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anus

fn accordenoe v:ith the statement of the Secreta.rXr of State for Foreigr.
-affai's of the united Kingdoro of Great Britain and- Nortb ern rreland on
2l septeober 1!61, the Governmcnt of the united Ki.ngd.on h,as transnitted. to the
s ecreta:'y-GeneraL the folrowing political and. constitrtional infonmtion on the
j]]orti l^-r ^a /\ ?a ^*

This j.nfoxnat ion, which nag received. on 2T February Ij6J r, is herewith
submitted. to the General Assenbly at its eighteenth sessioa.V

! rn accord-ance w:ith General assenbLy resor-ution 1TOO (xVI). of 1! Decenbor r96L,this information is also.subx.itted to the connittee on rnfornaiion from
Non-Sel-f-Governixg Territories.
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J-Dn{

1. The follofi:ing notes d.escrj.be the position jn Aden at the end. of 1962,
although i mlortent changes came into force on l-8 Janrary l96j (see paragraph 18) .

POPIILATION

2. Ad.en (hrorirn as the Colony) covers a srnalI area of 75 square niles, compri-sing
Aden Torenr a;ad the townshj.ps of Sheildr Otbman and Little Ad.en. The hinterla.nd is
composed of autonomous states and h:own as the Protecto"ate. The estj_mated_

population of Ad.en is 220,000, rrhile that of the hjnterla,nd. is 1,0001000. At th€
census of \)JJ, t}j.e proportion of the various racj-a,I groups in Ad.en Tomr nas as
folloms:

(per cent)
-Arabs . 75.2
Tndians and Pqki stanis .... 11.4
Sonal-is slld othels 10.2
Etu::opeans 1 .z

The balance of the population is not thought to have chrng.ed radica,lly sljlce 1955.
The population of the ?roteotorate is nostly A?ab.

SOATI]S

1. Ad-en is und.er Sritish adrdnistration, but has a consid.erable measure of
self-govemment. The hinterland consists.of a m:mber of small- autonomous states,
'whose rul ers are in treaty relationship v-ith the Sritish Government. lnforroation
on Ad.en and. the hinterl"and. is therefore g,iven separateJ-y in the two succJed.ing
6ections.
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I . 3-DIX{ COLONY

CONSTITIITION

4, Ihe L947 Constitution established a leg'islative Cor:nci1 coneisting of {
ex offi.cio membere a^nd. 1{ noroilated aenbers, 9 of rrl:on were non-official. At the
end of 1!!!r elections lvere hel-d. for the first tins and. 4 of the non-offj.cj-al- seats
lvere fill-ed- by elected rnsnbers. Subs equent 1y o adnini"strative arre.ngements nere
nade to enable elected ro€Ebe"s of the Legislativs Council to be associated. n:ith
the d.ay-to-day'rqork of government depertlnents, a,:rd after firrther consul-tations
between the British Government and. xepresentatives of the local population, the
Legislative Councj-l- nas reorgarLi.zed. j:e l-959 to incLud.e l-2 el-ected. menbens,

6. norainated- merobers end I ax officio oeobers, The Gover:ror, d1o had forneply
presided. over the T,eg:islative Councll, uas replaoed. by a Speaker. At the same

time, the Xxecutive Council las reconstituted to conslgt of 5 elected ot
nomj-na,ted. t[enber6 of the LegieJ.a,tive Council and- 5 ex officio @en]ers B . the Latter

| *""" g'iven responsibility for a nurnber of government d.epartrnents s;rrd w€re Styled

"Metobers in Chargerr, this titl-e bei:rg changed- to "lfinisters" i:r February 1!61.

Ggvernor

5. The Governor of Ad.en (at present Sir Clcrl-es Johnston) noxynF.lly acts on th6
advice of his Miinisters and- is. obLiged. in the exercige of his powers to coirsult the
&<ecutive Council (gxcept jn certain resorvad. cases). Ee nay onl-y act jJr

opposition to tle Council- I s advice ia epecial cjrcunstances ancl i-n accord-a.1tce

w-ith specified. proceduras.

Executive Counci-L

6. . lnder t]oe J959 Constif,qtion, the h{ecutive Couircil is chief exesutive bod.y of
Aden ayrd- it is responsible for the fondulation of governrnent policy arrd. for the
general d.irection of the affajrs of the, Territory. Its present compositlon,
und.er the chai-rltans}ri ! of the Governor, is as fol-Lows:
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n[r. A.S.S. Sasendwa^h

!rr. ll.a. Iayoonl

n[r. V.K. Joshi .

nilf. A.A. El-Saffi

. Mr. K.W. Si"moncls

X[r. W.O. 3:yce .
Mr. T.Oates
.U-r Connod.oro L.M. Eofues

Milister for Heal-th snd Tririig4f,f 6n
Ili-r:-ister for labour and. trfelfaxe, ],ocal

Goverrlment, Antiquities and ?rison8
Mini-ster for Public llorks, tr[ater and

Civil Aviation
Millister for Posts, Telephones and.

T1laal:r.iai|rr

Chief S earetary
Attorney-General
Fj.:ran ciaL S ecretary

. . nrlifitary Representative
A11 except the Last four na,med ere inhabitants of Aden.

L,egisLature

7. The Ad.en legislature is ufli-cameral and consists of a LegisJ.ative Cor:ncil
presided over by a Speeker. It has 12 elected nenboxs, ! ex officio nembers a.nd
6 nenbers nornj.nated, by the Governor. The Legislative Council is enpowered to
nake l-ans for the Governnent of Aden.
8. The present Co1mcil is compos ed. of 1J -A-1:abs, J Europea,ns, 2 Sonal-is a,1xd

1 Ind-ian.

ELECTOXAI SYSTzu

9. Mer.bers of the J,egiolativo Council- are e16cted. by ! constituencies, 2 of
whi ch returrr J oero.bers each and. the renai::i-ng J, 2 menbers each. Electors must
be British subjects born jn Ad-en, or British sutjects or protected. persons who
have resLded. j:r Aden for two yea.xs or nore and who eithsr o.lln j-nmovable lroperty
wi{hin trflsn to the vaJ.ue of 11500 sh:illjngs or who have been j.n occupation of
residential or busiless premiees in Ad-en of a.n anmral value of 2)0 shilli:rgs
for tnefve nonths out of the prece&ing tteo years, or deo have had an average
nonth\t income of L)O shil.lings duxing tha pter.ious tm€Ive months. The last
sl-ections vere hel-d iJ} January 1j\), wtd, the foll-on:ing ver€ el-ected.;
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Crater NortP

- 

.b/E.A. .UayOO]ILrJ

H.I " ICh-odabux-I{tran

Crater South' ./-DlSASenCWarrJ

v .-tl. ,J og.tlf-
A.M. luqna.n

Tawahi
A.M. A]-wan

Saeed Mohanmed Easson

M.A. Abd.o

J.A. Salole

M.A. Uaqtari

One vacancy. itrerober died in 1962.
Mernber of Executive Council.

JUDICIARY

10. The judiciary consists of a Chief Justlce, two pui.sne judges, the Chief
Magistrate, for:r {ivisional nag'istrates and a registrar. The Chief Justice
presid.es over the Suprene Cor:rt, nrhich has unlidit ed civil and s"iminaf
jurisd.iction. The appeals from the Supreme Court are heard by the Court of Appeal
for East Africa, whlch visits Ad.en s^nnuall-y for this purpose. lhere are afso
subordinate civiL and crini-nal- cor:rts presid.ed over by the Chief Magistrate,
assisted- by divisional nag-istrates.

Maala/Krormaksor

il
ll
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IOCA], GOVERNMNTT

11, There are three l-ocal goverrurent bodies: Aden l[uni cipality, SheikJ: Othnan
Township Autholrity End Little Ad.en Tolsnshj.p Authority. The Aden Municipality is
an autonomous body whic h collects its o.gm revenue, mainly from rates and taxes,
and. has a Council- of 1{ elected and 6 nomj-nated. lxonbers. The SheiJih Othnan
Tolrnshitrl Authority comprises { nouinated. and. 6 elected roembers, while the
!i-ttl-e Aden Tounship Authority cornprises 6 noroj-lated menbers. The two tovnshjip
authoxi-ties are autonomous but col-lect texes and. fees on behalf of the central
5v v er rrllrErru .

II. N.Dn[ IN,OTECTORATE

L2. .The hinterland. of Ad.en conprises the foll-ow1ng States:
Sultanete of Lahej
Auirate of Dhala (incruai-ng the Quatlbi)
SheiLFnm nf lnzahi

SuLtanat e of Aud.hal-i
Sheikd.ora of Upper Aulaqi
Su-ltanate of Lower Aulaqi
inirate of Sai.han
State of Dathina
Sultanate of tr'ad.h-li

Sultanate of Lower Yafati
SuLtanate of Tfahidi
(The above constitute the Federation of S outh nrabia. )
Sultanate of Upper Yafar i. (includ.es certain smal_ler shej.kd_ons and. states)
Sheikd.orn of Sharibi
Sheikd.on of Al-au"i
Sul-tanate of Upper Aulaqi
Sultanate of Eaushabi
Sultanat-e of Shihr and. MukaLLa
Sultanate of Kathi.ri
Su-Ltanat e of Qishn and Socotra ( inctud ing Ua^lra)
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CONSTTTTTION

11, rn r)J) ' six states joined. together to foro the Federation of arab Anirates
of the south. They have subs equent ty been joined. by other states, as noted in the
list above, ond the Fed.eration has been renaned the Federation of south arabia.
T!.e Governor of aden has no di.:rect adninistrative, powers i:r the protectorate, but
is generally responsible for reLati-ons between the protectorate sta.tes and the
Sederation on the one hand. and the British oovernment on the other. Ho is also
ree;onsibLe for advisory services to the hotectorate and. }as a certain (very
limited.) juris&iction bver non-ind.igenous resid.ents i:r tho h:otectorate. under
the preoent Constitution, the generaL executive authority of the tr'ederal
Gove:r[oent is vested iJI a supreo.e council, of whi ch eaoh nember in rotation is
chairnan for a period. of one month. Tha present members of the suprene courcil-
are as follows r. 

Sultan,Nasser bi.n I Aidrug. al--Aulaqi . . .

E.E. the Sul-tan Fadhl bin Al-i aL-Abd.ali,
Sultan of lahej . . . , lfjrdster of Defence

Miri-ster for Supreme Council Affajrs
arLd. Acting Mi:rlister of Justice

Nasi.r bin Abdul]a Al_ Ifa]aid_i . . . Minis,ter4 of Agriculture
L4. The Leg:islature consists of a Fed.eral- councir coroprising six menberg from

a

each. of the fed.erated- states, choseo b]r the states E ccord.ing to the method.
whicb. each State corsid.ers lnost appropriate to.its own cirpu4s.tances. the
states not nembers of the Sed.erati-on are administered- by theig pspa{ate ruLers,
w:ith the advice and. assistance of Brltisli advlsox5/ staf,f.

Sultan SaliJr bin Husain al-Audhali,
Audhal-i Sultan

Seyyid- Alrned. Abd.uL-Il-lah aI-larw:ish . . ..
Sharif Eusain bin lhmad. al--Eabili . . .'.

SuLtan A]ms.d bin Abdullah a1-Fadhli1 . . .
rne -! adru1 $u-Ltan .

Sheilc A].i Atif aL-K€,lad.a . , .
Shejk- Ihha&nad. f'arid. a1-Au1aqi.

Minister of Internal Secu.rity
Minister of Education
Minister of the Interior (father

of the Anir of Saiha^n)

Ministor of National Guiilance and
. Tnfor'nption
Uinister of Eealth
Minister of tr'inance (nephew of

the Upper Aulaqi Sheik)
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JU}fCITRY

15. The 1aw cor.lrts of the States are of two kinds: sharia courts, whj-ch
admi-nist er Qoranic Law, and- urfi (or cornrnon 1aw) courts, which handle a,ll- oases
outsid.e the jurisd,iction of the sharia courts.

RECIIiT !EVE],OI[M\1TS IN T-Dil$

16. trbom the mid.dle of 1961 until May I)62, Ministers of Aden and. of the
Fed-eration of South.Arabia heId d_iscussi.ons u:ith the object of forraulati:rg
proposals for eloser essociation between Ad-en and, the ldnter1a,nd.. Agreement was
reached- on th.e a:crangements for Ad-ents accession to the Fed,eration of south
4rabia j-rr August 1!62, and these, anangements were approved. by the Ad.en

L,egislative Cor::rcil and by the tr'ed,eraI Cor.rncil jx Septenber 1962.
17. 0n 15 January L951, a treaty was sj-gned. bet$een the United. Ki.ngd-on
Goverr:ment and the Goverrurent of ttre tr'ederation providi:rg for Adenrs accession.
The necessary legislation ca:ne into operation two days 1ater, when Aden be cam.e

the twelfth state of the Fed.eration. The title of the Governor,
Sir Charles Johnston, has been changed. to t}at of Eigh Conmissioner for Aden
and the Protectorate of South nrabia.
l-8. 0n the sane day as Ad.en joined. the Fed.eration, a nore advanced constituti-on
for Ad.en came into effect. The D<ecutive Council_ uas replaced by a Counci_l of
Uinisters, all the Ministers being appoi.nt ed. by the Eigh CoE&issioner on the
advj-ce of the Chief Mini-ster. The on].y official sitting on the Council of
Irft-nisters is the Attorney-General. The High conmissioner will in general arb on
the advice of the Council of llinisters (except i:r certain reserved cases). The
Legislativa council now consi,sts of 16 elected. members, 6 noninated members and
the Attorney-general, with the speaker. The new ad"en constitution includes a
full- code of fund amental huraan rigbts nodelled on the European Convention, and
the tr'ed-eraf corgtitution in its applioati-on to Aden is subject al-6o to this code.




