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Conference facil-ities and. nai or nalntenance of
the Pal-ais des Nations. Geneva

Tntroiluction

. .At its lo4rrd. oeeting on 18 Novenbey L961, the Fifth Conraittee deeided to
equest the Advisory Ccmittee on Adldnistrative and Sudgetary Questions to
ndertake du?ing the early part of J964 a ccmprehenslve examination of al-l- pelevant
actors governing: (a) tfre possibLe fuvthe" e:4)ansion of existing conferenpe
acilities at the Pal-e,is des Nations; ana (l) the question of a programe oF , ,

ehabilitation of the prenises as set forth in the Secretary-Generalt s report5
nd to report its conclusions to the General Assesbly at its nineteenth session.
he Fifbh Ccrmittee Efso decided- that, as part of its general survey, the Advisory
ornntttee shouLd be requested to e:rgmine and. report on the proposal of the
ecretary-Generat (ttlC.5/52, paras, 12 and U) for the provision of a delegates I

u-nge in the ?alai6 d.es Nations o and. that the Comittee should be authorized to
oncur in ccfioritnents up to a naxi:oum of $5or0o+ in 1964 for the purlose of
nstsl l ing such a J-oulge, on the und.erstand.iFg that the necessary proviston !toul-d.

e lncfud.ed in the budget esthates tor t$5.4
-_:- Itero 68 of tne provlsional agenda.

 Official Records of the General Assenb1y, Eiqhteenth Session, Annexgl,
agenda iten ld, d.ocr:nent A/C.5/W2, paras, 14-1U.

 tr'or the text of the Fifth Comritteer s decisions, see Af57o9, annex I.
t+-265L6
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2". The Advlsory Conmittee acco"d.ingl-y held. a sesslon l.n Geneva fron IO to
26 March I)6+, tn the course of whlch lt stud-ted the above-mentioned matrers on
the basls of reports of the SecretarJr-General to the Comlttee and oral
consultations wlth the Dlrector of the European Offlce of the Unlted Nations and

his assoclates. [he Commlttee a]-so hed the ad_vantage of consulting the executive
heads or other representatives of the organlzatlons based. jn Geneva vhlch are
the nal or users of the conference facllitles 1n the Palals des Nati-ons. Numerous
on-the-spot lnspections of the pneuiseB and the precincts of the palais enabled.
the Colmittee to assess the nature, extent and urgency of the lmprovements and
repat$ proposed. by the Secretary-Genez'a1. The Comlttee t s report to the General
Assembly is contalned. in document A/r7O9.
t " In paragrapb 61 of its report, the Advlsory Comittee conclud.ed. that the
oristing facllities for major conferences in the palaLg d.es Natlons are no 1-onger
entlrely ad.equate to meet the lncreased d eaand.s mad.e upon them by the United
Nations and the speclallzed egencles. Eovever, vithout trore p?eclse indications
regarding future trends ltr the over-all programe of conferences ln Geneva, the
Commlttee felt that lt would be preaature to reconnend the construction of
ad.dltlonal conference rooms. At the same tlne, the Comtlttee found that lt was
posslble, vithin the exlstlng structure, to lmprove the present facilitLes 1n
the Palals and thereby u.eet the essentl-al needs of 1t6 naln users in the imedl-ate
future. To this end. the Cournittee reconnended 1n pBragraph 6Z ot iats 

"eport that,
subject to its observatlons in that repoTt and to the consld.eration of fjln
proposalg to be submltted by the Secretary-General, the General Assenbly should
approve a malntenar.ce and. lmprovement !"ogramme along the ll_nes suggested by
the Secretary-GeneraL. This p" og"aule eomprised. projects designed. to i prove
the conference facllLtles of tlle Palais, as well e,s ce?taLn maj or repalr and

replacement proposals af,fectlng the premises as a whole. As ind.icated Ln
paragraph 67 of its relort, the Advlsory Comittee wished to avalt the Secrerary-
General-rs fj.rm proposals, accompa,nLed by precise cost estimates, before offering
its f iEal recommendations.
4. The Secretary-General has noqr subeitted, 1n docunent A/C.5/LAOZ, hls
cordnents on the Advlsory Commltteer e report as vell as the more detall_ed.
speclficatlons it had requested. 1n relatiofi to his proposed programne of
improvements and maj or malntenaace proJects.
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The need for new conference facilities
6. Throughout its examtnatlon of the Secretary-General r s proposals con{ernlng
the Palais d.es Netions, the Ad.vieory Cowqlttee has proceed-ed on the und e$otandJ.ng

that the PalaLs ls to remaln the focal point for l-nternatlonal confere!.ce
activity Ln Geneva. This und.erstand.lng is shared by the Secretary-General and

by the executive head.s of the Geneva-based agencles. It ls pertinent that qhereas

several of the latte" are und.ertaking or conten0tr)Iating bulldlng projects in
Geheva, they all lntend- to continue to use the conference facllitles of the Palats
for thelx maj or conferences. Thus, In co[sidering the Secretary-General ! s present

tr)roposals, the Committee has contlnued. to bear in Ixlnd" the conbined needs, as they
ard at preseot knoa'n, of the United. Nations and speclalized agencles based 1n

G--r,+eva. The Com0lttee continues to be ctr the qiew that, with a carefully
lnte€rated p?og?armrc of repairs, replacemento and improve@ents on the l-ines
of tirat proposed. by the Secretary'General, the Palals can, for a tftae at Least,
continue to meet the combiaed. requirements of the United Natlons and specialized
agencies based- ln Geneva.

7..' As regards future needs, the Advlsory Collrittee observed. ia its lnltlal-
retrort (A/5709 t pwa. 5r) trlai5 if the treEd. tovard.s holding in Geneva an

ingreasing number of maj or conferences, v'lth ever-grovi.ng partleipation, riere to

, /...
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5;l' .In it6 initial report (a/5f09) tne Advisory comoittee gave a fuLI and. detailed
I

aqcount of existing conference facilities iE Geneva, the requirenents of the
sBeciaU-zed- agencies and. other main users of those facilities, the naturq of
present difficulties, and the choice of solutions. It nent on to formulate its
te4tatlve coacJ-usions 8l3d recoumendations jl] relation to the proposals put forvard
by,the Secretary-General. By and 1arge, the materlal contalned ln the Cqmnitteel s

iniJial report remains valid tod.ay. Consequently, j,t has been considered..
unnecessary to repeat or even summarlze 1t in this report. Further, the
Secxetary-Generalt s proposals are, vith one or tvo exceptions, basical-1-y unchanged..
The Conmlttee I s observatlons in the paragraphs which folloi'r ere consequently
related ln the nain to those of the Sec"etary-General t s proposals set foqth 1n

d.ocume[t A/C.5 /LOC4. whlch have und-ergone sone chaage or in respect of whlch neir
evtrd ence is trov sublditted..

X
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continue, the General Agsembly should. note that there was a strong probab ility
that lt rrcuLd. be neceesary to construct addltlonal conference facilitles at
substantlal expen6e. The conandttee recoumend-ed that, in viev of the uncertalnty
regarding future requirements, the situatlon should be vatched. carefully and. be
revleired- not l-ater than'the twenty-second sesslon of the Generar Assenbl-y in
L967. The secretary-General has nov suggested. (A/C.j /Loog, para. 11) that the
General Assembl-y autho"ize him to spend. up to $45rO0O for the preparatlon of
architectural- and- engineerlng studles In L)66 ln ord.er that he may reBolt to
the GeneraL Assenbly at its tlrebty-flrst 6ession on the estlmated. cost of
constructlag nell conference rooms together with the Eecessar]. anclllary servlces,
B. The Advlsory Cotmlttee is lncl-ined to malntaln at thls tfu0e the recom.end.ation
it uade follovlng lts vlsit to Geneva in March. Eoli'ever, a6 the studles foreseen
by the Secretary-General would be performed in L966 only, the Cotrnittee suggests
that he nake provlsion for then in hls bud.get estlmates for that year and it vill
con61d.er the matter nhen it revie$s the6e estinates, in the ltght of d erelope,ent s

d.uring the interveni-ng perlod.

The tr)rog"amre of ioprovements and naj or naintenance

fn presentjng hj.6 revlBed p"og"arme of maj or malntenarce and. lmprovenents
ln part ff of d.oeglqent A/c.5 /LOog, the Secretary-General points out that each
ite!0 ls calculated. to enhance the val-ue of the prernises, protect the Menbers I

lreavy investuent in the Pal-els, and ebsure lts more efficient functioning e,s ea
internatlonal conference centre. Apart from a number of changes rnade in reEponse
to suggegtions of the Comn:ittee for the d.eferment of certaln projects, the
prograrume foll-ows the 6B,Ee generaJ- linee as the one presented to, and. approved
in general by, the Colml,ttee in Geneva.
10. Subject to the coo@ents "lrhich follor+, the Comittee belleves that the
programre as a arhole correspond.s generally to estabLi"shed need.s. It d.oe6 not
d oubt that the prenises rdrst be ad.equately maintalned.. By and ]arge, the
prloritles ln thls part of the programme \,r.ou].d_ seem reasonable. As regard.s
lmp?ovements, the Comrnlttee believes that they would enable the palaie to meet
the essentlal- needs of 1ts train users d_uring the nexb year or so. Eonever,
wlth so uany lmponderables ag regards the future, the Comittee vould. caution
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against being too definitive vlth regard to long-tero colmltu.ents at this stage,
endl,rhlle reconmend-ing that the General Assenbly approve in prlnciple the
prograrnEle of improvements proposed. by the Secretary-General, it would guggest that
the General Assembly specify that the prograrrne viII be subject to revi{w
annually iE the llght of d.evelopments.
11. Wlth the foregoing reservations, the Advlsory Conmlttee reconmend 6 that the
General Assembly authorize the Secretary-General to proceed fflth the prbgranne
of majxtenance and ln;rrovements he has p"opoBed- for the year L965 in anFex A
of d.ocument A/C.5/LOO9. fn so d.oing, the Comittee suggests that he be asked
to reconsid-er his 1lst of priorlties for the lroposed lmprovements to the Assenbly
llall r+lth a vie$ to installing the protectlve devlce at the same tiee ab the nev

lrojecto"s. The Comm.lttee further ouggests that he be asked to l1nlt 
"bpalr6to roa.ds and. car-parks tn L965 to those rchich are real-l-y urgent,

12. As regards the programee proposed by the Secretary-GeEeral for subbequent
years, the Cormlittee l1nlts its conuents at the present tirae to one or two eatters
coneernlng meeting roous. It finds the cost of recond.iti-oning the Counpil
Charnber somevhat high and. lt would require fir.o estimates before approvlng
this trx'oject. With respect to Room XIV, the Conoittee noted. that the
Lts p"oposed enlarge@ent - and indeed cost - had- incxeased since lt had exanined
the room in March. Und.er the origlnal proposal, tbe room, extend.ed. by
feet (six metres ) and. sultably equlpped, irould have acconmodated. nlnety-six
d.elegates at the table and. ninety-six advisers seated. behlnd them at a co6t of
$9O, OOO; under the new proposal, extenslon by thlrty-feet (nine rnetres ) and

lnlroved d.ecoratlon would. acco@od.ate 120 d.elegates and" 120 advisers at a cost
of $250r00O. Given the fact that lf the Latter plopoEal were approved., Roon XIV
l^'ould still not accomod.ate the lergest bod.les which are accustorned to use the
Fa als, and that its converElon ls not sched.uled to begln before l-967, the
Comittee woul-d. propose to re-oramlne thlF project Ia Lj66 in the llght of
clrcumstances at that tine.
L3. n:ere Ls one partlcularly i!3po"tant item of the over-all prograrme of
Luprovements to the Pal-als for'grhich the Secretary-GeEeral 1o, as yet, unable
to offer fi-rm proposals. fn its lnitial report (e/>1qg, para. JB) the
Cbmlttee pointed- to the lnadequacy of the existing nunber of officee for
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conference purposes in the Assembly block and. recomrdended. that the Secretary-
Geneval should. anange fo" a study to be made of the utllization of office epace

in the ?alais (L/57O9, para. 6a (f)). Since then, several of the Geneva-bs.sed.

agencies have mad.e 1t clear that the p"ovlsion of lmproved confeTence roous wlll
not al-one Eolve thelr probleos and that the avallabllity of an adequate number

of office8 in the ifinediate vicinlty of the main confe?ence rooms is equally
inpo"tant .

l-4. The Coumrittee rqas lnfortred. that the stud.y referred. to in the preced.tng
paragraph had. been corapleted- and- 't hat a report was in courFe of preparation. fn
the neantlme, the Cotmlttee was given the assuxance that posslbilltieE dld exlst
to provld.e uore offlces adiacent to conference .Pou f,! t the conversion of vhich
is the naln lte@ of t,rte L965 progr ffime of lmlrovements. As regards the provision
of ad.ditlonal offices in a Eore generaL way ln the Assenbly area, the Conrnittee
'was glven to und-erstand. that certain possibllltles vould. occur, as a result of
a general relocation of staff, consequent upon the departure of the WorLd

Health Onganization (WEO) fron the Palais. The Conmittee agrees that the
Secretary-General should take the fullest lossib.l-e advantage of this nove to
effect a general- rel-ocatlon of.services 1n a more funstionaL rdanner l-n o"der that
the best posslble use can be made of aIL avalfable space. The Com@ittee

consequently endorses the Sec?etaxy-General t s proposals for further stud-ies as

d.escribed ln paragraphs L9 to 22 of d.ocument A/C.5 /Lao9 and. ?econmends that the
General Asseubly authorize hilx to incur expend.iture not exceed.ing $5Or 00O for
these purposes 1n 1965.
L5. As regards flEnlshing the offLces to be vacs,ted by wfio ln L966 t to vhich the
Secretary-G€neral refers in peragraph 2J of d.ocunent A/C.r/LOogt the comnittee
I,Ias glven to und.erBtand" that the orders vould. have to be placed. 6oEe slx months

in advance of the d.ellvery date. It consequentl-y }ecomoerids that the General
Assembly authorize hlm to enter lnto comitments not to exceed $2oor 00O for this
purpose In L965, subject to approval by the Advisory Comlttee of preclse
estlmates to be subnltted to l-t in the course of 1ts exaninatlon of the f966
budget estltoateo.
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The method of f lnancing

+qi. The Secretaxy-General, Jn annex A of document l/C.5 /tOOg, eetimates that
{r|| totar pro8irau!.e of uaintenance and lmproveaents a6 set forth in part rr of
'titrit oocunent vourd cost $4, !65, ooo over the ten-year leriod. r-965-1974. of thts
tloibal- flgurer $l-18651000 vould. be for Ear.nteEance, $r.r 9orr 2oo for lmprovenents
and- $b96rd0o for erchitectst and. englneers r fees, continge'cles and admlplstratlve
eFpenses .
n7r as 16 explalned. by the gecretary-Generel 1n paxagralh AI of
_iqoouaetrt A/C.5/LOO9, the estimate of $118651000 for naintenance 1ocludes a
6uB of Sll-2, O0O for the completion of repalrs to the roofing of the palaf.s,
the ftust phase of vhich has been und ertaken in p64. Tn the j-teht of the
copmlttee's recoumendatrons 1n paragraph l-B belov concerning the nethod. bf
f,ibanclng the various proJects, no provlsion for part o" vhore of this sulr ].s
necessa?y 1n the f965 bud_get and. the arnount of $TO, OO0 at present includj{ under

e deleted.
,.ro 7 - f,FAr

trrrii.nclple a
ttie pi6sent report, the Advisory Cornuittee has app"oved" in

du&gested by the secretary-General-. At the satre tlue, it has expressed dertain
re$ervati-ons regarding one or t'Io i.tens and. has stated. its belief that
4bsence of a clear plcture as to future need.s ln Geneva, the over-all- progra'me
of improvements shoul-d be 

"evlened. 
annuall-y in the light of developments. The

dpmittee has consequentLy recomend-ed. that the secretarJr-General be authorlzed.
to;:proceed. wlth the projects he has proposed for 1965 in anaex A of
qpouhent A/c -5/Lao9. To thls end., lt reconmends that he be authorlzed. to accepr
fo$thwith the generous offe? of the swis6 Fed-eral Governeent of an lnterest-free
lgy of 8.5 ntlt:.on Snlss f?ancs ($fr967rOOO) reiEbursable over the five-yea,r
peTiod 1970-1974.

Sumary of rec olmendat lons

The Advisory Comrlttee recofimend.s that the General Asserably:
(u) Approve ln princlpl-e the lrogr8mle of malntenance and lmprovemqnts
presented by the Secretary-General in part If of d.ocument A/C.j /LACA,

y
*,'lt 

l-

subJect to annual reviev by the GeEeral- Assembly;
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(b) Authorize the Secretary-General to accept the generous offer
of the Swlss tr'ederal Government of an lnterest-free loan of
8.5 ntllion Swl6s francs ($fr967rOOO) reimbursable over the flve-year
pe"iod 1970-l-97Lj
(") Authorize the Secretary-General, utilizing the proceed of this toa&,

(i) To proceed v:ith the projects tlsted. ln annex A of
d-ocunent A/C.5 /LOA9 for iupleBentation in 1!6!;

(1i) To expend up to $5orooo In L96, for archlteetu"al and

engineerlng stud.ies 1n connexion vitl: further plans for the
irnprovement of exlEting confe?ence faelllties aEd. for glnilar
stud.ies related. to the proposed. programle cou.nected. with the
prelol.ses to be vacated. by WEO;

(f11) To eEter into comritments up to an a&ount of $200, OOO Ia L965
In respect of new furnlture for the prerises to be vacated
by l,iHO early in !)56, subject to approvat by the Advlsory
Co@lttee of p"ecn'.se estlmates to be subultted. to tt in the
course of lts exardaa,tion of the 1956 budget estlmatesj

(a) OeciOe to provlde ln the bufuets for the years L)6'l to 1pJ4 eight
equal- instalmehts for tbe repayment of the loall and the financing of the
total programe approveA by the General Aseenbl_y;
(") Decld.e that an anount of $?0, OOO be deleted flotx sectlon J of the
1965 budget estinates, stnce the repalrs to the rooflDg for which thls
sum had. been requested- would. nov be financed. from the proceeds of the
]-oan of the Sti.lss Fed.eral Gove"nment.

20. The ohly effect of the foregolng recomend.ations on t;I.e L965 budget estlmates
r{ouJ-d.. be a net red.uction of $7Or 0OO in sectlon 7 as a regult of sub-parag"aph (e)
above. Thelr flnancial consequences v11l be reflected in the estloates for 1966
and- subsequent years.




