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In pursuance of the obligation New Zealand asgsumed under Article 73 e of the
Charter, I should like to inform you of congtitutional developments in the Cook
Islands between late May and 4 August; that is, of the events which have occurred
since those described in the reporti of your representative for the supervision
of the act of gelf-determination in the Cook Islends, trensmitbed to you under
cover of the representative's letter of 30 June 1965, up to the date when the
Constitution of the Cook Islands came into force.

On 17 Mey, as Mr. Adeel records, the newly elected Legislative Assembly,
having endorsed the substance of the draft constitution, authorized
Mr, Albert Henry, leader of the majority party, and Dr. Manea Tamarus, the Leader
of Government Business, to consult with the New Zealand Covernment on certain
amendments which they desired to be made to the draft constitution before it was
brought into forece. These amendmenté were those specified in the resolutions set
out in Annex X of Mr. Adeel's report; with one exception they were requested
unanimously by the Leglslative Assembly.

On 24 May, immediately after their arrivel in New Zealand, Mr. Henry and
Dr, Temarue began discussions with the New Zealand Government and the work of
drafting the quite extensive legislation necessary %o give effect to the amendments
desired by the legislative Assembly wes underteken without delay.

On 4 June, in accordance with New Zealand!s pledge to be bound by the wishes
of the elected representatives of the (cok Islands pecple, the New Zealand
Parliament enacted the three major amendments requested by the Cook Islands
Legislative Assembly as well as the numerous largely comsequential amendments to
the draft constitution. In summary the amendments were these: a reduction of the
residential gualifieations for voters and candidates to three months for persons
who have at some time lived in the Cook Islands for not leés than & year; the
establishment of & House of Arikis (high chiefs) to advise the Government on land
and other customery metters; and provision for a Cabinet to consist of a minimumof

three and a maximm of five Ministers in addition to the Premier. As a conséquence

1/ Hote by the Secretariat
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of thé‘establishment of the House of Arikls and at the request of the Legislative
Assembly, the pfovision in the draft constitution for a Council of State (the Bigh
Commisgioner for the Cook Islands and two Arikis) was omitted and it was provided
that the functlons which were to have been performed by the Council of three would
be performed by the High Commissloner alone.

On 9 July, the residentlal gualifications whieh had previousiy barred him from
standing h@ming begn removed, Mr., Albert Heﬁiy contested and won a by-election.
He beceme ILeader of Government Business.

On 26 July the Leglslative Assembly debated the amended constitution and
adopted the following resclution:

The Iegislative Assenbly of the Cook Islanhds
Hereby resolves that the ook Tslends shall be geli-governing in. free

assoclation with New Zealand.
B¢quests New Zealand in consultation with the Government of the Cock

Tzlands to discharge the responsibllities for the external affeirs and defence
of the Cook Islands.

Approves the Constitution of the Cook Tslands as amended in accordance
wilith the wishes of this Assembly.

Requests that the Constitution be brought into force on the fourth day
of August 1965,
Twenty of the twenty-itwo members of the Assembly supported this resolution.

The dissenting votes were cast by the members for Penrhyn and Rskahanga, two
northern islands. '

A% midnight on 3 August, in accordance with the wish of the Assembly, the
‘Consitution of the Cook Islands was brought into foree.

At e special session on L August, Mr. Albert Henry was elected Premier and
announced his Cabinet.

The Constitution being in forece, 1t has passed beyond the control of the
Nevw Zealand Parliament, From now on the ook Islands Legislative Assembly hag sole
power to amend tThe Constitution or, in the case of the entrenched clauses (that is
the six cleuses where & popular referendum as well as a vote by the lLegislative
Assenbly is required) %o initiate amendments. Thus the people of the Cook Islands

now have sole control of thelr own fﬁture, with the power to change their status
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as they wish. They have complete legislative autonomy, There is no legal
barrier to thelr assumption of sovereign independence except the need for the
agsent of two thirds of the members‘of the Cock Islands Teglslative Assembly
ahd two thirds of the people as expressed by referendum,

I am pleesed to forward for distribution fifty copies of the Cook Islands
Constltution Amendment Act 1965, amending the Cook Islands Constitution Act
166k, The Constitution as amended, and as now in foree in the Cook Islands,
is to be found in the Second Schedule %o the 1965 Act. For convenience of
reference a copy of the prefatory sections of the Cook ITslands Constitution
Act 1964 is included with each copy of the 1665 Act.

(signed) F.H. CORNER
Permanent Representative
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