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Item 9 

ECONO}ITC DEVELOPMENT OF UNDER-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 

Communieation !rom tho Food and Ai~riculture. Or3a.niz,:1tion. 

Excerpt from the Rep:>r<.; uf the C·)uneil or FAO on Technicn.l a13sistmio~. 

11 Thc C,)uncil devoted close att\;ntion to ·the S"J.bject of ;'ecr..:.1i,;,ial 

Assiste.nc~ !or E~.Qnc.raie Dovelopr.ent.. It hn.d before it- tha r apo:r·l', of 

the Administrn.ti ve Commit.tee on Coordination on Tedmi cal ABAlrrb::.n~.o 

prepa"red for :mb:rlssion to ECOSOC by the Secretary GenFJral o.f UW in 

consultation with the Director-Gen.er.al o! the Speoialized Ag1:mcios and 

the report o! the Direetvr .. GcnoroJ_ on e. Supplcnentary 're~hm/,m).. 

Assistance Proeram of FAO. It aJ.:w hoard a atata'llent on the :pl"oeoonres 

ot the Worldns Pn.rty :,et. up b-J ACC !or the prc~.raticn o.f +,ho l"epor.t 

to EGOSOC on which the Deputy Director-General .nnd other FAO o!ficialii 

- played a. aubeta.ntial role. 

In the di:scussion. on t.he reports it became clear that members of 
I 

the Council attached the hit;host imp.:irlance to the proposala :t'or 

incr~as~ teohnia~l assistance to ui1derdeveloped oountties and 

considered that the proposals p.rt. forward were likoly ereatly. to 

increase FA0 1s ability to assist ita mUJbor countrica. Th~ CoW1oil 

recogni~ed the impQrtanoe of pr_9vision for coop~ration betwaen all tho 

internn.tiona.l agencies ecnccrned in a, broa.:l integ:ratcd program of 

technical as5istane;to for economic ch.'l'irulol!itont in which agriculture, 

nutrition, i'orestcy, fioheriec m1d social weli'a.rc must form important 

parts. The Council also 1:al18 nt.te."'ltion to, neect for full coopc;ration 

of FAO's 'activities ,"'1th bilateral scheme~ to en~1re the avoida,~ce 
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It was recognized that the FAO supplementary Technical Assistance 

Progra."ll wns a description of. the' fields in which FAO could render 

technical assistance tog~ther with tentative est-imates of cost rather 

than a definitive program of specific projects in particular regions 

or countries. 

It was a3reed that such an ap.)roa.ch was inevitable at the present 

stag_e of t_he ~volution of the general plans. A number of proposals 

were made regarding fields of activity appropriate for FAO, and e.mphasis 

w;q,s la.id on the need for the closest cooperation with the UN and the 

other specialized agencies concerned. 

The Council adopted the following resolutions:-. 

The, Council 

Having considered the report of the A~~inistrative 

Committee on Coordination on Technical Assistance for Economic 

Developnent, prepared in accordo.,~ce with the resolution of ECOSOC of 

March lijh, 1949, and the Director-G€nei::al's proposals regarding FAO•s 

participation therein, 

Re;~ards the proposals for an extended progra.m,of technical 

assistance as being of the ereatest importance for the attainment of 

the P-1rposes jf the Nations as set out in the U.N. Charter, and in the 

preamble of the Constitution of FAO, 

App~~vcs the principle of full participation by FAO in the 

proposed extended proerrun of technical assistance, 

Attaches gr~~t importance to the developncnt of the technical 
' aid program in such a wcy as to ensure the ut.c11ost possible co-operation 

Md coordination between th{j various Agencies and Govcrnm€ints concerned, 

and 

Requests the Director-General to brin:; thi_s resolution to the 

attenti·m of ECOSOC at its 9th Session. 

In its consider~tion of the proposals, the Council attached special 

importance to the lonecr tenn projects to be carried out by FAO 

indi viduc'.l.lly or in nssociation with the UN or ot_her specialized agencies, 
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'such as the developnent bf extension services, improvonent of 

sta~isties, resourcEJ-surveyu, t,raining of technicians, migro.tion I bu't, 

thoy urge that priority should be ~ ven to u."ldcrtakings which result 

in the early increase.in food supplies such as production programs and 
. ' - ' 

im;,roved !arming methods, control ?f animal and plant··diseases and 

reduction of waste on !a.l'f1\s, in stores and in distribution, 

The Council adopted the following resolution 

The Council 

geguests the Director-General .to circulate the report on a 

S\tpplementary Technical Program (CL 6/9j to Heinber Gove~ents together 

with the Council's comments; to place the subject of technical 

assistance on the Agenda of the Regional Conferences, together With 

suitable documentation, 

Reeommends that the Director-Gencrnl should avail himself of 

the widest pos~ible expcrt'rulvioe on methods which have been proved 

valuable in the developnent of under-developed areas, and that he 

should consul~ those countries which h~ve had special experience in 

this field, either by consulting individual experts or groups of 

experts ~oncerned, with the object of completing a report for subnisaion 

to the Conference at the next session, comprising 

(a) a survey- ot the diverse fonns and techniques in which 

technical aa~iat.:i.nec can bo given, and 

(b) an ex1!.itino.tion of the resources available for specialized 

advioe upon which calls· might b~ made, 

and further recommends that tho Director~Gen~ral should take such · 

action as ho deems desir4ble to ascertain from the Governments of the 

member cvuntries their p~el:Lm.irul:t'y views regarding the most urgent 

needs for technical assistance. 

The Council also adopted the f ollow:tng resolutlon 

The Council 

Reeo.nmends thnt tho Conference at its regular session should 
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o~'U!lirie the rev;. ,:-:d proposals ot the Director-General a:, a basis 

!or <fee:,sioc.' regarding the supplementary budget required tor technical 

aasistanct"'J 

Hu'£:losts thf; Director-General. to maintain continued close 

eor:.::mltation with the UN and the specialized agencies concemed and, 

in CJnsultation with the Council, to take whatever action I!1B¥ be 

required to bring the technical assistance progr~ into operation at t,he 

earliest practicable date 11 , 




