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This list is subm~tted in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter IV, paragraph 4, of the repor~ of the Committee on 
Arrangements for Consul tc.tion 1vi th Non~Governmental 
Orga~:tisations? al:l::;>roved by the Cot:nctl on 21 .Junc 1946. 
'(Resolution 2/3 of 21 June 1946; Offj,_g_;i._~J._.,Egg~s of the 
Economic and Soc~.a1 C~~~i~, 1st ye~r, 2nd Session, 
pages 360 to 365). · 

. ' WORLD JEtVISH CONGRESS 
-~-.. , .......... ~&o:..o~"<:r-"'' ...... :~..a-"'1;.-r.JMUIOf-~•""'a.--~ 

In a communication, dated, 20 August 1948 an~. addressed 
to the President of the Economic and· Social Co1tncil, the 
above organisation enters a protest against the postponement 
of discussion in the Council of the question relating to the 
position of Jews in Arab countries o • 

Attention is drawn. to, the follmdng Draft Resolution 
which the Council NGO Committee recommended to the Council: 
in Part I of its Report (E/940,page 3): 

I 

"THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
TAKES NOTE of the Report of the Council NGO 
Committee p~epared in response to Council 
Resol~tion No., 133 (VI) H of ll March 1948, 
regarding ncommunications from the World Jewish 
Congr.s.sn" o - · 

DECIDES.that it has at the present time.no 
·competence to judge and hence to recommend any . · 
useful action on the statement by the World · 
Jewish Congress 9 

RECOGNISES·, however, that the 1.:msettled conditions
in Palestine may affect thG obsGrvance of 
fundamental human rights j_n Palestine and s orne 
other areas, and 
~XPRESSES the· hope that govG:c·r.wl811ts and 
authorities ~Joncerned will not cease to exert 
whatever efforts are necessary to safeguard 
the fundamental human rights of individuals 
and ·groups of different faiths. rr 

Having emphasised 'the immediate gravity of a situation 
in which the lives 7 safety~ human rights an1 fundamental 
freedom of thousands of Jewish cttizens and many Sews .of 
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nationality 'in a number of Arab States 1 .members of 
the :United Nations, are imperilled, the vJorld Jewish 
Congress gives particulars of its appeal to tho Economic 
and Social Council. 

' As far' back as 19. January ·1948, the World Jewish 
Cong.ress submitted to the Economic and Social Council a 
Memqrandum calling attention to the fact that "Jews 
resj,ding in the Near anr:1 Middle East are in extreme and 
imm~nent danger due to tho open defiance by Arab States 
of the d~cision (by the United Nations General Assembly) 
to partition Palestine.", and to acts of discrimination and 
vi~~ence a,.gainst Jews in AlE?PPO (Syrit).) ~- certain towns of 
Ira~, the Bahrein Island and Aden, resulting in the loss 
of many lives, synagogues, property'and homes. 1 . . 

; On 16 February 1948, the World Jew.ish Congress submitted 
a second Memorandum to the Committee for Consult~tion with 
Non..;Governmental Organisations (Economic ahd Soci·al Council) 
u~gfng the Council to. appoint, Under Art. 62 of th~ United 
Nations Charter, a Committee to investig·ate tho -situation 
of the Jews in the Arab countries ancl to o:sc·ortain the 
measures taken or proposed by their Governments to prevent 
attacks against the Jews, and for the redress-of wrongs · 
and_damage suffered by themo · 

I 

~ In addition to these written statements, representatives 
· of the World Jewish Coneress have had the opportunity of being 

heaJ;d. by the Commi tte·e for Consultation with Non-Governmental 
 Organisations in explanation of the Memorandum ·refer-red to 
and:on the submission that the attacks upon the Jews in , 

·the i·Ar'ab countries mentioned were acts of persecution and 
discrimination r..gainst a racial anJ. relir,j.ous group and . 
con~tituted violations ·of Articles 1 (3), 13(b) nnd 55(c) 

. of the United Nations Charter, the Resolution of the. General 
As;:;embly of 14 November 194-6 and the Draft·International 
Covenant on Human Riehts. · 

': The World Jewish Concress then drnws· the ·.attention 
of the Council to the fact that recently the situation of 
t~e;Jews in certain Arab countries· has deterio~ated, especial­
ly ;tn Egypt where a series of acts of violence·, amounting 
to .terrorism, involving the loss of many lives~ of · 
persecutory and discriminatory measures, mass ~rrests nnd 
imprisonaent· in concentration camps, without charge or . 
triall the destruction, confiscation and plunder of property 
a.nd. s milar outrager3' in violation of the human riehts 
and fundamental freedoms of hundreds of Jewish nationals 
and· residents. These outraeos have been committed, it· is 
alleged, with the connivance and, someti::;nes,· with the 
authority or anProval of the Gover~~ent concerned. 
Cer:tainly, no' governmental actj_on hns bee~ ta·ken to prevent 
att:acks upon the Jews and no punitive measures have been 
t~~en·ugainst their perpetrators. 

, The World 3ewish Congress feels it to b~ its duty to 
enumerate a number of these. For example~ the strict news 
censorship imposed by the Egyptian Govorrunent has concealed 
from the outside world the facts of many antl-Jowish excesses 
in:that country, ·But in addition to information which has 
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rcncho1 the· Worid Jewish Congress,. n series of reports, 
notably by rcliab~e nows~Japor corresponc}ents, published . 
in~ numbor·of foreign co~trios~ has brought to lieht facts 
nisclosine the gravity of the situation of tho Jews in 
Egypt nnr1 the dangers to which they ·are exposed. · . ' . ., 

· Si~ce the mirtdle of Mny, 800-1000 Jews.· hrwc been 
arrested by the EeY:Jtian authorities, an(~ have been . 
im~ri$oned in concentration camps, chiefly thnt of 
IIuckerstorp, 12 kms. from Heliopolis. No charees have 
beGn mudo neainst those people, except thnt they arc · 
sus~ected of Zionist sympathies. They are .confinoc in 
extremely bad conditions an:'t no opportunity of hearing 
or defence has beeri given to any of them by tho Egyptian 
authorities • 

. Property nnd funds of grent value, belongine to Jews, 
nave been arbitrarily "sequestrated" by the·Ee;y~tian· 
Government without ex:;;>lanation or l0cal proc·ess. Jews, 
both of Egyptian ani other nationality, are similarly 
refused permits to leave Egypt and are thus for('"'h.lv detained 
to endure the harassments of local nr..,..,. :=-~·~.;-.~-t ~."1 · 
persecution an(l discrir.J.ination. 

During·June nn1 July, two pogroms against Jews in 
Cairo took place. 150 Jews were murdreti. or "rUsappearerl" 
and of t~_hundreds of Jews wounded, 120 wore. brought to 

.the Jewish'hos~ital and· to ,rivnte places. J0ws living 
in the vicinity of the Roynl Pe..ln.c.o \·Jere forced to evacuate 
their homes within 48 hours and scores of Jews we.re 
removed to concentration._.carn;>s and Jewish houses were 
searched. · 

The World Jewish Congress emphasises that it is 
conc:)rner1 with the Ee;yptian Oov0rnruent 1 s viol11tion of their 
obligation under the United Nations Charter, to .promote and 
encourage respect for hurt1nn rights 2nd fundamental frec~oms 
for all. The facts stated above are in contradiction of 
the declarations made, on 21 June, to the Committee for 
Consultntibn with Non-Gov0rnmentnl Orcanisations, by the 
representative of Egypt, who stated tlint "Er:-Y1)t h~s never 
shown any di$criminntion against the members.of any other 
race or religion" (Annex. I of Part I of Report of the 
Council's Committee for Consultation with l~un-.r-r-:~r..:.L':~!..,ontl=\1 
Orgo.nisntions (E/940). The World ·Jewish Concres·s is· 

· obliged to repudiate any sugGestion on the pnrt .qf the 
Egyptian Government that the acts of anti~Jewish violence 
nn:1 discrimination in Egypt are jus.ttfied by events' in · 
~alestine. 

Finnlly., the World Jewish Congress states· thnt it 
seeks the concern of the United Nations on behalf of the 
members of a racial an~ relieious group whose human rights. 
and fundamental freedoms are being violated. 

It is. most earnestly urged 'that the Economic nnd 
Social Council may reconsider its decision to postpone 
discussion of the matters referred to in Part I' of the 
Re~)ort o'f its Committee of Consultation of Non-Governmental 
Or~:anisntions (E/940) and that the Council will, at the 
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~arlies~ opportunity, ~ake up such action us it is competent 
to t~ke, and as may be u~propriate, to ~eal, as a matter of 
urgency, with the critical problem.s described in the 
Memoranria already submitted and in the present letter. 
The y.Tor·ld Jewish Coneress points out thnt postponement 
of this subject to the next session of the Council would 
mean tbat more than 12 months will have elapsed·since the 
seri9us position of the Jews in Arab' countries was ·first 
brought to the Council's attention'nnd without discussion 
of t~e problem by the Council. 




