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Post cLasglflcation for Geneva

-thi."d of tbe Advl

General As sesslon

1" The Advl sory Con:dttee on Adrnlnlstratlve and. Brdgetary Q,uestions has constd.ered

a note by the Secretary-Generel (A/C.l/gOl) proposlng a ctrange 1n the post
classlflcatlon of Geneva effective l- Novenber L96L, fTam class J to cl-ass 4, und er
the exlstLng systen; as fron 1 Januaty L962, the correspond.lng cl.a,sslfl c€,tion under

the new system voirJ-tl be cLa.ss 1.
2. ltre Advisory Comrlttee notes that the proposed reclasslflcatlon vou-ld gi ve

rise to addltionaL expend iture s 1n 1961 estluated. at $11+, OOO u:rd.er sectLon I and

$21400 und.er section 20, but that the Secretary-GeneraL lrou}d. ured ertake to meet thls
e:rpense lrltblr the l-inlts of the rerrlsed estlaates already approved for 1!61 Uy

the l"ifth Conalttee in first readlng on 4 October l!61, Eol,rever, the l!62 costs,
estinated. at $1C8, O0O r:nder section J and $20r 4OO und.er sectlon 20, lrould. require
ad.d.1tl ona1 alpropriatl-ons r::rder theee tvo sectloos ln these a.nounts.

t. TIle Secretary-General-r s proposal is rootivated. by tbe novement of the special-

Geneva cost-of-livlng lnd.ex for interaatlonal clvil servants which, ln accordance

wlth a p1q! approved. by the rktr'erb Connlttee on Post Adjustnents (ECPA)rfl has been

prepared. by the Swlss Fed.eral Statlstl-cal Offlce and issued- by the ILo Statlsijlcal

L/ ECPA, a standlng conolttee conslstlng of slx outsld.e expelts, va6 established
by the ACC, ln accord.ance vith a suggestlon by the L956 Salary Revlev Coomittee
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Servlce. fhls speclal- lnd.ex, vhl ch nas flrst put lnto effect ln October 1960,
stood at ll-tt . J ( a nlne-months average of }l:2.2) ln l,{arch L96l- and. reached LL8.2
(a nlne-nonths averege of Lt5.7) 1n September, thu6 fu]-fllL:t ng the requlreneDts
for reelasslflcatlon to the Dext cl_ass.

4. lhe Ad-vleory comlttee vou.ld. caLL ettentlo! to the fact tbat the above speclaL
1nd.ex.lnc1ud.eo a speelal- component to lreasure the ooveltent of rental_6 pald by
Lnternatlonal offlclals and that thls moveeent hae been merked by a partlcuJ.arly
steep 

"lse 1n recent tlmes, Nevertheless, the ILO has stated. that, even 1f aLL
rents had. reEalned. qgcherged between l{erch and septenber, the nlne-nonth average
vould have been IL5.5
,. In these clrcunsteinces, the Dlrector-General of WEO, vho had autbority to
chenge the classlflcatlon by adrn-t nlstratlve acti.on, J.ntrod.ucert claes 4 a6 fron
I November bec€,u6e IIEO does not apply such changes retroactlve\r. Oe the other
hs,nai, the Goveraing Body of the ItO, lrhich met on 2J antt 24 Novenber l!61, approved
a cbange 1n the ceneva Bost el-asslfl c€.tlon as fron 1 Septedber L961 to clase 4
ln the oLd system, a^Ed. to class L lD the nev systen as from J_ Jemrary 1!62.
6. Partl cular\r, 1n vlev of the fact that the present proposal-s vould brlng the
b€,se clty of the comon systen above the base ]-eve]- of tbe ner,r sa1a.ry eeheme

Just approved. by the Genera1. Asserft\r tn resolutloo 1658 (XVl ) of 28 Novenber AJ6L,
even before that nev scbeme went lnto operatlon, the Ad.vlso1y Comrn.i ttee has felt
ce,Iled upon to exanlne close\r tbe evidence subndtted ln thls case.

7. It rnay be recal.1-ed that, prior to October 1960, the index used. for the
purpose of detenolnlng the Geneve. d-uty statlon ad Jugtments vas the Geneva Cantoral-
index, vhl ch va6 the only one avall-E,ble, Eowever, an e:(anl.natton of data on

chenges 1n prices palcl for good.s and ser'rlces by lnternatlon'al offi cial-s durlng the
pertod. January ]L956 to the l,a.st quarter of lgjg reveal-ed- that the cost of l-:tving
of these offLcials ln Geneva had., 1n fact, lncre8 sed. nlore than the lncrease
shown by the Geneva ind.ex. Accordlngly, for reasons er,eLE.lned lD detall- 1n its
report on 1ts second. se66ioD In May L96O.U EC?A ce,ne to the concluslon that the
Cantonal- Lnd.ex was oot 6ult€,b].e for the purpose of d.eterninlng lost adJustnents
and thot 'tlrcediate steps should be take! to estabLlsh a opeclal ind.ex appropriate
for meesurlng changes ln the cost of l1vlng of !rofe661ons,l- staff of Lntelnatlons,]-
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2/ Officla1 Records of the General Assenbly, Ei.fteenth Se6sion, Amexes, agenda
lten 49, d.ocument A/C.j/8L6, auex J_, paras, 24-28,
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agencl-es 1n Genevalr. To thls end, ECPA nade the fo]'lovlng maln reconmendetions:

(f) tne s1^rlsB Fed era]. offlce of Statl etlcs ehould be asked- to a66une respoEslbiJ-lty

for cortrptltng a specl-a]- lndex for lnteroatlonaL clvil servants; (ff ) the Geoeva

welgbtlng patlern 14! d.eveLoped. as a resul-t of a study of the relo,tlonshlp of
the coBt of ].ivlng for Lnten@tlonal offlclals 1n New York compared. nlth Geneva ln
January 1p!6, provld.ed a sultable basLs for the speclal lndex; (it1) prtces
collected for the CantonaL lndex ulght be used. where appropriate, but shoul-d be

suppl-enented. by add itloaal- prlces, a6 needed, to provlde an ad.eqriate fepresentation
of ltens purchased. by interuatloral- offlcle].sj (fv) tne rent counponent of the

speclal lndex should be d-esigned. to measure changes ln 
"eDts 

of dr.{elllngs actually
occupled by iDtern8tional- offi cLaLs at successlve dates.
B. Ir0 lts reporb on lts thlrd sesglon (h-7 Apdl- L96L) (A/\B2t/aaa.z, para. 12),

ECPA 6tated. that it hsd revleved the report eut'nltted by the lrternatlonal
Labour Offlce on the steps taken to i mFl-enent the ebove reconmendations and.

e)q)ressed. Lts satisfaction thet the ftrlss Federal Office of Statlstlcs had egreed

to assla€ the responslblllty for the conpllatlon of tJ:e special lnd.ex and.

rapproved. the pLao for the speclal- lnd.ex, as set forth tn the reporttr.

9. Dee Ad.vlsory Comittee understaads that ttle ple,lx has been subsequently

subrDltted to and. approved by the ACC. It nLshes to stre6s, hovever, that lelther
ECPA nor the ACC have had any occeslon to exanlne l:: detall the actuaL resu-Ltlng

flgureE conqliled. by the Interratlonal- Labour Offlce end the Sr.'l-ss Federal Offlce
of Statlstlcs. fnd.eed., the bud.getary LEplicatLoas of the adoptlon of the specLaL

lndex are of such na€Fltude as to have varranted. prior subuission to these

bodleB and. the GenereL Asseobly. In thl-s regard., the Adrrisory Co'nrn'l ttee has been

lmlressed by the fact that, whereas the speciaL index lncreased by ! per cent

between October 1p5o and. october 1961-, the Cantonal- lndex 
"ose 

by lese than
2 per cent over the same perLod.

l-O. The Advisory CcEmlttee also cennot overl-ook the lnconslstency wl-th the ccmmon

system reeultlng from the d.ecislon of the ILO and WEO to approf/e and lnp!-ement

changes 1n the poBt cLasetficAtion of Geneva vithout ad eguate consultatlon irlth the

2/ mta.t p6ra ' 20. It nay be noted that thls relgbtl.ng pattern folLovs cl-oee\r
the CPI Index for Nerr York goynllleat by the Udted States Bureau of le,bor
Statl stlcs e,nd coEsid.ered sul-tabl-e by the oeneral Assenbly for detereinlng the
post classlflcatlon of New York,
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United. l[atlons. fhis actlon $ou.Ld. appear a11 the more unforturate at a tlme vhen,

desplte great flnanclal- strlngency, the GeneraL AssembJ-y, partly because of the
presslng requests of the specialJ.zed agencles, hae approved. an increese of
7 to 17 per cent 1n the salaries and. allorances of the internatlonal" staff" Slnce

the GeneraL Asoenbly has been ln sesslon shce 18 September, the Adrrlsory
Conmittee vould. have been 1n a posLtlon to cor]slder the change 1a the post
classiflcatlon of Ceaeva sfun:ltaneous\r ri"lth a sirnll€,r change for Nev lork rshlch

i.ras approved. 1n October.

Conclusion

11. Itx splte of 1ts Berlous reservetlons as to the tlrnJng of the proced.ules that
have beell follorred., the Advisory Corolttee, ln vle}I of the fact that the nain
Geneva-based. agencles have already ctanged the post cla,sslflcation of Geneva,

vould., on bal-ance, refraln froa recormendlng any nodlflcatlon of the proposals of
the SecretarXr-General to effect a stulLar change for the Unlted Nations staff ln
that ctty.
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