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'I rn 'hh'ia flfth fl A'r' since the arned interveati-on of the Sovlet Union to defeat

the spontaneous uprlsing of the people of Hungary, and to remove its l-egal

Govexruaent, a lfi-d e range of other issues of a broad and presstng character has

necessarlly dlverted to sone exbent the attentlon of vorld oplnion fror0 the question

of Hungary. The General Assembly has rlghtly procLained. that "all peoples have the

rtght to self-d ete1,mi-natl on'r.5 The question of Hungary, irhich has now been

bef,o"e the General Assenbly for afmost five years, ls fundauenta]ly a question of

the repTegsion of the rlght of sel-f-d.eternlnation" No effect has been glven to

the basic resolutlon ol the General Assernbly, passed at the second special

energency 6ession, trhlch lr:ovided that free el-ections should be hel-d 1n Hungary

under United Nations auslices to enable the people of Eungary to determi"ne for
e/

thenselves the forn of government 'chey wished to egtqbl-ish ln their countly.:/

2. The backg"ou0d. of the question of Hungary has been arpLy documented' in
provious reports to the General Assenbly, whlch have been endorsed. by resolutions

of,the Gerieral_ Asseubly. Tl-te report of the special connLttee on the lYoblerl of

Huigaryr2/ vhich contained a full account of the Soviet arned. interventl-on and 'nbe

Tegul-ting Bupp"ession of polltical independence and the de ial- of hunan rights

]/rithilt Hu4gary, stands as an unchallengeable statenent on developnents dr:ring and

iruhed16tely afteT the, uprising of October/Novenber 1!!5. The Speci-al Report of

the Speclai ConrnltteeV and ny ti+o previoug reports2/ have outllned in some detail

!' Genefal- Assenbly resolution 1511+ (Xv), para. 2.

4 General Assernbly resolution IOOS (ES-II)'

5/ Officlal- Records of the General As El-eventh Session No. 18
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neasures of r€lression carried. out in Hungary under foreign p"essure j.n continual
viol-ation of resolutions of the General Assenbfy, which cal-led upon the Union of
Sovlet Socialist Republi.cs and- the exlsting authorities in Hurgary to d.esist fron
represslve &easures agalnqt the Hungarlan people and to respect the l-iberty and

polltlca]- independ.ence of Hungary and to al-l-or.r'the Hungarian people their enjoyltent

of fundanental human rtghts and freedons.9/

t. IE ny report of I Decenber ]960 to the fifteenth sesgion of 'ohe General-

Assenbly, I recal].ed briefly the sequence of events whlch gave rise to the

lnclusion of the question of Ermgary in the agend.a of the General Assembly, and.

sunnarlzed. the course of United. Natlons actlon rrith regard to the question.

f regret that the General Assenbl-y ws,s unable to take u! the question of Ilungary

at the last sesslonr. ancl T would wlsh to drar,r atteDtion to the consideraluions

r.rhich I urged in ny last report. They are stil-l- ful1y relevant to the pres en-t

situation. Though the real character of the question of Eun€ary tend.s to be

obscured. r'rith the passage of time, I shall not repeat here \'ihat vas set out 1n my

previous report. Hor+ever, to avoid- nisund-erstand ing, it r'rould seen d.esirable to
restate as brlefly as posslble the essence of 'this problen"

4. The question of Eungary nay be briefly terned ttre conpl-aint regardlng

aggressLon by the arned- forces of the Soviet Union against the political
ind.epend.ence of Eungary, and Lhe perslstent vio].ation of the fi:ndanental- fTeedoas

and. hunan rights of the Eungarian people. The question of Hungary ls a guestlon
'r+hether the people of a snal-l European cormtry were, and. are, entitled. to d.enand

the vithdraval of the armed forces of a foreign Pover stationed. v-ithin their l-andj

vhether they should. be free to set u! a, government of their ovn choice to relface
the ninions of an alien Pover; vhethe|bhey nere, and are, entitled to c]-airo for
thetrselves as a sna]-l leople vithin the franevork of the United Natlons a

neutrallst posltion ln the conflicts of the great Povers j vhether a great Poltel'

may rightly suppress by the exercise of arned force their cl-aim to s elf - government ,
and. nay inpose upon them a foreign-doninated rdglne of its or,rn creation; vhether

a great Pover, having viofated lts obfigation under the Charter to refrain frour

the use of force, ney assert that its oryr actions are not the l-egitinate concern

of the United Nations "

9/ e"g. Generaf Assenbly xesolution 11t, (X1) of l-4 septemb et 1957,
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5. Tha.t ls the question of hungary, Yet the styange contenLion has becn
1

adliisnced that the natter is not a [atter r"ithin the conletence of the Uni'ced

Nations. the facts thenselves have at no tine been ln d.oubt. The Soviet Union

has not denied the serious character of the uprlsing 1n October L956. It has not
denled tbat its arned forces - 1ts tanks and its lnfantry - were noved- in to
shooi dovn the resistance of the Hungarian l.rorkers I it has not deni.ed that a duly
constituted governdent raas establ-ished. r:nd er Inre Nagy to replace the Rdkosi

rdgiae, vhose crirnes and repression have been the subject af deaunclation by Soviet
leaderB thenselves; 1t has not denj"ed that a spurious Hungarian government was

proclained under Sovlet control to provlde tbe appeerance of authorlzatlcn for the

actions of the Soviet Arny against the Eungarian leople. The facts are hrovn to
the world, and. these facts have renained. unchanged since L)J6. The situation then

^vaa].aA h6'ci c+c

6. The General Assernbly has repeated-Ly called for the rrithdrawal of Soviet forces
frar0 Eungary as the essential preh-n:inary of the restoratlon of Hun€arlan

.71
freedon.r' The Ceneral Assenbly could not but assune that the Soviet Declaration
of JO October 1p!6 looklng toward"s the withdrarlal of Soviet troops from Hungary

would be fully lmplerrented, and that effect vou,l-d. be given to the assurances

given by Jdnos Kdddr in statenents of \, 8, IL and l-2 Novenber L))6, and at later
d.ateE after his insta].lation in polrer, to the effect that the vlthdraval- of Soviet
foices woul-d. be a prine objective of the "Revolutionary Worker/Peasant

,, Bl ^.Covernnent".:' The essential problem is that the Soviet forces whicb occupied

Hungary ir 7916 i.n deflance of the visheg of the Hungarian Goverment and in the

face of the biirter oppositlon of the Hungarian leople renain on Hungarien soll.
The refusal of the Hungarlan authorities to negotiate vith tfre Soviet Unlon a

spdedy ntithdrawal of these troops rnust be consld.ered. proof that the present

Eudgarian rul-ers are unable to nalntain their position within their land without
fo]lelgn nilitary support.

7. hevlous reports have given details of the legal framework of repression
established- after the crushing of the uprlslng by Soviet forcea, Special

l/ Resol-ution roo4 (ES-II), of 4 Novenbet L956, .para. 2i resolution ]Oo5 (ES-II),
of 9 Novenber fpJ6, para. l; resolution f$l (XI) of f2 Decenber L956,
para.4.

8/ neport of the United Nations Representative on Hungary (al\6o6), para. 26.
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tegiglatl"on lras passed In L9J6 and L957 u-nd.er wb.ich tbe leaders of the uprising

were trled under sunnary Jurisd.ictlon and. Iater by speclally devised I'peop]-er s

benches'r lihicb -dere set up wlthin the Supreme Court, the Budapest Metropolitan

Coult and ln County Courts all over the country. The practlces establlshed

by and fiithln these courts, la vlolation of princlples enunclated. by tbe

UEtversal Decl-aratloE of Hunan Blghts, \,,ere reYteved. Ln sone detel} in ?ast,
reporbs. These practlces were introduced ia violatlon of ?olnt , of, the

orlgina! "Governmentt' progranne of Jdno s Kdddr of l.t Novenber L!!6, r+b'ich ststedl
ttThe Govevnnent vlLL not tolerate the 

/persecutlon 
of vorkers, on any pretext, for

havhg taken part 1n recent eventsr'.2/ Past reports have brought out clearly the

prosecutlon aod, in naoy cases, the Liquldatlon of workers I lead.ers, This

persecution naturally dlnlnishes l.'ith the elirdnatj.ob of 1ts potential victims.
Durlng the past year, therefore, the Eungarian Goveranent decid-ed to abolish the

peoplels benches vlthin the Suprene Courb, tite Sudape st Court and the Pest Coulty
g6urt.g/ fh16 followed the abolltioB of peo!1e?6 bencbes 1n four prorincial
courbs wtrlch bad taken place ln 1958" There recaln in force certain features in
the Eystem of Justlce ln Eungary which contlnue to curtall fundanental freedoms

and. hurs.an rights in that country. The d.read.ed. secret po11ce continues under the

gulse of securlty troopsl', under the dlrectlon of officers, nany of rhom had been

trained. 1n the Sovlet Uni-on, though the freedou of actlon of the lndlviduat security
offlcer has been curtall-ed. The system of peopter s control connitteer s socLal

courts and. lrorker t s guard.s perslsts - all obedlent tools of the r6gime placed and.

kept 1n pover by the nilitary forces of the SovLet Un1on.

of the Genexal Eleventh Sesslol].
para,

ol

La/ Decree Law of the ?raesldlum, No. 6/f96f (Mgeyar Kdzl0ay, No. 27, 16 Aprll 196f).
Tbe abol1t1on of the Peopl-ers courts vas afioffiilfll April i.n the follol,llng
terms by Radlo Sudapest:

"The PraeBidlun abol16hed tbe valldl.ty of the rules enacted In L957
and. concernlng Peoplere Courts. These PeoBlet 6 Courts vere set utr) vlth
tetrporary character to handle casee of counter-rcvolutianary crir.es. Scne
of them vere dissolved 1n 1958 as there were no no?e cases fa1l1ng u.:ader
thelr Jurisd.letion. As the last of then have been inactive for a
conslderable tlne and. 1n rrleq of the lDcreasiug normal-ization aad solldity
of the socla]- older, tbey appear to be no Bore rlecessary and. are being
ebollshed together wtth the rules pertainlng to tbeir procedure." 

1.,.

Report of the Specla]- Cor6rmittee o11 the ?roblem of Eungaxy, Offlclal Reco?ds



"a,l\996
Ing].ish
Page 5

B. !'rom tlne to time, reports have clrcu]-ated regarding the llberation of
r"r]]r"tu and other intellectuals 1n Bunga1.y. Nei'ther conflrmatlon nor d.en:Lal

haq been forthcomlng regarding ihese I'eporbs fron any EuDgarlan offlclat gource!

I_itjti_e doubt can be entertalned that there are st1ll many lessons in Eungary

who have not regained thelr fTeed.on. I lrould vlsh to slngle out fo} specl.aL

mentlon certain persons sti1l lmprisoned for thei" participatlon 1n Ah:e L956

uprlslng. First of alt, the distingulshed p"ofesso3 of sociol-ogy and forner

Mlnister of stete in the Nagy Governroent, who ls serving a life sentence -

Istvdn Bib6. Other outstandlng names amoEgst those sentenced. to l1fe lqprlsonueBt

are:

Gybrgy Addm, economlst and. universlty professori
' Sdndor Kopdcslr a former Chlef of Pol-lce of Budapest and co- founder

ln October Lg56 vLtb Mr. Kdddr of ttre Eungari.an soclalist tr\roTke"E Partyi

Ferenc Mdrei, educationlst and psychologlsti

Gyu]-a Obereovszky, the editor of the revoLutlonary nevspaper I€3:!49; toa

Sdnd.or Rdcz, a leader of the Greater Sudalest Workers Counc1l.

AmonE othors vho lref,|e sentenced to terlIs of lmBrlsonment, ranging frol0 slx to

fifteen years, llllo are 6til-L hetdi

Sdndor 8d11, another leaeer of the Sudapest ltrorkexs coulclli
Ldsz!.d Kardos, former dlrector of the Peoplers Colleges;

Jdnos lfi-sze1y, a foroer trad.e ullon l-eader ln the Miskolo-Borsod dlGtrlct;

Gybrgy Litvdn, hlstorian;
Pdl Lbcsel, forn€r potltlcal editor of the De}Jspaper of the Codmuni st

Party before the ulrlsing;
I stvdn Mdrkusr sociologlsti and

Gdbor Tdnczos, former secretary of the Pet'dfl ctub'

Dffitg the last year, the rdglme in EuBgary has reverted vith perslstence

olrardspoliclesand-practlcesreniniscentofthoseagalnstvhlcbtheupf,ising
tobk place. It may be recal-led that the q)rlslng was Dot lnrended' to subvert

the ba6ic social and econonlc changes lntroduced" 1n Eungery 1n the prevlous

d-ebade, but to replace an arbltrary governnent by a sociaList govelnment resting

o!, broad 4.atlona]. support. fhe detestable practlces vhlch resul-ted 1n, and Lr-ere

by, the u!"161ng five years a8o have recelved" renewed- enlhasis" A new

system hae been adopted- under whlch HulgarLan workers earn some 15 Ber cent

9.
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l-ess thsn during the past years. und.er a r€cent decree, i.ndlv-iduar- factory
nal]agenents have been eEpowered- to ralse norns ia the future at lrirl without
havlne to refer to the central authorities.4/ The total agricultural
corlectlvlzation lau!,ched. urfd.er a resolutloD of the centrar- comnlttee of the
Eungarlao soclallst workers party of 29 october 1960 resul-ted., by the.niddre of
June 1!51, ln the collectivization of 95 per cent of Hungary r s a"able l-and-. fn
thls flna1 phase of the collectlvlzation drlve, aceordlng to the sdrd.sslon of
Dezsd Nenes, a nenber of the politburo, about ?OO people 1{er|e prosecuted_, of
wholx 2r0 vere taken into custody.E/ Thls statenent apBeaxs to correspond. to
pru"*:y" statements by the leadershlp vhich adndtted that 'there 1s coerclon even
Do\rnlz and. that a nrough and. brutar tone vas occasionally ussgnU in connexr-oa
with lrevLous collectlvlzation caripalgns.
l-0. Moreover, 61nce the. autuon of L96o, a rtharder-hrttingt ather.st propaganaau/
has been put into effect. f'his canpalgn \.ras lnaugurated by an article 1n the
october 1960 lssue of trIorld" Marxl't Revlew vhlch stated, tbat the party was
ttflghtlng not agalnet believers but_ agarnst religlon as an ld.eorogy to Bhape the
neri outl-ook of the working peollen.i9 Earry 1n lecember L96o, a uunber of
silude!.ts riere expelled. froa a cathollc senlnary after they had. refused to attend.
a conference calLed. by the npeace Frieststt vho heve been exconmunicated. .by the
Church. Later the arreEt was reporbed of some flfty prlests, ulalnl_y of the
clstercian and. Plarlst ord.ers. At the beglnning of March 1961, addltlonal mass
a*ests were reported of priests, aloag .r+lth severaL hundred. laynen eDgaged 1n
church activltles. shortl-y before these developnents, the Govenment anoounced.
that six priests, three Bo.ks and others had been arrested_ nas lead_ers of an
aati-state organizatlontt.ll/ Fou' months rater, aE officlar comm'nlqud announced

Decree of the rrBevolutlonary Worker/peasant coverruqentr, No. 2Z/L}6L (Vf.g)
(Magyar !fdzl'<jny, No. l+5, g irme fg6i) .
Tdrsadalld Szem]-e, No. 6, June l_961_.

Statement of Jdnos Kdddr ou 4 Aprll L959.
Ndp szabad.sdg, t9 February l_960.

Elet ds lrodaton, 2 Decenber l!60.
nThe church and.ReJ-igron i'' the Eungarlan peqrrel s Rqrubrlcrr, by r. Kteres.
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N6pszabadsde, B lelruary I!61.
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tl]rat tlrelve of these Fexsons vere brought to trial before the l{unicipal- court

if, nanp""t charged wlth ttsubvetsive activitlee'r ' Seinence€ vere lassed on

ti]r.m oo L9 &rae. the officlat aruoouncment stated that the cour'c establj-shed

the "anti-social characte" of the organizati-on'r and that trthe r0aJolity of the

d"efendants had shov:3 repentaneet. The fo].t'or+ing weae the sent'elces passed cn

the tlrelve defendants:
'<iadn s*tl-uy has been sentenced to eight yearst impri-sonmeni'

ldszld lu'oOy to seven yearsr lnprisonnent,

Endre li'dldy to six years and six nonths i imprl sonment 
'

Dr. ZoLtdn Gdldy to tllo years ard s1x months t iroprisonment'

Gdza Eavas e to five years and s1x montbs I im5:rlsognent'

ltl.]c16s nontvdri j:o three years and. six nont.}rs l llrrp ri 6onment,

Dr. Ldszld Ikvay to sil< years aad six months I lnprlsonment'

Gy'ot€y lfo]-tey to three years t lrnprlsonneni;,

6eOn ldndra tc seven yea"s and six months I irprisonment'

Gyula Merdny to four years and six months I itrprlsonnent'

Gdbor 1'trobi1i6 to four yearsr iuprisonment, and

Istvdn Tab6d-y to tvel-ve yearst imprisoo*uo^u 'E/
It vould appear tbat the maior purpose of the campai'go which cri-roinsted in the

above tvial i6 to break the churchr s resistance to the politlcal obJectives of

the rdgime lmposed. on Eungary, 1n particular, to induce priests to Join the

itPeace ?rieststr organlzation.

lLL. Desplte adversity and. represElon, Eungarian natlonal- feeling remaios alive'
ilto 

the evj.dent disconfort of the rdglme " The ne'ir national coqsclousness of the

youth of Eungary vhich stems flom tb'e uprislng of .:956 has been referred to bv a

grnn 'f2l As a corsequence of ihis'
HunE.rl.ao leade? aE tta grave and vorrying probJ

the present authorltles 1n Eungary have felt lrourd to nabe certain concessl-ons

in a nurnber of fle]-ds; the follovilug are exam'01es: sonelrhet beL-Eer livlng

cooditionB have beeB created 61nce the beginnlng ot L917 " lhe Treople of Hudgary

t-
i 1Q/ tqsszataasde, 20 June 1961.

3

,L9/ Maeyar lfjusde, tT December 1960'
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bave been glven a llnited freedom of speech and. freedom of novene't which enables
a felr to traver abroad'. -In the course of the yeers, llnlte. annes-bles have been
ado'ted., an. the popul_atlon has perhaps rather grearer securl-ty agalnst the
velations of the Becret po1J.ce. These are, however, but sLight allevlatlons to
be Bet agalnst the backgrouixd. r'hleh r deplcte. 1n the crosing r.iord s of uy
prevlous report - the subJectlon of the EungarlaD people to foreign domi.natlon
and. the denLal to then of the elementary hunan rlght of freely chooslng ttr.oEe
vhom they tdsh to govern them.
L2, Throughout the consideratlon of thls questlon by the united Natlon€, the
Goverrueent of the ti-nlon of soviet soclallst Repubtlcs and the gungarla! authoritr.es
have perslstently refused. er-L co-operatlon v:i.th the un:ited. Nations and ldth the
subsldlary agencles set up by the General A''enbly to d.ear- lritb the question. on
my appoi.ntment as Unlted Natlons Special R lregentative, f sougbt ln a
corcillatory man'er to enter rnto contact w:ith the pernanen,' Represe'tatlve of
Eungary at 'che unlte. Nations vith a viei{ to arrivlng at soue und.erstan&ing holr
best to proceed. r hoped that it m18ht at least be possrble to brlng to aa end.
the abrr4rt deniar- on the part of the IJssR and Eungary of ar-t rrght on the parr
of the Un]ited_ Nations to coDcern 1t6e1f vlth the question. The 

"efusa]- 
of the

Eungarlan authorltles to authorlze any contact wlth ne, desplte the responslbility
with'rhlch r had been entrusted. by the General Assembr.y, has mad.e lt essential
for roe to dlscharge my responsiblhty by relortl_ng to the General Assenbl,y o!.
the 6ad' devel0prnent of events ia Eungary. My second- atterTpt on behalf of the
Unl.ted Nations to make an approach to the Eungarlan autherlties in February 1!60
ellclted fron then orr-y the renelred alr-egatlon, made i.n a conmunicetl.n to the
Secretary-General on 29 February L960, that conslderatlon of the Eungarian
questlon by the General A.sembty vas unlavful, and. that ,ohe questlon of Eurgary
was non-existent. rt ls, therefore, the Gove"noent of the ussR and. the Eungarlan
autho"ltles who are reeponslble, and soleLy responslbLe, for the inabitl_ty of.
the ualted Nations to make any progress whatsoevef on a problem vhlch coacerns
so vlta]-ly the right.of self- determlnation of a ema]-l Europear country. The
clalm of the USSR is, in effect, that the principles of the Unlted. Natlons, and
Its activlties, shalr not extend. to the sphere withln vhlch the sovlet uaion
exercises control" illhe General AsseEbly has, by an earlLer d.ecl61otr, declared
'chat li: renalne seized of this pToblem. 

/.."
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Ifi. I wouLd reeall tbat eveo the aonestiea so far grantecl have beel 1lmltedl;
tliey do Dot g:a.st fu.ll par&cn to thoEe vho vere Lqrri scnerl :lnr poj.liiceL off,eEces,
aS.e lrersollB I'rcluced. ln the g:€Ets of a@ne6ty Eay be recs]-l,til a.b aliy tLo.e to geol
bif the alrtirorltlee ln BudaFest. l{any su.ll reDal! Lu gaol- becauEe of thelr
1,i11';iceJ. offeEeeg, ead. tiiare bave beea ner triels f,or politlcal offelces tbtg
yBer. Tlxe"e Ls stllji no 1lzLe of 1eff fu Ellngagy, Dor are tho Eu-€arlan peq)Ie

tr)+r@!.ttef tc ererclGe th€ d.gbt of self-govefideBtr She gueBtlon of Eungary

slierd.s as the outEtann{ rg questLcrr ta reegrea* of r&leh t}re princlples of the
Cuarter have beeu flagraatly vLolated abd ln ebi€b tbe Government aDtl autboritles
ro4rcuslbfe re$riu.atE Ely olillgatloE to anElrer to tbe Vntted Natlons f,or tbelr
aotj.oo or to teke aEy steps yhLcb vsuf.d eaable the orEaBtzatlon to Frogrees
tqwarats tbe achl,evefineat of, ltg obJectl.veg.

14. $hE r'Ltte- Erread coacern evoked. by the rgllre68loD of the q)rtEtng of tbe
Erlngarlaa peoXrlel shl.ch va6 so evldeDt Ln L956 baB dlrnlrl.shed. but little r'l,tb
t4e peEBage of tloe. It baE coDtlnued to be gbowa lu rnrlors way6 - ob tbe oue

nr{na, ty tire obeervatl.onB of eniaeBt statesBen of Eaay lande anil, o! tbe other,
th$ugb the conthueal e:qrreEst ons of coucerr, by BeE aad vonea la a3.L aralks of l1f,e-.,

f,lil.e coutl.nuefl concern 1e lnpreseetl utr)oo roe by the Large neber of, coEEunl.catLoDs

a-d.itresseil to me olr the probleu. Ehe6e co@rl"nicatl,oEE have i|1 receDt EoEths te.keB

t\e fom of petltloDs lrbLcb bave bee[ cl,rcu].et€dt ltl BeBy eount"J.es attd l{hlcb bave

r$eeLvetl burDerouE Blgnatures. Xhey are to be ntubef,eal aot Lrl tbousaods, but Ln

. The petltXonerg dsaw atte[tton to the r€solutl-ons of the Assenbly
the guestlon of Eungai'Xr, aEd requeEt, tbat efforts be contlaueil to Becure tbeXr

. flre requestg of tbe petttLoners coDce[trate on three naLa polnts;

) the ftoneatate re].eage q3 all polltlcat Brl.EoEers; (e) tUe wlthtirsval of
troolrgi (5) free el-ectl.oaE uniler ltntted l{atloa6 or4rerrlelon. .It Xo, of

r not Bog8Lble for Ee to acbrsr|].eiig9 lndlv!.duauy the vlrtually Llnufierable
tbat I haye reoelveal, but I roujltl !r16b to take the oFlrortudty

by thtE report to brlDg tb€m to t$e etteDtloD of tbe Aseenbly.




