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l ~ At ito l758th plenar-y meeting, on 20 .Se~ltemiJeT lS69, the General ;\ssemblJr 

included as iter:.~ S'G of the a~enda of its tucnty-fouTth session, ancl allocated to 

on Ir..terne:Lionnl J:lrade Lau on the uo:r_ ... l: 

u~i.c"~;ort of the United Nations 
- l ' 

of its seconG. session" =' 

ComJ:.lission the Sixth CuCJni ttee, the iter,~ entitled 

2. ~he ,Sixth Co111nittee consideTed this iten at its llllth to lll8th lil.cetinc;s_, 

held f:roH l to 7 Cctober 1S6S' and at its ll20th and ll2lst neetinijs, held on 

S and 10 Octobe:c 1S69. 

3.. _,\t t?J.e llllti.1 ~·,1ee-ting, on 1 October 1969, Hr. L2.Szl6 ~~eczei (Hune;ary)$ 

Chairman of' the second session of ·t.~he United nations CoHnission on International 

rlrade La\·r (u~--:cr.:_ 1 _:_0\.L) 5 introducec1 UNCI'Tf;JiL 1 s report on the uorlc of that 
2 

session.--' 

4. /\_t the ll2lst meeting, on 1CJ Cctobel~ l9GS), the nap;~orteur of the Sixth 

ComrJittee raiseC_ -'c.~1e question 1-rhether the Cor.:r1ittee lJished to include in its 

rerJort to the General ~\sserJbl~r n SUI1E18.l"Y of vie1IS 8XJ.,lTCssed during the d.e!Jate 

on agenda item SO. After referrinG to ~Jare.craph (:f) of the annex to General 

Asseul:Jly resolution 2292 (:":~:II) of 8 Decenl~Jer l96'L the ~;apporteu:r inforr.1ed the 

Conni ttee of the financial implications o:t the question. At the same neeting s 

the Co1omittee decic_ed i:hat, in vimr of the natu:cG of thG subject-matter, 

the report on agenda ite1;1 <)0 should include a s1.::E~mu.r:y of the representc.tive 

trends of opinion c.nd not of the indiviCJ.uc~l vi m-rs of C1-ll d elego..tions ~ 

5. ~:.:he report o:L UHCITJAL on the uork of i·t.~s second sessionP 1-.rhich 1-ra.s before 

the Sixth CODl~littee, is divided into tllelve chapters as follous: 

I. Organization of the session; 

II. International sale of coods; 

III~ International rmyments; 

IV. Intcornat:lonul cor.Jnercial ar~Jitration; 

_g,. 1TlLis pJ..~esentation vas )ursuant to a decision taken ;Jy the Sixth Coumittee 
c.t its 1C96tl-:. _ueeti11g

9 
on 13 Decenber 196C. Sec report of the Sixth 

Col~ll~litt,ee on the report of ·the United Ilatio.ns Cour1ission on International 
Trade La:u on the ITOrl\_ of its first sessions Ql~_Zi.~~j:.~)-:__;~e_c_o~rsl._s __ ~_f __ t]:'l_~ 
g_e_l1._e}'_aJL :_\_s_s_~p~J_.f.Y.~. ~~1-~;~_:ty_:-_tPJ .. ~:d._S~s.sJp_n_~_ J~.~l..n..e?c_~§-~ cgenc~a iter:. 88, 
docuLJent ."i/7h08, :cara. 3. 



V. Internatione.l legis1Gtio:'1 on shippinc;; 

VI. ;.\. l1ec~ister of o~cc:;anizntio:.1s and :cec;ister of te:;:-Gs; 

:cn7le7 
~~nglis:l 

Pe.r_:;e 3 

'lii. Co-o:L~dination of the 'iTo:cl: of or2:aniz8.tions in -'che field of int'2::-·no.,tional 

t:cade lc:.:v; \Jor~:::inc; ~:·elationshi~> and collc-1)Jo:L~c.tion uith other bodiGs; 

r=c. Yearbool: of the Couuission; 

Sllr_;c;cstions :::."c~_atin:; to futcce activities of the Co~:Jnissj__on; 

:CII. ~tesolutions and otl~_cr deci:3ions ndo~~tecl_ iJy the ColT'.issioE c.t i-'sB 

second session. 
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Il. E;_OPCSALS 

G. :\t the ll2Ctl1 ~-leet~Lnc;J on S' OctobeT' J..()6S, the representatJve of India 

ll:J£:l?:_n_i_?-_ 5 PP?~~~ and ll!')-~~~e~J:.. __ .:_~e.=_~~-"b_l_i_c_ .S"'.-f_ T~-_n_z_0-_nl_q (A, C. 6/'L. 7!18 anc1 ,-\dd .l and 2) ~ 

uhich read as follous: 

11 Jipy_it13. _cop.~s_i~_eF~eQ the re~JoTt of the Uni·tec1 l'a-u.ons Co~:mlission 
on Internatio~12l Trade Lcnr 0::1 the 1-TOTl;:: of its secon.d sessior: 5 )./ 

n~, "l · ·' l t · 22"5 ('"'c) ::~~~S0.:!~. ~l:Df! l"CS ::.~eso_ll l011 _u -'\.L.l. 

it esta1Jl:Lsllec~ t>e Co:_1r:1ission e.nd def'L'led 
TCfCrC~:C'1C8 

5 
8_1'('1, :L'8GOl~~~tior: 21:.21 u~~=III) 011 

on t~1c ucrL: of its first sessj_on_') 

of 17 DccemJer lS66 by 'I'Thich 
:2_--'c,s oiJject end tcrn.s of 
-~he :::.~eport of the CorrnJission 

11 li9_t_iT·i3. the COJT 2nts 1Jy ~-,J~_e 1L:cncJ.e and Devcl.ornent JJoard at its ninth 
Dession cx··;-rcssir.c; its a)>Tecie~·l,:;_on of -i_,J-Je r-e~Jo:c·t of the United Nations 
COlilL~issJon on Intc:=-:-'l12.-L-,iona1 r:,;rc.G.c Lau 9 l~ 

tt,!-1 0.1~-; ..--,('" ·in·'-c, ec•r"·l'-'er~"-:-l·on +'1c ~,-c·-nr~'· o:r.'"" +h_c S"'\'_r-ct8·_rJ1r--Gnne•""'l _-__;"'-;_'-'•----'--_:Jl:i_ .-~-- -.''. '. -J• ,·-"-~- _l!-.• _v·.'-'_ . ;-___, vl _ 1·''--• V __ v~ '--- ~ '--- _._.__., 

concerninr; -u:.e esta!Jlj __ :;;ht:1ent of o. Yearbook of the U~1itcd nations Cornnission 
or;_ Inte::.~r:ations..1 1.:.'ra(c~~ Lo:u 2.r~d the ~::'inancial in::.lications o:;_.., c..l tc--;l'native 
rr;_~oposc.ls f'or such a Ye2c :··~JOOt ~ 5/' 

11 1. !_'_a~=,9!3._ [1_o_t~e ___ y~i~~;1_._ Pi'I!}'_~_c)e.:U on of ·d1c Cor.:r1ission' s re1)ort on the 
·~ror~c c;f its second se::c:si_on; 

!12. tl1c Ccm:lission, on the J.Jo.sis indicated 
:.c its re:;or-t:, of Jnternc.tic:-n::;.l lcc;isls:tion on ship:9ing R.l:long the priority 
tordcs in its 1-iOl-·L ~;:ro~;rc.r:.ne; 

:t j. Eo~~.s _ _}-r~t_tf1. 9;'~~Jr.c:_cJ-?-~c,_i?P. :·,he p:roc;ress made in the ilT'_!lenentation of 
the Connissicn 1 s proc;:;_~ont1e of '·.-.ro:::.~L:::~ incltldin£; the esto..bli.3hnent of ~:rorl:inQ: 
C~TOUI'S on 'tlni:fo::--·r;·J. .c·v_}_es !:';oveTninc; the ii:r~ernat2.onal so.le oi~ gooC_s ancl the 
lc}.r a~;p.l icab '2 e <::.heT,~--;~c ~ on t-ilJC-·lic.i ts o.:Clcl li~Ji ta.~ ions ( ~n-escriiJtion) in the 
i'ielrl. o:C' -';:,he in--'cc::::.'1e.t~_.-:>:nal s2.Je c:L' c;cxxl_.;;~ 2r~cJ on :inte:~natiuncl Jec;islation 
OYl sht 

C:,"fi.cio.J_ ··-:cco:.'C.s o~ tLe Ge:;c-::cnl J'~ssc_:nO.l~r<, 1.L·\renty-:Lourth _S_e_s_s_i_()p, 
~~~~-.;_.~1~0~,~8-~t~ >~"):.:\I~::' r~\-//G·i~ry-~·-·- · ~ ·-- ·- · · -·· ----·- ·--~·- ·--- -------

h !\./C. 6/L .. 71-J.l~. ri'~112 account of the lJJ:'oceedinc;s at t2"le Linth sessior. Ol ... the Tn::,de 
an:J. Dcvclo~·Hcnt _loa:tc1 ap~')ears j_n the Doard 1 s relJOl't to the General i\.s se:mbly ~ 
!-21'.(~L~c.J-!?-_:_L_; ~-_c co rc1 s of the G en e::cal Ass H1 ~J J :r " ~[~.-zepf::Y.-.f_o:-l.l~t~1 .. s.~.s -~J--.o_l~ 9 
9:-~-~2-:.1~2~:1-~~t_}r_~>- ]_6-'(\:.:--7(~.iG·)·.--- -----· ------ ~ ·~----

j\:cn. '32. 
I • o • 
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Cor~n::ission on International ~Cr2.de Ls;1r in its repol~t that iE order to 
if:ll)lCJcnt. the TJnnC:.a:.Je entrtLstecl to th(~ Conmiss=.on ·oy -::he G-eneral Asse1~1~Jly, 
!"_-t; :..s c1esiTublc tha·L there 1x: tLc uid.est rossi_OJ.e ~::;aJ.~tj_cirE::Lion ,)y 
the L~CL~~Jers of ~l,hc Ccnnis sion. in the _-pre;'nrc.. tory l,.ro:~l::: -co l)e done by 
·Forl:inc Grou;~-:s or ;J:·_-~-ecial ~o..~:~_Jo:ctcu.r:s; 

11 5. P._n_s:L_q_Es_e~s_ tlle Comn1i.ssion 1 s desire~ .. 11~1cre ncccss2.ry, to o"iJtain 
tl1e services oZ consultE-lntu Ole> organizations \Iith spec:LoJ_ cxpe:"tise in 
tecl1nj_cc.l mo.tteTs dealt 1.rith IJ~r tile Cu .. EJission; 

11 6. T~J.~--?-~~o,_s_i~z.e_s_ tll e need f'c:c ~ull co-o~)e:cation -:ri -~h the Cou ~l:Lssion 
in the l"'e:L~fo:tno.nce of' its tasl;:: to ~-JTonote the p:cc_:;Tessivc llar:·Jo:'lizatio:r;. 
and. unification of the lav of intc:-c"natim~e.l ""'c:;.~c .. c1e; 

u 7 ~ ~r~2Jj~_r.oyLe_s __ i_n_ J~.Y.i.n_c_i .:._-:_1_~ t:r~e establish::1ent cf o.. Yeai'iJoO~( of the 
United Ihtions Counission on Intern2-Cionnl '~1 :rade Le.v 1.rhich uouJ.cJ nal;::c the 
Cor:nission 1 s \.IOl .... ~= E10Te videly Lnovn ancl :::·co.clil;:r avaiJ .. aOlc ~ ancl. requr3sts 
the Con1aission ·:::o conside:;_~ at its thil··cl. session the ·tJainr: and content 
of the Yearbook, in the l:Lc;J.rG of' the :cc~'or·:.~ of ·tJ·1.e Sec:-c~et[t.:·y-Gcneral ~:J.1 
cmc1 of the C.iscussions at tlJe t;ucnt~r ... i"ourth sessJ.on o_~"' the Ceneral Assembly; 

nu. _i\U;"t.J'lp_r_i_~_e_s_ the Sec:Tet.a:c:y-Gcneral to cstaiJlish the Yeal"'~JOOb 
~~efcTrec~" i,o in P2"-~acrn.pl~ rl aiJOVe in accol·dance \lith the clecicions 2-Yld 
reconuenc1ations to Oe adopted by the CoL'"l;1iss:i.on o..t its -~lli:cd session; 

11 9. P.P.9.:.o.~~s_e_?_ the cLec5.sions and rRcorr.nendGt::.onc--; o.L the Com:i;lission 
cor~cernine; ti.1e Tec~isters of o.:::c;anJ.zatiocs anc1 tex-l,t> and l'Cq_Eests tl1e 
Ge~Teta:c~{--Cene~ca.J to co~TL:i.mJe t:r~e uor-~ o:f' 'Jrer[:~TiDG and ·_Jnblisl::.:lnc~ the 
rec;isters in accor-dnnce lri-~h those decisio:1s anc1 recor~r:lencl_e.ticns; 

(a) Con:.;im.>.e its •.-rdrL on tJ:.e ~.:.oj;ics to ullich it clccidcd to give 
~~l'iority, i.e. the 2-nt.ernntione.l sa1e oi' coods \· J.r~ternat::.onal I~ayn:er:.ts ~ 

inteT"lla-';:.ional coD:Jlcrcia1 n::cJi·Clnation, a11cl interEnticnal legislat~ion on 
sll ip~;ir~c;; 

(~J) Continue to c_;ive attention to the vays aDd Lleans uhich uoul(J 
cffectivcl~{ l_:.:·ro!~no·'ce t:re.inin[; o.nd ass~!:.stancc j_n the field of int,~.~:rnation2l 

trade la~r; 

(c) :iee-o its r:;_·oc;:rox~~.Ie of •.;c:;_~l;:: uncJ e:c constant r-evie-;:r ~ Ocarin:J; in 
nind the ir2pOl"'terri.:; contl~ibut:i.cm 11ld.ch tl1e }:-,ro~·;rcssive ha:cnonizstion ax1cl 

unifj_cntior: of' internationaJ. <=-.ru.c!.e l.2.u ce.n ::1c-~-:::e to econunj.c co~oj_Jeraticn 

ar.:.ory:; sll )eo~~1es anc1 9 thereiJy ~ ·c.o --t.fj_ei.r Fell--Jeir:g; 

Ibid. I • •' 
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11 11. _:~_c_c~!I~~-~_r:J._C~.§ __ ~::-:::.~~t;l_~l: that the CCGdission should continue to 
collaborate fully vi th interna-;_~ionc.l ol~ganizations active in the 
field of inte~cno.tiona::!_ t:cade Jr:\I.Tj 

1:12. T_e_<2_u_e_s:c~s_ the Sec:reto..:..---~r-Gene:;_~al -co :foriJard to the CorJL1ission 
the reco:r-c1s of "'Lhe clisc1..wsions at tl~e -~wenty-fol~:rth session of the 
Gene:ral hGseFlbl;'/ on the Co!lnission 1 s Tel.::OJ."t. 

11 

7 ~ \t -'che sru:1e meetinc;, tl-:e re::_1resentative of ~\.:fr:hg_!-li_s~3n IJ~'02.JOSGd an oral 

[:'.l:1cnd:;Jcnt to -:::,~---:.e draft :~~csolutior~ and su0scqtl..entl~r acce~~tecl a rtlOC~_if-ication 

oi" that pj_;1C:::nc:J.r.1ent ~~To::;-:osr:d lJy -l~he rfT:Cesen-tctJ_ve of the 1:_le_t]_1p_~"J2!:9-_s.. As 

nodi:?icd ~ the 2lJ.cr:.dlT2lr:::, rco.d c.s :.::·ollous: 

1 (d) In promoting the harmonization and unification of international 
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The fiJ:'s·i~ <.Jn·2e .sec-'c.ion.s con.ccrn 

the o!JseTvations uhich \-7cre r:ade on tl":e :cole of UECr:_·~;liL :Ln e~eneral~ its uorki:ng 

nethods and its ~:roc;ra:.:Ele of \IOI'l:. r:~'hc other sevc:n sections contc:.in a SUlJlll&r~r 

of the o~Jsc::-''iro.tions relating J~ore ~.;a:.."ti.culc~c1y to the rc:--~ort of l~FCI'l'J/',L on 

the ~;ro:~d~. o:f its second session. The~· are set out under the fcllouL.1c; hce/~Linc;s: 

interns tional sale of' goods, :i.nte:::-·na-'ciongl ~::ay:;K~~T~s 5 internD.tional cor,Ele::ccial 

ax·bitration> j_nternational legislation on s>ippinc:.- ree:;iste:.:' o:f orcrsnization;; 

and rec;ister of texts, esta'JJ.ishL~er:_t of' o.n UITCI'~_-Jl\.1 Year·bool~ 

and assistance in the field o:f inte:cnations.l tJ..~Qde la~! 4 

9. llost representatives exJt'essecl. ss-'cisf':...""'.ction at t.l'e l.'c!'l;:. of ~lJl·ICTC~h.L 1 s 

second session and C': ncratulatcd the CoJ.-,1nL..::sioE or_ the ~'lr.:;,ctic2-l o.nr.:. 1JPsinesslil:.c 

uay in uhich i-'c had set a!Jout it.s suiJsto.ntive 'Jorl;:~ 

/-tsscc~lbl:r resolution 22()5 

of ::ccfercnce. 

obsolete lec;al institutions •.rh:Lch souc_:h-'~ Go :;__~er;ulc~:tc it; 

Pecessa:rJ.~ Ot.llCJ.:' 

I 
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to co-ord.ino.tc tJJe act1vitics of other orc:;anizations 9 to revicu existinG 

inst:r._·tuJents 1rhcre necessa1-:r and to dissci:lino.te infoi'l~lation, rather than to 

undertake the rrcpo.Tation of nmr lec:al. instTn:~::)nts ~ r_r'hey emphasized the need 

:I:'or such co-·orclin.c.ticn and the uniqt1.e contriiJution that UITCITli.fiL could nol-~e in 

Cr·m.rinc; on the SJ.JCCialj_z.ec1 ex::;;cl~·cise c:L' e;~istin,::_; a,Gcncies c~nc1 in developine; 

ueans to secure the 1-riC:~er ::_cccptanc-c of Gldt.a)Jle convent,ions ~ 

10. Seve:cal representatives st:cesscd the j_nl:orto.ncc of careful pre~:)a~.'atoJ:.jr 

.,:-ro:~::-~ so that -~lte resul-'us couJ.CL ~Je :::;enc:rally acccpteCt anD. successfully itTplc.uented, 

'l1he dif'ficul-~ies involved in the 

un:L:L'ics.tioc1 an:J. ha:;.:nonizat:i_(:.~1 of inte~·national t~coile lo.ll ucre considerable; 

tb.:.::cei'o"-~C n sustairl\X"L effort T.rhich ~wou~d enohle UHCI~l; .. :\1 ·t;o oitvance its 1ro::cl: 

IJet.,..recr_ itc, yes..rl~r sessions T,.JB.s :-cequ'i::ceCI_. 

12Xj):CGSSed aboll.t the IJOG3ible }JTOJ.~_fCl'D.tiOll U:nc_l ~;;eYnanence Oi' int.GJ.."-Sessional 

concc:rnccl 11i th 1. 'lt-e:,~:-::..'J.t j_o·_lQl t,:C'-::-.ctc 1<:• .. • .. - LJ~r in'2.lv.dir-.c; e(:OTlcmic and cc::JneTcial 

on tl".c selc::-~ct.ion Oy l~e_:;~Jel· States of sl:illed eXIJerts for ~he sessions of UTICI?IU-1L 

'l'hc vieu \iSS,. ho1reve:c, expTessecL that 

tllts rcqni:rcr.u::rrt 1-i-ould be di:ifj_cltl t to t·1cct if ~;;uch sessions anC'. ncctings \·rere 

/ ... 
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13. ~ ~ost. ::cc::_:;rcsentatives lJho ex~n·essed tl-lei::c vie1Ts on the proc;rEUrLw of lTorl: 

of' U~·!CrE~AL observed that the proc;Tarll:::le entailed a heavy lrorkloac1 fa:;,.~ U?-;Cr_i_1i.i.hL 

and its sccreta:L~iat 2.ncl thcl"efore should not be f'u:~~l1e:"' CXT;anC:.ed for the ti ~~e 

iJ einc;. T'he O)inior.. 11as also eX2_)resscc"L tha-~ 5 i:._.1 vieu o:f this Tro::d::loncl ~ -~he 

Internntionc..l 11TD.de La'il Dra~ch should develop as a 1..roi~'iccl ope:L"ation in close 

relationship IIith the rest of tl1e Office of Legal /~f:fai::cs. 

ll~. SoL12 representa"'.:ives declared that UHCir:L'J-~i\1 sho1..Ud not confin2 itself to 

hc..rr;wnizinc a.11d unifyinc; l)rivate Jm-r noiTlS i:1 the international sphere, Out 

should aJ.so concern itself ·irith the TCLlOVB,l of discr:Ln~lnato:r·y Tules 1rhich 

adve:i.~sely affect inte:::nationcl tTa.dc. 

that questions o:L pu~Jlic in:Ccrnc:..tiona1 lL=?:.\t and qL1e.sti::.:mc a.LLectinc; tro.de policy 

could best Oe dealt \Tith in OI'{;O.J'lS othe2_~ th:..l.J.1 u;::C:Il'J/'..1~ and tho;(, UNCJflTU~L 

sl:.ov_ld accordingl~· confine its o..tten-c1on to the no:::1;1s governinG cu:1uercio.l 

rclation.sl'~ips of a IJI'ivc.tc 1o..'d nCLture and sho-uld avoid consideJ.:·ing ~olitical 

questions. 

15. 0::.1e representative suo;(;esteCl_ .1-:::l1a~::. s in accol~dance ui th operat:tve 

J!G.Tagra~~h 8 (d) o:f GcncTal j_sseElbly Tecol"L:tion 2205 0(::1) 9 UTJCITllAL shoulC~" 

considel"' I.Jy 'iilJat In·actical r;1can.s it could ensLc2 ·lJle -~..lniforr_;. interpretation 

international shi?pinc~ 

substo.r~t:i..ve :cules covci'Einc; t:1:.o :i.ntc:;,_~no.t:Lo~1o.1 sale of o;oods. 

17. So; '.e re:;_JTCSG:.1tativcs ex:Yi~essed the o~)inio21 tl-lo..t -'L:he [o.guc CmTv"cnti.vns oi' 

l9G4 ::."elatinc t,o a Uniforn Lm: on the In:~e:;.:·ne.tiona1 Sale of Goods anf a 1Jnifo1~1 

Lm-r on the li'ornc:t:i __ on of Contracts ~or the: Interr-'o.tional .Sale c:f Goodf3 ·' >:rhicl·l 

I o > o 
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:'ace ~-C-

fo::;~'- -=-~ cons:Lclered o:c)inion o:~· ·(;llc ef'fcct:.:.vcnesc o:f these Conventions until tt .. e~r 

conscqt";__c:ntly_~ no cb21--::ces s~10l1_lc1 be p:...~oposed uh:Lch nic;l1t i~_lpede theLc l~atifico.tion. 

Undcl~ tbis vieu ~ J."c~mdiation of the 

Conventions ~.:oulC_1 _ anoun.J...:. to o. :t.'epudiCLtion of the cstetiJlished lmr of both 

'·lhese J:'cprcscEtativcs also st:ccssed thc.t the lluc;:.1e Conventions \!ere not 

on. the :rules o-:: the IIc.c;c1c Conventions of 1:764. 'JJ1ese :re_l)rcscnto.-'cives noted that 

!Jct··:rccn _.~:1c rnles on cl:o~c.cc of lo.1.r in --'c~-1_e I1ac;ue Convention of 1955 and provisions 

It 1 • .ras suc;c;ested 

countries a 

/ ... 
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tuo convc:ntiorLs in a sinc;lc text ~,Ihich rd;:')1t be draftecl in sir1pler language 

comprehensiiJle to both traders and lm!~,r12rs. 

possi.bili t:y of prepa:;.~in::::; rules a~.:~:licabl2 to Q nc1r fc;.-n of negotiable instrl..1nents 

for oyGional use in iEJuernational transactions. ~hcse :r-epresentatives cOEli.:lcncled 

UNCIIJ:I~iAL on the :;-rocec·Lure it uas follo-:,d.nc, namely, to assess the existing 

lec;al and practical difficul tj_es in ·c11c use internationally of negotiable 

inst:cwilents by 1t1eans of o.. 6ctailed questio::.rn-:aiTc c,dclressecl to Gov2rr.u:2ents and 

to conpetcnt "::::arL.cinc; anc"L tl-->c.d.e institutions 9 In tl-:is conne::;:ion 9 the view 

•.-;o..s expressed that s uhere appropria\:-e ~ c. siuilal~ npproach should be en played 

J!Ointc:d out that nell economic o.nd lc~al p:co:Jle;~.J.S had al~isen IIhicll 1-rere not covered 

Oy tl12 Geneva Cor~\rcnt:i.uns of 1930 anc-:. 1931 ~c:."cviding a UnifolT)_ Lau on Cheques, 

]ills of :...=:;;::chGnge c..nd Pro1~1issor:.r rates 
9 

a:~c~ tho.t unification of doraestic 

leC£islo.tion in this a~cea l."ould not be feasi!Jle. Therefore the best Tray of' 

securinc~ unj_folJ.J':i ty l.ro.s UNCIT~iAL 1 s 1n·o,j ect 9 >:Jhich 112.s ccnfined to the 

consideration of c-. nelr nec;ot:leJJle instl"Un:.ent in inte:;."natj_onal transactionsj any 

other ct~!proc..ch 1-rould lead to insurrr1ountabl2 difficul tics, at least in sm,1e 

ccunt:;,.~ies . 

.J.:.he atten-~ion of Govcrnue~-rl,s to the cont::."'~'-!Jution \Thich cmployraent of t~1e 
11 Uniforl:1 Custons anr2 F:t·.s.ctice of Docu:nenta:cy CTeditsn s th"o.Jrn up -.;:;y the 

Interno.tiona=. Ch'-~r_l!Jer of Coui:18Tce~ COlJ_lcl x:1al:.:e to :f:'acilits.:Ginc international trade~ 

Sone rer)rcsentatives also co1;ll:1endec1 the decision to asl~ Govern~:ents to inforr; 

the Int.eTnational Chs..:.-Jber of CoL111le:~ce concernin13 any difficulties arisinc; in 

connexion 1Ti th the use of t~1e 11 UniforH Customs n. 

22~ r:2here UG.G c;eneral endo?:·sei·.lent of the OlJi:nion expressed b~r UECITD1-\L that 

the Unitec~ l',htions Convention on the _,:ecoc;nition and ~-~nforceE'lent oi' Foreign 

1\r"bitral ,-',.vrarc1s, 1958_, should be adhered to Oy Lhe larc;cst :::;ossiOle number of 
' I • • • 
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States. One repTesentative declarc;d that UNCITT~AL should also encourage States 

to accede to the ::=uro:;:ean Convention on International Cm:u-n.ercial AriJitration~ 

l96l,provided that accession to that Convention vas not linited to States 

nembers of the I:conomic Cortinission fol" ~urope. 

23. Several representatives expressed agreement 1-rith the conclusion reached 

by UNCITli.l~L that:- 1-1ith :cegard to international coumercinl arbitration 9 the 

best course 9 :for the tilile being 9 uas for UIJCr.riW~L to COllC8TD itself IIith 

problems of the international interpretation and a~-::·~::·lication of existinG 

conventions and 1-relcor:1ed, in this respcct 9 the decision of UHCI~C~iAL to appoint 

llr. Ion HestoY' (I1o~-;1ania) as .Special l~al~::;orteur on the nost iHpoYtant problems 

arisint:; in that ccnnexion. 

24~ i_~os·~ representatives •1ho con:-:.ICnted on the decision of Ul'~CIIJ:lllAL to include 

international legislation en shipping among the priority to:9ics in its proG:.."ar::me 

of l!Ol'l;:_, recoc;nized. that UNCI'J~=iAL ·uas codpeter:t t:.o consider such legislation 

and to G.ecic-:_e on topics and nethods of 1-rorL in that conne::ion4 r,~an:y dre11 

attention;> 1~~ovrever, to the need fol" UHCI'rDAL to tal:c account of the 110rk of: 

other o::c;anizations in the f"ielc1 so as to avoid 1.raste1'ul duplication or 

u.nnecessal"Y expenditure~ It lias also oOse:rved th<:.'.t colla0oJ.:'atj.on in this 

particulai' field hacl been helped by the creation of the Joint Shipping I·egislation 

Unit of tr..e United Na"cions Office of LeQ;al l\i'1·cdrs and the ·uNC'l1AD sccrctG.riat. 

25 ~ SorJe :;.~epresentatives s 1-rhile accepting the cc1;1)etence of UHCrllll~L in the 

field of international legislation on shippings Uoubted the 1-risdou. of lJNCITTiJ\L 1 s 

decision to include the subject in its vrorl:::inQ: ): .... ocrannc at the present stage. 

11hese representatives took the vieu -Gho;C it vould be :?referaiJlc for UHCITii.t~L 

not to corw1cncc consic!.crinc; the substance of "che question until the othel~ 

international orc;anizations concerned had considered its cconci~lic and other 

asy.;ects. Umler this vie~>I 9 the Comr1ission shoulclJ for the tiue being 9 confine 

its task to that of co--o:;..-·dination. 

26. !1epresentatives of developing countries stressed that UPCITH./\L r s uo:cl:;: in 

this field ~:ras of inj~ortance for the economy of these countries and expressed 

tlle hoJ!e that thei1~ countries uo-u_ld be equi taOly re~;resented in the bodies 

I ... 



A/7747 
Ene;lish 
Pae;e 13 

responsible for drafting nev legislation or nod.ifyinc; existing legislation. 

~1hese representatives stated t~1at present-day legislation in the field reflected, 

in li.1any respects, an earlier econonic phase of societyj as IIell as attitudes 

and practices IIhich seemed unduly to favour ship-OimeTs at tl1e expense of 

shippers. They also observcG. that the develo~1ing countries 1-rere particularly 

interested in legislation on freiGht rates~ charter parties, standn~d clauses 

in bills of ladinG, and the limitat,ions on the shi:p-ouncT' s liability resulting 

from exemption clauses$ ~3omc cLelec;ations e::-presscC. the opinion tl:.at 

international ship:ping legisle.tion is a priority toDic that provides UNCIIJ\{AL 

ui th t11e iJest opportunity of conti'ii)utinc; to a change in the -~.~~-a~2.l~S- p._l\,q and 

the creation of' more j".Jst, and equi to.. Ole conditions for the develo11ing nations 

in the field of intc:rnv_tional trade. 

27. One rerre.sentati ve suc;c;ested that, in dealine; ui th inte:mational legislation 

on shippin2 9 UTJCTl'lii1.L should tal;:e account of' tho Treaties of J.lontevic!.eo o:f 1889, 

as revised in 1940 and 1944:; 1:1hich had greatly benefited private international 

lmi. 

28. Several rel):Cescntatives comJ!Iencled UlJCITn.t:.L on tho t-rorl'- 1-rhich 1.Jas at 

p:r. .... esent lJeing carried o-;..rl~ in rec;a:cd to t~1e cstc.IJlisl1ltient of a rcc;istel" of 

oro;anizations and a resister of' texts J ::md exJ._Jresscd confidence that the 

nes.sures ta~:;:en ·oy UJ.~CI'.LT;I':..L to publish -'che registers in s-tases and 1~1al:::e 

arrange:,lCnts for their sale 1-rould reduce theL ..... cost. 

nepresentatives of develol;ing countries cl.cclarecl that the establishment of 

the res;iste:.~s 1:-ras of special ir11:::::ortance to thei.r co1..mtTies in that the registers 

pc1~1~1ittcO. access to infonnation and docu:nentation on international tn1de la1-1 

uhich Ylas not o-Lhen-rise :ceadily availa!)le ~ r~l-:. \las fnrtl'Ler stated_ that, in viei·r 

of the ~cotential vo.lue oi' the registc:r."s in cour:.tries vhich often lacl:e.d hic;h1y 

trained ~Jcrsonnel and c1ic1 not have the extensive archives of the develored 

countriGS 9 the costs of" establishinc; the J.''ec;isteJ.:'s '.TC.s full~r justif'ied. 

/ • e • 
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)0. 'Ehere uas 13ene:r·o..l support aDong representatives in the Sixth Conrraittec for 

the vie\·/ that an UITCI~H/-c~.L Yearbool:: \Toul.d na~ce tl1e 1-rork of UWCITDAL :t'1ore vid.ely 

l:nmm and generally availa0le, and tbo.t the l~ublication of the Yearbool~" uas 

in princiJ:;le clesira-ule. 

31. Sou_e representatives, ho•:rever 9 expressed t:.esitation o..s t,o the th.lCliness qf 

}Jublishine; a yearbool:, since the rcsul·~o of UiJCIT£AL r s uork had not yet become 

visible. These re~,J.~csentatives doulJtcd 11hether the ndvantage of ha,ving a 

yeariJOQk uould~ for tl:e tin1c -:..::.einc;, justj_fy its cost. ~he vie\r 1-1as expressed 

that the establisl1nen-t. of a year'oook uas net necessarily the best ua~r of 

attaininc; the enO_s 11hich the yea:r·Oook lJUl~portcd to achieve~ a:nd tllat other 

neans - such as the annual reTOTt of UT,TCITl0'1.L, J:""::Ossibly 1-Tith certain modifications, 

and access to availaQle O..ocUlnentai:~ion ~~ could provide accepteJJle alteJ..~nativcs. 

rr'hese l"8]reserr'catives 8jC.::_Jresse0. tl1c hope tl:c,t the decision COUld be postponed 

until the next session of' tl-lc Genera~ f'.~.ssen!Jly, uhen the Asser!l"jly uould be in 

::·ossession of the final vie-.:rs of UJ?CITDAL. '~m.,rever, a najority of the 

rep::cesentatives uho spol;;:e on the su!Jject su~~~~orted the puDlication of the 

Yearbook ui-Ghout- unnecessary delay~ 1-rh:i.le expressinG t-heir prefeJ.."ence fOJ.." an 

ai)proach alone; the 1ines of altcrr..c/ci\ ..... e A a.s set forth in the rc:i~ol~t of the 
?I 

i::)ecreta:cy-General.·-11 C:ne rep:resentative o~Jserv-ed that alternn<:;ive I;,_ did not 

envL1eTate all l~elev.s,nt docu1ncnts neccssa:r-;;.r to lJecone fully acquainted uith the 

uorl;: of UNC2:TJ/i1, such as those dealinG ~-rith tiF:e-l:LLJi ts and 2.iJJitations. 

eJc:e:::t.ise in the ficlcl o:L internatior_al tl'ade 1<::{\I, particularly tn tb.c developing 

count:cies; and 1velcoi·.1ec1 the decision of t~1e CcuL:1ission to encouraGe 

33. It \ras suc;gested tho..t tmCIX~1/,L should contcLlplate orcexizinc a ser,Iino.r on 

inteTnational t~"ade lc.:I siEiilc.T to -::;h:""Jt in inteJ:'nationsd public .lav held in 

conncxion 1-rith the sessions of tl1e Internntional Lav CoL1mlssion in Gcnevao 

also suggested that UNCr~::GAL shoulU consicle:.~ proviUing develo:9inc; countries 1.rith 

t::.~cining facilities in developed coun;:;ries, :particul.a:.~l:'/ in t]le fiel.ds of IJnnkinc; 9 

insnrance anc"L transport~ 

I ~ • • 
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34. At the 112Cth meeting on 9 Octol:Jer 1969, the Sixth Committee, at the 

reg_uest of the representative of Afghanistan, toolc a roll-call vote on the 

proposed amendment to paragraph lO, referred to in paragraph 7 above. The 

amendment i'Tas adopted by 57 votes to 4, 1·rith 25 abstentions. The voting 

was as fo Uows: 

In favour: ,~fghanistau, Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Bolivia, Burma, 
Chile, Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Cuba, 
Cyprus) Dahomey, Ecuador, Ethiopia, G1..:aterrala, Haiti, 
Indor.csia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Liberia, Litya, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Iv1oroccoJ Netherlands, 
Niger, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Ht.randa, Saudi Ara"bia, Senegal; Sierra Leone, 
Syria, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, 
Uganda, United Arab Republic, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Against: A•Jstralia, Nmv Zealand} United Kingdo:D of Great Britain and 
Northe:cn Ireland, lJnited States of Amerj_ca. 

P"bst2i~iDET,: Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorc!Ssian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Czechoslcvakia) Denmark, :Blinland, 
Fra!.1:::e, Ghana, Greece, TiungaryJ India, Israel, Italy, 
JapaGy LDxeml~ourg, Non,ray 5 Pakistan, South Africa, SpainJ 
ST..;reden, UkrainJ.an Soviet Socialist Repu.-ulic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics) Urd ted Republic of Tanzania. 

35. P,t the ll2lst meetinc;, o~ lO October L')G9, the re;Jresentative of Tsrael 

declared that, sulJseq_uect to the above vote, he received instructions from 

his Government 1vhich \Vould have enabled h:i.t-c to vote in fnvour of the amendment o 

36. At t'oe ll20th meeti~g, on ') Octo-ocr 1969, at the !"equest of the 

Tepresentative of' Liber::-..2) 2 separate vote vas taken on paragraph 8 of the 

draft l'esol.c.tion (A/C.6/L-7'4'l 9nd Add.l and 2). Faragraph G was adopted by 

53 votes to 15, with L4 2~stentions. 

37. 'Ibe dra"'t cecobtior' as a ~Cbole, as amenoed, vas adopted by 84 votes to 

ncne_, ..-.rith 2 abstentio::-ts ~ :Expla.naLjons of vote ·w2re given by the 

repres.:.~ntatives of Jl.fg;]:::_nistan, Australia, Belgium, Canad2, congo (De~:::.ocratic 

5epublic of), France) Gbans., IDdia, Israel, Liberia) Peru_. Philippines, Spain, 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics_, the United Kingdorr: of Great Britain and 

Northern Irelnr::.d, the Ucited Republic of Tanzania ar2d the United 0te.tes of _America" 

; ... 
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V. RECOl!lMENI.ATION OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE 

38. The Sixth Cocomittee therefore recom:nends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of the follow'ntc; draft resolution: 

Report of the United Nations Commiss-ion on 
Incernatio~al Trade Law 

The General Assembly j 

Having considered the 

International Trade Lac: on 

report of the United Natioos Commission on 

the work of its second session~~/ 
Recalli_r:tg. its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966 by which it 

established the United l\.Tations Commission on International Trade Lmv and 

defined its object and terms of reference, and resolution 2421 (XXIII) of 

13 December 1968 on the recort of the Commission on the work of its first 

session) 

!':!otin[ the comments by the Trade and Development Board at its ninth 

session expressing its appreciation of the report of the United Nations 

Commission on Internatj_onal Trade Lavr ,2/ 
Ta!.\_ing into consideration the report of the Secretary-General_ concerning 

the establishment of e. Yearbook of the United Nations Commission on International 

Trade LaH and the fin8ncial implications of alternative proposals for such 
10/ a Yearboolc,.::_ 

l. Takes not:: with aDpreciation of' the report of -che United Nations 

commis£,ion on Internatioc.al Trade Law on the v.rork of its second session; 

2. Endorses the tnclusion by the United Nations Commission on 

International Trade Lav, on the basis indicated in its report, of inte:cnational 

legislation on shipping a~"'::ong the priority topics in its vrork programme; 

3. Notes with app:ceciation the progress r:tade in the imolementation of' 

the pro::;ramme ef work of the United Nations Com::lissi.on on International T;cade 

LawJ including the establishment of 1dOrking groups on uniform rules governing 

the international sale of gcods and the lac1 applicable thereto, on time-limits 

0/ 

'}_/ 

Official Records ol the General Assembly, T,..Ienty-f'ourth Session) 
Supplement ~;o. lS\A]7618 

A/C.6/L.744. '[he account of the proceedings at the ninth session of 
the Trade and Development Board appears in the Board's report to the 
General Assembly, Ol'ficial Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fou.rth 
Session, Supple02enL No. lo (A/7616). 

10/ A/CN.9/32. ; ... 
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and limitations {prescription) in the field of the international sale of goods, 

and on international legislation on shipping; 

!~-. Takes P..ote of ·Che viev expressed by the United Nations Commission on 

International Trade LmT in its report that, in order to ioplement the mandate 

entrusted to the Com8ission by the General Assembly, it is desirable that there 

be the 1ddest possible ]Xorticipation by the members of the Commission in the 

preparatory Hork to be done by Working Groups or Special Rapporteurs; 

5. Endorses the desire of the United Nations Commission on InternationaL 

Trade Lau to obtain, whe:ce necessary, the services of consultants or 

orgar:dzations 1;ith specisl expertise in technical matters dealt 1<ith by the 

Commission; 

6. Emphasizes the need for fulL co-operation •Jith the United Nations 

Cor.omission on International Trade La11 in the performance of its task to promote 

the p!'Ogressi.ve harmoni:c::2tion and unification of the lm-r of international trade; 

7· Approves in principle the establishment of a Yearbook of the United 

Nations Commission on International 1Trade Lm·T ~~;rhich 'i-'Tould make the Co~mission's 

~:vork more widely known and readily available, and requests the Commission to 

consider, at its third sess:~onJ the ti:ning and content of the Yearbook, in 

the light of the repoct of the Secretary-General1:2:./ and of the discussions at 

the tHe::-lty-fourtb session of the General Assembly; 

SG Authorizes the Secretary-General to csta8lish the Yearbook referred to 

il1 parugruph 7 above in acco_n1ance l·.rith the decisions and recommendations to be 

adoptee by the Un:lted Nations Co:Jmission on International Trade Law at its 

thirc1 session; 

9· Endo!'ses the decisions and recommendations of the United Nations 

Cor::.mission on International ~['rade La1v concerning the rec;isters of organizations 

ar::.d texts, and requests the Secretary-General to continue the 1JOrk of preparing 

and pu:~lishine; the re:sisters in accordance with those decisions and recommendations; 

10. Recommends that the United Nations Commission on International Trade 

LaH should: 

(a) Continue its wor~ on the topics to which it decided to give priority, 

that is., the international sale of gocds., international payments, international 

commercial arbitration and international legislation on shipping; 

ll/ Ibid. 
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(b) Continue to c;ive attention to the ways and means which would effectively 

promote training and assistance in the field of international trade lm;; 

(c) Keep its p~ogramme of work under constant review, bearing in mind 

the important contribLJ.tion -v;hich the progressive harrconization and unification 

of international trade lmi can make to economic co-operation among aLL peoples, 

and, thereby, to their Hell-being; 

(d) In promoting the harmonization and unification of international trade 

lmi, give special consideration to the interests of developing and landlocked 

countries; 

ll. Recommends furt:;her that the United Nations Commiss:Lon on International 

T:cade Le" should continc'.e to collaborate fully 'lith internationaL organizations 

active in the field of international trade l81{; 

12, Requests the Secretary-General to forward to the United Kations 

Coc,1mission on Internatio;1al Trade law the records of the discussions at the 

b-renty-fo~rth session of the General Asserr.:bly or:. the Commission 1 s rerort. 




