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UNITED NATIONS CONFEREI{CE ON THE I{TJMAN EWIRONMENT

Location of the prolosed envi"onment secretariat

Report by the Sec retary-General

1,. The United. Nations Conference on the Ihman lf,rvironment agreed that the qqestjon
of the physical locaticn of the environnent secretariat whose establishment was
reconrnended in its resoluticn on institutional and financiaf arrangenents (4/8?83,
anncx) sl-culd bc lefr open for future consideration by the Ccnerer .A ssernbly and that
rL-6 .ra1F6i.y, _46,6-.-t ^. Lrre Ccnf,.rcnCe Sf.O,lld be rF. ,trs.ad lll nr orFrlr q faCLUaL
report on al-l l-ocations fornally offered., either at the Conference itself, or
within 30 days after the closure of the conference (i.e, by 16 July L972). l/

?, In add-ition to proposals to locate the environment secretariat in Nev York
or Geneva, where the principal Unlted Nations facilities are situated, offers
vere reeeived to provide for the physical location for the secretariat from the
Governments of Austria, Cyprus, India, Kenya, 14a1tan Mexico, Monaco, Spain,
Ugantia and. the United Kingdorn of creat Britain and Northern lreland.

3. The Sec"etary-General sent to those Governments vhich offered to be host to
the proposed environment secretariat a questionnaire which contained a number
of questions on which it was possible to provide factual information. The
questionnaire vas also sent for information to the Government s of Switzerland- and
the United States of America.

4. The Government of Mexico, in a l-etter dated 6 October 1972, indicated to
the Conference seeretariat that it would. not press its offel to be host to the
proposed. environment secretariat. The Goverrunent of Spain informed. the secretariat,
in a note dated. 6 Septenber 1972, tlnat it would be interested in providing the
headquarters for the proposed environment secretariat onl-y if the General Assembly
r"ere to decide in principle that it should be located outside New Yo"k or Geneva.

7r-)o)o\

A/CONT'.48/14 and Corr.I, part three, sect. X.C.



A/BTB3/Add.1
llnglish
Page 2

The Government of Uganda, in a note dated 11 July 1972, reconfirmed its offer
to host the proposed secretariat. The othex Governr:rents to which the
quesbionnaire was addressed provided rellies lo the questions therein. The
Oovernnent of Sliitzerland and the United States of Arnerica both wrote to the
Conferenee secretariat expressine the.ir supporl for the location or the proposed
environment secretaxiat at the United lilations offices in theia reslective
countries.

5. The questionnaire, and- the coverin€j note sent itith it, are reproduced in
annex f. Replies received to the questions asked about office and conference
premises, secretariat facil"ities and s.pecia]. facilities offered by the Governnent
of the host country, are prcsented in summary form r'.n annex I1, together Lrith
related information L/ith respect to New York and Geneva. No att enpt was made
to summarize the replies to questions on living conditions, taavel facilities,
access to Government s and non-United liations international or6ganizations, and
access to infornation media, since the nature of the data provided in answer
to these questions is sueh that it is difficult to make useful cornparisons. Tt
shoul-d be noted, hovever, that the replies received to these questions indicated
that the facil-ities would be adequate in alf the locations andr in particular,
that no restrictions woufd be placed upon travel to a.nd from any of the host
countries in connexion with the r,rork of the secretariat.

6. For the purposes of estimating as accuratefy as possible the budgetary
aequixements for I973r it has been assr-ured that the environment secretariat
could be located in Geneva at its present location vhere connon faciLities would
only have to be supplemented as warranted. In order to provide the General-
Assembly with some indications of the ord.er of ma6nitr"de of ludgetary
requirements at alternative locations, the major factors to be taken into acccunt
in estimating such requirements for each proposed location are shown in tabular
folm in annex 1II. In view of the short time invclved and the mrmber of
Locations being considered, it was not possible to establish precise estimates
for each proposed location; indeed, the .last reply to the questionnaire was
received. as late as l-3 October 1972.

7. The General .{ssembly may }rish to eonsj.der the following questions in
connexion with the subject of the location of the proposed. en"rironment secretariat:

(a) Should the secretariat be located. (i ) at one of the principal- ofCices
of the United liations (i.e. Nev york or Geneva) or (ii) elsewhere?

(b) If it is decid.ed. that the secretariat be located at one of the r:rincir:al
offices of the United lrlatinn< <h^r,ld ir h- fi\ New York or (ii) Geneva?

(c) ff it is decid.ed to locate the secretariat outside one of the
principal offices of the United l{:tions, what further information, if any, will
the General Assernbly require in order to reach a decision on the location?

8. In connexion vith the last question, it night be useful to bear in mind that a
conprehensive survey of al-l- of the p-oposed locations, including visibs to each,
could be compfeted in tine eor pl-esentation to the General Asse'nbly at jts tventy-
eighth session or to the proposed- governing council should the Generaf Aqqpm}l v
so d.ecide.



A/OloJ/AO.a._L
Engli sh
Annex I
Page 1

ANNEX I

Ar+-e_g-t_fql!gi e _"]f_!!e__19!g! ion of the proposed envirolment secretariat

The United l\trations Confereiice on the Huran Environnent (Stockholm,
\-l 6.rrnF lQ72) adonl-,ecl a reso.Iution on institut,iona-L and fina,ncial arraneements
which recornnends o anong other things, the establishment of a smaIl envirorrment
secretariat within the United Nations. The question of the focation of the proposed
secretariat was considered by the Conference, which however, decided that the natter
shoulct be left for consiri.eration by the General Assembly. In order to facilitate
this consideration, and as requested by the Conference' the Conference secretariat
ie tn nrenarc a fa.trral fan^l-+ ^n 

,r'1 I I^.el-.innq f.rr--AlIv offercd either at therr vv vf uvor L

Conference itself or subsequentty within 30 days of its closure (i.e- by
15 July f9?2)" The questionnaire contained in this annex has been designed to
obtain the inforrnation required to prepare such a report.

In addition to proposafs to locate the environment secretariat in the New York
or Geneva areas, rn'here the principal United ltrations facifities are now situated'
offers to provide a location for the secretariatu made either at the Conference
itself or within the ensuing 3O-day period, have been received fron the Governments
of Austria, Cyprus, India, Kenya, Ivlalta, lvlexico, Monacou Spain, Uganda and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern lreland.

The questions included in the fol-lowing list are related to matters on which
it is possible to provid.e factual information lrhich vil-1 be of assistance to the
ceneral Assembly in reaching a decision on the location of the proposed envj.rorutrent
secretariat. It should be pointed out, however, that the General Assenbly vi11
presr..mably wish to take into account certain cther factors vhich cannot .be precisely
reflected in the forrn of questions, For example, the Assembly may wish to consider
the need for the new environment secretariat to have the cfosest possible vorking
relationships vith other United ltra.tions bodies active ln the environmentaf field'
as vefl as with other major centles of scientific, technological and educational
activities. It may atso wish to note that a small secretariat r,ri}l require the
maximum possible flexibility in its operations, in that it uould need to vork
through ad hoc task forces or working groups vhich wou.ld, period-ica11y and at
irregrl-ar intervals, inerease its demands on office and conference facilities well
beyond nornal requirenents. Fr'irthermcre, in considering the couLparative costs of
diffexent locations, the General Assenbly nay wish to assess not only the cost of
the secretariat ancl its supporting services lut also the cost of travel to the
various locations by representatives of Governments and United Nations bodies that
wil} have to participate in meetings organized by the secretariat at ibs
haalln,r't^l-arc othpr seneral criteria of this nature may also be considered'

The corrference secretariat would alpreciate receiving the answeTs to the
following questions accompanied by as much detail as possible, together vith any

other inforination or c oflrn;nt s $rhich may be ccnsidered relevant " by B September 1972.
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1" In uhat city is it proposed. to acconmodate the ne!,r en"ironment
secretariat ?

2. Is a specific site envisaged? (If so, provide details. )

3" Is the building afTeady constructed, in construction or to be constructed?
If nol. alTeady co.rsLruccedJ please indicate expected date of complelion.

l+. what is the approximate office space in square meters or square feet?

5" What would be the range of rental costs, if any?

a r'^hf6}^h-a nFAm i cac

1. Do conference haI1s already exist in the proposed office or in a separate
building?

2. i,iill conference halls be constructed? (If so, what is proposed?)

C. Secretariat facil i Li es

1. Equipment

(a) Please conment on the local supply of office equiprnent such as:
typevriters, photocopying machines" telephones, desks and fiJ-ing
cabinets, etc "

(b) llhat are the servicing facilities for the above equipment?

(e) r.^Ihat is the cost of efectricity per kitoltatt ?

2. Cornmunications

(") What j.s the cost of cabl-es (i) to ltew York; (ii) to Geneva?

(b) What is the cost of long distance telephone cal1s for 3-ninute
conversations (i) to New York; (ii) to Geneva?

(") Pl-ease cor0nent on the availability and ccst of telex links vith
New York and C eneva -
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3. other secretariat servrces

(a) What access is there to comput er faciLities?

(b) What is the availability of printing services in English, French
and Spanish?

4. Conference services

(") What sound systems would be availab]-e in conference hal-fs?

(b) What facilities exist for local servicing of such equilment ?

(c) hat services are available loca1.Iy for tlenslation from and into
the officiaf languages of the United. Nations?

(d) What interpretation services are available l-ocall-y from and into
the officia] languages of the United Nations?

(.) What is the approximate cost of translation and interpretation
services, if avail-abl-e?

5. Local staff

(a) Could. the following staff be avail'abLe focafly for ltork in Engl-ish,
tr'rench or Spanish:

- clerks 
"

- shorthand typists '
- maint enanc e technicians,

- genera'I maintenance staff (cleaners' messengers, guards, etc")'

(b) Pl-ease provide approxinat e salary costs for this staff'

n r i.'i nd ^^h,li+i^hc
=_:_:-1E__:::i 

:i:

l-. Please conment on the availability and nedian prices of acconmodation

(") In villas or apartment s in high-price areas;

(b) fn vilfas or apartments in rnedir:m-price areas;

(") rn apartments in 1ow-price areas'
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2, Hov many fi"st and. second-class hotel rooms are available in the area
(please indicate average prices in each caregory/.

3" Medical sexvices

(") Are physicians and dentists easily available 1oczrl1y?

(bl How nany and what type of hospitals in the area could accept
United Nations staff nenbers ?

ll, Schools

(a) What educational faeilities are avaifabl-e to staff members

- at the primary level?

- at the secondary level?

- in col]eocs cn.l rrniwarcitiae?

(b) Is school-ing in languages other than that of your country available?

5. Recreationaf and cu]-tural facilities

Pl PA sc rrrnridF some conments.

.Ei . trave-i- fac r_Lr"taes

1" Is there an international airport in the vicinity?

2. How many flights per week (or per day) are presently operating for
destinations in:

| 1l Ar r].ca;

(ri ) Asia:

( iii ) Europe;

(i") Latin Americai

(") North America.

3. What restrictions, if any, wouJ,d appfy to travel to and fron the host
country and tenporary residence in the host country by United Nations
staff mer0bers, by representatives of any State Menber of the United
Nations, its agencies and its organs, or by any other official- visitor
to the environment secretariat ?
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I. Access to non-United ons inL onal zat ions

1. Please provide a rist of diplomatie mis sions,/embassi es in your country '

2. Please also provide a list of non-United Nations international
crganizations nith offices in your country'

G. .Access to media

1. Please tist J-ocal and foreign information media actjve in the area
( especially major press services).

2- P1ease provide details on the availability of foreign publications and'

nerdspapers in the area.

Special facil-ities offered by the host Governnent

l. What contribution, if any, would the host Government make to the
secretariat towards meeting renta], furniture and equipment costs"
a nr'l r:ei ntPnP nne exnenses?

2. Would currency restrietions be waived in respect of fins'ncial
transactions conducted by the environment secretariat?

3, Pl-ease conment on the privifeges and irnmunities that could be granted
to the environment secretariat and its staff'

I.

1{
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ANNEX 11

Replies to the questionnaire vere received. from the Governments of Austria,
Wprus, India, Kenya, Malta, Monaco and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland. These replies are sur:marized be1ow. As regards the location
of the environment secretariat in Geneva or New York, whele comon United Nations
facilities and services are available, the conditions applicable wouLd be the s ame

as foT other offices located in those areas.

t. Office premises and conference facilities

(") Austria (vienna): Provisiona] office space could be available without
AfaV ffin l"q"/78 vhen the secretariat's permanent headquarters could
be established in the ttuN-City" area. Office alld. confeTence hal1 rental
costs during the provisional period tould be paid by the Austrian
Government ' A1I necessary conferenee premises vould be available
.i *^r.: -+^ r.,rr@qur4LsrJ.

(b) Cyprus -(\ico:;ia) 
: No specific site has been envisaged far the

e".rirontient seEetariat but the matter could be discussed as warra'rted
vith United Nations authorities. A building coutd be made available fol'
the secretariat" ard- conference ha1ls exist in various locations in
Nicosia. The construction of new offices and conference ball-s could be
anansed in consultation with the United Nations.

(c) India (New Delhi): Already built accorunodation of about 25'ooo sq' ft'
T, Jr*q.l.tr"s) could be provided free of cost to the environment
sentetaria.t nendinp' the const"uction of a eomplex to house United
Nations offices in Neff Delhi. It wou].d take about two years to erect
+1"^ L",.i.r ,ri h - vhi ^h vould have a floor area of at least 80 ,00O sq. ft .vrls vurrurrrai r wurLrr

(?,\l\ sq. rnetres) . Conference halls coul'd be made available
innediateJ'y.

( d,) Kenya li\aarobr,/:
in the centre of

Buildings with adequate office space could be offered
Nairobi fot almost irnrnedi ate occupency at a cost of

K.shs.1o-K.Shs.19 ($US 1. )+O-$US 2.56) per sq- ft. per month. A

complex containing several conference ha1ls is scheduled for completion
at the end of 1972.

Malt a (Va1etta): suitable acconmodation could be provided both outside
."a in"ia. vaCtta, and the Government of Malta would be prepared to
consider vaiving rentel costs. Arrangements could be made to
acconmodate conferences.

/...
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(f) !&!qcq, Temporary office space of a total area of 1,073 sq. rnetres-l--;r-
(11 "545 sq. ft') coul-d be made available free of charge in an
apartment buiJ-ding which coufd be partially converted into adequate
offices. The covernment is investigating the possibility of donating
a site on which the United Nations could construct a buil-dins. A
conference eentre in Monaco coul-d accommodate conferences of various
sizes.

/\(g) United Klngdon (London): The Governrnent of the United Kingdom would
be prepared to assist in "locating, surveying and fitting out a suitable
building on a reFayment basis". Rental costs are in the region of
160,O00 pounds ($US 389,29L) per a.nnum for space acconmodating
100 staff members. The Governnent wou-ld pay 80 per cent of the annual
rental Tate up to a naxirnum subvention of I5O,OO0 pounas (SUS 30+,953),
At present Limited accommodation for J-arge conferences is available in
T,ondon, usually on a rental basis.

2. Access to computer facilities

While Cyprus stated that no computer facilities would be available local]y,
the other Govemments vhich answered this point of the questionnaire indicated
that 1oca1 access to computers from the public o" private sectors lrou-ld be
possib.le.

3. Staffing for conferences and 1oca1 general service staff

(a) Austria: Conference servicing staff, especially interpreters and
translators, vould have to be recruited frorn outside, possibLy from
Geneva. Local general service staff working in various languages are
available in Vi enna.

(b) Qyplus: Services for translation fron and into English and l'rench are
..'.,a flrtt nclrtr r,ri+h raoord 1-n 1-hp nl-her l-hTAA l,hrrradAq 

^f 
ihF!Lr rs6qf u

Organization. No interpretation services are avail-able J"ocal-1y. Local
general service staff \^rorking in English are available, but very linited
in French. Presumably, such staff working in the other la.nguages are
not avail-able Loca1lv.

(") fndia: Interpreters are availabJ-e fron the School of f'oreign Languages,
A11 India Radio and. the Jaweharlal Neh"u University. Translation
services are lirnited to a panel- of 5O txanslators from the Indian
Nationa.I Scientific Documentation Centre. Local general service staff
rorking in English and French could be available. No data was provided
ressrdinp staff unrkino, ir ihp n+har nffinr'r'l lenorrnocs nf 1-ha

OrEanization,
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(d) Kenya: The Government of Kenya inforrned the environment secretariat
that translation vork could be entrusted to five secretarial- colleges
or bureaux. fnterpretation services are presently availabfe for
En€i1ish, French and Spanish. trocal clerical- staff working in the latter
three languages cou-ld al-so be avail-ab1e.

(.) Malta: Transfators and interpreteas are not available 1oca1ly, while
GiEI- general serviee staff working in English only vould be avaiLable '

(r) Monaco: Translators and interlreters are not available loeally and it
was suggested that such staff be recruited from Geneva or Paris. Local
general service staff vorking in Eng1ish, French and Spanish is
avail ab].e locally.

(g) United Ki.ngd.oe: English, French and Spanish translators and interpreters
are available loca11y through language agencies. Transl-ation facilities
for Russian are lirnited and very linited for Chinese. While a fev
Rrrssian interrreters could be availabl-e in London, Chinese interpreters
of international conference standard are not available. As regards
general service staff, all categories wou1d. be available 1ocal1y for
work in nnglish- Clerks and shorthand typists could be recruited
through agencies to work in Frencb and Spanish.

onatic mi ssions embassies and non ted Nations international

(l) Cyprus listed U+ aiptonatic missions/embassies in Nicosia'

(c) India listed 8l+ diplonatic mi g sions /erLbas sies and 3 non-United Nations
international organizations in New Del-hi.

(d) Kenya listed 60 diplomatic miss i or.,s/embas si e s and 23 non-Unitecl Nations
iilEin.t ional organizations in Nairobi.

(u) Austria listed 95 diplonatic miss ions/ernbas si es in Vienna and singled
orrt, among non-united Nations international organizations, the organization of
Petroleun nxporting cor:ntries and the Tnternational lnstitute fo" Applied Systen
Analysis.

Malta listed a total of 32 diplonatic rai s si ons/ernbas sies in tbe counilry'

Monaco listed \2 diplomatic missions/embassies and four non-United
Nations internationel- organlzations.

informed the secretariat that 121 d.iplomatic
and 11 non-Uirited Nations international organizations
London area,

'fhe unrted K1nAdom
mi s s i ons/ernbas sies
were located in the
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5, Special facilities offered by the Government of the host country

All Government s involvect gave assuraJrces regarding privileges and irunnities
that woui- al be granted to the environment secretariat, as well as the rcaiving of
currency restrictions, if any, in respect of financial- transactions conducted by
the environment secret ariat, Monaco" hovever, advised that they vould grant the
s ame privileges and in:mrurit i e s and financial facilities as wouJ.d be granted if
the secretariat were located in France. Contributions from the Govelnment of the
host country would consist of the following:

(") Austria: In addition to the provisional free acconnodation mentioned in
1 (a) above, the covernment of Austria wou-ld be prepared to contribute
to the costs of the permanent headquarters of the secretariat trin the
fra.lnework of the construction of permanent heedquarters for fAEA and
UNIDO, in the rLN-Cityr area, where conmon services wollld be made
ava,a-Lab-Le.

(b) Cyprus: The contribution of the Government of Cyprus "tovards meeting
the rel-evant costs and expenses" would be subJect to consultations with
United Nations authorities.

(c) India: The ?ent a1 cost of the premises woul d be partly borne by the
Governnent of the host country r and the environment secretariat would
be given facilities, concessions and considerations on the same basis
as applied for other United Nations offices located in New Delhi.

(d) Kenya: The Governrnent vould consider making a contribution torrards
rent al u furniture a"rrd maintenance expenses.

(") Malta: Referring to "the precarious financial situation in Ma1ta", the
Government advised that "it viIl be very difficult for Malta to nake
any contributions beyond considering a rnaiver on rentals. Ma1ta,
however, wou-ld be prepared to make approaches to various internationaf
organizations ruith a view to obtaining assistance towards the cost of
furniture, equipment, etc. "

(f) Monaco: The contribution vould be in the forra af free availability of
prernises and d.onation of land for the construction of permanent
quarters for the environment secretariat (see paragraph f (f) at'ove).

(g) United Kingdon: The Government is prepared to pay BO per cent of the
annual rental of the secretariat premises up to a rnaximum subvention
of 150,000 pounds and woul-d help in locating, surveying and fitting
out a suitable building on a repayment basis.
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