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At its thirty .. third. plenary mee'ti.ng on lh F~ b:t"Ua.ry· 1946, the Gone raJ. 

Assembly adopted a resolution urging q.;ct.io:n both d.irectly by Govez·:nrcpni:>s 

and tbro1,!gh the internxttiona.l orgemzat1ons concerned, to alley:!.ate the 

serious shortage of bree.d.··gr-a1ns and r:~ce. 

The General AssotrfDly, at 5.ts fo:rt;/ ... sixth plenary session on 21 October 1 

decided to .refer this question, which appee,red. as item 21 of its agenda, 

tt) the Second Committee for oc.:.\s1deration. 

Agriculture Organization 'l'lh:lch had been subra.itted by the Secretary·~Ger.'.eral 

(documeats A/(6 and A/r6/Aodenda l, 2, 3, 4 e..nd 5). 

The Coramittee hoard statements from the Counsellor of the Food. and 

Agriculture Organization 2.J.J.d fro-:n the Gecretary··General of the Int-,emat;tooa.l 

ood j_n,.torn£J.tiona.1. org.anizo.tic:ns concerned to take immediately mca~.,;urcB 

te nlbviato the aituation. 

Draft rceolutions a.:;.d wn.0ndmont.s 1-~·ero submitted formally by the delogo.ti(lf.).C 

IOlf ArgontiJ:}a (doot.unent .A/C.2/21:J), :Bradl (d.cj(~UllJo:llt A/C.2/3l), C<U'Vlda 

( QJ:)C1.lllkJfJ.t A/C. 2/27) J Egypt ( d~<.m.ment A/C. 2/46) , G".v.:. tern.ala ( d.ecumont 

A/C.2/27/Add,.l), Saudi"Arabia. (document .A/0.2/I~G), United K:i.ngdr.m 

( doc'U.!!l.ot'.t A/C ./2/39}, and the U.ulon of' Sovjet Socialist Rop1.1.blica 

/A Draftil:le 
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A Drafting Sub--Committee, composed. of nlneteen countries, -was 

established to prepare a single d.raft resolution and studied the above 

docUl!J.ents together vii th an adai M.onal amendment sub:mi tted by the 

Delegation of Greece. The Sub~Co:rmni ttee held. ten meetings and developed 

a draft resolution which was a:pproveG. by the Second Committee at :l.ts 

meeting on 3 December 1946 for submission to the General Assembly. 

The Second. Committee, therefo:re, recomm.en(lS the ado])tion by the 

General Assembly of the follo'tdng resolution: 

v:OHtD S:S:ORTil.GE OF' CEREALS AN"D OTHER FOODSTU:F'FS 

At its thirty-third plenary meeting on 14 February 1946, the General 

Assembly adopted a resolution urging action both directly by Governments 

and through the international organi:u:1.t:i.ons co:lCerned., to alleviate the 

antici])ated serious shortege ol:' b:::c~:~>grains and rice. 

The General Assembly has learned with satisfaction of the extent to 

which the position in 1946 was improved, particularly w:i.th reqpect to 

bread grains, by the common e~:'fort of the Unlted IifBtir;ns, thus saving 

millions of lives cl.uring the critical months before the 1946 harvest. 

The General Assembly recognizes, hmv-ever, that the food situation is 

still unsatiafacto:ry. A nu:nber of cour:tries have not yet overcome the 

devastating results of the ensm.y occupation to 't'rhich they wore subjected 

anJ. are obliged on this account to continue e:me:::.·g;r,ncy imports of grains, 

fats and other food.stct.:ffG. /A severe shortage of these fooc1stuffs exists 

in many European countries, even in some of those 1;hich before the war 

were themselves exporters. In a mrrn~ber of countries of' Asia the shortage 

of cereals c.tnd other foodstuffs has led to undernourishment and even 

famine, resulting ~n heavy loss of human lives, as in the cuse of India 

fu"1d China.. 'l'l1ere is also a 1lid.espread shortage of 11 vestock. 

The General Assembly notes, moreover, that in 1945 and 1946 some 

countries of Europe and Asia were affected by drought and bad harvest, 

resulting in still further deterioration of their food situation. Some 
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countries which ire:ro not u.nde:r onancy< occtrpat:ton have even introduced 

brea.d rationing f'or the ftrst time, fo:t• instnnce, the United. K't.ngdcm. 

In addi t1.on, some countries of T.o&.tin America aro experiencing food 

shortages a.11d are obliged. to tm:por-~ grain. 

Tl1e General Assembly has 1£ 1rnad "(-ri th concorn that expected. eu:r;rplieo 

of bre~d· grains, riooE), fats a.nd oilo, dairy J.>:r>od.ucts, meat and e1.;1gar 

appear to be at.\bstantially 1ru:dl.3quate to ll:l.6et minim\:tm reqnirements for 

human consumption il1 191!-7. Mc,ny coun-tries, oepocially those which have 

suffered. from. enemy occupatio:t:. and. th0se '\'~l1ich do z:.ot. :produce sufficient 

foodstuffs to meet their ow requiremonts, need agricultural su11T!lies 

such as machinery, 1mplement:a ~ f'ert1.liza:rs, pest:tciiles and seeds. 

In add.i t1on, inte~1.at1oneJ. :pa~nt; difficulties on the part of' 

certain importing countries, aD well a.a trru1sport and. other difficulties,· 

threaten to prevent the util:tzation of sucl3. food supplies as me:y be 

available. At the same time, there ts a, tendency in some countries to 

reduce the areas under cultivation 6f cereals fu'1.d other foodstuffs, vrhich 

ma.y cause unwarrantecl pl"'ice increases nnd still further aggravate the 

food situation. Inflationary prices, and other pr.ic~ factor,<J, in many 

cases coneti tute another obstctcle to the production e.n(i d.:tstribution of 

food supplies to thone in need .. 

THEREFORE 

TliE GE1ffi1~AL .ABSE!vffiLY 

URG-ES the Governments and inte:t.'natio:nal agencies ccncerned to ad.opt 

or conttnue measures designed to ovorcome the deficit during 1947 in 

bread-grains, rice, :fats and. o:tlo, dairy prod-ucts, meat and sugar and to 

achieve the equitable allocation a.."ld prompt (liotribuM.on of the available 

supplJ.es fre(~ from political consid.oret1on~J, ond in particular 

RECOMM:B:Ims 

l. ]'ood. producing countrtes to take all prs.ctiCI.:l.'tle steps 

(a) to increase the output and ~ollection of foodstuffs 

/to the maximum 
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to the ma~imum extent; 

(b) to prevent reduction and encourage ~n in{)I'Il!ase of 

areas 1.mder grain culti vatior.; 

(c) to improve transportation fr,cili ties for cereals 

and other foodstuffs; 

(d) to increase exports to countries suffering from a 

shortage of foodstuffs; 

(e) to continue and strerlffChen internationa.l machinery 

with a view to ut:i.Hzing ex:;;Jol•tu.blo food supplies with due 

consid.eration for the 'LU'gf~ncy of the foo(l rGquiremonts in 

the needy C(!\mtries; 

(f) to tetke mensureo against any nnwarranted .increase in 

the price of grain end other foodstuffs, cspuciul-ly such as 

would 'be C.otrimontol to the intorests of cons1..1J.Uers and would. 

mainl_y fa.vour speculative interests without resu.lting in any 

real advantages to the farmir..g population. 

2. Cotmtries which c,re lecrgo1y induotri'J.l cmd produce trc.nsportation 

equipment·' agricultural implements, machinery, spare parts and 

supr~les for the construction of wo:rl;:sho:ps for manufacturing and 

repairine the essential categories of such macer.ials, or which 

produce fertilizers, pesticides, seeds, and animal feeding stu.ffs, 

to take all appropriate end practicable measures for expanding 

prod.uction, increasing export, and facilitating trarw];>ortation 

of such supplies to countries in urgent need of them, and for 

facilitating the construction in these countries of small factories 

and worksho}?s for the manufacture and rerair of the most essential 

agricultural rr.achines, implements and spare :parts, for inGreasing 

food production. 

3. All couutries to carry out as far as practicable ar:propriate 

and necessary measures to regulate consumption, including the 

/maintenance 
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.·;~· D111i11tenar1ce of high ext:ra·,Jtiorl rateGJ tb.e dilution of flour, 

restrictions on usage of bread-crains for beverages and other 

non-essential pur:poses, and reatrictions on the feeding of bread 

B!'Stns to animals, 

4, Governments and international agencies concerned to continue 

and expand pub1ieation of the fullest :pos::Jible information on 

supplie8 and req_uirements of foodstuffo and materials mentioned in 

:pa:t:'a,graphs 1 and ~? above and on action to,l\:en to carry out the 

recommendations contained in this resolution in order that future 

action may be guided by full know1ed.ge of the relevant facts. 

5. That attention continue to be~ given to the need for measures 

necessary to enable importing CO'l.~ntries to overcome international 

payment difficulties in order that the above recommendations may 

be rendered effective in improving tha food. situation. 


