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Salarles of Jud.ges of the International Court of Justice

-fourth rt of the Ad.vls Comittee on Adll1nlstratlve

1. The Advlsory Connlttee on Adminlstratlve s,nd Bud-getary Questlons has consld.ered.

the report of the Secretary-General (A/C.51876) brlnging cer"taln relevant data
tol the attention of tbe Gener.al Assembly, for sucb ectlon as lt oay d.eerc flt,
coF.cernlng a possible upward. reulsion of the salarles of the Jud_ges of the
Internatlonal Court of Justice at The Eague.

?,'. The pertlnent facts vouLd appeer to be as follovs:
ll (a) There has been no change in the remuneratlon of the Jud.ges since I-t vas

J.agt revised by the Generel Assenbly fn f)JOr! nor has the questJ.on l""! ruof.r.a?/
sltce that tine;

(t) Aetween 1!!O and 1960 the officlal- Netherl-ands cost-of-1ir.ing lndex bas

r:lben by 16 per eent and the ve1€hted uu.*Uu! of all- post adJustnents paid at
diiffereat duty stations throughout the world wlfl have lncreased by Bcne 2! per cent
by'1 January l-96e;

or post ad.Justment payuents to eompensate for rises In the cost of llvtng.
Tlxere 1s no nachinery for the perlodlc revlev of the galarles of the Judges
as there 1e ln the case of Unlted Nations staff in general, excludlng the
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/n) Ther" ts errl ri ence that in a \,rlde yange of out€ld.e occupations ttrealtt\"/
incomes have been augnented.r 1'e. 'Ehere have been increases in the purchasing trlover

cf salaries over and. above compensation for rises in the cost of li-l'Lne.

t. Cr the basls of the a,bove facts, the Secretary-General- suggestB the folloldng:
(") It seems evident that the Unlted lVatlons, no less than the Goverrnents

of Menber States in the c6,se of their ot"rc national Jud.ges, must from tihe to tlue
revl-ev ttre sal-aries of the Judges of the Internatiooal Courti

(l) Broadly speaklng, 1t nay be said that nerely to restore the 'rreal" value

(1.e. purehasing poorer) of the renuneration of the Judges to its 1950 level would.

require an increase of some J0 per cent;
(") fn addltlon, the ceneral Assembly qieht k{sh to conslder the posstbil-tty

of na,klng sone proralslon to ensure that, betveen revl.evs of the tase sal€.ry ltself,
the purchasing ?ower of the Ealaries ls nalntalned at a reasonably constant

J.eveJ-, by means of sone forn of post ad Justnent pay&ent to compensate for lncreases

1n the cost of Llving.

E16tory of the present scale of remuneratlon

)+. fhe emoluments of the Judges were orlg:ina]-ly establlshed by the General

Assembly Ln I)\6 on the basis of a report by the Preparatory Connisslon of the

Unlted NationsS/ vhich stated that the enoluments should. bF sucb as to guarantee

the absolute independence of tbe Judges and to rend.er the offi ce s,cceptable to the

most eninent of tb.e persons qualified, in accoxdance with Artl cJ-e 2 of the Statute

of the Court.A In tlrl s 
"egard, 

the Comission enphaslzed- that rtthe rea]. valueg

Penoanent Court of

latter perlod the

6f tne salar1es7 6haLL not be .l-ess than that of those of the judges of the

Interna,tlonal Justice durLng the perl)d Lgt6'I919". During the

od tbe remuneratlon of members of the Peruanent Court vas )+5ro00 guilders.

Taklng into accou::t that the purchasing pover of the Netherl-ands gullder had

4/ Report of the Preparatory Cormlsston of the Unlted Nations (rC/Zo) ' chapter V,
6ec-blon J,

5/ nrticfe 2 reads: "TLLe Cour-t sha]-l be conlosed of a body of Ladependent Judges,
elected regardless of thelr natlonal-ity faom among persons of h18h noral
character, lrho possess the quali fi catl ons requlred in their reBpectlve countrles
for appolntnent to the hlghest judiclal. offices, or are jurlsconsufts of
recognized. competence 1n lnternational law."

I
{

b/ i. e. purchaslng power,
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Speclal al-Lowanee
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zl
db(feased by approxlnately 20 per cent slnce I9j9, Lt vae agreedf/ accor&ing1y that
thdl annual salarles of the memberB of the Internatl ora]- Court should be flxed at
5l+,1p00 Nethexlends gullders (correspond.lng in L91r6 to Po,t5o), vhi ch represented
a Qb per cent lDcrease ovex the norrina]- sa].arl.es of the Judge6 of th.e Pernanent

Cpqft. }x addLtlon to thls tlxed base salaryr the follor,rlng allolranees vere

Friiy,Bble:

(")

 rb)

a maxlmrm of I a\ nnn tr

,, As a aesu-l'b of tbe devaluatlon of &aDy currencles in Septemb er 1949, +,be

General Assenbfy 1n l-950 revlewed. the enoh:ments of the Judges end declded

heqcefortb to express tbe emoluments concerned. 1n terne of US d.o1Iars,

Besolution )+74 (V) of 15 Dece6ber 1!!O establlshed. the fo]-lowing scale:

.[p
20, 000

/
l+' 8oo

Amual- salar3' 20, 000

Al-f-ovance equivalent to $rO for every day
o! which he acts as Pi:esl-dent up to a

Allowance of 1oO gulLters ($r7) to
the Vice-Presldent for every day
on whLch he acts as Presld.ent utr to

naxlmlm of

gther members:

,r ooo

Annual saIary . 20, o00

Ad hoc Jud.ge6 alpolnted. 1n accord.ance $'j.th Artlcl-e tL of the
Statute of the Court:

Al-l-orl'ance of $Jl for each day on vhlch they exerclse their
functlons, plus a da1ly eubslstence all-orrance as provlded
for ln the Trave1 and Subslstence Regulatlons of the
}rte ruatl ona]. Court of Justlce.

General Assembfy resolutlon 19 (I) of 5 Fetruary 191+5.
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It !r1l-I be noted that thls seale represerts, generelly speaking, the actual dol1ar
equivalent ln 1950 of the gullder amounis established ln 1p46.

6. There ha€ been no ehange 1n this scale of renuneratlon 6lnce.

Re1etlonship wlth the salarles of the Registry of the Court

7. One of the elements nentloned in tbe yeport of the Secretary-General
(e/C.5/816, para.. 1) 1n support of a revlefi of the emohments of the Judges is the
rel-ative d-eterioratlon ln the posltlon of tbe Judges vls-d-vls the Reglstry of
the Court. Aathough the Advlsory Conndttee agrees r"dth the Secretary-General that
there 1s no d.ire ct connexl-on betveen safarles of Unlted Natlons 6'Laff and the
salarles of the Judges, the General- Assernbly nlght wlsb to note that when it fixed.

a Jud.ge t s sa1e,ry et $2Or 00O in l-950 the reLa,tlonshlp thus establlshed r'/as Buch

that the sal.ary of a Jud.ge r,ras 6li per cent hlgber than that of the Registrar. To

restore thls relatlonshlp 1n respect of 1961 salarles, it wouLd be necessary to
increase the Jud.gee t Ealarles by s l1ghtly nore than l1 per cent, to F6r21+O bu-r,, lf
the p"oposals for the Secretarlat salarles In L962 are accepted by the General

Assembfy, at lts curreat sesslon, the l-ncrease requlred. to restore the xelationst[Lp '

as 1n J-!JO vould be \1 L/2 per cent, whl ch lrould. glve an annual salary of $28,?OO"

tlons of the Lncrease ln the cost of Nether]-and-s slnce
Tevalu€,ti on of the NetherLand.s ln].

B, It Ls stated. in paragraph 7 of the Secretary-General-r s report that the
cost-of-ILvl-Dg lndex 1n the Netherlands has risen by J6 per cenl between t95O and

L}6O,Y! an amount vhlch correspond.s closely to the 35 per cent lncrease ln

9/ !he Unlted lvatlons Monthly 3u1Lt1n of Strt shovs the rtrse 1n the cost of--.-"':""'-:lllrlng 1]1 the NetherfaDds slnce 1950 as fol-l-ows:

1950 - 89

1952 - l-0o
L95t - ]ao
1954 - r.o4.^/.ry)> - ruo
Lgr6 - LOB

LgrB - nT
1 oqo - l 10
.^/.^ryou - I<I
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trn, Unlted Natlone cost-of-llvlng lndlces at rcary d.uty statiotrs lndi cate that
qlice lplO there niay be sal-d to have been lncreases of the ord.er of

1O,r15 per "uot.g It ./ould- therefore appear 'r,hat the lxeeent J.eveJ. of Judgest

saf.arlee no longer meets the standards propounded by the Freparatory Comllss1on,

and accepted" by the General- As senbly In A)\6, (see para. 4 above ).
9., Moreover, the reval-uation by 5 per cent of the Netherl-ands guild.er ea,T1y ln
tr96t:v' has hed the effect of reducing stlt-l further the purchaslng povei of the

dof-lar selaries ln respect of that portlon of lncome converbed lnto Netherlands

cuireney,

Methods of poBBtb]-e ad..l ustnent

10" Should the Gene raL Assernb\r declde that some lncrease 1n the Judges I salaries
lsl called for to take into account the decl-ine ln real purchasLng polter.. sone

attention digbt be Blven to the fundamental assumptlone on vhi ch such aq adlustment

doe]-d. be based-. In calcu-Leting the appropriate level of the emolumente as

establlshed 1n lp)O, a purely theoretical h;4:othesls vas adopted accor.d.ing to lrbi ch

!O' per cent of a Jud.ge I s salary Has d.eened. to be spent at The Fague end 50 per cent
.- I

at the 1950 base statlou 61' Ilslr ys1g.*g ftus. lt llas consi-dered. that the

eipproprlate J.eveJ- of a Jud.ge t o salary rouId. be the equlvaleut of aveaage total net

ri'eFunerletlon paid at that tlme to As6lstant Secretarles -General, 1.e. &23r5OO.

Eotever, since it was assrmed that Judge8 wou]-d spend. one half of thelr sa1ary ln
Ihd Eaeue where the cost-of-livlng lndex vlas then JO per cent belov the Nev York

base 1evel, err Erount of $2O, OOO net lras fegard.ed. as more appropriate. f,he l-a,tter
8lnorxlt was d.eemed. to conslEt of:
=:-
9/ This refers to lncreaseB at a number of speclfic duty statlons. The tncrease

ln the velghted everage of all- post adJustments at the differeDt duty statlons
ls expected to be 25 per cent by 1 January 1!62.

The exchange rate of the gulJ-der was altered. fron $USl- = ,.BO G to
$Usl : ,.60 G.

Under the terns of the Statute of the I::t e rnatl onal- Court, Judges are not
obllged tc reslde the lrhole year at Tbe Eague and in practice do not do so.
fhey therefore have erq)enses both at The Eague and. at thei" prLnclpal places
of resldence ,

sl
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$
A "base" (1.e. New York) elerrent LL,75o

A "Eague" el-ement of $tl-r 750 nlnu6 Jo pe]' cent 8,25O
* *r2/

IL. In the ligbt of circumstances as they actrnlly obtain, 1t n1.ght lu ll"ro.r.O
tfiat that part of the l-atter a6sr,&ption, accord.ing to whi ch one half of the
sal,ery ls taken to be spent ln Nev York, has no real_ basis ln fact. Thus, Meubers

of the Courb reside ln a varlety of countrles at,ay frc'n the Netherland.s during
perlods lthen tbey are not partlctlating 1n the Courb's proceedings. If this
reasoning ls accepted., tbe 50-50 bas16 mtght be neintai-ned for practlca]. purloses,
but 1t would be more 1n keeplng rrlth the facts to appfy to the rrnon-Eaguerr portion
the weighted average of aIL post adJustnent lncleases slnce 1950, vhlch 1s

expected. to be of the order of 2! per cent by L Jamnry I)62.
L2" There is a thlrd poss1bl11ty, rrhl ch recognlzes that a breakdot'n betveen tlne
6pent at The Eague and el-sevhere can at best only be very approxlnate, since
the detemlning factor is the number end. l-ength of the cases ln vhich a Judge 1s

lnvolved 1n any pertlcular year. It nlsht therefore be consid.ered a more

approprlate nethod slnply to prorlde an over-a]-l increase ln total- base sa1ary to
compensate for the general rlse 1n the coet of living since l_950. On thls basls,
the exlstlng sa1ary of a Judge ml ght be lncreased by 25 per cent, betng the
weighted average rise 1n alJ- post adJustments slnce 1950.

11. Shoul-d the General Assernb\r deslre to ad.opt one of the above approaches, the
effect ln monetary tems of the above three posslbil-:Lties nay be stated ae

follows :

Tbe salary vas establlshed. on a net besis, and consequently not subject to
sta,ff assesgment. As a rDe,tter of 1!tere6t, hovever, tt &ay be said that .cne

gross equivalent u!.d.er the exls'clng Unlted Natlons staff assessment schene of
the net figure of $20, OOO woufd have been sone $fr,ooo.

:

(

I
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$(r) fte "base" (i.e. Nera york) el-enent of $l-r,750
woul-d, to retaln lts,.real_ value, !e increased
by J5 per cent io r) r ooL,

r_1,840

di"7r

ot lirriog 
"hourd bu "orpeffi ltr

The to'bal- base sa1ary of $2O,OOO 
.would be q

lncrea.sed by 25 per cent (ltkely velghted
e.verage rlse by 1 January 1962 tn al-l_ post
adjustments since 1!)o) Z:2)aac,-l

al lhe use of this ra-te of exchaage vould. coapensete for the effec'Ls of tbej; revaluatlon of the letherlands gull-der in ea"1y 1961.
p-l See foot-no'Le l-2 abo-,,re. Grose equlvalents u1d.er (.), (t) and (c) li,oo]-d. r..."i-i been d;45,600, $41r,250 ano.$4t,eo6 ,u"pe.tirrefy- -* t-' 

I

(ff ) fhe "Eague" elenent of $Bra5o (ytefoing
51,J!0 gullders ln 1p!O) vouJ-d, to retu,irr 1ts
real val-ue, be increaSed by J6 per cent to
\2,6t6 g:jrl,Lders vhich at 1.60 gultders ro trre
d.o11arrY equals

(r) on modlfled to take a.ccount
of the fact that the efenent" 1s 1n fact

various countries
(r ) Tr.ro l,-ca ar a'a?.+ ^r\-/ -' $11,750 vould. be lncreased.

by 2l per cent, being the llke1y rise by
I January L962 Ln the lrei.ghted average of al.L
post adJustnents slnce 1950 .

(ii) .+s in (a) (rr) ar:ove

;A-."N
(c) q14" 

"s
ol tha'b the AeneraL rise ln the ccst

be reasonabl-e j.n the clrcuns,cances. For the guidance of ,che As seilbl-y ia
ving at its decisicn, the Advisory Contr'.ittee has exanined the d.a,ca 

lubuittedt'""
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and, iD so&e ca6es has elicited. additionaL lnfo].matloni its factual flnd.ings have

been glven above " shoutd tbe Assembly conclud.e that an increase 1n the 6al€.rie5

of tbe Jud.ges ls calLed for, the Adri so4a Coruolttee, for the reasons stated ln
paragraph 1-2 abovp, wou]-d be incllned to favour the nethod at (c) in paragraph l,,
vlth a pro rata increase l-n the speclal- allov'ances payabl-e to the Pre6ld.ent,

Vlce-Presldents and ad. boe Judges (excludlng subsistence allowances ).
L5. trn paragraph 9 of the Secretary-Gener-alr s report, lt 1s suggested that tbe

General As.senbly ml gtrt wish to conslder the posslblllty, 1n tLle case of the

remu:eeratlon of the Judges2 of EaklDg scme provlslol] akln to the poet ad.Justment

system as appll cable to the regul-ar lnternatlonal staff. The Advisory conrrittee

would recall that the Judgeo t emoluments are sul generlg and were establlshed by

the General Assenbly outslde '6lle context of the coamon system of sal€,rle s and

all-owances. fn.parttculer, no fona of post adiustment has been payabl-e to the

Judges ln the past aEd the ccrnlttee vould. therefore refraj.n fron any coDment at

this tlme,

j




