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Note by the Secretary-General

lfhe Secretary-General has the honou" to clrculate to the Menbers of the

General Assenbly the folloirlng letter d.ated. IJ August 1965 addressed to him by the

Pelr3p.nent Representattve of Ne1' Zealand. to the Un1ted. Natlons.

x ltem 70 of the provlslona]. agenda.
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Ln pursuance of the obligation Nev Zeale.nd assured und.er Artlcle T, e of the
gharte", r sbould. fike to lnfom you of constitutionar d.everopmeats 1n the cook

fsland.s between late l4ay and 4 August; that is, of the events which have occuryed
since those d.escri-bed. 1n the reportl/ of your representative for the superv-lsion
of tbe act of Belf -d.etemiaatlon in the Cook Is1and6, transr0itted to you und.er

cover of the representatlve rs Letter of JO June L965, vp to the date -ohen the
Constltution of the Cook l6lands ca.me lnto force.

On { },{ay, as }4". Ad.eel record.s, the nevly elected. Ieglslative Assenbly:
hs,vin€ end.or'sed. the substance of the dtaft constltutlon, authorlzed.
1{r, Albert Henrnr, l-ead-er of the maJorlty party, and. !r. Ir{anea [amarua, the lead.er
of Government SuEiness, to consul-t rdth the Nev zealand. Government on certain
amendments lrhich they ileslred to be nad.e to the d.raft constitution before it was

brought into force. [hese a.nendments r,rere those slecifj-ed in the reso]utions set
out ln Annex X of Mr. AdeeLts report.; }'"lth one exception they vere }equested.

unaninously by the leglslatlve Assenbly.
0n 24 May, lnnedlately after their arrival lu New Zealand., lvtr. Eenry a,nd.

Dr, Tanalua began d.lscussions w1th the Nev ZEaLand. Govern&ent and_ the work of
draftlng the quite e:cbensive leglslatlon necessary to give effect to the amendrents
d.esired. by the legisfative Assembly was und.ertaken rr:ithout d.eley.

On 4 June, in accoTdance w:ith New Zealaxld r 6 pledge to be bound. by the reishes
of the elected. representatlves of the Cook I6lands peopl-e, the Nev Zealand-

larllanent enacted the three eajor a.uend&ents requested. by the cook rsland.s
reglsretlve Asserftly es well as the numerous largety consequential amend.nents to
the draft constitution. rn sumary the amendments were these: a reductlon of the
residentlal qualificati.onB for voters and. cand.ldates to three months for personE
vho have at 6ome tlme Ltved. in the Cook Islands for not less tha!. a yeari the
egtablishment of a Eouse of Arikis (hlgh chiefs ) to advlse the Govemnetrt on 1and.

and other custonalXr nattersj end prorislon for a Cabinet to conslst of a nlnlrrm of
three afid. a mar.i[um of five lrllnlsters 1n addition to the preuier. As a congequence
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of the establlshment of the House of A-rlkls a,::d. at the request of the Legislatiye
Ass.ernbly, the provislon ln the draft constitution for a Council of State (tte nfgh

Co@issloner for the Cook Islands and two Arlkts ) was onitted. ancl it wae pror:id.ed.

that the functlons whlch Here to have been performed by the Councll of three lrould

be perfomed by the High Comissloner alone.

0n ! July, the resldentlal qualLflcatlone vhich ha.d. previously barred him from

stand.lng ha,ving been removed., l[r. A1bert Heruf,r contested. a.nd. won a by-electlon.
He bece,me L,eed.er of Government hrFlness.

On 26 July the leglslatlve Asseubly d.ebated. the a,nend.ed constitutlon and

ad.opted. the fo1low'ing re6oluti"on:

The Leeislative Assembly of the Cook Islands
flereby resolves that the Cook Islands shall be self-governing 1n. free

u,""o"

RequeEts New Zeeland ln consultatl-on iritb the Govenment of the Cook

I6l-and.s to tllscharge the re6pon6ibll-1tie6 for the extefiral affairs and. d.efence

of the Cook IslandB.
Approves the Constltution of the Cook fsland.s as anend ed. in acco"d.ance

vlth the r':ishes of this AEseubly.

Requeets that the Constltutlon be brought lnto force on the fourth day

gventy of the tventy-two BleoberB of the Assenbly er4rported this resolutj-on.
The d.tssentlng votes vere cast by the nembers for PenIhJm and- Rakahanga, tvo
northern island.s.

At nid-nlght on , AuguEt, in accordance n-ith the Ii:ish of irhe Assembly, the

Conaitution of the Cook Islands vas brou€bt lnto force.
At a speclal sesglon on 4 Auguet, I'{r. Albert Henlf,r vas elected Prenier and.

announced his Cabinet.

The Constitutton belng 1n force, 1t has passed. beyond. the control of the

Nev Zes,laJd. Parlla.ment, I?o& now on the Cook Is].a.nc16 Leglslative As senbly has sole

lol{er to a.nend. the Constltutlon or, ln the case of the entrenched clauges (tnat fs
the slx cla.uses lrhere a popular referendum ae !,?ell ag a vote by the I€glslative
AFsenbly ls reguJ-red.) to lnitlate a&endlnents. Tieue tbe people of the Cook Islands
nclr have soi-e control of thelr own future, "trith the power to change their status
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es they vish. [hey have complete legislatlve autonory. There ls no legal
barrler to thelr assum;:tion of soverelgn ind.epend.ence exceB,r the need for the
assent of tro i:hirds of the menbers of the Cook Island.s legislative Assembly
and two thlrds of the people as ex!?essed by referendum.

I a.nl lleased. to fornard. for dlstylbution fifty copies of the Cook jsl.a,nds

Constltutlon Amendment A& f955, amending the Cook Islands Constltution Act
L96l+. The Constitution es a.nended., and as nov 1n folce in the Cook Tsland.s,

is to be found in the Second. Sehedule l:o the 1965 Act. For convenience of
reference a copy of the prefatory sectlons of the Cook Islands Constitutlon
Act 1964 is included. with each copy of t]ne Lg65 Act.

|\brgnea/ -b.11, Lu.f{r\!itl
Peruanent Representatlve
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