
resolrrtion for the conslderatlon of the G€neral Assenbl-y 1s attached to
the present lxemorandum.

L/ -Q{llclql legllq€ ! !he_-Que!r,4y_q!ll49q, Tentb Year, 707th r:reet1ng.' para. l?L.
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D8A.AT RESOLUTION

The General- Assembly,

Conslderin,q that the Charter of the United Nations has been amended to
provlde that the membersbip of the Securlty Council, as provid"ed in ArtlcJ-e 2J,
shcu.].d be increased.from eleven to flfteen and tfrat decisions of the Securlty
Council- should be taken, as provlded. in ArticLe 27, by an efflrnatlve vote of
nine mernbers instead of seven,

Considering that these amendments malre lt necessary also to amend Article 109

of the Cberter,
1. Decldes to adopt, in accord.ance vlth Arttcle l-OB of the Charter of the

United Natlons, the foLlovlng aEendnents to the Charter and to submlt them for
ratlfLcation by the States lvlenbers of the Unlted Natlon6:

(") In Artlcle IO9, paragraph 1r the r.rord "seven" ln the flret sentence
shaLl be repl-aced by the vord. "nine";

/L\ D^{-^,-hL ? ^€\v/ ts&s.ro1,lr 7 -. Article lO9 6taLi- be deleted;
2. Calls upon el1 Member Sta'oes to ratify the above amendments, 1n

accord.ance riith thelr respective constitutiotral processes, by ....




