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Post Classlflcations for the lJnlted. Natlons Hea
l{e York and the euiopE;;- OFlce

- thi rd. of the Ad.vi Conmlttee on Admlnlstratlve and
at its seventeenth sesslon

1. The Advisory Corunittee on AdIl-nlstratlve and. Budgetary euestlons has
consldered the report of the Secretary-C,enela.l- \A,C,j/g],45) concernlng the
cfascifieation, for pur?oses of post adJuslment, of the lJrtted. Nations
Headquarbers in Nev york and of tbe European offlce of the llnLted Nations ln
Geneva .

2' rn paragraphs l--1 of hrs report the secretary-Generdl s,mlErlzes the
hlstcry and. the main features of tbe post ad.Justnent systeln. He also glves an
extract from the tvelfth report of ,the Advlsory Committee to the General_
Assembly at lts slxteenth sesslonYconcernlng the post classification for Netr

Yorkr vher€ the Connnlttee recalled that, under the system adcpted by tbe
^lGenera] Assembly{ the fol-lowlng criterla shoul-d be met 1n considerlng varlatlons

in post adJustment c1a s slficatlons:
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Cfficiel Reco"d,s of the C,eneral- lssemblv, Sixteentb _gesg-lont +ffiexes,

Resolutlons 1095 ()iI) s"!.d t65B (X\rr).
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"(u) Ad.Justnents shoulit tlepend. on tbe co6t-of-11v1ng movernent at the
tluty station coneelned., meaeuretl on an lnclex atrDropriate for profeseional
lnternatlonal otaff; such adJustnents would therefotre be maale independently
of the posltion at any otber duty statlon;

'(b) The revleulng body Bhould satisfy ltee1f that the index tnoveuent
properl-y reflected the sltuatlon of the officlals at tbe aluty statlon
concehed.i

"(o) Tbe poBt ad.Justnent sbould only be changeal lf tbe 5 per cent
varlation b,ad. averagetl over a nlne-month perlod",

J. The perlodic revlens of post aclJuetnen-ts b.eve. been coniluctetl by the

E4)ert Corunlttee on Post A{Uustments (nCf.q), conslsting of slx outsld.e e:q)ett6,
aPpolnted by. tbe Sec retary-Ceneral ln conBultatlob v"ltb tbe executlve beads

of the va.rlous spectallzed. agencles antl tbe fnternstlonal Atoxde SserBy Agency,

througb the Ailnlnl stratlve Co)rfidttee on Co-ordlnatlon (ACC).

Headquartel's, Ne$ York

l+. The lndex vl,1cb bs6 been usecl up to nolr for lost adJustment purposes ln
Nev York ls the lnd.ex conpi led by the U,S. Bureau of Labour Statlstlcs under

the tltle of Consumer frtce Ind.ex (Cff). It may be recslled that tbe Expert

Corunlttee on Pcist td,Justnents bad reached. the conclusion at its tblrtl session

ln Aprtl 1961 that the d.lvergence betveen the ClI renta I lndex and the lndex
of rents paitt by lnternational offlct€ls was of such magnltude as to w€rrent,

for post adJustment purposes, substitutlng in tbe CPI tndex a speclall,y corq)uted.

conponent approprlate for international offtclaLs.y Eor".re", the Advlsory

Colonl"ttee noted that the 1n1tlal stud.tes carried out in thls regarcl appeared.

to lelate to a relatlvely limlted proportlon of the staff and, ln the vlev of
the Comnlttee, the sample used for cornparlson pur?oses vas hardly adequate to

Offlclal Record.s of the General {ese4b_Iy Stxteenth Session, Annexes, '4



el>log
Engli sb
Page,

be statlsttcally ueanlngflrf (n/\9O9, para.g). Aa llas suggestert by ttre
AdvL60ry comroittee, thle matter has bee' tbe subJect of furtber stud.y and wl}1
be eonsl.dered by the Expert Conblttee ob post AdJustoent8 at ltB ]g6, se3slon.
5' under the revlsed. systee of sal.arles, Ner yorh ras placedr 1n class ,l+ (12o)
€ffective aE froe I January 1!62. Tbe Secretary-General Etates 1n paragraph Ll+
of his f,eport that, ou the basis of moveneuts ln the cpr ind"cr for ],[e,n york
alnce Deceulrer 196r, the post adJustme[t lDdex reacbear r2r.]_ for the BoDttt of
Auguet J-952 a'd 125.8 for September. It may be calculateat tlat, 1f the p..st
adJu6teent lnd.ex staye at the septenber revel fo! the nonure of oetobex, fiovenbe"
and Decenber, a dne-lonth average of 12! wour-d. be acbleved ae of December r!62
and. a ehange to clas8 5 irouLd be Justi*t eil for Nev lork aa from l_ January 196).rf tbe requlred Dlne-nontb ayer'ge vere not reeched by Decebber, then lt ar.nost
eertalD].y ',noul-d be reacbed. by January 196r, JuBttwJ.ng class j as of
f February L95r.
6' [hus 1n ord.ef, to avoial th€ 

'ubstantlal d.eray anal coaaequentlal retroactlvlty
that oourd' arlee rf tb16 eatter were postpoaed ult., the eighteentb ses610n of
the ee'eral 'As sembry, the secretarxr-Geueral Buggests that h€ be suthorlzear to
lnpleoent elass 5 for Nev york when rt becones Justlfred u.:rder tbe !o8t adJudt&ent
6y6tem, subJect to Lis tnforolng tbe Aalvl6ory Cobrllttee at the tlne of lts
Lmplemeatatlon.

7' fhe Ad'vl sory coonlttee vould. ob serve that, ln pr"i.ncLpre, fund6 Bhour(i. not be
apProprlated Ln the regular b*dget for rhat is strletly sB€aklng a eontingency.
Eouever, the gecretary-Generer- | e aaeurnptl-cu that the cost-of,-r"1v1ng lndex v.111 at
lee6t Btay at i.ts September ].eve]. ilurlng the foll{rvlng four nontbs appearc
eonEervatlter and. the onl-y Bftenratlve voul-d be to lncur the r€levant e:peudlture
und,er the resoLutlon relating to unforeEeen ancl exbraotrdlaary erpenaes vlth a
request for correepoudlog .uplrementary appropr!.atlons at the etcbteentb seser.on
of tbe O€nerel Asseub\.
8' The Ailvlsory Comblttee has repeatecLly erltlclz€d recourEe to thst resolutl.E
for e,trensea vhlch ere nerther unforegeen bor e)ruraoralr.nary and thls case rs
nel+-her one nof, the other. It vould. therefore reeommend. appfovel of tbe
secretary-Generalt s proposar aucr expect that r"ater lnd.ex fl gure' rtrl be ayelrabre
by the tlee the Flfth coulr.r.ttee approves th€ budget r.n second reaillng, thus natlng
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1t posslbre to beteridnd'tbe aplroprlation ieve.L oB an eve' uore 6oJ-1iI basls. on
tb€ assuuptlob tbat clas6 ! vould be apBlled. as of I Jgnuary \ig51, ta,e coBt {ou.l"d.
be $\6r, OOO und.er sectlon J. The Conmlttee uxderstsnd.B that a reduction cf
approxl'rnateJ"y rne twetfth irour-d ar16e, shoulil the effective aiate be I lebruary.

9. rn paiagrapbs lr-B of hls r-..port (A/c.r/915), tue secretary-Gen.r"1 rgse.rJs
how a sleelar 1nd.€x we6 estabJlshed fox rnternationar off,rcrals rn c€neva beceuse
the E:pert comhrttee oa poet AdJustuent had come to the conclu6l0n that tbe
Geneva Cantoael l'dex, unchanged slnce I!]!, covereil a basket of good.E Judged
lnepproprlate for r.nternatronal clvtr aervarts. the prtncl.ples underlylng tbe
reconmendatlorxs of tbe E)Qert co!.elttee were 

'uplorted by the Aavrs.ry connr,ttee
antl approvear by the Generer Aasembry at 1ts ft fteenth seesron.V
10. At lts tblrd. sesslon tn ApdI L96I, the.Exleit Ccimulttee alproveal a p].aa for
tbe coq)lratl.n of the speclal Lndex for ceneva aDd. noted tl't the
s*l6s Feererar Offlce of stetl.tlca h6d agree. to a.sume the reeponslblllty for
tbLs wolk (A/\82r/Add.a). lihen the E,eert, connlttee uet for lts fouf,th sesslon
tn Aprll 1962, 1t exauraed a d.etalrea rE)ort shour.,,g a copplratlon of tbe sleclsl
lldex by the Federel- Offlce of Statistlcs up to Septembe! I96j.. OB the bagls of
thls_ e'ia&:inatlon of the deta{}s, the Xxpert Counlttee recounead.ed. pertaln, cbaligegln the netbods used'4 These reconmend.atlons, Irbleh. have now been htrottueed.
lnto the car-curatl.ns for March 1962 by the 

'ederal 'fflee 
of stat18t1c8, reeur-ted.

1n a snalJ- f,eductl.D rn the lnttex flgures vhlch other,*isg. rould have been obtar.netl.11. Meenvhi)-e, und.br the revlsed 
'y'ten of ealerles, GeDeva b.ad tee. B1ace4 1!

class I a6 flom J" January l_962, as tbe Dlue_ftontb average of the Fost adJustnent
lndex had. reached. IC6.5 ln December 196I ob tbe new scale.
,.2' Tbe secretary'Geneiar lud,lcates ln paragraph g of h1s relort that certaln
.lfficultl€B arlee frorn the faet tbat tbe Geneva 6peci.a1 lnalex 1s coq,,re. o,,y
t$lce a yeer, in lrtarcb and. septenber, and the flgures nornally becone evallable

)+/

Or
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1a Aprtl and october. Bee'llzlng the neeal for deta llt the D14e nottbB 6ub6equent

to tbe ].aet nontb for whtch the speclal lndex 1{ou].d be avallable, the
E:@ert Conmr ttee reconmeDded that, for thoee ooDths, exfralo].atlons EhouLd be

aade froB the last flgure avallable ln tbe speclal lndex serlee ugllg for tbls
purllose the rnonth-to-rxoutb changes lu the Geneva Caatonal Index (excludlng tbe. 6l
houslDg corFoneDt).v 0D tbis basL6, extralolatl.olB froB March 1962 hdlcate
that the qlde-BoDtb average reacheil 110 ln october. Eorrever, J.f a0 lnter?olatlon
ls nad.e on the assu6ltloD tbat tbe eoveneD.t betneen the elx monthly flguree of
tbe speelal ind,ex hae been egualJ.y dl etrlbuted- over the IAterveuiDg nontbB betfieen
l'larch and Septenber 1962, lt appeals that level l.lo r+as reacheal l,a Noveuber. llbus,
as the Secretary-General heg statetl lD l)eragraph 1O of ble relort, "erl eIeoetst of
doubt 1s present as to the mo[th ln rhlcb tbe alBe-nonth averege reaeheal tbe
ft gure of, ILO .
L1, The ooverni.ag loaty of tbe InternatLoDal Labour Orgadgatlon aid th€
Dlrector-General of the World Eealth Organlzatloa bave approved a c]-ass 2 post
€tuustnent frcm I Novemb er Lg62 ElBce the flgures coul)l]-ed lu accord.aoce rdtb tbe
E:rperb Couulttee recomnenclatlonE reacbeal U0 1n Oetobe! 1962. Uuiler the
cLrcuBFtenceg, the Secretary-General recohnenils that tbe 6aDe d.ate sbould be

ad.opt€d for the agpllcatlot of the c].ass 2 post adJustrnent for United NatioDs

staff in Geneva.

14. The eetl&ated. lncreaBed co8t of, epplylng a clese 2 lost adJustmst tn Genev&

as flom L Novenber 1952 ls aB follows:
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Sectlioq J
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Sectlon 20

Geneva Offlce, excluding UNHCB

United. Natlons Elgb Co 'r ssloaer
for RefugeeB
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rbld., paras. B and p.
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llr - Tae seeretary-ceneral 1e of ihe op1.10! that tbe ad.atltlo'al e,a?€nd.itures
enountl'g to $ar50o rn Lg62 can be ,oet from withln the totsuty of,e)d.'tlDg
approprlatlons for 8ect10n..5 for that year. Accordlhgly, he 1s r.rnltlng h1s
lequest for a(Idltlonal creallts, to.neet tbe g5] requlrements for Geneva to a
total of $:.1t, r:co, of ubich $UO, OOO r"ou]-tt f,e1l und.er sectlon , aDd. $A1, OOO under
aectlon 2_O of the f9d, budget.
L6' white observlng that, on Btatl.stlcal ground e, the effecttve ita*"e of clasF 2.
cou.ld. have been lostlroDed by one hontb at a savlng of uearly $.tt, OOO,. inb
Adyteory cornm'.ttee rearlzee tbat. rlro anal .wEo, have,folJ_offear to.the letter the
.recomaendatlg4 of the x:Eert conrnlttee.on post Adiusteents. It noies thet xcpArdrl 'be aslred' to revr.ew the retstlve herlts of the tlro Eethods at lts co.ln€
session 1n Aprlr rg6J, and e4presses the bope thst the current eLement of d.oubt
1111 thus be ellminated. rhe Ad.vtsory coenlttee te so'ewbat coacerned. at tbe
rrdd'enlng gap betveea tbe cereva cantonar rntlex and the Geneva speelal rndex abd . .1t vould suggest that the x*)ert comnlttee Bhould. conslcler th. o problem ar-so at,ilts .nexb.ses6ion. In thl.s, 

"lpra, lt would r€cal-l a conuent lt made l_as
a report on the. sarne subjestV to the eff,ect that tbe birdsetary a*rr""al"ll"lr* |
tlr'e adop+"ion of the speclal rndex are of,\ 6uch. magnltude as to bave werrentear prlorEubnl.Elprr not' onry tp EC'A and- ACC, but at'., to the Geneial Assenblf. rrna',y, rn
1ilew of the reconoend atl.'ns Lhieh have been nade for a strengthenlng of thernte.''atronsr clvrr servlce A.v,-sory .Iorii.. (rcsn,), the Advlsory conmrttee 

-suggeets

that trre r'eviev r.,.rctlon nord carrl€d out by EcpA ulght veLL 1n future be broughtlnto the ii'anevoxk of the reconstltuted ICSAB.
r?" sj'r'bject to the obeervatl0ns ab6ve, tlre A.vleory comtalttee would reco'neD.apr;r:;:i1 of the geeretarXr-General r 6 lroposeL.

Cc!( 11r..1on

rB. In tbe l1ght of the eonslderatlons

JI I
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(g) Eeadquarters, New york, to be ralsed fro' craes l* to c:-ass 5 vhen
lt becones Justltted under the !o6t aitJuBtu€nt sys,ceny BubJect to

'he 
Advlsory connlttee belug lnfomeat et the tlae of 1.o!rebentat1..,

but on the assuml,tloa tbat the effectlve dete rlll. be bot ear].ler
tban 1 Januery 196, (co6t, $46lroOo tn t96j);

(!) European Offtce, Geteva, to be ralsed fron clags L to class 2
eff,ectl-ve I Novebber 1962 (cost, $et,,oo 1n 196A (to be absorbed)
and gJ-rr,ooo In 196)).

19' consequently, the Advlsory cornmr 1g". Teco'nend.' that the f,olror'lng addltl'nal
provl slons be approveil for lncluslon under the 1g61 butlget: Seetlon ,, $llrrffJo,Section 20, $2I,00O.




