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1. At its 1129th plenary meeting held cn 2L September 1962, the General
Assenbly, on the recammendstion of the General Committee, included in the agenda
of the seventeenth sesgion the item entitled "Improvement of the methcds of work
of the Ceneral Assenbly" propesed by Tunisia (A/5165), and decided tc consider it
in plenary meeting.

2. At its 1162nd plenary meeting held on 30 Oetcber 1962, the Assewbly, on the
proposel of the President, decided to refer the item to an ad hoc ccmmittee

with the follcwing membership: the thirteen Vice-Presidents of the seventeenth
session (i.e., the Chairmen of the delegations of fustralia, Belgium, China,
Colcmbia, France, Guinea, Haiti, Jordan, Madagascar, Romania, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Repubiics, the United Kingdom of Great PBritain and Northern Ireland,
and the United States of America), the three past Fresidents of the Assembly

who are members of thelr delegations te the seventeenth session,'

(i.e. Vi, Padilla Nevve of Mexico, Mr. Belaunde of Peru and Mr. Boland of Ireland),
the Chairmen of the delegation of Tunisia as having proposed the item, with

Mr. Muhamrad Zafrulls Khan, the President of the seventeenth sessicn of the
General Assenmbly, ag ex-officio Chairman.

%,  The Ad Hoc Commititee was requested to study the available documentation,

including the memorandum submitted by Mr. Mongl Slim, President of the
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sixteenth sessicn, in May 1962 (A/SlEB), together with any other suggestions
that might be made to the Commitbttee or that might cccur to its menbers, and

to report to the General Assembly when it was ready to do so, including such
recommendations as 1t might wish to make with 2 view to improving the methods

of work cof the Assembly.

I, The Ad Hoc Ccmmittee on the Improvement of Metheds of Work of the General
Assembly held its first meeting on 13 November 1962, and clected Mr. Boland
(Ireland) as Vice-Chairmen and Mr. Teieb Slim (Tunisia) as Repporteur. It
cecided that, having regard to the nature of the Committes's work, and the wish
of members that the discussions shcould be as informal as poszsible, the Committee
would meet in private, There was general agrecment that the Committee’s task
was essentielly to reviey the Assenbly's methods of crganizing its sessions,
distributing work to its ccmponent organs and conducting effective and orderly
debates rathcr than to review the existing rules of procedure, which were generally
considered satisfactory and nced not be amended unless it beeame apparent that
therc were compelling reasons for a change.

5. At its first meeting, the Ad Hoe Committee discussed the organizetion of
its work. On the suggestion of the Chairman, the Committee decided to invite
the delegations, the Chairwen of the Main Committees of the seventeenth session
and those Chairmen of Main Committeecs of the sixteenth session who were nresent
in New York, to submit, in writing, their views and comments on the memorandum
of the President of the sixteenth gegslon, together with any further suggestions
they wished to make to improve the methods of the Assembly. Vith a view to
facilitating the Ad Hee Committee's work, the Secrctariat was asked to complile a1l
the avallable suggestions in a working parper under appronriate headings for
consideration by the Committee.

6. The Ad Hoe Committee met again on 11 December 1962, when 15 had before it

a compilation of replies which had been received from Tthirty delegations and
frem certain of the Chairwen of Main Committees of the seventeenth and sixteenth
sesslions, together with cother working papers prepared by the Seerctariat.

T. At dits third meeting held on 17 December 1962, the Ad Hog Committee heard
statements by Mr, Nemi Chandrs Kasliwal, Chairman of the Third Commitiee,

Mr. J.P. Bannier, Crhairman of the Fifth Cormitiee, Miss Angle Brocks, Chairmen
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of the Tourth Ccmmittee at the sixteenth session, and Mr., Hermod Lannung,
Chalrman of the Fifth Committee at the sixteenth session.

8. In view of the considerable smcunt of maferial before it, the Ad Hoe
Ccormittes decided thet it could not usefully enter into a detalled study and
discussion of ary of the availsble suggesticne at this late stage in the
Assenbly's sessicn. With particular regard to varicus suggestions which had
been put forward with regard to 2 possible change in the date of opening of the
regular sessions, the Ad Hoc Committee considered that it should inform the
Assembly that it would not in any case wigh to make an recommendation on this
subJect withcut a Tull study of all the varicus proposals relating to the
organization of the Assembly's work; it therefore makes no propesal. which would
affect the cpening date of the eighteenth session as laid down in the rules of
rrocedure.

9. The Ad Hoc Committee weuld wish to propose that the General Assembly should
authorize it to cenbtinue its work, with the present membership, after the close
of the present session. Tt would be understcod that mewmbers of the Committec vwhe
may nct be able to attend certain meetings would be entitled to designate
alternates frcm their delegations.

10. The Ad Hoc Committee reccimends therefore the adoption of the following

Araft resolution:
TMPRCVEMENT OF THE METHODS OF WORK OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The General Assembly,

Having established at ite 1162nd plenary meeting held on 30 October 1962

an Ad Hoc Committee on the Improvement of Methods of Work of the General
Assembly,

Having received frem the Ad Hoc Committee a report in which the Ccumittee

states that it would not submit a final report tc the present session of the
Assembly,

1. Decides to continue the Ad Hoc Committee, with its present
membership and terms of reference, and to request the Committee to transmit
a report, with recommendaticns or suggestions, to the Secrctary-General by

31 May 1963, for circulaticn to Member States;
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2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of the eighteenth

gegaion the item "Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General Assembly:

report of the Ad Hoc Committee", and reccmmends that priority be given to the
consideration of this item.





