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?OLITICAL AND CONSTITI]TTOI{AL MFOBMATI'N ON

AFRICAN A1VD ADJACENI MRRITORMS UNDER UNISD
KINGICM ANMINISITATT ON

Note by the Secretary-General

GIBFATTAR

In eccordance vlth the stateuent of the Secretary of State for Forelgn
AffalrB of the Unlted Klngdorn of Great Srltaln and Northern lreland on

2J Septenber I96L, the Governraent of the Unlted Klngdoro has transnitted to
the Sec"etary-General the fotlowing pol-ltical and conEtLtutlonal iEfornatlon on

the TerrLtory of Glbralteir.
Thle lnfolnatlon, whlch as recelved- ou 1 Aprll- L961, 18 herewith subnltted

to the Gene"a} Assenbty at 1ts eighteenth seeslon.V

),/ In accordaace wltb Generaf, ABsenbly resolution 17oO (XvI) of
lp December 1961, thls lnformatlon ls a].so subnitted to the Connl-ttee
oa Infornation fron Non -Seff -Governlng Terrltorles.
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GIBRALIAR

POPULATION

1. Glbral-tar is a narrow penl-nsuJ-a vlth an area of 2 1/4 sqr:are nlles. Tbe
popul-atlon at the census taken Ln october 1!62 rvas 2\rO75, of vhom !'lr)BJ-were
Gtbraltarians, 4r8O9 were Brttish subJects not claselfied e6 Glbral-ta"ians
( thls figure l[cludes falrl]-tes of meubero of j:.M. Forceg but excludes oervlcemen),
1r)-12 vere non-3rltlsh, t\p were visitore wlth tenporary pernlte of reBld.e[ce,
ana 42? nere trensle!.t6.

CONSTITUTION

2, The rqaln features of the present Constttution are as followg:

Governor

t. The Governor ( General Sir Dudley Ward) ts bead of the adyniulgtTatlon of the
Terrltory. fn the exercLse of hls povers he is advieed by the Sxecutlve Councl]-.
Ee norrnally acts ln accordance wlth the ad.vlce he recelves fron tbe Exocu.blve
Councl]- and d.oes not, ln practice, take declslonE vlthout the Buplort of the
non'offlclal members of, the Councll.

Executlrle CounciL

4. The ExecutLve Council- ls the prlnclpal executlve orga[ and. normally takes
decisions on aII aatters affectlng the internal governoent of the Terr1tory,
lncluding the budget. ft Is con4losed of four non-officlal taembers (of nhoro

tbree are elected and one norninated) a4d four ex offlelo uenbers. The present
menberg of the ExecutLve CounciL, under the cbaLrrnanshlp of tlre Governor, are
as fol-Iolrs:
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Mr. ,r.A. s""""y'
IvIr. P.G. Russo

^/Mr. S.A. Seruyaz . . .-l
- - alIvir. -H.J . .l_sola"

I'lr. G.J. Gonez

Mr. J.D. 3ates. . , . r
Mr.J.P.Webber....
Srlgadler E.E. BouLter

ChLef Member

Menber for Lands and. Works

Meraber for Porbs and TouriBn
Mernber for Educatlon
Flnanclal- Secretary
Colonlal Secr€tary
Attorney-G€neral
Mllltary Representatlve

Elect€d nenber of the Leglsl-ative Council.

AU tbe above, except for the last th?ee named, are lnhabttante of Gibraltar.

LegisJ.atlve Councll

6. The LegisJ-e,tlve CornclL passes lar.re for the peace, order and good governeent

of GLbra1te,r. It nornaLLy neets und.er the chalrfiaEghlp of a Speaker
(Str Joseph Patron) aad haB twelve oenbef,s, of vhoo seven are elected, two are
nonlnated and th"ee are ryq@lg clvil- servants. Ag a reeult of constitutional
changes lDtroduced. Ln L)J), nenbers of the Legisl-at1ve Councll aov urd.ertake the
supervislon of departuents of the adulnlstration, and the feader of the largest
gfoup 1n the LeglsLative Councll is deslgnated Chlef Menber.

7. ftre preEeDt l-ist of Menbers ls as fo]-lows:
Mr. J.A. fla8san . . Chief Menber

!1r. A.J. Risso Menber for Labour and Sociaf Security
Mr. A.W. Serfaty
Mr. S.A. Seruya .
Mr. P.J. Isole
!drE. D. ELLlcott
Ms.lor J.M.E. Garezev . .

Mr. P. G. 311u"o3/

. Menber for Medlcal- Sefilces

. Menber for Portg and Tourien

. Member for Educatlon

. Meeber for Postal Departnent
, Menber for the Glbraltar Regluent and Clvtl

Defence
. Mernber for Lands and Works

Norolnated a€nber of the l,eelefatlve Councif.
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PCLITICAL PARTT

B. Tbe naln polltlcal- parby in Glbraltar ls tbe AssocLatioD for the
Advancenent of Civil Rights vhtch vas forned. in Decelober 1942 "to do 1ts utrnost

for tbe nelfare of o,IL cltizens of Glbraltar and for the furtherance of civil
rlghts 1n the Colonyrr. There are tvo other smafler groups ectlve ln local
polltlce - the Transport and General Workers I Unlon and the Gibraltar Co@nodweal-th

?arty.

ETECTORAL SISTEM

g. Tbe elected r0eBbers of the Leglslative Councll are eLected. on a basls of
universal adult euffrage by proportlonal representation. The laet electlons
vere hel-d in Seltenber L)Jp; tberc were thirteen candldates and the following
were eLected r

Mr. J.A. Easoan (Association for the Advancenent of Clvil Rlghts )
Mr. S.A. Seruya (Independent )

Mr. P.J. Isola ( Independent)
Mr. A.J. Bisso (Association for the Advancenent of Clvlf Elghts )

I,1r. A.W. Serfaty (Assoclatlon for the Ad.vancenent of Civll Rlgbts)
Mr. A.J. SaLderino (fraosport and Genera]- lJorkers t Union)

Iqrs. D. Etlicott ( Independent )

In L959 th€ life of the Legislative councll- vas extended frou three to flve years.

JI]DICIARY

Lo. The eourts of lav in Glbraltar consist of tbe supxeEe court, the court of
Flrst Instaoce and the l[agLstrateB t Court. The Judlclary comprises the

cblef JuBtlce, a Judge of the court of Flrst Instance, a stlpendlary Ma8lstrate,
and twenty-one 3_oca1 Justiees of tbe peace. Tbe crrlef Justlce preBides over

the Suprene Court, whlch lrae botb orig1lal and appelJ-ate iu"lsdictlon' The

court of Flrst Instance bas Jurlsdlctlon conparabfe to that of county courts in
England and 1s subord.lnate to the Suprerne Cor:rt. T'he Ma8lstrateer Court is
norzalLy p"estdetl over by the Stllendlary MagistTate or, 1n his abBence, by tvo
or more Justices of the peace.
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LOCAI PARTICI?ATION IlT GOVERN}ETIIX

LL. AIt Junj-or po6ts pnd uany of the senlor posts of the ClvlL Se?vlce are
fl]-led by locally i"ecrulted persoonel. SeEior posts 1n the adnlnistratl-on he]-d.

by Glbraltarians include that of FlnancLaf Secretary, Corrmlssloner of Lands and
j^Iorks, and. Chlef Medlca] Offlcer, Oqerseas officere are replaced, as and when

sultably qual-1fled locaL ler6oadel- becone available. As aheady not€d, a eajority
of the nenbers of both the ExecutLve and Legislatlve Cormclls are local inhabitants
and bave consid.erable Bay in tbe day-to -day admlnlstratlon of the TerrltDry.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

]-:2. lilrnlcipal- affalrs are in the hands of the Glbral-tar City CouDciI r',rhich has

el-even nerobers. Seven counelllors are elected. and hoLd office for th!€e yearsi
at preseat flve bel-ong to the Assoclatlon for tbe Ad.vancement of Civ1l R:tghts and

trqo are Indepeadents. flxe J.eading el-ected. rnernber 1s lIllayo? of Gibraltar. fh.e

rerainfuxg four nenbers are appolntetl by tbe Governor. The Last electlons vere hel-d.

ia Decenber 1962. The functlons of the city councj.l include flre preventlon,
publ1c health, hlgbuay nalntenance, public rnerkets, water, electriclty, gas and

telephone services.




