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Ia accordance vith the statenent of'the Secretary of $bate for Forelgn
Aff{rir6 of the United. I{lngdon of Great Britain and Northern lreland. on

2J Septenber 196L, the Go'r,ernroent of the Unlted Kingdon has trsJxsmitted to the
Secretazy-General the fo]-lo",{:ing politica]- and constLtutlonal lnforElatlo+ on the
Ierritory of lifyasaland..

ThlE lbforoation, $hich was recelved. on 28 FebrualT' L96? tt ts herevlth
subnlt'6ed. to the Genera]- Assenbly at its elghteenth session.ar

lJ In accorde,nce rrlth
thls lnformetion 1s
Non-Se1f-Governing

&-o6f.L1+

General Assenbly resolution 17OO
aLso subni-tted to the Comittee

Territories.

(xfr) or $ Decenber P6t,
on InfonrEti.on from
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NYASAI,AIiID

SOPUT4LIION

1. [he estlluated potrlulatlon of l{yasaland at JO June L962, va"s zrgrLr|O). TLre

breakdo,$m by races is as follovs I

Afrleane
Aslans and. other "

Europeu]s

2,gro,ooo
l.2r5OO

9,24O

2,95L,7OO

2. The logrlation 4ensity of l$asal-and, about .etghty-one lersons to the
square nile ( excluding ].ake area) 1s one of the lrighest 1n Afrlca.

STANJS AND PRE\TTOUS ]IISTOSY

t. llyesal-aJd. Ls a Brltlsh hotectorate at preoent fonolng part of the Sederation
of Rhodesia and. I\yasaland. although l{er lvlajestyts Governnent have accepted., in
prlnciple, the Territory I s right to secede. [he new Constitutlon of lwasa].and
1s based. on the agreed. recomendatlons of a Constltutlonal. Conference .which took
pl-ace in Novenber L962 alid-'nhich ea6 attend.ed by representatlves of both naJor
poLLtlcal partles 1n the Ter."itory includ.ing Dr. E.K. Banda, vho 1s norrr

klne }{lnlster. At that tine the Terrttory had. Af"icaa elected representatlon
ln both the legisLative a;rd. Executive Councifs. {Ihe fortler had. 28 elected
memberg and., ex-offlcio nenbers (1.e., civil servante). The E:<ecutlve CounciL
consisted. of 10 Mluisters, of vhom 7 were elected. merbers of the Leglslatlve
CouhclJ- and I uere clviL servants.
k. fl]e purpose of the l-962 Conference vas to consld.er further constltutlonaf
advance ln l\yasaland, to secure a stabJ-e and- prosperous f\rture for the Territory
and., on the part of Her ldaJesty t s Goverr:ment, to contLnue the process of
achieving an honor:rable and- ord.erly concfuslon of thelr responElbllttles as

Protecting Poner.

J. fhe Ccnference agreed. to proposal-s for a self-governlng constltution to be

introduced. in tlro sts,ges.
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6. The flrst 6tage took effect on L Februazy 196:, and the then existLng
Constitutlon $ag amended. to brlng lnto force certain charges ln the composltlon
of the hecutlve Councll-, restyled. uCabinet'r, and the Leg'islature. At the
second. stage, in the late sprlng, a corel-etely ner,r Constitution, as egreed at
the Conference, vll-l- be brought lnto oleration.

7.

TT{E 196' CONSTITU1f,TON

The mFJn plovislonB of the nell Constl-tutlon are as fol-lovs:

Governor

8. The Governor (at present Sir Glyn-Jones ) 1s nead. of the adrni nistratlon of
the Terrltoly. He is required. to consult the Cabinet in the exerclge of his
functlons ln nost cases, a,trd. vouJ.d. noraally act 1n accordance 1'dth the ailvlce he

recelves. [he coverno? retaibs reserved. porierE in the fleld.s of the econoqr
and. finance, the Public Service, publlc safety and the oper8tlonal control of the
poJ-lce. He is aEsisted by a Deputy Covernor.

c_ab1ps.t

9. The Cablnet repLaces the f,onaer Executive Cour]ctl and ls co!$)osed. of a
?rlme MinLster, norEa]-ly not more then elght other lvllnieters, elld. the Financial
Secretary T,*ro ls ex-officio ltlnieter of Flnance. There is provlslon under the
Constitution that the numlcer of lrinisterg can be lncreased if the Prine l4inister
consld.ers 1t necessary and Eer l{ajeotyr s Goverrrnent concur, and untler vhlch, at a
time to be agreed upon betveen.the I\yasel-and. CoVerrment and Her lvtraJeetyr s

Governuent, the portfofio of, SLnance can be asflimed by an elected melcber. The

Cabinet has general direction aod. control- of the lwasB,land. Goverr:nent and ls
collectJ-vely reBponslble to the Legtslatlve AsEembly.

Prlne Mirister e,nd- Obhe" Minlsters

lO. fhe Governor 1s req[ired- to lnvite the menbe" of the Leglslatlve Assenbfy
who appeare to hin Likefy to comand. the support of the rnajorlty of the members of
the Assercbly, to form a governaent and. gerve ln the office of Prime lvltnister. Ehe

other uinisters are a1rtr:olnted. by the Governor on the advlce of the Prine Ml"nister
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fron anong ne&bers of the legislative Assembly, except that not uore than three
(or so long as the Financia]. Secreta^zXr renalns }liLister of Finance, tvo) nay be

appolnted from aJlong otber lersons who are not elected mernbers of the leglslative
Assembly but are quaJ-Ified. to be eLected- membere of the Assenbly.
}]. fhe Prlne Minieter is reuovable by the Governor, but only if a vote of no

confid.ence 1n the Prlme Mlnister has been passed by the Leglslatlve Assenbly €nd.

the Pine lllnlster doeB not within three days either resign or ask for a

dlssoJ-utloa. The other ninisters are removable by the Governor on the adyice of
the Prime Minister. If the klne lhnister resigns or is reuoved-, the other
mlnlste"s ( except the ex-officiq Mirrister of Flnance ) vilf also vacate thei.r
offlces,
l-2. fhe nlnisters at present holdlng offlce are:

Dr. H.K. Sanda . hine Minlster and lvll ister of Natural
ReEources

Mini6ter of Justice
Minister of Finance
Mtnlster of Education, Social
Developrnent ard Tnfornatlon
Minister of Loca} Govermoent

lllnlster of Vorks and Housing
llinister of [ransport a.nd Comaunications
Minister of Trade and Industry
lvllui-ster of labour
MLnister of State

lvlr. 0.8.C. Chirra
Mr " E.E.I. Phillips
llr . M.ltr.K. Chlume

X4r . A.W. Ee/anausi

lviT. C. Caneron . .

Mr. W. Chokad . .

Ivlr. M. Mkandavire

Itr. J.D. l'{sonthl

L3. The Governor, on the advice of the Pr1xrc Minister, has porer to aptr)oint
pa"lianentaqr secretarles to asslet nlnlstere. At present there ls one:

X4I. J"Z.U. Tenbo, Inllistry of Flnance.

L94s_la$lre Asgenbly

14. fhe L egisJ-atlve Asserobly replaces the former Leglslative Cou::cil and conslsts
of a Speaker, the Flnanclal- Secretar;r, so long as he ls a meube? of the Cabinet,
and., for tbe lresent, twenty-elght elected. menbe?6. Any nlnlster vl:o is not a
menber of the legislative Asseebfy has the rlght to attend. and take part 1n the
proceed"ings of the A6semb1y, but not to vote. The Aseenbly has a ]-ife of not
more than five years,
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I{r. O.E.C . Cblva .
l[r. Y.f . Chielza
I{r. M.E. 3lackl.-cod

Party - UI"P)
,--\ur. !.4. rnrrre L u_H.r ,i , .

nfr. E.C. Peterklns (UFP)

l4r. C.C. Chakuanba

l[". M.Q.Y. Chiba.nho

Mr. R.B. Chld.zanJa

l[x. H.I,I.D. Chikafa
Archdeacon H. Chlpeubere
I'fr. A.W. Chlpmgu
l,lr. W. Chokari
lvlr . lt. ti . ,uDcan lu.!-r)
Ifr. !I.P. Goroani

Xxcept'nhere otherwise lndl.cated.,
Perty (MCp) .

Merober for Ka sunga/Fort Maanlng

Menaber for Runpl

Member for BlaJ3tJrfe Urban

Menber for Soche

Member for Northern Distrlcts
MeBber for Nkata 3ay

Melober for Ka"on€a

Menber for Blaotyre
Member for lfuribe

Menbe} for Southern Dlstricts
Menber for Lover River
Meeber for l{zinba North
Meeber fo" Lllobg:we South
Menber for Mlanje
Member for Fort Johnston/Kasulp
lGrfier for gholo

Meeber for Chlre.dzulu
Menbe" for Sblre North
Menber for Neheu

neubers belong to the l'{alalrl Congress

Engli6h

15. The Sleaker Le elected. by the Leglslative Assen0bly from amongst lts o$n

number or from out 6id.e the .A.ssenbly. If he is elected. from vithln the Assenbfy
he d.oes not vacate hi.s eeat as a nenber. l{lniBters and parllamentarJr secfetarles
a,re not ellgib).e to hold the off,ice of Speaker or hle deputy. {Itre present
Speaker, r'ho l,as a,plointed before the lntroduction of the nelr Constltutlon, r:ill
contlnue to hold. offl-ce untll- the nexb general election. fbe Deputy Speaker is
el-ected by the Assenbly from lts olvn nunber.
L5, The preeent menbership of the l€g:islative Assenbfy Ls as follovs:

Ir1r. W. Wenban-Slaith . Speaker

.Eirecleq Menoers-'

ur. H.K. .tsanda

Mr. M.W.K. Chiu!rc
Mr. A.W. 3llanausl

- t: - - . \Iqr. u. uaneron ( Itraepenq.ent ) . . .
Mr. M. Mkanda'cdre . . .

e/
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IvIr. H. Kachaje . . .

I[". c,W. I{uubuanJl
l{r. }I.H. Masatl .

lI". R.G. ltorgan (uFe)
l{r. J.D. Msonttd.

l,tr. A.M. I{yasulu
l4r. S.B. Sonanje
Irlr. I.N. Surtee
1{r. J.Z.U. Te@bo .

l4r. II.n,f. PhlLl1ps
( e5-o$_ic1o Menber )

lGmber for Lilon€I'e North
Menber for Zoraba

Menber for Doria

MeEber for Lilongrrc Tovll
Member for Kota Kota
Member for l,Izlnba South

Meuber for Blantyre Ru]ral
Me6be" fo" Centraf Dietrtcts
Menber fo" Ded.za

I{lnlEter of FLnance

EI]ECTORAL SYSIU4

17. Under the frenchise srrargemente agreed. upon at the 1960 Conferencel the
elected. members of the Legl slative Councll are efected. in eingle-member
constituencies, twenty by voters on an electoral rolf wlth tower quallficatlons
and eight by voters on an el-ectoral roLl- lrlth hlgher quaU.flcations. A11 voters
on both roll-s ruust be at least tventy-gne years of age, have reBlded- in lvyasaland.
for two years prior to regletra,tlon, end be Brltish subjects or Britlsh protected
persons belonging to }lyasal.and-. 3or the lover rol-I, voters xxust be literate 1n
ElgLlsh and. have certain income or properLy quallfleatlons; or be l-itera,te in
elther Engli sh or a local language and be a texpayer; or hold- cerbaln offices or
positicns, e.g., chlefs, vtllage headnen, traster farners, pengloners or
ex- 6errrieeBen. For the higher ro11, voters muBt be able to 6at16fy a general
edi.rcatlon requlrenent as veII es certain hlgher lncome or property quelifications "

18. [he ]-ast general election vss held. on 15 August L96L, at Tt'hich candidates
sponsored. or suplorted. by the tr{alar,ri ConBress Party (MCP), led by Dr. H. 3anda,
von 29 of the 28 seets ( loclud.ing one lnd.ependent wlth l{CP support ); the
remainlng ! were won by the Unlted. Federal farty (Uf'e).
L9. At the 1962 Conference lt r*as noted. that the MCP d.es1red. an exLensLon of the
franchise and that the IJFP vlshed for corlttnl:ed Epecial repres€ntation of the
Eu-ropean coom]nlty. The Conference accepted. the proposa]. that as there va6 no

funnedlate deslre on the part of delegates to the Conference for fresh elections in
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the near future, future changes to the franchise eould be agreed upon through
further consu-l-tatlons et a fater convenlent date.

JUDTCIAFtr

20. The Eigh Court of l{yasala^nd consists of a Cbief Justlce and. two pulsne
judges, and. d.ea].s r,rith pll- cases lnvolvlng serious offenceB. tr'or less serious
offences there are eaglstrates t courts. Appeal-s from subordLnate courts 1n civtl
and. crlmlnal matters 1te to the High Courb, and- from the fi1€b Court to the
Federet Supreme CouIt. AppeaJ-s ln criJoln.a.] natters to the High Cou."t nsy be on

nattexs of facts as well- as natters of lav.
2L. Ths:e are algo Af"lcan courts which are constituted. ln accordance with l-ocal-

law or custom and are presided over by chiefs or spec1ally appointed presldents,
assi.sted- by assessors. Thetr JuriBdictlon is Linited to cases wheLe al-I the
paCcies are Afrlcan and the defendent is vtthln the juriedlction of the courb
concerned.
22. The new Constltution incorporates the fol].oving changes shlch vere agreed
upon at l:ne ].962 conference.
21. fhe appointnent of the Chief Justice r*i11" be nade by the Governor after
consu.l-tatlon lrith the kfue lqlnlster. Other Judges of the Eigh Court wlll be

appolnted. by the Governor on the adrrlce of the Judlcle]- Seryice Comission.
Any appointnent of an acting Chief JuEtlce vifL be nade by the Governor in his
d.iscretlon, and. of an aeting Judge t'y the Governov on the adrice of the Judlcial
Serrnice ComisBlon. Judges salartes, phich are at present ftxed. by the Governor,

v:il] be prescribed- by la'!i.
2\, The Constitution provldes for the estabLlshment of a Judlclal Servlce
Co!@lsslon with executive !or{ers. Untlt a coryensatlon scheme i-s bTought into
oleration2 the Colmisslon v1lL be advisory to the Governor in respect of
overgeas civil servants.

BILL OF RIGI1TS

25. fhe 1962 conference agreed that the Eew Constitutlon should. contalo a 3i11
of Rights guaranteelng protectlon from slavery and forced labour, inhuman

treatnent, depriva,tion of properby fiithout conpensation, protection of privacy of
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the home, protectlon of the lav, protection of freedom of conscience, freed.om of
erpressl-on, freedotr of assenbly end a.gsociation, fTeedom of movement and.

protection against dlscrj.nination. The necdssarJr provi slons li:il-I be embodied. in
the new Constltutlon.

IOCAI GOVERNMENT

26. The basic unit of local government is the Natlve authority eouncil. These
couJlcils are generally regponsible for the welfare of the lnhabltants of their
area, and have certain reEponsibilitles ln corme:lion lrith the roalntenance of
publlc ord.er and the adrifnistration of Justlce. [he chief of the area, who ie
Brr ex-o{g!g!g meulber of the counclf, ls norrnel}y chairnan, and the counclllors
thenselves are either hereditarlr or selected in accordence v:ith pubIlc opinion
1n their area.
27. fn eleven of the eighteen d-istricts into whlch Nyasafend. is div:ided., d.istrict
councils have been establ-ished. The di-strlct councils control their ovr
flnances, leql rates a"nd- taxes a,nd nake by-lavs on such natters as agrlcul-ture,
education, irete"inaqr services and vater supplles, and. have thus large1y taken
over the flnancial and J-egielatlve responslbillties of the Native authority
council-s ln thelr area, Under leglslation wtdch ca&e into effect on tO Ju;;le 1962,

all counclll-ors on {istrict councilc vho held offlce for slx nonths or nore
vacated. thelr seat6, vhich i'rc?e then contested. at el-ectlons on the basis of
unlversal adult suffrage.
28, The tovns of Blantfre/Li-nbe, Zolrba, ti.Iongwe and- Salina have tovn councils
e sta,bllshed und.er the Torinships Ord.lnance. Ttrese councils ne.lntain road.s,
narket 6 and. other serwices, and- may make by-l-avs on a wide variety of subjects.
They nay levy rates 1n ord.er to raise revenue. In fourteen other nrra^l
populatlon centre6., rural area board.s have been 6et up w:ith eore restricted
povers and dutles. At present, the roajorlty of members of the to'r.m cou:rcil-s and.

ruraJ- area boerd-6 ere appointed by the Governeent.
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IOLITICAL PAXTIES

29. fhe tro nain lolitica]. pa^rties are the ]vbfa'ir4 Cor€ress Party (MCP) and the
United. Fed.eral Party (UFIP). Both have elected oeDbers in the legislative Assemb]-y.

30. The l{aLani Coagress ?arty, vhich vae forned. tn L959, is led. by Dr. 3anda,
its trtfe kesident. ft has a vlde Afrlcan and. snal-I European nenberohip. Its
nain airls lnclud.e the secesslon of Nya6aland from the Sederation of BllodeFla
and Nyaealand- (the rlght to rdrlch ller l,lajestyr s Government have agreed in
principle ), early self-goverment and. tndepend.ence, non-vtolence, universal-
educatlon, AfrlcanLzation of, the ClrriJ. Service, reorganlzation of the systen of
].ocal- goverument, reconciJ-iatLon of the tradl.tlonal- poeitlon of chiefs with the
new parl-lanentary structure, inprovement of the soclal serwices, comercielLzation
a"nd. moderrrization of agrlculture and. the buitdlng of baslc economlc institutions
fov flnal3ce, transporb, pover and ?ater supplles, dlstrlbution and slmilar
services.
1L. Tn the Legl sl-ature where the Party lras tventy-three seats ( lnclu0ing en
Ind.ependent vho has tr{C! zupport ) lt has follored progressive poJ-Lclee and. hag
introduced. several nev J-aws2 notably on.African educatlon, the reorganlzatlon
of dlstrict councLls, the introduction of a new personal- tax, and providing for
the lBsue of developnent bond.s to help the econoqr.

32. The Unlted Federal Party (UF.P) cane iato existence tn 1957. [he haln aims
of the party are a6 fol]-o'ws:

(") Nyasal-end. ig to renain vj-thin the Federatlon, self-governing in
territorlal functlons.
(b) .atricans a"e to parbtcipete lncreaBlngLy 1n governnxent as they galn
polltlcal elis)erlence.
(o) Opportunlties in the Clvil- Servlce are to be avall-abl-e for persqns of
a1l races T4-1th advance@e4t by oerlt alone.
(d) Atf reuaiuing vestiges of unfair racial dl scrinrination are to be
reaoved. so aE to lmplenent full-y a policy of parbnership.

11. At the 1962 Conference the Un'P strongly urged that the position of minorlty
comunitles shoul-d. be protected by neans of a B11l of Rlghts.
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3\. The Party von five of the eight Upper pol-I seats in the last election, and.

1ts leader, l{r. I{. Sfaekr+ood-, is the L,eader of the Opposition in the legislature.
t5. Tl:ere are a fev other nd-norLty par!1es ln \ryasaland none of l*rlch has

representation in the legisl-ative Assembly, or any signlflcant membership.




