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EXPLANATOtr MEIT-IORANDIM

1. On ,l October L96O, aad. foJ-Lor,rrl-ng thorough dlscusslon of the Soutb Tyrol
Prob.]-en 1n the Specl-al Po]-ltlcal Connlttee, the Cienera]- ABserobly adopted

unanLmously resolutlon 1l+97 (XV), urglng Austrla and Italy to resune negotlatLons
on the loplenentatlon of the Parl s Agreeuent of ! Septenbet L9+6, and recounend.lng

that 1n the event of these negotletlons not leading to satlsfactory results, botb
partlee should. glve favouxable conslderatlou to the poeslblllty of seeklng a,

eolutlon of their dlffereoces by other peaceful neaus.
2. In coupllance r,rlth these recomend.ations, Austrla and ltaly resumed theXr
bilatera]- negotlatlons early ln I96f lu an effort to arrlve at a recbnclllation
of thelr different polnte of vletr. To tbis end., d.elegatJ.on6 bead.ed. by tbe
Forelgn lviinl sters of tbe two countrles rnet at IvIALan, Italy, on 2J and 28 January;
at lC-agenfurt, Austrici, on 24 aod 25 lrtay; and at Zurlch, SrrltzerJ.and.,

on 24 June 1p61. Prior to the l0ageufurt meetlng, tbe tlro poS.nts of vlew had. been

clarl.fled thxougb dlplonatLc channele, and prlor to tbe Zurlch neetlng tbe tvo
pool.tlons had. been thorougbLy exanlned. by an Austro-Itallan Comittee of Experbs.

t. Eor,reve}, slnce 1t proved. iu-Sroselble to reecb e narro$lng-d own of the
d.lfferences of oplnlon, al-J. theee efforts, unfortunately, fatled..
4. fn vLew of th1.s sltuatlon, tbe Austriaa ctetegatlon at the Zurlcb neetlng
deened 1t necessaly to propoBe to the ltalian d.elegation, ln accord.ance .lrlth

operatlve paragraph 2 of ceneral Assembly resolutlon 1497 (XV) of 51 october 1p6O,

to euter lnto negotlatlons oD the selectlon of anotber peacefuJ- neans fo! the
settlenent of the dJ.spute. To thig effect, Austrla proposed the e stabll shnent of
an Internatlonal Conel sston of Erqulry to exanlne the facts of the sltuation,
wbereas ftaly beld the vLelr that the nost approprlate peaceful Beaos wouJ.d be to
subn1t the questloE to the InternatLonal Couxt of Justice.
,. In ccmpllance wlth a request of the ltallau deJ-egatlon, the Austrlan proposal
vas formul-ated. Ln a note verbale of 4 JuJ-y 1961, to nhlcb, botrever, tbe Austrlen
Governnent bas so far not recelved. tbe proEi 6ed. reply fron tbe Itallan Governnent.
5. Stnce lt ls lnposeible for the Governnent of AuBtria to aval.J. ltseJ-f of
anotber peaceful neans, as recomend.ed. by the aforementLoned. Genera]. Assenbty
resolutlou, lll-tbout the consent of bhe Goverrnent of Italy, the Austrlan
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Governuent feel-s coopelled. to propose, ln good- tine, the inscriptlon of thl s

lten on the agenda of the slxteentb. seeslon of tbe Unlted Natlons Geners,l Assenbly,
1n ord.er to report to tb.e General Assenbfy on the outcome of tb.e bllateral
negotlatloae, and 1n ord.er to, requeet the Genelal Assenblyt s asslstauce ln
selectlng another peaeeful neans for the solutlon of the di opute, ln accor(lance

ulth General ABsetrb]-y reeolutlon 11i97 (XV) of ,]- October 1960.
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