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. L. Organization of the fourth session of the

Commission

1. The fourth session of the Commission on the
Status of Women opened on Monday, 8 May 1950,
at the interim headquarters of the United Nations,
Lake Success. The Commission held eighteen plenary
meetings and terminated its work on 19 May 1950.

2. The following  representatives of Member States on
the Commission attended:
Chairman : _

Mrs. Marie-Héléne Lefaucheux (Frence), Repre-

sentative.

First Vice-Chairman:

Mrs. Isabel Urdaneta (Venezuela), Representative.
Second Vice-Chairman:

Mrs. Hannah Sen (India), Representative.

Rapporteur:

Mrs. Angela Jurdak Khoury (Lebanon), Represen- -

tative,

Members: _
Australia: Miss Isabel McCorkindale, Representa-
tive. :
China: Miss Cecilia Sieu-Ling Zung, Representative.
Costa Rica: Miss Irma Morales, Alternate.
- Denmark: Miss Helga Pedersen, Alternate.
Greece: Mrs. Lina P. Tsaldaris, Representative.

Mexico: Mrs. Amalia C. de Castillo Ledon, Repre-
sentative.

Turkey: Mrs. Mihri Pektas, Representative.

- United Kingdom of Great Britain aond Northern
Ireland: Miss Mary Sutherland, Representative.

United States of America: Mrs. Olive Remington
Goldman, Representative. :

3. The following representatives of specialized agen-
cies were also present at the session:

International Labour Organisation: Mrs. Mildred Fair-
child-Woodbury.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization: Miss Jeanne H. Chaton.

4. The Inter-American Commission of Women, an
inter-governmental organization, was represented in
an advisory and informative capacity by Mrs. Ofelia
Mendoza de Barret, in accordance with resolution 48 B
(IV), paragraph 7, of the Economic and Social Council.

5. The following authorized representatives from non-
governmental organizations were also present:

CATEGORY A :

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions:
Miss Toni Sender. .

World Federation of United Nations Associations:
Miss Perla Berg, Mrs. I. G. Sprague.

CATEGORY B

Catholic International Union for Social Service: Mrs.
Grace Aleta. :

Commission of Churches on International Affairs:
Mrs. E. F. Nolde. -

Co-ordinating Board of Jewish Organizations for Con-
sultation with the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations: Mr. Stanley D. Halperin.

International Alliance of Women: Miss Hanna Rydh,
Miss B. Van den Berg.

International Council of Women: Mrs. Eunice H.
Carter, Mrs. Frances Freeman.

International Federation of Business and Professional
Women: Mrs. Esther W. Hymer, Miss Ruth Tom-
linson.

International Federation of Friends of Young Women:
Mrs. M. Schwarzenbach, Mrs. A. Lagemann. -

International Federation of University Women: Miss
Janet Robb.

International League for the Rights of Men: Mr. Max
Beer.

International Union of Catholic Womenw's Leagues:
-Miss Jean Gartlan, Miss A. J. Zizzamia.

Liagison Committee of Women’s International Organi-

sations: Mrs. Frances Freeman.

World’s Young Women's Christian Association: Miss
Alice Arnold, Mrs. C. B. Fox.

6. The representatives of Haiti, Mrs. Fortuna André
Guéry, and of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Mrs. Elizavieta Alekseevna Popova, did not attend the
session.




7. Mrs. Emma de Zalamea and Miss Uldarica Manas,
observers representing respectively the Governments
of Colombia and Cuba, attended various meetings of
the session.

8 Mrs. Alva Myrdal represented the Secretary-Gen-
eral. Mrs. Lakshmi Nandan Menon acted as Secre-
tary of the Commission.

9. The. expression of the views of the members of the
Commission is embodied in the summary records of
the plenary meetings (E/CN.6/SR.64 to E/CN.6/
SR.81). -

10. In order to expedite its work the Commission
established three Committees, as follows:

- Committee on Resolutions:

The representatives of Venezuela (Chairmaon),
Australia, China, Costa Rica, Denmark, Mexico, Tur-
key and the United States of America.

Committee on Communications:

The representatives of the United Kingdom (Chair-
man), Australia, France, Greece, Turkey and Vene-
zuela. -

Commiittee on Questionnaires: .

The representatives of India (Chairman), Denmark,
Lebanon, United Kingdom and the United States of
America.

II. Agenda

11. In considering the agenda of its fourth session,
the Commission had before it a provisional agenda
(E/CN.6/128) drawn up by the Secretary-General in
consultation with the Chairman. -

12. At its 64th meeting, the Commission decided that
since the documentation submitted on item 10 of the
provisional agenda, the status of women in Trust and
Non-Seli-Governing Territories, related chiefly to the
political and legal status of women, item 10 should not
be treated as a separate subject but should be con-
sidered in comnexion with item 3, political rights of
women. The view was expressed that this change would
be in line with the Commission’s established policy
of not discriminating between different classes of
women in considering their political rights.

13. The representative of Greece proposed that a
study be made of private law (droit civil) in its rela-
tion to the status of women. Consequently it was de-
cided to include the study of the questionnaire on
family law prepared by the Secretary-General (E/
CN.6/W.1/Add.3) as part of item 5 of the provisional
agenda.

14. The agenda was thereupon unanimously adopted
as amended, on the understanding that representatives
who wished to submit additional items could do so up
to the time of the 69th meeting, when the Commission
would consider any proposed revisions.

15. At the 69th meeting of the Commission, several
proposals for additions to the agenda were put forward.
. Three of these proposals: (a) programme of work, (b)
organization of secretariat, and (¢) place of the next
meeting, made respectively by the representatives of

the United States of America, India and Lebanon,
were merged into one as item 15. A proposal put for-
ward by the representative of Greece resulted in the
addition to the agenda of an item, the problem of
Greek mothers whose children have not been repatri-
ated. An item proposed by the Chairman as the repre-
sentative of France, information concerning the situa-
tion of women who were subjected to so-called scien-
tific experiments in the Nazi concentration camps, was
also added. The representative of Mexico suggested
two further items: reports of the delegates of the Com-

. mission on the Status of Women to the Commission

on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on Preven-
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities;
and report of the Inter-American Commission of
Womlen. These were added to the agenda as items 11.
and 14.

16. The agenda of the Commission, in its final form,
was as follows: '

(1) Election of officers.
(2) Adoption of the agenda.

(3) Political rights of women: .

() Report of the Secretary-General on discrimina-
tion based on sex in the field of political rights;

(b) Status of women in Trust and Non-Self-Gov-
erning Territories;

(¢) Report of the Secretary-General on the question
of a convention on the political rights of women;

(d) Effective programmes of political education for
women who have recently acquired the right to vote.
(4) Nationality of married women:

(@) Analysis of conflicts of laws in the field of
nationality of married women;

(b) Suggestions as to articles of a convention on the
nationality of married women.

(5) Property rights of married women.
(6) Participation of women in the work of the

United Nations.

(7) Application of penal law to women.

(8) Equal pay for equal work for men and women
workers.

(9) Technical assistance programme in relation to
the status of women. .

(10) Educational of)portunities for women.

(11) Reports of the delegates of the Commission on
the Status of Women to the Commission on Human
Rights and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities.

(12) (a) The problem of Greek mothers whose
children have not been repatriated ;

(b) Information concerning the situation of women
who were subjected to so-called scientific experiments
in the Nazi concentration camps.

(13) Communications concerning .the status of

women.
(14) Report of the Inter-American Commission of
Women. :




(15) Additional items:
(a) Programme of future work;
(b) Organization of the Secretariat;

(c) Consideration of the place of the next meeting
of the Commission.

(16) Adoption of the report of the Commission to
the Economic and Social Council.

III. Political rights of women

17. The Commission considered item 3 of its agenda,
political rights of women, at its 65th, 66th, 67th, 71st,
73rd, 75th, 76th and 79th meetings. Four aspects of
the question were dealt with, as follows:

(@) Report of the Secretary-General on discrimina-
tion based on sex in the field of political rights;

(b) Status of women in Trust and Non-Self-Govern-
ing Territories;

(¢) Report of the Secretary-General on the ques-
tion of a convention on the political rights of women;
and

(d) Effective programmes of political education for
women who have recently acquired the right to vote.

18. In considering item 3 (a), the Commission had
before it a report, prepared by the Secretary-General,
on discrimination against women in the field of political
rights (E/CN.6/131 and Corr.1). This report, based
on constitutional or other legal provisions regulating
women’s right to vote and to be elected to public office,
shows the extent to which women enjoy legal equality
with men in this field as far as it has been possible for
the Secretary-General to ascertain.

19. Members of the Commission, having examined
the report, expressed the view that the progress of
women toward equal political rights with men was
encouraging. In particular, they noted that under the
Political Constitution of Costa Rica of 7 November
1949, women had been given the same political rights
as men; and that in Syria women had acquired the

‘right to vote in 1949. Progress was also noted in

Greece, where recent legislation had reduced the age
at which women could take part in municipal elections
and opened the way for women to be elected to munici-
pal office. The part played by the Commission on the
Status of Women and the Inter-American Commis-

. sion of Women with respect to these achievements
. was recalled.

20. In considering item 3 (b), the Commission had
before it two memoranda, prepared by the Secretary-
General, on information concerning the status of women
in Non- Self-Governlng and Trust Territories contained
in annual reports submitted by Admmlstermg Authori-
ties. The first report (E/CN.6/137) contains an analy-
sis in tabulated form of information received con-
cerning Non-Self-Governing Territories, on the politi-
cal rights of women, including the rlght to vote and
to hold public office. The second report (E/CN.6/138
and Corr.1) contains information received concerning
Trust Territories, dealing with (@) suffrage laws; (b)
status of women in general; (¢) legal capac1ty of
women in civil law; (d) employment; and (e) oppor-
tunities to enter and train for government serv1ce

»l B

21. The Commission noted with interest the infor-
mation contained in these reports, and decided to re-
quest the Secretary-General to continue to present
information of this nature to them at future sesssions,
including it, if possible, in- the annual reports on the
political rights of women circulated to Member States
in accordance with resolution 120 A (VI) of the
Economic and Social Council.

22. In connexion with item 3 (c¢), the Commission
examined the report of the Secretary-General on the
possibility of proposing a convention in the field of
political rights of women (E/CN.6/143). This report
had been prepared at the request of the third session
of the Commission. In it the Secretary-General points
out that such a convention, if adopted, would serve
a dual purpose: (¢) enfranchise women not yet en-
franchised, and (&) prevent the disenfranchisement
of women already enfranchised. He also states that
techmcally no difficulty would be involved in the draw-
ing up of such a convention.

23. There was a divergence of opinion among the
members of the Commission as to the desirability and
importance of formulating a convention on the political
rights of women at this time. On this question the
Commission consulted with the representative of the
International Labour Organisation, who described the
experience of that body in the preparation of conven-
tions. It also heard representatives of several interna-
tional women'’s organizations.

24, The Commission examined in detail draft resolu-
tions proposed by the representative of the United
States of America (E/CN.6/L.1), and Mexico (E/ -
CN.6/L.3), as amended by the representative of
Australia. It adopted the principles embodied in these
proposals and requested the Committee on Resolutions
to combine them into a single text.

25. At its 79th meeting, the Commission adopted, by
11 votes for, none against, and 2 abstentions,® the
following resolution prepared by its Committee on
Resolutions :

l‘A
“POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN
“The Commission on the Status of Women,

“Taking into consideration the memorandum of the
Secretary-General on constitutions, electoral laws and
other légal instruments relating to the franchise of

women and their e11g1b111ty to public office and func-
tions (A/1163),

“Invites the Secretary-General to continue his valu-
able annual reports on this subject and suggests that
in future reports he include also pertinent information
on the political rights of women in Trust Territories,
drawn from annual reports of the Administering Au-
thorities, and also information which may be communi-
cated to him by the Administering Authorities of Non-
Self-Governing Territories;

“Considering that the Charter of the United Nations
wids signed in 1945, and noting that document E/

*The representative of the United Kingdom abstained from
voting on the resolution on the ground that a convention was
not an appropriate method of dealing with the problem.




CN.6/131 as corrected, lists twenty countries as still
denying women equal political rights,

“Considering that at the third session of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women, held in Beirut in
March 1949, the Commission requested the Secretary-
General to examine the possibility of proposing a con-
vention on the political rights of women, similar to
the Convention signed at Bogota in 1948, which has
to date been signed by fourteen States and ratified
by four, and noting that since its signature, Chile and
Costa Rica have granted equal political rights to
wormen,

“Considering that the Commission on the Status of
Women has worked for four years on a detailed investi-
gation of the position of women in various fields, and
that sufficient information has already been presented
clearly to reveal the discrimination against women in
the political field,

“Requests the Secretary-General to prepare for sub-
mission to this Commission at its next session a draft
convention on the granting to women of equal political
rights with men.”

26. A proposal of the representative of India, con-
taining a request to the Economic and Social Council
to instruct the Commission on Human Rights to incor-
porate the substance of article 21 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in the draft covenant on
human rights, was withdrawn as a result of a later
decision taken by that Commission.

27. The Commission discussed item 3 (d) of its
agenda, effective programmes of political education for
women who have recently acquired the right to vote,
at its 65th, 73rd, 75th and 76th meetings. This ques-
tion had been dealt with earlier by the Commission
at its first and second sessions, and by the Economic
and Social Council in resolutions 48 (IV) and 154 A
(VII); and the Secretary-General had presented to
the Commission a report on activities undertaken to

date in this field (E/CN.6/141).

28. 1In the course of the debate, it was pointed out
by some members of the Commission and by repre-
sentatives of non-governmental organizations, that steps
should be taken for dissemination of the information
collected by the Secretariat, and that the interest of
new women voters should be aroused by showing them
practical results which they could achieve in the social
and economic fields, by exercising their political rights.

29. The Commission examined a proposal put for-
ward by the representative of India (E/CN.6/L.10),
recommending that the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization be asked to under-
take a study of programmes of education in citizenship.
The representative of UNESCO stated that it was
doubtful whether such a study could be carried out by
that agency: The Commission took note of this state-
ment and requested the Committee on Resolutions to
revise the proposal in the light of the clarification re-
ceived from the representative of UNESCO.

30. The following resolution, submitted by the Reso-
lutions Committee, was adopted unanimously by the
Commission at its 76th meeting:

“B
“POLITICAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN

“The Commission on the Status of Women,

“Having studied the Secretary-General’s report on
the collection and dissemination of information on effec-
tive programmes of political education for women who
have recently acquired the right to vote,

“Appreciates the work done by non-governmental
organizations in the field of political education;

“Notes that effective programmes of such education
cannot be undertaken as extensively as.desired in cer-
tain regions by non-governmental organizations with-
out further assistance; and therefore

“Requests the Economic and Social Council to in-
struct the Secretary-General to make available the in-
formation already collected by the Secretariat, in the
form of a study guide or a pamphlet which would serve
as a guide to organizations working for the political
education of women in countries where women have
recently acqulred the right to vote or are begmnmg
to participate in public affairs.”

IV. Nationality of married women

31. In considering item 4 of its agenda, nationality
of married women, the Commission had before it
memoranda prepared by the Secretariat on (a) analysis
of conflicts of laws in the field of nationality of mar-
ried women (E/CN.6/126); (b) replies of Member
States to the supplementary list of questions on nation-
ality and domicile as they affect the status of married
persons (E/CN.6/127); (¢) constitutions, laws, and
other legal instruments relating to the nationality of
married women (E/CN.6/129); (d) analysis of con-
flicts of laws relating to the domicile of married women
(E/CN.6/133); (e) compilation of comments and
suggestions of Governments in regard to conflicts of
laws in the field of nationality of married women (E/
CN.6/142) ; and (f) note on the proceedings of the Ad
Hoc Committee on Statelessness and Related Problems
concerning the nationality of married women (E/

CN.6/130).

32. The Commission discussed this item of its agenda
at its 67th to its 70th meetings. It was pointed out by
the representative of the United Kingdom that very '
few comments concerning a convention had been re-
ceived as yet from Member States. Because of the
complexity of the problem of drafting a convention
on the nationality of married women, the Commission
decided to restrict itself for the time being to setting
forth the general principles which should be used as
the basis for a convention and requested the Economic
and Social Council to take appropriate measures for
the drafting of such a convention,

33. The Commission based its discussion of the prin-
ciples to be incorporated in such an instrument on a
proposal made jointly by the representatives of Mexico,
the United States of America and Venezuela (E/CN.6/
1L.4). The first two principles suggested were found to
be generally acceptable with . only minor drafting
changes; these were (o) that there should be no dis-




tinction based on sex as regards nationality in the legis-
lation or in the practices of the parties to a convention,
and (&) that neither marriage nor its dissolution should

" affect the _nationality of either husband or wife, but that

nothing in the proposed convention should prevent
States parties thereto from making provisions for sim-
plified voluntary naturalization of aliens married to
their nationals.

34. The third principle suggesting that, in the trans-

- mission of nationality to a child under. the doctrine of

jus sanguints there should be no distinction as between
the father and the mother of the child, gave rise to
considerable debate. Most of the members of the Com-
mission felt that it would be. inadvisable to include

. such a principle in a convention on the nationality of

married women. The joint proposal of the representa-
tives of Mexico, the United States of America and
Venezuela concerning the nationality of children was
rejected on the ground that this problem should be
dealt with by other bodies within the framework of
the United Nations. The Commission took into account
the related work already undertaken by such bodies,
particularly that of the Social Commission with respect
to the position of children. At the suggestion of the
Chairman, the Commission decided not to recommend
this third principle for inclusion in the convention, but
to request the Economic and Social Council to instruct
the appropriate bodies of the United Nations to give
consideration to the problem of the transmission of
nationality to children from either the father or the

. mother on the basis of equality.

35. The Commission considered the various alterna-
tive procedures which it might wish to recommend to
the Economic and Social Council for the drafting of
the proposed convention, among them:.

(¢) Drafting such a convention itself and recom-
mending’ that the Economic and Social Council trans-
mit the draft to the General Assembly;’

(b) Recommending that the Council request the
International Law Commission to draft a convention;

(¢) Recommending ‘that the Council establish an
ad hoc Committee of Experts to draft a convention; or
" (d) Recommending that the Council convoke a Gen-
eral Conference where a convention might be drafted
and opened for signature. ‘

36.. The Commission decided to leave the decision in
this matter-to the Economic and Social Council.

37. The Committee on Resolutions prepared a draft
text émbodying the -decisions taken by the Commis-
sion (E/CN.6/L.5/Rev.l1). An amended version of
this resolution, prepared by the representative of Den-
mark (E/CN.6/L.6), was voted upon by the Commis-
sion at its 70th meeting, at which time the following
resolution was adopted by 8 votes to none, with 4 ab-
stentions :* :
uC -
“NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN
“The Commission on the Status of Women,

“Requests the Economic and Social Council:

*The representative of Greece expressed the desire to have
it noted in the.report that she abstained from voting on thls
resolution, -

“(a) To take appropriate measures, as soon as pos-
sible, to ensiire the drafting of a convention on nation-
ality of married women, embodylng the following prin-
ciples:

“(i) There shall be no distinction based on sex as
regards nationality, in legislation or in practice;

“(ii) Neither marriage nor its dissolution shall affect
the nationality of either spouse. Nothing in such a con-
vention shall preclude the parties to it from making
provision for the voluntary naturahzatlon of aliens mar-
ried to their nationals;

“(b) To instruct the appropriate bodles of the United
Nations to give consideration to the problem of the
transmission of nationality to children from either the
father or the mother on a basis of equality.”

V. Property rights of married wemen

38. The Commission considered item 5 of its agenda,
property rights of married women, at its 70th, 73rd
and 79th meetings. It had before it parts II and III
of the questionnaire on the legal status and treatment
of women, on property rights of women (E/CN.6/
W.1/Add.2/Rev.1) and on family law (E/CN.6/W.1/
Add.3), respectively.

39. Certain members of the Commission expressed the
view that detailed questionnaires place a heavy work-
load on- Governments, particularly on federal States
and on States whose legal systems are based on com-
mon law. The view was also expressed that sufficient
information could be obtained without asking such
detailed questions, and it was therefore suggested that
in the future questionnaires might be simplified.

40. The representative of the Secretary-General
pointed out that the questionnaire had been prepared
pursuant to resolution 2/11 of the Economic and Socml
Council, which instructed the Secretary-General “to
make arrangements for a complete and detailed study
of the legislation concerning the status of women-and
the practical application of such legislation”.

41. The Chairman referred both parts of the ques-
tionnaire to the Committee on Questionnaires for ex-
amination in the light of these comments,

42, 1In its report to the Commission, the Committee

on Questionnaires submitted a draft resolution (E/
CN.6/L.21/Rev.1), which was unanimously adopted by
the Commission at its 79th meeting:

“D

“INFORMATION ON THE LEGAL STATUS AND TREATMENT
OF WOMEN

“The Commission on the Status of Women,

- “Having examined the questionnaire prepared by
the Secretary-General on the legal status and treatment
of women, parts IT and III,

“Requests the Secretary-General:

“(a) To circulate to Governments part II of the
questionnaire, on property rights of women, and part
II1, on family law, with the request that they supply
replies at the earliest possible time, but not later than
31 December 1951 in the case of part IIT and 30 June -
1952, in the case of part II;




“(b) To forward copies of the questionnaire, to-
gether with simplified questions based on parts II and
III, to specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations, and request their comments by 31 De-
cember 1950;

“(¢) To prepare, for its next session, a survey of
various legal systems, based on documentatlon avail-
able on the subjects included in parts II and IIT of the
questionnaire, together with an analysis of replies
thereto received from Governments and comments re-
ceived from specialized agencies and non- governmental
organizations;

“(d) To prepare also, if possible four months in ad-
vance of the next meeting of the Commission, a com-
pilation and an analysis of the information contained
in the replies already supplied by Governments to the
sections of part I of the questionnhaire not yet so com-
piled and analysed, namely section C,-on public services
and functions; section E, on civil liberties; and section
F, on fiscal laws; supplementing this information from
other sources necessary to ensure a complete and ac-
curate picture.”

43. The Commission also requested the Secretary-
General to delete chapter V (v) of part IIT (family
law) of the questionnaire.

VI. Participation of women in the work of
the United Nations

44, 1In considering this item of its agenda at its 70th
and 73rd meetings, the Commission had before it.a
report by the Secretary-General on participation of
women in the work of the United Nations (E/CN.6/
132). This report describes the nature and proportion
of positions occupied by women in the United Nations
Secretariat, and furnishes some information on the
conditions of employment of women in the Secretariat.
It also provides information on the extent to which
Member States have included women in their delega-
tions to meetings of United Nations bodies and con-
ferences of the specialized agencies.

45. 1In the course of the discussion it was emphasized
that whereas the Secretary-General had taken a liberal
attitude on working conditions for women staff mem-
bers, there appeared to be a disproportionate percent-
age of women in the low grades, and a very low per-
centage of women in policy-making positions and as
consultants. An apparent tendency to place women
principally in positions where they dealt with child
welfare, health, or other social problems was also
noted, and it was pointed out that only an insignificant
percentage of women had been included in delegations
- to meetings of United Nations organs and specialized
agencies. At the same time, it was made clear that
the Commission had no intention of suggesting that
posts should be given to other than qualified women,
or that the requirements of geographical distribution
within the Secretariat, set forth in the Charter, should
not be considered.

46. The Commission heard statements by the rep-
resentatives of the International Alliance of Women
and the International Federation of University
Women, who suggested that non-governmental organ-

izations should take steps to influence Governments
to improve this situation.

47. At the 70th meeting of the Commission the
representative of Greece proposed a draft resolution
(E/CN.6/L.7) on this subject, which was referred to
the Committee on Resolutions together with an amend-
ment thereto proposed by the representative of Mexico
(E/CN.6/L.8). The first of these proposals recom-
mended that the Secretary-General and the Economic
and Social Council take steps to improve the partici-
pation of women in all phases of the work of the
United Nations, while the second dealt largely with
the question of promotions within the Secretariat.

48. Some members of the Commission expressed the
view that the Commission might go beyond its terms
of reference in dealing with these problems, which
were matters for decision by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations and by Member States. How-
ever, the following resolution, drafted by the Com-
mittee on Resolutions on the basis of the two proposals
under consideration, was adopted at the Commission’s
73rd meeting by 10 votes for, none against, and 3
abstentions :*

((E

“PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE WORK OF THE
.UNITED NATIONS

“The Commission on the Status of Women,

“Having studied the Secretary-General’s report on
the participation of women in the work of the United
Nations in relation to their employment in the Secre-
tariat and the extent of their participation in delega-,
gatlons,

“Having regard to Article 8 of the Charter, which
provides that no restriction shall be placed on the
eligibility of men and women to participate in any .capa-
city under conditions of equality in the principal and
subsidiary organs of the United Natious,

““Noting that women have been engaged mainly in
subordinate. positions in the Secretariat, and that very
few women have been appointed as members of delega-
tions,

“Considering that the appomtment of delegations is
within the jurisdiction of the Member States of the

- United Nations,

“Suggests that the Economic and Social Council
draw the attention of Member States to the desirability
of greater participation of women in delegations;

“Regquests the Secretary-General to examine the rea-
sons why women have not yet been able to take up
more important positions in the Secretariat, and report
thereon;

“Invites the Secretary-General to take the necessary
steps to give promotion to qualified women staff mem-
bers and to appoint more women to higher posts which
they are competent to fill in order to secure equality
between the sexes in the Secretariat and thereby assure
more fully the participation of women in all capacities
in United Nations organs.”

*The representative of the United Kingdom abstained irom
voting on the resolution on the ground that matters relating
to staff are not within the competence of the Commission, but
belong to the Secretary-General.




49. A draft resolution, proposed by the representative
of China, dealing with certain discrepancies in allow-
ances to women members of the Secretariat as com-
pared with allowances to men (E/CN.6/L.12), was
withdrawn when the representative of China learned
that the Secretariat was already considering steps to
eliminate these discrepancies.

Vil. Application of pemnal law to women

50. In considering item 7 of its agenda, application
of penal law to women, the Commission had before it a
preliminary report on the application of penal law to
women (E/CN.6/139), prepared by the Secretary-
General 1n accordance with a resolution adopted by
the Commission at its third session. The preliminary
report contains an analysis of the information supplied
by inter-governmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions specializing in the field of penal law. The Com-
mission also had before it a report on the protection

‘of women workers by labour legislation carrying penal

sanction (E/CN.6/134), prepared by the International
Labour Office at the request of the Secretary-General.

51. The Commission discussed this item.of its agenda
at its 72nd, 73rd and 76th meetings. Upon the motion
of the representative of Venezuela, the draft report of
the sixth session of the Social Commission to the
Economic and Social Council (E/CN.5/L.113) was
circulated to the members of the Commission. The
Commission also heard representatives of the Social
Activities Division of the Department of Social Affairs
on the action taken by the Social Commission in con-
nexion with the item under consideration, and on the
work done by the United Nations in the field of the
prevention of crime and treatment of offenders.

52. At the 76th meeting of the Commission, the rep-
resentative of Venezuela introduced a joint draft reso-
lution (E/CN.6/1..13), proposed by the representatives
of the United States of America, United Kingdom and
Venezuela. This joint draft resolution was referred to
the Committee on Resolutions, which was requested to
include suggestions made by the representatives of
China and the United Kingdom.

53. The revised draft resolution, prepared by the
Committee on Resolutions (E/CN.6/1..15) was unani-
mously adopted, as follows:

“F
“APPLICATION OF PENAL LAW TO WOMEN

“The Comumission on the Status of Women,
“Noting the report on the application of penal law

‘to women (E/CN.6/139), prepared by the Secretary-

General on the basis of information supplied by non-
governmental organizations,

“Noting also that the Social Commission has under-
taken a comprehensive study of problems concerning
the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders,

“Considering that certain aspects of these problems
are of direct interest to the work of the Commission on
the Status of Women, in particular the importance of
adequate and appropriate measures for the care and
the social and vocational rehabilitation of women of-
fenders,

“Requests the Economic and Social Council to ask
the Social Commission : '

“(a) To bear in mind, in its study, the concern of
the Commission on the Status of Women that there
should be no discrimination against women in penal
law and its application; and that there should be pro-’
vision for the particular needs of women in all parole,
probation, welfare, vocational training and rehabilita-
tion services;

“(b) To refer to the Commission on the Status of
Women, for its consideration and comment, any ques-
tion arising -in the special field referred to in (a)
above.” ’

54." A draft resolution on this subject (E/CN.6/
L.11), proposed by the representative of China, was
withdrawn because the text prepared by the Commit-
tee on Resolutions met the main points raised therein.

VIII. Equal pay for equal work for men
and women workers

55. In considering this item of its agenda, the Com-
mission had before it a memorandum of the Secretary-
General (E/CN.6/135 and Add.1). This memorandum
sets forth the work carried on by the International
Labour Office in this field, and briefly summarizes the
two reports on this subject prepared by the International
Labour Office for the forthcoming session of the In-
ternational Labour Conference.

56. The Commission discussed this item of its agenda
at its 72nd and 76th meetings. The views of the repre-
sentatives of the International Labour Organisation,
the International Federation of Business and Profes-
sional Women, the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions, and the International Alliance of Women
were heard at the 72nd meeting.

57. The representative of the International Labour
Office reviewed, for the Commission, the policy of that
organization in the drawing up of international regula-
tions covering equal pay-for men and women for work
of equal value. She also drew attention to two docu-
ments prepared by the International Labour Organisa-
tion, on “Equal Remuneration for Men and Women
Workers for Work of Equal Value”. These set forth
the various aspects of the question that call for. consid-
eration, indicated the situation as to law and practice
concerning equal pay in the different countries, and in-
cluded a questionnaire which had been sent to Govern-
ments in September 1949. It was noted that the Inter-
national Labour Organisation had taken account, in its
study, of the suggestions made by the Commission on
the Status of Women at its third session on this sub-
ject, particularly as regards the inclusion of the concept
of “wage rates based on job content” in its definition

-of equal pay for equal work.

58. The Commission, at its 76th meeting, accepted
the suggestion of the Chairman that, in view of the
study being undertaken by the International Labour
Organisation, no specific resolution on this item would
be necessary at this session. The Commission took note
of the important work to be performed by the Interna-
tional Labour Conference on this subject at its 33rd .
session. . s




59. The Commission expressed its appreciation of
the work of the International Labour Organlsatlon in
this field and decided to include this item in the agenda
of the next session of the Commission for further con-
sideration.

IX. Technical assistance programme in re-
lation to the status of women

60. The Commission considered this item at its 76th,
77th, 79th and 80th meetings. It had before it a memo-

randum submitted by the Secretary-General on the’

technical assistance programme in relation to the status
of women (E/CN.6/145). This memorandum outlines
the historical development of the technical assistance
programme of the United Nations and its specialized
agencies, and briefly discusses the projects which are
already under way or which will be undertaken in the
future.

61. The representative of the Secretary-General out-
lined for the Commission the programmes of technical
assistance of the United Nations in the social and
economic fields, and indicated the interest taken in
these programmes by the various Commissions; it was
pointed out, however, that the programme has not yet
reached the stage of 1mplementat10n A conference on
technical assistance will be held in June 1950, where
Governments will indicate what measures they are
prepared to take in order to finance the programme.

62. In the course of the debates it was stressed that
the contribution of wonien to the programme of. techni-
cal -assistance is essential, and that particular .emphasis
should be put on technical assistance to rural popula-
tions, where women’s work represents .an important
contribution to the economy.

63. The Commission heard statements by the repre-
sentatives of the International Labour Orgdnisation,
the World Young Women’s Christian Association, and
the World Federation of United Nations Asseciations.

64. A draft resolution proposed by Mexico (E/CN.6/
L.20) .was discussed and referred to the Committee
on Resolutions for revision.

65. At its 80th meeting, the Commission -adepted, by
12 votes for, none against, and one abstention, the
following resolution, proposed by the Resolutions Com-
mittee (E/CN.6/L.24): :

u‘G

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME IN RELATION TO
THE STATUS OF WOMEN

“The Commission on the Status of Women,

“Noting the types of technical assistance to be ren-
dered by the United Nations and the specialized
agencies,

“Expresses the belief that the status of women w111
be improved through the operation of technical assist-
ance programmes directed toward economic develop-
ment, including improvement of standards of living,
health and family welfare;

“Recommends to the Economic and Social Council
that attention be given-to the part that women should

play in these programmes (for example, as’ doctors
and nurses, teachers and technical advisers) both as
to the eligibility of women in the countries concerned
for employment in technical, professional and adminis-

" trative positions and their consideration as trainees;

“Recommends also that in areas in the process of .

economic development, atteéntion be given by Govern-
ments, in co-operation with the International Labour
Organisation and other specialized agencies interested
in the matter, to the need of safeguarding women
workers against exploitation and of promoting equal
pay for equal work.”

X. Educational opportunities for women

66. The Commission considered this item of its agenda
at its 74th, 75th and 77th meetings. It had before it a
memorandum on educational opportunities for women,
prepared by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (E/CN.6/146), presenting
statistical data on illiteracy, school registration and at-
tendance, etc., by age and sex in various countries, to-
gether with an account of limitations imposed on
women’s education.

67.. The Commission heard a statement by the repre-
sentative of UNESCO, in which it was stressed that
this specialized agency was concerned not only with
statistics but also with the socio-economic factors which
form obstacles to the access of women to education, and
with possible remedies to these obstacles. The Commis-
sion also heard statements by the representatives of
the International Labour Organisation, the Interna-
tional Alliance of Women, the International Federa-
tion of Business and Professional Women, and -the
International Federation of University Women, all of
whom outlined the activities of their respective organi-
zations in the field of education.

68. The Commission expressed its appreciation to
UNESCO for its willingness to co-operate with the
Commission on this subject, and for the very valuable
study which it had prepared.

69. The consensus of opinion in the Commission
was that UNESCO should continue its study of ob-
stacles to women in the field of education, and if pos-
sible should include in its study consideration of mea-
sures for the elimination of such obstacles.

70. The Commission had before it a draft resolution,
prepared by the Resolutions Committee, which it unani-

~mously adopted at its 77th meeting in the following

form:
. ((H

“EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN

“The Commassion on the Status of Women, -

“Expresses its appreciation to UNESCO  for its as-
sistance in the study of educational opportunities for
women throughout the world, and of obstacles to the
equality of sexes in this ﬁeld

“Requests the Secretary- General of-the United Na-
tions and-the Director-General of UNESCO to pursue

. jointly their work in this-field, and, in particular:

“(a) To complete the survey with such additional
and later information as is available;




“(b) To promote, throughout the world, opinion in
favour of equal opportunities of access to education for
both sexes;

“(¢) To direct attention to the development of funda-
mental education and adult education in agricultural
and less-developed countries, with special emphasis
on such techniques as would encourage the social ad-
vancement of women ;

“Requests the Secretary-General to invite the ILO
to collaborate in the study and promotion of measures
for the development of vocational guidance and techni-
cal education among women.”

71. At its 79th meeting, the Commission endorsed in
principle a proposal of the representative of Australia
that Governments and non-governmental organizations
should sponsor exhibits on “Women in the Life of the
Nation”, in which emphasis would be put on contribu-
tions made by women in social welfare and institutions,
commerce, industry, culture and art.

XI. Reports of the Commission’s delegates to -

the Commission on Human Rights and
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Mm-
orities

72. At its 73rd meeting, the Commission heard and
noted the reports of the representatives of Mexico and
of the United States of America, on their participation
at the fifth and sixth sessions of the Commission on
Human Rights.

73. The reports of the.representatives of China (E/
CN.6/140/Rev.1) and of the United States of America,
on their participation in the work of the second and
third sessions of the Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, respec-
tively, were also noted by the Commission.

XII. The preblem of Greek mothers whose
children have not been repatriated

74. The Commission considered this item of its agenda
at its 78th meeting. The representative of Greece gave
a detailed account of the tragic situation of Greek
mothers whose children had been abducted and not yet
repatriated, and of the hardships to which they had
been subjected. She submitted a draft resolution (E/
CN.6/L.19), expressing the confidence of the Com-
mission that the Secretary-General would draw to the
attention of the General Assembly the urgent necessity
of finding new ways for the solution of this important
question.

75. Members of the Commission individually ex-
pressed their deep concern and sympathy for the Greek
mothers involved in this situation. The representative
of the United States of America proposed the addition
of a new paragraph to the Greek draft resolution, re-
questing the Economic and Social Council to transmit
this resolution to the General Assembly. This amend-
ment was accepted by the representative of Greece.

76. The Commission thereupon unanimously adopted
the following draft resolution, as amended :

to the family as

(‘I

“THE PROBLEM OF GREEK MOTHERS WHOSE CHILDREN
HAVE NOT BEEN REPATRIATED’

“The Commission on the Status of Women,

“Having heard the statement presented by the repre-
sentative of Greece concerning the plight of the Greek
mothers who were deprived of their children more than
two years ago,

“Considering that the Universal Declaratlon of Hu-
man Rights adopted by the General Assembly of the
United Nations m December 1948, specifically refers
“the natural and fundamental group
unit of society which is entitled to protection by society
and the state”,

“Taking into account General Assembly resolutions
193 (III) of 27 November 1948, and 288 (IV) of
18 November 1949, and more particularly the announce-
ment of the League of Red Cross Societies on 13 May
1950 that despite continuous efforts “no Greek child
has so far been returned to Greece”, and that “even
elementary indications indispensable for solution of the
problem have not been furnished by the Governments
concerned”,

“Appreciates the endeavours of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations and of the International Red
Cross organizations for the repatriation of these chil-
dren; :
“Expresses the hope that the result of the continuing
activities of the Secretary-General on this matter, in
co-operation with the International Red Cross organi-
zations, will be the prompt repatriation of the children,
so as to put an end to the agony of the Greek mothers;

“Expresses its confidence that the Secretary-General
will submit to the General Assembly the urgent neces-
sity of finding new ways for the solution of this very
important question, in case that the countries detaining
the children have not returned them; and

“Reguests the Economic and Social Council to trans-
mit this resolution to the General Assembly.”

XIII. Information concerning the sitmation
of women who were subjected to so-
called scientific experiments in the
Nazi concentration camps

77. In considering this item of its agenda, the Com-
mission had before it a draft resolution (E/CN.6/
L.23) proposed by the Chairman as the representative
of ~France, calling attention to the plight of women
survivors of concentration camps who were subjected,
during the Nazi regime, to so-called medical experi-
ments. Many of them are now stateless persons, who
cannot count on the legal protection of any Govern-
ment and are therefore unable to obtain compensation
for the sufferings to which they were subjected. Several
members of the Commission expressed concern for
these unfortunate women, and felt that steps should be
taken to alleviate their plight.

78. The representative of Denmark also called the
attention of the Commission to the tragic situation of

‘a great number of university women, who are still in

displaced persons’ camps.




79. At its 80th meeting, the Commission adopted the
following resolution by 12 votes for, none against, and
one abstention : :

“J’
“INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SITUATION OF WOMEN

WHO WERE SUBJECTED TO SO-CALLED SCIENTIFIC EX-
PERIMENTS IN THE NAZI CONCENTRATION CAMPS

“The Commission on the Status of Women,

“Considering the plight of women survivors of con-
centration camps who were subjected, during the Nazi
regime, to so-called medical experiments,

“Requests the Economic and Social Council to call
the attention of the Social Commission, the World
Health Organization, or other appropriate agencies, to
the plight of these war victims who were compelled by
force to reside in Germany during the war, or at least
those who may be unable to obtain compensation from
any country ; and to keep the Commission on the Status
of Women informed of actions taken in respect thereto.”

XIV. Communications concerning the status
of women

80. In accordance with resolution 76 (V) of the Eco-
nomic and Social Council, the Commission was given,
" in private meeting, a confidential list of communica-
tions concerning the status of women received by the
United Nations from 21 February to 14 April 1950,
prepared by the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/CR.3).

81. The Commission referred this list to its Commit-
tee on Communications, together with a memorandum
prepared by the Secretary-General drawing the atten-
tion of the Commission to the changes which had been
made in the procedure governing communications con-
cerning human rights (E/CN.6/144).

82. The Committee submitted a report to the Com-
mission (E/CN.6/1.16) at its. 77th meeting, recom-
mending that the procedure laid down regarding
communications concerning the status of women in
resolution 76 (V) be amended so as to conform to
amendments already made by the Council to resolution
75 (V) regarding communications concerning human
rights, This report was unanimously approved by the
Commission, which recommended that the Economic
and Social Council adopt the following draft resolu-
tion :
“K
“COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING THE STATUS OF WOMEN

“The Economic and Social Council

“Decides to amend paragraphs (a); (), and (e), of
resolution 76 (V) to read as follows:

“‘The Economic and Social Council

“‘Requests the Secretary-General :

““(a) To compile and distribute to members of the

Commission on the Status of Women, before each -

session, a non-confidential list containing a brief indica-
tion of the substance of each communication, however
addressed, which deals with the principles relating to
the promotion of women’s rights in the political, eco-

nomic, civil, social and educational fields, and to divulge
the identity of the authors of such communications,
unless they indicate that they wish their names to re-
main confidential;

(b)) To compile, before each session of the Com-
mission, a confldential list containing a brief indication
of the substance of other communications concerning
the status of women, however addressed, and to furnish
this list to members of the Commission in private
meeting without divulging the identity of the authors
of communications, except in cases where the authors
state that they have already divulged or intend to
divulge their names or that they have no objection to
their names being divulged ;

€€ ¢

“‘(e) In the future, to furnish each Member State
concerned with a copy of any communication concern-
ing the status of women which refers explicitly to that
State, or to territories under its jurisdiction, without
divulging the identity of the author, except as pro-
vided for in paragraph (b) above.”

XV. Report of the Inter-American Commis-

sion of Women

83. At the 72nd meeting of the Commission on the
Status of Women, the Chairman welcomed the repge-
sentative of the Inter-American Commission of Worhen
and expressed appreciation of the work of that inter-
governmental organization in raising the status of
women in Latin America.

84. The Commission heard a report, presented by
the representative of the Inter-American Commission,
giving an account of the progress made by women in
countries, members of that Commission, since the third
session of the Commission on the Status of Women.

XVI. Additional items

A, SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE COMMISSION

85. At the 80th meeting of the Commission, the repre-
sentative of the United States analysed the progress
that had been achieved during the four years of the
Commission’s existence. With regard to the question-
naire on the legal status and treatment of women, she
recalled that part I, on public law, had heen issued
in 1947. The replies received to sections A and B
of part I, on franchise and the right to hold public
office, had been analysed by the -Secretariat in 1948.
Analyses of section D, on educational and professional
opportunities, and section G, on nationality, had been
prepared by the Secretariat in 1949 and 1950, respec-
tively. It was anticipated that sections C, E, and F, on
eligibility to public office, civil liberties and fiscal laws
respectively, would be studied in 1951; the third part,

on family law, in 1952 ; and the second part, on women’s’

. property and contractual rights, in 1953.
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86. In the field of political rights, the United States
representative continued, the General Assembly had
adopted, as early as 1946, resolution 56 (I), recom-
mending that all Member States, which had not already
done so, “adopt measures necessary to fulfil the pur-
poses and aims of the Charter . . . by granting to

———




women the -same political rights as to mc® . This
had been followed by study and analysis of those parts
of the questionnaire related to the political rights of
women. In 1948 the annual publication of a memoran-

dum on the political rights of women had been au-

thorized; that memorandum appeared in 1948 and
1949. The 1949 memorandum (A/1163) indicated that
since 1945 nineteen countries had granted the franchise
to women. It also showed that twelve countries still
did not allow women to vote and that in eight coun-
tries, although women had the right to vote,. they were
subject to stricter conditions than men before they could
do so.

87. With respect to ‘educational opportunities for
women, the Commission had made a preliminary review
of the situation in 1948. In 1949, the Economic and
Social Council had authorized an investigation into ac-
tual conditions in the field of women’s education, to
be carried out by the:Commission with the co-operation
of the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization, The first report of UNESCO was
forwarded to the Commission in 1950.

88. In the field of economic rights of women, the

United States representative recalled, the question of-
-equal pay for equal work had been referred by the

Economic and Social Council to the International
Labour Organisation. The International Labour Office
had published a report on the subject. It was expected
that the 1950 International Labour Conference would
recommend further action on the basis of information
available,

89. With regard to social rights, the Commission
had studied the question of the nationality of married
women and the application of penal law to women. A
study of the nationality of married women, authorized
in 1948, had led to a preliminary discussion of the
question in 1949; in 1950 the Commission had made
recommendations concerning the preparation of a con-
vention on the nationality of married women. As a
result of the studies in the field of penal law, authorized
in 1949, the Commission had considered the question
in 1950 and had suggested collaboration with the Social
Commission.

90. With regard to human rights, the United States
representative went on, the Commission had been repre-
sented on the Commission on Human Rights during
the preparation of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the draft international covenant on human
rights. Those two instruments recognized the principle
that there should be no discrimination against women.

91. As for the eligibility of women to public office
and their participation in the work of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies, the Economic and
Social Council had adopted a resolution on the subject
in 1948. Subsequently, in 1950, the Commission had
considered the Secretary-General’s report on the parti-
cipation of women in the work of the United Nations,
both in the Secretariat and in delegations.

B. PROGRAMME OF FUTURE WORK

92. The Commission considered its programme of
work at its 80th meeting. After a general discussion
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the Chairman summarized the objectives of the Com-
mission and indicated the following programme of work,
arising from decisions taken by the Commission at the
current session:

1. Political rights

1. Consideration of memorandum prepared annually
by the Secretary-General on the advancement of the
political rights of women, in¢luding information from
Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories ;

2. Consideration of the draft convention on political
rights prepared by the Secretary-General;

3. Study of information on programumes of pohtlcal
education.

II. Nationality of married women

" Consideration of any further measures in connexion
with the drafting of a convention on nationality.

III. Public low

Study of the compilation and analysis of the replies
to part I (sections C, E and F) of the questionnaire
on the legal status and treatment of women.

IV. Private law

1. Consideration of the analysis and surveys prepared
by the Secretary-General (a) on family law; (b) on
property rights of women, based on available replies
of Governments to the questionnaire, comments of
specialized agencies and non-governmental organiza-
tions as well as documentation available to the Secre-
tary-General. :

2. Co-ordination of the activities of the Commission
on the Status of Women in the field of private law,
with the work of the Social Commission which might
have a bearing on women’s rights and interests.

V. Participation of women in the work of the United
Nations

Consideration of the Secretary-General’s report on
this subject.

V1. Application of penal law to women

Consideration of such questions arising from the
application of penal law to women as might be referred
to the Commission on the Status of Women by the
Social Commission.

VII. Equal pay for equal work for men and women
workers

Consideration of the work of the International Labour
Organisation in this field.

VIII. Educational opportunities for women

1. Study of the survey prepared by the Secretary-
General and UNESCO

2. Consideration of measures taken to promote equal
educational opportunities for both sexes.

3. Consideration of the study by the International
Labour Organisation on promotion of measures for the
development of vocational guidance and vocational and
technical education among women, '




IX. Techwical assistance programme in relation to the
status of women

93. During the discussion, several members of the
Commission commented on the need of receiving from
the Secretary-General a semi-annual newsletter, report-
ing action by other organs of the United Nations which
might be significant in relation to the work of the
Commission. It was felt that such a newsletter would
assist the members in preparing themselves for meet-
ings of the Commission. The representative of the
Secretary-General stated that such an undertaking
would not have budgetary implications and could be
carried out.

C. ORGANIZATION OF THE SECRETARIAT

94. The Commission considered this item of its agenda
at its 80th meeting. Some members referred to the
delay in receiving certain documents and suggested as
a remedy that the Section on the Status of Women
might be enlarged.

95. The representative of the Secretary-General ex-
plained that the Secretary-General. will consider the
suggestion if the programme of work justifies such an
action. Budgetary provision has already been made, she
pointed out, for increasing the staff in 1950. Two posts,
provided in the 1950 budget, would be filled when the
Secretary-General knew the nature of the Commission’s
future work programme and was able to recruit quali-
fied personnel.

96. The Commission decided that, in view of the
statement made by the representative of the Secretary-
General, no further action was necessary on its part.

D. Co¥EDERATION OF THE PLACE OF THE NEXT SES-
: SION oF THE COMMISSION

97. Thit jtem of its agenda was considered by the
Commission at its 80th meeting. Several members com-
mented ch the benefits derived from holding sessions
in differefit parts of the world, both on the part of the

‘members of the Commission and on the part of women

and women’s organizations in the regions where meet-
ings were held. Some members felt that the holding of
the third session of the Commission in Beirut, Lebanon,
had contributed to the promotion of political rights of
women in that part of the world. On the other hand,
some members felt that holding of sessions away from
Headquarters too - often involved technical difficulties
which greatly inconvenienced the members of the Com-
mission as well as the Secretariat. It was also pointed
out that sessions could only be held away from Head-

" quarters on the invitation of a Government willing to
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defray expenses exceeding the cost of holding the
session at Lake Success. As no such invitation had
been received as yet, it was agreed that no definite
decision should be taken on the place of meeting of the
next session of the Commission.

XVIL. Adoption of the report of the Com-

mission to the Econemic and Social
" Council

98. The Commission unanimously adopted this report
of its fourth session at its 81st meeting.


















