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ST, HELENA

- In accordance with the statement of the Sécretary of State for Foreign
Affairs of the United Kingdom of Great Britein end Northern Irelend on
27 September 1961, the deernment of the Uhited Kingdom has transmitited to
| the Secretary-General the following political and constitutional informetion
| on the Territory of St. Helena.
This lnformation, which was received on 1 March 1963, is herewlth
submitted to the General Assenbly et its eighteenth sessién.l

;j In sccordance with General Assenibly resolution 1700 (XﬂIj of 19 December 1961,
- this informetion is also submitted to the Committee on Information from
Non-Self-Governing Territories.
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5T, HELENA

FOPULATION

1. St. Helene covers an ares of W7 square miles and had an estimated population
of h,578 gt 20 June 1961, St. Helens was unintaebited when discovered and there is
thus no truly indigenous population.

CONSTITUTTON

2. The present Constitution dates from 1956, and provides for a Governor, an
Executive Council and an Advisory Council. Prior to 1956, the Executive Council
consisted of civil servants and the Advisory Council consisted Qf six non-official
members appolnted by the Governor. Under the 1956 Constitution, the Executive
Couneil was expanded to include up o three non-official members and the

Advisory Couneil 4o include up to eight non-official members. The 1956 Constitution
was amended in October 1962, to provide, after elections 1n the neer Tuture, for
the Advisory Councll to consist of twelve unofficial members of whom elght would
be elected. ZElections wlll be on a basis of single member constituencies and
universal adult suffrage.

3. The main features of the present Constitution are as follows:

Governor

L. The Governor (at present Sir John Fleld) ie head of the administration of
the Territory. In the exercise of his Ppowers he is advised by an Executive Council,
end normally acts in accordance with the advice he receives from it.

Executive Counecil

5. The Executive Couneil consigts of three civil servants and three norn~official
members, who are loecal residents. ‘The Present members of the Executive Council,
under the chalrmanship of the Governor, are as follows:

Mr. E. J. Moss

Mr. H. J. Corker

Mr, J. :

i

Thorpe

Mr, J. Talbot-Fhibbs (Colonlal Treasurer)

A
Mr. B. J. Weston (Govermment Secretary)
0,
Mr. R. B. Johnson (Agriculture and Forestry Officer)
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Advisory Council

6. The Governor alone passes laws Tor ‘the goverrment of the Territory, bub
submits the drafts of all lews for the consideration of the Advisory Couneil
before enactment. Until after the elections the Advisory Council will comprise
geven to ten members, of whom five represent the five districts of the island,
end two represent the Friendly Societies (which pley an importent part in the
life of St. Helena). After the elections eight ocut of twelve unofficlal menbers
will be elected, Hitherto all members of the Counell have been appointed by the
Governor gfter consuliation with the various district associations and Friendly
Societies.
Te The present members of the Advisory Councll are:

M. E,, J. Moss

Mr, H. J. Corker

Mr. J, 4, Thorpe

¥r. D, H. Thorpe

Mr. K. W, Joshua

My, 0. H. Duncan

Mr, T, C., Mainwaring

Mr. F. C. Greham

JUDICIARY

8. The Supreme Court of St, Helens has full criminel and civil jurisdiction
and desls with cases amccording to English procedure as far as local circumstances
permit. The trisl of é. person is by a Jury of elght. Appeal under cerﬁain
clrcumstences lies %o the Privy Council. In view of the smell mmber of cases,
the Governor acts as Chief Justice; when cases oceur which are unsuiteble to be
heard by the Governor in his ceapacity as Chief Justice, a judge from outside the
Territory 1s appointed Chief Justice as a temporary measure. ‘There 1s elso a
Megistrates' Court, which mey be presided over by the Magistrate (who is the
Govermment Secretary) or by any two justiceg of the peace. In addi"cion,‘ there
is a Sﬁall Debts Court and & Juvenlle Court.

/..
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TOCAL GOVERNMENT

9, Cértain welfare and municipal services in Jemestown (such,as control of
merkets and street lighting) are administered by a locel board.





