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bilharzia ani the enkylostcma. are so to speak endemic." The Central
Bureauls report for 1940 contuins the following observations on ‘this
subJject:

“fhese intcstinal perasitcs diminish the paysical strength
of the country. In the hope of counbteracting this loes of
physical enexgy the fellah resorts largely to the use o; opiam
and hashish as a stimulant.

The desire for drugs is egain on the increasc and this w*ll
continue until the health pfoblam hss boen solved."

The following passage frum the same revort is of interestiin conmection
with the above declaratioms:

. "The very consideradle reduction in the numbsr of selzures

at Aloxandria and likowize of denunciations to the Yolice may te

due to a decrease in the desiwze for drwis resulting from the
improvement in the economic conditions ¢f the working classes in
consequence of the abundence of employment offered by the British
naval end militory forces. I the dosire for drugs hed been in
existence to the somo cxtent 25 bofore, the demend could have been
satisfied, in spite of the closing of the maritime route, by the
large qumntitios of druprs 1m3urtod into Centra} Egypt frcm Syria

by land."

Moreover the prohibitive price"(l), 20 @ result of which the drug is

uncbtainable by poor eddicts, together with the ensrgetic measures adonted
by the Central Bureeu, have made possible the accomplishment of the Bureau®s
chief alm, pemely to save the felléh from the curse of narcctic drugs. -
The report for 19L4 stated that the demand for drugs wes no longer crecated
by agricultural labourers but by a certsin nuwrber of porsons belonging to
the middle or lower niiddle é;aeses. The following teble, which 1s taken
from the ebove-mgnticned refort, shows the progress accomplished in Egypt

in the fight apalnst the illicit traffic and drug addicticn cver the last

thirteen years:

Imprisoned Traffickers Acddicts Total
on - o

1.10.1931 4327 2882 T2C9

1.10.19k% 142 133 1575

——

e

(1) As a résult of the deétruction cémpaicn in Syria and of the seizures
in Palestine thde price .of hashish in Lgypt rose to EE lOO and that
of raw opiun to EE 120 per kg. % .
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But as the report for 1943 states:

"The country has not been cured of its desire for drugs; it
has merely had the: drugs put out of its reach; bring those drugs
cnce again within range of its purse and the country will once
again fall for them." :

The disappearance of heroin from the Egyptian merket was, s in
other count ries, a-consequence of the war,

"The:tranaportationvof heroin by;sea.becamg very difficult
as & result of the war. If the traffic in the white drug had
risen-in the same proportion as the traffic in hasiish and opium

e country would now be in a pitiful condition., Heroin reaches
us bty sea and its importation has been virtually arrested by the
war, whereas the hashish and opium reach us from Syria by land
and the importation of theso products has increased" (see Annual
Report for 1945), .

"The irmunity of -this country from heroin mania in recent
years is due to two causess : .

"The first 1s to be found in the fact that the League of

Nations hed by 1939 been very successful in controlling the

iliicit manufacture of drugs in EBurope and had taken steps to

deal with the fundamental problem of the international restriction

of opium poppy cultivation - the basic cause of drug addiction;

"The second was the war 1tself which has 1éd to the closing
of Egyptian ports during the last six years to druge of European
origin transported by sea and also to the enormous quantities

of drugs prepared in the Far E:ust in countries which had refused

to co-operate with other na*ions and to azcept League control

(see Annual Repcrt for 194%),"

This explains the big reduction in the number of seizures effected
at Alexandria since the beginring of the war; a considerable increase
in the traffic has, cn the other hand, taken place on the "eastern
front", i.e. from Port Said to Suez, in spite of the military control
of the frontiers between Syria and Palestine and betveen Syria and
Trans-cordan, This control was effected on the principal routes and
was‘consequently not operative over a large part of the wild and
difficult frontier districts. As was mentioned in the report for
1941, "greetly increased facilities for emuggling are also afforded
by the hundreds of military and civil lorries driven down daily from
Palestine”

In these clrcumstances the chief objects of the Central Narcotics
Informaetion Bureaus's activities have been as follows:

"(1) To discover the origin of foreign drugs imported into the

country; (2) +to publish the facts and to bring pressure to bear

on the country of origin with-a view to preventing the exportation

of the drugs; (3) to take all possible steps to seize drugs
entering the country or already in the country.” ‘
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With the disappearance of heroin the use ‘of haghish and opium
increased. This made it necessary to exercise a gtrict control over
plentations in Egypt, apart from the efforts to eliminate the contraband
traffic. Thus, in 1941, an seriel reconnalssance was carried out in the
district .of Asylit in order to assist the Police in discovéring and
destroying such plantations. The Central Bureau estimstes that the total
erea destroyed in consequence of this recomialssance would have produéed:
5-1/2 tone of opium. The Bureau remarks in its report: "The moral effect
on.the fellah of this !vigilant eye?! surveying the fields is very
noticeable". | -

In 1943 medical experiments were carried out with'a view to
discovering & method for the identificuiicn of the camels which are
compelled by the traf¥ickers to swallow metal cylinders containing
contrabend drugs. At Kantara where thirty thousand cemsls from Palestine
prass throuvgh every yeor, the customs suthorities have succeeded; thanks
to the detection device, in discovering cases in which nercotic drugs
were smuggled in the stomachs of cemels. This iz not without importance
inasmuch as a camel cen carry a weight of 7-1/2 ¥g. In 1ts stamach‘for at
least 30 days without any difficulty. The governor of the Province of
Sinat stated in his report for 1943 that the device had proved effective
agalnst this form of smuggling.

Palestine submitted Annual Reports for 1940, 1G41,and 194L. The first'
two merely give the totel quantities of drugs seized in the illicit treffic,
together with the number of persons prosecuted and the penalties imposed.
The third contailns additional informeticn; 1t points out in particular
that the drug treffic in Palestine consists almost wholly of drugs in
trensit, destined mainly for Egypt. The hashish and opium which afe
seized-come from the Lebanon and from Syria. The drugs d6 not bear ahy
mark wﬁéreby their origin can be determined, but the mafter is probabiy

to be explained by clandestine vroduction. According to the report four
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kinds of hashish were to be found on the Palestine market, nemed Zahra,
Cepsh, BrinJi and TkinJji. Prices reached an unprecedented level as a
result of the destruction of hashish crops in the Lebanon and in Syria.

The traffickers employed as a rule the roads and the railway lines and
gince the end of hostilities in the Eastern Mediterranean they also made
use of the coastal traffic. Fifty-one persons were deported in 1944 to the
neighbouring Arab countries after they had undergone imprisonment for
illicit traffic or drug addicticn.

Further detalls with regard to the illicit drug traffic in Palestine
and the means of suppressing it are to be found in the reports of the
Palestine Narcotics Information Bureau reproduced in the reports of the
Narcotics Informetion Bureau at Cairo for the years 1940, 1gu4l, 1943
and 1944 .

The Palestine Bureau, which was attached in August 1940 to the
Criminal Research Department and 1s directed by a police superintendent
and a British inspector with the assistance of minor persomnel, employs
agents who work both in Syria and in Palestine.

The Palestine Government has adopted a system of premium which are
paid to persons supplylng information enabling selzures to be made. These
means ol combating the illicit traffic are very useful inasmuch as drug-
eddiction in Palestine though limited is not negligible. There is always
the risk of this vice being propagated emong the low classes of society
by the activities of small traffickers in the same way as in Egypt end
in the Sudan.

The importance cf Pelestine in connection with the illicit traffic
is due to its geographical situetion. It is the centre of activity of
gangs of traffickers well organized, ingenious and possessed of
considerable resources, with ramifications throéughout the Near Fast.

The Palestine Bureau in its report for 1941 expresseg the same

enxiety as the Centrel Bureau at Cairo with regard to the production of

hashish_in Syria:
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“The cultivatidn of hasheh in Syria presents a formidable
problem and it is regretteble that sll efforts to induce the
authorities to destroy the year's crop failed. It is estimated
that the 1941 crop produced 100 tons of hashish, most of which
is intended for tranamission to Egypt, mainly through this
country,"

Whiie regretting that it was unable in 194l to get into touch with
the Syrian and Lebanese authorities, the Palestine Bureau expressed 1ts
satisfaction with regard to its co-operation with the British Security
Mission in Syria and with the Central Bureau at Cairo.

The report for 1943 emphasizes the fact that great vigilance was
necessary to frustrate the schemes of the traffickers. These individuals
had been compelled to have recourse to new methods of transport and
concealment, the drug having become very precious as a result of the
destruction of assventy per cent of th® sown area in Syria,

The report states in this connection:

“This action teken by the military authoritics has undoubtedly
upaet the elaborate plans of many drug syndicates who are nsw
frantically seeking the use of other forms of transporti,

Cases of hi-Jjacking have also oceurred as a result of which
several good hauls have been made by Police and Customs patrols.”
At the request of the British Security Milseion two Palestine police

officers were sent to Syria and the Lebanon in order to help the authorities
of those countries in discovering hashish plantations, According to

the British Mission's report, 3,616!280 sq. m. of these planatations have
been destroyed. A monthly bulletin was published during the yoer and
d;stributed among the police forces in Palestine giving details with

regard to seizures, movements of traffickers and similar matters.

With the consent of the Egyptlan authorities arnd the approval of
tue Palestine Government, the "Fetya" of the Grand Mufti of Egypt
cundemning the traffic and the consumption of drugs was published as a
brochure and distributed throughout the country. The Palestine Burecau
attributes great importance to this in view of the respect which the
Moelems of Palestine feel for the Egyptian religious authorities.

syria
Since 1938 the Secretariat has not received any Annual Reports from

Syria or any reports with regard to seizures effected in that country. .
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Certain informetion as to the situation of Syria in the matter of 1llicit
traffic during the war will be found however, in the reports of the Central
Bureau at Cairo This Bureau, for evample, published in 1941 a declaration
by Colonel Lafergue according to which 350 hectares of hashish had been
destroyed and 370 kg. of the drug seized, 'In addition, the British.
Security Mission seized 177 kg. of heshish in. 1941, ThewSyrian.Mipistry

of Nationsl Edbnomj has eddressed to’the people of the country, and
especially to the cultivators &rd landsd proprietors,.s proclemation
exhortihg themtfo abandon the cultivation of end traffic in hashish and
to.give fﬁii in?brﬁation on this subject to the local authorities and to
the members of the armed forces.

According to;£he report for 1943 by the head of the British Security
Mission on the campaign for the destruction of hashish in the States of
the Levant, 331.6 hectares were destroyed in- 1943. The report contalns a
note with regad to the cultivation of hashish vhich mentions. thet tho
plant was 1ntrgduced into Syria by the Araes_in éhe,seveﬁtﬁ eentufy‘and
that cfope ﬁefe'firet destfoyed in- 1382 vy Sﬁlteﬁ B&ndbkhaifil A cempaign
was undertaken'e%'that date ageinst‘the'”AssasBins",,anvaggressivettribe'
established in the country of the Allaouites suspected of. using hashieh
as a stimulant before perpetrating ‘their crimes. The word "assassin”,
was suppoeed to" be derived from "hashish", en Arabic word designating a
plantlef'any soft. An area of 645 hectares was-involved in the ccmpaign
for the destruction of hashish 1n 194k, . Further; hashish plantation
were destroyed over an area of 100.hectares by the cultivators themselves
or the crop was harvested prematurely.: Apart from this, 600 kg. of
hashish belonging tc the new crops were discovered and. destroyed ip Eorth
Lebanon, The'cémpaign begen ow 29 March 1Ckt, wisn.tle Lsbanese
Government‘ﬁﬁblished a cormuniqué declaring that the cultivation of hashish
was iliegel and warning the public that:enewgetic measures.woulﬁ ee taken
to.enforee-ﬂﬁe'prohibition} ‘A" similar warning was published by the Sjrien

Govermment on 9 May 194k, - In the course of the year:the Director of the -

.
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Central Bureau at Cairo paid an official visit to Syria and the Lebanon.,
He states in his report that the principal questions which he discussed on
the occasion of his visit were the reinforcement in the Levant States of
anti-narcotic legislation, the increaéing of penalties and the 5

Intensification of the campaign for the destruction of hashish.
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1940

Brazil

Canaca
Colombia
Egypt

Great Britain
Cyprus

Fiji

India

Mexico
Palestine
Turkey
United States of America

1941
Colcmbia
Egypt
India
Palestine
United Stetes of America
19k2
Colombia
Egypt
India
Palestine
Portuguese India
Turkey

United States of America

VII.

II'DIAN HFMP

16k 3
Colcubia
Egypt
Mexico
Palestine
Turkzy :
United States of America
1okl
Colombia
Ezypt
Palsstine

United Shetes of Arerica
1545

Egypt

Creat Rritain
Paleatine
Portuguese India



Iv.

1940

Bulgaria

Carade

Shanghai

French Concession of Shanghai
Colormbise

Egypt

France

Macao

Switzerland

Turkey

United States of America
Yugoslavia

1941

China

Shanghai

Colombia

Great Britain

Hong Kong

France

Macao

United States of Americs

1043

Colombia
United States of America

VI.

1940

Australia
Belgium

Bolovia

Colombia

Ecypt

British Columbia
Straits Settlements
Lebanon

India
Netherlands
Palestine

1941
Brazil
China
Colombia
France
Great Britain
India
Palestine
Unites States of America

HIROIN

CODEINE

COCAINE
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1942

France
United States of Ameriqa

1943

France
United States of Americs

1oLk
United States of America
1045

France

1942

Colombiea
Palestine

Colombia
Palestine

Colombig
Egypt

,G
=
51

Egypt
Palestine
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II. FPREPARED OPIUM AND DROSS

1940 1942
Austrelia Augtralia
Britich Columdia Great Britailn
Straits Settlerments Hong Kong
Hong Kong Macao .
China United States of America
Shanghai
France 1043
Indo-China
Netherlends France
Macao Great Britail
Thellend United States of America
United States of Americse
Philipvines 15Lh

1641 Great Britain

United States of America .

Australia
China 1645
Shanghai

Great Britain

Straits Settlements
Thailand

United States of America
Philippines

Indo-China

Macao

IIT. MCRPHINE
i@ho

Brazil

French Conceesion of Shanghai
Colombia

Netherlands

Palestine

Theiland

Turkey

United States of America
Yugoslavia

1941

Brazil

Colombia

Great Britain

Thailand

Turkey

United States of America
Philippines

Great Britain

19h2

Colombia
United States of America

1943

United States of America
1944

Colombia

Egypt

United States of America .
1045

Colombia

Egypt
Palestine



LIST OF COUNTRI

1940

Buima

Straite Settlements
Hong Kong

*China

French Concession of Shanghai

International Settlement
of Shanghal '

Colcubia

Egyot

Frence

Indo=China

Incia

Mexico

Netherlends

Dutch Fast Indies

Palsctine

Sudan

Thediland

Turkey

United States of America

Yugoslavia

19111

Augtralia

China

Shenghail
Colombia

Tgypt

France
Indo=China
Great Britaln
Hong Kong

India

Mexico
Palestine
Lourenco Marques
Thailand

Turkey

United States of America
Philippines

E/C.S,7/9
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ES WHO SENT IN SEIZURE REPORTS
(1540 - 1945)

I. RAVW OPIUM
1042

Bolivia
Fong Kong
Chile
Egypt
- France
India
dexlco
Palecotine
Porturuece Indla
Svdon
Turiey
United States of America

10h3

Egypt

Great Briteln

India

Mexico

Palestine

Turkey

United States of America

1okl

Igypt

Groat Britain

India

Palestine

United States of America

105

Egypt

Great Britain

Mexico

Madagascar

Indie

Palestins

United States of America
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LIST OF COUNTRIFS GIVING DETAILS OF ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN
NARCOTICS IN THEIR ANNUAL REFORTS (1940 - 1GL45)

1940

China

Egypt

France

Indis

Indian Stsates

Siam

Syria and Lebanon
Turkey

United States of Ameéerica

1941

Australila
Brazil

Canada

Chile
Colombia
Cubs,

Egypt
Medagescar
Tunisia

Great Britain
Mauritius

New Iebrides
India

Mexico

New Zealand
Palestine
Curacao

Sudan

United States of America

1942

Belgium
Brazil
Canada,
Colombia
Cuba

Great Britain
Mauritius
Sweziland
India

Irak
Mexico

New Zealand
Curacao
Spain
Turkey

1943

Bolivig
Brazil
Canada

Chile
Cclombia
Cuba

Great Britain
Basutoland
Mauritius
New Hebrides
Swaziland
India

Irsk

Mexzico

New Zealand
Curacao
Spain

Sudan
Urvuguay
Venezuela

19k

Brazil
Canada
Ceylon
hile
Colcmbia
French India
Tunicia
Great Britain
Fiji
Mauritius
New Hebrides:
Swaziland
Irek
New Zealand
Palestire
Curacao
Republic of Deminica
Epain
Sudan
United States of America

1945

Great Britain
Basutoland
Northern Rhodesia
Sierra Leone
Swaziland
Zanzibar

Spain





