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Letter dated iﬁ's_e_p:teniber 1960 firom the Permanent Rg:nresenté‘bive oft
Voroeco to the Unibed Netions addressed to the Secretary-eeneral

With reference to rule 14 of the Tules of procedure of the General Assembly
and on the ihstructions of wy Govermment, I have the honour to send you an
eddition %o the explanatory memorendum sttached. to my note of 20 August 1960

| concerning the question of Mauritania. ' : |

Signed) EL Mehdi Ben ABOUD
— Permenent Representetlve
of Moroceo

to the United Nations
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ADDITION TO THE EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM O
THE PROBLEM OF MAURLTANTA

1. As the Govermment of Moroceo gees it, the dispute is essentially of a
territorial nature; that is to say, Mouritania, within the borders at present
assigned it by France, has always been an integral part of national territory.
2.  Moregver, ever since the proclsmation of Morocco’s independence on

2 March 1956, His Mejesty's Govermment has not ceased to demand that its
legitimate rights In respect of this portion of its metional territory should
be made effective, but, animated by a sincere desire to reach a negotiated
solution, it agreed to bhave recourse to a mixed border commission, and France,
on its part, concurred in that procedure.

3+ The notes which the Govermment of Morocco has dispatched since then,
vhenever France unilaterally changed the status of Mauritanls, are eloguent
in this connexion. ‘They place the Morocean terrltorial claim in clear
rerspective and deny to the Goverrment of France any exercise of competence
in respect of Mauritanian territory.

h.  For purposes of information, it is recalled that

(1) on 28 August 1956, in & note to the French Govermment, the Goverumenmb
of His Majesty the King "expressed the most explicit reservations against the
iutegration of parts of its territory into the common orgenization of the Sahara
areas under the neme of Sahara Zones of the French Republic®;

(2) On 11 November 1958, it made a strong protest against the proclemetion
off the so-called "Islamic Republic of Mauritania';

(5) On 15 December 1959, it demended the restoration of the whole of the
netional territory as internationally recognized just before the Protectorate
wes esteblished;

(4) In a Basic Memorandum to the Intermational Bank for Reconstruction and
Development regarding a loen to MIFERMA, 1t expressly invoked the rights of
Moroeco in respect of Mauritanis and denied to France the right to make
comuitments affecting the future of that territory.
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5., fThis puts the guestion of Mauritenla in its matlonal context and, Taced with
the existing threat of & falt accompll, Els Majesty's Govermment, conscious of its
rights, found itself compelled to seize the United Nabions of this problem.

{signed) DRISS M'HAMMEDIL
T Hinigter of Foreign Affalrs
of the Government of

His Majesty the King of
Morocceo
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