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IVote_by the SecretarJr-General-

MAURITTW

In accordance I"Lth the statenent of the Secretary of State for ForeJ"gn Aff,alrs
of the Untted Kingdon of feat Brttah and Northenx IreLand on 2J Septenb e! ].96I,
the Goveromebt of the Unlted Kingrtom haB tranBnltted to the Secretary-Gener:a l- the
foJ-lo?lng poJ.ltlca1 and constitutlonal. lnfornatlon on the Territory of ysurltlus.

[hie lnformtion, vhLch aras "eceived on ]., !,hnch f961, tB heleqlth Bubnitted
to tbe Gerlera]. Assembfy at 1ts elghteenth gesglon.V

A In accordance with General AssembJ-y reso.lutlon l-?00 (XVf) of 19 lecenbet 196!,
thls lnforEatlon is also BubnLtted to the CoE@ittee on Idoxration from
Non-Selg-Go"rernlng Terrltorles.
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POPULATTON

1. l,hurltlue 19 a 6nafl-, densely popul-ated re"ritory ln the rndLan ocean inhabited
by people of nlxed origln, [he estlEated popul-at1on of yEuritiuB at ,r xecenber 1960
uas 6[8,85O. It vae unlnhablted as late as the ear]-y nlneteenth century. Ihe
p"oFortlon of the varlous raciaL groups 19 rouglJ-y as follows:

(per cent )
Ind.lan descent 67
Chlnese descent lt
ttc,eneraLtr population

(European and African descent ) Zg
There are felrer than IrCCO pereons of Briti6h orlgin ln l,,gurltlus.

STATUS AND PIEVIOT'S EISTOET

2. l/surltlue is a Territory rr'l-th a conslderable nea sure of lntelnal- self-
governuent. ftd present Constitutlon ls based on the result of dlecusslons whlch
took place 1n JuLy 196I between the Srltlsh covernrnent and repreoentatives of the
uaJor pollticeJ- partlee 1n t&urltius, lncrudrng Dr. Rangoolaro, the present cbief
Minlster. At that tlee, the Terrltory a.l-xeady had a DaJorlty of elected menbers 1n
the reg16l-atlve and Executive counctl-si the forner had forty eLected nemberg, up to
tweLve nonlnated members and tlree ex offlclo nenbers, r,,'h1l-e the latter consigted l

of the Governor, who preeid.ed, seven elected and tvo noqi.nated nenxbers and three
ex officlo ltrembers. The elected r@rabers of the Executlve Councll, llke the nomlnated
and ex offtclo members, each had reslonBibil1ty over one o!. nore departnents of
government, and thus had a conslderabLe share 1n the superviElon of the
adnlnlstratlon of the Territory, as veJ.l as a fu-l-l share ln policy natlng.
1. As a resul.t of the LgSL Constitutlonal Conference, lt vas agreed inter aLla
that the Leader of the naJortty ]rarty 1n the legiEtature r,rouJ-d, be glven the tttle
of chief l"lln:i Bter, and that the Governo" vould consul-t the chlef litlnlster on such
natterE aE the aplointment and renoval of nlnlstelB, the alLocatlon of lortfol_los
and the sunmoning, proroguLng and dlssolutlon of the legislature.
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CONSTTfiJTION

Governor

4. The Coverno! (at present S1r John fishnis) ls the Queen I e represeatative and

the forrnal head of the Government. As head of the executlve he norna]*ly gcts on

the aduice of the Executlve Councll, special procedure incJ-uding a report to the

Brltleh Government, being requl-red 1n aDy case 'where he doeB not. Als assent is
xequl"red for lcws IEBsed by the LeglEl-ative councl]. and 1s noxnel.}y glven'

Executlve Couaci].

,. The Constltutlon vhlcb ls nor,t In force prowldee for an Dtecutlve Councll-

conBi8ting of a Cblef l,llnister and. twelve other nlnlsters, under the cbalnmnship
of the Governor. fhis Councl]- 1B collect1veIy responslble for the directLon and

controL of the Gover!@nt of the Terrltory. The Government appolnts as Chlef

Minieter that menber of the Legtslative Counctl wbo ie ab1-e to colmqnd a naJority.
6. lllre present compoel-tlon of the b(ecutlve councll, under the chairl[anshlp of
the Governor, ls as folLows:

DT. S. RangoolazP ... Ctl-ef Wnlster aBd Minleter of Finance

I"lr. A. PeeJadhr:r9/ ... lllnlster of Educatlon and Cultural- Affelrs
Irrr. S. BooIeLL4 ,....
Itr. J.c, rorgutd.....
Mrr. F. IsventureV
1,1r. A.R. Mobanedy'
I,lr. J.M. laturaV

trlr. v. nrneeoo8/
I,1r. E.E. IVaIter/
1{r, A.M. OrttJ

Tel-eco@unicatlonB
yrr. M. Iavotpierre ... Attorney-Geaeral.
I,f . T,.D. Vlckers ..... Chlef Secretary
1,t". A.F, Sates ....... Flnanclal Secretary
AIL rol4lsters except the laBt t$o larled are lfaurLtians.

Menber of labour &rty.
Nonlnated nember.

Menber of l{usl-lm Cornni.ttee of Actlon.

l,flnister of Agricul-ture and Natural ReeourceE

lliDtBte" of Eealth aEd Reforn lrxstltutlons
... Midister of Local- Goverrment and Co-otr)eratlve levelopment
... Minlster of Eouslng, Isnds and Tovn and Cor:ntry PJ-anhlng

..,. Illnlster of Industry, Cormerce and Erterna].
Comunlcations

.... I4Lnleter of labor:r and Soclal- Security

. . , . lvllnleter of WorkB and Interral Comunicatlons
..... Mlnleter of Inforoatlon, Poets, Telegraph and

tl
v
:/
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Legl61€ture

7- The l&uritlus Ieglslature ls u$i-caneral and conslsts of a l€giolatlve Council-
of fifty-flve neubers, of whon forty are eJ.ected, twelve are nonlnated and three
are offLclals. rt has pover to Leglslste for arl a6pects of the interral_ affalrs
of the Terrltory and coDtrors its budget and tar<ation. rhe cor:ncil rnay be prorogued
at any tlme by the Governor actlng on nlnisterlal advlce. The Governorr' power'
to dlseolve the r€glslature are the Fane as the conventlons applylng to the
exeTcLse of the pover of dissolutlon by the Queen ln the unlted l(ingdon. The
Leglslatlve councll Eay deal v'ith eny tyln of legtslatiotl. ALL nenberB of the
Ieg:isl€tu3e are lr{aurltlans except for two of the offictaL &embers.

EIECTONAI 5YSMM

B. ll'he eLectoral systern 1o baBed oa unlver'al aduLt suffrage. Forty of tbe
eembels of the Legl slative Councll- ale elected la stug].e -rnenber conetituencies, the
candldate po]-llng the targeet number of votes lrlDnlng the seat. El-ectlouE are herd
every fLve year6.

9. Ihe J-a st eLecttoBs ?e"e held ln l4arch 1959 and )rlel-ded the fo]-low1ng results:
PartleB Canditlates ReEults Ferceatage of votes

Iabour Farty
(J-eader: Dr. S. latrgoolan) ...... ,Z Zj

Musunx Co@lttee of Actlon(leader: ttu. A.R. Mohaned ) ...,., 7 j
Iodependent Forlrard Bloc(leader: l4r. S. BLeoondoyaf) .... 2g
hrbt l,hurlclen'

(1eader3 l,tr. J, Koenig)
Th.s Aa IIni ant o*

Independent labour Hrty
Independents

fota1 t-60

10. rn terus of cormunltlee the resuLt ras the eLectton of twenty-fow Elndus,
flve lfirsJ-ius, eJ-even Europeans and. others, .wbich corresponde roughly to tbe
proportlons of tbe eLectorate into which the popuJ-ation 1s colmonly divlded.
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JUDICIARY

IL. The laws of MaurLtlus are nalnly based on o.].d French codes (Civil Code, the

Pella]. Cod-e, the Code of Conmerce and. the Cod.e of Clvll Procedure). However, a

number of nore recent l-aws are based- on English preeedents, sucb as the Benkruptcy

Iaw, the Coropany Ia{, the lav of Erid.ence, the Iaw of Crllainal Procedlrre and the

Iabour l€,ws. The hlghe6t Judl.cia]. authorlty 1s the Supreme Cou"t, 'which haB

slnl.]ar powers, authorlty e,nd iurlsdtctlon to the Hlgh Court of Justlce in
Engtand.. It consists of a chlef JustLce and bbree ]:ulsne iudges. Appeais lle to
the Court of,Cr1u1nal Appeal- (whtch ls constituted- by three of the Judges of tbe

Supreme Courb ) and Ln certaln cases to the Privy Counci]. 1n Engfard.

IZ. Ttrere is an Intermedlate Crlnlna]. Courb conslstlng of three senio" naglstrates,
vhlch hae jurisd-lctlon to t"y criEtrnal cases and power to Lr4)ose sentence of up

to flve years of penal servltude. In adalltlon, there are eleven nagl strates who

Breeld-e over the several dlstrict courts wlllch deaf al-th le6s serlouB offences.

11. Al-L the iudges and. al-l- the nagiBtrates are of l-ocal orlgin'

LCCA], GIVERNMENT

l-4. Ttrere ts a .!re-l l--eEtabllshed- system of 1ocal government ln Mau]'ltlus. The

capltal (port murs) 1s a nunlclpallty; tts meebership of sLxteen 1s vho]jly

elected.. There are tovn councils 1n Curepipe, Beau Baesln/Rose 8111 and Quatre

Bornes;themajorityofthe4enbersoft}resecor'mcllsareefected.Thefralqchlse
for nuniclpal and to$n councll electlons is on the hasls of unlvellsaL adult
suffrage, and, certaln tarpayerE I qualLflcations. Rural local governmeDt is baBed

on vl].lage councj.ls of vhlch tbere are &ore tban L0' They conslst of not l-ess

thaD seven and. not moxe than nlne members eleeted. on a lLberal fr'anchlse with three

roembersappoldte.lbytheGovernor,andtheyexerclsetheno::n.a]localgovernment
functions of road- repalrs, brLilge constructlon, supervlslon of markets, vate"

supplleeetc.Inaddltion,therearedlstrlctcor:ncllsvh1chco-ordlnateand-
supenrl-setheworkofvlf]agecoul,cl]-slnthel-rarea.TbeEeconslBtoffl-fteen
members, lacludang ten chaj-men of village counclls elected' by and- from vlllage
councils Ln the district, and- flve persons appolnted by the Governor'




